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PREFACE 

O  F    t  H  £ 

PtrBLISHER 

WHILE  France  aj^ires  to  be  Ahfiluti 
in  Arts  and  Emfire  ^  imr  Nation  ^ 
that  fo  iviU  difiuusthe  doMePr$z0 
with  ins  Ne^bkms^  Imf^  ^^tthfame 
tltMy  made  uft  cf  their  Mu/iry,  to  fit  BouiedsJo  their 
Amhitiony  bae  Studied  their  Critics^  to  Exceed  their  Ah* 
thersy  and  Pra&ii'd  their  hA^tbllXidpimt,  t0  UsiM'- 
tain  its  Advantage  over  them  in  Courage  and  Strength, 
Among  their  late  Mafiers  tf  politer  Gritidfin,  none  hm 
found  a  Kinder  Entertainment^  dndmore  General  Efieem, 
than  Mifnfienr  Rapin.  He  hoi  long  Diffated  in  thif 
Parr  of  iLettisrs^  tie  it  acimm^e^'d »  at  the  Great 
Arbitrator  hePween  the  Mefit  of  the  Be  ft  ff9itersi 
and  during  the  Co$ftfe  jfahnofi  Thirty. Tear Sy  jiete  ba've 
ieeit  f€W  Apfeah  films  bit  Setsttncti  The  vaB  Ek^ent 
ef  bst  Undertaking  ,  bat  not  bindted  it  fromr.  being  re* 
gtilarfy  coHoefted.  It  feenis  to  fiand  in  a  juff.  Mixt  ure 
of  Example  and  frettpy  wbieb  are  the  trttiSl  Comments 
0n  tacb  other,  j  the  Comf  arsons  enliven  the  Reflexions ^ 
and  '.the  Refie&ions  fufporf  the,  Gomparifons,  Tho*  we 
may  have  received  fiom .  other  Hands .  feme  more  thoic^ 

A  %  and 

y  Google 
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The  PREFACE 

ani  curlofii  Remarks  on  fsrti'dular  SuhjeSs  ;  at  Pff 
Tofjie,  ( fcr  Infi^ance,  )  fiom  Monfieur  Boileau  ,  and 
My  Tjiri  Rofcommtfh,  J?iw  ibiTf^inTt^Trtfa^^^ 
the  SsiOSy  andrir-Ett^j^Bffaf  mthe  iScOTgics-y 
yet  Mr.  Rapin  *r  fiiU  perhaps  the  ahleli  Guide  thro 
the  whaU  Circle  if  Fine  Learning,  and  has  opend  fucb 
St  View  into  the  feveral'^^Aietiods  of  Study  and  Cowpo-' 
fure^as  cannot  but  he  highly  ferviceable  to  Alt  that 
Ci/oiiSf  judge  ^f  the^  >  ana'io  theft  few  who  fljaf  Ijs 
fo^J-hppy  ff  tiExfcifi^  thAf4  Of  &  Critieat  fVoH^ 
a^VerJion  u  %ere  offerlrl  entirely  Nev>  ,  except^  of  one 
Treatife  in  each  Voluvte  i  ^tbe  Cotsifar^fon  between  Thu- 
cydides  and  Livy  '^in* he- Fir'It  ^^ and  the  RcfieBions 
upm  POfit^Y;.!'^  l^^...^S^.^Qnd^  both,  which  some  recotn'- 
tnendeS-Msts  froni-  ^  Sytful^anis  y^^d  \ar4]  fo-  much 
above'  oUf  Itnp'fovefnent  tfi  tblfn/ehes/  Toat  they  deft'rod 
to  be  our  'Pattern  in  the  reff. 

thi  LemmUV^fm  ^hif  Alt§d  tU  Ehglilj^  J^^dX? 
^ith'tbe  lattn  <f  thufftTiidPy  ikcrea/d  hts\07tm  Uommr^ 
iyr^/kkjvna^  thf  ^f  ^  l^ative  CmsKtry.  ^  ihie  J^tci- 
amrPf^^f^  TpitJihT^J^b  ke  aUorlfd  b»'  Tranfiation^  %^t/9 
btm^io^iilt'm  imjn^traifirfuamn^  the  hn^V^ 
er^ici.^\  sss.  £i  sAutbor>bild  aniong  rhe  French. 
'  Ae^^'  tik  Q4ias^*hiri:it/in»i^^  we^n6f 

cMryon  tht'Survejtird'  4bt  other  fitrts^  »nd  attertittt^ib^ 
ik^g'^that^x.^ssfiioe'  rotbii  ^k^uenie^  Hi/hry  an^  PiU 
b^fp&i^^  w^kithy^'bc hof  Anif^  ti^  "Poetry  if^ hit  Natism^ 
tieS  with.\um^al  Jbi^ty^Hn  (ht.Xindmakers  ^  yet 
UrtiAilyit^i^  lih  4^'ff^ttfge  *4n  tie  SuhjeBsJ  ^As  Su 
bof'iiia^  7^^  Ex^tUihcy^^^of  4ttr  Foetry  f)^m *6pcncet, 
ASM' Wr^^  4eriw  jhat-  df  ^  6¥at)iry  frm^  "Sir  l^iHp 
&i<]^ey  y.  among  wbofe  Clbrm^  ^^it  <i^  m^t  the  h^H  f 
haw,  A««r  tbefirif  khjker  if  Englfik'  Pf^^<? ,  /fcr  "^ 
Cbarm'^f^hit'  Me^krts  and  Cad^ce^^^^Mmg  9^imv; 
Gfote  'to'  fa  Noble^  Images ^^/o- Sweet  ^AfeS^mS'^ \and 
fo  Brighton  mti  -Iff  mbeis/w^st^^to'^ye^^enjyd^  be 
may  dijiover  fime  B^th  tf^<Eeepreffion\  of'^jiirsh  D^ep  of 
mprobaik  K&tott}  yet'i^  ihhes  thr^  ikis^fad't^tnfag^  r 
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Pl^om  jet  the  EverFineraUe^  Mr.  Hooker ,  in  tbe^ 
f^mi  bapfy  l^iff^y  exceeded  4^.mk9b>\m^4lu^J^^  4^ 
CemfofsiflHs  Sityk;  #i  in  the  Weigy  ef  bis  Apff$men^ 
ani^  Dignity  (f.  bik  Ififtitmim.  lU..4^sJcinUNg0tir^ 
tie  M^fiy  sftd  SiPitpti<»$yj:fi  nmbr^^Jmird  im  Ii6«j 
GrtAteft  Aricientsfimd  bin  Reafins  m^  nH^  wmi* 
int^in^le  tbem .  }bis  Cmfefwr^.  .  ittimitmblfi ":  Tbf- 
Reipt  $f  Kmg  J^ttml.  (  if  W  mitf$  mt  #jf  it  mjti 
Lofd  Bacon  ^  that  xmt  Nob)^  SpMkor  .3  :4i  Bcir' 
Jobnfon  terms  bim^}  wae  r^tb^r  Learm4  fbm  Elefttetst^^ 
7ir  iMtUck  Mfsrkfxy^cb  m^4  tbm  f^taUy  haJi^g;'. 
and^^VJ&cb  tiftfnvavds  broke  d^  wkb  ji  mm^tuMl. 
Vioknee^  as  tbef  €or¥uped  tife  Reeffm  ^  Mem^f^^/. 
debas^di  tieir  vtvf' rhraje.  Th' Mf^rbsrctt^  AMtiifide^ 
tiiiGoths  emd  Vandil^  (f  iibe  Time,  W€rg  mUf$  fih- 
nmfy  engaged  tMgai^  /itts  4nd  Kmwkdgc,  fban  Qtdcr 
4yid  Dife^iue  ;  and  in  bctb  Rcff^St^ 

,.      .        ..  .•     .  ■  •  '.  •  .         •   n 

^^  LavUh^d  out  all  cteir  Hate^  as  if  they  meaoK  ^ 

.   |o  future  Ages  CO  lie  Innocent.  /  ^ 

^  X&6.  Rebeis  .b^d  tbe  great$^Oraf&r  to  M$$tndmtk 
im  tbe  'Berfm.  ,ef  the  Kmg,  tma  nmti  alwap  foifd-  ^ 
bis  Eloquence ,  among  tbe  MisfortHnes  of  bis  Armxf 
Tbe  Sfeecbes,  tbe  Letters,  tbe  I>i/fitt§i^^tnd  Cof^ev^tmes^ 
but  above  aU,  the  Divine  Meditations  of  tjkf  Rojaf  Mar-' 
tjr^  ajfofrd^  a.rr^tual  tefiipmj  to  aofilf^otbery  0^'s'beyi  fre 
aHconmsd  m  a  Style  fbat  tKuly  rtprefent's  Majefiy\in 
jidvermy,'  tbe  ntofi  genuine  Qrtatneji,  and  mfi  Divoui 

^?/W^  Ather\5. 

A.V.  •  ,  .t.^X 
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t  lt\  Mighty  Ki^r^s  Emblem,  iii  whofc  Face 
3ac  Meeknefs^  beighcen'd  with  Majefiick  Grace. 

b  Tvere  bafpy^  if  the  Auihm  of  tbtff  TroMu  imJ 
(bard  more    largely  in  the  general  Ignorance  and  Ruda'^ 
nefs  which  rthey  frodmcd.     Indeed^  the  Ufwrptr  hlmjelf 
bad  ne  ether  ^Tiflents,  Iiiitf7i;ha$  PHn^  <defcr%he  s^  in  a 
Cheae  if  his  time ^  {).  ah  QtigradoustAfpeift,  an  tm*-* 
ready  Tongw^  abdifturb^d  ahd  eitravaganc  ImagU 
narion:  And^hirefere^  tbo\hy  force  ^Impudehcejj  eir. 
Madneis,  *he'.ore^aird  •on  many  to  think  bioi  an' 
Orator,  jetheiu^a^  fuch^  enly  according  to^^he  inverted 
pejnUtkm^   ^   an  iU'  Mm ,    uasktU'd  ih  fpeaking^ 
Sue  the^    too  maUy  "if  thofe  who  frepard  the  itaj 
fer  his .  wdavffitl  Gredtneji^  were  +  Men  eloquent,  at 
the  publick  Cofty  It  who  made  the  worft  U&bf 
the  beft    Wtti^  ^   and   ^hp  ^  if  chey  co^ld  have 
confih'd  their  deftre  oF  Honours  and  Preferments 
M^ithin  any  bounds,  whatibever  they,  proposed  to, 
gain  by  their  Rebellion,  the  Government  would 
ha*e:  ofFer'd  to  their  Obedience,     the  Power  of 
Oratory  ,    in  mifguidiffg   the  Turhuknt  and  Seditions^ 
and  inflaming  Tublick  Diffenjfion  ,    has  ^    with  feme , 
ireught  an  imfutatUm  kpm  the  Art  it  felf :  Andy  a$.  a 
late  Phthfipber  *  will  fcarce  admit  the  Art  of  RbetoricJk 

*  •    -  •  *  *  *     f  •.       ■  •      ,  • 

f  CoopcrVH/7/.  '    '     \ 

tl  Os  cdrtfuAim',  h^rfit^ns'  lingua,  &c.  nihil  denique  prstct 
ingenium  inranum  M^men;'  e^'  iiiifkdentia>  ipibq;  illo  furcrrt 
pervenit,  ut  ^  plurimis  O^tor  hfwtur.    P/i>.J^.  iv.  J^ifi^,  yiU 

*  Vir  malus,  diceri^i  imperitu5.  ibid.  .^ 
t  Paterc.  L.  ii.  C.  xlviii.  C.  Curio^  'homo  ingeni«fiffimi  'neC 

quara&facundqsm^lQ.publigp.       t  ^  -r-.r      ,,    * 

li  Viri  optimis  ingeniis  male  ufi,  qui  u  civilem  dignitatis 
concupiflent  inodum*  quidquid  tumultu^ndo  adipifci  |eftie. 
runt,  quietis  ob^Uflet  refpublica.  Idem  ieGracctfs.  L.  ii« 
C.  vii,  .     «      .       . 

*  Mr.  Ucf(s  Effky  of  Humaii  Unitrfi^niii^^  B.  iii.  C.  x. 
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of  the  PUBLTSHER. 

u^ieHir  Title  thmiht  Art  ii(  iootMngi  fo  ^ 
Mcknt  t^afttt  4.  hai  ajJfrm'J^hataeut  tiH^rmnaiicablc 
BloQuet^ce  is  the  Foiter-chitd  oTthat  Licmtiouiiieis 
wijicli  pbobcall  Liberty;  7*e  Haifh-i  and  Fummers 
^  Tofuldr''  Tumukt,  wbahvtr  tkdftge  tbty  kave  maJ$ 
in  th^  old  ^eJHon,  "wbefbt^  a^  hff^^k  (hod  Mam  eon  h 
anCfratdfj  :*iwi^  ^  /w/?,  rtndred  this  inelomijlable^ 
t Bat  none  hit  a  Godd  Man  ok^  t4  Jk  fo^ 

With  Ring  Chades  fb^  Seeond'f  R$tnm^  tomnnned 
the  Augoftan  Age  tfonr  Langna^t^  And  that  Orat&rf^ 
^  vtti  Hs^  Yottrjy  bad  a  Jmy^  in  tbat  hmawfonnt, 
i/illafpihr^  If  i^e  eonfidtr  Ifiibif  fbat  ^  tho  Bar^  V 
that'af  fhe  Ftilift.  What  tan  bo  a^m&re  Mtffrum 
EvUeni^ecfib&FMnir',  tban^thSfisNoldo  Familtes,  tabich 
fbm  hel^jbe  bigbefi  Station  in  ibt  Lan»i.  mfd  FnUkk 
Councihy^^bj^  Ei^ueneebitt  Mt  only  diftmdod  with 
hetr  ^Uopmr;  b)tt  intreasdibltnt  ?'  Thi^^  Orator)^  of  the 
fHhit  o^ir  iti-AAwnct  and  AecompkfSittenf  H  fbofani$ 
fe^t^^^js :  -affi  ntore  fartii^afty  fotbt^Re-ffiabtifh* 
ment  of  ^et^an^  Order  in  f6^  Fantms  Vni^erfitits  ; 
if  hire  afier  the  Tmes^  of  'Ctn^on^,  ||  th«  Minds  or 
Good  Meh^  retired  ihco  thtfft  Places  of  P&rfty  and 
Innofccnee,  a!id  'cnjoy"d  the  Sacred  Seats.  Tbtfe 
Ti/ere  the  Fountaini  bf  Ek)quencc  ,  and  t*^  will 
maintain  its  Streams.  It  ar  bere^  the  Candidates  of  Elo-^ 
auence,  the  Tonth  ttap  are  now*  at  the  Anvil  of  Stur 
dy,  prepare  avd  pt>li[h  tbofe  Works  that  are  tofiiine  in  af- 
ter Ages  f*  wh\lethe)  frocftdas'  well  in  their  Pmfuits  of 
KncraJited^,asEiiereifes\flfHtyHpop  that  Maxim  wbU^b 
they  haw  heard  fron^  a  'Prefeffhr  eminent  in  hot b.  He 
that  can  find  charming  Beauties  in  art  Heathen  Au- 


+  Magna  ifta  &  hotabilis  eloquent!*  alumna  licentiap,  quam 
ftulti  iibetti|t6(n  vocant.     PiAisg,  de  Crata:^ 

tl  Soodit  ininius  in  lo^a  pura  at^e  innocentja,  fruituraj 
fedibuj'iacris.. —  hac'  eloqucntiac  primordia,  bae<p  penetralii^ 
Pialog.  de  Of  at.  \ 
'  *  Jtt^cDie5»*&  in  ic<3  ftiidiomm  incude  v^(}My    iiiL 
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«feor^  attduotft  ki  .iho»IJplj,Sc$ipturwirh»not  vet 

wbkbb4s:rm^  {(r.fmefimtbe  timPfy  l^^fipiatm^ 4b$i» 
cemf^j^iA  fir^ng^  ^Jtf^Jm  ^   ttat  jufk  sn}  nstmtal 

k^iAyti^f  Stafiikfi  whi$k,uiut  Meam^  that  Autbmthy 
v/bich  is  not  jlj^UmiHgp^  i$df  €0^€f$d,  m  tU  Pmife  ^ 

TiffUiUA  N4r  Vitf  Jl>e  ^0  ^ia^'J  mth  Injwry  to  tU  JP^ifUrs. 
ofii%.,Prmfln;ejCifm^i^.  i^fl^rterf  to  tbofe ^f. jowt  Wif, 
wborfi^i^m  tidf  ^e  iavtfim  at  one  tmcjmge  tium. 
09t€  F^tti^f^l^  ^0  ifi^i^  J^.plpit  ^H  ^M  t^i  thitm  A 
Chtyfoftorw.  Mt.  RaRiq^  *»«  m^  frU  t9  toll  usjb^ 
Woiii0y^firm4  byxkt  Fmich  Vruicbers.  Twot^f^ 
cUU%  \j0>  TitUin  ng^rd  to  tbiir  difik^tfifitdTalonty  at 
fot,fk%  H0iO9if>€f  ms'/^ftf  Order,  U  Mr^  dra^n  41$  full 
lengthy  :jfnd  fimjk'i  jbem.vHtb  aU  ibUrt  4^d  Cofms. 
£mf,  of.Jbe  dkeSA  m^W^  affeattojbekpitn^ 
Werki  for  fke  ^tfiatm  ^,  <Aw  Merit ^  y^jl^UM 
tJhtt  tb^^J^ii$i0emTea^9m^  tlo^M  thing. 

ttisttkfitfi4ngMge  erSeiA^s  ^Ulpermty  jet  in^mdicioe^s 
4nd^hd  JPii^aifs,  in  Weigfet^  mi  Dignity  of  Exiri^jim^ 
^  a^fitiefi^^line  Modefij  m,  weU  as  Beataj^  ^itb  Vf^at- 
ever  ilf^  ir^QfU^Tjiy  ^  to  give  the  Face,  and  not  thei 
.  Pidaris .  qf  Eloqueince  ^  do  by  no  m^ans  vstt  Jhiut^ 
tbofe  Lights  ef  our  iJation  and  Age^  %fho  are  as  obvious 
to  our  Admiration^  as  tbey  are  above  our  Charter. 
Who  thpfe  are  {fays  a^  Tatron,  and  Examffe^  ^. 
Modejin  JL^afAingy)  who  have  fucceeded  the  Hw£^ 
ersy  the  Cbiifingvfpr;^bsj  the  Sanderfons,  and  the  Ham-- 
monds  of  the  Ufir  Age^  to  fuch  excellent  purpofe  for 
tlig  PfftfenE~'and  IbofeThat  ftall  come  after,  I 
need  pot  name,  but  fliall  rather  conclude  with 
that  faying  of  Velkine  PMefcuImf,  imon  a  not  much 
unlike  Occafion ,   Vivornm  ut  aidmiratio'  magna^ 

»  Fgciert  doijueati*,  noil  imsiinem  prxStue.    lUtl.  d*  Orax 
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lu  cenfiini  difEdUs  f.    JSr  ir  n^  €ri4Ah  fhi  T$/k^ 

ritjfioaUffgai  ifEng\i{^Sir9mm,  whkwpJmg  JUnk 
t4^  tbs  Mof  Sdidly  hjbruBiw^  ani  fiMmefy  Ekf^^ 
that  the  Cburcb  $r  Uniwr/kji  ^mU  uuif^frnm  tbf  Ptfh' 
ikk  OratfT  fifboti.     7h  xomfUas  Lfornkig  ^f  Pr.  MipK 
ticc^  M\matei  Vfkb  fa  mmh  tmi  Vigmr  jf  W^  4m4 
Sty^,  has  htm  kaffify  fidlm^by  tUUn  ttmtKfifmaf^j^ 
Drfmus  9fth€  Clmr^brf  EDgUnd  agaU^tUfsmtpt^ 
wfii..No$imsj  mul  urttM^d  lUgbr&v  w^.lif^ii' 4|ff 
4iftiftiJs  tii  nmhat^€d\j^or4  ^  thhgy^  ^i.fi^JU j^^  ^ 
X2r.^rpW,  tbtmxt  will  ackmi»hJjg§  tiM^4»€^,i^^ 
Lear^  Sneceffart  k^ffm  tbf  Ifiifuf^m^if  Mr.  Bq^yY^ 
LiSmi^s  '^^^^il^gbtf^  mJ ibai$0  AUmur  90J^ 
Vfet  fJmirein  .tie  Writings  if  the  Ufe.Diiom  tf  SariHB^ 
tbofe  who  fa9^4^hr  us  will  affirm  u  baw  bem  M$ti^ 
ntmm  QthfrChrnamcnUjf  ib^fimt  0mrck     Iktv^ 
^hfrWi^^.  ^f^hp  fo  jufiljfaid^ta  th/i.ckar  Vtm^if 
drmiimtr^  ^und.^cdUni  Sfkit  tf  pf.^CsAw^y.,  be  ^^ 
miSh  ^ ;  ^  .^ifjff^.^  iH  if  fa  mi  fjpf^t 

Ba4^v^i^^  ^Bmn4wb0  ferforpfj  tj^ g^ad^Ofice  s^ 

a$$r4jmt  md^rfime  I^gf^ifi^  fucb  ns  may  ti^er,  i$  ;:4? 
c^cfi  pram  PstblickEnVf  and  Trvuaft  Mod^,  fVe  4fi( 
mf\tQ  qmgratfflafi  the  Hafpmefi  (xf\  41  Divinkj^Qiair^ 
i^atimft.tbt^  CbaraB^  q  ari^Jcjesg^Sx  Praf</ar ;  k^ 
we  nsufpr  repeal  wbaf  wt  have  read  if  a  fbiUfafbiaik 
School,  andofAprtfiffor  4f^  Rotnet     ^ 'Eapkrates  idi^ 

^L-: ^ — : 4 ''  •'  ■''  .  • ^ 

f  ItifltSim  ifpiit  Jimtnt  4mi  MHin^  Xi^nhg.  C.  xxix.-  *^»^ 
*  *  Piiii.  LJ.  Ef^.iL  Eufbfttos  difputtt  fubeilitdr^  gftviterV 
ortal^s  fraqueftter  fititm  PUtonicam  iliam  fiiblioiit^tm  &» 
IjSitiiiidioan  effiogit.,  ^S«nno  eft  copiQfu$  &  .varius»  dulaf^im 
prsmis,  &  qui  reptignantes  quo^ue  ducsCc  &  iinpelUt«-^-i^ 
NuUus  horror  in  vultu»  nulla  triftitia,  millhjm  fevcritatj^ 
nererearis  occoribm^  non  reforniide^  '  Vitr  fan^itaa  fttmnt^ 
eomltu  par*  Infi^atur  vUia,.  non  jiovaioes;  nee  caftiga^ 
maotes,  fed  eroendat,  Sequaris  monentem  atteatus,  &.  p^n- 
ocns^  5  &  perfuadcre  tibi  ctiam  quum  .perfuaferit  cupiv.-^^^ 
Mibi  taiiKn  hoc  nnum  non  permadet<)  fatius  efle  ifta  laeerei 
^uam  cum  ilip  di^  tocos  au4iendo  difceodoqi  coofinnerei 

,  *'  .        ,         *  School^ 
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'  plfte^  Urkfa  Glitfey,  -  Subtilty;  and  Aqdurapjr ;  an^ 
npori  tnsihv  OCcaficHis  fliews  himfelf  .fecjuai'  ta  the 
HeiglH  and  (Bompaft  ofPlatfy  Style.    HisLah^age 
»  rich  and  copious/ but  cfpedally  fweee  aftd  actra- 
aatc,  iftdfuth  as  Prejudice  itfelt  is  unaUerb  refiftf 
^ei^'s  nothiftg  bf  Rigotii^  or  Moroifcncft^  In  [his 
Aipeft,  but  ^  great  deal  of  true  Severlty;^^*  -Ym' 
colild^not'ttiewhini  without  Rtyerfeftce;  btlf;yqh^ 
^ht  wieheut- Terror  :  UH  Goaritenanqc  \wb.tiTd 
iwe,  but  not  abafli  or  difcompofc  yours.'  :Tiic 
Sttiftneftof  his  Life  isendear'd  by  thenole^  rfe* 
inarkable  Affability  of  his^  ISfannirs:    «c  tKftm^ 
guifltes  the  Vice  from  the  Pcrfon* ;  iand  does  not 
cehfure  but  reform.    Ybu*d  be  all  Ear  at  h?s  Dif-^ 
podrfes ;  and^  after  you  was  perfediy  conrinc'd,- 
wcmll"  covet  thef  Pleafuiie  of  a  New  eonvfftftmr 
TJiert's  t)netljih^;^n!yj  of  which  .he  catf.nev^r 
convince  me  j  that  'tis- better  tpdb^/w^  tMfg\l^rt 
to  'p^fs  whbte;  J^jya  iti  at^rtdlftg  fftm,;af)id  eve«d' 
fieat  a  Man  %y  Whom  1  hiight'feVdV  ^ learn^and. )ih^ 
OTd^e.     Jis  ^ih'f  '"foreign  QrhtorrBam  hte^  nf  ytpibifr 

chifflfer^plof  4^ i^Jfrenp fining  atiJ^a^irnfig  tBi:  ' '/%r • 
^biblk£  fan  im£'^ihfAmce'  the  Wiltihaf  does' not:  faiiijtr 
iieytLh^t'fft^^noreantbat  Fi^ym^tihlveXbtsfuetz  AnJf 
(b(fwi)lhifuld  grant  that  Soun3  withodt  Senfe  might 
perfuadc,  yet  then  the  Terfuafion  dies  with  the  Sound. 
Jt  $f^.nafi4f\al  J4^  catrf  m  th^fe  ^^dvantages  ^  from,  the 
Bar  J  the  Pidpitj  and  the  Chair,  t^  tbe/^enatt-houfeand 
t&e  Thrane ;  the  Speeches  deliver  d  from  both^  in  the  Lite* 
and^tbe  frefent  E.eign,   being  Incomparahly  fhpmor  rtf*. 
tboje  ^  diffused  and  formal  Haranguety-m   which  oiberi^ 
bmn  fo  long  triumphed.     fVhenfo  Great  Originals  Jball  he 
faitbfttUy  Jet  down  in  the  Records  of  Tlmiy    they  TtnUbe 
flobkfTeJllmonlcs   of  the  Elofjuence   of]  a  Natipri^'  thdn 
^mid  have  heen  given  by  the  feign  d  and  fi tidied  Dlfcourfei^ 
of  any  ff^riters,    hov^foever   ex^s^/i^y  prform'i,  by  4 
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Tfaucydides  ^  .4  Saluft;  al^fd  fiacon  vr  Herbert. 
Ifwetlms  pafs  fr0n  Or4tary  tQ.  Hlfiory^  tho*  tibitv^. 
Noble  Autbcrs  kfi  jm$n$i9rid  hmie*  difirud'^stl^  ^9f 
it^  jet  that  tbif^ldM  uft,aU  if t,  itff Safins;  $JSe  iiuu  tf^ 
their  Waiting  ptight  0l9m^/ls^  forindJm,  more  'Js^bm-^ 
^  the  m€  JiJafwfKthe,  TrmfaS^ean^itJAy'fglate^  \thanym'^ 
the  other /rom  tki  M^-  imffijAnmik  ef;  Mir  .Tcfi^'S  ^. 
ii  t^e  Remark  bf  ky  i^mBacefi  l^mfe^i  /i^^^^  the". 
Uiftory  of  Tm^y  ef(;>eeiaUyimotc  aacieqt  cfaabthe 
Ag9  of  (he  WrJMfs^  doei/Qftoils  iul  in  (be  Mq«i 
mory  of  Things  ao4  CpnUi^Micik  Spacev^mrhicb; 
th^  Wit  dnd  C(»je^ure  &f. the  .Writer  xX9$  tp:&i85e> 
upon  and  fill  up :  ^nd  M  nfgy  ^r:pufym*d^  tht^  niin 
ther  be^    nor^  bis  noble  Follower^    bave  alwayi  desAeS 
tbemfehes  tbie  Frivllege  of  t^ir  eieeBesit  Wits    '  J6r, 
may  we  not  ofifn^bferve  fome  Great  Perfim  ofpiekcSt^ 
17,  not  only  ffef king  wkb  their  Eloquence^  bid  sBist^ij 
tbehr  Capacity ^  auhieb  fendetd  tb^  tbe  Minifm^   ae 
ivttil  as  Hifiifrians,  of  finrmer  Reigns  ^    The  Ghnrs3& 
^  tbsir  refpeQive'  Styles^  may  feem  to  bear  k  \Refem^ 
hlaetce  to  tmK  ef  the  two  Kings  ;  tba  one  JbeTitin^mari 
Gravitf,  Cantieti  and, Artifice^  the  other  a  more  natnrai 
Fte€domy,an4.0boldct  NegUSl.    mtbtbistiUtjhiaue  Fab/i 
ef  Hifiorians^  are  defervedly  joind  in^  common  Efieem^ 
two  other  G^tUfften-if  admirabh  Wit  and  Etwfnence^  Afr: 
^aoiuel  Datiiely  and  Sir  WiUiam  Temple,  who  as 
they,  bave  adorn  d  the  fame  rimate  Period,  from   onr 
firfi  Originals^  to  the  End  of  tbi  CoiiquerorV  Reign,  fa 
(bey  bavfi  as  mnchf  ajpeement  Vn   the  weight  of  their 
K^Sioni^  tbe^  cofmfnefs  and  mgour  of  their  Ekattion^ 
as  um  hoU  frofortion  with  the  distance  ef  fomfcore  Tears 
betv>een  tbem^     ^  u  not  tobe  denied,  that  the  latter  Croat 
ferfon  has  had  a  large  and  noble  'Part  in  the  Refin^neeset 
of  the  Englidi  Wit  and  Style,  and  has  Jheism  that  true 
Race  in  the  manner  of  his  Compojltion,   which  may  be 


f  jiiif.  of  leerningy  B,  ii,  C,  vil; 
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^0^  TvHUmtrngu^'d  a  the  Giniki  if  iis  Fimify.  Ti^ 
Uiftory  of  the  Refbrmation  of  the  Clmrch  of  £ng* 
body  4s  it  mil  siwi^  hoU  m  ktmrnntUe  Place  in  the 
fih^(h  Hiftortcal  library^  y#  it  if  tmfverfMf  ac- 
be^^Ug^  as  M  Great  Maffer^fiece  ef  Mtiem  mi- 
fiag^  *7h  remarkakk  tha$  the  ^eff  -Ah  ami  Fhenefs  of 
the Cmttfefitre has fy fmteheen made m^ijtBiem  agai^ 
thiJfyefkj  jsvdthat  amther  Leimed' iPerfin^  Hfho  m* 
sbrtoA.  te  pve  a  Spedmdn  of  firrort  tutti  Defeds  in 
it^^  tiifatm  tbtte  declared  itp  Ra|MiMtibn  tehefkmly 
aOd  ddforvodly  eftabfifhU  b  may  he  faid  ef  tbefe 
Crititisy  with  regard  teihe^Aeverend  Author ,  as.  of  Cat-' 
§U[ifereffeffef:CAt0^  they  haxfe  {{  fy/tcfifntd  z^  t& 
dotnme«d  him;. 

,^Sut  what  has  difpla/d' the  Ad'Vantap  (f  En^\(k 
JOMtfiry  mafl  its  Escttni  undfeffeSiets^  n  the  Hiftoiy 
<Athe  Ji^dlU^ and  Civit  Ware m  hs^land,  StUf;^ 
t6e  %i^JAhoisrahIe  £dv(>ard  Earl  ^  <:iareftdoti;^  a 
Jf^iihi^  Bigttit/t  and  Impmance  if  whic&  can  mtf'^he 
es^id  hy  tbsfe  Great  and  Wifs  DijfcoWrfif,  vfitff^ich 
ktu^lp^'^/iintredncd.  As  tiSs  N<fhli  Amthor  a^t  a 
Wastes  tethsfrfi  gathering  0f  that  ^ftsfef^'  iifhicb  n/- 
e^iniJsiJKiihfonmch  Courage  and  SUctefs^  he  taiour'd 
tfi^affp^fe  J  .fa  his  cemng  into  Pieklick  Affairs  ^itV^tbe 
nuefi,  ujilnafsd  JPreedem,  and  his  emhraeing  the  Cass/k  ef 
his  Prince/ isftm  an  early  CanwSHen.  ^  ks  Jufiiee^ 
have  ^gu4r did  him  en  bih  fides  from  any  Snfpieien  he 
migjbt^hd^e  incurs  dy  tad' ke  heen- either  an  Hereditary 
iHeiainer  tojb^  Heyal^H^fe,  ^  er  aJ^edto'  it  hjt  a  late 
^€pnrtmm.  '  i3^i  has  the  fame  Hafpinefs  isfith  Afii 
J^SiitSkWM^  ethers^  theGreaUjf^of  It^ers 

IsmiJ^^,  'to  giw\jftich  a  Speeimen  of  %;ell-foizydytsdg^ 
--— ^^  ef'Mjajefiish^mlf^d  keUgitfm  ^ra^ity'^';in  this  very 


i     Quern  tamen  C  Caefar  ita  reprehend  it  ut  laudet.    plin. 

.   entrm^^ 
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tfifrsnce  if^blr  Work}  oi  t^  hijfirr  fhi  \Bfllkf^  Mii 
engage  tleVener^fiony  ofhif  Resjers.  B  mi^bt  k^S^tffi^ 
to  temarky  tbat  there  v  nit  ent  £xctlknceot^^  Grade ^  itf 
Hlpty^  refSrJ'ty'Mr.  K^Lptriyit^hhbhai^fM"^ ^)tth^ 
pre^  Ttxmmy^ bf  ihfe  Lord  Chjtffti/llhr :  Btof-.U^  fef^ 
hafty  ^iUldaM-mretd-tbe  ^^Phi/jfe-if  ib^  tttfidh  GrU 
tkk,  fbah'of  A^Eiitflifli^WJ^^iW  Nar^$  klhfi  V^ 
gar,  i^^firvr^ytH  Ws^ijk^^Hbe^ Weight  and  Sei/iriif 
cfThncf&iiek  md  fA^nvtn^^  te^nf&U  uM  the  Jlm^ 
ing  Evj/tnefs^Utj  iAtd  Davifa  i  h  bisKefieaiwAs^  Mb 
m^tflS^Xyi^  Penetrsium  df  Tacitus;,  *i» 

iBi  ffrme!r  ^det  fbeCxftidi^  «f  Religm^  tUhitt&if 
BoodNaiUtre_i:h$  bit  Trtafifes  ^fid  DMerstkHf,  m 
^agntity  ef  ¥.  Paof^  at  ^eS  as  his  Accuracy  ef  Dif^ 
pofltitm'^  in  its  Chira^ers^  tmd  amdm  them  ifmcrt 
thai' one  CacHine^  tie  D^cernnnnt  nndtilicitj  ef^  - 
h^/Vfi^i$riifierVarktf.^  BnfneitherrftbtfiMetboik 
tah tUufirate  shePrtwiencecf^  Great  atat^nferiei^iSa^ 
kin^y  wttefirah^i  hj  l^nles  ^  and  inccfHfseenfkraitif  \Sfitk 
tuM^fleiy  Htr^  iHlmjLerdSSktttis  iSkfreffim;,  Wtatklg 
hone,  add  inir^faUe.  We  may  no  iefi  truly  apfU  y^ 
ths^'Tvbat  has  hen  ff  fine^  faid  tf  thdt  his  great  Vfk^ 
deee^&Ty  ^'  bis  Style>  is  for  theamft  part  k  de(cti\id%  . 
Mens  Min^^,  as  WeH  iis  Piaures  do  their  ^dk^ 
fo  .it  d\d  bit  ftbtove  all  Men  Living*  -F«r,  to  rtt 
Oreatnefs  ^  bh  MMd  h  iwikgtbat  ^afi  and  eemf/^ 
hei^Jiva,  TeiH>bi^,  and -fi^  tbat  bM 

Expreffiyenefsy  and  fironjgfignjficaney  of  Langaage.^  ^b 
y]^r^1l<^c\s  ittid^WWifelc  Graces ,  ^hi^b  Mr.  Rapin^ 
<.v^i^  Dstnet^Qii  Phalerem)  conmends  in  tbe*Pi^ 
Hhef^  dfVuefs,  hit  e^nnet  find  in  m^  Writer  of  Hi^i 
i$o^  Gtekrnefs  (f  Ms' Mind ,  that  earjons  thread  if  Con^ 
nexiony  in  all  the  Labyrinth  of  Events y  never  fpun  fi 
pnrar^yitlto  iavetSt3  of  Ihe  wain  Subje'ffy  and  there-- 


"Wi^fA*^^ 
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fuff^ningfa^great  a  Weighs :  4nd^  ahaw  all,  to  the  fifir 
ty.  cfbis,  M'md^ .  tbaP  fyyffind  ^^4  ^^om  AektMwUdg-,. 
m^t  ^  the.  Hani  ef  Dlwrn  Fravidtnet,  in  the  Conib0 
ifhotbEfiatis^  ai^wdl  w  vuoViXiiSpg  as  in  binding 
up.*  Hiwjufify  might  tbiisGreat?erfinhavt  hen  caUd' 
upn  in  ;W-4^Jrf/j..«/AtticusroTttUy*  f  k  is  Jong' 
that  wc  haire  dcfird,  cxr  rather  dcroaqdcd,  an  tlifto- 
ry  from  you  j  fhisis^  Prefcnt  which  you  pwc^,  hot, 
fmlytp  SchpJafs;  apd  .to  the  tJnivcrfuy ,  but  to 
^  Publick^  and  to'  yxmr  Country^  which  at  it 
wa&  fov'd^by  your  Couniels^  fp  it  ought  to  be 
^orn'd  by  your  Pep  ?  //  was  tbt  modeji  ana  fenfihle 
Confpia^nt  ^,  tht  ingenious  Tranfiatcrs  of  JOviW^^.that 
iheit  Kcnfivi^  fubUpd  in  i64t^  caipe  fnuch  i^qrter 
of  eqiiaUiOiP.tV<)r»ginal,  and  Mafter  s  Wprk,  tbaa 
th0  Mir<$nes  Qf.^i&eir-:Ti|iiie$y/4/of,thore^that  are  the 
^ibfed  of  it^  But  whfn  the.  J^iferies  rf  tjkeir  Timet 
Myr#  emfnmmate  in  the  neM  infamom,  T^ai^  and  afttr  ^ 

trm  <fid^fk^^^^M}^vJf^h  v^^brm^y  fctmd  light 

J^f  that  C^f^^q;^\r:4itl^g4b  terminated  in  a  ^irdmms 

Jt^ar^tion^  "(h^'matchl^s  Hifiory  of  onrJMiferf  fndcnr 

jffypfin^fi  pillbe  amftfid  to  baife  been  a-^orious  Addi* 

j^a  to  the  Deliverance^  And  will  contribute  to  the 

nmdrmg  our  Ni^ion  the  teppseft  under  HeaTen,  if 

<^d  iball  be  pl«a^!4(o  male  it  tbeh^rument  of  addi^ 

£ftabU(hrnent  .and  Perpetuity  co  icH^  Blefiuig}  H^ 

then  reftor'd.  ..  ..         •   .. 

Hence  we  mighty  with  good  Omane^rfroceed  to  take 

'4  View  of  the  State  ofPhiloJpffy  in  our  Cpmti^  I  ktPH^ff 

a  fnpfi  accomfli^'d 'Author y'  who  mere^thanfortf  Tt4tr$ 

fikce  fofye  us    hopes;  of  this  .Hiftpfy   of  :the  CiviJ 


t  Cie.  ie  hfg,  I,  I.  Poftulatur  it  te  jtmdiu,  vd  tltfSxMt 
potius  hiftoria :  ^  ^  atque  non  Iblutn  aiifai  videris  eorum  RudiU 
qui  Uteris  deledantur,  fed  etiam   patriar,  debore  hoc  ItluAus^ 

'Ut  ea  .qu2  falva  per  te  eft,  per  te  jpundem  fit  ornati^. 

Wan, 
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Warr,  W  hy  \\^  finnfe  Profbdtical  ItnagtiiaAeti 
tboughp^  it  .rtferv'd  for. the  Glory  if  tbat.kgiot^.^  t^ 
fiv^  M.  XJndtttakhig^  that  pMthf  chaUcoge  ail  .dio 
Writings  X)f  paft  or  prefenc  ijgm%,jkss  Aimfilf  ktm 
the  Hijl^im  if  ^Mi^ofik4iAihttn$n'i^^  Jiefrft 
Vatt.tf  that  Wfrk  fy  which  ht  hasf^  9ftftfb  aJamd^  md 
«^  Ufi  h^riteJ,  die  Royal  Society  ofLmJmfor  di« 
icnpr^Tiog  of  Natural  Knowledge^  m  m  Narrative  tf 
the  Trcgjriiff  of  Phihfipbjf,  and  indeed  rf  all  At$$  md 
Leaminp  frm.tbtir  Kife  in  tb^  Eaft^.  to  the  Efi^l^ 
went  cf  this  llbifiriims.CmfMy^i  tktSkcMdi,  anacHmtt 
tf  it\  Begiming  ^  Gr^unh  ,  at$d  &€t$hmint,  tigetfyt 
with  a  Tranfcrift  cf  it's  rtal  inwntmi  aitd  &yNKffiV 
jnems;  and  tht  Third,  ^  CcmfUat  and  NMi  Afoltgjf 
fcr.'fi  irave,  anJnfiitutim  ;  *tbe  wbcla^  being  enlig/9tim*4 
Tiiith  fucb  Ek^aen^e,  as  h-  above.  4tli  Defiriftieny  bm 
what  it  diftnidfrem  the  Viet^af'  bu  friend  i 

.   '        .,..'.  •  .  ./ 

His  Candid  S(yle^  like  a  dean  Stream  does  flidd^ 
And  his  bright  Fancy  all  ibe  way 
Does  like  she  Sun-lhiqe  in  it  play : 
It  does^  lik^  Tianfcs, .  the  befl  of  Rivers^  gUde^ 
Where  the  God  does  noc  rudely  overturn^ 
But  gently  pour  the  Chryilal  Urn^       TgUideJ 
And  with  jttdieioiis  Hand  does  the  whole  CHrrQm  * 
.  This  all  the  BeautiesNature  can  impart^.  (Ari» 
;  And  all  the  comely  Drefi^  without  the  PaiAf  c^ 

Tet  the  Chara&er  wiUrbe  fiill  farther  jafiifed^  andtbi 
Frien^f  reqmted^fo  kug  as  the  life  of  Mr«  Cowk^y^ 
j%a//  be  vu>na  to  be  the  mefi  CerreS  and  A$afierlj  finu 
that  rf  the  Roman  Atcicus.    *  Thus^  by  perpettta« 


(t  Hi^m  cf  tht  Ro)d  Society.  />.  43,  44. 
'"^  '  Redditus  eft  L.  Sjfirena  debitus  henor^  cuffts  itMiiortalitati 
i74M*t0  profpexit  pariter  &  fux^t  iKque.emm  magts  dccoruorfc 
inbgne  eft^  ftaQiam  .in  forb  popifii  Komani  habere  quim 

poncre.     Plin.  L  i.  Bfift^xviu  

ting 
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tifiltilsFriena'sHoliouiY,  lietiastiaMifycoofidced 
Ms  own :  For  "'tis  not  idk  fUdAc  and  Illuftrioos  to 
^lifpy  than  to  receive  a  Monofnentof  Immottalky. 

Andfhc^  Afr^CoWtey  is  if  ere  ^nmtkn'd,  k  ni^t§^ 
Hike  fitted,  thm  «^^MJmr  ^ElkgKfii  FhiUpfht^  (n»4 
)mmhfo  the  i^^mnt  -^  that  tx^lm  Mttn^  as  ipdl  k$ 
*||2  Trdfsfd^far  '4hHr  ^mbmofit,  ^sbii^smegpick  4ifm 
'^OfEskle^mf^  *1f^'€n^kk^ii40it9i^Msibsr'pf€n/d 
)fhe*jlffi^ffm^tf^ij>ff^  7ifefimilfi$J 

iMiSj^erikn  )antPci$^  ^efmmg  that  Honom  ^  my 
fmi >Bacofit.  Jki'^e-S^t^  mi^inMrntsft  in  this  Am^ 
idi^  ^t  Fmi^kfs^wbo^^mi^  wkb  the 

9Mtf)  IUfiai^i^BU(iu^sce^iheEt^\%  iomd- 
im  limt CUnm  ^keingfbe  chief  Rejfmns  ^PhihfriAf^ 
ismiieck  ufm  t^t^^fManim  foHieettar,  as  the  \Co- 
^iktAnisJpbe'i^mpUefJekft^e.^   He frfi MfdsinJ 
the  Old  MtheU  ^ ""  boealcing  che  weight  of  thinga 
with  the  nicety  and  minutenels  <if  Queftions^  and, 
Js6iiStdifig  t9  Uf^^'iM  JHomfarifm^   ii^aad  ^  f  ^ng 
up  and dowii(i#$th til ^tPWaktih^oafidle imoevery 
Corner  of'Kns^Iii^'i  '^j^riup  one  threat  firanch  of 
]U^it$3  hywtk(Ai2\\* flight .bt  ieeAat  onoe*.  He 
fehmif^  ha^fSMil^hi99f^.hj4be  fame  Maxim  in  bis 
MUeffbical^  ^t'C^MiAm  pn^fosdi  in  bis  Oratorical 
tl^itliAons ;   1^ -l  woutd  havetne  f^rfon  whbm  I 
,4[|A0UA,  ^Q  be  Yiither  a  Wife^an  df  Rme  than  of 
VrHM'l  VMtH^i^.tiot  fi>  iavidh  Mrs'd^in  Notional 
Debates^  as  in  real  Experiments  and  Effeds,  not 
^*lW«K:b  a  SflfcdeE>i(inK^^^^  as  a  Man  of  Conver- 
tSidto^nd  BuiBftc^'.  ^:Wis  adfi^iral^^mfrh;  tkatuffe^ 
^hVjr^ifiHch'is''fi>^  w^tftHy-fimitmlU^oi* * ttie  Advahce- 


^  Aiv.  ef  iMnujsg.  JS.  i.  C.  vt. 

"^minim  qatiidaineliet^m  fiatpientem^  qui  non  feqmi$i4i$Hl* 
''^w:lonibiis^  fed  renaii  ezpqrtincntit  «sque  opetibus  VertmMm 
virifm exhibeat,  . .  '  1  .       .:     . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  the   PUBLISHER- 

ment  of  Learnings  efiaUifh'd  tbefirfi  Marriage- ArtkUs 
btPween  the  katimal  and  the  Experiment  si  Vbitofophjy 
from  ^bicb  Alliance  has  ffnmg  all  the  fair  Offsfring  cf 
Modem  Difcoveries.     It  cannot  be  unaccef  table  to  bear  bim 
giving  bis  Judgment  in  two  great  Cafes ^  tbat  if  the  Do-' 
3rine  ef  Forms,  and  tbat  cf  tbe  Improvement  of  Afiro^ 
nomy  by  Natural  TMtofopbj.    4-  As  it  were  not  a  thing 
eaiie^  (fays  he)  nor  any  way  ufeful^  to  feek  the 
Form  of  tbat  Sounds  which  makes  a  Word^  becaufe 
Words,  through  GompoOtion  and  Tranfpontion 
of  Letters,  are  infinite  j  but  to  enquire  the  Form 
of  Sound  which  exprelTes    fome  fimple  Letter^ 
fnamejy,  with  whatCollifion,  with  what  Applicati*- 
on  of  the  Inftruments  of  Voice  it  is  made^  is  a 
thing  comprehenfible  and  eafie,  which  Form  of  Let- 
ters once  known  prefently  leads  us  to  the  Form  of 
Words  i  in  like  manner,  to  enquire  the.  Form  of  a 
Lyon,  of  an  Oak,   of  Gold,  nay,  of  Watcr^  of 
Air,   is  a  vain  Purfuit  j  but  to  enquire  the  Forms 
of  Denfe,  Rare,  Hot^  Cold,  Heavy,  Light,  Tan- 
gible, Pneumatick,    Volatile,  Fixt,  and  the  like, 
Doch  of  Configurations  and  Motions,    Forms  of 
the  firft  Rank  and  Order,  and  which,  as  the  Let- 
ters of  the  Alphabet,  are  not  fo  many  in  Number, 
and  yet  build  up  and  fupport  the  Eflences  and 
Forms  of  all   Subftances  j  this  is  that  very  Point 
which  we  Aim  at,  and  endeavour  to  Compafs. 
Again,  as  to  tbe  Union  of  Aflronomj  and  Vhyftcksy   be 
fets   down  tbat  part  of  AJironomy^  which  is  Natural 
or  Phyfical,   as  wanting  in  bis   Time,  and  calls  it  * 
Living  Aftf onomy,  to  difiinguijh  it  from  tbe  Dead  and 
Vulgar  }  wbicb  latter  be  compares  to  Prometheus'/  Offer* 
ing  of  an  Ox  ftuft  with  Straw,  prefenting  as  it  were, 
tbe  Surface  and  outward  Hide,    fairly  and  artifici- 
ally fiird  up  with  Syftems  and  Schemes,  bnt  wanting 


I  Aiv,  of  Learning,    B.  iii.  C.  iv. 
*  Ib/l 
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the  Entrails  and  Vital  parts,  the  trm  Natural  Rea- 
fon  .and  Principles,  ufon  which  the  Theory  JfcewW  be 
built  So  that  if  the  Origine  and  Variety  of  Forms ^ 
has  been  fo  welltrac'd  and  furfued  through  afl  its  intri^ 
ute  Mazjes^  by  the  Excellent  Mr.  Boyle,  and  other  Ex^ 
ferimnters^  as  Naturalijfsy  and  by  Mr.  Lock  as  n  Me^ 
tafhyjiciany  we  fee  who  it  was  that  gave  them  the  Clue. 
And  if  4ftrono7nyy  gr^ffed  upon  the  Principles  of  Nature^ 
and  cultivated  by  toe  Mdtbentaticks,  has  grown  up  into 
a  Science^  and  become  infallible  •  'tis  no  le/s  certain, 
(with  all  due  RefpeS  to  the  Memory  of  the  Great  Men  Iff 
other  Nations^)  that  the  Glory  of  rhilofopby  among  the 
Moderns  began  with  mj  Lord  BaCon;  and  ends  in 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  That  the  Great  Principle  of  Mutual 
AttraAion  or  Gravitation,  revivd  and  demonfirated 
by  the  latter,  was  at  leafi  in  the  JViJh  and  Dejtre  of  the 
former,  we  may  guefs  from  another  Pajfa^e  of  the  fame  • 
ff^ork:  t  Whoever  (fays  he  )  fliall  reje<athe  feign^ 
cd  Divorces  of  Superlunary  and  Sublunary  Bodies, 
and  (hall  intentively  obferve  the  Appetencies  oF 
Matter,  and  the  moft  Univerfal  Paffions,  which  in 
either  Globe  are  exceeding  Potent,  and  tranfverbe- 
rate  the  Univerfal  Nature  of  things,  he  (hall  re- 
ceive clear  Information  concerning  Coeleftial  Mat- 
ters, from  the  things  feen  here  with  us.  It  would 
be  a  Vain  Tfefumption  to  compare  and  decide  the  Merit 
of  tbofc  who  have  come  the  neare^  to  thefe  profound 
Genius* s^  either  in  projeiiing  or  executing^  either  in  Noble 
Conceptions  or  in  laborious  and  fuccefsful  Application^  • 
*  The  Learned  will  eafily  diftinguifh  who  they  are 
that  moft  retiN^ble  fo  Great  Examples,  that  no  one 
may  complain  of  our  omitting  thofe,  whom  he  par- 
ticularly Values  and  approves.     And  while  the  XJhi^ 


*  Facile  eft  fludiofis,  qui  lint  his  fimillimi  judlcarej  ne  quif- 
quani)  queratur  omiffbs  forre  aiiquos  eorum  quos  ipfe  valde 
probct*    ^intil  Injtih  1.  x,  C.  i.  ^ 

verfitief^ 
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v»r/kks  afflaud  the  St$ce^e  Emnenct  cf  their  Mathe- 
fH0tic4l  freftjjors^  thy  will  oiferi^  iow  largely  thofe  cf 
thi  Satrilian  Cb^t^  bavt  rep^rJ  the  Honour  of,  their 
Ffitmder^  wbffe  elahoratt  Ejjay  in  Qeometxy.  has  hen  the 
SniftS  rf  Wit  and  Raikry  t0  a  PhiUfopber  among  cur 
Neigbbmrs  f. 

A  very  JuJm^m  and  Ti$m  Anther ^  \\  has  mention  d 
among  toe  Imferfe&km  ef  Natural  TbiUfopby,  the  refill 
ving  all  htte  tbeHewtomkn  Principle.  Andfuch  indeed 
it  is  to  the  Boa/fers  cf  Humane  Sufficiency  ^  to  be  tbue 
obligd  to  im^e  the  Sueeottr  efReUgim  in  the  Difirefs  and 
Exigency  ^  their  Scbetnes,  as  well  as  of  their  Lives. 
fine  to  others  it  feems  the  Perfection  and  Glory  of  the 
Pbilofcphf  of  Nature^  to  have  all  the  Parts  of  its  Chain 
infefarahly  eonneSed^  and  the  whole  fafiend  to  the  Throne 
if  the  Author  of  Nature.  The  Vanity  of  Science  f§lfly 
to  called,  has  not  been  more  apparent  in  thofe  who  fet 
up  Dtmonflra$ion  to  the  Exclu/ion  rfPrcvidence^  than  the 
Pigmty  and  Ufe  of  true  Science  in  thofe  who  have  made 
Pr^idence  itftlf  the  SetbjeS  of  Demonfiration.  ,  It  is  i//<- 
deed^  faU  by  Mr.  Pa&al^  After  a  Man  was  perfedly 
well  perfuaded  that  the  Proporcions  of  Numbers 
are  really  Immaterial^  Eternal  Truths^  depending 
on  the  Firft  and  Original  Truth,  in  which  they 
fubfift,  and  which  is  no  other  than  God,  he  Hiould 
think  fuch  an  one  but  very  little  advanc'd  in  the 
Affair  of  his  Soul..  But  although  that  accurate  Reafoner 
declind  the  Pbyfical  and  Mathematical^  for  the  Moral 
Procfs  of  Religion^  yet  ^tis  probable  he  had  not  beenfo  com^ 
pleat  a  Mafier  of  the  Latter^  had  he  not  exceWd  in  the 
Former.  The  fahe  is  evident  in  many  Learned  and  Great 
Perfons  of  our  Nation^  who  have  performed  in  jtiji  Difcour^ 
fes^  what  Mr.  Pafcal  admirably  attempted  in  fcatterd 
Fragments  and  un^ifljd  (yet  inejlimahle)  Thoughts. 


t  Malebranche  de  U  Recherche  de  U  Verh'e.  L,  ii.  C,  vif, 
H  Re^ffiw  in  learning,  p*4f,  vii. 
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They  have  ffoktn  tf  the  Divine  Effince  and  Aftfihttef^ 
cf  the  Truth  and  Authority  cfthe  Holy  Serif  tares,  eftbe 
Souls  Immortality,  of  the  Nature  and  ObjeQ  of  Faith,  and 
cf  the  Afyfieries  of  Chriftianity,  with  fo  tUfr  and 
vigorous,  fo  eajie  and  perfficuous  a  Comfe  of  Argument, 
as  may  fooner  convince  the  Doubting^  than  if  u>ev  had 
drawn  out  the  fineft  Train  of  Geometrical  Concutfions. 
But  fiill  this  difcovers  the  exfcBent  Service  of  their  ah-- 
firaBed  Knowledge jin  givino  Strength  andCkarnefs  to  the 
Views  of  their  Reafon,  anajhews  the  Mathematicki  and 
JMetapbyficks,  to  have  no  left  a  Tower  of  fixing  the  5^*4?* 
ment,  than  Mufick  has  of  agitating  the  Affe9ions. 

This  is  the  Ufe  of  Philofophy  in  Religion^  wUch 
Mr.  Rapin  has  made  the  Suhje&  of  his  concluding  Effay. 
That,  he  jhould  yield  any  fart  of  this  Glory  to  the  way 
which  be  calls  Herefie,  was  not  to  be  exfefted.  But  it 
were  to  be  wifh'd,  at  leafi,  that  he  had  not  fallen  into  the 
Vulgar  Error  of  bis  Communion,  by  charging  an  utter  cow 
tempt  ofPhilojopbf,  not  only  ufon  German  Anabuftifis, 
and  the  like  Fanatical  Innovators,  ha  upon  Vrotefiants 
in  general.  As  to  what  concerns  the  Honour  cfthe  £ng- 
lifli,  let  an  unfrejudic'd  Adverfary  judge,  whether  they 
have  not  employ  a  the  Maxims  of  true  Philofophy  ipstb 
eqt/al  Suecefs,againft  Romanifts^  bf  whom  it  is  boafied, 
'  againfi  Socinians  by  whom  it  is  pervMed ,  and 
ugainjt  Enthufiafts,  by  whom  'tis  defpifed:  Whether  the 
folid  and  uftful  Tart  of  the  Arlftotelian  DoSrine  is  not 
better  taught  and  defended* in  our  Univerfities,  than  in 
Foreign  Seminaries  :  fVhether  out  of  the  Worh  of  Bifijop 
Sartderfon  there  "might  not  be  compitdas  jufi  a  Summa 
Theologix,  as  has  beep  left  by  any  of  the  School^tntn  : 
Whether  Air.  Chillingwonh'i  skill  in  Logick  might  not 
challenge  the  whole  Order  of  the  Jcfuits  •  And  whether 
we  may  not  affirm  more  rightly  of  Bifhop  Pearfon,  what 
Cardinal  Contareni  xs  /aid  to  have  confefsd  o^Martin 
Bucer,  '*'  that.  For  accotnpliJh'd  Knowledge  of  Di- 
vinity and  Philofophy,  He  alone  might  be  oppos'd 
to  all  the  po<aors  of  the  Church  of  ^omjt. 

There 
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'  There  is  indeed  a  very  artful  and  agreeahle  Manner  ef 
Writings  annfesd  ef  a  fine  Mixture  eflVit  and  Elofnenciy 
with  Moral  and  Vbilofofhical  RtfleSioni^    which  the 
French^  hy  the  ffrigbttinefs  ef  their  Genius^  have  fttrti^ 
enlarfy  cultivated^  and  in  wbtch  they  have  been  tbot^ht 
u  e^el.    the  Rcfleftions  (ftbe  Duke  de  Roche&a- 
cault^  M.  Fontanelle's  Dialogues^  and  M.  Brnyere's 
Charaders  are  OripnaU  in  this  kindy  jet  fitch  as  will 
niotrefufe  to  be  ranSdwith  the  EiTays  rf  the  Lard  Ba- 
con,  Sir  William  Temple,    Mr.  Cowley,  and  Mr. 
Collier,  wlneh  under  the  fame  general  Tttk  have  a  verj 
different  Excellence  and  Beauty .     Father  Mdlthrandie^ 
with  the  other  curious  Enquirers  cf  his  Nation,  have  not 
carried  away  Jo  much  Glory  by  the  fine  Conception  or 
accurate  Texture  and  Harmony  of  their  Schemes^    ar 
not  to  leave  a  treat  and  lafiing  Praife  to  the  EiTay  of 
Humane  Underfianding,  ana  the  two  Sublime  Theo- 
ries of  the  Natural  ana  htelle&ual  Worlds.     Nor  are 
there  among  the  French  Pieces^  Tranfiated  or  Abbrevi^ 
ated  from  the  Ancient  Moralifis,  of^  that  have  reacVd 
the  br^ht  Exfrfjpon  and  furfrizJng  Tum^  which  we  are 
charm  d  with  in  Sir  Roger  L'Eft range's  Seneca,  and 
Mr.  Collier's  Antoninus*     And  here  we  ought,  with* 
out  Envy,  to  acknowledgCy  how  much  the  Engli/b  Lass* 
guage  has  been  enricVd  and  adorn  d  by  the  beft  Au^ 
thors  of  other  Nations  or  Times,  which  thefe   and  the 
like  excellent  Tranflators    have  truly  made  their 
own. 

But  what  in  us  is  want  of  Strength  or  Voice^^ 
In  them  was  either  Modefiy  or  Choice  :    *■ 

*  And  while  there  are  fo  many  Verfions  that  dc- 
ferve  Praife,  it  will  be  happy  for  feme  others  if  they 
may  deferve  Pardon. 


?  sir  ]ohn  Denham. 
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b  does  f$(^  argue  a  Bamtmefs  m  tbt  Gmnis  vf  the 
^n^x^^tbat  tbey  are  cwthtuatty  hrinimg  m  the  Steres: 
ef  tbar  Hft^biour"  Nation,  hecaafe  there  i  fi  vaft  a  ^ 
SukjeS  fir  m  latter  to  make  RefrifaU,  Nor  a^n  it  be 
cije&ed,  tbat  ibe  Ricbis  of  oar  Langaage  are  VfbtJly  eroh- 
tag  to  tbeir  Treafarj,  or  tbat  tbe  befi  Englifli  is  hat 
French  melted  down.  For  tbo*  we  have  reeeivd  a  large^ 
and  perhafs  too  large  a  Fund  ef  tbeir  Words  ;  yet  otto 
tbe  Grace  and  Order  if  Sty\t,  4be  ConfiruSHon  of  tbt 
two  Languages  being  nearly  tbe  fame^  tbey  will  ft§9v 
ig/itb  like  eafinefs  one  into  the  other.  For  an  in  fiance  on 
our  fide,  we  may  o$er  tbe  fme  Compliment  neade  in  tbo 
Hiftory  of  our  Royal  Society,  to  tbe  Hiftory  if 
tie  French  Academy :  But  I  /loll  lay  no  more 
of  this  Academy ,  that  I  may  not  deprive  my 
l^eader  of, the  Delight  of  perufing  their  own 
Hiftory,  written  by  Mmfiewr  de  Pel^on  ;  which  is 
fo  tuaf^uUnely,  fo  chafily  ,  and  fo  Unaffededly 
done,  that  I  can  hardly  forbear  envying,  the  French 
Nation  this  Honour,  that  while  the  En^liflf  Royal 
Society  has  fo  much  out-gone  their  Illaftrious  Aca* 
demy  in  the  Greatnefs  of  its  Undertaking,  it  fltould 
\  be  fo  far  ihort  of  them  in  the  Abilities  of  its  Hifto^ 
rian.  I  have  only  this  to  alledge  in  my  Excufe^ 
that  as  they  undertook  the  Advancement  pf  the 
Elegance  of  Speech,  fo  it  became  their  Hiftory 
CO  have  fome  refemblance  to  their  Enterprize  .• 
Whereas,  the  Intention  of  ours  being  not  the  Ar* 
tifice  of  Words,  but  a  bare  Knowledge  of  Things, 
iny  Fault  may  be  efteem'd  the  lefs,  that  I  have 
written  of  Philofophers  without  any  Ornament  of 
Eloquence.  ^  Mais  je  ne  diray  rien  d  avantage 
de  cette  Academie ,  a(in  de  ne  priver  pas  nlon 
^edcur  du  contentement  de  lire  leur  propre  bvi 


*  According  to  the  Trxnjlmon  frefxH  *0  tht  Wftcrjf  of  the  Vretich 
Academy  :  EaV?,  Hague  1^88.  *    ' 
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ftoire^  6crittf  par  M.  de  Peliflbn :  Ce  qa  il  a  fait  d'oa 
Stile,  fi  male,  fi  chafte,  &  fi  6\oiga£  d  affedation, 
qa'  k  peine  me  puis* je  abftenir,  d'envier  c6t  hoiK* 
neur  a  la  Nation  Francoife,  de  ce  que  undis  la  S<k 
ciet£  Royale  d'Angleterre  a  tenement  iurpafl!^  leuf 
iUuftre  Academie  in  la  grandeur  de  fon  deflein,  ello 
eft  f\  inferieure  a  enx  quant  4  la  capacity  de  fon 
Hiftorien.  lay  ceci feulement  k  alleguer  pour  mon 
excufe,  que  comme  ils  ont  entrepris  V  enricheffe* 
menc  &  la  potitelTe  du  Langage,  il  etoit  bien  feant 
k  leur  Hiftoire  d'avoir  quelque  reilemblance  i  leur 
£iitreprife ;  au  lieu  que  rintention  de  la  n6tre« 
a*^ant  pas  Tartifice  des  paroles,  mais  la  feule  con- 
noiflance  des  chofes,  ma  fautedoit  etre  efiim^e 
moindre,  en  ce  que  f  ay  6crit  des  Philofophes,  fans 
aucun  des  orftemens  de  TEloquence.  Has  not  this 
Gemrms  Chara&er  ani  NohUAddrefs,  given  a  mwSuf^ 
flj  to  their  Academy,  andimfrovJy  ss  will  as  ont^gone, 
the  Elofnence  which  it  commends  ! 

What  the  fame  Great  Wrtter  has  ohferud  of  the  Eng- 
li/h  tnt^  that  it  has  ^  an  excellent  Mixture  of  the 
Spirit  (f  the  French  and  Spaniard,  feems  no  lefs  tme  of 
the  EngliOi  Tongue^  But,  when  after  the  Advantage/ 
given  it  by  the  Living  Languages,  itfhall  he  farther  im^ 
frovd  upon  the  Ancient  Models,  and  b&  maae  capable  of 
that  hold  Tranfpofition  of  Words,  and  thofe  Powerful  Ele* 
gancies  in  Proje,  which  Mr.  Milton,  with, his  Happy 
Second,  have  fo  nobly  difplayd  in  Verfs,  it  may  tbtn 
attain  Its  lafiPerfcBion  and  Growth, 

And  in  the  Roman  Majefty  appear,  (near.- 

Which  none  knows  better,  and  none  comes  fo 

Lord  Rofcommon, 

In  the  mean  time,  we  may  with  JuJUcf  conclude y  that 
f  we  want  only  a  few  more  ftandihg  Examples, 


*  H/yfar/ of  t*f  Royal-Society.  B.  i.  f.43. 
t   Uifior^  of  the  Royal-  Society.   B.  i.  p.  43- 

and 
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and  a  little  more  Familiarity  with  the  Ancients^,: to 
excel  all  the  Moderns :  EjfeciaUy  fince  th  Anihw  jof 
that  Remark  has  contributed  Jo  much  to  the  fitpf lying' fif 
h$th  thefe  Defaults^  the  one  by  his  Writings^  the, other  byi 
his  Patronage.  InJUed^  the  Comparative  Excellence:  of 
4Uir  Country  pnmld  be  argued  by  thofeonlj^  who  tbemfelves 
are  Inftances  of  the  Advantages  which  they  maintain^  and^ 
are  able  to  make  them  increafe  under  their  Hands.  Thm 
imferfeB  Survey  may  feem  fufficient  for  thePrefacers  AH* 
lities  and  Vurfofcy  who  the  lefs  he  approaches  to  Pliny'/ 
Rule j' that  \\  none  but  an  Artift  ought  to  judge  of 
Arts,  the  more  fincerely  he  joins  in  Pliny's  Corfeffion  } 
*  I  am  not  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  envy  others 
the  Gifts  which  they  want  themfelves ;  on  the  con- 
trary I  feel  a  particular  Delight^  if  the  BlefEngs 
which  have  been  denied  to  me  are  yet  poflefs'd  and 
enjoy 'd  by  my  Friends.  This  perhaps^  is  fuch  an 
Apology  as  may  want  another  Excufe.  The  bomm/d 
Ornaments  ofDifcour/e  are  exploded  under  the  Name  of  Pc'- 
dantry,  and  the  dijufe  of  them  has  been  reckon  d  among 
the  Imfrovementi  of  Modern  Style,  Not  to  engage  here- 
in their  Defence,  from  the  Examples  of  Monf.  Voiture, 
and  Mr.  Cowley,  'ri  enoughy-to  jufiifie  the  retaining 
them  on  the  prefent  Occajion^  that  they  are  confiantly 
usd  by  Monf.  Rapin,  and  that  'twas  not  unfit  the  Pre- 
face  Jhculd  hear  this  affinity  to  the  Work^  Befidesy  it  bet- 
ing here  fiffirnid^  that  the  Wit  and  Language  (f  the 
Englifh  may  be  fiill  carried  to  greater  heights  by  a, 
ftriller  Alliance  with  the  Ancient  Patterns,  the  Liberty 
taken  in  this  refpeSi  may  contribute  fomewhat  to  the  Dejign* 
fince  what  we  have  barely  cited  and  tranjluted,  .others 
may  be  able  to  imitate  or  exceed.  Novemb.  170 f. 

11  L.  r.  Epi/f.  X,  De  Piftorc,  Scttlptore,  &c.  judicare  nifi  ar- 
tifex  non  puteft. 

*  Neque  enim  ego,  uc  multi,  invideo  aliis  bonum  quo  ipfe 
careo  5  fed  contra  fenfum  qucndam  voluptatemq;  percipio,  fi  ea 
qua:  mihi  denegantur  anaicis  video  fupereflc*   IbiL 

THE 
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The  T)efign  of  the  Work  in  Gene^ 
tdl^  attdin^artimar.    ' 

THIS  Work,  which  may  ferlrc  for  forfie 
fort  of  Rule  iQ  Speaking  and  Writing, 
15  a  Colle^ion  of  ei^bt  Pieces  upon 
all  the  principal  Subje&s  of  fine  Letters^  com* 
pos'd  one  after  another^  M/ichoutany  particu- 
lar relation  between  them.  My  firft  Defigrt  _ 
was  to  endtjfvonr  the  reftoring  of  a  good  Taftc 
among  the  Ingenious,  which  has  been  fome* 
what  vitiated  by  that  Spirit  of  too  profound 
Learning,  which  reign'd  in  the  Age  before  us. 
Bot  iince  lis  vifible,  that  we  can  know  nothing 
of  Polttenefs  in  pcffedlion,  but  by  converfm^ 
with  old  Authors,  a<id  that  whatever  Genlu^ 
a  Man  brings  to  fupport  his  pretentions  ttf  ^ 
Knowledge,  be  cannot  yet  fticceed  in  it  with- 
out a  particular  Veneration  for  pure  and  found 
Antiquity  j  I  thought  it  needful  to  begin  with 
the  exciting  and  encouraging  of  this  Venera- 
tion.  For  none  will  doubt  but  that  the  Work^ 
of  the  Ancients  are  the  true  Fountains  Whenc^ 
We  are  to  draw  thefe  Riches  and  Treafures^ 
whence  good  Senfe  is  forni'd  and  composed, 
and  whence  arifes  that  admirable  Penetration 
which  enables  tis  to  diftinguiOi  true  Beautiei 
from  iAit  m  Nature,  and  by  them  to  redtifie 
bur  Judgment  in  thole  of  Art. 

Thii  i$  What  may  engage  the  Learfied  t6^ 
countenaince  my  Attemf^  i  under  which  I  pro* 
poft  €6  (hem  €h#  gretteft  £idMapl«>  in  thi^ 
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'Comparifonsy  and  the  befi  Rules  in  the  Refle&j* 
ens.    That  is,  ImtchcTtTiis  WorKas  an^^KKidg- 
ment  and  Summary  View  of  whatever  is  ex- 
cellent in  the  fevejal  parts  of  Polite  Learning. 
For  after  all,  ^tis  one  of.dhd  Faidls  of  our  hfjj^ 
that  we  do  not  apply  our  felves,i(>  ftfidlj^  as  we 
ought,  tq  thcfr  Great  Orlgintfeji^j.wJUdi  alone 
xan  fafhion  our  Wit,  and  give  the  right  Turn 
pltttarcb.  to  our  Souls.     Akibiades  wa&  of  this;OpM(qfi»>3 
in  Alci-   who  by  bis  Example,  and  by  the  Vme  hetiet 
^^^^-       oh  the  beft  Authors,  contributed  (o  xn\xQ%  to 
the  Polilbing  of  the  Tiroes  he  Uv'd  in,  and  of 
Cultivating  that  peculiar  Nicety  of  Judgment 
which  heretofore  reign'd  at  Atbtns,,    We  are 
told,  that  halving  one  day  met  with  a  Pedantic 
Pretender  to  Learning,  .who  had  not  read  Ho^ 
mer^  he  reje^ed  him  with  the  utnioft  Con- 
teropt,  as  not  apprehending  how  ic.  was  poffi* 
ble  even  to  conterfeit  the  Scholar  without  ibme 
Acquaintance  with  that  incomparable  Author* 
For  to  engage,  with  the  warmeft  Application, 
in  the  Study  of  thofe  great  Men,  was  then  the 
eftablifh'd  Method  ol:  improving  the  Mind,  and 
gaining  the  Charader  of  Senfe.     And,,  all 
Aingsconfider'd,  we  are  to  expeft  little  that's 
Jul):  and  Subftantial,  but  what  is  deriv'd  from 
their  Stores.    There's,  nothing  falfe  ip  their 
Judgnaent,nothing  wide  or  IcoTe  in  their  Man/i^^ 
ners,  nothing  attededin  their  Chai;ader :  but 
ail  has  a  tendency  to  good  Senf^j  for  which 
they,  had  fo  exquifite  a  ReUfb,  as  to  be  utter 
Strangers  to  thoie  brillant  Expreffion?,  tho& 
Q>eciou^  Thoughts^  and  Words  th^  dazzle  the 
..  y  ulgar.    So  that  .if  we  once  fqrlake  ^fe  parol 
Sources  o('Wit.and*Style,  we^all  bg  m  dan- 
•     gq:.  p£  wandring  pewstiially^  4ndina|V  never 
proceed  with  aigr  aij^red  i^eps^latbejyap  ojF 
Knjpwledge,  of  wbic^  they  are  the  only  ac- 
compiifli'd  Matters  and  Guides.  For, 
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For,  as  the  chief  Ambition  of  thefe  Aocienc, 
•Worthies,  defign  d  by  Nature  for  the  InftruAi- 
on  of  others,  was  to  dedicate  their  Attainments 
to  the  Dublick  Service,  and  to  conceal  nothing 
that  mighc  be  profitable  to  Ages  to  come  j  they 
were  careful  not  to  make  one  falfe  ftep  in  the 
vaft  courfe  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  which  they 
puffued  for  the  improvement  of  Mankind.    In  <^  ddbiti^ 
thofe  go(5d  Primitive  Days,  Virtue  was  courted  "'^,^'''" 
for   her  Native  Charms,  without  thofe  exterr^p/^^^Jj 
nal  Ornaments  with  which  Fortune  is  pleas'd  bant  amt 
Ipmetimes  to  inVeft  her  i  and  the  great^ft  Con*-  ^ng^nuay 
tention  then  among  the  Learned,  was  to  keep^— '"''^2» 
nothing  Secret  that  might  inform  and  '^benefit  ^^^^^^^^.^ 
i?ofterity.     We  ftiould  value  the  Judgment  ofnes  emne^ 
the /f<>i»tf»  Philofopber,  who  tells  us,  there  are  ?««^/"^<f«- 
fbme  Perfons  by  the  fuperiority  of  their  Geni- ^"'''^^^^J*" 
us  deftin  d  to  be  Mafters  to  others,  to  whom  //y^jf*  ^ 
we  ought  to  apply  and  adhere,  and  to  hourilh  Satyric. 
our  felves  with  their  Virtue  and  Subftance,  iicenis  in- 
wc  would  lay  a  folid  Foundation  for  Vpifdom.   ^^"^^  ^^ 

I  forbear  to  fpeak  of  the  Worth  and  Excel-  fnnuniri 
lence  of  thefe  Studies,  without  which  a  Man  opomt. 
of  Honefty  and  Civility  would  fcarcc  b^  able  •^'^  "«^^(- 
to,  find  any  Sweetnefs  or  Agreeablenefs  in  Life  j  ?  f7^'uJ!. 
becaufe  from  o'ur  acquaintance  with  thefe,  ^LS^riur^lppti 
from  a  fecret  Fountain  of  Pleafure,  fprings  all  cam,mnU 
the  Joy  of  the  Mind,  and  Entertainment  ofcurfim 
the  IJnderftandingv    'Tis  certain,  a  Man can^ \^unt^*^^' 
not  arrive  at  any  tolerable  degree  of  Polite-  sgn^'^. 
nefi,  or  of  that  Genteelnefs  which  gives  fuchEp.  ii. 
an  Air  to  Human  Converfe,  but  by  fome  tin-  ^itam  tlfe 
arureof  thefe  Faculties,  and  fome  knowledge  2"^^^. 
of  thofe  who  have  exceird  in  them-     It  was  j^/^  ^^  * 
only  by  this  means  that  Migcenas  bfecame  ihQfiudih. 
Favourite  of  the  greateft   Emperour  of  the  cic.  de  ~ 
World,  And  tlie  fineft  Gentleman  of  the  moft  ^a^^tjiie* 
Polite  Court  that  ever  was.    As  he  had  a  nice  cenatmfu^  ^ 

h  a  Tafte/jf  Uttra^^ 
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fuM  perh  Taftc  of  the  feveral  £xercifes  of  Wit  fo  he  was 
tifmumj  ygjpy  h^ppy  in  his  6^n  Compofitibns^  and  ef>- 
carmhi€    courag^d  thofe  that  had  a  Genius  for  Letters, 
cmpofuiffe.  Sis  Well  by  his  Example,  as  his  Bounty  ;  being 
Serv.  in    remarkable  for  his  Talent  ip  Vcrfe.    ^imilfan, 
^org.  1.  conceiv'd  fo  high  an  Idea  of  the  Dignity  tjf 
ctm^AugU' *^^®  Studies,  that  ht  could  not  but  condole 
fium  db     the  hard  Deftiny  of  Germankus^  in  his  being 
tiiliimis  Born  to  govern  the  Empire,  and  reign  Mafter 
j^«i/7j  ie-Qfjh^  World,  when  otherwife  he  diuft  have 
unlr^f  provd  the  greateft  Wit,  ind  the  moft  finifli^d 
pArum^i  '  Poet  of  his  Time,    And  the  fame  Author^  who 
Mis  i;/«w  is  always  fo  exa<9t  in  his  Judgment;,  does  not 
m&um  "^'^^^^^^  difficulty  excufe  C^yiruooa  this  Plea, 
Fmj^um.  ^^^^  the  Greatnefs  of  his  SouI,ana  the  vaft.pur- 
^int.     fuits  of  his  Ambition,  hindred  him  from  carry- 
inft.  L.  X.  ing  his  Eloquence  to  that  degree  of  Perfedion 
^  ^-         which   was  promised  by  his  i^i'vi^f  Geni^jis,  as 
iTsfda^  that  M^rfter  is  pleas'd  to  Style  it, 
ri,  uttTof*     We'  fee  what  Notion  thefe  Great  Men  en- 
w  i«tfg»/- tertain'd  of  the  feveral  parts  of  Learning,  of 
twiinem     which  I  am  now  making  an  Abridgment,  and 
'nmf^.    whafplace  they  held  in  their  Efteem,    And  I 
\ccupMo^  perfuade  my  felf,  it  will  not  be  taken  unkind- 
nesreri^miy  ly,  that  I  offer  this  Coliedion  to  the  Publick, 
minus  Eh'  ^a  acquaint  our  Age  with  a  new  Method  of 
^feT^tt,    ^^ching  the  Sciences  as  well  by  Authority,  in 
4uam  Di'  prcpofing  the  rtobleft  Patterns,  as  by  Reafon, 
vinumejus  in  delivering  the  trueft  Maxims  that  can  be 
i"^!iT   S'ven  for  the  ConduA  of  fo  important  a  Dc- 
Sal  dc'  ^^S"-  P^^^^^'^A  informs  us,  thai  the  Great /i^r- 
Orat.       cellus  who  was  five  times  Confal,  and  who  wor- 
hiMmett  fted  Hannibat  in  fo  many  feveral  Encounters, 
was  the  Firflt  that  animated  and  infpird  the 
Ropiarts  with  a  I>ove  for  What  was  Curious,'  by 
expofing  to  publick  View  the  PiiSiires  and  Sta- 
tues he  had  taken  at  Syracnfe.    This  is  what  I 
would  endeavour  to  do  j  to  kindle  in  the  pre- 
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fent  Age  an  AfFedion  and  Paffion  for  find 
Learnings  by  reprefentinethcfe  complcat  Mo- 
dels in  every  kind.  And  th»  may  feem  no 
improper  Method  oflnftrudion  for  Perfons  of 
QaaliQ^^  who  fliall  thus  not  be  obliged  to  de-^ 
(cend  to  the  too  mechanical  way  of  Vulgar 
Rules^  and  that  Minutenefs  of  Grammatical 
ConftrudioHj  which  is  ever  difagreeable  to 
Men  of  advanced  Underftandings. 

This  is  the  Defign  of  the  following  ColIe« 
Aioft^  in  General ;  let  us  now  view  it  in  Par* 
cicular^  according  to  the  eight  feveral  Diicour- 
ies  of  which  it  iscompos'd.    I  begin  the  firft^ 
Tome  with  the  Confideration  of  Eloquence^ 
the  moft  neceiTary  Faculty^  in  regard  of  its 
extended  and  univerfal  Ufe*    I  endeavour  to 
difplay  it  in  the  Comparifon  of  the  two  moft 
accomplifh'd  Standards    that  the  World   has 
known,  Demoftbenes  and  Cicfro,  whom  'tis  ini« 
poffible  to  ftudy  witiiout  commencing  an  Ora- 
tor, or,  at  leaft,  without  entertaining  an  Amr 
bition  to  fpfeak  and  write  exa^ly.    In  the  Pre- 
face to  this  Comparifon  I  explain  the  great 
Rule  of  this  Art,  laid  dowq  by  Arifiotky  and 
thence  take  OcoaHon  to  treat  of  the  moft  efTen** 
tial  Parts  of  Oratory.    But  nothing  feems  more 
capable  of  letting  us  into  a  juft  Apprehenfion 
of  this  Rule,  than  the  Difpute  between  Cicerp 
and  Brmm  ab^ut  the  moft  perfed  manner  of 
(peaking  in  Publick,  which  I  have  reprefented 
from  the  Epiftles  of  the  former  to  his  Friend 
Tumfonim  Atticmy  having  made  uiib  of  thofe 
Memoirs,    to  fet  this  Adventure  in  its  true 
Light,  which  will  be  fo  grateful  to  the  Curi- 
6us,  and  to  the  Lovers  of  Eloquence.    And 
the  Debate  of  thefe  two  famous  Men  upph  a 
Subje^  the  nioft  worthy  of  their  Obfervation, 
tnay  clear  iip  n^any  tl^gs  in  fo  difficult  and 
*''  '  b  3  m^ 
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tmporunt  a  Pointy  and  ferve  for  a  Key  to  the 
whole  Compari(bn« 

The  fecond  Piece,  which  is  the  Con^pari* 
fpn  of  Homer  and  f^irgily  does  not  (o  much  xe^ 
gard  the  Perfons  of  thefe  Noble  Rivals,  (equal- 
ly unknown  to  us  J  as  their  refpedive  Poem;. 
The  whole  Difcourfe  turns  upon  i;hi$  Hinge^ 
Itnd  may  be  call'd  a  Treatife  of  Epick  Poetry^ 
lince  it  contains  whatever  is  curious  in  the  ]^p* 
marks,  of  /irifiotk  and  his  Expofitors,  on  the 
Subjed,  and  at  the  fame  time  enters  into  the 
particular  Qeniw  of  thefe  Mafter-Poets^  and 
admires  Originals,  in  whofe  Charader  every 
Circumftance  is  obfetvable,  and  of  whom  no-- 
(hing  ought  to  be  \oR. 

The  third  Piece  is.  the  Comparifbn  olfhucji'* 
4ides  and  Livi^  and  is  indeed  an  Abridgmenc 
of  both  their  Works.  For,  having  firft  com- 
pat'd  the  two  Hiftorians,  in  the  full  Extent  of 
their  GttUHs  and  Chara^er^  |  proceed  to  com- 
pare their  Writings,  and  omit  nothing  that 
might  ferve  to  render  the  Parallel  juft  and  ac- 
curate. This  Piece  may  not  improperly  be 
paird  a  Treatife  of  the  fublime  Style,  of  which 
thefe  Authors  had  fo  great  a  \Liftexy  ;  befides 
that  the  Abridgment  of  their  refpeftive  Stories 
cannot  but  afford  Entertai/iment  to  the  Cu« 
rious. 

The  fourth  Piece  is  the  Gomparifpti  of  P/^ 
to  and  Arijiotky  in  which,  after  having  {aid  all 
that  relates  to  their  Perfons  and  different  Cir- 
cumftances  of  Life,  I  oppofe  their  DotSrine,  ia 
all  its  Parts,  that  is,  their  Logick,  their  Ethic|cs, 
their  Phyficks,  and  Metaphyficks  j  and  then 
conclude  with  an  Hiftorical  Account  of  the 
Adventures  of  both  their  Se<3s.  And  this  Act 
count  may  probably  have  fomewhat  particular 
(e  recommend  it^efpecUHy  to  thofe  wbodefire  ;| 
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th(vough  Acquainfance  with  thefe  Heroes  io 
Philofophy.  To  which  I  may  add  in  general, 
as  to  rtie  P0artrai(fturc  of  thefe  eight  Worthies 
whorti  I  hare  fet  one  agairift  the  other,  that 
there's  nothing  elfewhere  to  be  met  with  fo 
peculiar  concerning  each  of  them,  nothing  - 
that  can  give  us  a  ftronger  Idea  of  their  Excef- 
lerice,  or  a  more  perfect  Knowledge  of  what- 
ibever  bears  an^ Affinity  to  their  CharaAer. 

The  Second  Tome  confifts  of  KtfieBkns  up- 
on Ehjuemel  Foetry,  Hifiory,  and  VhiUfofhy^  iti 
the  fame  Order  with  the  precedent  domp4- 
rffohs. 

The  firff  Piece  in  this  Tome,  which  con- 
tains the  Reflediofts  upon  Eloquence,  is  divide4 
*Jrito  three  Parts  •  Reflexions  upon  the  Elo- 
quence of  the  Times,  in  general  j  upon  the 
Etequenceof  the  Bar,  and  that  of  the  Pulpit: 
In  which  an  exaft  Account  is  given  of  whaj: 
fecms  remarkable  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  fever4J 
fends  of  Eloquence^  with  the  R^iles  at  large 
ttpori  whith  die  CharaAer  of  each  of  them  is 
to  bettiilt. 

The  fecohd  Treatife,  being  the  Reflexions 
upon  l^o^rj;  dlfplay?  all  the  (eyeral  Species  of 
Verfe,    with  ;thcir  different  Charaaers,    and 

firefents  the  Reader  with  whatever  can  be  of- 
erd  on  the  ^t  of  Poefy  in  general.  JJut 
what's  particular  in  this  Piece,  is,  rhat  it  con- 
tains a  Jfudgment  upon  all  the  eminent  Poets  ii^ 
aCouneoT  almoft  two  thoufand  Years,  that 
have  written  In  Greeks  Latin^  Italian^  and  Spa^ 
nijhj  and  almoft  in  all  forts  of  Meafures.  A- 
'  gain,  a  peculiar  Difouifitibn  is  here  made  intq 
the  various  kinds  of  Poems,  with  their  diftin-* 
guifliing  Beauties :  The  whole  being  inter- 
mixed v^ith  fuch  Rules,  Principles,  and  Rq- 
*    '  b  4  marks^ 
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laarH^^    a$  ^ay  furnifii  oni  the  comple«t9^ 
]|^nowledge  of  this  wonderful  Arc 

The  third  Difcourfe  is  properly  a  compl^^t: 
Body  of  Hiftorical  Inftrudions^  iUuftrated  as 
well  by  Rules  and  Maxi^is,  as  by  Examples 
taken  From  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Hiftori- 
ans«    It  explains  the  Aim  aod  Scope  of  Hifto- 
ry^  wh^t  '^is  it  pretends  to^  what  Qoarfe  it 
fteers,   ,an4  what  End  it  jpurfues.    Hence  it 
enters  into  the  Difcuffion  ot  the  principal  Que* 
ftions  on  this  SubJ6<9:  j  i(  Hxews  wheat's'  the  moft 
proper  Style  of  Hifipiy^  or  in  what  manner  it 
ought  to  be  written^  whether  a  Noblenefs  or 
a  Simplicity  of  Expref^oq>  be  moft  agreeable 
j:o  its  Chara^er ;  in  what  the  Purity  and  Siti^- 
.plicity  pi  the  Hiftorical  Style  confifts ;  wh^t 
jhould  be  its  Matter,  and  what  its  Form  ;  th^t 
\is  Tmb  alone  can  ma)ce  it  pleafe^  and  anfwer 
its  juft  End  and  Intention :  what  ihould  be  the 
di(linguiihing  Hule  of  its  Narrations,  of  its 
Circutnftances,    its  Tranfitions,  Figures,  pe« 
fcriptipns,  iEIarangues,  Char^<S(ers  pf  Perfons, 
JReflecaions,   Digreffions,    with  whatever  be- 
longs to  the  peculiafr  R,l}etoric|c  of  Hiftory. 
The  Treatife  ends  with  a  Pifplay  of  the  prp- 
per  Gcnim  of  an  Hiftoria%  with  regard  as  well 
tp  his  Abilities  as  his  Integrity,  together  with 
f  Cenfure  of  the  Gree&y    La^tin^  Italian,  an4 
$pani(h  Hiixorians ;  and  this  winds  up  (he  third 
Piec^.     c  ,  ^ 

The  fourth  which  i?  written  uppn  Tbihfifify, 
^  explains  the  |life^  Brogrefj,  and.pecay,  and 
all  the  Adventures  of  this  Science,  thro'  the 
many  Ages  of  its  Courfe,  It,  reprefents  tbe' 
Charadler  of  the  Ancient  Philpfophers,  bdfa 
Pythagoras  to  the  laft  Sed  of  the  AgsJemiei,  and 
fiiftinguifhes  this  according  to  the  thr^  ^V^^l 
Periods  pf  the  Ajfadmj.    An4  Iwr^ng  purged 
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Fhilofophy  ia  geijeral,  from  all  the  Stains  and 
filenoUhes  whidi  mdft  of  the  eminent  Matters, 
trtie5  or  falfe^  have  left  upon  it^  having  re^ 
mov'd  all  Imparity  or  Error^  ariimgfrom  the^ 
ImperfeAion  of  their  Notions^  orNhnners^  fo 
^  to  render  it  an  honeft  and  agreeable  £nter<^ 
fainment  of  Mind^  it  then  omrs  an  Abridg- 
ment of  thd  Logick^  Ethicks^  niyficks,  and 
^Metaphylicks  of  jill  the  old  Philofophers^  but 
more  particularly  of  Plato,  Arifictie,  Xeno,  and 
Epkm^us,  being  the  Sam  of  what  is  memora- 
ble in  thefe  four  Authors,  upon  thefe  four 
Parts  of  Philofophy^  not  omitting  the  Sentir 
inent!^  of  the  Modern  Philofophers,  what  is 
lingular  in  the  Phyiicks  c^GaJfendm  and  Difeat'^ 
€^us.  With/  their  Excellencies  and  Defaults. 
And  this  laft  Piece  concludes  with  fome  un- 
common Remarks  as  to  the  Ufe  of  Philofophy 
in  Rel^ion,  giving  a  fort  of  an  Abftrad  ot  the 
feveral  Demonftrations  offer'd  by  Ancient,  or 
Modem. Afchgi^s,  for  the  Eftabliftiment  of  out 
Holy  Faith^  and  to  t^ach  us  to  be  Cbrifiums^ 
before  W9  are  Philofophers.  or  to  be  gqod  TU- 
hfifbcrs  only  that  we  may  be  better  Cbrifiisms. 


ADFERTISEAfENTf 

T7f  THatever  Care  J  h^ve  taken  to  omit 
V  V  nothing  in  this  fo  important  Compari- 
fon,  pf  the  two  great  Orators,  and  whatever 
Affiftance  t  hav^  borrowed  from  Sifi^tilian  and 
Tliitarcb  to  render  it  the  more  eixaft,  J  muft 
9onfefi  my  felf  to  have  been  put  to  new  Diffi- 
culties by  the  Controverify  between  Clara  and 
Brutm  about  the  Perfeftion  of  Eloquence.  Brth 
tm  was  recommended  to  the  Acquaintance  of 
Qk^r^  by  their  C^ommon  friend  >  fmff^if 
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Idnicm;  Ciahy  who  ii^  tbe  moft  raqcihita 
Difiremnient  of  true  NCeiic^'  ^9s  tSketifA  afi4 
eTen  riTtfli'd  with  that  of  Brm^^  in  Whom  hft 
found  fach  xGenim  for  Ovatory,  fwh  4  Difpo- 
iition  to  every  thing  liax  was  excellem^  ^t^ 
fo  much  true  Pzohicy.  and  Virtue  of  Soul.  In** 
deed  Brutm  was  then  tfae^orfoh  who  ftood  firft 
in  the  £fteem  of  ail  the  Men  of  Wit  andQuii^ 
iicy  at  Rme.  It  was  by  diefe  Advantages  t^it 
he  merited  the  Familiaticy  of  Fmrpomt^  Atti" 
€m,  the  tBoft  accomplifh'd  <Sentteman*'in  th<^ 
Commonwealth ;  who^  tho'  he  declined  all 
^Employments,  and  preferred  the  Solitude  ofi 
private  Life,  yet  ftill  retain  d'  the  freeft  Inter- 
CQurle  with  tfiofe  that  governVl  the  State,  fuch 
as,  Pdmpey,  Csfar,  TntBy,  Afi^ny'^XiStaviuslLefidiff 
and  the  reft*  Brmm  wss  no  fooher  acqoa ii^tra 
with  his  Charader,  but  he^caonceivVl  an  Airoi^. 
tion  of  being  in  the  Number  qf  his  Frietidt 
And  he  fdcijcte^cd  fo  well  In-'his  Defire,  «h^ 
jittiatf  'Wffs'chartnM  with  h«  Company,  k'nd 
.was  full  of  his  PrJkife.  He,  a?  we  obfcry'4  fiJ^ft 
fpoke  of  bim  toCicero^  and  had  the  HdnouV  0f 
tying  fo  ftria  a  Knot  between  thdfe  Geiterous 
Hearts.  CiVm  was  then  about  threcfcore  years 
old,  and  Brutus  about  thirty.  Eloquence  wa^ 
the  firft  Subjearof  itheir  CtoiterfAtion  :  Atticm 
took  a  Pleafure  in  engaging  them  upon  thi^ 
Tojpick  not  to  create  ah  Animofity,  which  Was 
fo  tar  from  his  Temper,  but  to  give  Brutas  the 
fuller  View  of  Cirere?,  whofe  Charafter  was  fo 
eftaUiihM  in  this  Profeflion,  and  to  unite  their 
Minds  in  the  clofer  Ifttihiacy  atid  AiFeftion* 

They  we^e,  at  firft  fight,  fo  prepoflcfiii  in 
one  another's  Favour,  that  perhaps  never  any 
Friendlhip  made  a  greater  Progrefsin  a  fhorteir 
Time.  Yet  among  fo  many  excellent  Quali* 
^es  whi^b  engaged  then*  in  this  happy  AlKance^ 
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di^yetibuodthcmfelves  to  entertain  fome 
iliffeVent  Notions  on  the  point  of  Eloquence 
wl^ife  as  yet  the  Calm  and  Tranquillicy  of 
Publick  Affairs  allow'd  them  the  Freedom  of 
a  Debate^  and  before  the  Commonurealth  was 
made  aPrey  to  the  Defies  of  Ambitious  Men; 
Attkus^  to  reconcile  their  Notioqs^  advifed  CJ-  Btwu  «p 
cetB  to  write  his  Sentiments  upon  Oratory,  ^''  f^^ 
which  firutus^   by  his  fwect  Gompliance  of  2J"^jJ|*^ 
"JTemper,  above  all  things defired.  ciciul-    . 

Cicero  undertook  the  Argument^  in  confi«  Attic  Bp. 
dence  of  his  Old  Reputation.    He  had  indeed  •?•  L 14. 
been    long   acknowledged   for     the     Great  2j*^J?[* 
Mafier  of  Speaking^  and  the  Orators  of  his  sUmtu 
time  paid  him  fuch  a  general  Deference^  xh^tf^ifPffm 
Hirtius  and  D$lakeUa.  two  of  the  moft  eminent  ^j'jj^  A 
of  the  number,  did  him  the  Honour  to  con-  ^f^^j^ 
fc{$  them  felves  his  Scholars ;  as  he  himfelf  in-  diy  tiU 
timates  in  a  Letter  to  Pjetus.    In  a  word,  his  (m;^  fbi 
Judgment  on  this  whole  Art  had  hitherto  born  ^^^'^  ?«» 
£0  great  a  Weight,  that  he  did  not  queftion  itsj^jj   * 
Prevalence  with,  the  young  Gentleman,  ^'Hinhm 
gainft  whom  he  was  now  engaged.    Upon6^PoU. 
this  View,  he  composed  his  Treatife  cftbe  mofi  ^**/'- 
Ttrfeffkmd  ofElo^Mcnce,  of  which  we  have  on-|^^" 
ly  a  Fragment  remaining.    But 'twas  aSur-*ij«,  cte<^ 
pri^e  to  mm  to  hear  that  Brutus  was  not  fatis-  ^ndi  nui^ 
Aed  with  his  Reafons,  and  had  intimated  asl'^^'^'Ep* 
much  xo  Atticus.    Cicero,  touch'd  in  his  Ho)- g^^^*^ 
nour  by  the  Liberty  of  this  young  Critick,  ww  jcrip: 
Vas  impatient  to  hear  Brutus  himfeutplay  tht  fityfibi  il^ 
Orator,  that  he  might  have  his  Turn  of  judg-^^J*^ 
ing.     He  fooA  obtained  his  WiiK  j  Brutus  fpake  ^  J^^ 
in  the  Ci^tol^  and  fent  him  the  Speech.  What  ri,  ad  At- 
Opinion  he  h^d  of  it,  he  tells  their  Friend  tic  iW. 
4t^icus  :  I  bave-rccdvd  Brutus  i  Sfeech,  from  the  ^^^i/^ 
.Author  j    and  I  think  it  to  he  mofi  finely  written,  <4w»2pi 
i^^i  Eh^uenf  hjon4  Comf^rifon.    And  again,  the  ihid.v     ^ 
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^^^^  l^otlon  he  bos  tf  the  mop;  ferfeSl  CbardBer  <f  Ek- 

fuumi  efi^9  ^hat  nothing  can  be  more  admirabkp     This 

fcrifta,  eu-  feems  to  me  a  true  Argamenc  of  Greacnef$  of 

T^jSi'    Soul  in  Tulfy,  to  be  fo  free  of  his  Commend^- 

2««r'    ^^^"  ^^  ^^^*  young  Oratpr,  who  ha4  been  ho 

wbislm'  lefs  ^ree  in  difTenting  from  his  Judgment.    For 

.  jii&i/  p^t  thus  he  confeifes  to  Atticufy  That  h^  ha4founi 

^^d^^i'  '*"  '**^  Dlfcourfe  all  manner  (f  Purity,  Elegance  and 

^^^^Bmh//,  W,  in  fine,  aU  the  Ornaments  cf 'which  it 

defiftim  '^^s  capable.    He  acknowledges  the  whole  to 

-  gimttt  di"  be  composed  in  fuch  a  degree  of  Perfeftion,  to 

f«iA/i^/w  which  nothing  can  be  added,  either  for  the 

Sviw  Thoughts  or  Words.    How  delighted  ftoul^l 

$imy  m  we  be  co  fee  a  Difcourfe  fo  accompliih'd  in  ^U 

elegfntius  its  Numbers,  and  which  gave  fo  much  Satis- 

^i  #j  faction  to  Cicero,  aher  Brutus  had  appear'd  dif- 

tmt,M.  fatisfied  ^ici^  Cicero's  Prefent !    This  is  a  pitch 

of  Honour  and  Sincerity  which  may  pa&  for 

preroical! 

But  afcer  all,  Cicero,  by  a  rcfjned  Strain  of 
peltcacy,  oJ>je4c4  to  Hira,  that  in  fo  com- 
pleat  ^  performance,  he  had  not  yet  p'referveU  , 
all  rhe  Decorum  necefTary  to  his  Chara^er 
and  Perfon.    Indeed,  there  was  Ground  for 
thi&Cenfure.     £r«ri^#  harangu'd  the  People  i^ 
the  Capitol,  after  the  Death  of  C^/ir :   He  wa^ 
to  fpeak  of  Liberty,  hayiqg  juft  before  had  a 
hand  in  refduing  hi?  Cpuntry  from  the  Ty- 
rant, and  now  fpe^ing  to  tt^ofe  who  bad 
tt^fiil-   concurr'd  in  the  ^Aion :    For  my  own  fari^ 
iam  cath    fays  Tulfy  tO  Atticas,    bad  I  been  to  appear  on  that 
fmbabu^  Occafioft,  I  would  have  fpoke  with  more  Ardor  and 
fkfi  ofl  f^^hemenee  j  for  you  know  what  would  have  hep 
Mntsutivi' ^^f»ported  with  the  Perjhn  of  the  Speaktr.     The 
i^squm^  Argument  of  Difcourfe  was  Liberty,  the  Au- 
ilnlr^Ev  ^^^^^*  ^^^®  *  People  the  faoft  jealous  of  their 
a.  i!  XV  Liberty  ,•  and  now  beginning  to  breathy  aftrfr 
ad  Attic."  .  ^  J       :    .     J  .      y        .     -       ^^^^ 
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their  Apprchenfions  of  Servitude^  by  C^Jar^s 
l3eath  :    I  might  not,  fays  he,  bai/e  diffUfdfi  Siifif§. 
much  Tolitenefs  and  Elegance  as  Brutus,    hut   t  ^^fjf^ 
would  have  Jhewn  more  Concern  and  Commotion  j  nhfyiuU- 
And  if  you  refieS  a  little  upon  the  Vehemence  cfDC'  jm,  meU 
mofihenes,  that  Eloquence  vl^hieh,  lite  the  fhrokes  ^ige^  Mpf 
of  thunder,  was  fo  irrepfiahle,  and  which  tender  d  2JJ^* 
him  the  ChjeSt  rf  Wonder  and  Terror y  you  will  con-  ^SflW 
fefs  that  1  am  in  the  right,  and  that  the  Volitett  E-  iici^^i, 
Jegance  is  not  inconfifient  with  the  noblefi  Refolution. ' 
In  the  Character  which  Brutus  proposed  of  the 
Athenian  Accuracy  and  Brightnefs,  nothing 
could  be  more  ac(;omplifli'd  :  but  then  all  the 
l^erfedion  of  Eloquence  does  not  confift  in 
this  Charader :  there  is  an  Eloquence  ftrong^ 
mafculihe  and  nervous,  which  is  Vidorover 
^U  :  an^  there*s  an  Eloquence  fofiL  charming 
and  agtedable^  which  is  Miftrefs  or  all. 

iThis  Adventure^  the  Circumftances  of 
^hich  I  meet  with  in  the  twenty  third  Epiftte 
of  the  fourteenth  Book,  and  in  the  firft  of  the 
fifteenth  Book  of  Tully  to  Atticue^  may  contri- 
bute tojhe  illuftrating  that  Rule  which  I  /ball 
offer,  for  the  Comparing  of  thefc  two  Re- 
no wn'd  Orators,  may  open  the  Eyes  of  Inwl- 
ligent  Perfons  to  difcerji  that  there  are  diffe-  ' 
rent  Ways  and  Charafters  6f  Eloquence,  each 
cf  which  may  be  fupremely  Excellent  in  its 
kind  /  may  (hew  them  what  is  Effential  to  the 
main  Point  here  in  Debate  ,  and  coiivince 
them,  that  the  Judgment  I  venture  to  pafs  up- 
on thefe  great  Mafiets,  Is  built  upon  the  moft 
foHd  Foundation. 

But,  to  come  to  my  particular  Defign  in 
this  Comparifon^  I  declare  it  is  no  other  thain 
CO  prbpote  to  the  prefent  Age  an  accomplilhed 
Scaodard  of  l^oquence ;  it  beifig  uAiverfally 
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^greed^  that  Deimfihems  and  Cicero  are  the 
Men  who  have  carried'  this  Art  to  its  utrnoft 
Height,  and  moft  abfolute  Perfedion.  And 
'tis  reaionable  to  believe,  weHiouId  be  blefled 
with  nobler  Orators^  in  the  Pulpit^  and  at  thd 
Bar^  if  thefe  Originals  were  more  clofely  ftu^ 
died.  Befides,  xh^y  both  held  fo  very  confi-' 
derable  a  Figure  in  their  refpedive  States^  that 
their  Life  may  be  many  ways  ufefu|  to  Perfons 
of  Quality  and  Diftindion  ;  and  the  Merit  of 
both  is  of  fo  vaft  an  Extent,  that  may  ferye 
for  a  Model,  not  only  to  Magiftrates  and  Put>- 
lick  Minifters,  but  likewife  to  alLthofe^that 
pretend  to  any  Greatnefs  of  SbiiC  or  Eleva- 
tion of  Spirit. 

The  main  Point  in  this  whole  Comparifonj 
is  the  fixing  of  a  Rule,  by  which  it  may  be 
juftty  and  fuccefsfully  managed.  ArifiotU  has 
obliged  us  with  fuch  a  Rule  in  the  fecond. 
Chapter  of  the  firft  Book  of  his  Rhetorick, 
When  he  obfefves,  that  the  Knd  of  Oratory  is  Vet- 
fwajum^  andthnt  there  are  three  things  which  have 
the  chiifFower  to  ferfaade^  the  Merit  of  the  Spea^ 
ker^  t£e  Difpofition  oftbofe  to  whom  iejfpeais^  and 
his  mamer  of  Speaking.  Hence  we  may  efta- 
bli(h  a  Method  for  the  trying  of  thefe  Rilral 
Orators.  In  the  firft  Part  we  compare  their 
Perfonal  Merit,  which  confifts  in  their  Inte^* 
grity  and  their  Ability.  In  the  Second  part,^ 
We  endeavour  to  fix  the  Charader  of  Wit  and 
Senfe^  as  it'ftood  in  Athens  and  Rome,  in 
the  time  of*  Demoftbenes  and  Cieerif.  In  the 
thirds  wbkh  regards  the  Manner  of  Speaking^ 
we  offer  an  Abridgment  of  their  Eloquence 
on  both  fides.  But  in  oar  whole  Attempt  of 
giving  the  Pourtrai(a  of  thefe  Matters,  we 
ought  to  take  ^intiliaifs  Advice,  who  was  (6 
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isxcdiletit  a  Judge  of  both  :  We  are  (fays  he)  ^tjauis 
to  frmuiime  witb  Meiejtf  aMCami^  m  fi  Gr§a$  ^tS' 
Ms'a,  Ufi  or  it  cwhmonlf  bappens  in  the  PForJJ^  Wci^€ri. 

i3oi  tbe  Skill  to  tmdn/lanil.  ^  pmmU 

dmbmt^  m 

rifpeg€» 
ciJStyUm- 


,9e9tfUt 

mnimel^ 
ligujftf 
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''lfc>Age4.  1.8.  f.  bave^r.fitid.  f.. 2,1.  I sntefenult.' 
X  t.inflruSt,  p.i8.  Ai/jr^.r..  iu^tiHtu  t^H  wlrif 
Ti  911k-  p.  l6.  Mdr^.  T.  MMfAVdv  X^ufJV  i^ifJl®-. 
p.  35,  I.  22.  r.  into  whom.  p.  ^7.  1,  i.  r.raft,  Lfenult. 
T.  wejhdll  cmfefs  that  Heroes^  &c.  ft  39.  L  21. 
r.  without  wi/hing  that  Demofthenes  had  takpt.  p.  4 1 .  r. 
Arpimtm.  p.  42.  l.ii.  r.  thing.  1.  2d.  t.rf  the  placid 
p.  57. 1.  23:  del.  /^/.  p.  S3. 1.  ult.  deL  ah^.  p.  55.  r.  ar^ 
rangement.  pi  57.  L  9,  10.  r.  had  it  been  froBiid  ly 
Demofthenes.  I  13.  r.  QrJvitji  p;  61.  v.froteeded.  p.7$. 
1.  ult.  r.  Aufonius.  p.  1 1 5. 1.  4.  r.  than  on.  p.  lao,  L  32. 
r.  And  *tis  one  way  of  gaining  Authority^  not  tofretind  to 
it^  p.  1 24'  !•  antefeniSti  r.  becaufe  He^or  i  Death  was  not 
tbeiuftBedfim  of  Affairs^  htt  mfy  onOhftacleto'thatDes^ 
cifion  rem&o*d.  p.  126.  r.  ragione.  p.  141.  t.primc.  p.  145. 
L  22.deleffcra.  p.  163.  v.  and  even  theAfplaufe.  p.  173* 
r.  jhew  what  founds  harfh,  or  what  wants  Omamiffti,  or 
where,  (^c  p.  174.  Marg.  T.d^asmkByU.  p.  177;  1.  22. 
ddconly.  1.  24.  dele  ii(ewife.  p.  195.  1. 16,  r.  colleRedi^ 
p.  210.  f.  jEneidoy  r.  tiiade.   f.  Thee  Greeks  &c.  r. 

Yield  l^me  and  Greece,  thy  yanquifli'd  Iliad  mourn^ 
A  Nobler  Oilspring  haftens  to  be  fiom. 

p;  215.  f.  of  the  Hopital^  r.  de  f  Hopitat.  p.  229.  f* 
)ouHgi<fn,  r.Grandfon.  p.  zi6.  f.  what,  r.wbat\  p.  242* 
Marg.  Ti  cidrijjimij;  260.  f.  interfered,  r.  fiUlin  out. 
p.  266.  Marg.  del.  H(/?.  t(pm.  I.  37.  p.  274.  r.  his 
Sfloen.^.'27$.  1.6.  r.Vropenfity.  p.  277.  l.'i.r.againft 
him.  p.  279.  r.Tumebus.  p.  2S2.  f.had,  r.  might  have. 
p.  301.  f.  J?^,  r.  fifteen,  p.  303.  Mir^.  r.  ^tff  ne  in 
malts,  p.  330.  Marg,  {.  lib.  t.Liv.  In  the  Comp  qf  Pla- 
to ««rf  Artftorie.  f.  Aulugilla,  t  A.  Gelliai.  p.  i^j\  \f 
Loyalty,  r.  Hoyalty.  p.  376.  f.  at  ifs,  r.  at  his.  p.  389. 
T.^ook.  of  Interprdtation.  p;  390.  t.fir  the  Ideas  of  things 
are  pnly.  p.  392.  dele  of  Air.  p.  394.  L  8.  r.  Medatm 
408.  £  Befliality,  r.  meanmfs.  p;  4I4.L  pemdt.  t.  d 
Foot  Jfall  that.weigh*s  shore  when  it  is  blown,  p.  430./.  xo. 
n  J^nr  ff/on  it.  p.- 447.  r.  Auftiii  ;  p.  452.  r.  Oamaf^ 
cius.  p.  454»  r.  HeracUus.  p.  477*  ^  antepenult  t.  400. 
p.  487.  1.  21.  X*  brought  up.  p;  496*  n  Morality. 
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CHAP.     I 

jf/n  Encomium  upon  Dtfrnofthcnes  and 
Cicero,  in  order  to  git^e  us  an  Idea 
of  their  (J^peEiive  Merits. 

THE  Merit  of  Demofihenes  and  Cicero 
is  fo  tranfcendenc^  thac  none  can 
underftand  it^  or  value  it  in  Pro- 
portion to  its  Extent^  but  thofethaC 
are  furnifli*d  with  equal  Qualifications,  and  re- 
nowned for  equal  Worth,  the  Underftanding 
and  Knowledge  of  thiiags,  which  young  Pro- 
ficients in  Learning  acquire  by  their  firft  Stu- 
dies^ is  too  much  limited  and  circumfcrib'd^ 
to  render  them  capable  of  judging  between 
thefc  two  Authors ,  or  of  eftimating  their 
Works  according  to  their  trtie  Intrinfick  Va« 
lue.  In  order  to  this  there  is  reqjuired,  hot 
only  a  competent  fliare  of  Natural  Abilities^ 
Inic.a  goodftock  of  found  and  foUdSenfe* 
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the  EfFed  of  Time  and  Age^  together  with  an 
unprejudig'd  and  sncorrupcedjudgment^  gain'd 
and  improv'd  by  being  well  versM  in  Ancient 
Writers.  Tho'  I  can,  ray  felf,  make  no  Pre- 
tence to  any  of  thefe  Qualifications,  yet,  if  I 
here  make  fome  Obfervations  upon  what  is 
moft  remarkable  in  thefe  two  Orators,  I  hope 
my  Endeavours  of  this  Nature  will  not  prove 
altogether  Ufelefs  and  IncfkdusA  to  others, 
in  order  to  their  attaining  to  fuch  neceflary 
Accomplifhments.  This  was  the  only  Motive 
that  indued  me  to  publifli  my  Reflexions  up- 
on this  Subjdd  ;  and  I  muft  confefs,  that,  up- 
'  on  a  Survey  of  what  I  had  writ,  I  was  more 
perfuaded  than  before,  that  thefe  two  Incom- 
parable Genio's,  like  other  miraculous  Pro- 
dudions  of  Nature,  were  never  feen  in  the 
World  but  once  ;  and  that,  as  it  is  dilSicult  to 
comprehend  their  Excellencies,  'tis  ftill  much 
more  fo  to  defcribe  them. 

It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands,  that  never 
did  Eloquence  form  two  greater  Orators,  nor 
Policy  r^ifetwo  more  accomplifh'd  States- Men. 
But  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  by  which  of 
thefe  two  noble  means  they  acquired  moft  Glo- 
ry ;  whether  by  their  great  Adions,  or  by 
their  Eloquence :  For  befides  their  great  Abi- 
lities and  moft  confummate  Capacities ;  be- 
fides their  profound  Infight  and  moft  perfe& 
Views,  their  refind  Underftandings  gave  thein 
into  all  manner  of  Bufinefs ;  they  had  the  Art 
of  maintaining  and  Enforcing,  in  their  Publick 
Aftemblies,  all  thofe  wife  Refolutions,  of 
which  they  themfelves  had  given  the  firft 
Overtures ;  and  of  perfuading  their  Audience 
to  whatever  they  pleas'd. 

It  were  fuperfluous  in  this  Place  to  fpeak  of 
all  the  Harangues,  Negociations,  Embaffie^^ 
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treaties  of  War  and  Peace,  Secret  and  Pub- 
lick  Intelligences ,  and  of  al  1  the  Expeditions 
ofDemofibems  j  as  well  as  of  the  Superinten- 
dences.  Provincial  Governments,  Military 
Commands,  and  of  that  Sovereign  Power  Ci^ 
cm  enjoy'd,  in  the  moft  flourifhing  State  in  thd 
Woridi  when  there  are  ftill  behind,  far  greater 
things  than  chefe  to  be  faid  in  honour  of  them^ 
For  there  is  none  that  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
good  Fortune  they  both  had  of  Numbering 
Kings  in  the  Lift  of  their  Clients,  of  giving 
their  Pioteiftion  to  Crown  d  Heads,  and  of 
ruling  the  Deftiny  of  all  that  was  then  great  . 
in  the  World.  The  Eloquence  oi  Demofibenei 
was  the  beft  Security,  and  the  fureft  Defence 
of  Greece^  and  the  greateft  Bulwark  of  Perfi^^ 
againft  the  Defigns  of  the  Macedonian  Kings  j 
zn^  that  of  Cicero^  in  deftroying  Catiline^  pre- 
vented the  Ruin  of  Rome^  which  otherwife  it 
cou'd  neither  have  avoided,  nor  repaired.  It 
rais'd  Young  OBawus  to  the  Cbnfulfliip,  at  at 
time,  when  the  Averfion  againft  the  Ufurpd* 
tion  of  his  Predeceffbr  (o  univerfally  prevailed 
amongft  all  forts  of  People,  that  he  dar'd  not 
fo  much  as  entertain  the  leaft  Thought  of  it^ 
efpecially  at  the  Age  he  was  then  of,  had  tiot 
Cicera  encourag'd  him  to  put  in  his  PreteiiOons 
to  that  Honour,  with  a  Promife  of  his  Affi- 
ftance  :  and  'twas  this  great  Orator  alone  that 
gave  that  mighty  Turn  of  Affairs,  by  tbofe 
Harangues  he  made  to  thePec^le  againft  Mora 
Antony. 

The  Abilities  of  thefe  two  Orators  ^tit  fd 
great,  that  all  the  Learned  Men  of  Antiquity 
haveev^r  looked  upon  them  as  Prodigies^  And 
traly,  if  any  one  will  but  take  the  pain^  <» 
dive  deep,  and  fearch  for  into  their  WorkS^^ 
he  will  find  fuch  a(  v^  Extent  of  KLnoMTledge^ 
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that  it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  it  was  pofBble 
for  them,  who  fpent  almoft  their  whole  Lives 
in  PubRck  Employments,  to  have  any  Referve 
of  time  for  Contemplation.  For.  never  cer- 
uinly  did  any  two  Men  engage  in  fo  ma- 
ny Important  Enterprizes^  tranfadt  fo  much* of 
State  Affairs,  and  difpatch  fo  much  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Bufinefs,  and  yet  have  Opportunity  to 
make  chemfelves  Mafters  of  all  that  Know- 
ledge that  is  acquir'd  by  Study  and  Meditation. 


C  H  A  P.     H- 

Learned  Men  haye  not  frefumd  to  ie- 
terminey  to  which  of  tbefe  two  great 
Orators^  the  ^Preference  ought  to  be 
giVeiu 

Nothing  can  give  us  a  nobler  Idea  of  their 
Merit,  than  the  Difficulty  all  Men  that 
have  had  any  Knowledge  of  Letters^  or  any 
eaile  of  Eloquence/  have  ever  found  in  deci- 
ding, to  which  the  Precedence  is  to  be  given. 
Their  declining  thus  to  pafs  their  Judgment 
ifl  this  Cafe,  is  a  great  Inilance  of  the  Refpe^k 
every  one  bore  them ;  sl  Decifion  of  this  Na- 
ture being  look  d  upon  as  either  coo  difficulty, 
or  too  bold  an  Attempt :  And  the  truth  is^  not 
to  mention  a  great  many  Learned  Men  that 
have  been  famous  in  thefe  latter  Times^  I  find 
chat  Plutarch,  ^intllian,  and  LonginMs,  who  . 
,  are  the  three  great  Authors  of  Antiquity,  that 
have  with  the  mofl  exad:  care  examined  into, 
thathO'Ve  bed  underltood^  and  have  pafs'd  the 
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trueft  Judgment  upon  Demofihenes  and  Cieeroy 
arc  very  referv'd  in  this  Matter,  and  have  not 
prefum'd  to  declare  therafclves  on  either  fide. 
I  /hall  fay  nothing  of  that  Sicilian^  call'd  OVi- 
liusy  who,  as  Suidas  telk  us,  was  the  firft  that 
compar'd  them  together,  becaufe  his  Works 
arc  loft. 

Longinusy  in  his  Treatife  of  SiAlime,  having  Long.  cif. 
compar'd  the  Eloquence  of  Demofihenes  to  *'• 
Thunder,  which  over-turns  all  things ,  and 
that  ofCiVffoto  a  great  Fire,  which  devours 
and  confumes  all,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged 
to  give  his  own  Judgment  of  them,  refers  us 
to  Teretftianusy  Who  is  not  fo  clear,  as  to  this 
Point,  as  he  himfelf  is. 

^intiiian,  where  he  makes  a  jZomparifon  Hon  ^nm 
of  the  Qualities  and  Accompliflimepts  of  thefc  quintm 
two  Orators,  profefTes  that  he  does  not  pre-  *"/*^  f*^ 
^  tend  to  determine,  to  which  the  Preference  is  ^^.  vSi 
to  be  given ;  but  declines  it  as  too  great  z  u  n<m  ft 
Prefumption,  and  what  would  engage  him  too  P^^i  ut 
far  in  the  Difpute,  fliould  h€  declare  his  Opi-  p^J^J^ 

Plutarch  y  themoft  Judicious  and  Learned  of  lib.  xo, 
all  the  Criticks,  having  given  us  the  Portrai-  c.  i, 
dures  of  thefe  two  Orators,  and  put  their  Fan- 
cy, Humour,  Tempers,  and  even  their  Ad- 
ventures together  in  a  Balance,  dares  not  make 
UAncWno  either  way,  acknowledging  himfelF 
not  well  enough  vers'd  in  the  Latin  Tongue, 
to  be  able  to  judge  between  them. 

We  may,  considering  that  Plutarch  had  been 
Tutor  to  Trajany  and  writ  in  the  time  of  Adri^ 
any  and  that  the  Greeks  were  a  People  that  ne- 
ver us'd  to  praife  any  Nation  but  their  own, 
impute  this  his  Refervedneis,  to  an  Excefs  of 
good  Breeding,  or  rather  to  a  Politick  Defigii 
of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  Romans.    And 
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mdeed  one  may  wonder^  that  he  did  not  take 
that  Advantage  in  Favour  of  Dimofibems  ^ 
which  might  have  been  allow'd  the  Orator 
from  that  Series  of  Time  his  Reputation  had 
)>een  eftablilh'd^  before  ever  Cietro  begun  to 
^urifh^  which  was  at  leaft  three  hundred 
Years.  For  Reputation,  like  Nobility,  the 
more  ancient  it  is,  is  always  the  more  valuable; 
But  not  to  depend  upon  falfe  Gonje&ui'es^ 
I  think  it  more  proper  to  fit  down  contented 
with  this,  as  the  moft  probable  Reafon  of  thefc 
(hree  Criticks,  who  are  number  d  amongfi  the 
moft  Judicious,  not  determining  any  thing  in 
this  Controverfy,  w^.  the  Difficulty  of  re* 
JTolving  which  fide  to  take,  when  both  are  io 
eminently  deferving.  For  a  great  Search  and 
Penetration  into  Matters,  which  in  all  other 
Cafes  is  indifpenfably  neceifary  to  qualifie  us 
to  judge  weU  of  Things,  is  here  a  Hindrance  } 
^na  the  f^rrber  we  fee  into  them,  and  the 
more  we  know  of  them,  the  more  difficult  it 
is  to  pronounce  which  beft  defervcs  the  Prize, 
for  this  cannot  be  determin'd,  unlefs  there  be 
fome  apparent  Difparity,  which  it  is  as  hard  to 
4iicover,  as  it  is  (o  compare  their  Wit  and  Elo- 
quence, there  being  no  certain  Rule  whereby 
%o  meafure  t\itm.  However,  that  we  may 
draw  fome  fort  of  Comparifon  between  them, 
we  muft  fi]^  upon  fome  Principle  ;  according 
tp  whlch^  we  may  proceed  in  our  Examtna-* 
tion  of  tbefe  two  great  Perfons,  who  have  hi^ 
(herto  paf»'d  for  the  trueft  Standards  of  plo- 
^ueqcff. 
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The   ejlablifhin^  a  <I(uley   by  which  the 
Comparifon  may  he  made. 

IK  ordertceftablifliaRule^  upon  which  we 
may  found  a  certain  Jadgment^in  Relation 
to  thcfe  two  great  Men,  we  are  to  enquire  ^ 
into  the  Nature  of  Eloquence,  andconfider 
what  it  properly  is.  And  it  being  an  Art  that( 
does  entirely  cxift  in  the  Internal  Easulties  of 
the  Soul,  the  Ideas  and^ohceptions  of  it 
have  been  multiplied  according  to  the  different 
Genius  of  thofe  that  have  applied  themfeWeg 
to  it.  And  from  hence  it  is,  that  eve^y  Age 
has  form'd  to  itfelf  a  CharaAer  pf  Eloquence, 
agreeable  to  the  Humour  then  prevalent.  The 
Eloquence  of  Protagoras,  whom  Plato  calls  the 
Father  of  tjie  Sophifts,  was  altogether  fuper- 
ficial,  and  confined  only  in  Words ;  whereas 
that  ofMericles  and  Lyciasy  confifted  in  Things. 
The  Eloquence  ofCraJfus  and  Antoniusy  oiCot* 
ta  and  S^lpitius,  of  which  Cicero  has  left  us  fuch 
beautiful  Charaders  in  his  Books  De  Oratore, 
is  very  different  from  that  of  thofe  Declaimers, 
the  Fragments  of  whofe  Works  we  meet  with 
in  Seneca  s  Controverfies.  I  (hall  fay  nothing 
of  the  various  kinds  of  Eloquence,  which  we 
find  in  the  Works  of  Pliny  the  Younger,  Caf* 
poiofus  y  SytnmachuSy  Pacatus,  Mamertinus,  En^ 
nodius,  and  many  others,  whofe  Genius  feem'd 
to  attend  the  Fate  of  the  then  declining  Em- 
pire*  This  is  a  Survey  that  wou'd  be  endlefs, 
andjdrfift.  6f  iijfiftStgXabBUTr  Sathatconfi- 
det^ng  in  how  many  feveral  Shapes  Eloquence 
-^  ^     '    '     '         5  ^  has 
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has  appearM^  and  how  many  Revolutions  it 
has  undergone,  in  almoft  every  Age  j  it  feems 
to  me,  to  be  of  the  Number  of  thofe  things^ 
which  being  too  general,  and  appearing  un- 
fler  too  many  Forms,  cannot  be  paniculariy 
defin'd,  fo  that  we  can  have  no  certain  ac* 
count  of  their  State  and  Condition; 

But,  however,  it   will  be  fufficient  for  our 

Purpofe,  if  under  fo  changeable  an  Out-fide, 

and  fo  many  diflferent  Appearances,  it  has  pre- 

>.  fcrv'd,  unalter'd,  that  moft  Effential  Part  be- 

J  longing  to  it,  the  Art  of  Perfuafion.     For  all 

Authors,  both  Ancient  and  Modern,  that  treat 

on  this  Subje<fl,  do  agree,  that  Perfuafion  i$ 

rhe  Defign  and  End  of  Eloquence  ;  but  are  * 

.    jiot  refolv'd  upon,  the  Means   that   muft  be 

ufed  towards  the  attainment  of  this  End,  they 

"Varying  according  to  the  (everal  Methods  Men 

have  Invented  to  touch  the  PafSons.    But  this 

|s  what  we  muft  endeavour  to  be  certain  of^ 

that  vfc  may  not  miftake  in  our  Gomparifon. 

Tljijp  End  of  Eloqi^ence,  then  being  to  Per* 
fuade,  and  olRhetoncIc  tp  tind  out Mg^ns  how 
to^PeHua^'e  ;  the  one'lurniihes  us  with  Mate- 
rials and  jfhe  other  fets  them  at  worlc.  ,  But, 
what  is  it  to  Perfuade  ?  ^Intilian  makes  his 
jipoUodorus  fay,  that  to  Perfuade,  is  to  make 
^ur  felves  Matters  of  the  Soul  of  our  Audi- 
tor, and  to  Ipad  him  as  it  were  in  Triumph 
wh^refoever  we  pleafe.  This  latter  part  of 
the  Definition,  as' Figurative  as  it  is,  is  very 
Natural ;  for  Perfuafion  is  a  kind  of  bringing 
into  Subjecftioh  the  Soul  of  ^an  j  it  is  a  Yido- 
ry,  a  Gonqueft  over  his  Thoughts,  and  Senti- 
irients,  a  leading  bis  Will  Captives,  a  Maftery 
obtain  4  over  his  Pafpons,  and  4  Delpolling 
\xm  of  what  he  holds  moft  dear,  his  Liber- 
Ij^f  What  can  we  imaginjj,  or  conceive  greate^ 
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Of  more  Abfolote  than  this?  Hovir  inconfi- 
dcrable  is  all  other  Power  and  Authority,  in 
cotnparifon  with  this  of  Perfuafion ;  whofe 
Empire  extends  itfelf  over  the  very  Hearts  oT 
Men  ?  It  was  for  thisReafon,  without  doubt^ 
that  Xenofbm  makes  Socrates  fay,  that  Terfuafim 
is  more  powerful  than  even  Violence  itfelf. 

It  is  no  wonder  then,  confidering  the  Na«  tih.  u 
rural  Inclination  all  Men  hare  to  Govern  ,  *''*'*'* 
chat  an  Art,  which  fo  much  enlarges  our  Em- 
pire, has  had  fo  many  Mafiers  to  Teach  ir^ 
and  (o  many  Scholars  to  Learn  it.    All  Books 
are  full  of  Precepts  about  this  Ambitious  Sci- 
ence i  neither  was  there  ever  fo  iliuch  writ    . 
upon  any  other  Art  or  Science  in  the  World^'i^ 
as  upon  this  one   of  Perfuafion.    And  that 
I  may  not  engage  my  felf  in  a  tedious  Search  ^ 
after  all  thofe  that  have  treated  on  this  Sub- 
jed;,   I  fhall  confine  my  felf  entirely  to  fix  of 
the  Greeks,  and  to  two  amongft  the  iLomans^ 
who  have  been  Celebrated,  beyond  all  others^ 
for  their  Rules  of  Oratory,  and  from  whom 
all  that  .have  writ  fince,  have  Copied.    ThcTl 
Greeks,  that  have  treated  on  this  Subje<ft,  are 
Tlato,  in  feveral  parts  of  his  Works  i^AriJiotle^ 
in  his  Books  of  Rhetorick  ;  Demetrius  Vhalereas, 
in  his  Treatife  of  Elocfttien  ;  Hermogenes,  in  his 
Inventions,  and  in  his  Ideas  ;  Dionyfius  Halicar^ 
naffeusy  in  his  jirt,  and  in  his  Conft ruction  of 
Words  i  zndLonginus,  in  his  Treatife  of  Sn^/zW. 
The  Romans  are  Cicero,  in  his  Books  De  Oratore} 
ahd  ^intilian,  in  his  Inftitutions.    But  becaufe  t 
4rifiotle,  of  all  the  reft,  feems  to  me,  to  havd^ 
heft  Eftablifh'ii  things,  and  to  have  drawn  the 
inoft  regular  and  exa^i:  Plan  ,  I  fhall  adhere 
to  him,  and  ftick  by  his  Judgment  in  thofe 
}iefle£^ions  I  ibail  make  upon  this  Univerfal 
Art  j  the  Foundation  and  Principles  of  which 
\  am  fipw  fearching  into.  \ 
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I  cannot  but  own^  that  TUto  is  alvtrays  great 
"^  in  his  Pefigns^  Sublime  and  Elevated  in  his 
manner  of  Writing^  and  admirable  in  his  Or- 
der and  Method^  and  in  the  Execution  of 
whatever  he  Propofes.  He  is  not  fo  Ghime-^ 
rical,  as  fome  of  Arifiotles  Followers  of  late 
would  endeavour  to  perfuade  us.  He  does  in^ 
deed  Form  vaftly  greater  Projeds  in  all  Arts 
and  Sciences^  than  any  of  thofe  that  have  writ 
after  him  i  and  his  Elevated  Thoughts  give  us 
reafon  to  oelieve^  that  he  had  a  more  than  or- 
dinary Correfpondence  with  the  Egjftians. 
For  'tis  from  theni^  who  were  the  firft  Men  of 
Learning  in  the  Worlds  that  we  derive  thofe 
'great  Idea's  of  the  Sciences  we  have  fince 
Entertained  :  And  as  their  Apprehenfions  of 
things  were  more  Conformable  to  the  Stmpli« 
city  of  Nature,  as  not  yet  Corrupted  by  a 
muititude  of  different  Opinions,  nor  Biais'd 
by  the  Partiality  of  particular  SeAs  ,•  fo  was 
their  Infight  more  clear  and  pure^,  their  No- 
tions lefe  Abftradked,  and  their  Views  lefs  Cir- 
cumfcrib'd. 

Socrates  J  whom  he  makes  his  Wife  Man,  and 
his  Univcrfal  Model  and  Example  in  the  Sci- 
ences, and  from  whofe  Mouth  he  delivers  his 
Precepts  to  the  World,  does  very  well  exprels 
what  he  would  give  us  an  Idea  of,-  and  this 
Infinuating  way,  which  he  makes  hisEffcntial 
Charader,  is  very  fine  and  delicate.  But 
while  he  endeavours  to  make  him  Natural, 
Eafy  and  Complaifant,  by  the  moft  bbliging 
and  engaging  Queftions,  he  Reprefents  him  as 
doubting  of  the  very  things  he  pretends  to 
Teach.  Not  but  that  he  gives  a  pleafant  Twn 
to  all  he  fays,  and  leads  aV  he  pleafes, '  thtsi 
Minds  of  thofe  he  fpeaks  to  ;  yet,  notivith^^ 
ftanding  al!  this,  whoever  Reads  his  Works; 
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U  often  fcH'c'd  to  makeConclunons  of  his  own^ 
becaufe  this  Philofo^er  is  too  irrefolute  him- 
felf.  We  may  derive  greater  Advantages  from 
Ari^Gtky  who  is  more  Inftrudive^  more  to  be 
Relied  on^  and  that  Deviates  lefs  from  his 
Purpofe.  Socrates^  his  Method  of  beginning 
ivith  Commendations  of  that  he  intends  to  find 
fault  with  in  the  end^  would  be  proper  in* 
deed^  in  a  Negotiation^  where  one  lubtle  Poli- 
tician defigns  to  over-reach  the  others  but  that 
of  Arifiotk  being  more  fimple^  is  more  fuitable 
for  the  Schools :  For  thofe  that  would  Inftrud^ 
muft  be  Pofitive  in  their  Aflertions. 

I  {hall  not  here  ftand  to  give  you  the  Gha- 
ra<^ers  of  thofe  four  other  Gr^eJfc  Authors^  who 
have  writ  upon  £loq^ence ;  tho'  I  cannot  but 
acknowledge^  that  Demetrimt  is  an  Author  that 
pailR^sas  nice  a  Judgment  upon  things  as  any  of 
the  Ancients  j  that  Hermcgenes  feems  one  of  the  * 
moft  Exaft  and  Methodical^  Dionjfius  Halicar^ 
naffeufj  one  of  the  moft  Learned^  and  Longlnus^ 
one  of  the  moft  Judicious.  But  being  Elocu- 
tion is  the  Bounds  which  they  pretend  hot  to 
go  beyond^  and  in  relation  to  which^  Deme^ 
trim  touches  only  upon  the  Delicacies,  Her^ 
mogenes  upon  the  different  Chara<lier$^  Dionjfi^ 
m  Halieamajfem  upon  the  Ornaments  an4 
Graceful  Harmony^  and  I^onginui  upon  the 
Majefty  :  None  of  them  have  been  particular 
in  defining  ihe  Nature  of  that  Perfuafion  we 
are  now  fearching  into.  Cicero  and  ^intilian 
have,  'tis  true,  made^fome  Progrefs  in  this 
Matter :  but  becaufe  they  treat  of  it  in  the  fame 
Method  with  ArifotUy  and  have  indeed,  on- 
ty  expl^in'd  his  Meaning,  I  fhallhave  recourfe 
to  him  alone,  in  thedifcovery  of  thofe  Effen- 
tials  which  are  the  Foundations  of  Perfuafion ; 
^Ws  being  the  jtule  I  intend  to  Obferve,  in 
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order  to  pafi  a  Judgment  upon  the  Eloquence 
of  Ciceroy  and  rightly  to  diftinguifli  it  from 
that  of  Demofthenes. 

WcPerfuade,  fays  AriftotU,  by  the  Credit 
^^f^  we  gain  in  Mens  Minds.  There  are  three 
JJJ^^J^^  ,things  that  concur  towards  the  obtaining  of 
m  mfid^  (his  Credit,  and  which  are,  as  it  were,  the 
9dA  2Sf,ef  Spring,  from  whence  Perfuafion  flows.  Thefe 
^Sdw  fS  three  things  are  the  Merit  of  him  that  fpeaks^ 
Jr^nJJ*-  the  farourable  Difpofition  of  thofe  he  fpeaks 
zfftltlw  to,  and  the  Manner  of  Speaking.  And  being 
Aeddfrof  the  whole  Art  of  Rhetorick  is  reducible  to 
7^^*,  ^  ^^^^^  *^®®  Heads,it  will  not  be  impoffible  from 
fli^y^  thence  to  draw  a  Scheme,  by  which  we  may, 
in  fome  Method,  form  our  Judgment  of  thefe 
two  Orators. 

To  begin  then  with  their  Perfonal  Merit, 
we  will  endeavour  to  dive  into  the  depth  of 
their  Capacities ;  for  all  Perfonal  Worth,  that 
.  confifts,  either  in  our  Abilities  or  Manners, 
iprings  from  hence.  And  nothing  being  more 
conducing  to  Perfuade,  than  the  good  Opini- 
on we  raife  in  the  Audience  of  our  Abilities 
and  Integrity,  we  will  fee  how  large  a  (hare  of 
thefe,  Demefibenes  and  Cicero  were  in  PoiTeffion 
of,  and  what  Impreflions  they  were  capable  of 
making  upon  the  Minds  of  Men,  by  the  Force 
and  Energy  of  them  :  And,  firft  of  their 
Abilities. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

J  Comparifon  of  the  Jbilities  of  thefe 
two  Authors. 

DEmdfiiena,  having  loft  his  Father  when 
he  was  youngs  fell  into  the  Hands  of 
Guardians^  that  too  much  confulted  their  own 
Incereft  ;  who  partly  through  Negligence^  and 
partly  through  Covetoufnefs^  took  not  that 
Care  of  his  Education  which  they  ought.  Sa 
that  he  Learned  fcarce  any  of  thofe  things, 
which  it  is  the  bulineis  of  Parents^  generally  to 
fix  in  the  Minds  of  Children^  when  they  firft 
begin  to  enter  upon  a  courfe  of  Study.  His 
Mother  too,  gave  Encouragement  to  this  Neg- 
led,  by  her  too  great  Fondnefs  of  him.  'Tis 
true  indeed,  he  was  of  fo  tender  a  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  enjoy'd  fuch  an  ill  ftate  of  Health, 
that  he  could  not  follow  his  Studies  with  much' 
Application.  As  foon  as  he  was  Sixteen  Years 
of  Age,  which  is  the  proper  time  for  Learning 
of  Rhetorick  ;  inftead  of  being  fent  to  the 
School  of  Ificratesy  who  was  then  in  moft  E- 
fteem,  he  was  plac'd  with  the  Orator  Ifam ;  be- 
caufe,  as  his  Reputation  was  lels  than  that  of 
others,  fo  were  his  Demands  j  and  it  was  there 
he  contraded  thofe  ill  Habits,  which  he  him« 
(elf  tells  us,  he  afterwards  broke  himielf  <^, 
with  great  difficulty. 

Ckero  had  the^  Advantage  of  being  incompa* 
rably  better  Educated  than  Demofikints.  His 
Parents,having  diico?er'd  in  him  a  Natural  Incli- 
nation to  Study , took  extraordinary  Care  of  him. 
But  tho'at  tiiofe  early  Years,when  otherChildren 
are  not  capable  of  applying  themfelves  to  any 
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thing,  he  (howM  an  extream  Defire  to  learn, 

yet  his  Father  thought  it  moft  advifeable  to 

keep  him  back,  rather  than  to  pufh  him  on  ,•  at 

which  Cicero  feem'd  not  a  little  diffatisfied  and 

impatient,  efpecially  when  he  faw  fome  of  his 

Companions  ftudy  under  one  Tlotius,  a  Mafter 

clferva-     then  in  repute.     His    Father    however  was 

fTe  S  *"^^^  ^^  '^®  commended  for  this  Reftraint  j 

lerius  oc-  well  knowing,  that  too  early  an  Application 

aderefe-    to  Study,  by  cndeaToufing  to  ripen  the  Un- 

ftinatam    dcrftanding  before  the  Seafon,  may  weaken 

w^wmtf.  i^atm-g^  but  will  never  bring  her  to  Perfedion. 

Fabl  Pro-  And  I  find  that  thefe  two  great  Perfons,  who 

arm.  /.  6. .  attained  to  thefe  AccompHlhraents,  for  which 

they  are  celebrated  all  the  World  over;    b^an 

^  their  Studies  late« ' 

Cicero  s  Father  and  bcft  Friends  were  of  Opi- 
nion, that  the  Greek  Tongue  was  the  fictcft  for 
a  young  Man  to  begin  with,  and  therefore 
made  him  enter  firft  upon  the  Study  of  that. 
All  the  great  Men  that  came  to  Rome,  be- 
tween the  time,  of  M.  Sc^e^uolas  Confulfhip, 
and  the  end  of 'iSyiZ^'s  Didatorftiip,  were  his 
Mafters.  As  that  PbeJrus  he  corbmends  fo 
much  in  bis  Epiftles,  and  that  Philo  the  Acade- 
mick,  and  Sf;holar  of  Clkomaclms,  whom  he 
mentions  in  his  Book,  De  Naturd  Deorum.  As 
M}lo  the  Rhodian^  wbofe  Eloquence  was  very 
celebrated,  and  under  whom  he  ftodied  at 
two  different  Times  ;  and  a  certain  SicUian, 
gatrd  Diethtus,  sl  great  Geometrician,  of  whom 
he  learn'd  Logick,  and  whom  he  fpeaks  of  in 
.  his  Tufeuian  ^efiions.  Thus,  at  the  Age  of 
Sewnteen  or  Eighteen  Years,  he  had  run 
through,  with  incredible  Expedition,  the  al- 
,  liioflf  Infinite  Extent  of  all  the  Sciences^  which 
might  be  any  way  ufeful  to  him,  in  making 
himfelf  Mafter  of  Eloquence,  which  he  fo^ 
paifibnately  afFeded^  As 
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As  foon  as  I?f3  bad  conquered  the  Difficuldci 
of  the  Gree^TTongue,  he  apply'd  himfelf  to 
Poetry^  to  which  he  had  an  early  and  ftrong 
Inclination.  At  fixteen  Years  of  Age^  he* 
Ufrit  the  Poen^  oiGlaucus  Pantim,  in  Imitation 
o(Efcbjflus :  and  the  Year  following^  that  he 
might  the  better  underftand  Geometry^  he 
trandated  the  Poem  of  Aratus^  of  which  we 
have  fome  confiderable  Fragments  ftill  left.: 
He  trihilated  like^ife^  not  long  after^  ?lato'% 
Timaui^tiA  his  Vrotagwas^  the  Ofconomicks  of 
Xtnofbm^  and  feveral  other  Pieces.  TlwSMcb 
tells  us^  that  from  his  very  firft  Years^  he  dif« 
cover  d  a  Genius  peculiar  for  all  the  Sciences^ 
fuch  as  TUu  requires  in  the  Philofopher  ^  he 
forms  an  Idea  of^  who  ought  to  l>e^  (ays  he^ 
4  Lover  of  4II  kind  cf  Kncwkdge.  'Twas  after 
this  manner  that  Ciaro  fpent  his  time^  till  he 
was  twenty  fix  Yekrs  of  Age,  at  which  Period 
he  began  to  fpeak  in  Publick. 

But  as  on  this  fide^  CiVer^  made  fo  happy  a 
Uie  of  his  Natural  Parts,  and  fuch  a  confidera- 
ble Advantage *of  the  ca|:e  his  Friends  took  of 
him,  as  to  want  nothing  that  might  any  ways 
contribute  to  his  Improvement^fo  on  the  other^ 
Demofihmes  found  no  fmaU  Oppofition  to  that 
Thirft  of  Glory  his  Ambition  had  excited  in 
him.  For  befides  the  barbarous  Uiage  he  met 
with  from  his  Guardians,  who  were  fo  bafe  and 
fordid^  as  not  to  be  the  leaft  concerh'd  at  his 
lofmg  his  time,  in  hopes  that  by  that  means  he 
wou  d  ftill  remain  in  obfgurity,  as  it  is  gene^ 
rallv  the  Lot  of  the  Ignorant  to  do^  and  fo 
probably  not  be  in  a  Capacity  to  bring  them  to 
an  Account  when  h^  came  to  be  of  Age ;  be- 
fides, I  fay,  dbi^fe  Difadvamages  which  he  lay 
under,  he  met  vvith  ftiU  greater  Obftrudipnf 
to  his  ardent  Defires  of  becoming  a  Mafter  of 

Elo- 
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Eloquence^  both  from  the  inward  Faculties  of 
his  Soul,  and  the*outwardImperfe<ftionsof  his 
JBody*  But  what  Nature  did  tor  Cicero,  an  ca- 
Jger  Define  perform'd  in  behalf  of  Demofihenesi 
which  was  fo  violent,  that  he  found  nothing 
impoffible  or  difpropoition'd  to  its  Force.-  So 
that  it  was  nothing  but  Aq^tioii  that  form'd 
him,  and  made  him  conquer  the  vicious  Incli* 
nations  of  an  Age,  that  had  a  Relilh  of  nothing 
but  Pleafure,  and  that  too  in  a  City  where  all 
manner  of  Wickedn^fs  was  Authorized  by  the 
ill  Example  of  a  People,  wholly  given  to 
Luxury  and  Debauchery.  And  this  made  him 
prefer  the  Converfation  of  TAeopbrafius  and  Xe- 
nocraUSy  and  of  the  Tlatonifis,  before  that  of 
Tbryne,  in  whole  Houfe  there  was  a  general 
Rendezvous  of  all  that  was  notorioufly  Infa-^ 
mou$  in  Athens, 

Nay,  he  wou'd  impofe  upon  himfelf  a  ne-. 
ceflity  of  retiring  for  fome  time  from  the  Con-? 
verfation  of  the  •  World  :  which  he  did  by  z 
very  odd  Expedient  •  which  was  to  (have  half 
his  Head^  that  upon  the  Account  of  the  Shame 
of  that  Deformity,  he  might  be  oblig'd  to  hide 
himfelf  for  fome  Months.  One  may  in  a 
Manner  fay  of  him,  that  he  was  content  to 
be1>uried  alive;  or  at  leaft,  that  he  wou'd  not 
live  for  any  other  end,  but  to  apply  himfelf  to 
the  Study  of  Eloquence,  to  which  he  had  de- 
*  voted  all  his  Thoughts.  He  was  about  fixteen 
Years  old  when  he  began  to  ftudy  it,  and  thi» 
Paffion  was  firft  rais'd  in  him,  upon  the  extra- 
ordinary Applaufe  he  obferv'd  given  to  CaU 
lifir0tusy  for  fome Caufe  he  had  pleaded,*  with 
which  Demo/ihemes  was  fi>  taken,  that  he  laid 
afide  all  his  other  Studies^  in  order  to  apply 
himfelf  wholly  to  that  of  Bloquence. 

\         .  Thi^ 
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<  ThisRerirfement,  and  all  the  other  Hard- cwhwjji* 
ftips  he   underwent^  which  Cictro^  Plutarch^  mofth^s 
Suintilian^  LihaniuSy  Luciafty  Tbotitts^  aod  many  Yigitiit  A 
9ther$  mention  fo  much  to  his  Honoar>  ace  cic  Tuf- 
evident  Tokens  and  remarkable  Inftances^  ofcul.4* 
the  Violence  of  his  Inclinatiph$j.  ;  Arid  indeed^ 
what  wou'd  he!not  do  to  gratifie  his  .pafHoAi 
Can  any  thing  be.coQceiv'd  more  unaccoanca*« 
i>le  tha^  «to  goj  as  he  did^  and  declaim  upon 
fhe  Sea-fliore,  that  by  hearing  the  Roaring  of 
the  Waves^  he  might  accuftom  himfeif  fo  a$ 
not  to  be  difturb'd  at  the  Commotions  of.  the 
People^  and  the.Noife  and  TT'ttmult  of  Affeim 
blies  ?    What  is  there  nio^e  painful  ithan  to^ 
op^eak  as  he.did  with  Vdiemence?  climbing  xxp 
to  the  top  of  .fteep  andicraggy  Places^  that  hel 
might  thereby    ftrengthen .  his   Voice  ?    His. 
Tongue  w&s  fo  tinweildy  that  he  cou'd  not 
pronounce, certain  Letters  without  muclvdifii^ 
(ulty  i  tQ  corred  which  Defcd,  rh*  us'd^o  de-. 
claim  with  his  Mouth  full  of  Pebble- ftones. 
He  alfo  pra^^is'd  fpeakingjto  a:  Looking*Glafs; 
^hat  he  might,  thereby,  acqdire  .a  graceful  Air^ 
eafie  andmatuul;  andjii  bad  often  repoqrfd 
to  a  celebrated  jCom^diaQ:  of .  thof^fr ^iiiiles  '■  to 
learn  of. him  how  to  Pront^nce  well^  and 
inake  himfeif  Mafter  of  all  the  Exterior  Orna^ 
inents.and  Graces  of  Adion,    And  it  was  by 
ihefe  Fatigues,  and  by  this  unwearied  Perfeyc- 
sance^that  he  came  at  laft  to  furmoufit  all  rhofe 
Impediments  in  his  Speech,  ^nd  aU  fhofe  othed 
Imperfeftions,  .wbich^  fo.  miJch  difgufted  the 
Athenians,  |lJe  firft  tiche  he  (poke  in  Pubjlick.    : 
'i  'Tisno  wonder  then  th^t  Cicero,  whq  met 
with  none  of  thefe  Obftru^ipns,  enlarged  hi^ 
Knowledge^to  a  far  wilder  extent  ihznDempfihey^ 
les  •  who  being  naturally  very  eagier  and  ami 
iioUs,  Krid  finding  Eloquence  the  only  w% 
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to  become  Great,  employ 'd  all  his  Study  in 
the  Acquifition  ot  it.  So  that  at  the  Age  of 
Eighteen^  he  begat)  to  plead  agatnft  his  jGuar- 
diaas  Afbobik  and  Onetw^  to  confirain  them  by 
^  Law  to  gtre  an'  Account  of  his  Eflace.  Where- 
as Ckeroy  letting  himfelf  loofe  in  a  full  Carriere 
in  the  tJnivedal  Parfuit  of  all  the  Sciences^ 
fan  through  them  with  an  indefatigable  Aj^plt- 
caJ^m^  and  fo  fill'd  his  Mind  with  ail  kiiul  of 
Knowledge^  tliat  eon'd  either  perfed  or  adorit 
\m  Art.  ' 

He  faird  hot  hoW«6r  at  nineteen  Year^ 
dd  to  be  very  conftant  in  hearing  the  Orati* 
ons  P.  SulfHim  made  that  Year  he  was  Tribune, 
that,  by  the  Imitation  of  fo  great  a  Mafter^  he 
might  perfed:  himfelf  in.  the  Pradice  of  Elo- 
quence; fbrhe  wasthe  Man,  who  at  that  time 
had  the  greateft  Reputation  in  all  Rsme  for  his 
Eloquenw.  But  Cicero  began  not  to  fpeak  in 
publick^  till  he  was  it^tn  and  twenty  Yearr 
old,  which  he  did  in  fo  remark&ble  a  Manner, 
,  a^  drew  the  Eyes  of  the  w  hole  Comnipn  weal tb' 
upon  him.  All  the  moft  celebrated  Lawyers, 
fearing  to  offend  SjUa^  had  refiis'd  to  under^ 
take  Rofcim  his  C^ie^  who  was  accused  of  Par-^ 
ricide  ;  when  Cicero  aione^  with  a  becoming 
*  Confidence,  engag'd  tnvhis  defence  againft  the 
Didator's  Bavourite.  'The  Succefs  of  this  Aifti- 
<  on,  was  the  firft  ftep  to  his  future  Olbry- ;  but 
it  made  too  much  noife,  not  to  be  Ibok'd  upon 
by  SyBa  with  a  jcalqus  Eye,  arid  h^Cbryfigmus 
With  meditated  Revenge.  For  this  Freeman, 
who  had  made  himfelf  Maftcr  of  him  that  was 
Matter  of  the  Commonwealth,  brought  upon 
Cicero^Sy  the  ill  Offices  he^  did  Mm,  a  Pcrlecu- 
iTon ,  which  ended  no^  till  the  Di<£latot*s 
Beath.' 
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^  So  bcdngforo'd  tp  \<i9»^R<me,  to  avoid  the 
Itorm,  he  6w  ready  «o  lire;ik  u(Km  bixa,  he 
drtfidly  fpmsd  Jibfoad  a  I^iimottr»  that  he  did 
k  upon  the  Aidvice^bfhis  Phviician,  who  told 
km,  thai  'twouM  he,  itbHch  fov  Ms  Histich^  to 
interrupt  his  Studies^  and  Travel  fbr.  fome 
^me.  He  ^madt  ufe  pf  this  pretence  for  hi$i 
Retreat)  }eft  he  &qu  d  feem  cq  betray  anjr 
figns  of  Fear  and  liipoofiancyj  which  fnighc 
t)offibIy  diaimiih  the  Qlory  of  his  laft  A&ion, 
and  ^a|;e  o^  fnon^  the  good  Opioioo  ali  Men 
had  cooeeiy'd  of.  him  jupoii.that  AficouoU 
7I1US  he  fiaid  for  fotn)3i  titse  at  Aihtnsy  where 
ftflding  tumfelf  free  and  difengag'd  fbin  all 
other  Bofiojefi^  be  reade  bimielf  acqiiainte4 
with  the  difterctnt  Opinions  of  the  ie?eial  Se^s 
of  Philofophersy  tl^at  were  at  that  time  Fa- 
mous. ilereh<^  applied  himielf  again  to  the 
Scody  of  ]glt)^uence,  >  jthat  hub^isight  recover 
his  former  Notioxg  of.it^  and  received  new  In« 
itru^ous  ill  chat  Art  from  a  cerrainSjrry/mOra-' 
'toty.  nam'd  tkp^trifff*  ,  This  Acdent  Defirc  af- 
ter Knowledge^  puthitn,  in  a  little  while  after^ 
opon-TrayicUing  throng  all  ji/t^,  to  he  there 
inftru^ed  by  the  moft  Famotis  Men  an.  every 
Science  j  ai^iongft  whom  was  Mmfpif  of  Ca- 
kia,  the  heft  Orator  of  his  ititne^  ^fl^m  of 
Cnydia,  Dimj^fim  qS  Magntfiay  Xin$cUs^  P^idih^ 
ifimf  and  fome.  others.  Apd^  as  Eloquepce  was 
bis  chiefeft  Mim,  fb  wou'd  he  ofte^  exerdfe 
hirafelf  therein  with  theie  Men^  upon  proper 
Sab)e<^  j  and  by  this  ^eam  he  improved  more 
^nd  made  ^.greater  Advance  in  the  ^tudy  of 

J  eloquence  b^  his  Travels,  than  he  cou'd  have 
one  at  &ai^  in  his  Clofet.  . 

4„Ahout  the  fame  time,  he  met  with  ^poioniw^         ^ 
M:fylo  in  Rhodes ^  who  had   formerly  ^beeii  his 
Maftcjr  in  t^4f*    This,  Orator  having  hea^d 
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Cicero  ^€t\sim  in  Greek,  ipokethat  admirjible 
Sentence  to  hifa;  which  we  find  Recorded  i& 
Tltftsreb  :  Go  Cfeero^  anJ  ra^  from  m  Greeks 
the  only  thing  that  was  left  ns  to  Clary  in,  onr  Wit 
mi  mk  Ekfienee,  and  transfer  it  to  the  Ro- 
mans. 
ftns.  in        He  learnt,  in  th&  Voyage,  k&t6notay,  Geo- 
6v.         metry^  theC>ldandNewPhilof6i>hy9  the  The* 
ology  of  the  Heathen  Religion,  the  Cuftoms 
of  Atbenfy  and  all  the  Laws  of  Greece.     Diodth 
tms  taught  him  the  Myfteiy  of  fytbagoras  his 
Numben,  and  faisHhrmony.    He  Studied  thfe 
Morality  of  the  9$oickf,  uiider  ?bilo  and  Clitd- 
macbm.  Antiocbm,  who,  in  Defiance  to  Carni-- 
adesy  qppos'dthe  New  Aca<femicks,  ihftruded 
him  in  the  Opinions  of  the  Ancients,  aind  Z^^ 
no,  and  Pbedrus  taught  him  thofe  of  Eficurns, 
which  he  has  (ince  k>  much  condemn'd  in  his 
Writings:  And  at  iaft,  after  the  Death  of  SySa, 
he  retitrn'd  to  Xdxw  with  a  Mind  enrich'dwith  ' 
all  forts  of  Knowledge,  and  a  Body  reftor'd 
to  perfe  A  Health^  by  the  Exercife  he  had  us^d 
in  Travelling. 

His  Friend  Pomponisis  Atfictii,  attd  the  otbw 
Learned  Men  or  that  Age,  wich'  whdm  He 
kept  a  continual  Correfpondence,  were  ho  Wi^ 
tie  Helps  to  him  in  the  Acquifitioil  of  all  thefe' 
Sciences.    'Tis  hard  indeed  to  coiideive  how 
one  Man  {houd  underftand  fo  many  Sciences^ 
efpecialiy  in  fuch  Perfedion  as  he  did  every 
one  of  them*    But  as  Eloquence  was  that  for 
which  he  had  moft  Inclination,  fo  did  he  ap-^ 
ply  himfelf  to  it  with  greater  Care  and  Induftry 
than  to  any  other  Art  or  Science  j  and .  neg* 
le<%ed  not  the  lead  thing  that  might  any  way' 
contribute  towards  hii  making  himfelf  Mafter 
of  ic,  and  above  all,  he  took  a  particular  care 
to  Form  and  Modulate  his,  Voice,  to  conipofe" 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


Demofthenes  and  Cicero.  2  J 

^e  Air  of  his  Face^  «ind  to  order  his  AAions 
.  and  Geftures  as  was  moft  becoming.  And  to 
this  End  he  frequently  confulted  Rofdm^  the 
moft  accompljiih'd  Comedian  that  ever  was^ 
that  from  him  he  might  learn  that  admirabio 
Art  of  Fronunciation  ^  which  many  times 
fiamps  a  Value  upon  the  moft  ordinary  thing«^ 
and  which  is  the  very  Life  and  Soul  or  all  Pub<* 
lick  Harangues, 

It  was  in  this  manner,  that  this  gitat  Soul 
arriv'd  at  this  Univerial  Knowledge  ;  whereas 
Demofthenes^  whofe  Defires  were  not  fo  vaft^ 
applied  himfelf  wholly  to  the  reading  oilhuy^ 
didesy  whom  he  made  almoft  his  entire  Study^ 
that  fo  he  might  make  himfelF  Mafter  of  the 
Srilc,  and  way  of  Writing  of  th^^  Hiftorian;    ^ 
And  truly ^  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  wonder  that 
Demofthenes  chofe  him  for  his  Imitation^  wheh 
ic  cannot  but  be  acknowledg'd  on  all  Hands, 
that  we  have  nothing  left  us'  in  the  whc((e 
World  that  is  fo  accompli/h'd  a  Piece  as  the 
Hiftory  of  that  Author.    Not  but  that  HeroJo^ 
tm;  udbo  writ  before  him^  is  morepleafant and 
diverting,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Variety  of  the 
things  he  Treats  of,  aiid  his  graceful  way  of 
^xpreiSng  himfelf,    and  the  fine  Turn  he 
gives  every  (hing.  '  For,  not  confining  himfelf 
^riftly  to  the  Truth,  it  was  eafier  for  him  to 
afFe<9;  arid  pleafe  his  Reader  j  whereas  ThucyJi^  Kenm  i:c; 
desy  on  the  contrary,  cou'd  nbt  Infert  any  thing  y^^''«w/'»^«; 
that  was;  in  the  leaft  Oppofite  to  it,  always  |J|J^^'^^'' 
holdif^g  it'  as  an  inviolable  Rule,    which  ah  jhucydi- 
Hiftorian  ibou'd  not  upon  any  acbquht  recede  des  grAih 
from,  never  torelacfeany  thing  but  What  is  con-  #  ^^^Pf 
firm'd  matter  of  Vi&,  '  However  Ti^^r^i/e/, /«^- ^ 
though  his  Defign  be  only  to  intrucft  us,  is  not  ^^   ^^  * 
the  leis  diverting  on  that  Account ;  his  Narra-^ 
^ons  are  plain  and  clofe,  but  yet  cteaf  and  na- 
u;s '  t  '••  ]  "      •'     •  C  5  ■      '    ■  _    ■       tura^ 
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tural  tt>6  ;  and  thk  Plakifiefs  has  folriecbing  In  ie 
that  is  Noble,  wWch.always  keeps  up  its  (jhai 
radcr  by  the  Beauty  of  the  Expreffion.    It  was 
'  upon  this  Modtl  then  that  I>€mjtbenes  Formed 
himfelf^  and  tharhenitght  th^  more  exaAly. 
fi^smt  -his  Srite  in  Infwtation  of  this  Grcait  Hifto^ 
r\an  j:  he  writ  his  Hiftory  over  eiglit  times  with 
his  own  Hand.    Y«t  one  may  eafily  perceive  j 
by  the  feveral  different  \yays  he  takes  in  coxii«. 
p6fti%  iiis Oraeibos^that  he  had  lik^ifi  fearch'4 
into  other  Men  s  Work«,  and  t^it  *  he  had  heard 
?//^y  with  ¥fhom  no  body  cou'd  Ge>hvei^ 
withiStit  becofniftg  Wife.    Nor  is  the  Opiniocr 
6(  C'ieero\    Vlj»t'afchp    atid  Lftdan,    altogether, 
^oundlefs,  who  tell  us,  thati  by  the  means  of; 
iai.-Iiiarnd  Syracu/ttw^  natn'd  Callias^  Ditnajihmes 
had  (bme  fecret  Gommunication  livith  the  Rhe- 
^  i:Qrical  Books  <>nficr}9tesy  and  Akidamasy  whom 

m^^rotifo-highl^  Efteem^.  /  *^ 

Cttra  plus     Brit^  bbwe^ritthriy  be  decertoin'd  in  this 
intiloy  in  Pointy  It  is  yet  agreed  on  by  all  Hands^  that 
bocmm-  CUer^  had  a  HaJ>pier.  Genius,  and  aJl  the  A^- 
ifio^  c  I  ^t^^^^s  of  Nature  iri  a  liarger  fliare  than  I>e« 
.'     '   *  '  ma^henes;  thai  he  fpent  more  time  ih  the  Uni- 
verfal  Study  of  the  Scientes,  in  reading  Plata 
and  Arifioth,   iand  all  that  wrote  after  them,' 
that  had  any  thing  relating  to  Eloquence,  and 
in  converfmg  With  the  mbft  Celebrated  Men  of 
his  Tifiie,  whom  he  niet  with  in, his  Travels. 
So  thit  having  gi^ater  Advantages  of  Learning^ 
and  betterppportunides  of  acquaintiitg  himfelf 
with  thi  Knowledge  of  things  than  Dimofibenes 
had,  his  Abilities  were  doubclefs  greater.    This 
Capaoit^^  is  theftrft  Part,  of  that  Perfonal- Merit, . 
whichj  as  we  before  bbferv'd,  is  (b  eiTentially  ne* 
celfery  to  Perfwafion.For  the  mbre  Underftand- 
ing  a  Man  has,  the  raK)re  are  we  indin'd  to  be-* 
iicve  him ;  and  we  ar0  gencrall3f  di(pos*d  to  give 
'-*" ''M-.     .V  "^z-    ^    ^-  -    '   •.     •    \   ''    our 
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pur  AlTent^  according  to  the  Degrees  of  Know** 
ledge  we  obferTe  in  the  Per£>n  chat  wou  d  per* 
Iwade  us. 


I 


C  H  A  p.  V. 

Of  the  Second  Qualify  requi/itg  to  ^Per^ 
fwajioriy  which  is  Integrity. 

THE  Second  Parcof  Perfonal  Merit  is  In^ 
tegrity,the  Power  of  which,  in  Perfwad- 
ing,  is  far  greater  than  that  of  tlie  former* 
For  being  thofe  chat  fuifer  chemfelves  to  be 
perfwaded  by  another,  fahmit  themfelves  en*  / 

cirely  to  him  that  perfwades,  th^  will  certain-* 
\y  do  it  more  readily  to  one  of  Ij^nown  Inte- 
grity, than  to  one  of  fufpedcd  Credit.    The 
moft  Sceptical  that  are,  have  4  deference  for 
fuchj  and  the  good  Opinion  we  have  of  a 
Man,  inclines  t;s  to  credit  him,  and  to  be 
guided  by  him,  every  oqe  thinking  it  a  piece 
of  Virtue  to  be  of  the  fame  }adgn[ient  with  a 
Virtuous  Perfon  ^  which  gave  occalion  to  that; 
excelleht  Saying  of  Arifiiak,   Ammgfi  0II  thpfe  UaujMt 
ibingi  that  an  capablf  of  making  a  Man  to  he  ^i-  w  )(j^  \ 
Uevd^  there  is  hone  has  fo  nmch  Tower  as  thg  Hor  ^^^'^ 
nefiy  and  Integrity  of  tke  speaker.  ' 

Thefe  tWQ  Oratof s  had  gain'd  the  R-eputati- 
on  of  being  iiricere  honeft  Men  in  fo  high  a 
Pegree,  by  their  wife  Cdndu<9:,  that  th?  People 
had  a  perfaft  Belief  .of  whatever  they  fald. 
Their'  Advice  was  hearken d  to  as  the  molt 
pirofitabJe  ;  (bey  were  look'd  upon  as  the  Pub^ 
lick  Oracles,  and  TutelarGod^  of  their  Coun* 

.;  ;.  ^    ^'••-^•••^04  "■     ■    ■     «ryr 
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try  ;  and  that  becaufe  every  one  was  entirely 
iacisged  that  nothing  *  ever  pto^eeded  out  ofi 
i:heir  Mouthy  bur  what  was  in  Confirmation 
of  the  Authority  of  the  Laws, ^  and  for  the 
Service  ^nd  Advantage  of  the  State.  Th^ 
Truth  is,  they  were  both  Perfons  of  much  Ho- 
nour and  Integrity ;  and  the  jfrequent  Mention 
they  made  of  the  Gods  in  their  Orations  gain'd 
them  the  Efteem  of  Pious  and  Religious  Men, 
i/|^hich  has  a  mighty  Influence  over  the  Minds 
of  the  People,  becaufe  Piety  is  the  Rule  and 
Meafure  of  all  other  Virtues. 

And  befides  this,they  prefcrib'd  to  themfelves 
thePj'ac^biss  of  fuch  a  Popular  Morality,  the 
PHnciples  of  which  refer'd  wholly  to  the  Pub- 
lick  Good :  And  becaufe  they  profefs'd  to  aim 
at  nothing  but  what  was  iii  order  to  promote 
the  Glory  and  Intereft  of  their  Country,  they 
always  found  the  Minds  of  the  People  ready 
difposd  to  give  them  a  favourable  Attention. 
The  general  Efteem  they  had  gain'd,  gave 
them  that  i\ir  of  Authority  with  which  they 
fpoke.  '  This  is  what  may  be  faid  of  their  Re^^ 
putation,  in  general  ,•  I  fhall  ao^it  proceed  cq 
fpeak  of  what  Ihare  each  of  them  had  in  par- 
ticular,     ^   »«     :     •  ,  ^  .  :•      t 


C  H  A  P.     VI. 

9f  ^^^?  Jt^^^Z^^^y  ^£  Peipoflhenps. 

E\^mofik.enes  was  naturally  inclin'd  to  Ju- 
/  ftice,  which^he  fopported  and  nuintainU 
by  the  Study  of  an  cxaift  Morality,  and  by  the 
Alfiftance,'  of  a  Temper  i/idin'dr?  Scveriry. 
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So  that  he  cou'd  not,  in  the  management  of  his 
Affairs^  make  ufe  of  thofe  indired  ways,  whicH 
the  greateft   Politidans   commonly   Pradife^ 
jfuftice  and  Equity^  Honour  and  the  Publick 
Good.    werc|  always  the  Confiderations  that 
fway'd  mofi  with  him  in  all  his  Proceedings,  v 
they  were  the  firfr  Principles  of  his  Condud: 
The  Biiilofopher  Fanetim  aflures  us,  thattn  his 
DeHbexfttions,  his  common  Maxim  was,  That  pint  ia 
all  0tier  hterefis  ought  to  ykli  when  they  come  in  Demo*  ' 
Competition  with  Hmefy.    This  Morality  appears  ^^"o^' 
in  all  parts  of  his  Works ;  but  more  efpecfally 
in  his  PbiUmcks  and  Olimhiacks,  in  his  Oration 
about  Privileges,  in  that  for  Arifiooratesy  and  ih 
that  for  the  Crown  j  and  if  thi^  iaft  Oration 
ofhis  be  well  examin  d  into, we/hall  iind  that  his 
2eal  for  the  Publitk  Good,  his  fubmiffive  Re- 
fignatidn  to  the  Will  and  Determination'  of  the 
People,  and  his  devoting  himfelf  entirely  to  the 
Service  of  ^he  State,  are  what  compofe  the 
Whole  Art  ot  that  Oration  i  which  may  juftly  j^^,^  ^ 
be  caird  the  moft  finiih'd  of  any  vt^  Antiquity,  qum  Eih 
and  which  Ci^o  Stiles  the  Rule  of  Eloaudnce.  ^^^  ^'>^^ 
la  a  word,  he  negleded  ndth^g  *^f  n^igbt^y*^^^. 
acquire  him  the  Reputation  of  a  gopd  Man  ^  in  ^jui  Atuci 
which  he  fttcceeded  by  the  frequent  Gharaders  vdmt  i/- 
he  made  in  his  Orations  of  a  g^d  Citis^en,  by  ^'• 
thofe  repeated  Images  of  a  true  Patriot,  which  ^,owt/ 
^e  drew,  andprefented  to  the  View  of  the  Peo- 
ple in  ieveral  of  his  Harangues,  as  particularly 
til  his  Thit^OHnthuiiek    For  in  Publick  Adions, 
t^e  feverer  all  Difcourfes  of  Mbrality  are,  the 
better  are  they  reteivd  j  and  in  my  Opinion, 
an  Orator  has  not  a  mote  Advantageous  Sway  i 

of  recommending  himfelf,  or  of  meriting  Ap- 
probation than  by  making  a  ftri(%  and  ievere 
PxofeiBon  of  Vertue. 
^*=  ■  '^  *i   ^  ;..;■.-■    .  ?ut 
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But  i)<Mfa)Qg  did  ever  maxecoQtFib<i|e  to  the 
Credit  of  Defmfibaus,    (ban  the  Liberty  he 
took  of  declaiming  againfi  F£%.    Acid  what 
CQu'd  be  more  glorious  fpr  a  oofiao  Citiscen  of 
j^thns^  thaa  the  undaunted  Courage  hej(bow'4 
iin  declaring  hisifelf  againft  a  K.ing^  already  fo 
powerful  in  the  State^  as  to  be  in  poflelQon  of 
the  Hearts  of  the  far  greater  Bart  of  his.  Sub* 
Jeifts.    The  Authority^  Aonk^,  Threat  and 
Promifes  of  that  Prince  cou'd  n^er  work.up(kn 
him,  and,  to  ufe  theExprcflSon.of  Piitf^irit,  jUl 
the  Gofd  ef  Macedonia  c$if^  not  Bribe  him^    He 
Was  Peaf  to  all  the  Pr<^fers  that  were  made 
him,  which  made  Anfip4tcr,  one  of  AlexamJers. 
SucceiTors  fay^  tbat  bad  apy  m$e  <if.  bis  Minifitrs 
bem  as  unc&rrufi  a$  Demofthenes^  'ie  had  beni  in-' 
J.QC  in     'vincible^    'ithat  which  this  Prince  adds,  give$ 
l>n)oft.    us  (lili  a  greater  Idea  of  the .  Virt  w  of  this.  Ora*^ 
I  '■-  $or ;  It  waj  tbi  Lave  ofbisCoHpryy  tbatptefvai£Ji 

itpm  km  tff  Wfdertaie  the  Gqvtrnment  ^  firbt  mode^ 
X  ,  that  tbe  Emphyment  if  bis  FijtSMey  whub  vtbers  bdd^ 
engagd  in  to  fer*ue  their  Intsire^^  Smch  a  Mam  a$. 
'  i})is^  [ays  be,  wct$dbe  v^ymae^tjfer  miy  toAd*- 
vifs  mtb  in  nfy  frefent  Afairs^  to  bear  bim^  wba 
i»md  fpeak  bit  Mind  franUf  and  fretly^  amid^ 
fb((  feign  dAfplaufes  of  Flatterers.  Smb  afincere 
atidfaifhftil  CeupfiUour  it  u  Ifeemte  want,^  to  dite0 
m  amiifi  aU  tbefe  Cot^t^Dilfimidatiens.  :  .     : 

%  This  Prince  yWiio  inherited  nothing  that 
belong'd  to  his  Predeceflbr  Alexander,  but  bis 
boundlefs  Ambition^  beliay'dthat  be  iheuld 
Ibon  have  made  btmfelf  Matter  of  ^hc  World,^ 
had  he  but  fuch  a  fUchiiii  Mi^iAer  as  Df^ 
Inc.  ibid  rnoflhenes  ;  becaufe,  be  was  me  that ,  $mld  mt  be 
\ :  corrupted  ,    over»reacb*d  6t  fnrpriz^'di     But   Pe^ 

wp/Ae»w,  through  a  GreATnofs  of  Soul  not  tpwte 
parallef d,  without  Deliberation^  prefi^r'd  even; 
peath  ixfelf  to  all  -^»/i//?;er's  Favours^  and  as; 
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be  was  drinking  chePoirpn  in  ihe  preiluice  of 
Arcbids^  who  was  urging  him  to  yield  himfelf 
1^  ihio  the  Hands  of  ihe  Oofiqueror  of  all 
Gnea  ;  G^y  fays  he^  mti  kt  thy  AUfier  kmw 
^&it  Demofthenes  H/i/J  fffor,  ufm  mj  secmmfy  be 
ksMJi^  t9  the  Uftnnr  of  bis  CmHry.  S&ch  was 
the  Probity  and  Integrity  of  this  great  Man, 
\ivlio  was  a  xlioft  remarkable  Inftaace  of  Pa«- 
gan  Vircne,  as  iq^pears  froni  the  Commenda* 
tion  Imdsn  has  giwa  ^  faim. 


C  HA  P.     VII.  . 
The  Intfgrity  of  Cicero. 

T^EInc^ty  of  CiVm,  was  not  lefi; 
raised  at  Rme,  than  that  of  Demofibe-^ 
nes  Was  4Lt  Afbtns.  And  to  this  Reputation  of 
his  it  is,  that  we  may  attribute  the  moft  rc- 
pmrkabte  Paflages  of  his  Life.  Fof  it  is  cer^ 
tain,  Us  Eloquence  alone,  with  all  its  Power, 
had  nerer  gained  him  the  Voices  of  the  P^oplci 
to  make  him  Conful,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
good  Opinion  e^ery  one  had  of  his  Integrity* 
But  asthisrais'd  him  to  Honour,  fo  like  wife 
expos'd  him  to  the  Jealoufy  of  his  Enemies. 
Chdius  was  the  firft,  who  could  not  endure  the 
Splendor  of  his  Virtue,  and  made  his  great 
Reputation  an  Inftrument  wherewith  to  de-» 
6roy  him.  For  feeing  him  fo  zealous  for  the 
Pttblick  (3ood,  he  look'd  upon  him  as  a  main 
Obftacle  to  his  wicHed  Defigns ;  and  there4 
fore  as  foon  as  ever  he  was  created  Tribune, 
he  made  ufe  of  all  the  Authority  and  Power 
of  his  Office,  to  get  him  banifh'd  Kome^  Ho 
^ar'd  no  Violence  to  procure  hii  Removd; 
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whptn  hi  fear'd  as  a  feyere  Cenfurer  of  his 

•  One  need  only  readC&e^^^  Epiftles^  which 
he  writ  to 'his  Brother^  and  to  his  Friends^  to 
difcorer  the  ^ncericy  of  his  Thoughts^  the 
diflhc«reffed  Integrity  of  his  Heart,  the  Purity 
of  his  K^oralsf,  and  his  unfeign'd  Zeal  fbr,tte 
Glory  of  his  Country.    What  Refolution  did 
he  fhowin  oppofmg  the  yppng  Nobility  of 
Rome^  whom  the  Ambition  and  Dehaocheries 
of  Cataline  had  engaged  in    his  Cotifpiracy. 
Thofe  that  accufe  Cir^r^  for  boafiing  too  much 
in  his  Orations  of  this  great  Adion,  by  which 
he  fav'd  the  Commonwealth,  will  find  more 
Reafon  to  afcribe  it  to  the  gre^t  Lo^e  he  had 
for  his  Country,  than  to  niJs  Vanity.  '  JFor  moft 
certain  it  is,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  his  Con- 
ftancy  and  Refolution  in  the  whole  Cdurfe  of 
^hat  Affair,  Rowe  had  been  expos'd  to  the  Fu- 
ry of  the  Confpirators  ,•  who,  to  raife  their  For- 
tunes, which  were  defperate  in  Peaceful  Times, 
thought  of  nothing  but  Embroiling  the  State. 
Neither  is  there  any  Reafon  to  imagine,  that 
civiiihuf  Cfr^r(?,  indeclaring  for T^mpey,  when  Rcme be- 
BeiUsne-  fFan  to  bfe  divided  into  Parries  by  that  Civil 
quefpecie  War,  did  it'  with  any  other  intentions  than 
7ecUnam  ^^'^  ^^  ^  ^        Citizen.    It  was  not  becaufd 
Cicermi^  that  Party  feem'd  to  havQ  more ' Power  than 
knimui,     Cafar\  but  becaufe  it  feem'd  to  have  more  Ju- 
quomims   ftice  on  its  fide  •  it  wa^  in  his  Power  to  have 
^bmid1^'  ^^^^  ^"  Advantage  of  the  Offers  that  Cafar 
Zeipub  fe  ifiadchim  by  Trebatius^  if  he  would  have  ac- 
jungeret.    oepted  of  a  Command  in  the  Army,  but  he 
Quintil.    would  not  Defert  the  Statfe,  and  we  know  thac 
I  z.c,  1.  jj^^f^  efpecially  the  better  part  of  it,  was*  of 
Pompe/s  fide.  •  -  .  - 

To  what  can  thofe  that  accufe  hiip  of  Timi- 
dity and  wAot  of  Spirit,  afcribe  that  GreatneQ; 

"'-     '     :    ;  ■•  :.;    .   ■: ;  ^.    ■  .  .       or 
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6f  Courage  which  heihow'd  in  oppoHng  Marc 
Antony y  whofe  ill  Intentions  were  fufficiently 
diicover'd^  by  Prefentin^  the  Crown  to  C^far^  > 
at  the  Solemnity  of  the  LMftreaUa. '  I  know 
not  whether  the  Indulgence  Bmus  (how'd 
him  in  faring  his  Life,  when  th^y  topk  away 
C^arsy  is  Pardonable  info  great  a  Friend  to. 
the  State  as  he  was.  For  had  he  confented  to  the 
Death  of  Antcnjf^zs  Caljms  wpu  d  hAve  pbrfuaded 
hini^  the  CommonweaUh  had  xicoi^tA  its  Li- 
berty. However,  nothing  n  fo  pure  and  un- 
corrupted,  as  the  2ea:l  Cicero  (how'd  for  his 
Country,  againft  this  Ambitious  afpiringMan, 
who  thought  of  nothing,  but  how  /he  might 
raife  himfelf  by  all  the  unjuft  Methods  he  could 
invent.  Not  that  Cicero  Wanted  an  Opportu- 
nity of  being  vReconcil'd  to  him  t^ich  Advan- 
tage, if  he  would  have  refolv'd  to  have  Adted 
the  Pplititian.  But  he  had  too  jlift  a  Senfe  of 
his  Duty,  to  Engage  in  any  of  thofe  PradKce^^ 
which  end  in  the  Ruiine  of  the  Liberty  of  hi^ 
Country;     ;    :  .^       . 

Neither  had  1^  ever  entertain'd  the  leaill 
ClK>ughc  of  raifrng  Augufius  to  the  Imperial 
Dignity,  had  he  not  judg'd  him  a  proper  Pcf- 
fon  to  Oppofe  the  Defigns  of  Antony.  And! 
that  Prince  had  fo  great  an  Opinion  of  OV«r©'s 
Zeal  for  the  good  of  his  CouSatry,  that  he 
gave  aPublick  Teftiraony  of  the  Eftecm  he 
he  had  for  hitn,  and  fuch  a  One  as  was  not  in 
the  leaft  to  be  .fufpeded,  being  made  fome 
time  after  his  Death.  For  having  one  Day 
Surpriz  d  one  of  his  own  Children  hiding  a 
certain  Book  under  his  Coat,  he  ask'd  him 
what  it  was,  the  Child  was  unwilling  to  ftiow 
it  him  for  fear  of  his  Difpleaiure,  becaufe  it 
was  Ciirer^>'s  Works,  whom  he  had  fufFcr'd  not 
foi%  bcffore  to  be  Profcrib'd :  But  theEmpero»f 

havih^ 
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having  taken  it>  and  jcad  fotne  Pafiaget  in  k^' 
hh^  «-  iS^^^  ^^  ^^  again  9  faying,  Readibm  Book  €art- 
jJp,  «  ^'fi^^hi  ^y  Smy  far  the  Amber  ef  it  wm  a  'very  ahl^ 
x&«Mi(.   Many  and   s  gre^u  Lover  ef  bis  Cotentry.     And 
plut.in     jj^^'  out  of  a  true  Lo»c  and  AffisAion  for  his 
•         Country , and  the  Pubiick  Good,which  this  Man 
had  cheri(li*d^  and  which  was  moft  deeply  Rooc 
"  ed  in  his  Heart,  he  very  mtjch  difapproy'd  of 
Jiduis  Cjffarsl>t(\^s  of  fJfurping  the  Sove- 
reign Authority,  alnd  h^  fuffideotly  deolar  d 
.  this  his  Dtfflke  to  ills  Friends  ;  yet  Brutus  n^d 
Cafftus  would  nof:  acquaint  him  with  their  Pur- 
pofe  of  difpatching  him;  not  oiit  of  any  Sufpi- 
,  cion  they  had  of  his  Fiaelttf,  which  they  had 

iio  Reaton  to  doubt  of,  but  becaufe  they^ 
jodg'd^  that  the  Sweeenelsi  of  Iris  liacore^  toge- 
ther with  his  Integrity,  would  never  hare  per- 
tnicced  himeo  have  given  his  Conient  to  fo  Vi- 
olent a  Reiiriurion. 

Ic  was  not  on  theie  PnUick  Ocetafions  alooe^ 
in  which  Vanity  ofitcn  ads  a  greater  Part  than 
Virtue,  that  Cicero  fhow'd  his  Integrity  j  he  was 
no  lefs  Juft  and  Honeft  in  ail  Private  Concerns. 
He  was  a  good  Friend,  and  a  good  Father. 
He  lov'd  his  Children,  and  deferv*d  greater 
Kindneffes  &om  his  Wife,  than  (he  fhow'd  hini 
in  his  Difgrace«  Nor  was  it  fo  miich  for  his 
Son's  fake,  that  he  compos'd  that  admirable 
Treatife  of  Offices,  as  to  give  the  Piblick  an. 
Idea  of  bis  Morality,  which  was  {6  little  alHecf 
to  any  thJng  of  Intercft.  An^  we  naay  fafoly 
fay,  that  there  was  never  any  thing  writing 
that  kind,  with  greatiir  Exa^neis,  or  with 
greater  Rigor,  as  to  the  Predei^ts,  efpecially  if 
we  do  but  confider,  that  it  Was  cooipos'd  at  a 
qme,  when  there  was  up  other  Confcienc^'but 
Honour.  Cj^er^  had  likewife  the  Art  of  fo  or- 
d^r?ng  «vcry  ihing  he  did,  that  had  but  tha 
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lisafl:  Aow  of  Hdnefty^  that  he  made  it  fbrve 
to  enforce  his  Eloquence^  which  is  never  fo 
powerful  as  wh^n  *  joind  with  an  efiablifli'd 
Reputation* 

And  as  nothing  is  fo  likely  to  efiablilK  fuch  ivrmi  " 
'A  Rep^ation^  ^  an  Uniform  Courfe  of .  Life^  nihil  «• 
which  conflfls  in  preferving  a  Charader  an*  l^'  ^  p^ 
fwerabte  to  ones  Station,  and  in  Aaintaining  ^^  ^^ 
it  with  that  Cdiiftancy  and  Refolacion^,  which  utJuJ^ 
the  Decency  of  ones  Condition  requires^  Ci*  verfavita^ 
tirb  obferv'd  this,  Condud  a^  an  indifpenfable  ^"^  /%»* 
Lisw^  Md  made  it  the  Rule  of  ail  his  Adions ;  ^^i^mw. 
and  this  is  theRoc^  upon  which  moft  of  thof<i  i.  o£ 
that  prof efs  tofpeak  in  Publick,  ^lit«    For^  cic 
eitlierthby  do  not  a()t>ly  themfelves  to  the 
Study  df  thoie  Decorums.which  are  proper  for 
^efr  Condition,  and  according  to  which,  they 
ai^  io  Form  a  Charader ;  x)r  elfe,  when  they 
have  found  tbdm,  they  hare  not  Force  and 
Power  enoi^h  to  Support  and  Kdaintain  that 
Charader. ,  J^ut,  rho'  it  may  be  difficult  to 
m&ke  Our  Pradic<^  anfwerable  to  the  Severity 
and  Rigotir  of  oi^r  Principles,  yet  Ckero  appli- 
^  hi/rffelf  to  nothing  more,  than  to  be  the 
firft  that  iKould  p^t  in  Pradice  what  he  liimfelf 
taughtothers  ;  and  Maintain'd,  upon  all  occa^ 
fions,  not  only  the  Dignity  of  his  Profeffion, 
but  liteewife  thftt  Evennefe  and  Conftancy, 
#hi€h  is  obfervaBle-in  the  Adions  of  all  Vixtu^ 
6iis  Mtn. 
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Wherein  the  (^putatm  of  thefi  tj^o  Ora-i 
torsy  as  to  their  Integrity y  was  ajfatdteL 
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iEmofibtntt  in  this^  was  not  lb  happy  up* 
^  'on  fov^ral  Accounts,  as  Cicero  i^  forfae 
gave  that  Advantage  to  his  Bnemi^s^  that.theji 
found  P  eafon  to  accufe  him  of  hayjag  received 
twenty  Talents  with  a  iriece  of  Rlafc  of  great 
Value,  from  an  Officer  of  Ahxanderls^  who  be* 
ing .  diigrac'd  for  Male-Adminiftratidn  of.  his 
kevenues^  was  retir'd  to  ;4ib€ns.  This  Pre- 
fent  brought  the^Perfon  that  recetv'd  it  uodec 
^  Sufpicio%  becaiife  it  came  from  pnd  who 
had  been  ^  Creature  of  the  moft  deckrtd  Encf* 
my  that  the. Commonwealtl{;);«had.  ^  Dinatebus, 
prevailed  u^on  by  the  Enfimh^s  of  Demofibenes, 
accus'd  him  on  that  AccouAt  of  Bribery^  to  th9 
People ;  and  fucti  was  his  Misfortune^  that  hft 
could  not  be  heard  in  juftificacion  of  himfelf.Tliei 
Efteem  they  had  for  him,  was  turn'd  into  Con* 
tempt,  and  after  an  Imprifonraent  for  fom^  tim^ 
he  was  ftiamefuUy  Baniih'd  his  Couijtry  •  P/«;^nfi6^ 
V^ho  give's  fuch  high  Commendations  of  him 
^aur.  ia  ^P^^  ^^^  other  occafions^  cannot  upon  any  pre-^ 
fcorinth.  tence  excufe  hitft  i4  ^bfc>  ^hQ  faufaniafy  whom 
I  would  rather  chufe  to  rely  on,  hath  en4eavour'4 
tp  Maintain  and  Juflifie  his  Innocence^  and  to 
Keprefent  his  Accufatioh  as  a^meer  Calumny. 
Not  but  that  Cicero  had  the  Misfortune  as  well 
4s  he,  to  be  Baniih'd  ;  but  the  Caufe  and  &ea- 
ion  of  hisExile^  was  not  fo  difhohourable  / 
fbr  tho*  thi  Senate  gave  his  Confent  to  it,,  yet 
Was  that  Confent  extorted  by  the  Violence  of. 
tlaudim  the  Tribtine,  and  the  Prafticcs  of  Rj^: 
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and  Gahinimsy  whofe  Confulihip  became  pflipi)9 
and  deceftable .  upon  Cicero  s  Qaniilhntfcot^.  ap4 
was  indeed^Qothing  but  a  down-fight  OutragCj 
and  a  general  Proftitutioh  of  all  Laws.  But 
what  Cicero  refented  moft  under  his  MisfoiruQes^ 
am]  what  toitiched  him  mo(|^  was^  not  fo  much 
to  iee  himfelf  laid  afide  frpm  all  Employments, 
as  fbrfaken  by  his  baft  Friends,  and  particular- 
ly, by  Pamp^  and  C4P/ir,  whom  he  moft 
£fteem'd>  and  who  had  always  pret^n^dcd  ^ 
RefpeA  for  him.  And  the « lively  JDefcjriptipn 
be  gives  us  of  his  Grief  on  this  pcparipn,  was 
an  eiFeft,  rather  of  his  Tendernefe,  tJian  ^any 
Refentmem  proceeding  from  Ain^i^ion. 

The  truth  is,  he  was  pitied,  and  very  much 
lamented  by  the  People,  whereas  Demoftbenis 
was  nor,  becaufe  .hi$  Reputation  was  not  fo 
Spotiels :  Deimfibmesy  defended  himfelf  in- 
deed, againft  the  Temptations  of  the  Macedo* 
nian  Gold,  offer  d  him  by  Tbilif,  who  was  a 
fwom  Enemy  to  the  Atbmians ;  but  could  not 
refift  the  Per/^  Prefent  that  was  made  him  by 
Darimfy  who  Was  a  Friend  to  the  Common- 
wealth. Cicero  on  the  contrary,  carry^d  his 
Integrity  to  a  higher  Degree,  in  refufing  ^the  . 
Prefents  of  his  Friends,  becaufe  things  of  tlut 
Nature,  from  whomfoever  they  come,  render 
the  Virtue  of  a  Publick  Perfon  fulpeftedj  who. 
ought  npc  to  meafure  his  Duty  by  his  Intcreft. 
And  upon  this  account,  this  great  Man  b^ing 
Proconfui.of  CiUcia^  refus'd  the  Prefents  fent 
bim,  by  the  King  of  Caffadocia^  and  thoie 
made  him  by  tYi^  Sicilies  when  he  was  Pretor 
of  SicUj^  tho'  both  were  Allies  to  the  Romans. 
He  had  fo  great  a  Soul,  that  he  thought  he  could 
not  receivcf  a  Gift  without  fome.  Submlffion 
to  the  Donor.  "  And  all  great  Men,  whofe 
Lives  and  A^ons  are  always  expos'd  to  Pub- 
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Kek  VltfW^  caniiot  be  coo  fcrbpuloas  of  iheir 
tlonduA^  nor  too  curious  in  Matters  bfDti*- 
ty,  if  they  would  preferre  their  Repatatidn 
entire. 

It  is  urg'iA  in  Reproach  ofCUtrc,  that  ha* 
ftng  Prais'd  Cafar  to  Excefs  in  his  Publick  O- 
rations^  he  Aded  the  very  Reverfe^  andaWd 
him  as  much  in  fome  of  his  Private  Letters  to 
his  Friends,  Which  was  very  Ungenteel,  and 
had  i  TinAure  of Bafenefs^  not  td  bePardon'd. 
Tis  true  indeed,  Cic&o  has  fpdkd  varidttfly  of 
Cafar^  in  whom  hft  obferv'd  both  Good  and 
Bad  Qualities  3  the  Bad  he  fouhd  faiilt  With^ 
and  thb  Gddd  he  commended,  never  mifta- 
irjrig  the  ohe  for  the  other ;  But  St  Was  his 
Fruderice,  that  made  him  Mame  in  See^t 
Wh^t  w^s  blameable,  ahd  commend  in  PtabHek 
what  ^as  comh1bhd^ble«  Atld  if  we  do  bat 
•cbhfider,  thatic'wif  6hry  tto&ve^fctt  Lives  of 
MdrMi^i  aiid  iJ^Mut,  that  hi  f6  freely  bfcftowed 
hii  Praifes  oh  Cifar  |  \hh  ilonte  Witt  fii«ti*Wt- 
\y  Virtdicattt  him  l^om  this  AtytfdCA.  Fdr 
ivhat  is  it  that  orie  wbiild  hot  io  to  (av«  drtes 
FKend  ?  And,  it  Vrtiy  be  fometimefs  no  piette 
o^Flnjuftice,  td  Praife  thofe  that  do  ndt  JeferVte 
k;  itit  be  ohly  to  inrpire  them  with  noble  aftd 
generous  Refolutibns,  of  performing  AAtofts 
worthy  of  Cdmmendatfon. 

.That  which  is  6bjetaed  agSinft  hint,  ibdut 
a  Moufe  belonging  to  Crajfus^  at  the  Foot  fef 
Mbufit,  Talatbtey  which  he  Boiight,  as  was  pW- 
tended,  with  a  Siim  df  Money  pr^fettted»Wlb 
by  a  Crimmil,  harned  S^hy  in  'dtder  to  per- 
•chaTe  his  Favour,  W  ft  Httle  "PoAndtftldn  in 
it,  that  ft  dcferfes  riot  <3dn>ttiratioA  /  IBitte 
jiulk  Geniiis,  who  tells  the  ^for^.  ttfehtldlls 
no't  the  Icaft-Circufhft^liee  to -ttwe  ft  Ct«- 
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i*hac  which  Bmus  Reproaches  him  with  ift 
liis  Letters^  is  much  liiore  ipecious.  That  Man^ 
Whbfe  tntentiohs  were  lb  gobd  ^  and  with 
Whotn  what  remained  of  the  Reman  Liberty 
expir  dj^  accufes  him  of  having  been  the  firft 
that  pay'd  Adoration  tt>  the  young  Offawut^ 
and  that  indirkAly  contributed  towards  this 
Raifing  him  to  the  Throne^  from  whence  he 
had  (o  lately  puU'd  doWn  the  former  Ufurper : 
KeverthdeBi^  if  any  one  will  but  reflcA  upoii 
the  State  and  Condition    of  the  Coinmon*- 
Wealtb  at  that  time,  the  Faftiohs  it  began  to 
be  ihaken  with,  the  ill  Deligns  of  Lepidus  and 
Antony  i  and  in   fine,  the  abfblure   Neceflity 
there  was  of  giving  a  Mafter  to  a  People,  who  Alto  hml. 
amidft  fuch  a  Divifion  of  Interefts,  and  fo  ma-  »««»  f^H- 
ny  <iifferch(f    Pretcnfions    Would  no  lohger  '^^^fj^^, 
hear  of  any  Lawfnl  Authority ;  he  will  find,  Zinum 
that  Cicerp  aded  with  great  Prudence,  in  en-  pu^fe  vi- 
deavouring  «o  kuine  all  the  Parties  that  were  deberu. 
then  on  foot,  by  raifing  this  young  Man  to  the  Sj^^"  ** 
Throne,  in  Whom  he  hid  reafon  to  belibve  he 
might  inft^fe  (lith  Principles  as  Wert  for  the 
good  of  the  State  j  and  alfo  guide,  by  his  own 
Coiinfels,  that  Authority   he  had  giveii  him, 
Sloping  he  (houid  always  haye  the  Ear  of  him^; 
who  had  f6  latelV  been  his  Creature.  *  So  that 
if  Cheri  is  to  be  blam'd  upon  thii  account^ 
'iif  betaUfe  hetoo  much  eohfided  in  the  Power  ^ufUnuijfi 
hetmagifl'd'hiihiclf  tohave  over  the  Spirit  td^^i^tur 
t)£^trtHnf.  Bttttihere  Is  nothing,  in  which  g*at  J^'f««-^»- 
Peifons  fofffer  thcfhfelves  to  bfc  Wore  deceiv'a,  iusblcfrt  • 
than  in  ^he.Prefumptioh  they  have,  of  being  n^er.  , 
afclc  to  Govern  others  as  they  ipfleafe.  ^rot;  id 

This  firrbr  is  very  PirAtiHmb  in  Ciic^o,  at  ^^^^^• 
4  time,  when  his  Reputation  Wat  greater  than 
ever :    For  upon  the  fieWsb(  Mioh/s  Defeat^ 
the  Pe0|Jfecatm€  and  tedk  iHte  by  fofee  out  of  * 
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his  Houftf^  and  earned  him  in  Triumph  to  the 
Cafitolj  out  of  a  Perfuafion^  that  the  SuccqI^ 
of  chat  A<f3:ion,  was  entirely  owing  to.  his  goodT 
Counfels ;  ana  from  that  time  he  begap  to 
NecinTuU  ^  look'd  upon  in  Rem^^  as  the  m^  Support 
Ik  defuijfe  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  as  the  only  Per- 
videtur  in  fon,  in  whom  all  the  Authority  o£  the  State 
uilltsrte   Refided,  as  it  was  then  in  Diforder,.  by  the 
mivoS'  ^^^^h  of  both  theConfuls,  and  a  general  Con- 
utem^ur  fufion  of  Affairs.     Mofl  certain  it  is,  that  at 
fiintMioefi,  that  time,  nothing  was  done  without  his  Ad- 
/T^  V^'  vice,  and  there  was  never  any  private, Perfon 
fSatL,  /«.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  abfolute  an  Authority  in  his  Coun- 
ttgirrinte   try.     Had  he  not  been  fcrupulous  in  Matters 
FrorumU  p{  Duty,  the  occafion  might  have  Tempted 
^^'*^'-     him  to  have  fet  up  for  hinjfelf,  in  fo  favourable 
repudUm  ^  Conjundion  ;  when  the  Weaknefs  of  all  the 
vigimivi'  Parties,  not  as  yet  well  Form'd,  the  Confufi- 
mw.       on  of  Mens  Minds,  the  Efteem  the  Senate  had 
Cluintil.    foj  hij  ^orth,  and  the  good  Will  of  the  Peo- 
•  *'^'  '•    pW,  feem'd  all  to  conlpire  to  Raife  him  j  fo 
that  if  it  had  not  been  tn  his  Power  to  have 
madQ  himfelf  Mafter  of  die  Commonwealth, 
he  had  at  leaft  Intereft  enough  to  make  whom 
elfe  he  pleafed.  ,  But  notwithftanding  all  this^ 
he  did  •nothing  but  what  he  thought  entirely 
for  the  Intereft  of  the  Government,  and  for 
the  Advance  of  his  own  Glory.    And  pro«- 
|>ably,  it  was  rather  out  of  too  much  care  and 
circumfpe^ftion,  than  any  thiiig  elfe,  that  he 
gave  ocqafion  for  thofe  fatal  Conferences,  be- 
tween Oikaviusy  Le^idus,  and  Antmj^  upon  which 
foon  after  was  contriv'd  that  bloody  Projed 
•        of  the   TTriumviratg,  which  cpft  the  Senate 
more  Blood,  than  had  been  fpilt  on  the  Plains 
of  Vbarfalia.    The  Head   of  Ciaro^  Was  the 
Price  of  the  Rieconciiiation   between  Antony 
and  O&aviasj  foi:  th^it  young  Prince,  wholly 
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wrapt  up  witb  his  own  Greatnefi,  fbtgpt  his 
Beae&Aor  andthe  Inftmdions  he  hadgivep 
him  }  and  fo  Signed  his  Deaths  becapfe  be  well 
knew  chat  his  Virtue  would  by  no  Means  fub- 
mit  to  the  Ufurpations  of  Tyrannical  Power. 
The  Advantages  Cicera  Obtain'd  in  his  War- 
like Expeditions  in  CiUcia^  on  the  Banks  of  the 
Riyer^!2j^iKf^  a|ul  near  the  Mountain  Amanus^ 
againft  thcTanbians^  are  fuflicient  InfVances  of 
his  Courage,  which  he  had  in  a  greater  degree 
than  moft  Learned  Men  have  imagin'd,  who 
are  all  Cowards  byProfeffioD;  and  chat  he  had 
TfxoxcYoXoMxthaxiDemo^hents^  who  at  the  Bat-  -  - 

t^l  at  Cbermefits^  feeing,  in  at  the  firil  Attack^ 
the  firft  Rank  fall,  was  fo  terrified,  that  he  be- 
toot  himfelf  to  Flight  amongft  the  (oremofl-, 
and  was  fo  ^ftraAed  with  Fear,  that  he  mif-  ^ 
f  00k  a  Bulb  that  caught  hold  of  his  Coat,  for  pj^^  j„ 
an  Enemy,  and  cry'd  out  for  Quarter.    But  oemofth. 
on  the  other  fide,  he  Dy'd  with  greater  Brave- 
ry and  Magnanimity    than  Ckcro,   refigning 
lumfelfupwithaconipos'd  Countehance,  and 
without  much  Concern ,-  whereas  Cieeroy  on 
the  contrary,  difcover  d  great  Uneafinefi  and 
Inquietude,    that  his  Deftrudion    was  ine- 
vitable, f  Not  but  that  he  is  wifh  great  inju- 
ftice  accus'd  with  Cowardize,  upon  fome  Let- 
ters he  writ  to  his  Brother  ^intas^  and  to  his 
Friend  Atticusy  wherein  he  betray'd  too  much 
Weakneis,  by  expreffing  his  Thoughts  too  free- 
ly to  them.    But  if  we  do  but  confider,  that 
there  are. certain  things  at  the  bottom  of  the 
iSouIs  of  the  greateft  Men,  which  if  w^e  could 
look  into;  we  (hould  find  that  they  have  their 
WeakhefTes  as  well  asothers,and  are  nor  altoge-     * 
ther  infenfible  of  Misfortunes  and  Dangers  ; 
and  that  Heroes  oftentimes  gain  their  Reputa- 
tion, not  io  much  by  difcoveripg  their  good 
*    '  D  i   ^  ^     ^  Qualities, 
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Qualities,  as  by  concealing  thpir  bad  ongs,  and 
by  iufFering  no  one  to  div^  into  the  Secrets  of 
cheir  Hearts.  So  that  the  little  Care  Cifera 
(ook  of  hiding  his  Failures^  ouglit  rather  to  be 
afcribed  to  his  too  great  Sincerity,  than  to  ^ 
tittlenefs  of  Sbul^.  or  Meanpfs  of  Spirit  ,•  nei- 
ther is  it  by  any  means,  a  difcovering  (pt  pur 
WeaHneffes,  to  reveal  them  to  a  friend,  whicJI^ 
is  no  n)ore  xh^ti  imparting  them  to  ones  own 
felf    .      '   '    '    *  '     \ 

But  as  vfc  cqnimonly  pafi  our  Judgment^ 
upon  Bioft   things,  and  tliat  too  with  grea^: 
Candor,  according  to  their  Appearances^  fq 
tlie  Art  of  impoffng  upon  others,  and  conceal- 
ing ones  felf,  paffcs  fqr  a  very  great  Accom^ 
capufvrA'  plilliment  amoriglt  Politicians.     Thiswa?  no? 
torts  uf ,    thp  principle  Cicerg  a<ftpd.  upon,  who  difco- 
ipfe  apud    ver'd  bimfelf  withouf  the  leaft  Heferve,  anc^ 
Zl^ful  ^^^^y^  thought  it  the  bplt  Courage  to  appear 
iemfetpfe  in  oncs  own  fiiape  without  Piiguifc.    An^ 
ppet.vide-  this  Ma^im  he  recpmni^n^s  as  sl  pit^cept  to  hi^ 


)rat. 


C  H  A  P,    IX. 

4Compari/oairof  their  other  ^^fiml 

:;  Qualities. 


Q 


KE  ^ould  imagine,  that  after  having 
obfery'd  the  piwrence  th^t  there  is  be- 


jv^reen  the  Abilities,  and  between  the  Integri- 
ty of  Cicero  znA  Dcmofibenes^  there  could  no- 
thing eife  remain  worth  Kemark^  as  to  their 
i?erfonal  Merit.  But  yet  each  of  fliem  were 
sndow'd  with  fuch  other  particular  x;iualities^ 
•;  •  '  '-:'  '  ■  '  which 
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uMch,  tW  lefi  Eifomifll  |tQ(El9flHfqf9/  ^ 

on  tkcy  ha^  g«aU    Thfi  A4F»nt»gB  wM 
CQAfifts  ill  the  ag9»««l)l^Q$(s  pf  ^he .  OkratAf  f 
Pedbri,  one  Wdujd  iwdginp  ifti»  wiy  wJcflftr 
fidcrable ;  and  yet  w^  fimi  tliv  'tis  pf  grmt      . 
Importance  tp  bim  j  an4   ^jm^Hhn,:  wb9  ii>xra« 
cMnits  nochiag  that  may.any  ^rays  j<2do4um  to  diauricu^ 
^6  Perfei^ion  of  an  Oiatort  g}Ff«  uc;  tbi»ln-  radeuadt. 
ftruddon^  that  the  Care  an  Orator  taj(t%«f  hiis  ^^  ^^ 
Depoitinent,  is  of  no  (maU  A^yamgin  («^wards  f/Tifi' 
his  gaining  the  Hearts  of  «he.Audten€»*     .    Li.  cj. 

For  if  in  or4flir  tp  Pfriii«4e,  'ttsuMeiTary 
diac  we  plejdSs ;  we  ou^bt  to  cake  care  (bff 
we  pieaie  in  erery  things  and  it  Is  moft  partt- 
cuMy  requifite^  that  thcf e  be  fiorlnQg  MOt- 
greeable  in  our  Peifons,  lo  ii\\i,^CUtt0  a^y 
kc  UiA  to  rfarpafi  Lfemofiienes^  iMid'  perbftfis  -  <P  , .  ^ 
a  greater  DegrtiB  than  he  deft'd ;  (p  tb^A  op  ' 
ComparifGun  can  be  made  of  them  in  this  Caifi»  ^  ^ 

without  albwlng^  that  J^puffibtnes  took  Qip^jS 
care  of  himfelf,  as  Co  this  pactiQular^  apjd  dfefo  Pj°^r  jn 
Icfs.    For  it  isobferv'd,  tbatCw^o.  wasy^;^  Augui?** 
decent  in  his  Cloaihs^  and  vi^ry  Polite  ip  bis  1. 17  c/^ 
prefsy  even  to  A^ftilion.    lie  lov'd  P?(* 
fumes^  and  aQeofieelTablei  m4>  as  he  >ya$ 
▼ery  pleafant  in  iCU>over^u4ofi»  he  delighted     , 
ingntertainmepts^  and  was  always  very  agre^« 
aUe  Company  with  his  Frie$4s«>.    HisRaiUery 
was  fine  atid  delicate,  and  he  managed  all  his 
Bufmefs  with  iuch  an  Addrefs,  that  in  the  mo^      ' 
fiirioi^  CfOoiuitations,  he  would  frequ^Ml^ly 
oaingle  fo  piueh  of  light  Gonirerfation,  as  W4S 
eqopgh  to  reiFr^  the  Mind  wifihout  ditecdi^ 
it  from  whk  'id  i^as  intent  upon,    Thi^  is  the 
proper Ciiaraderor  that y^^anity,  of  ^hiQh 
whic^  he  gives  ps  the  j^recef^s  in  hH  Treatife 
]^Or»Wi{  Andtho'it  be  tomewhat  difl&ciidti 

■'■'"  ^'"   "      ?'i  -^i 
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idPthiefifc  dmes^  to  judge  of  the  Wit  lie  there 
propc^esTor  our  Imitation^  in  ieveral  £xain- 
fits  of  the  fine  tkrhof  Words,  yet  it  is  cer- 
tdii,  that  he  Was  very  good  sst '  it  hknfelf,  fee- 
ing ^^r^^aii  Gravels  he  w»^  and  as  much  a 
-  ^fkk  as  he  wasy  after  having  heard  Cker-^  ridi^ 
Ciik  the  Moralky  of  the  5/0iiRib'in  that  Oration 
of  hiifor  liis  FHend  A^ef^a,  cOuId  not  forbear 
iafaghihgy   and  faying^  I  fffufi  needs    cmftft^ 

Sr^  •  "^  *^*  "*  *^^  fl^afMf^  Genfyl.        '  . . 

•'  ©e»>J7fi*itf  ^as .  Aot  of  this  agrecsAte  Coii^ 
^^  t  verfatidn^  he4^ifiot  fo  much  Wit  and  Fanqr^ 
ifad  V^iendver^M^'^im'd  at  ity  he  was  not  lo 
4la^py -as  «<>hat^i  any  Succefsi  ^Lowjnmi  oh^ 
iiryes'in  the'Comparifon  he  makes  ^between 
-him  inA  fIjff&Uler  ^  'his  mannor  of  Deportr 
'ifieht  being  itibre^  uponr  the  Reverfe*    He  had 
Inc.  in    '^ 'ASi:'  bf  (Gravity/  proper  to  command  Atten- 
pemoft.    tfoA,  -and  -make  whatever  he  iaid,  received 
amotigft  thb  People  as  the  infallible  Didates  of 
.    ^att'Oi'afclcJ    And  as^  thi^his  ferious  Demure 
,  Temper-  rendfer-d  him  Pradent  and  Circom- 
fpeA/fo  it  niadt  him  Politick  ^    even,  in 
'  'his  'Expences^  in  which  he  was  guided  by  his 
Ambition,  which  was  the  End  of  all  his  Adi- 
bns.    For  he  took  delight  in  laying  out  his 
.     'Money,  in  Repairing  the  City  Walls,  in  Fit- 
ting out  Ships/in  Encouraging  Trade,  in  Ran- 
foming  Slaves,  In  Marrying   Poor  Maidens, 
^hd  in  entertaining'  the  People  with  Publick 
^ sports  and  Showsr    And  t ho*  he. did  in  fonie 
Mcafure  ^ain  the  Aflfecaion  of  his  Fellow^Citl- 
zens,  by  tins  Atti^clal  liberality^  yet  was  all 
*his  Perforniy  with  accuftomed  Gravity  ;  it 
jiot  being  in  the  Nature  of  him  to  condeicend 
fo  far  as  to  do  thipgs  with  that  A£FabiKty  ai^d 
Air  of  Popularity,  which  is  fo  necefiary  in  a 
Common  wealth,  • 

^  Not 
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Not  bnt  that  Ciimva^s  likeiwife  Liberal^ 
iaftd  that  £ven  to  £xce&^  but  he  took  not  fo 
mitcfa  can.  in  layiog  cot  his  i  Money  upon 
things  that  made  a  great  noifein  the  Worki ; 
'£Skhii  Extwnces  were  Great^  and  upon  Noble 
Acc^uodsy.aod  proceeded  more  from  his  Tem- 
per and  Di^fition^  than,  frofn  any  Ppliiick 
Defisn  he  had,  in  themw*  And  by  this  mcans,^ 
he  ^fenr'd  the  Name  of  Magnificats  and 
liberal,  tho'  he  thought  ic  not,  and  was  gene- 
rally as.Generous  upon  all  occafions  as  Dtmofi^  . 
iims  was  in  fome  particulars.  He  is  reckoned  ^^^ 
:tO  have  had  Eighteen  Country  Houfes,  all  ve-  Triumph. 
ry  Magnificent,  ftately  Built,,  and  fplendidly 
FurniUi'd.  'Tis  true,  he  was  not  Mafter  of 
fomany  Seats  at  onetime.  The  chief  of  tfaem 
were  the  TufcuUne^  the  Farmiany-  that  at  Cajet^ 
ta,  that  at  Arfmasy  the  Tamfemn^  and  that  he 
had  hear  Cumes.  Neither  was  it  fo  much  out 
of  Pride,  that  heafFcded  this  Pomp,  tho'  it 
vm&  be  confefs'd,  he  was  a  little  Vain,  as  out  . 
of  a  Noblenels  of  Soul,  which  fought  the  £• 
fteem  of  a  People,  that  did  not  in  the  leaft  dif^ 
relifh  any  thing  that  was  Sumptuous,  fo*it 
were  M^ntain  a  by  Wealth  honeftly  gotten. 
I  was  perfuaded,  that  it  would  not  be  Super- 
fluous^ to  obferve  this  Difference  between 
them,  tho'  it  have  litde  relation  to  Eloquence, 
becaufe  all  things  of  thi$  Nature,  ferve  to  make 
a  Great  Man  confiderabl&  in  a  Sure,  that  lias 
any  Efteem  and  Veneration  for  Virtue  and 
Merit. 

After  all,  both  the  one  and  the  other  had 
the  Art  of  managing  every  thing  to  that  Ad- 
vantage^ fo  as  to  jnake  it  fome  way  or  other 
«ontribtttie  to  their  |lepatation  j  and  their 
Condud .  gain'd  them  fuch  an  Authority,  «as 
%9  rfnder  them  entirely  Mafters  of  the  Hearts 
•      •  '   .  of      ' 
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of  their  Au^itors^  and  to  commatMl  whalsver 
they  perfuaded.  And  chit  was  nnhac  wai  moft 
admiraUtia  thefe  two  Oraters;  For  whieibcr 
we  look  upon  it  u  the  pecuUavGift  of  HeaveiK 
or  as  an  EficA  of  their  PerioMl  Merif ;  it  is  moft 
certain^  that  nerer  any  two  f^foPeilSMishiui 
ever  a  more  abfolute  Empirc-ovpr  two  Nad:- 
ons^  ^arwere  more  Nice  and  J)€Kcate|  and 
moreJealoDsof  their  Liberty.  But  th^  mh 
may  form  a  better  Judgment  of  them  ;  we 
ftall  do  well  to  obferve  the  fecond  thin^ 
which  AriS0$li  tells  us^  is  neceflliry  to  the  Art 
of  PerfuaHon ;  which  is^  to '  know  how  chQ 
Minds  of  the  -  Audience  ftand  afi^ed. 

CHAP,    X 

Jthat  in  order  to  ^irfnddcy  it  is  Tie^ 
ceffary  to  conjider  the  Inclination  oftd 
Vi/pofitiork  of  the  Mime^ 

TF  it  be  true^  that  Perfuafion  is  a  kind  of 
X  Conquefk  over  the  Hearts  of  Men ,  an 
Orator  may  properly  be  compared  to  a  Ge- 
tieral^  and  the  Minds  of  thefe  ^e  is  to  work 
upon^  to  a  Place  AiTaulted  ;  and  as  Courage 
alone  is  not  fuificient  to  carry  on  an  At- 
tack wi(^  Succefs^  withok  underftandfa>ig 
well  the  State  and  Condition  .of  Peape;  io 
neither  is^  the  Eloquence  of  an  Orator^  of 
force  enotigh  to  perfuade  »  ^Without  he  a^- 
ply  himfelfto  know'the  Ifitmour  and  <^ 
us,  and  the  Imereftxif  fhofehie' woiil4^* 

Wft.    -^  ^  •-^^-    '  -  •     '       '''''^' 
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Ko.body  .ever'  hi^tet  otidcrftobrf*  tit  raught  * 
fhc  Art*  ol  making /our  fflvcj  Mafters  of  %hi 
Jfc^rts  df  Men  by  ]^ifwaOort,  than-^rt/oi/^  hm 
dotititthis  Books  of  RhetoHdt.  hn^ht  is  th6 
only  one^  that  knew  well  how  to  peneiSrate  in- 
fo* the  Heart  of  M^n  the;  n^oft.  impenew^^le 
tiling  in  the  whole  W^orld  j  'that  bouM  fonwcf 
che^  deptli  of  (h^  hhy%  ana  find  opt  th6  Ckie 
th^t  thtft  gi^ide  lis  throrugh  all  the'M^indw^ 
^hat  lead  to  that  fecret  Recefs,  *Tis  to  Mm 
.we  ai'e  indebted;  for  teacMng  us  How  to  k6ffp 
a  ftcret  Intelligence  with  <hc  Sdul  by  th€ 
Affiftance  of  the  Paffionv  ftow-fopfettWres^  to 
attenlpt  d. Surprize  n^on  it  by  Fear,  or  id  allare 
it  with  Hope  j  how  to  win  ^t  by  m6Vihg  «ht 
l^afftot^i,  and  pattiqularty  that  of  Angir^  fey 
raifing  in  it  att  thblK  CoTtitn(niofn.  and-  l»Sit*t- 
|>ations  which  are  cap?Wc  of  forn;wng  anlhref^ 
cil' there  in  fayoiit  of  himthatTp^ais.  Bbt 
un!els  we  can  petfcftly  ^now  in  what  pait^ttife 
Soul  is  moft  foitifibjf,  and  in  wiiat  it  Ties  moft 
pxpos'id  ^  in  what  it  is  tridft  fchfi|>ly  touchTd^, 
^nd  in  what  void  of  all  Tenderhefij,  'tfe  a^iffi- 
fuk  Tas^  to  put  this  AVt  in'  Pradice  with  ariy 
tolerable StJccefs.         '     .  •.    .  .;. 

'  And  though  this  Phflofophet  Ji-  to  be' ad-  ^^fi  ^^- 
ttiii^dihallthe^Partspf  his  Works,   yet  4  h<5  '^^J^^ 
po  where  more  than  in  4hi$'  particular  part  of  ^i„ai  W 
them,  where  he  has  rcduc'd  whaPt  were  before  nmJftmg" 
bufie,  rudeandtoirfus'dlnfttudion^  of  Nature  ni^^i^ 
into  certain  Principles/  which  are  fp  Infallible,  gjJJ^^ 
that  if  they  ,be  but  prqciecdi'd  upon^  they  can-  ^^Idicenda 
not  mifs  bringing  ijs  to  fhe  proposed  End/   It  ftod  vciet 
Isthen  frof^  this  udqiir-able  feook,  frotn  this  f^fi^^^y^ 
moft  excellent  Epitome  of  Moralky^  that  w«e  J^^J/^^^ 
|huft  l^Vn  the  Art  of  divrng  into  i^e  HWrfs  of  orat.  1.  r. 
.  pur  Auditors,  audi  of  winning  thett  Aff<S<ftfonf .  ^ 
jPor  ohl^fs  we  ?an  fihd  out  and  move'  ^^^  moft 
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faiddeti. Springs  of  the  Soul^  and  fearch  to  the 
Root  of  the  Weaknefles  and  Infirmities  of  Hu* 
mane  Natur^  what  Imprdfion  can  alUhe  oat-' 
ifjrard  Force  4^£loquenpe  make  upon  the  Spirits 
ofPeople? 

The  comnaonDedaimers  are  Strangers  to  this 
Perfe&ion^  who  inftead  of  ftudying  the  Man- 
aen^  Inclinarions^  and  Humours  ot  Men^  the 
cme  Foundarions  of  all  Perfwafion^  emplby 
dieir  time  and  labour  in  a  rain  and  empty  Ar- 
rangement of  Words  i  in  gathering  into  on^ 
Oradonall  the  Ornaments  and  FlourUhes  of 
Speech,  which  make  not  the  leaft.  Impreifion 
upon  the  Hearers.  Whereas  on  the  contrary, 
che  true  Orator  nukes  it  his  Priocipal  Study  to 
nnderftand  the  AfFeAions  and  Interefis  of  his 
Audience^  and  obferving  the  different  Agitati* 
om  each  Paffion  produces  in  their  Breafis^te^kes 
nfe  of  thofe  that  are  moft  favourable  to  his  de- 
fign  j  and  following  the  Natural  Bent  9f  th^lr 
Inclinarions,  moves  theiame  way  th^y  tend^ 
and  (b  takes  hold  on  what  they  feem  moft  prone 
to,  that  fo  he  may  with  the  greater  eafe  draw 
'  them  after  him.  And  this  Violence,  which  he 

does  to  his  Audience,  is  manag'd  with  fo  much 
Art,  that  they  think  they  go  of  their  own  aa«* 
cord,  when  the  Orator  drives  them.  But  how 
few  are  there  that  have  thiis  Art  of  making  them* 
felves  Matters  of  the  Hearts  of  the  People,  by 
thus  penetrating  into  them.  The  Inconftancy 
and  Mutability  of  our  Inclinarions,  the  Altera- 
tion of  our  Humours,  the  Diverfity  of  Interefts. 
the  Circumftances  of  Time  and  Place,  and 
^ven  Chance  it  ielf,  all  which  have  fo  great  a 
flure  in  this  difpofing  of  Men's  Minds  towards 
the  bringing  to  pa&  any  great  Event,  ought  to 
be  the  Subjeds  of  oerpetual  Study  and  Medita^ 
rion  i  an  Orator  D^ing^  oblig'd  to  make  iifib  of 
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ill  thefe  Methods  ^hen  he  woa*d  inipire  hi^ 
own  kefolutions  ioco  an  Aifembly^  aiul  draw 
them  over  to  his  fide* 

"^But  if  the  (ame  Men  in '  the  fame  Country, 
and  in  the  fame  Day  are  often  of  different  Sen- 
timents according  as  they  are  differently  poileft 
by  feveral  Paffions,  as  Arifiotk  has  Well  ob-  tib.  1.  : 

■^  fervid,  how  much  more  Variable  win  the  Opt-  ^^^ 
nions  of  I'edple  of  differenc  Climates  be, 
whpfe  Laws,   <>uftbms.  Mariners,    aiid  Hii- 

^   mours,  are  10  vaftly  different  ?  And  is  it  not 
then  requifite,  that  an  Orator,  that  defires  to 
fucceed  in  the  Art  of  Perfuafion,  ihou'd  be 
able  to  difcerii  all  thefe  Varieties,  and  put  on 
different  Forms  and  Shapes  as  occafion  iball 
require?  Had  ndt  Cicero  been  much  miftaken,  Siturd 
,had  he  gone  about  to  perfuade  the  Gre^iKi  after  '^^^  ^ 
the  fame  Manner  he  us*d  to  do  the  Remans  ?  And  ^JS^^ 
had  not  Dewofitenes  been  as  much  in  the  Wrong,  inter  fe 
had  he  pretended  to  have  gain'd  upon  the  Ro-  difldmU 
wans  by  that  Vehemency,  with  which  he  fpake  ^^^«»*»^ 
to  the.  Greeks  i  But  that  wfe  may  the  tietter^J^^I 
Judge  of  the  different  kinds  of  Eloquence,  cicOrst. 
which  they  were  oblig'd  to  make  ufe  of  upon 
the  Account  of  the  flifferent  Tempers  of  the 
People  they  had  to  deal  with,  we  fliall  do  well 
to  confider  the  particular  Genius  of  each  Nation. 


C  H  A  P.     XL 

ACharaBer  of  the  Genius  of  the  Greeks, 
.<«  Demofthenes  i>w  time. 

THE  Greeks  were  fo'  polite  and  refin'd  a 
People,  that  they  look'd  upon  all  other 
*  Nations  not  only  as  unlearn  d  and  ignorant, 

but 
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but  ev^  AS  Fudeand  b^rbaroofi.    But  of  ^1  th6 

OtAiis  Li.  Greeks^  the  /i$be$Mtms  werc  the  moft  PoUfhM  ill 

fenium,     all  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  had  the  moft  exqui- 

f,Tet  ^"^  Taftf  andRelilh  of  Eloquence.     Tfiere 

tundoMufA  "bad  been  (b  many  great  Oraitort  bred  imoneft 

iofui.       thoiq,  jihat  all  Polite  LQartitAg,  by  infenfiU^ 

Poet.tton ^legrctj^  beoarac  as-it  were  Natuwl  to  them: 

.     .    VtrkUs^  whofe  Harangues  they  compajr'd  to 

Thunder  an^  Lightning  ^ .  had  fo  accnftomM 

thorn  to  hear,  nothing  but  What  was  l^ine  and 

£le  j^mt^  that  thofe  who  wcrd  to  fpeak  in  Pub- 

iiiKirm  ,licjc/  ^^k'd  upon  even  the  meaner  fort  of 

^^^^r  ^^^V^^s  ^  ^^  ^^^y  Cenfurep  of  what  they 

^t^m    ^^^^  ^^  ^^y*    ^^  ^^^^  '^^^  Accurate  Judg- 

^ii  pgf,  ment  had  introduced  fiich  a  Nice  and  Scrupu- 

fent  «^    loiK  way  of  fpeaking  in  Pi^bBck,  thaSt  diey  dar'd 

*^«f^;  ^.'noc  make  ufe  of  any  one  Worid  in  their  Orati- 

^;^^w.oji6,  that  was  riotiuft  and  proper  in  its  Signifi- 

r#»»  reif'  caciojir^  .a«d  Auchoriz'd  by.  frequent  tJfe. 

fmnrct  Qyaiofy  tiiliupi  Verhum  fnjoleni  am  ddhfum  fontre  auittd.  <lic.  dft 

Olma  b*     ^^^  ^^  ^^^  Genius  of  this  iPeopIc  was  very 
tioqiicn    Tftuch  improv'd  rind  rti^txA  by  the  Purity  of 
iU  iciiuf  the  Language,,  nnd  by  t?he  Beauty  atid  Elegirncc 
Ten^t  '^^*'^  Eloquence  of  ^he  Orators,  fo  was  tlieir 
Apol.       Natur^l.Fiercenefs  much  increased  by  Flattery  J 
fo  that  there  was  admirable  Dexterity,  and  a 
.great  deaLcf  wife  Condud  reguir'd  to  exercife 
the  Empire  of  Pcrfuafion  over  Men,  who  wou'd 
always  be  treated  as  Maftecs^  and  as  thofe  tha^ 
had  a  Command  over  all  tliat  pretended  to  per- 
fiiade  tbotn.    The  taw  of  C3lftw«ife^.  iwcjltfch 
.  was  made  by  r^eafon  of  the  infepportable  Ty- 
ranny of  T0ratai  y  did'  mQcti  add   to  the 
Haqghtinefs  of  this  arrogant  and  prefuipptu#us 
W6^ft;    Thfs  Law.'was^!mftittited'by  titfatiid€$y 
.in  ordertointroduce'ihrd  th?  State  a  Foi*i.of 
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Qb^diinetit^  MrUch  mt£^t  exclude  from  Pub^ 
lick  Atfaii^^  and  Baniih  Tor  un  Years  all  (bofe 
whofe  Credit  and  extraordinary  Merit  might 
render  them  liable  to  SaffMcion.  And  there- 
fore fuch  as  had  raisM  themfeWes  by  the  moft 
li^yrfol  and  commendable  Means^  were  to  car- 
ry thbmfelvcs  £>,  that  their  Greatnefs  njight; 
not  expojfe  them  to  the  leaft  Cenfure,  nor  givie 
tbe  leaft  Offence  to  the  Pride  of  that  People^ 
who  were  always  ?ery  jealous  of  too  great  . 
Meritb 

This  Law  was  fo  rigoroufly  obferv'd  at  fixftj 
tbbt  Jri/HJn,  v^ho  had  obtained  the  Name  and 
Titl4  of  the  J»p^  and  had  done  fomany  thinga 
for  the  Glory  of  his  Country  ^was  condemned  to 
beBaniJli'd  like  a  MalefaAor^  and  that  too  by 
an  ttfiknbwn^abjed^  contemptible  Fellow,  thaC 
cott'd  HOC  fo  ihuch  as  read  :  And  though  this^ 
Se^eifty  kj«d  loft  much  of  its  Vigor  in  the  time 
of  Aldimki,  and  was  almoft  quite  aboliih'd 
aftc^ardsi,  as%  the  Fate  of  all  Laws  that  artf 
too  ieirere,  yet  it  made  fuch  an  Impreffion  of 
lealoofte  wpon  the'  Minds  of  the  Athtniam^  an^ 
a*€ated  fuch  an  AVerfion  againft  thoie  that  had 
diltinguiih  d  themfelves  by  their  Merits  that 
the  (>atof s  were  oHig'd  to  a  particular  Caref 
and  Gtteumfpedion.  And  the  Rules  they  wertf 
t^  <cMerve,  We^e  fo  Arid,  as  to  prohibit  all 
ikdi'anSGreia)  Ornaments  as  might  in  any  wift  ' 
m^{Q  «he  Trutli  |  and  to  forbid  the  ftirring 
^  any  ^ffion  that  might  fur  prize  them  j  be- 
Oaiife  diey  looked  ^pon, die  one  as  a  Snare  to 
eiNMri^  their  Jle^fon,  and  the  other  as  an  A*- 
tempi  9p0n  dielir  lib^^  And  this  ^ender'd 
liieir'Diteou^  cdkd  laind  dcy^  whkh  proceed*- 
Cf£^nic»ic.jfrom  the Reftraints  that  l^y  upo» 
them*  than  from  any  Defcd  in  their  Abilities.- 
for  it  w^'rob  Eloquence  elf  Its  Art  6f  Hfoirhig  ^ 
,::\'...}^  th<r 
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the  Minds  df  Men  to  J>ity^  we  difarin  it  of  it^ 
Princifyal  Strength^  and  leave  it  only  the  foogh 
and  Violent  Pa(Sons3  in  which  many  times  th« 
Vehefnency  of  Pronunciation  alone  has  a  g;:ea^ 
terEfFedcfaan  all  the  Delicacies  of  Art*    * 

Jdim  Tdlux  obferves^  that  there  was  aiy)- 
ther*  Law  made  by  the  Areopagius  againft  the 
Ufe  6(  Proarmiunfs  and  Perorations/  and  againft 
all  Digreflionsm  Criminal  Gafesj  beoaufethoie 
parts  of  a  Difcoorfe  beipg  purely  for  Ornament^ 
and  in  order  to  work  upon  the  Aifedtons, 
might  give  the  Orator  an  opportunity  o£  fur- 
prizing  the  Judges^  and  moving  them  in  his 
Arid.  CI.  Favour.    Arifiotle  in  his  Rhetorick^  and  Smrni^ 
Kbet.       liap  in  his  Inftitutions,  both  at  large  explain  the 
AtJknii    Intention  of  this  Law.    And  there  is  ibme 
^eSus     Reaibn  to  believe  the  Greeks  borrowed  this  their 
l^p^Sa-^^'^^^'^^'  from  the  ^r4*w»/ J   ior  Avtrrois,  m 
mm  pro-  hi*  Comments  upon  the  Place  where  Arifictk 
Ubebatur  mentions  this  Law  tells  us^  that  among  them 
^stmr.      it  was  the  Cuftom  to  fpeak  in  Publick  without 
P?'"'-     the  AAion  and  Gefture  of  a  Declaimer,  left 
the  Orator  ibou'd  by  chefe  Graces  impofe  upoti 
his  Audience.    And  thoiigb  this  Law  was  not 
Mpiicgds    ftridly  obferv'd  in  Demofibenes  his  time^  as  it 
m  mos    had  been  in  Salens  ;  yet  we  may  fee.  that  he 
SS^IV  confind  himfelf  10  the  Obfervation  of  that  An- 
Lib.  20.    cient  Cuftom  j  for  without  doubt  his  exalted 
cap.  I.  *    Genius  cou'd  not  but  have  furniih'd  him  with 
more  moving  Pa^flfages  in  his  Perorations^  which 
are  never  improved  to  thatDegree  they  might 
have  been,    Atleaft^  ^intilum  imputes  it.  to 
this  Law,  which  he  pretends  was  in  full  fbnce 
Omnis  w  at  Athens,  even  in  Demoftbenes  his  time  ;  iiowo- 
rjf/0f ;  i/.  ver,  certain  it  is^    chat  this  <CttftQmk  was  jof 
^^  '*«.  great  difadvahtigc  to  him;   for  unlefs^Elo* 

4Mdiun$  memikm  m  exfitmis  MP  fcdt^niis  exjairenda.  Cio  Orat. 

quencc 
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quence  does  employ  ail  its  Force  to  ^aife  or 
lay  the  Paffions^  it  can  ntvcr  gain  ics  Sove- 
reignty over  the  Hearts  of  Men.  :    .     .  »  ^ 
,    But  befides  that^  th^  Athenians  were  a  proud  '»  P^  9»» 
and  fieriie  People  i  jealous  of  their  Power,  and  '«"1* 
fevere  in  relation  to  their' Oracors,  in  that,  j^y|*' 
they.aU6w'd  chem  not  eo  move  the  Paffions, 
on  which  entirely  depends  the  whole  Succefs  of 
Eloquence :  They  were  fd  impatient,  )ight  and 
inconftanc,  that  they  won'd  on  a-  fudden  go 
from  oneeltreani  to  smother,,  aiid  runcounter 
to  all  their  own  Determinations  by  fudden  and 
precipitated    Refolutions ,   which  broke  the 
Meafures  of  thofe  that  were  to  treat  with  them. 
Timcydidesy  Plntareb,  sindPbfyhim^  have  infeve- Thucyd/. 
ral  places  of  their  Works,  deft  Qs  very  lively  L'^  *^^?*' 
Descriptions  of  this  their  Inconftancy.;  but  no  ly^^^'^^ 
body  has  better  Repreiented  it  than  Cicero^  in  P61yb.l,^J 
the  Oration  he  made  .in  Defence  of  Placet^  Hlft. 
hisSoGceffor,  in  the  Pretorlhip  .bf  4?^,  who  J'^*^^«», 
wasaccus'd  of  Cheating  the   State,    ^othof^^^j^l^l 
there imj[)utes  the  many  Kevalutions  in  Greece^  coneUnisi 
and  the  Ruin  of  that  Republick  to  nothing  temmtgu 
but  the  Incanft^cy  of  that  turbulent  and  reB-  ^4«^'w- 
leG  People,^ who  <vouVl  many  rimes  be  rurdgc*pro 
by  nothing  but  their  own  Capricious  Humour  ^  Flac 
all  the  Deliberations  of  .which  were  fo  <tumul* 
tuous  and  confus'd,  that  thpy,  whofe  Revolu*.  m     ,y 
ctQns  were  the  moft  Raih,    were  the  Men  Gri»W 
whofe  Counfels  were  moft  foIlowU     AiTurh  ^^neidh 
of  the  Hand^  or  an  Outcry  rais'd  by  any  Faai-  ^^^^^'^ 
bus  Fellow  in  the  Affemoly,  often  determtu'd  ti^7/J* 
the  Matter, In pifpute,  and  was  the  Common  centum^ 
Signal  of  the  Advice  that  was  to  prevail.^  ^And  ?«!»«« 
this  without  doubt  was-.thc  Realon,  that  ^ri/?o-  i*^^^-    >.,,^ 
tU,  Who  borrows  moft  oif  his  Motions  of  Go-  Bfepkjfmif., 

tfj  pcrpffndi  munu  &  piofundend^  Chmort  muUttuiinis  ecncitatA  Cic 
t)fo  Flac,  i\  tr>f'/,.     ^r 

E  vernmenrf 
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vernment/from  the  Greeks^  made  this  Obfervft* 
tion  in  his  Politicksy  w%^  That  the  pertiictoits 
and  deftru(Sive  fort  of  Tyranny  was  that^ 
which  cook  ics^Rife  from  the  immoderate  Power 
of  the  People^  when  they  had  got  the  Sore- 
raign  Authority  into  their  Hands. 

And  as  we  find  that  thofe  who  are  moft  in* 
folent  when  in  Powe/,  are  always  the  moft 
abjed^   poof^  difpiri^ed  Wretches^    when  in 
Subjftdion  ;    fo   the  Athenians  who  were  fa 
Haughty  and  Impermus  while  their  Govern- 
ment flouriih'd,  and  was  in  its  Profperity^  were 
the  vileft  Slaves  to  the  Siicceflbrs  of  yiiexanJar, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Romans y  when  they  be* 
came  Mafters  of  them.    And  indeed^  never 
did  any  Nation  feern  more  born  for  Servitude 
j)e  Merce-  than  they.    For  fcarce  had  Rime  extended  the 
^  condw  bounds  of  its  Empire  beyond  Italy ,  but  it  began 
ms.  Luc.  ^Q  fwarm  with  Grecians^  which  gave  occafton 
to  Lucian,  who  always  is  full  ot  Raillery^  to 
fay^  That  there  was  no  Bufinefi  or  Employ  for 
*  any  body,  in  Great  Men's  Services  at  R^ne^  hut 
for  the  Athenians. 
Timidi  (^      Tacitus ^  treats  them  after  \  ruder  Manner,' 
imbelies,    for  he  numbers  them  in  the  fame  Rank  with 
^uaies  a-   ^^^  Afiaticks^  who  upon  the  Account  of  the 
^r^  ^de-  Pleafantnefs  and  Beautifulnefs  of  their  Country, 
liciay  Ori'  were  look'd  upon  as  the  greateft  Cowards,  an^ 
tntisedu'  as  the  moft  Effeminate  People  in  the  World. 


<unt» 


All  which  make  it  appear,  that  this  People,  to- 
^^'  *'  gcther  with  their  Refin'd  Wit,  and  that  Incon- 
ftancy  of  Temper,  we  fuft  now  mention'd,  bsA 
ac  the  Bottdm  a  great  deal  of  Bafenefs  and 
Cowardice,  which  put  a  neceffity  upon  their 
Graters  of  condefcending  to  their  Humours, 
and  of  adapting  themfelves^  to^  their  Geniuf, 
when  they  defign  d  to  perfuade  them.  They 
were  foroa,  upon  this  Principle,  to  cajole  and 

terrific^ 
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teiri^^  to  awe  and  flatter  them  in  a  Breath  $ 
ijuid  this  is  what  Dtmcfihinet^  who  well  under- 
ftooii  their  Temper^  managed  with  great  Sao 
4fefi.' 

It  were  neverthelefs  very~  unjuft  to  include 
into  this  Number  all  thofe  of  that  Nation^  that 
have  diftinguiih'^  themielves  from  the  reft^  ei- 
ther by  the  Glory  of  their  AiSions^  or  by  the 
Bxc^lkncy  of  their  Writings.  For  'tis  well 
known  that  from  them  'tis  we  derived  all  pur 
Knowledge  in  the  Polite  Arts/ and  the  firft 
Precepts  of  Honefty^  Civility^  and  of  thef. 
greateft  part  of  MoraUty.  But  thefe  great 
Perfons  had  many  times  lb  little  ihare  in  the 
Publick  Decrees^  that  their  Merits  of  which 
they  have  left  us  i^^  many  Uluftrious  Inftances^ 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  as  the  General  Stan- 
dard of  the  Charader  of  this  People:  This 
fmall  Number  of  worthy  Af  en,  however ,  does 
not  in  the  leaft  hinder,  but  that  we  may  witU 
truth  affirm^  that  no  Orator  ever  had  to  do 
widi  more  untraceable  Spirits  than  Dtmifibeneh; 
or  that  ever  Form'd  his  Stile  upon  Rules  (b  dif- 
advanugeotis^  in  order  to  bring  it  to  any  Per« 
fedion« 


irirt*<hi<tfM^*di*ib 


CHAP.    XII. 

A  CharaBer  of  the  Genius  of  the  Ro» 
mans  in  CiceroV  time. 

CICERO  tound  a  far  more  fpaciouS  Field,  fugjuhtt 
and  indeed  a  more  Beautiful  one  to  eicr-  Kmoioi 
cife  his  Gmim  in.    Rome  Was  quite  different  in  «^^ 
fais  tiatie  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  ^me  of  ovid.' 
B  £  the  ^iSu 
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.  ^lefirft  Confalsii  and  during  the  Authoniy  of 
'  th^.Dmmviiri^  v/hQn  their  rude  an4  lavage 
^[atures  made  aU  the  Virtues^  that  they<  gloried 
in,  to  confift  in  the  Art  of  War.    She  bad  in- 
fenfibly  loft  her  former  Fiercene&  by  entring  in- 
to a  Gommerce  with  other  Nations^  and  by  the 
C^are  o(  Scipio,  and  Lelius,  who  were  the  firft 
that  begun  to  introduce  PoUteheis,  and  uught 
(Hat  People  to  havea  Relifh  of  the  refin'd  Arts 
,  di\d  Sciences.      TerdncCy  by  the  Aififtance  of 
thefe  two;  admirable  Perfons,  reprefented  to 
this  People,  on  the  Stage^  a  Patern  of  Chril  Lite, 
in  which  he  fowell  refind  their  Manners  and 
their.  Wit,  that  Umim  and  faeuvim^   whobi 
they  had  before  fo  admir'd,  began  to  be  very 
diftafteful  to  them  s  fo  that  they  cou'd  by  no 
means  pardon  the  ill  Expreffions  of  Plauptu^ 
whom  they  had  before  with  too  much  Patience 
IietE^rd*    All  thofe  great  Men,  that  from  the 
time  of  Terence^  to  tliat  of  Ciceray    were  the 
^MeaofNote,  contributed  very  moch  toward 
t^e  Refining  and  Poliihing  of  this  Nation, 
though  the  R^man  never  devoted  themfclves  fo 
entirely  to  thefe  Studies,  and  nover  made  fo 
great  a  Progrefs  in  them  as  the  Grecians  did. 
•.     The  Truth  is,    this  refining  of  the  Rowan 
'Witj  ^id  neitherlefien^  their  Flercenefi,    n<5i' 
make  them  lefs  jealous  of  their  Glory  j  but  as 
•.    ^^  this  Fiercenefs  in  the  GVwii  proceeded  from  a 
tiones  {tr-  Principle  of  Pride,  fo  did  it  in  k\\q  Romans  from 
vimem     an  excefs  of  Courage.    And  this  made-Cicer/i* 
fatipoffunty  lay.  That  other  Nations  were  fitly  qualified' for  Sla- 
Rmdni     ^^y^  ^^^  ^^/^  to  undergo  the  Toke  ;  but  that  the 
bertas  eft.  ^^'^^  of  Liberty,  and  that  Greatnefs  of  Soul  which  is 
^  Phil.  '  rejuifite  in  thofe  that  are  to  dowmaMd,  :W0Ktbe  jn^ 
tu  regert  per  CharaBer  of  the  Romans.  .  And  the  Privilege 
Jl^^'^'^.^f- the  Roman  Laws^  allow'd  young  Perfons  of 
^/Encil  leaving  theif  Eft^tcs  by  Will  to  whom  the^^ 
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pl^jLfd  afiter  fourteen  Years  of  Age^. contrary* 
to  phe  Cuftoio  of  other  Nations^  is  a  fnfiicienc 
i^rgument^  that  the  Love  of  Liberty  af^car'd 
very  juft  to  them/  when  they  Authorized  it  in 
their  Youth  by  a  Law.    Pridle  was  fo  odious 
apd  deteftable  to  them,  that  they  cou'd  not 
bear  it  fo  much  as  in  their  Matters;    Sweethefi 
and  Modefty  were  the  fureft  Methods  of  gain- 
ing their  Favour  ;  and  as  they  were  whoHy  sm  ^/w 
given  to  the  Labours  of  the  Fields  and  to  the  ftudhfi 
Fatigues  of  a  Cartip,  fo  they  detefted  alt  thofe  J^«^^'* 
Vices  which  proceed  frphi  Idlenefs^  and  were  Rofc.'^^^ 
never  infected  with  ih^m^  till  their  frequent 
Conv^ation  yrith  the  Gr^eib^  after  the  taking* 
of  Corinth* 

Their  Orators  likewiicfwere  left  confined  in 
the  Difcourfes  they  made  to  thePubUck^  thofe 
ft^vere  Hules  w|iich  were  fo  ftridly  obferv'd  at 
yithen^y  being  not  known  at  AflmeYand  uhlefi 
it  was  the  length  of  their  Orations^  which  was 
ftinted  by  Tomfey  in  his  firft  Confulfhip,  there 
was  no  Reftraint  upon  Eloquence^  which  , 
might  be  any  hindrance  to  it  from  uHng^all  its 
Arts^  and  fettin^  all  thofe  Springs  on.  work^ 
which  might  any  way  affeft  the  Hearers. 

In  fine,  as  there  reign'd  in  the  Roman  Com-  fus  h- 
mon-wtaltby  a  certain  Air  of  Grandeur  and  Majefiy^  ^'^* 
which  had  in  it  fomething  more  Solid  and  Sub^  mnhgibm, 
ftantial  than  T^hat  wa^  to  be  found  at  Atheni^'  as  maiisy 
Lucian  dbferves  in  his  ehara<aers ;  and  as  the  quh^natu; 
Romans  h2LA  Naturally  a  Love  for:  Equity  andnr-  J^^^'^^fv - 
tue^  as  St.  Auft in  toils  u$ ;  fo  were  they  not  in  Dei.  cap. 
the  leaft  addicted  to  that  Levity  and  Inconftan-  12.  lib. ' 
cy  of  the  Athenians,  which  broke  all  the  Mea-  i^- 
fares  of  thofe  that  were  to  tranfad;  with  them. 
And  in  (tus^  Demofihenes  had  as  much  reafoji^  to 
complain  of  his  ill  Fortune ,   as  Cieerp   had 
\6  rejoice  ^c  ki?  Good  one^  Who  had  njet  with  a 

'         '     E  3  'People'    ♦ 
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People  socUn'd  to  a  Paffionate  moving  Elo- 
quence ;  iProqi  which ,  the  Greils  receded 
with  as  great  Abhorrence  as  they  did,  frohi 
any  thing  that  was  exprefly  forbidden  by  their 
Law  i  fo  that  one  might  give  his  Fancy  a  free 
Liberty,  and  indulge  it  in  a  full  Career,  fo  as 
to  Employ  the  whole  Extent  of  his  Art,  in 
perfuading ;  whereas  the  other  being  confined 
within  the  narrow  Limits  prefcrib'd  him  by  the 
Laws,  was  obliged  to.mak^  all  the  Art  of  his 
Eloquence,  confift  in  the  For6e  of  his  Rea(bns^ 
And  therefore,  tho'  this  different  manner  of 
Speaking,  gave  Cicero  ^at  Advantages  over 
Dimefibene/ ;  yet,  we  cannot  from  hence  Ra* 
tionally  infer,  that  he  deferv'd  to  be  Prefer^d 
before  him; .  We  muft  then  proceed  to  exa- 
mine, what  that  manner  of  Speaking  is,  which 
AfiMe  makes  the  third  thing  neceflary  to 
PerTuafion,'^fore  we  can  determine  which 
of  the  two  had  the  moft  Merit. 


CHAP.    xiir. 

Of  the  Tlnrd  thing  necejfary  to  ferfua^ 
Jioriy  which  is  the  Mamer  of  Speaking. 
And  of  the  Art  of  Eloquence  in  genfi'^ 
rah 

THO'5  the  Perfonal  Merit  of  th9  Orator, 
as'Well  asthe  favourable  Difpofition  of 
the  Auditor,  are  very  powerful  Inftruments  to; 
|)repare  the  Mind  for  Perfuafion,  yet  the  man<* 
lier  of  Speaking  has  the  greateft  part  in  making 
(hat  Impreffion,  and  in  r^iflng  that  Conimoti- 
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on  which  Eloquence  produces  in  the  Minds 
of  Men.  There  is  an  Elpquence  in  the  very 
Air  of  the  Perfon^  which  perfuadei  no  leJs 
than  that  which  confifts  in  Words.  Perfuafion 
in  general^  has  that  admirable  Art,  which 
makes  fo  much  noife  in  the  Schools  of  Rheto- 
ricians, and  which  all .  the  Decl^mers  make 
fuch  fair  Promifes  of  Teaching,  tho*  they  tin^ 
derftand  it  not  themfelves.  It  is  that  won- 
derful Secret  of  moving  the  Heart,  which  Rhe- 
torick  has  made  fo  long  and  tedious  a  Search 
after,  without  the  leaft  Succefs,  tho' attended 
with  its  numerous  Train  of  Precepts ;  and  it 
is  indeed  what  we  can  much  eafier  conceive 
than  expreis.  For:  it  is  not  in  a  confus'd  Heap 
of  many  Tropes  and  Figures,  with  which 
Books  are  fo  ftufFed,  nor  in  a  Pompons  Ar- 
raignment, or  in  a  vain,  empty  Splendour  of 
-  many  extraordinary  Thoughts,  which  furprij^e 
and  dazzle  us  with  a  Glaring  Luftre,  that  this 
Art  of  Perfuafion  confifts.  For  gpod  Senfe, 
which  is  always  moft  Perfuafive,  does  hot 
fparkle  fo.  Let  us  then  proceed  to  E^amin^ 
wherein  this  great  Sedret  confifts. 

For  the  better  clearing  of  this  Point,  we  Omnia  fU4 
muft  obferve,  that  the  Spritelinefs  and  Vigour  "f^^  ^^«- 
of  our  Natural  Parts,  is  the  PrincipaMngredi-  S.^'^X 
ent  of  that  Eloquence  we  are  in  Search  after ;  turiducer^ 
fo  that  the  Ground  and  Foundation  of  it,  i^  initium. 
indeed  Natural,  as  it  is  in  all  things  which  Qpintil.  • 
are  capable  of  bejng  Improv'd  by  Art.    And  inteUiger^^ 
therefore,  whoever  intends  to  be  a  Mafter  of  ^j^  ^y*  ^^*- 
Eloquence/  muft  begin  with  the  Study  o^f^^^^^^^^ 
himlelf,  wifli  Examining  into  his  o wn  Abi- j^,^^  y^  ^ 
Hties,    whether    be  have  a  Natural    Genius  qum^ue 
for  that  Noble  Art  ^  and  if  he  can  obferve,  Cic.  la 
that  his  Inclinations  tend  that  way,  he  muft  ^^"5' 
cherifb  and  improve  them,  and  l^t  Nature 
^--  ■^■-    •••      '    :  E  4  guid^ 
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JnjttiPe.S^*^®  Wm  in  tfie  whole  courfe  of  his  Study. 
liberatione  For  Without  this  Precaution,  ill  the'  fteps  we 
y  /iwia  CH'  take  are  ralfe,  by  reafon  of  the  falfe  |i4eafures 
>«/2ae  Na-  ^^  proceed  upon,  and  the  Negled  we  are 
fiUum  m-  Guilty  or,  xn  not  making  pur  Search  after 
:m  eft  rev9'  what  Nature  has  prepared  for  us. 
f Alburn.  The  Rule  that  we  ought  to  follow,  is,  with 
pft.  1 1,  great  Application,  to'Iearn  what  our  Natural 
'-  Inclinations  2tre,  and  then  with  Refolution 

and  Conftancy,  to  perfcvere,  in  cultivating 
^  fhemi  when  yve  Ijaye  difcoyer'd  the  Bent  ind 
Terideiicy'of  them.    We  ought  always  to  foC 
low  what  we  6nd  our  fplves  moft  inclined  to, 
.        efpecially,  jn  the  Cafe  before  us  j  if  our  In- 
kntfua     clinations  are  hot  abfolutely  bad.   '  This  is  the 
fuique  n<m  firft  thing  that  Cicero'^Ayiks  us  to,  in  his  Rule^ 
kjitu^a  fed  about  Decency ;  becafrfe  whatfoever  is  not' 
gf 'I;  ^    ^Jjatural  is  Affeaed.and  all  Affeaation  becomes 
Off.      '  ^  ^^^1  Fault.     This  is  fo  true,  that  we  !ind  the 
Jdmaxi'    Air,  which  is  fo  difagreeable  and  unbecoming 
ine  quern-    in  all  thc^e  that  go,  fpeak,  or  do  any  thing  af- 
|^J^^J^^\  fecS^e^ly,  p^  from  its  being  Unnatural. 

fufyue    '^  Every  one-ought  to   regulate  himfelf  by  this 
fuum  max-  Klaxim,  for  nothing  can  be  becominrg  that  i^ 
««e.Cic.  fbrc'd,  and  what  is  moft  Natural,  is  certainly 
KOff.      fj^g  j^Qj[|  becoming.     So  that  to  fucceed  in 
ipAHfo     ^vsry  fhing  we  do,  and  in  every  manner  of 
lesomSm- 1'^^^  ^9;  ^$^5  Iff^,  ought  hot  to*  admit  of  any 
que  viiam  th'mgj  th^t    i?  *  bv    ah]f  mcans    Strange    ahq 
nulUmdif'  JForeigtj,  or  difproportjonable  to  our  Genius'. 
7Xth^^^^  it  is  hardly  credible,  how  much  we  in- 
^w.  Ibid,  i^^^  ^^r  feWesby  thefe  f^lfe  Methods  j  and 
'  » '      •**  this  is  ope  ot  the  mo{^  g^peral  Caufes  of  the 
-  Scarcity  of  gpod  Orators,  tho'  there  be  Num- 
bers th^t  apply  themfelves  to  thp  Study  of  Elo- 
quence.    The  greatest  part  of  thofe  that  fpea|c 
in  Publick,  difatisfied  ^rith  the  Weakne^  of 
th^ir  own  Parts.,  ftrive  tp  iniitate  thof?  they 
^     •  *  find 
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find  to  have  better  Sjiccef^  than  ^^cnifcl?«Sf^jj^^^^ 
and  this  harries  them  into  j^hat  great  Incon-  i^v^^j^ 
veaienicc^  which  Cicero  (sfys,  attends  thoife  that  nervly  id 
are  fubjeA  to  aq  alteration  and  change  in  their  ^fi^  ^^P^- 
Defigns.    It  is  impopie,  fays  he,  tiat  any  ont"^^^ 
(houU  ever  If  in  a  cdfac^ty  icf  fUafing^  when  be  ^if'^f  j^ 
leaves  the  Aigans  that  Nature  has  given  bim^  and  cerum  cm^ 
iarrtws  frm   otbers,      Cicero's  Way,    without Z'^^'* »« 
doubt,  had  never  took,  had  it  not  been  raised  ^fl^JJT 
upon  Demofibenes  his  Bottom^  and  that  agree-  turmirn^ 
able  Air,    which  was   fo  becoming  in  him,  r«r/f,owrt. 
would  never  have  fuited  with  Demcfibenes  his  J^'*'^** 
Bravery.    Thiy  both  underfiobd  what  fitted  ^'  ^* 
them  beft.    TMs  Genius  is  the  Principal  of 
thofe  Natural  Quatities,  which  are  abfolutely 
Neceitary  in  order  to  the  Attainment  of  Elo- 
quence j^  upon  which  I  have  the  more  enlarg'd^ 
becaiife  it  is  what  is  generally,  either  very  lit- 
tle known,  or  very  much  negleded. 

As  for  the  other  Natural  Qualities,  I  fliall 
not  ftop  long  to  treat  of  t^iem.  Theyconfift  in- 
9  deep  Underftanding,  ia  good  found  Senie 
contraded  and  confifm*d  by  a  long  Exercife 
of  Prudence  arid  Difcretion ,  whereby  is 
form'd  i  gp9d  Judginent ;  the  Solidity  of 
which  will  prove  defc<aive,  unlefs  attended 
with  a  clear,  regular,  and  undilturb'd  Fancy. 
For  let  the  Vnderftanding  be  never  fo  good. 
It  will  mifcarry,  if  the  Imagination  be  not 
rightly  difpos'd  j  for  it  is  that  alone  which  fets 
all  on  Work  ,*  and  i^oh  this  account  it  is,  that 
ft  becomes  of  fo  great  Importance.  The' 
yoice,  and  Air  of  the  Face,  the  Gefture  of 
the  Body,  wiij^  all  the  Movements  of  the  Ex- 
terior Partsr,  are  fo  many  other  Naturat^^iia- 
lities  requifitc  in  an  Orator  ;  the  Perfediop  of 
each  of  which,  con  fills  in  having  fuch  a  be- 
coming Grace,  as  adds  a  Beaut^  co  all;QWotft- 
ward  Adtions.  '  '    Learn-? 
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Learning  and  Arc^  are  ho  leis  necefl^ry  to 
Eloquence  ;  but  theie  are  acquired  Qualities. 
As  for  the  firft^  *tis  moft  certain^  that  no  Bo- 
dy can  have  any  great  fhare  of  Eloquence 
PMvefiri  without  it,  it  will  prove  but  ah  empty  Sound, 
^xiffe  It'    uncapable  of  making*  any  Harmony,  or  of 
€iat,{rmi  producing  any  EfFed  without  a  good  Founda- 
EicfOnti'  ^Jqjj  Qf  Learning.    And  it  is  upon  th?  Acr 
Mii!vett  ^^^^^  of  this  diforder,  that  the  young  Man  in 
'the  Satyrifi,  is  fo  in  a  rage  againft  the  Declai- 
mers  ot  his  time,  whom  he  taxes  with  being 
fbt  firf  Corrupters  of  Eloquence  x  becaufe   they 
^im'd  at  nothing  but  a  vain,  enjpty,  f^purifiiing 
way  of  Speaking  j  a  fpecious,  gaudy,  glaring  ^ 
Eloquence,  that  had  not  the  leaft  of  Subftance 
in  it.    This  was  not  the  way,  lays  he.  Homer,  > 
Tindar,  VlatOy  Thucydldes,  Hjferiaes  and  Demdfi^ 
benes  took,  in  order  to  make  themfelves  entire 
Mafters  of  Eloquence. 

This  young  Mans  Indignation,  (who  was 
indeed  a  Vouch  of  much  good  Senfe,  and  fpoke 
l^efore  thofe  that  had  ^s  little, )  was  upon 
"^  fl^is  Diforder,  much  iqcreas'd,  when  a  certain 
poiJ^or,  a  Perfon  of  great  Experience,  to  ap- 
peafe  him,  told  him,  that  this  Diforder  pro« 
ceeded  from  the  Profeflfors  of  Rhetorick,  who 
to  allure  the  Youth,  amus'd  them  with  the  daz- 
ling  Splendor  of  Words,  which  deceives  them 
With  a  falfe  Light,  and  pleafes  only  the  Igno- 
rant. And  that  it  was  likewife  in  fome  mea- 
\  fure  owing  to  the  Parents,  who  by  ill  Educa- 
tion, and  by  too  early  putting  their  Children 
upon  Study,  render  them  incapable  of  great 
things,  while  they  pretend  to  nfake  them  moft 
accomplifli'd  Qrators,  before  they  have  begun 
to  fpeak  plain.  In  fine,  he  concludes  with 
thefe  Words,  which,  ftiould  I  tranflate,  would 
Ipfe  all  their  Force,  and  be  deprived  of  all  their. 


c    ' 
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Beauty,     ^i  ft  paterenter  labtnrum  gtiUm  fieri,  Semomt: 
m  fiu^uifi  Jtivents  USione  ftvtrA  mitigarentur,  ut  "^/^Ij*" 
fafkntm  fraceftis  animos   comfonerent,  ut   verba  cumulitm 
atroci  fiylo  effoderent,  ut  tfuod  wllent  imitari^   diu  Orat9r:nifi 
audirenty  fibique  nihil  ejfit  magnificum,  quod  fueris  W*  mni- 
pUceretz  iUa  grandirOratio  fubiret  Majefiatis  fua  ^^^^ 

This  fo  Raitional  and  SenfiUe  a  Diicourfej  scUntiam 
docs  in  general  point  out  to  us  the  Paths  we  ctmfemu*. 
miift  tfcacL  in'order  to  arrive  at  that  Supream  ^'^^Orat. 
Degree  of  Eloquence^  which  gains  Admirati- 
on. And  it  is  certain^  that  we  cannot  pre- 
tend to  any  thing  that  is  Great  and  Subltan- 
tial^  uhlefs  we  iirft  ftock  our  Minds  with  no- 
ble Idea  S3  unlefs  we  firft  lay  a  good  Founda- 
tion of  iineConceptiohs^  pi  choice  and  beau- 
tiful Images^^  which  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Sciences  will  fupply  us  with.  This  is  the 
common  and  ordinal^/  Defed  of  thbfe  Superfi- 
cial Ol^cors^  who  think  to  fupport  the  Weak- 
nefe  of  their  Fancy,  by  the  Strength  of  their 
Ekpreffions,  ahd^  who  diftinguifh  themielves 
from  others,  by  clothing  their  poor  thin  Mat- 
-  ter,  their  little  tiffling  Thoughts  in  ftrong 
Lines,  in  great  and  magnificent  Words.  Thi§  ' 
is  in  mort,  what  may  be  faid  of  thofe  Stores  of 
Learning,  which  are  fo  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  thofe  that  would  merit  the  Honour  of  be- 
ing enroird  in  the  Lift  of  Orators. 

It  "^remains,  that  we  fay  fomething  of  Art, 
which  is  indeed  a  Copious  Subjed:  of  Difcourfe; 
but  rfliall  not  engage  far  in  it,  kft  I  fhould 
bring  my  felf  under  an  Obligation  of  Writing 
a  whole  Treatife  upon  Eloquence,  when  I  an^ 
upon  a  Defign  that  requires  no  more,  than 
that  I  ftiould  give  fome  Draughts  that  are  moft 
EfTential  to  a  juft  Comparifon.  We  fhall  find 
it  ^  fatter  of  gre^t  diiRculty,  to  determine 
''    '■  "     '    "      '/''  •    ■     ■  pre- 
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-precifely,  wherein  the  Sovereign  Perfeclion 
of  this  Art  confifts.    Is  it  ip  a  lofty  and  fub- 
lime,  or  in  a  ftrong  and  force^ble  way  of  £x- 
predion  ?  In  a  clofe,  wcll-compa<ft<ed  arid  con- 
cife^  .  or  in  a  pompous  and  extended  Dif-^ 
cburfe?  Is  itafrequenc  uie  of  Figures,  or  a 
plain  Stile^  that  conftitutes  Eloquence  )  Does 
\t;  in  flibrp,  poofift  in  the  Art  of  VrotagoraSy 
and    Jrafjmaem^   who,    in   TlatOj  majje  th^it 
^bafts,  that  they  can  Perfuade  to  what  they 
pleafe,  or  in  the  Natural  Plaineis  -of  Socrates^ 
who  really  does  Perfuade  to  what  he  pleafes^ 
and  that  without  the  leaft  Qftentation  ^ 
J^kmis        The  farther  we  fearch  into  this  Matter^  the 
pa  eUmo-  m^re  difficult  we  ftiall  ftjll  find  it ;  efpecially, 
&tti7   '^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  confifler  that  Piece  of  Cicero^ 
Ij^^^^^'jg  wherein  he  does  fo  amply,  and  fo  admirably 
fufplicio     enlarge  himfelf  upon  the  PuniAiment  of  Par- 
fdffkida-   ficidqs,  \}^hich  haa  fo  wonderful  an  efFed  up- 
^id  u    ^^  ^  ^^  mfnds  of  the  People,  and  which  the 
^j^j^^^*"  Qrator  Himfelf^  when  he  came  to  be  more  ad- 
fumfpiri'  vanc'd  in  Years,  looked  upon  but  as  one  of  his 
ttts  vwisf  jfuveniie  Effays.    The  truth  is,  tberp  is  in  this 
P"^*       Amplification,  fomething  tto  mqch  Studied, 
fomethlng  Forcd  and  far  Fetch'd,  fomething 
that  (hows  too  much  Art ,  and    that  feems  ^ 
too    Elal^orate.      It    was    impoilible  to  go 
through  with  a  particular  Detail,  which  WOuU 
be  infinite,  were  we  to  remark  all  thcrfething^, 
wherein  Eloquence  does  no?  confift,  it  will 
b^e  fufficient  for  our  J^urpofe,  if  we  can  ob- 
ftrve  what  is  moft  Jleal  arid  Effential,  in  Qr- 
der  to  make  a  true  Judgment  of  thefe  two  Ora- 
tors J  for  Ayhich  it  will  ^e  enough  to^  eftaliliih 
Ipme!  gener^r  J^axims,  ypon  which  w^niay. 
^  forni  an  Idea  of  Eloquence,  in  which  al)  the* 

World  agree*    Thefe,  then  are  my  Thoughts 
Hpon  the  Matter,  .    .      * 

t       •     •   -^  ^^  Tho 
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The  tnoft  Eliential  Part  of  all  things,  efpe* 
cially^  of  thofe  that  are  to  Pleafe,  is  a  eertain 
Grace  in  the  doing  of  them ;  which  is  the 
Ground  and  Original  of  the  Agre^ablenefs 
they  entertain  ui  with^  of  the  Pleafure  they  ^^  jffi 
excite  in  us.     This  was  the  Principle  Rofcim  Kojcu]^ 
proceeds  upon,  and  this  the  Rul6  that  that  ^«^'f  ^i^^ 
celebrated  Comedian,  who  was  Cicero  s  Ma-  ^^J^^/^^^ 
fter  for  Pronunciatioin,  tilth  pdt  him  in  mind  y^.   de 
of,  and  which  this  Orator  afterwards  apply'd  Orat.  1. 1. 
to  Eloquence  :  That  tbt  tnofi  EJfential  Part  of^Mdt^ 
this  Art,  cmfifis  in  knaii^ing  what  will  be  woft  be-  ^^^jfj^ 
coming  ;  but  'what  that  is,  fays  he,  c)an  neither  be  ntnipoteft. 
Exfrejsi  not  Taught  •  tho'  he  giVes  us  himfelf  ibid. 
the  Explanation  of  it  in  his  Offices,  when  he  ^^^  i^. 
fays,  that  this  Decency^  tbts  Becomings  is  nothing  f^S/ 
hut  a  Suitableness  and  jufi  Agreement  of  our  Words  temforibtu^ 
and  A&ims  to  theCircumfiances  ofTime^PlacCy  Oc-  atatibiu 
cafions^  and  Perfms.  And  this  is  lo  certainly  true,  OfF.  i 
that  Hortcnfim  his  way  of  fpeaRing  in  Piiblick,  ^^  ^'^^ 
which  took  fo  much,  When  he  was  Young,  ^^e  ^foni 
ceas'd  to  pleafe  wheii  he  grew  Old,  b^caufe  it  dignimefty 
was  no  longer  fuitable  to  thofe  Years.  .  ^.f^^^, 

.   This  is  the  Reafon,  that  Cicero,  in   the  Iden  £JL 
he  gives  us  of  a  true  Orator,  fays,  that  none  Uemnoa 
can  ever  come  up  to  that  Charafter ,,   but  dectbAt  i- 
thofe  that  are  able  to  difcerrf  what  will  moft  ^^'  Cic 
fcjBCome.  them,  and  have  the  Art  to  PraAice  jj  ^„7^ 
it. .  There  is  nothing  that  is  fo  rare  and  un-  loquens^ 
eortimon,  as  this' Arc,  a^  he  himfelf  abknow-  jw  a 
ledges.     Without  it,  it  is  abfolutely  impofTible  ^jt<>^cmue 
lopleafe,  and  with  it,  we  can  never   fail  <5f  ^^^J/^^.'^ . 
pleafing,  fays  ^ifftilia^.     For  this  difpofes  all  con^modare 
things  as  they  ought  to  be,  into  their  proper  Or^tionem. 
Rank  and  Place,  from  whence  arifes  thiat  ad-  Cjc-Orar. 

wiem  prcffem^  probato*  Eunii  qui  fuod  deceat^  vidAit.^    Ibid.   Nihil  tarn,, 
difficile  q^uam  quid  d^ceat  viien.  Ibifl.    Hibii  poteft  placere  i^od    nm 
Met,    Quintil,^  '      '  ,         ' 

.--  '  .  mirabir 
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hiiral;rle  Order  and  Connexioa  of  Words  and 
Thing^^  which  is  always  fo  very  pleafing.,  And 
the  Sovereign  Perfection  of  thi$  Art^  confi(ts 
jAOC  fo  much  in  Adorning  a  Di&ourfe  with 
agreeable  Graces^  as  in  knowing  how  to  place 
and  adjaft  them^  as  that  of  Painting  does  in 
calling  the  Lights  and  in  placing  the  ObjeAs 
in  a  juft  Proportion  with  their  Plan.  This 
was  Antonys  and  C^fars  great  Talent,  as  Cieero 
tells  us  in  his  Orator.  One  of  which  could 
Marihal  the  feveral  parts  of  his  Difcourfe  as 
a  General  does  his  Army^  and  the  other  diif- 
pofe  of  them  as  a  Painter  does  the  Objeifts  of 
his  Picture.  This  Order  thus  obferv'c^  is  a 
great  Advance  towards  Pleafing.  For  nothing 
is  fo  difagreeable^  as  the  Difproportion  be- 
tween the  Parts  of  a  Difcourie^  when  the  Ar* 
rangement  of  the  Words  and  Things  is  ill  con- 
trived, when  both  are  not  plac'd  in  a  good  and  - 
regular  Order. 
^  ^  There  is  likewife,  befides  this  Natural  Ar- 
rangement of  the  Parts,  which  makes  iu>  the 
Diicourfe,  a  certain  Secret  Grace  in  the  {peak- 
ing of  things,  which  is  not  to  be  Exprefs'd,  and 
whibh  is  aftogether  as  neceifary  to  Eloquence^ 
as  the  former  ;  for  we  perfuade,  as  we  pleafe. 
Thb  Gift  proceeds  from  a  Natural  Happinefs, 
which  fome  have  of  giving  a  Turn  to  their 
Thoughts,  which  renders  them  very  agreeable* 
A  Difcourfe  may  have  its  juft  Proportions,  iti 
Ornamenis,  alnd  all  its  Beauties,  and  yet  not 
pleafe,  becaufe  the  fubjed  Matter  is  not  fee 
off  with  that  Air,  which  is  fo  Taking  and  fo 
Charming.  For  there  is  a  great  Difference  be-; 
cween  a  Grace  and  a  Beauty.  But  in  what 
does  this  Turn,  this  Airconfift^  which  recom* 
mends  all  that  the  Orator  fays,  and  conveys  it 
infenfibly,  and  with  an  ^reeablePleafure  into 
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out  Minds^  and  which  produces  fuck  wonder*  Cdf^jt- 
ful  EiFeas  in  Eloquence  ?  Ckerp  would  fain  ^^^^' 
ull  us  what  it  is^  but  cannot ;  fo  that  wemuft 
return  to  the  former  Principle  we  have  efta* 
bltihedy  which  is^  that  to  ot/ervewbat  u  m»p 
Incomings  is  the   great    Effintial  sf  Art.     One 
may  be  taught  to.fpeak  wetl^  but  there  are  no 
Precepts  that  can  be  given  for  the  learning 
this  Becoming  way,  whiQh  gives  fuch  a  Turn  ^^^ 
to  ejrery  thing*  Happy  are  thofe  that  have  itj  tefi,7$^ 
for  in  that  confifts    all  Natural   Eloquence^  ^uitndgth 
which  is  vaftly  different,  from  the  Artificial,      tn  inteiiu 

TJ'he  fecond  Principle  which  conftitutes  this  |(J*  p^' 
Art  of  Speaking  well,  is  Thinking  well  upon  "'* 
the  Subj0d  of  our  Difcoujfe,  and  in  this  always 
to  confult  good  Senfe,  the  lead  grain  of  which 
is  of  more  Value  than  all  the  fuperficial  Luftre, 
the  Ornaments  pf  Rhetorick  can  difplay •  This 
Wifdom  and  Prudence,  whicb  is  the  Source 
and  Original  of  all  true  Eloquence,  as  Cicero 
tells  us,  includes  a  folid  Judgment,  and  a  cleat 
difcern^ing  Faculty,  to  make  us  Invent  well, 
and  Exprefs  things  Well.  There  is  nothing  of 
greater  Importance  to  Eloquence  than  this, 
for  whatever  is  good  Senfe,  is  always  good 
Eloquence,  and  nothing  can  be  truly  Elo- 
quent, be  it  never  fo  Elegant,  that  is  not  tru-^ 
ly  Senfe. 

Befides  this  Genius,  which  has  the  Art  of 
pleafing  from  the  Decencies    obferv'd,  and 
lirom  the  Solidity  of  good  Senfe,  which  is  fo 
neceifary  to  Eloquence,  there  is  alfo  fome 
Condud  to  be  us'd  by  the  Orator ;  and  this  I 
eftablifli  as  the  third  Principle,  which  con^ 
fiftsin  fo  applying  the  whol^  Art  of  Rhetorick,  Fm  Et^ 
as  not  to  feem  to  ufe  the  leaft  Part  of  it.    For  tuemia 
it  is  impoffihle  to  pleafe,  when  we.difcover  f^^/?J^ 
the  Defigh  of  dinng  it,  and  we  can  never  ^scnec. 

Charm  cootrov. 
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Gharm  when  we  are  known  to  make  that  ont 
Ajm.    Demofibenes  himfelf^  as  great  aii,  Orator 
as  he  was^  was  never  lefs  agreeaole^  than  when 
he  ftriv'd  moft  to  pleafe^  as  Lmginm  has  ol>- 
ierved  of  htm.    For  Art  can  never  prove  Suc- 
cefsful^iinlefs  under  a  Difguife^nd  the  more  we 
fliow  oF-  it^  the  lefs  we  ihall  be  thought  to 
.   have.    NcJtbirlgcan  fail  of  Succefs  with  this 
.  Pricaiicion  j  and  ytit  this  is  a  Rule,  which  we 
EZoj«e«rr.  ^^^^  g^j  to  Have  been   obferv'A  but  by  few,' 
tZ^cuti    becaufe  it  is  a  Matter  of  great  difficulty  to 
]unx,  dijfi'  pleafe,  without  febmitig  to  pleafe^  and  to  ap^ 
muUnty     pear  with  a  negtigeift  Air,  when  we  are  moft 
ff^'Vr  concerned.  ,        .     ^ 

aVlT'      The  lift  thing  that  6ught  to  be  obfervd  ii 
Cic.  *      an  etad  Proportion  between  the  Subjed:  and 
the  Difcourfe ;  fo  that  we  neither  fj^ak    of 
things  Great  andSublime,  in  a  low^SciIe,  nor 
cloath  commom^nd  ordinary  Matter  in  filgh  and 
lofty  Expreffions.     There  is  nothing  fo  OfFen- 
five  as  this  Difproportlon,  which  isacemnaarl 
Fault  in  young  WrittHy  who  do  often,  with-; 
out  the  leaft  Confideration3  foar  above  thei# 
Subjeft  when  thdt  is  low,  and  as  often  fall  when 
that  ii  high;     We  ought  carefully  to  obferve 
^antAnd  that  Precept  of  the  Orator^  that  the  Grandeut 
rmy  iantM,  of  the  Difcourfe^  ought  to  be  in  FrofortUm  to  the  Gran" 
adoyatio^  dewroftheSubjea.    This  Rule  ought  likewiii 
tf^i^     to  be  extended  -to  thbfc  Perfons  to  whom  we 
Cic.  drat.  Addrefs  ourfelvcs*    For  'tis,  above  all  things^ 
very  requifite  ta  know  how  to  Proportion  our 
Dilcourfe  to  the  Apprebenfions  of  our  Audito- 
ry, and  to  guide  our  felv6s  by  their  Lights*. 
We  ought  to  fpeak  after  a  different  manner,: 
.  before  Wife  and  Underftanding  Pcrfonrf,  and, 
before  the  Ignorant  and  Unlear/ied.  -This  B 
what    CicetH>  and   Demfibenes  both  PrdAicd;. 
tJpon  thefe  PrihdpleiB,  we  day  ^oceed.  t<|, 
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Examine  tlii  Eloquence  of  thefe  two  greai 
Men  and  Compare  their  Charafters^  that  fp 
li^e  may  Obferte  the  different  X^ethods  they 
toofe^  and  accordingly  4fe*prmihc  ^hich  ^ 
them  is  moft  likely  to  {^erftiade. 


r'     fn u  I  ii 


c  H  A  R   xm 

Jl  cUra^er  of  DemoftHciics  i?t$ 
Eloquencfi 

DEmofibenes  was  df  i  tHqlctldl  Meliil^ 
choly  Temper ;  the  Heavincfe  which 
froceeded  ftoiri  his.  Melancholy,  maJe  hini' 
>bftinat;e  and  Refolute.  in  whatever  ^e  haci 
undertaken  •;andftisCholeMnfpir'd  him  with  .,;. 

Vigour  and  A(5HVicy  t6  fierfbrm  !r.    Tho*  this  ipfi  tri^U 
Temper  madfe  hlrfi  fomewhat  Chagrin|&,.yet?4fir/i- 
^t  the  fathe  fame  time  it  made  hitp  Seriou?^  J^^^^. 
which  contributed  to  his  Reptftatlort :    For  it  c^  je* 
^as  from  his  remfrer,  that.  th8  Severity  Q^Caffio.  L. 
his  Manner^  prdcecded,  .which  gained  hilii^^  P«^^ 
f  he  Opiniori  of  ai  P^erfon  of  great  Inf  egri^  in,  ^^^ 
the  State,  and  infj^ir'd  him  with  Godrige  to 
declare  himfelf  againft  Philip  and  AlexanJgr^ 
the  Conqderours  ot  the  whold  World,    Ana 
tW'  the  Powcf  of;  thefe  two  Princes  had  reh- 
der'd  them  Terrible  all  over  dreepe  /  ^6t  pt-s, 
mfiBenes  treated  them  after  ^uch  a  ftijjtfnerj^^  45 
never  Waii  any  King  ]?y  inf  ^ri^vate  Peribft!^ 
who  had  rio  Authority,  but  that  of  aneftir 
blifli'd  Repidtatiott,  and  nb  Power  bot  that  of  ^ 

'BloquenCe.  .  /  •-;  ^-.  ^.  f  ^-.Z-..  '  ..^  •'';,  /  .,• 
^  He  had  like  wife  J^aturill^  i  great  iii^  riobte^ 
mmm  fw'ajf  thc'Sx:iences/in4  i  Splr^  efi4i 
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e&aUcd  him  to  farmoant  all  the  Difficukses  hft. 
mot  with  in  his  enci<^avours  after  Elpquqice^ 
Aftesr.  he  h^d  well  ruroiili'd  hi«  Mto4  wu^h  all 
r|i9  Kifowledge  that;  was  neceilary  to  his  Pr«^ 
feflion^  he  applied  himfelf  to  %Cfruin  Coin^. 
dian  whom  Pbotim  calls  JNeaptoliffms,  to  team 

1. 1  I.e.  z*  Andrmicmy  and  Tlutarcb  Satyrus ;  which  makes 
it  probable^  th^t  being  fo  pafl|9nately  defirous 
of  fucceedirig  in  that  Art^  he  made  ufe  of  feve- 
ral  Mafters.  Satyrusy  who  wan  a  very  good 
Declaikier,  and  tinderftood  his  Aft  vei^  well^ 
made  him  begin^  as  Plt^arch  tells  us,  with  re- 
peating fome  oiSofhcUs  and  Eurifides  his  Poems 
iao^der  to  Formi  iiis  Voice ;;  wMch  whep^ 
h^d  .done^/his  Mafterreipeat(;d  them  afcpr.him 
with  (o  mach  Lifie  and  Grace,  that  they  fee^  ^ 
quite  another  thing.  Ppoo  this,  remarkaU? 
djltf^r^nce  in  the  very  Pr9nup<;iati(?n^  he  }fQ^fLrt 
^  to  be  f^fibWhow^very  requi^te  a  good  Pror 

nimciation  is  to  an  Orator ;  fince.  die  very  fame 
'':\    thing  differently  PjrpnouncVj,  apppar'd  it  fejf  fo' 
*  ilrangely  differepit  torhin?.     **^ 

\Thiii  by  thehplp  of.thefe  Mafters,  this. young 
;  ,  f  Man^  found  jgrcat  Encouragement  from  his  Ge- 
.  -  jn^s,  and  Natural  IjcicfljnatiQosj^to  detefmine 
i^mWith  R^fpiUi^Oft- towards,  the  njakiag  himr 
f^l^jMiafter  ipf  the.  Art  of  Pronupc^apon,  as  the 
t^ijicipid,  4rt  in  which  his  Eloqu.eiic6.conrift^d. 
An.d  iridieed,  hQt  acided  to.  his  Kacural  Vehe- 
inericy  Tuph  lively  ExteFibr'A<^il>ps,,  th^t  it  was' 
impoflSlbJ^,  tQ  hear  him,  without  fpelin^  at  the 
very  botton;i'  of  ones  .Sciul  tIv^Tenfibie,]|jfe(a.s,  pf 
his. ^pQons.  ^tfto-iV  A^o^mk  tellius, .  ch^c.  he 
had  a  my  qiiick'^pd  brisk  Ey:e, .  the  MojjpijJB 
of  which  he  toblithe  Advantage  6f^  tq  exp^efe 
in  his  very.,Fac?,  whatever  A&Q^i-  was  requi- 
fitt^  t^,Wi  Subje^,\,aflbd;  t^^^ 
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TertibU,  whenever  th?rf,  vw  pccafi^ih; ;  Ite/«#Mrf* 
gafire  hh  Voicp  fuch  an>|iifl$^<>n>  Mid  jfuch  a  ^«  v^toit . 
Tone  tq  1i»  Wprds^  $t^»^(^,m  Air  :to  aH  Aia  ^\t^' 
Adiofifi  tJwt  ,hegdii>'^  thfr'Acinwaik)if  of  allSiJxSl- 
that  haa]>4  ^ti^*  jy.    :     ..    r. ;:;;.;        wr.Fab.; 
So  ihat  AAioa  w^f  ^ttioA:  (he  Sp^reife^gji  i^"-  c.  ^ 
Quality  jn.wfei«h  hfc.Eloq^€»ce  cqefift^dj,  ^od  J^"!^^: 
bebhxifelfwaftw'dtofaJF  that  i(vi!4stto  firfti  mm  Mh 
iecoiid^  ^ad  third  Part  of  if  ;/meailfiig  there-^  J^moftbe- 
hjj  that  the  whole  Art  of  E^loquence.CiO^ifted  »^^Quinf* 
in  Speaking  well,whaipve«  w<Jb«i<iOJay>^d  '^^'  ^'^' 
that  e'uery  tbiftg  fs  to  he  ratftd^  at^M^^t^bttwrnnr, 
nerit  i$^  deliwredm.     Bw  notliing.  cd|i:^t9  us 
a  better  Idea  of  the  great  Advarttagt  D^nfpfi-^ 
hentshsAwcv  all  other  Alen  in  thti  Art:.. of 
Pronunciattoa  ^   ^d  in,  a  graceful ;  A^iofi; 
t,ban  the  Teftiraony  of  hia  great^ft  kiVaU   Foe 
kfcbines  beitigc^ft  in  a  S|iit  he  Wft$  engaged! 
in  againft  Cte^pkan,  whom  J)^pfti)€nes  had  de»  O^nniapsr' 
fended,  for  Sharrie  and  Grief,,  had* rettr'd  .to  *"''''^"^^' 
kboJis^  where  forae  of  bis  Friend«  Importuning  c^c^^%^^\ 
him  rd  repeat  to  then):  the  Of atiQn  .  hej  had  orat.  I.  ^ 
made  againft  Ctefipion^  be  read  it  oviet^  to  them  j  • 
\ipon  which  rhey  requjsfted   likewife.  iof  Wroj^ 
tto  let  them  hear  thif  ^  which  Pcmo^bfitk;  ha4 
made  againft  bim,  whiph  his^  liiiewife  did».  and 
lead  it  to  them  very  diftin^y,  whereiipon    .. 
^ey  all  began  to  admire  it  ;  but  ^hat  ^^oidd  mgisil, 
p$i  bave  dme,  fajrs  he,  baiyoa^  beard  bimfptfikif  tnirmhi^ 
iimfoif,  thereby  intimating  hisexceHetii:  wzyfi^l^^l'- 
of  Pronunciation.       .    *         ^    .       •     .      t'd^fc 
^  To  this  animating  Power  of  A(aion,  he  had 
loin'd  the  equal  X^^rcQ  of  great  and  noble  Ex:- 
preffions,  of  lively   I>efcripnons,,oft  moving; 
PaiTages^vand*  pf  Images  proper  to  afieA,  and 
make  ftrong  ImpreflSons  upon  the  Mind. ;  la 
fine,,  all'  hi^  Diicourfe   was  fiiU  i>(  Expreffivfr 
FiguJes/of  frequent  Apoftroj^hes,  iiid  x^ixc^< 
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ted  Interrogatioos^  which  gave  Life  and  Vigouif 
Long.  to>  and  animated  all  he  laid^  as  Longinm  ob^ 
Seft.  r.  ferves.  So  that  we  may  traly  affirm^  that  ne^ 
ver  any  Orator  ratiB'd  his  Anger,  Hatred^  In- 
dignation^ and  indeed  all  his  Paffions  to  that 
height  as  Dem0eme^  did.  And  this,  doiibtlefs 
was  the  Reafon  that  made  Demetrim  Tbalerim 
lay.  that  he  HatMgktd^  4s  ^be  bad  been  inffird, 
and  Eratpfibenes  in  Fktareb^  that  he  [poke  tike  an 
Entbu/iafi.  For  he  was  as  it  Were  inflkm'd 
when  he  fpoke^  by  the  Heat  of  his  Adibn,  dnd^ 
the  violent  Traniport  of  his  Imagination. 

What  Ihall  I  fay  of  that  fliarp  Style,  where- 
with he  ftir'd'up  the  Minds  of  all  the  CoMmon- 
wealth  againft  PMip,  without  any  regard  to  hii^ 
Quality  j  of  thofe  bitter  Invedives  he  made 
againft  Midias^  in  order  to  render  him  odious 
and  obnoxious  to  Publick  Hatred ;  of  thofe 
vehement  Tranfports  of  Paffion  he  was   in 
againft  Efibines, .  in  his  Orati'on '  for  Ctefifbm  * 
of  all  thofe  frequent  Invocations  of  the  Gods  • 
of  thofe  Apoftrophes  to  the  Siin  and  Stars  f 
of  thofe  Qnths  by  Heaven  andEarth,  by  Foun- 
tains and  Riversr,  according  to  the  Maxims  of  hi^ 
Religion  j  and  of  diofe  ftrange  forc'd  Figures; 
and  of  all  thofe  violent  Paffions,  and  furiousi 
Gommocions,  which  we  meet  with  in  the  feve- 
ral  parts  of  his  Difcourfes?  To  all  which,  he 
adds  a  Tone  more  Thundering  than  that  of 
Terklesy  whom  he  had  Propos  a  for  his  Imita- 
tion.   And  this  Vehemency  of  A^ftion,  join*d 
^rith  that  of  Bxpreffion,  is  what  makes  up  the 
CharaAer  of  that  powerful  Eloquence,  whiclt 
^ut  qui     none  ever  arrived  to  but  Dtmofibenes^  gts  Longi- 
II3#^m     **"  ^^"^^^  ^^y  ^^^  of  which  ^mntilian  has  left 
qui  9ft  fact  At   dfeBiim,    Ttac  eft  ilia  rebus  indignisy  afferis^  inviiiofi^ 
vim    addens   OratiOy  qui  prater   atioi  imluit  flmmm  Dofioftbener. 
'   lib.  €.  cap.  2. 
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,m  ib  &ir  a  Defcription  in  his  Bfiihtfms^  where 
lie  fay$^  that  Demofiiener  made  what  Imfre£ums 
f^  fUaii  ufm  tbofe  that  beard  bim^  by  ni§irii^ 
$htm,  with  his  iwn  Sentimmts  and  Paffimi^  or  ^ 
raijwg  tbafe  they  were  already  foffefs'^d  of;  by  maUtq^ 
them  fenfibU  of  aU  bis  Ardour^  and  byjlirfing  m 
0n  them  Anzer,  Envy,  mr  Indignation  againfi  tbajk 
be  was  bin^e^  againfi  ;  and  that  tips  was  the  Prin'- 
cifal  Art  in  which  bif  EUqifence  eonJifted. 

He  had  alfo  a  particular  Talent  in  reprefent* 
juDg  things  e^ai^W  with  all  their  Circumftanc^ 
which  is  of  no  unall  Moqient  in  ord«  to  gain 
Credit  with  the  People^  to  whom  all  tilings  • 
U^tfi  to  have  a  greater  Degree  of  Probability 
if  chey  z%t  but  well  Circumfiantiated;  And 
he  hadio^xquifite  an  Art  of  Painting  all  things 
according  ^o  l!^ature^  that  the  meereft  Fablers 
as  he  related  thenoj  wou'd  perfuademore^  upo|i 
the  Account  of  that  fitnple  plain  way  he  deli- 
vered them  }n,  than  the  moft  fubftanti^l  Rei^ 
fon;^  than  the  moft  convincing  Truths  alleg'd 
by  others^  And  thefe  kind^^^meprefentatipm 
pf  {things  taken  according  to  Nature^  were 
wh^t  he  had  wonderful  Sacceis  in^ 

We  are  told  by  Dionyfinf  Halicarnajfetss,  that 
Demofihenes  his  Eloquence  \vas  very  Artificial  j 
hecouM  turn  and  wind^iand  tread  the  moft 
unbeaten  Paths^  to  come  ta  his  propos'd  £nd 
with  th9  gceat^r  Security^  And  thus  in  his 
Oratipn  about  the  Fleet  that  was  order'^^  to  b$ 
fitted  out  againft  t;he  King  ofPerfia,  by  Repre- 
fenting  to  them  the  Difficulties  they  wou  4 
meet  with  in  fuch  an  Enterpri^^e^  without  en- 
gaging all  Greece  in  the  Def^n  j;  he  maHe^  the 
whole  Undertaking  fo  difiicult^accOrding  to  his 
Account  of  it^  that^  though  he  (eems  as  to  alt 
appearance  to  perfuade  ^etn  to  it^  yet  he  in 
reality  diljuades  thepi  froin  it>  as  he  at  firft  in- 
*      '  ,  F  }  tended 
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mfopuU  ^efign\(d<(>  Waihe«he  Cowardice  of  the  ^^Ai:: 
S^'  ¥^i*i,.;heili4  u  l^y  Ke^r^feoting  tQ  ,ftem  th? 
Ii»/e  «fi  Virtt)ur  mSi  H<9rpi<A  A^iion?  of  their  Anc'e- 
fnaluit,       llors.'^    ''  *  v        .         '  v    ^ 

QuiQtil.  !  ^  ^^inti%tpy  in  the  fixth  Book  of  hisluftituti- 
it^mlim  "^i  tel^l*!*  this ;  Aniftcial  Turii,  which  thfs 
pohmcs'  OfaTOrma^e'iifo  of  ^JoTaiyri?*  Ks  A^ditbrti 
fejmm     ahd  of  wlwcb  tie  *iad:  h4s  nrft^  I<kis  frorft  "Thtt^ 
iWA^^'  ^y^^*^>  ^  *^  Eiainples  of  'NkiMf  mid  Archie 
^^'        jtmits.     UifUn  <4>ferTe§^  that  th^t  ^rene  but 
ft«^  Exitfrple^  of  thfe  Artifice  amtfngft  the  Ora- 
tors bf  his.  timeV   ''    '  -. 
'^^' And  this  k  was  without  davkt^  which  gave 
[U^rmogtnes  6oii\i(:>tVxo  fay,  in  his  firft  Book  of 
idias^  chat  Demo^enei  was  very  Artful  in  con- 
iceaHng  ^hls  Art,     Vl^an  fays  the  (krrie  in  more 
ejfjj>re&  Words,  in  his  Preface  to  thtOlmthiacks. 
pi&Hyfim^ Baliearnfiff^fK  particularly  commends 
^ebxcclteiw  ordei'ing  <:>f  his  Difoourfe,  whi^l^ 
ti^  niarflials  witli  fo  much  Arc  and  Method^ 
that  he  always  ranks  -  every  thing  in  its  moft 
proper  placel    But  iUhough  he  had  a  moft  ad- 
mirable Talent  at-difplaying4iis  Reafons  to  thi? 
bett  Advantage,  and  of  eftablilbing  his  Argu- 
ments upon  firm  and  lafting  Foundations,  /et 
Was  he  infinitely  more  ^itpbrt  at'  <J:onfuting 
ihdfe  of  liis  Adverfiries  by  the  ftrength  of  hi^ 
Enthymemsy  which  vjfere  fo  celebrated  by  all 
Antiquity.     And  he  never  appeared  mdre  pow- 
erful, than  when  he  was  moft  powerfully  at- 
tacked, as  we  may  obferve  in  his  Oration  for 
Ottfifhffft  ytM^  Suc^ef^pf  which  r?fes,  as  to  its 
V^lue,  in  proportion  to  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
lUerit  of  Efcbhe^,  his  Adverfa^-y.     Never  was 
iny  Affair  erinft<aed  By  two  Orators,  witK 
greater  Heat  and  Fury,  or  with  greater  Appli- 
cation, for  they  were  full  four  Years  iii^pre* 
'     ■  ''^     '.  paring 
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pring  their  Matter.    This  Animofity  which  ^^  fuoJ 
refounded  throughout  all  Greete^  brought  toge-  ?*^«« 
ther  from  a\l  parts  a  mighty  Concourfc  of  Atl-  ^^^^("^ 
ditors  to  affift  at  this  Ddlcifiotl  j  and  to  ,fee  a  itotiora 
Tryal  df  Skill  between- thefe  two  Great -Men,  wi  f^^if/- 
who  Wbre  ft)jdelebraced  fgr  their  EmulaHoin.      ^idmim  ' 
But  >s.  this^  Vehemehce  Was  th'd  Principil  vl^'"^'^  ' 
.Quality  of  ^iiOrkeor,  fo  Hitm  Mirt^  ni,  fZ^ 
?hat  thofef*  Harangues  he  niide  to  tfle  PecJpie,  ortfrornw 
had.  tnoreTorce  and  Energy  in  them  jfhan  ^^^^^M- 
thofi  he  thade.W  the  Seiiaeer -ftr  whatever  is  J^^^J^*^^ 
Great atfd Notte. in J&loquelite;  is. fo td AdVa^  (Minimi- 
tagcy  A^hfetl  deliv^er'd  before  a  Great  AfletdblJ.  €itiis  in- 
It  IS  true  ihdefcii,  that  the  Gredit*hehad  ^^d  ^«^  cm 
in  the  Stitb  b^  the  Integrity  oftis  Intef^trons,  SJ^'^je 
^uthori?^'d  him  tb  fay  any  thing,,  arid  to  fjieak  op.  gen. 
to  this  ^People  with  Indignatiorf  and  iftelent- orat.   ' 
merit,  wh6  were  of  that  Temper,  that  tjiey 
muft  be  prefs'd  to  their  Dtity.    The  Shirpriefs. 
tJii?Prator  us'd,  and  the  frequent  Inftances  he 
gave  them  oT  fiis  being  Angry  arid  Erirag'd^at 
them,  were  not  in  the  leaft  difjplwfingto  them, 
when  they  were  once  fenfibie  that  there  was  a 
.  neceffity  of  waking  them  out  of  tha[t  Lethargy, 
ioitd  which  their  natural  Negiigertcc  At\i^  I^*- 
nefs  had  led  them  ;  .an4  Jien$ofibenes^  that  he 
might  the  mofe  fecurely  riianage  this  fort  of 
People,  who  were  truly  Frond  and  Haughty, 
but  withal  Timorous  and  Cowardly,  made  a 
great  ftiow  of  his  Zeal  for  th?.  Good  .of  the 
State  upon  all  Emergencies,,  They  hid  ac- 
cuftom'd  themfelves  to  bear  his  InveAives  ati4 
Reproaches,  by  Reafbh  of  the  Fruit  they  often 
reap*d  from  his  good  Counfds.  \Neithet  was 
he  himfelf  Ignorant  how  requifite  it  was  fome- 
times  to  appear  Angry  and  Severe,  that  hof 
might  be  Ufeful  to  thofe  thalt  heard  him. ; 

F  4  There. 
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"^here  was  x^veithelei^  in  this  Auftere  kitui 
pf  £loquence^  '4  great  deal  oF  (^lid  Reafon^ 
of  found  Judgmenp,  and  good  Senft,  without. 
^y  falfe  Colours^  wichouj;.  any  thing  that  is 
weak  oi:  fuperfjcial ;  and  hi^  Reproaches  hbw 
.  ievpre  foever,   were  always  taken  in  god4 
part^  bMaufp  he  back'd  them  with  fuch  weigh- 
ty Reaums  s^^^Lvgwcitnu  as  were  iffefiffible. 
His  Language  was  the  common  pi^le<^^  having 
|iothinig  in  it  that  was^far  f^tch'i^^  ox  exquifite- 
ly  Nice,  ind  yet  jt  W4s  very  |?ure,  and  highly 
^reeable  to  the  Delicacy  of  Tafte  tlien  pre-^ 
yalent  at  Atbem.    But  he  had  an  Art  of  giving 
^s  Language^  as  plain  as  it  was  ;'^11  the  Life 
and  Vigour  that  cou'd  be^  fb  t|ia,ttlie:pl<3as'd  by 
^he  Vehemence  of  his  A<5lion.   ,  And  now  that 
we  may  the  bettjpr  malce  our  Juigifient  of  thfe 
Valuq  of  hii  £loque|ice,  we  flialldo  well  t6 
obierve  the  Effe<9:sit  produc'd. 


C  H  A  J?.     XV- 

'■/''■ 

Vye  EffeUs  of.  Dempfthencs  hU  Elo- 
quince,  )indthiConmm^kuonsihe  An-- 
aents  gayeof  it, 

npHoijgh  all  the  l^Ipn  of  Learning  have  had 
i  X . ;  f  TOghty  .Gontendori  ariiongft  them* 
felves, '  yvlio  (hou*d  fpea|c  moft  in  jCommendati^ 
pnot  this  Orator  ;  yet  nothing  that  ariy  of  them 
have  pfbduc'4  i<^  his  I'raife^  Teems  to  me  coni* 
parable  to  vvhat  tucian  fays  of  him  by  the 
Mouth  of  McxanJerfSncccmu  •  Ha4  it  not  h$ih 
fof  Demp(thenes/fays  King  Antifidfi:r^  IbaJtd 
t  :  ^  f  '  '  •  '■  ■■■  \     ,    y    ^-  ke^i 
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ten  Athtns  with  Ufs  difficuby  than  I  did  Thebes  ; 
^ut  be  was  mcr^  where  to  oppofe  mj  Defigns  j  he 
cvud  hy  no  means  hi  fur  friz  d^  hut  was  alone  more 
formidahU  than  whole  Fleets  and  Armies :  What 
won  4  hi  have  done^  bad  he  ISadthe  Command  of  an 
Atmy^  or  the  Adffhii^ratfon  of  the  Tublick  J?i?y^- 
imes,  whep  we  foitti^'it  a  Matter  of  fuch  difficuTtj 
to  defend  our  felves  again  fi  the  very  force  and  fower 
of  bisTf^ords,      '       ;  ' 

King  ?hiT$f  ^eflealng  how  terrible  this  Man 
woud  hav^*- Been,' had  he  h^d  arly  Warlick 
Command,  when  the  Thunder  of  his  Eloquence 
was  fo  dreadful,  (a^s  in  the  fame  PlAce,  Let  no 
0ne  call  the  Athbniabs  my  Emmies^  for  I  know  none 
1  have  but  I^emofthen^s  X  Is  u  be  alon^  that  Wages 
tVar  with  mt^  that oppofes my  Defigns,  andfrufirate'^ 
aU  my  Enterpriz^s.  And  indeed,  'twas  his  Elb- 
quence  that  join'd  all  Greece  in  a  I^eagu^  againft 
the  Macedonians^  that  brought  the  Thebans  into 
ihe  Alliance,  thpugl)  they  were' before  engag'd 
to  Vhilip}  and  this  hotwirhftandfng,  that  Prince 
had  fent  to  ihebVs  two  of  his  grcateft  Minifters 
bf  State,  4^intas  and  Clearchus,  to  fecure  hij 
Intereft,  and  oppofe  the  Defigns  of  Demofthenes^ 
who  wks  thftre  as  Envoy  from  t&e  Athenians. 

1§b  tfeat  this  incomparable  Pferfoh  gave  that    • 
Prince  hibre  trouble,  and  more  confounded  his 
Affairs  by  the  Sole  PoWer  of  his  Office,  than 
^e  Pyreum  with  all  jts  Gallics,  or'  the  united 
Force  of  all  Greece. '  Kay,'  h!s  Fame  was  fo  ^^  eeneur- 
gr?at,  that  as  feon  as  it  was  known  that  he  was  fei  exs»^ 
tofpeakin  Publick,  there  was  a  great  Con- Crr^^^w 
cpurfe  of  People?  from  the  l^eighbouring  parts  •i^^*'"*'^ 
to  hear  him,  ^  Dionyfius  HalicamaJJeus  confeiTes,  fth^s 
that  whenever  he  read  one  of  Demofthenes  his  Ora-  asiurta 
tioTJSy  be  found  himfelf  fo  ftramgely  movd,  that  he  ejfet.    \ 
W4^  not  himfelf,  ibut  was  wholly  poffefsd  with  .tie  ^^  ^^T^*, 
Spitit  oftkftt  Author  i  be  was  fulfy  fenfibUyf,  'aff&  BpTff!  ad' 

■^  ■' "■/    '^^       ■     *'  i    *        •'  \,\       muck  £im.     ''-'■ 
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fffucb  touch' d  with  all  his  VaJJums  if  Hatred^  ^^£^3 
Titjy  Inditnatim  J  and  Hopej  and  all  be  Jaid^ 
made  the  fame  JmfreJJiens  ppon  him,  as  the  Mjffieries 
pfthe  Goddefs  Cybele  did  upon  her  Triefts.  I  attl 
inoc  furpriz^'ci  at  this  Charm^  at  this  Enchant* 
menc,  which  fo  mov'd  and  affected  this  Learn- 
ed Man^  when  he  read  Vcmofibenes^  for  ^s  he 
was  himfelf  of  a  very  penetrating  Judgment, 
fo  he  did  eafily  comprehend  the  Reafons,  en- 
ter into  the  Thoughts^  and  take  all  the  Views 
of  this  Oratory*  and  by  a  kind  of  Sympathy  of 
Souls,  dive  as  far  into  them  as  M  they  had  been 
his  own  Thoughts.  And  there  is  no  one  but 
will  find  the  fame  Effe^  from  reading  the  Ora- 
tions of  Demo^benesy  if  he  read  them  with  the 
fame  Attention  and  Preparation  of  Mind  as 
this  Orator  did.  For  we  cannot  but  be  tdugh'c} 
with  them,  if  we  are  rightly  difpos'd.    . 

Qne  need  only  be  at  the  Trouble  to  read 
flutarcb,  in  the  Life  of  Demofibenes,  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  ftrange  Effe^s  of  his  £!(>- 
quence.    But  when  I  had  read  that,  nothing 
feem'd  to  me  to  terid   more  to  the  Horioiir 
and  Glory  of  this  great  Man,  than  what  ^«/V- 
Ciceronm   tilian  lays   of  him,  ICh^t  it  was  the  Eloqueme  if 
ifUAntus  efi  Demofthenes ,    that    made    Gicero  an  Orator. 
inAgni  «-  j^j^^  f j^jg  jj  ^hat  Cicero  himfelf  acknowtecjgefi, 
rroVc/i!  when  he  fays,  That  be  made  it  bis  Effdeavour  to 
Inftit.       foUow  him y  but  coud  never  attain  to  it ^ 
l^fifihe^   .   1  mention  not  the  Advantage  Dem^benes 
tm  imite-  g^jnM  over  Python  the  Orator,  and  prime  Ml- 
^ifwTJgi'  ^ift^r  of  State  in  Philips  Court,  whom  Djodorus 
mut  f  at   Siculus  fo  much  commends :  Nor  that  Succefs 
nvndffequi-  he  had  againft  Hjperides  and  Pbocum,  fo  admir'd 
mr.hrnu  ^y   Plutarch  ;  but  fliall  pafs  on  to  thofe  Com- 
mendations the  Men  of  Learning  have  given 
this  incomparable  Orator, 
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Eratdjtbenes  in  ^utdreB  fays.  There  ifimetbwg 
D'mlne  ift  Demofihenes  his  Eloquence.    Lecfihena 
in  Luciafi,  zSktesw,  that  Demt^henex  his  DiU 
pourfes  are  the  only  ones  that  to  him  feem  to 
haik  My  Life  and  Vigor  in  tbem^     tbeopbrafius 
being  a$k'd  whathe  thought  of  Dempfibenes  his 
^qj^ocrjoe,  anfwcrM,  that  he  found  it  pmcb  St^ 
feriir  ti  the  Merit  0/  tbe  Athenians.     ToljeuSes 
^hc -greH  Sfe^an  Orator,  who  had  a  Aiare  in 
the  Admintftration  of  the  Publick  Affairs,  and 
Who  lit»*4  itt  Theofbrafim  his  time,  gives  this  as 
his  Opinion,  that  Demofibenes  wms  tbeGreatefi  of 
Oraters.    Arifiatle  prefenting  this  Great  Man  to 
Alexander,  affiires  that  Prince,  that  tbe  Greatnefs  l-"c.  m 
cf  bis  Henius,  mi  tbf  farce  tf  his  Eloquence  bad^"^"^^ 
made  him  adrmre  him  above  all  others.     Alexander 
the  Great,  calW  him  the  mop  Vowerful  of  all  Ora-^ 
tors  in  tbe  Art  of  Perfiiajion,  and  faid,  That  bis 
JElequence  ^as  enchanted,  becaufe  be  ootid  ferfuade 
to  Tvbat  he  fleas' J.     Menejetpns  in  Cicero^  fays  of 
him.  That  be  bad  tbe  Art  rf  moving  the  Pajpons, 
and  raifing  them  as  be  fleas' JL 

Hermogenes  in  his  Ideas,  teftifies  of  him.  That 
the  Charaiier  ef  this  Orator,  was  tbe  mofi  PerfeS  and 
Compkat  of  any.  Dionyfius  Halicarnajfem  fa^s, 
That  he  furfafsd  in  Eloquence  all  his  Predecejforsy 
Succtffors,  and  Contemforaries.  Suidas,  (hat  be  ex*^ 
frefs'd  with  a  wonderful  Force  what  he  had  fremedi'- 
tated.  Cicero  fearching  for  a  perfed:  Orator  in 
the  Idea  he  gives  us  or  one,  declares,  that  there 
it  no  Example  to  be  fotind  of  an  abfoltttely  ferfeS 
Orator  but  in  Demofthencs.  Valerms  Maximm, 
aiTures  us,  that  bis  very  Hame  alone  gives  us  a 
Notion  of  alt  that  is  Great  in  Eloquence.  Longinn^ 
(Viles  bis  Eloquence  naturaUy  Great  and  Sublime  , 
and  of  the  mofi  eonfummate  PerfeHion.  Plutarch 
and  ^intilian  have  faid  more  on  this  Subjeft^ 
than  all  the  reft.     Antonim,  in  his  Epiftles  to 
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J^yfifmaAiif  fay;.  That,  nmer  any  tcnii  ewr  mfhe 
jo  iht  firengthi^  Demofthenes  bis  Rgafamngss 

Thefe  j&logies  may  be  opposed  to  the  |nver" 
dives  of  Juvenal,  and  SiJffnim^  wbp  haire  Re- 
pro^cft'S  Demoftbemes  with  the  Qb^ttrity  of  hjis 
tiirth^  as  if  the  Faculties  of  tbc  ^vH,  ^nA  the 
natural  Abilities  of  every  Map,  4epended  ujpon 
the  Circumftances  of  his.  Nativity.  I  paU  hy 
in  filcnce  the  Coiqmendations  that  havjs  been 
£ras.  in  g^^^^  ^^^  ^Y  ^^  Modern  Writen^  \fut  cannot 
pemoft.  omit  what  one  of  the  moft  confiderajble  hatji 
fatd  of  him^  That  no  one  can  well  m^fiani  the 
whole  Art  tf  his  Entbymemfi  and  Awtmentatums^ 
but  accc^jisu  ^iJ^^otbtyl»«emadel^ 
Leamingy  and  tie  Knowledge  they  have  in  Rhetoric^^ 
t  {houd  nevpr  draw  to  aConclufion^  were  I  to 
take  in  all  that  might  be  produca  upon  this 
$ubje<%;  what  hath  been  already  laid^  may 
iuffice^  CO  give  us  an  Idea  of  thp  extraordinary 
Worth  of  this  Great  Man^  an4  a  juft  Eftimatp 
of  his  Merit, 


CHAP.     XVL 

j4  CharaBer  of  Cicero' J  ^kquence.^ 

NEver  was  ^ny  Perfon  born  in  a  more  baph 
py  time  for  Eloquence^  nor  his  Birtti 
accQmpanjed  with  more  remarkabjle  Circum- 
Aances^  than  was  that  of  Cicero  He  was  de^ 
fcended  of  a  Father,  that  was  a  Perfon  of  very 
good  Quality^  and  came  ^ntp  the  World  at  a 
(ime,  wheq  the  Government  was  in  its  moft 
flouriibing  Condition,  ^t  a  Period,  when  all 
l^nowledgQ  was  coine  to  ^s  Perfediop^  and  i{i 
/ .      ;  ^  :/'■.'.*  ^ '     /  '  '■  ''    '"  ''     '        au 
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an  ilge  the  h^oft  kefin'd  andPolifl^'d  that  ever 
was.    Nature^  which  for  the  moft  part  brings 
forth  her  Produ<9tions  at  all  AdrentureSj  with* 
out  any  choice  of  Materials^  or  other  defign 
than  to  go  on  in  her  old  beaten  Trad^  did  not 
obferve  her  Rules^  did  not  keep  to  her  Princi- 
ples in  what  concerned  him  j  for  flie  never  was 
more  favonraUe  to  any  one  that  was  defign'd 
for  a  perfeA  and  moft  aceomplifli'd  Orator. 
She  began  with  adorning  his  Body  with  all 
thofe  (^aces  that  cou'd  make  him  Idv^ly^  and 
with  furnifhing  his  Mind  with  all  thofe  hatnral 
Qualities  that  were  proper  to  render  hirti  an 
extraordinary  Perfon.  His  Melancholy^  which^ 
according  to  Arijhtle,  is  the  comftaon  Temiper 
of  great  Wits^  had  nothing  in  it  that  was  dull 
6r  heavy ;  and  what  is  very  unufual^  there 
was  never  an^^  one  fingle  Perfon  that  was  Ma- 
fter  of  fo  much  folid  Reafon^  and  had  fo  mndi 
Vigour  and  Vivacity  at  the  fame  time. 

He  had  a  great  Soul,  a  penetrating  Jmlg-  ^ 
itient,  a  neat,  plain,  and  regular,  but  a  rict^ 
and  fruitful  Fancy,  a  tender  Heart,  a  taking 
Air,  a  charming  Delivery,  a  handfome  Face, 
a  good  Voice,  a  pleafmg  Addreis,  a  command:- 
idg  Prefence,  and  a  general  Agreeablene^  in 
all  Refpejds.    P/i»f^rcii  aifures  us,   that  he  wasf 
fo  !aimiable  in  his  tender  Years,  that  the  Fa- 
thers of  thofe  be  ftudied  with,  took  a  dc  i^ht 
in  feeing  him  at  School.     Thofe  vafte  Stores  of 
Knowledge,  and  thofe  immenfe  Treafures  of 
Learning,  with  which  he  had,  with  fo  much 
Care  and  Labour,  repleniih'd  his  Mind,  after 
m^ny  Years  fpent,  and  many  Voyages  under-t 
tsiktn  in  the  purfuit  of  the  Polite  Arts  and  Sct^ 
ences,  added  Weight  and  Authority  to  all  he 
proposed,  and  made  him  fpeak  with  the  great- 
Mi  Solidky  that  cSm  ber  imagin'd.    Andmdeedy 
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without  thif  Foundaiiion  of  l^ffowle^ge^  Blch*. 
i]uence  is  Ihic  a^coafos'd  Heap^  ^  ^^  Ttifle  of 
Tone,  fit  6»ly^  to  pnake  ?  Noife  in  <he  Woridt 
/  Befiiies  this  Solidity ,whtch  includeeh  fo^mudof 
$enie  and  Prodencey  hd  had  a  certain  ^prke^, 
/  iinefs  of  Wis,  a  peculiar  Gra«e^  which  gave 
an  Embelliikment  to  ail  he  fdd  j  fothai  What^ 
ever  was  th^  Produif):,.  of  his  ImiigiAation  and 
l^ancy,  he  ga^e  it  a  fine  turp^.  andniade  it  ap- 
pear in  t^e  moft  agreeable. Colours^  Whate- 
ver he  treated  of,  whether  it  were  th^  moft* 
abftrufe  Queftioos  of  Dhkil,  the  moft  Barreii 
parts  of  Naiwral  Philofoghy,  or  the;  moft;  pw- 
,  plex'd  intricate  Cafes  of  the  Law;  M^hatever 
<:ame  within  the  Compa^  of  lii^  Di&mTfCj, 
though  ne>^r  fo  entangle^^  thoii^  never  fd 
furround^  with  Diificuliies,  did  ftill  fhare  o£ 
that  Gayety  of  Spirit,  of  that  Sprlceluieis  of 
^  Wit,  and  of  thofe  Graces  that  werie  fo  Naturat 
to  him.  For  we  muft  own,  that  never  any 
one  ever  had  the  Talent  of  Writing  ib  JikHci-. 
"  oufly  and  fo  agreeably  at  the  feme  time,,  that 
never  any  one  ever  yet  had  the  Art  of  mixing^ 
fo  much  good  Senfe,  and  fo  much  good  Wit 
together. 

He  has  moft  exadly  drawnJiis  own  Chara-. 

<5ter,  in  that  he  has  given  us  of  Craffiss,  whoni 

he  has  defcrib'd  as  the  moft  accompliih'd  Ofa- 

traffo  ni'  torof  his  time.     He  had,  fays  he,  much  Grax^it// 

hit  ftatuo  ^^  ^i^  Difcourfe,    hut  that  Gravity  was  free:  and 

fieri  poffe  fleafant  •  be  was  Elegant  wlthmt  jiffe&atien^  ha; 

perfeHm.   f^^d  a  pofular  Air,  fujforted  by-  the  Digniiy  and 

']?^,%f'    Grandeur  of  bis  fHanner  of  ExpreJSon.   .'And  in 

fonatnMar-  Truth,  he  can  by  no  means  be  look  d  upon  to. 

ci  Cicero-  have  aded  amifs  in  thus  drawing  hirafelf  in  the 

nisfuliine-  Perfbn  of  him,  whom,  he  prefer  d  to  all  others,, 

Man  in    ^^  whom  be  iook'd  upon  as  the  maft  exaft 

lib.  I.  de  Model  of  Eloqueace*    Alpid  thii  is  Ac.lLef-, 
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{on.  vfby,  in  his  Boqk  dc  Or^are,  he  expreffes  M^tusin 
his  own  Sentitneqts  upon  the  Subjed  of  Elo-  ^i^- 
duenceby  the  Mouth  of  Cr^Jfus,wA  feldom  |]f^^^*' 


runL, 


ipeak$  but  in  his  Perfqn^  to  give  more  weight  cic  _ 
to  What  he  iay$^  and  to  authorize  his  Opinions.  Brur/*" 
A94  as  his  Ivnpwledge  Mias  Univerfal^  fo  did  ]^^l^ 
b^.  write  equally  well  upon  all  Subjeds,  which  J^^^ 
is^  a  certain  f^o  of  the  GreatneG  and  of  theiiVf^z/i^e. 
£)(9ellency  pf  bis  Genius,  which  admitting  oimribus 
90  jbpun4s>  w;a$  pap^l^le  of  fucceeding  in  what^  minmif- 
fosvf  r  he  engaged  in.    And  this  alfo,  is  one  of  •^"^' 
ffiofe  chief  Cc^mmend^tions   Cicero  gives  his  i,,^,  ^^ 
Crajfti/.    These  are  many  other  things  to  be 
(aid  of  hitti^  were  we  to.defcend  to  particulars. 

But  after  all^  the  principal  Perfedion  of  his 
£loquence|y  was  his  admirable  Talent  of  afied- 
i^0;theHeart  upon  Pathetick  Sub jeds^  by  that 
wonderful  Art  of  moving  the  Paffions,    the 
Ground  and  Foundation,  of  which  he  had  from 
Nature^and  which  he  fo  well  improved  by  a  con-  fj^  ^4 
^^t.  Stady  of  ^ri/?i}//6*s  Rhetorick.  For  in  that  ^uUdmi- 
alor^e  is  the  whole  Artifice  of  Eloquence  pre-  ?^^?';.'* 
dominant,  in  that  alone  it  diiplays  it  felf  in  its  {^^^£/^ 
fjill  tyftre  anf}  with  all  its  Force,  by  the  great  ^^tentiam 
Motions  and  violent  imprefCons  it  makes  in  regum. 
ifhe  He^rt  in  ftirring  up  the  Paffions.     Cicero  Q}^^^^-  . 
^^s  Matter  of  this  fort  of  Eloouence  in  fo  '•^'  ^'  * 
eminent;  a  Degree,  that  in  Cafes  of  nigh  Impor- 
tance, when  fever^  Orators  were  to  Plead,  he 
l^ad  always  thofe  Parts  ailign  d  him,  in  which 
he  might  be  moft  Pathecical,  becaufe  he  had 
gi:pater  Succeis  jiq  that,  than  all  others  of  hif 
Profeffion.     Brufks  himfelf  faid.  That  thpugh 
&>r;^w/^4  wa$  fo  well  qualified  for  Eloquence, 
as  to  vie  with  Cicero,  or  at  lea{l  to  opppfe  him 
in  ^ny  Caufe,  iii4  uponvany. Affair,  were  it  pf 
the  greateft  Mo^aent^  and  of  the  higheft  Im- 
^6r,Cf nee  f\  yei  h?,  withput  the  leaft  Contemij- 
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Ut  fUitg(h  6n,  rrioft  freely  yielded  to  him  in  the  Art  oT 
h  p"  h'    Peroration,  becattfe  it  was  Ckerb's  Sovereign 
7Z^IZ^  Perfecaion  to  be  moving,  and  to  make  Impref- 
tlthmnu    Hons  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Judges  by  the 
Orat.       Turns  of  bis  EloqU^nde'    And  In  this  he  had^ 
fuch  wonderful  ^Succefs,    that  fometimes  he 
wou  d  force  Sighs  and  Tears  from  ^11  that  flood 
round  the  Bar.    Thele  rf radge  EfFe^Sfe  ^roceed^ 
ed  from  a  (fngdar  kit  he  had  of  working  and 
inflnuat!ng  hfmfeif  irito  the  Heart  through  the 
Mind  ,•  where  by  the  force  of  his  Reafonings^ 
^e  was  able  to  Sow  thofe  Seeds  from  whence 
thofe  ardent  Motions  fprang,  which  he  made 
ufe  of  to  fliake  the  Refolution^  df  ^1  that 
heard  him. 
^      That  he  arrir d  to  this  height  of  Perfedlonj^ 
Is  principally  ov^ing  to  tlie  Qualities  of  his  Na- 
tural Temper  and  l!)ifpo(ition  :  For  he  had  i 
vcrf  tender  Soiil,   and  a  foft  paffionate  Airi 
In  the  fecond  Place,  the  Graces  of  his  DeUvery 
and  Pronunciation,  gave  him  a  very  eifie  ad^ 
mittance  into  the  Meartsof  his  Atidtence,  whcf 
finding  themfelves  furpri^i^d  by  ro  m'anyCharms, 
had   not  the  Power  to  mate  any  Refiftance^, 
But  to  all  tl^efe  Natural  Beauties,  he  likewifd 
added  an  infinite^  number  of  iirtificial  ones^' 
which  he  difplay'd  throughout  his  whole  DiA 
courfe,  by  an  Eloquence  embelUfli'd  with  all 
the  Figures  and  Orniments  of  Speech  ;  an4 
this  is,i  v^hrfc  is  one  of  the  Brighteft  and  mbft 
Refplendent  parrs  of  his  Chara^crt  For  never 
had  any  one  Perfon  in  any  Language  fo  flaent 
d  Tongue,  or  fuch  a  command  of  Words. 

Plainnefs  maintaind  by  a  great  deat  of  goodt 
Senfe,  and  fupported  by  an  Air  of  N^ajefly, 
fs,  in  my  Opinion. ^theSovircign  Perfection  of 
Difciourfe.  I  find  In  the  Exprefflons  of  th(J 
Ancient?,  who  arreour  tru^ft  M*(fcls,  threi 
^   '  different 
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different  Charaders  ofPlaincfs,  In  Cafar  9 
naked  Plainefe,  a  pure  Simplicky  j  in  Pepronim 
an  affected  one;  and  the  third  in  fic^rc,  who 
knew  how  to  choofe  a  i^ift  Temperament  be- 
•  tween  thefe  two  Extrwms,  in  order  to  com? 
pleat  the  Chara&er  of  Expreffion  he  had 
Form'd,  wfeich,  in  piy  Opinion^  .is  the  moft 
perfe<a  of  all.  Cafar  is  too  plain,  Petronius  npc 
plain  enough,  and  Cicero  as  he  ought  to  be. 
For  in  avoiding  the  Barrennels  of  Cafar,  .and. 
the  Affedation  of  Petronius,  he  knew  hqw  td 
interweave  bis  Ornaments,  how  tp  mix  them 
with  fuch*  things  as  Were  capable  of  receiving 
therti,  and  how  to  cut  them  off  from  fuch  as, 
deferv'd  them  not,  without  foarlng  above  his 
Subjed  i  as  Men  of  little  Spirits,  of  mean  and 
harrow  Capacities,  and  as  thofe  that  come  un- 
der the  Charader  and  Denomination  of  Jiive-. 
nile  Writers,  are  us*d  to  do  /  fo  that  the  PUi- 
ncfs  of  Cwro's  Difxjourfe,,  is  more  or  lefs,  ac- 
cording as  the  Subjed  requires. 
,  His  Metaphors  are.heither  too  dazling,  nor 
too  hard  |  his  Difcoprfes  fua  eafie  and* natural  j' 
his  Connexions  nieither  forc'd  nor  far  fetched  | 
all  his  Figures  and  drnaments  rang'd  in  their 
proper  Places ;  His  Thoughts  are  great,  and 
it  is  hard  to  determine  whether  he  wag  moice 
happy  in  choofing;  or  in  expreffing  them*  ,  In 
fine^^  he  nevjer  wanted  in  his  Expreflion  sany  of 
ihpfe  Qualities  that  are  requifite  in  order  to 
pleafe  or  affed  his  Audiehce.    , 

In  fliort,  he  had  a  greater  Soul,,  more  Wit 
and  Farfcy,  and  ^  larger  Extent  of  Kno wledgo 
than  iSemofihenes,  and  fucceeded  better  in  all  ;  '        ' 
the.  kinds  .of  Writing.     And  St.  At^gufiin^  as  n/^/^  w/-. 
as  Learned  as  he  was,  never  fpeaks,^  but  with  ^l^^l^ll^ 

fpfs,  ^immorMment  fapifntia  couufifcebam  aftuincredibili.   ConfeS, 
iib.  3.  cap.  40.  ..  -     ,  v^ 
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the  greateft  Admiration,  of  a  Book  which  Cl- 
cer^  writ,  upon  the  Love  ofWifdom,  which 
bears  the  Title  o(  Hortenjius ;  with  which  that 
great  Father  was  fo  affeiaed,  that  every  thing 
elfe  appeared  mean  and  defpicable  to  him,  ha- 
ving conceiv  d  a  moft  incredible  Ardor,  a  moft 
infatiable  Eagernefs  for  the  Love  of  this  Wif- 
dom. 


CHAP.    XVII. 

Tlje  EjfeSls  of  CiceroV  Eloquence,  and 
the  Commendations  that  have  been^iyen 
of  it. 


W 


'  E  need  not  wonder  then,  that  the  Ef- 
fedls  of  fo  Accomplifli'd  an  Eloquence  . 
were  fo  wonderful  ,•   for  it  was  that  alone, 
which  without  any  other  help,  but  the  Virtue 
of  the  Orator,  rais'd  him  from  a  Man  of  no 
Note,  and  whofe  Anceftors  had  bpre  no  Givil 
Offices,  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  Grandeur,  and 
Omnia  in-  made  him  Mailer  of  the  Common- wealth*     It 
€rementa    was  that,  by  which  he  deferv'd  the  moft  glori- 
fbi  Jebuh  ous.  Title,  that  ever  any  private  Perfon  coud 
ris7Siii  hope  to  be  honoured  with,  and  which  all  the 
pma.  Vel  Conquerors  that  went  before  him  coud' never 
Pater.       attain  too  i  For  he  was  ciall'd,  the  Father  of 
Primus     j^jg  Country  i  which  is  the  moft  proper  Title, 
^flnnTfA'  ^^  fdtisfie  the  Ambition  of  a  Sovereign,  who 
iri^  appel'  has  a  Soul  great  enougl^to  give  him  ajuft  pre- 
latus,       tence  to  an  entire  Maftery  over  the  Spirits  of 
Plin  Hift.  ^g^^  j^y  eftablifliing  his  Dominion  in  their 
7'  ^-30.  Hearts.     It  was  in  fine  this  Eloquence,  which 
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criamp^d  orcr  Cutfar,  even  then,  when  he  re- 
turn'd  from  Conqucrfng  Pffmpey ;  even  thcnj 
when  he  begati  to  afccnd  the. Throne,  and  be- 
come M^ftftr  of  the  greateft  Empire  in  the 
World. 

For  Ciciro^  being  now  cpme  over  to  Gafar^ 
Party,  undertook  the  d.efence  of  his  Friend 
Ligariusj  who  was  accns*d  of  having  born  Arms 
againft  defat^  notwithftandihg  the  great  Ob- 
ligations he  had  to  the  contrary.  C^/w^who  had 
already  condemn'd  him  in  his  Heart,  had  yet 
a  great  Cttriofity  to  hear  what  Ckkro  cou'd  fay 
in  his  defence,  whom  he  had  not  had  the  op- 
portunity of  Hearing  for  a  long  time,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  Abfence  and  Bufinefs  in  the  War^ 
which  was  then  juft  ended ;  and  therefore^ 
when  fome  of  his  Friends  wou  d  have  diffua- 
ded  him  from  it,  Viis  Anfwer  was.  What  matter  plutarth; 
U  it  ?  Let  us  hear  hlm^  for  I  ha^e  already  enter  d  in  tic. 
upon  a  Aefohtion  that  is  not  to  be  (haken.  But  this 
Orator  fpoke  fo  brively  in  the  defence  of  his 
Friend,  that  he  mdv'd  the  Heart  of  Cafar, 
notwithftanding  all  the  Refiftance  he  cou  d 
make-  And  Cicero,  having  mentioned  fome* 
thing  to  Cafars  Praifej,  that  happened  in  the 
Battel  ojF  Pharfalia ;  that  Prince  found  a  fud-^ 
dain  and  ftrange  Commotion  all  over  him,  fo 
that,  as  if  he  had  been  Enchanted^  he  let  fome 
Papers  drop  which  he  had  in  his  Hands.  In  kihiifoUi 
fine,  he  cou'dnot  refill  fuch-powerful  Charms,  9hii'vil<:i 
'nor  that  fubtle  Artifice,  that  fine  and  delicate  ^f '"^"J* 
Manner,  which  the  Orator  made  ufe  of  to  L^g,, 
commend  him;  and  though  he  had  taken  a 
firm  Refolution  before-hand,  of  not  being  over- 
come by  the  Eloquence  of  this  powerful  Ora- 
tor, yet  was  he  at  laft  fprc'd  by  his  Rhetoricfe 
to  pardon  Ligarius. 
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I  mention  not  a  Favour  like  this^  which  CA- 
cero  obcain'd  for  King  Deiotarus,  and  for  his 
Friend  Mdrcellus  of  the  fame  Emperor,  who 
was  fo  entire  a  Mafter  of  his  own  Refolut^ 
ons,  and  to  difficult  to  be  perfuaded  to  any 
thing.  We  need  only  look  into  the  Comments 
Freigius  has  teade,  and  that  with  wonderful 
Method,  upon  the  Orations  of  Cicero^  in  order 
to  give  an  Account  of  the  particular  Succefs  of  x 
every  one  of  them^  to  learn  the  Power  of  his 
Eloquence.  But  I  pafs  by  all  the  many  Inftan- 
ces  that  may  be  given,  to  hafte  on  to  that  Re- 
markable one  of  Catiliness  Gonfpiracy,  by 
which  he  acquir'd  fo  ihuch  Glory. 

Lucius  Sergius  Catiline^  was  a  Rowan  of  great 
Quality,  but  of  a  very  dangerous  Spirit,  by 
reafon  of  an  intimate  Union  of  the  greateft 
Virtues,  with  the  greateft  *  Vices.  He  had 
great  Thoughts,  and  vaft  Defigns,  a  hardned 
and  obdurate  Heart,  a  Soul  confirmed  in  Impie- 
ty, a  ftrong  and  vigorous  Conftitution  :  He 
was  temperate,  very  watchful,  and  always  up- 
on Adion  ;  never  caft  down  by  adverfe  For- 
tune, clof(f  and  dilTembling,  by  an  AfFeAati- 
on  of  Franknefs  and  Candor,  fubtle  without 
the  leaft  appearance  of  Cunning,  and  never 
doing  any  thing  without  Defign.  He  was  Li- 
beral of  whatever  he  had  even  to  Prodigality,' 
and  infatiably  Covetous  of  what  he  had  not. 
He  had  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  a  fort  of  Elo- 
quence, proper  to  harangue  Malecontents 
with,  and  to  colour  over  and  maintain  the 
moft  wJcKed  PracSices.  He  had  an  Art  of 
promoting  his  Enterprizes,  by  engaging  ,his 
Perfon  for  the  confequcnce  of  any  Underta- 
king ^  and  there  was  nothing  that  he  engag'd' 
in,  but  he  might  have  purfued  more  home, 
iiad  hehad  but  Condud  and  Refohition  enough' 
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to  weary  out  the  Obftinacy  of  his  ill  Fortune. 
For  never  was  any  Perfon  more'  brave  and  da- 
rings and  ac  the  fame  time  more  unfortunate 
ihan  Catiline. 

An  Enemy  of  this  Importance^  who  had  en- 
gaged all  the  moft  confiderable,  and  indeed 
the  moft  extravagant  part  of  the  Youth  ofRm^ 
on  his  fide^  ftarted  up  againft  Cicero,  at  a  time 
when  Pompey  was  engaged  in  a  long  and  trou- 
blefome  War^  againft  the  Kings  of  P^ntus  and 
jirmnia.  So  that  Rom€  was  then  unprovided 
of  Forces,  and  exhaufted  of  all  her  Wealth  by 
the  Luxury  of  the  Times  j  and  moft  People:? 
Minds  and  AfFeftions,  whom  SyBah  Didator- 
ftip  had  lately  ihaken  and  diftprb'd,  were  ftill 
Unfettled  and  Fluftuating. 

In  fo  crofs  a  Conjuncture  of  Aftairs  as  this^ 
did  this  Turbulent  Seditious  Tellow,  having 
found  all  Tufiany  and  grieat  part  of  Lombardy 
incljneable  to  a  Revolt,  appear  a  Candidate 
for  the  Confulfhip,  which  he  put  up  for,  in 
the  Name  and  upon  t;h^  Credit  ofCafar,  whq 
had  engag'd  himfelf  ih  this  Defign,  the  more 
to  Countenance  and  Authorize  him.  Thefq? 
his  Pretentions  were  likewife  fupported  by  fe- 
veral  Perfons  of  (Quality,  who  declared  them- 
felves  more  openly  than  Cafar;  for  that  Prince 
underftpod  fo  well,  how  to  behive  himfelf  in  - 
Affairs  of  this  Nature,  which  were  generally 
very  hazardous,  that  he  never  engag'd,  bu^ 
when  he  had  Numbers  to  engage  him,-  but 
when  he  faw  fo  many  already  declard,  as  took 
away  all  poffibility  of  Danger  to  himfelf,  what-* 
ever  happen  d  ,•  ftTthat,  tho'  he  had  a  fhare  in 
moft  of  the  ill  Praiftices  that  were  put  in  Exe^' 
cution  againft  the  State  in  his  Tirne,  yefc  he 
chofe  his  fide  with  fo  much  Caution  and  Pru- 
dence, that  he  never  was  furpxizU  in  anyone 
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of  the  ConfpiracUs  ;  and  this  made  Cato  (ay  of 
finum  CK'  him,  That  of  all  thofe  that  had  contrivJ  anjTlot 
TaUrmad  ^i^^^P  '^*  ^^^^^^  Caefar  ii^as  the  only  One  that  can^ 
everten-  fol^^tfj  to  dejlroy  the  Commonwealth,  the  only  One 
dim  fim-  that  endeavour  d  its  overthrow  with  Moderation  and 
publicam     QonduS. 

flim         ^^^^'  ^^  nothing  to  Oppofe  to  this  horrid 
^eut  m     Confpiracy,  but  the  Power  of  his  Eloquence, 
J^l.C^far  which  alone  brought  it  to  nought^  without  a- 
ny  other  Succours  but  what  were  fupply*d  him 
from  a  firm  undaunted  Refolution.    For  ha* 
ying  made  Lent^lns  and  Cethegus  the  two  chief 
of  the  CoufpiratorSj  that  were  then  to  be  found 
in  Rome^  his  Prifoners,  he  gave  Orders  to  have 
chem  Beheaded  before  him.  The  People  were  (b 
furpriz'd  at  this  bold  A<%ion,that  by  theAclvice 
ofCatnluSy  who  was  then  Prefident  of  the  Se- 
nate, together  with  that  ofCato^  they  decreed 
£uch  publick  Honours  to   their  Deliverer,  as 
were  beyond  all  Example.    And  it  was  upon 
this  Account  J  that  Cicero,  by  his  unfeigned  Zeal 
and  unfliaken  Courage,  merited  that  Glorious 
Name,  of  the  Father  of  his  Country  ;  which  ha§ 
fince  been  the  Proudeft  Title,  with  which  the 
Vanity  of  Emperours  has  been  much  tranfpor* 
ted,  and  with  which  their  Creatures  have  al- 
ways   flatter'd    and  cajol'd  them.     After    fo 
trave  an  Action,  upheld  and  maintained  by  the 
whole  Force  of  his  Eloquenpe,  all  the  Party 
was  fo  difpirited,  that  Cjr/7/»f  was  fain  to  quit 
Rome^  the  People  beginning  to  be  inflamed  with 
Indignation  againft  him. 
fmMem      ^^^  "P^"  ^^^  account  of  thss-glorious  A<ai- 
fecit  PkO'    ^^3  ^^^^  w^s  more  beholdjng  to  her  Conful, 
muiuA,       as  her  Deliverer,  than  tQ  Romulus  as  her  Buii- 
quxnum     der  I  feeing    her  Being  firft  Founded,  was  a 
VavUi'it  ^^^"8  of  rrjeer  Chance,  but  her  Prefervation,  at 
Liv.  in      f^ch  a  critical  junAure,  was  the  cfFeA  of  the 
Ssn.  DecL  i  moft 
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nn^ft  Prndent  and  Generous  Coodud  that  was 
cirgr  known.  The  War  which  the  Common- 
ifKreaUh  engag'd  in  againfi  Anfony^  who  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  Confalibip,  had  grafp'd  the  whole 
Goyernment  into  his  Hands^  and  the  Raifing 
of  young  XMf^viiKf,  were  as  wonderful  'jEfFeAs  of 
Cicens  Eloquence^  as  the  Preieryation  of  the 
State^  from  the  Ruine  it  was  threatned  with 
by  CataUnesCotii^itSiCy^ 
-  And  indeed^  in  this  particular^  this,  Oratoi^ 
did  more  than  he  himfelf  intended  :  For  he 
defign'd  nothing  in  raifing  Oifavim^  but  the 
Deftrudion  of  ^ot^v^  j  but  the  great  things  he 
iaid  in  Commendation  of  the  Virtues  of  that 
youn?  Man,  plac  d  him  fo  high  in  the  Efteem 
and  Value  of  the  People,  that  it  immediately 
rais'd  him  to  greater  degrees  of  Honour,  than 
fsver  Antcny  enjoy'd  ;  and  that  Advantage  over 
Tofftpejfy  which  coft  Cafar  fo  much  Blood  in  the 
Plains  of  Pbarfaliaj  was  not  fo  great  as  that 
which  CiV^0S  Eloquence  alone  gsLve  OSfawm 
over  Antony.  For  this  young  Man  had  fo  much 
Diicretion,  as  to  make  ufe  of  Cicero  s  Nomina- 
tion of  him.  for  Conful,  and  of  jhe  Publick 
Employments  he  put  him  upon,  as  fo  many 
Steps  and  Advances  to  the  Empire  j  a  Defjgn 
which  Cafar  compais'd  with  fo  much  Di^cul- 
ty,  tho'  he  had  the  moft  Experienc'd  of  the 
fiomam  Legions  to  ailift  him,  and  had  the 
Command  of  the  Forces  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  World,  who^  Infpir'd  by  hfs  Valour,  migh^ 
have  been  put  upon  any  Attempt,  in  Favour 
of  their  Prince. 

The  Reputation  of  Cicero^  Eloquence  was 
{o  gxc2Lty  whQti  Beftia  and  Aktellt»  were  Tri- 
bunes, that  both  of  them  us'd  their  utmoft  In- 
€ereft  to  hinder  him  from  ever  Speaking  in 
Publick,  becaufq  of  the  too  great  Power  he  had 
in  Perfuading.  G  4  I  fhall       ^ 
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I  ftall  not  here  ftay,  to  trahfcribe  at  length 

the  Opinion  of  all  the  Men  of  Learning^  upbh 

the  Eloquence  of  thi^  admirable  Orator3  which 

would  be  very  tedious,  when  there  are  nonie 

but  have  emin^nly  fignaliz  d  themfelves  by  the 

very  Praifes  they  have  given  of  thii  great  Man. 

But  I  cannot  omit  the  Tefiimony  of  the  twb 

firft  Cafarsy  and  of  fome  others  Which  are  too 

confiderable  to  be  pafs'd  by.    JuUm  Cafar,  as 

'^intilian  reports^  fays,  that  Cicero  Triumfhd, 

iftner;  by  Virtaecfhts  Etotfutnce^  than  all  the  tefi 

if  the  Romans  by  their  Arms.     Augufifts  in  Tli$^ 

tarch,  lays,  that  he  was  a  'Wry  great  Orator.    Hor^ 

tenfi^  affures  us,thatC/Vfr(i's  chief  Talent  lay  in  ^ 

moving  the  Hearts  of  his  Audience,  which  is 

the  greateff  Commendation  that  can  be  given 

yif  nutus   an  Orator.    Aufidius'  Bajfus  fay,  that  his  Elo- 

Ai  Refpttb'  quence  was  fo  extaordinary,  that  He  feem^A 

Uca  6'4/«-  jg^^  yj,^   fi^g  Safety  and  Prefervation  of  the  Com- 

PeleSari    monwealtb.     Titus  'Livius^  in  a  Fragment  of  his 

anteEum   which  we  find  in  Seneca's  Declamations,   fay^, 

fAuciffimis^  fl^^l  never  any  Perfon  had  gain  dfo  much  Admrati^ 

pitrarine-   ^  y    ^^-^  Elocfuence  as  Cicero  :  that  he  was  hapiy 

TO  pcjfis^     ^^  *'•'  Works y  and  m  the  Recompence  and  Reward 

nifiaut  ab  of  them.     Paterculus,.  that  no  one  could  be  a  Ma* 

lUo  vifum/fier  of  Eloqutnce  to  PerjfeSlion,  but  he  that  had  been 

ff/2«^    Converfant  with  Cicero.     Pliny,  the  HiftorianJ 

ilium  VI'      r  n    1     '        1  '7   ^    /•  /«••;• 

derit.  Hift.  ^*^^  ^^  ^^r^  ^  ^^  *^  compdr  d  to  mm,  ^tntman, 
hi.  amongft  many  other  Commendations  of  hini, 
kxtra  om-  with  which  his  Books  are  full,  declares,  that 
f^jlf'^'^tbu  great  Man  was  a  Gift  fent  from  Heaven^  ih 
fm.  Hift' ^^^^'^?^^*'^^  ^''^^  adel^bf  to  difplay  all  it^ 
^^t  Prpf!  Power  J  and  to  unfold^  aU  its  Riches  y  and  that  it  was  n 
i  ^fliame  not  toyeiU,  when  heVerfuaded, 

t    J  mention  not  that  Famous  Epigram, .  which 

QattiBus  made  in  praife  of  Cicero  s  Eloquence, 

nor  what' y*w»4/  fays,  in  Commendation  of 

^  him  in  his  Eighth  Satyr  ,•  Martial  in  the  rhird 
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and  fifth  Books  of  his  Epigrams ;  CorneUm  Se^ 
.  'verus,  in  his  Poem,  Tlinf  the  younger  in  his 
Epiftles^  arid  St.  Jerme  in  his  Epiftles  to  JNi- 
fctim,  and  in  many  other  places  of  his  Works. 
I  fhall  pais  over  in  (ilence,  the  Elogies  of  Ju^ 
relittsVi&oTy  C^T^i^riKr^  dnd  of  aH  infinite  Num-   ^ 
ber  of  oth^rs^  who  have  done  themfekes  Im- 
mortal Hfiriour,  by  the  Praifes  they  have  given 
of  this  great  M^n;    This  is  what  I  had  to  fay  ^  . 
in  particular,  whas  I  had  to  remark  more  df-  ' 
fiindly,  of  the  different  Charaders  of  the  Elo- 
quence o(Demophen€s  and  Cicero.    I  come  now 
to  draw  the  Comparifon  between  thefe  two 
Charadlers,  which  is  the  Principal  Defign  of* 
the  whole  Difoourfe* 


CHAP,   xvni 

4  Com^artfon   of  the  CharaEiers  of  thi^ 
two  Orators. 

BEfore  we  pretend  to  decide  any  thing,  in 
order  to  Reconcile  thofe  that  have  dc- 
clar'd  themfelves  in  Favour  of  either  of  thefe 
two  Orators,  it  will  be  very  proper  to  eftablifti 
this  tmdenidble  Maxim,  that,  tho'  every  thing 
bath  but  one  Metapbyfical  Truth,  yet  ik  may 
Jiave  feveril  degrees  of  Perfediori  and  Gobd- 
iiefs,  which  may  cohfift  in  very  different  Qua-^ 
lifications ;  and  this  is  what  may  fufficiently 
Authori?:e  the  feveral  Reliilies  of  Men,  and 
jbftify  the  various  Judgments  they  make  of 
^iin]gs.  For  every  PerfeAion  may  have  in  iti 
kind;  different  Degrees,  and  be  of  a  large  Ex- 
tent^ biit  the  Truth  of  it  cannot  admit  of  thit 
••-  '    ^-Z   ■      •    ■    ■*'  \       i-  .  .  :      Mtitude^ 
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Latitude,  which  being  a  perfed  Conformity  of 
pur  Apprehenfions  to  the  Objed,  muft  of  ne^ 
neceffity^  be  ftill  and  for  ever  the  fame. 

But^  if  this  Maxim  be  found  to  be  true  in 
other  things,  it  will  prove  much  more  fo  in 
Eloquence,  which  requires  fo  great  a  number 
of  different  Qualities,  in  order  to  its  Perfedi* 
on.    And  this,  without  doubt,  was  the.  Rea* 
fon,  why  Cieero  makes  Brntm  obferve,   that 
tho'  Cotu  and  Ssdpitim  were  both  Orators  in 
Perfedton,  yet  their  Taletits  were  vafily  dif- 
ferent.    For  Sulfitim   his  Sovereign  Excel* 
Oms^nm  ^^^^X^  confifted  in  the  Force  and  Vehemence^ 
in^t^Ari^^  his^Difcourfe,  whereas  that  of  Cotu  was? 
temffiqui'  all  Sweetnefs  and  Gracefulnefi ;  whereupon^i 
dm  ijifsy    Brtituf  fpeaking  of  them  cries  out ^O  the  admira^ 
cumfummt  j^j^  ^^     /•  Eloai$ence,  wimb  has  fi  grMt  am  fix- 
tiresy  dm    ^^^  ?/    Ferfe&tan  /  for  Cott A  and  Sulpitius  were 
res  maxi-   both  (f  tbtm  aceomplifh'J  in  their  way,  tho  each  of 
m  altera   them  wanted  fome  amfiderable  Salifications,   s  And 
fi/r  BrutA^^*^  is  what  makes  Ckero  confefs.  That  there  max 
In  oTAtoru^^  ^^^  accomptiflid  and  perfect  Orators,  tho*  they  be 
htupijfuiit  cf  very  different  Chara&ers.     Becaufe  there  are  in 
'ife  fmmiy  Eloquence,  as  in  all  other  things.  Beauties  of 
fe^j^A.  very  different  kinds. 

pntAhid.  .   ^o  that,  according  to  this  Principle,  we  may 

fn  Aliis     judge  between  Demofibenes  and  Cicero,  without 

Vignim    giving  the  Preference,  cither  to  one,  or  the 

Uis'v^t  ^^^^^  *  ^"^  decide  their  Merit,  without  alot- 

,^as^Aid.  ^^^^  ^^^  Ptize  to  cither  ;  feeing  both  the  one^^ 

and  the  other,  are  in  their  kinds  Sovereignly 

,  Perfeft.    I  fliall  therefore  remark  the  Difie* 

rences  that  may  be  obferv'4  in  the  Comparifon 

of  thefe  two  great  Perfons. 

As  for  Invention,  which  is  the  firft  of  thoie 
Natural  Qualities  that  are  neceilary  to  an  Ora- 
rator,  it  is  diflfitcult  to  determine,  which  of 
them  had  raoft,  fmce  they  t)oth  were  Eminent 
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or  ky  in  fo  vaft  and  elevated  a  Degree^  and  in 
fo  extraordinary  a  manner.  But  as  the  Fancy 
gives  the  Invention  all  thofe  fine  Turns/ which  ' 
fo  Beautify  and  Adorn  it  c  fo  Cicero,  having  a 
more  pleaUnt^  and  a  mor^e  agreeable  Imagina- 
tioo^  had  by  confequence  a  finer  Invention. 
Their  Judgments  feem  to  have  been  equally 
folid  ;  there  is  nothing  to  be  found  in  them 
that  is  either  falfe,  or  built  upon  a  wrong 
Foundation  j  all  is  Real  and  Subftantiai,  and 
they  both  equally  knew  the  Art  of  adding  Elo- 
quence to  their  Solidity,  and  ftrii^ly  obferv'd 
that  Precept  of -/iri/?^^fc,  in  his  Rhetorick,  who 
teaches  us,  that  Perfuajum  is  effeSied,  bygiviw  a  Na^ 
turaltum  to  tbfi  mofi common  things.  And  thele  com* 
mon  things  are  order'd  by  them  both,  in  fo  excel- 
lent a  manner,  as  can  admit  of  no  Exceptions. 

Their  Expreffions  are  proper,^ure,  and  neat, 
without  the  leaft  Aflfeaation.      Tho'  Dtmofi-  Proprietas 
hentSy  by  reafonoftheCopioufnefs  of  the  Greek  f^^'P^^" 
Tongue,  allows  himfelf  a  great  deal  of  Harfh«^f^t'  1^ 
nefsin   his  Words,  which  Cicero  avoids,  who  n.  c.  10. 
keeps  clofer  to  the  Purity  of  his  Language. 
His  way  of  Expreffion  is  more  Modeft,  accor- 
ding to  the  Charafter  of  the  Latine  Tongue, 
and  the  Didion  of  iDemofibenes^  more  Elegant 
and  Delicate  j  but  the  Delicacy  oi  Cicero,  is 
neither  foft  nor  effeminate,  as  Seneca  obferves. 
Both  of  them  are  equally  ftrong  and  powerful 
in  the  Sublime,  and  in  that  Elevated  way  of  Dif- 
courfe,  which  Longinus  treats  of,  and  which  he 
calls  the  Image  of  a  Great  Soul.  Cap.  ^. 

Their  Thoughts,  and  Expreffions,  are  Strong  ^ 
and  Noble,  having  nothing  in  them  that  is 
Creeping,  or  that  is  Flat  and  Infipid :  And 
are  always  attended  with  a  Charader  peculiar 
to  them,  always  accompanied  with  a  certain 
Air  of  Majefty,  which  fo  much  diftinguiflies 
them  from  all  other  Orators.  Bu? 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


^i  A  Comparifon  of 

But  as  the  Genius  of  Cicero  was  more  Univer- 
falthanthac  bi  Demo^benesy  and  his  Learning 
of  a  greater  Extent^  and  his  Charafter  more 
]general ;  fo  had  he  the  Advantage  over  him^ 
of  leaving  no  kind  of  Eloquence  unpracftic'd^ 
noPartsofOrajfbry,  wherein  he  had  not  Ex- 
crcis'd  himfelf,  as  I  obferv'd  before. 

Demoftbenes  had  confin'd  himfelf  to  the  Bu(i« 
nefs  of  the  State,  and  of  the  Bar,  that  is,  to  the 
Judiciary  and  Deliberative  Parts  of  Eloquence, 
and  fcarce  ever  writ  any  thing  in  the  Demon- 
ftradve.  For  the  Commendations  he  gives 
Chabrias  the  Genefal,  in  his  Oration  againft 
Lepthus,  are  languid  and  faint,  in  Compari- 
fon of  thofe  which  Cicero  gave  PomM,  in  his 
Oration  for  the  Manilian  Law.  Labanim  alfo 
pretends,  that  the  Funeral  Oration  upon  thofe 
that  were  kiird  at  Cberone^,  which  is  to  be 
found  amongft  Demofibenes  his  Works,  is  not 
his,  becaufe  the  Style  of  it  isutoo  low.  He  af- 
^rms  the  fame  of  the  Oration  of  Love,  becaufe 
it  is  too  Soft  and  Effeminate,  and  not  agreea- 
ble to  his  ordinary  Style.  Dionyfitts  Halicarnaffeufy 
is  alfo  of  the  fame  Opinion,  who  likewife  ob- 
ferves,  that  Demoftbenes  his  Periods  are  very 
^(frum  Round  and  Harmonious,  and  of  averyTegu- 
^r/ww  Number ;  in  which  Cicero  comes  not  behind 
fieraffue    him  in  my  Opinion. 

arbitror  fi^  jj^^  ^^f^^^  ^r^he  Difcourfe,^  the,  Order,  Di- 
Tiiium^Z-  vifions  and  Arguments,  and  all  that  any  way 
dinerndi'  depend  upon  the  Invention,  are  much  alike 
vidi^iidi,  Vin  Doth  thefe  Orators,-  and  that,  becaufe  they 
praparan-  *both  had  refolv  d  to  tbllow  no  other  Pattern, 
'iivltk^  but  that  of  Nature,  which  is  the  oply  Rule  w« 
7jer,uomnia  muft  Govern  our  felves  by  in  all  thefe  Matters, 
deniqjte  if  we  would  Succeed  j  and  as  they  both  Pro- 
l""*/"^*  .  ceeded  upon  the  fame  Plan,  fo  is  there  but  lit- 
QuintTu.  tie  difference  to  he  found  between  themj,  in  re- 
•  lo.  c.  I.    *.  •    ,,  /  "'lation. 
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laclon  to  things  of  this  Nature.    Not  but  that 

in  the  Argumentations  of  CicerQ,  his  Logick 

feems  more  Exad:,  and  lefs  Intricate  than  that  ^ 

of  Demofibenes^    It  is  alfo  probable^  that  the 

Axe  of  Syllogifm^  which  Cicero  bad  Studied  with 

lb   much  Application  from  Arifiotles  Logick^ 

was  not  fo  much  in  Pradice  in  Demofihenes  his  y 

Time,  whofe  Argumentations  being  only  plain 

Enthymemes,  were  more  Natural,  v^d  more 

Agreeable  to  the  Vehemency  of  his  Paffion, 

which  was  very  Preffing  and  Urgenf.    And 

his  Art  of  deducing  particular  Confequences 

'  from  tJniverial  Principles,  which  Arifiotk  re- 

due  d  into  a  Method,  and  which  Freigim  .has 

fo  well  CoUeded  out  of  Cicero,  is  much  more 

Infinuating,'  and  fuitable  to  his   manner  of 

Writing. 

Amidft  thefe  Refemblances,  thefe  are  the 
chief  Differences  to  be  met  with  between 
thefe  two  Orators.  I^mofihents  always  takes 
things  in  a  higher  Tone  than  Cicer(),  and  is  mora^ 
Paffionatej  He  is  likewife  more  Grave*  ana 
Serious,  he  lets  about  his  Budnefs  refolutely, 
.  and  Purfues  things  with  Courage,  without 
having  any  Refpe<ft  of  Perfons,  no  not,  tho' 
they  wc^re  Crown  d  Heads.  As  foon  as^ever 
lie  was  got  into  his  Office,  he  treated  P/6/7/f^ 
with  Scorn  and  Contempt,  without  the  leaft  ^ 
regard,  either  to  his .  Perfon  or  his  Crown  : 
Nay,  he  docs  at  it  were  Degrade  him,  and 
Strip  him  of  all  his  Honours,  that  he  may.  treat 
him  like  a  private  Perfon,  for  he  calls  him  the 
Man  of  Macedonia.  He  likewife  delights  fome- 
times,  out  of  an  Aufterity  of  Morals,,  which 
was  Natural  to  him,  to  humble  the  Pride  and 
Haughtinefs  of  the  Athenians,  who  were  fo  Jea- 
lous of  their  Authority.  And  as  his  Peevifh 
Cholerick  Temper  was  Vifible  in  all  he  faid, 

fi> 
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tUgetEjus  fo didheghrc  hhnfelFup  fo entirely  to  the im- 

^f.^\^{  petuous  current  of  his  Hurtionrs,  that  h  was 

pi^^j^hut  very  fefdom  that  hd  v^ii  Cool,  and  with- 

nibiiUfu.  Out  Paffion,  when  he  fpake.     fits  Difcourfe  is 

Sea.  Coot.  Rough  and  Harjh,  and  nevet  Smooth  o^  Moderates 

Cicero  h  a  greater  Mailer  of  himfelf,  and  of 

'^^  all  his  PaflSons ;  he  manages  his  Auditors  t6 

better  Advantage,  and  takes  more  gentle  Mea- 

furesj  he  has  nothing  that  is  Rude,  ndthing 

that  is  Surly  and  Rough,  but  is  pleafant  and 

agreeable,  even  in  his  Anger  and  Indignation, 

and  has  the  Art  of  pleafing  in  whatever  he 

fpeaks.     It  was  he  that  firft  made  the,  Romans 

fenfiblc  of  the  Pleafures  of  Eloquence,  as  P/n- 

tarcb  obferves  of  him  in  his  Life,  and  that  knew 

how  to  make  that  moft  delightful  and  pleafant^ 

that  was  moft  Honeft. 

Dtmo^henes  difcovers  in  every  Reafon  that 
prefents  itfelf  to  him,  all  that  is  Solid  and  Sub- 
ftantial  in  it  ,•  and  has  the  Art  of  fetting  it 
'-  'fortfc  in  its  full  Strength  and  Vigour.  Cicero^ 
befides  this  Solidity,  which  never  efcapes  him, 
does  likewife  lay  hold  on  all  that  is  agreeable 
and  engaging,  and  never  fails  of  his  Aim  in  the 
purfuit  of  it.  The  Torrent  of  Demoftbenes  his 
Eloquence  is  fo  violent  and  rapid,  his  Rea- 
^  fonings  fo  clofe  and  fo  numerous,  his  whole 
^Eju^jii  rt  manner  of  Writing,  has  in  it  a  height  fo  like 
imiiuM,  Roc'^s  and  Precipices,  as  Longinus  expreffes  it, 
that  it  is  great  difficulty  to  follow  him.  Where- 
as Cicero  forces  his  Auditors  to  go  before  him*; 
he  fo  moves  the  Minds  of  thofe  he  fpeaks  to, 
and  fo  afFefts  their  Hearts  by  his  different 
Movements,  that  they  guefs  before-hand  what 
he  has  next  to  fay,  and  in  a  manner  prevent 
him.  And  when  he  firft  begins  to  fpeak  of 
any  thing,  they  find  which  way  he  tends  by 
his  Addrefs,  and  by  the  Methods  he  makes  ufe 

of, 
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of^  to  let  them  know  from  whence  he  comes. 
So  well  he  knew  all  the  Springs  and  Turnings 
of  the  Heart  of  Man^  and  this  was  his  great 
Art  ^md  chief  Mafter-piece. 

Thus^  that  we  may  diftinguifh  the  Chara« 
ders  c^thefe  two  Orators  by  their  real  DiiFe- 
rences^  we  may  affirm^  according  to  my  Opini- 
on of  the  Matter,  that  Demofibenes^  by  the  im«  ' 
petoiftefhefs  of  bis  Temper^  and  the  Force  ot 
his  Arguments^  and  the  Vehemence  of  his 
Pronunciation^  was  more  prefSng  than  Cicero : 
As  Cicero,  by  his  foft  and  gentle  Way,  by  his 
fmooth  infmuating  and  paffionate  Movements^ 
and  by  all  his  Natural  Graces^  is  more  affeding 
than  Bemofibenes.  The  Gretk  ftruck  upon  the 
Mind,  by  the  force  of  his  Expreffion,  and  the 
Ardour  and  Vielence  of  his  Declaiming  :  The 
Roman  made  his  paffage  to  the  Heart,  by  cer- 
tain pleafmg  and  imperceptible  Charms,  which 
were  Natural  to  him,  and  Which  he  had  A- 
dorn*d  with  all  the  Arc  Eloquence  is  capable 
of.  One  dazled  the  Mind,  by  the  Splendour 
of  his  Lights,  and  brought  a  Diforder  upon  the 
Soul,  by  furprizing  the  Underftanding  j  and 
the .  Infmuating  Genius  of  the  other,  by  plea- 
fmg and  delightful  Palfages,  would  Aide  into 
the  very  Heart.  He  had  an  Art  of  entring  in- 
to the  Interefts,  and  of  falling  in  with  the  In- 
clinations, Paflions  and  Opinions  of  thofe  that^ 
heard^  him. 

And  in  this  Diftindion,  I  believe,  may  be 
found  the  Explication  of  that  Paffage  of  Lon* 
ginuf  in  his  Coqiparifon  between  Demofthenes 
and  Cicero^  a  Fragment  of  which  is  ftill  left, 
and  which  it  would  not  be  eafie  to  underftand, 
without  the  Light  of  this  Obfervation.  For,, 
at  firft  view,  that  Similitude  of  Lightning, 
which  h^  makes  ufe  of  to  exprefs  the  Elo- 
quence 
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qnihcc  of  D€f»ojih0nesy  andthat  ofa  grcatFiiW^ 
tQ  which  he  compares  the  Eloquence  ofCkero, 

fives  us  no  vpry  diftinA  Idea  of  the  DiiFerence 
etween  their  Charad^rs.    One  would  imar 
gine,  that  he  meant  no  ipore,  than  that  the 
Eloquence  both  of  the  one  and  the  other^  wsts 
fo  Powerful,  that  nothing  could  refift  it.    Tie 
SdH.  I  u*  Eloquence  of  Demofthenes,  fays  he,  u  aWbirJr 

^wind^  and  a  Clap  of  Thundery  that  cverttH^  ■  ^ff 
things,  and  that  (f  CicerO,  like  a  great  Fire^ 
T^hicb.de'upHrs  all  things.  So  that  Violence  an4 
Impetuoufnefs  make  up  the  Character  of  De^ 
tnoftbenes  his  Eloquence  j  and  the  Progrefe  of  a 
great  Fire,  which  advances  oy  Degrees,  toger 
ther  with  the  Heaf  and  Infinuating  Virtue  of 
Fire,  are  the  Pripcipal  Qualities  of  Cicero's. 
/ThQ  Grecian  breaks  out  like  Thunder:  The. 

^  Roman  warms  and  inflames  like  a  great  Fire.. 
And  therefore  Longinus  adds,  that  Demofihenes 
never  fail'd  of  Succefs,  when  he  was ,  to  ftrike 
Terror  into  the  Minds  of  his  Audience,  and  to 
work  upon  them,  by  ftrong  Reprefentation$ 
and  violent  Motions.  But  when  it  was  neceC- 
fary  to  go  to  the  very  Heart,  and  to  infinuat<5 
ones  felf  into  the  Mind,  by  all  thofe  Qrace^ 
and  pleafing  Charms^  which  Eloquence  is  Mir 
ftrefs  of;  then  it  was,  that  Cicero's  Art  was  Tri- 
umphant, and  that  his  difFus'd  enlarged  DiCr 

V  courfe,  fucceeded  far  better  than  Demofihenei 

^his  more  clofe  and  cdncife  Style;  andtheonp 
is  no  more  prevalent  by  the  Eplat,  the  fur- 
prizing  Strength  of  his  Reafons,  than  the  other 
is  by  the  warming  and  afte<5ling  Motions  4^e 
raifes.  .    .    , 

We  fbould  have  learnt  mucli  more  of  thiji 
Matter  from  this  Judicious  Critick,  were  the 
Place  where,  he -makes  this  Comparifpn  but 
perfe(a  and  entire,  but  the  greatcft  part  of  it  js 

loft; 
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idHy  t6  tlM  no  'kiaSL  DlffitditiiAion  of  Msiff^ 
i^i^ms.  Bw  howevat,  h«  %*  eftbtigfa  t6 ' 
dliblUkthat  DiftinMdnl  hare  imade  beOMeed 
theiv  manner  of  writing  j  whloh  I  (afii  Ukewlft 
loonftmnabte  to  Pktairdt's  OtHnion,  wbojii  bU 
Compar^Mi  of  chefetwo  <>atot«j  £iy«,-dMt 

mt*^  Bt*ity^  tifhi^t  Cioefo  Jeatttri  h^Omtt 
ihi^btiit  bis  D^eemftf  and  it  t^trj  i^irt  fUs^ 
MdagreeaUe.  rMofrahit  in  hik  tivei  i^  the  Se^it; 
Sc^hiften,  and  Dimj^m  HaUifatiniftM  in  hit 
&ldft)e  to  hi$  Friend  Atmkt»,  ^a(i  rfid  falM 
Judgment  on  Dtmojthmes  i  and  Longimk  pit:'- 
tends,  that  be  has  always  fome  ibihg  hard  M 
hisStjFle. 

Bot  ill  tbus  diftlriguUhing  becM^eeh  the  difi 
ferent  Qualities  of  the  EloOuence  of  theie  twd 
Ohitors)'we  ttibft  codie  to  fome  Tefliperamentj 
to'foffle  ^gl^ettfent,  and  admit  of  a  Litiiltatioti 
too  :  For  Ckiroy  tbo'  he  KVaft^iicrMly' moving 
and  afiiikfting,  could  not^M^fi  it  ^aTreddinte^ 
add  to  his  Natural  Sweehiefi,  ib  flitith  Pa0iOtt 
jtod  iHdignation  as  his  Sub/e<^  i^equir'd,  of  tbo 
Aoft  TrMf ported  SjSrit  was  ci^ble  of  i  xisp- 
^ean  in  th«(  Ortttioni  he  made  agabift  P'tn9iy 
Pifiy  Chdh0,  P^iOmiMiy  C*tilii^.  and  AttHM^: 
.be»i0fHeim]iiKiwi{e,  is  tiot  fo  abfolbteiy  gbred 
tO'  be  VK^eUt  and  Pafllonate,  bat  that  he  dM 
fottfitimes  be  as  Soft  ahd  Gentle.  alMovire 
iRidas  Aire<9jflg,  as  We'  may  fee  ih'foihePa^ 
(ages  of  liii<%»#i6M^i,io^ttieOfttioh  a^tit  the 
tifaierty  of  the  UteJioHit^.  in  tbd  Defence,  of 
HhfUtei,  indtbit  of  CteSpBid,  and  in  the  Ora- 
tion againft  MJigi^  tho  the  t^rindpal  Chara- 
4ixt  otthh  lift  is  V,yhemehce;  Bat  feeing  tho 
i^eiAm''o(D€iMJfb»iet,  bis  Nature,  hb  Art,  his 
JMitti*f<ft  MmUi  a^  bk  M^ioH,  iiicW 

H  mi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^%r  A  Cmparifon  of 

l&bM  be;Px<fliiig  and  Violent;  and  all  th* 
Kkmral  Qualities  of  Cietrcy  were  fuch  as  made 
hbB.^pJeafelafiid  af&^^;,  I  am  of  Opinioli^  that 
wejiBay  difHiiguUh.fhem  by  thefe  twodifie- 
nsiiMivays  of  Writkig^  in  which  confift  their 
Soye^eigh  PerleiSion^  stni  their  Eifential  Cha* 
^  r«de/.  Anditwas^wichoutdpubt^  for  this  Rea* 
?  foa,  .as  tnuch.as  out  pf  Inclination  and  Com-* 
^^pliance  with  theNatiiralBent  andXendency  of 
bis  Afie^ons^  that  Demofibenes  dealt  more  in  Ac- 
cufations  than  Cicero.  For  he  hardly  6?er  under- 
took {he  Defence. of  any  one^  his  fevere  Hu- 
S]^our  leading  him  to  the  Dired  contrary ^^  And 
CiVeir^  accused  but  v^ry  few  Perfons,  for  his  Na- 
/torfe  was  more  inclin'd  to  Sweetnefs^  to  Pity^ 
and  Compaffion,  and  it  was  againft  his  Will^ 
wheneirer  he  accus'd  &ny  Man^  as  he  himfelf 
iielk  us. 

^uYet  Cicm^  Genius  being  more  yniverfal 

fthaQ  thatiof  Demofiienes,  he  knew  better  how 

to  turn  himielf  to  all/things:  how  to  Transform 

^imielf  as  he  pleas'd^  and  to  Aa  any  Char 

rather.    He  unwerftpod  likewife^  by  a  iecrot 

fJlift  peculiar  to  hm  alooe^  hpw  far  to  urge 

4md  purfae  a  thing,  when  it  was  requiHte  to 

,bp  very  Preffing  ;  which,  in  my  Opinion^  jD«- 

pfofihtnety  by  indulging  himfelf  too  much  in 

^  the*  Bent  othis  Incliqatfons,  did  not  obferve^ 

xaod  in  whiofi.  it  was  very  c^tfy  to  exceed*    For 

:no.B&dy<lelights  in  being  continually  Impor* 

tuo'd  and  Prefsd,  but  every  one  i*  always  dif- 

pos^'d  tQ  be  mcw'd  <and  affeded:  wich  what  is 

.ple4fing»  and  to  be  entertain'd  .with  what  is 

.  i9gre^U«.    And  this  was  Ciaros  great  iPalent^ 

who  always  pl$a^s,  and  by  the  Pleafure  he 

.afFecSte;  us  with,,  jnfpires  into  us  what  Senci- 

jHaentf  he  will.  It^Ts  this  agreeable  Air,  which 

;  being  xliffus'id^  aftd  /pread  through  all  he  fay»^ 
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cpnftitutefr  that,  fweet  obliging  ^^ndengagii^ 

Eloquence,  which  has  fucn  pb>^ful  Chat'ins* 
But  befidQS  that  Demeflhenes  %ia  hbthitig  m 
his  Nkcurd^thac  was  tender  and  ^6Ttipii!lxqTizttl. 
but  was  allHai-flinefs  and  beVferity,  the  lUw| 
of  his  Country  prohibited  t^tt  froih.hiakid^ 
ufe  ofany  tKiiig  that  Was  moving' and  afFeau]& 
as  I  have  before  obferv'd.  So  that  hfc  waS  mja  * 
and  langi^'id  in  his  Pei'orations,  which'a^rjbo^- 
monly  no  tnbte  than  olain  Conclufions  of  w|ia^ 
he  was  ^i>buit,  or  at  oeft,,  but  fo  feany  hrieet 
Wjfliei,  Ip  rfjany  Vows' dnd  fol^n  Supplicaiti* 
bns  for  the  Glory  and  Interefi  oi  his  Country^ 
which  he  made  with  Fervency^  to  giv?  fofnl 
kind  of  Life  and  Vigout  jothe  Contluflbft$  of 
his  Difcoii'rfes.  *       '.  . 


uuu 


€  HA  P:.' XIX.  ,      ■' 

Vi^lch  ojf-  the  two  UKifs  of  Writing  is  thi 
beji  in  order  to  ^ffuadu    \  ^  • 

I"  t  will  be  no  hard  Matter,;  By  Wliat^tliaV^ 
r«mark*d  upon  Elb^uen<ie*ih 'gerieral,  t6 
determine,  which  of  the  two  ^vay;$  of  Writing 
fo  remarkable  in  thefe  t\yo  AutWsjis  theiftojc 
preferable,  .    .       ' . 

The  dfatbr  Who  |>e(fu^desnioft,  is.  withoic 
all  doubt,  the  moft  Eloguent.  An4  being  we 
|>erfuade  but  in  proportion  as  we  pleafe,  thk 
Art  of  Perfuafion  being  one  and  the  if^me  witii 
that  of  Pleafiog,  as  ^/Wi^pbfervesj  We  may 
ventiire  to  affirm,  thatCiV^rir,  who  pleafes  itibrd 
than  Den^ofibeHei^  ought,  in  this  particular  at 
leaft.  to  be  efteem'd  more  Eloqucot  than  hd^ 
Ha  Ana 
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And  if  there  be  a  double  Arc  of  Perfuaiion^ 
bne  that  works  upon  the  Mind  andUnderfiand- 
ing^  and  another  upon  the  Heart  and  Will  | 
We  Quy  proceed  to  examine,  which  is  the 
moft  proper  for  Eloquence. 

The  Porfuafion  ot  the  Underftanding  is  ef- 
fe^ed  by  a  dazling  Luftre  of  much  Light,  and 
by  a  violent  ImpuUe  of  Reafons,  which  the 
Vtxn^  cannot  refiu. '  It  works  in  a  celrtain  Ele- 
vated Manner,  and  with  fuch  a  Force  and  Vio« 
lence.as  fiirprizes  and  confounds  the  Faculties,- 
according  lo  the  Obfenration  oiArifiaU.  But 
the  Perluafion  of  the  Heart,  is  produc'd  by 
thofe  Graces  and  pleafing  Charms,  which  cap* 
tiVate  the  Will,  and  entertain  it  fo  delightfully, 
that  it  is  pleas'd  in  forfaking  its  own  Refpluti- 
ons,.  ana  in  loling  its  Liberqu  For  as  the 
Underftandingdoes  not  afient  to  any  tiling  but 
the  EWdeace  of  Reafon,  and  is  guided,  only 
by  thofe  Lights,  which  are  moft  illuminating,' 
fo  neither  can  the  Will  yield  it  felf  to  any  thing, 
but  what  is  moft  agreeable  and  moft  pleafing. 
It  never  ceafes  to  ad  voluntarily  in  fubmitting 
Its  Liberty  to  the  Pleafare  that  carries  it  away, 
be^ufe  in  that  it  foUo\^  the  Bent  of  its  own 
Inclihaitidn,  which  is  to  be  pleas'd. 

It  is  enough,  that  one  have  ones  Senfes  in 
due  order,  to  be  mov*d  at  the  Heart  j  but  no 
one  can  be  perfuaded  in  his  Onderftanding, 
unlefshe  enjoy  his  Reafon  in  Perfeaion,  that 
Is,  is  able  to  underftand  the  Force  of  a  Confe- 
Guence«  So  that  the  Orator,  that  makes  it  his 
chief  Bufinefs  to  pleafe,  in  order  to  perfuade, 
goes.a.  furer  way  to  work  than  he  who  ftrives 
to  do  it  only  by  Convidion,  becaufe  every 
body  Is  capable  of  being  afied^d  with  what  is 
pleafantir 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dcmofthenes  arid  CiceroJ  i  o  i 

Ic  is  wkhout  doubt  for  this^  KtzSbn,  that  I  ^m'  Pf 
according  to  the  Opinion  of  Cieero,  the  Multir  J^  •^ 
tude  are  better  Judges  of  Eloquence,  than  the  dJj/pi- 
Learned^     For  befides  that,  the  People  are  not  handm 
prepofleft  with  thofe  Sentiments  and  Notions^'tic  ia 
about   which   the  Learned    World  difpute,  ^^^ 
they  judge,  as  we  may  (ay,  according  to  the 
Heart ;  which  is  lefi  Subjeift  to  be  imposed  up^ 
on  than  the  Underftanding,  whi(;h  futteriog  It 
felf  to  be  dazled  with  falfe  lights,  is  liable  to, 
take  things  otherwife than  they  really  are:! 
whereas,  the  Heart,  which  juio^es  only  ac- 
cdrding  to  what  it  feels,  cannot  be  miftaken  j 
for  'tis  impoflible  it  (hou  d  have  any  imprel&on 
made  upon  it,   but  from  what  is  really  anq  v 

adiually  in  the  very  thing  it  felf  it  receive^  it 
from.    Only  natural  ana  true  Beauties  affeA  ^ 
this^  when  falfe  and  apparent  pnes  pleafe  the 
Underftanding,  whofe  Relifti  of  things  is  n(^ 
fo  pure  and  uncorrupted  as  that  of  the  Heart. 

And  this  Eloquence,  which  works  upon  the  cui  sm^ 
Underftanding,  is  no  more  than  a  bare  Hmple  tts  non  Ar 
Inftruaion,  not  a  true  Rhetorick,  like  that  ^"*^f<< 
which  Socrata  mentions  in  PtaU.    And  though  ^T/j^mI 
there  be  fome  Minds  on  which  nothing  win  tm  tribur 
work  but  the  Force  of  Reafon,  and  which  muft  it.  ^ 
be  convinc'd  befpre  they  can  be  perfuaded  ^  Ql"ntiL 
yet  I  think  it  not  proper  to  be  always  preffing  ^'  *•  ^  U' 
and  urging  j  for  certain  it  is,  that  we  are  more 
willing  to  yield  our  felves  up  to  an  ^afie  and 
gentle,  than  to  a  fierce  and  haughty  Conquer- 
or,    And  this  is  the  Keafon  why  Homer^  who 
makes  his  Nefior  a  Mafter  of  Eloquence  in 
PerfeAion,  gives  him  Sweetnefs  as  the  Princi- 
pal Charader  of  his  Eloquence. 

However ,  that  Eloquence  which  works; 
upon  the  Underftanding,  has  more  gloriou; 
^ffeds,  than  that  which  afie^  the  Heart.    A 
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.    Heart  that  is  affe<9tec!/ is  no  fuch  SubjcA  for 
the   Triumph  of  aii  0rator,  as  a   convicted 
-         l^ind,   aff' the  yndecftanding  humbled   arid 
^  lirpughj  into  SubjeAion  ^  and  th^t  kind  of  Per- 
.  ^  iiiafion,  that  ftrikes  upon  that,  makes  a  more 
lafling  Impreffipn,  bccaufe  that  Reafon  which 
tlihildtu  gave,  the  ftroke;  Rill  continues  the  fame.    Bjip 
Hs  arefeit  j^^  which  touches  the  Heart,  vanifhes  with 
fv!7^    the  I|eat  of  th^t  PaOion  that  produc  d  it,  be- 
^''    '^'  caufe  all  tilings' that  proceed  from  Paffion,  arc 
very  tranfient.     In,  fiiie,  as  the  Oppofition 
.  inade  by  the  Underftanding,  is  overcome  wjth 
greater  Difficulty  thap  that  Refiftance  we  meet 
Withfrotn  the  Will,  fo  is  Paflion  lefs  powerful 
to  perfuade  than  Reafon. 
I  Rhct.        This  Tempeftubus  fort  of  Eloquen9e,  which, 
?•  »•         'Arlltotk  fays,  qaufes  trouble  and  cohfufion  in 
0ur  Minds,  by  fubverting  our  Opinions,  and 
JTubduing  our  Reafon,  never  begins  its  Marches 
l>u;f  With  l^oife  and  Tumult,  its  Stroaks  dazlc 
'  and  furprize  like  LigHtning,  and  fmite  lik9 
Thunder  •  it  is  like  thofe  Whirlwinds  which 
pv6rturn  the  talleft  'Trees  with  as  great  eafe  as 
jhe  low  and  humble  Reed.     Such  was  Dcwofthe^ 
nesYA^  Eloquence,  who  had  the  Art  of  making 
**  hiipfelf  Matter  of  the  Minds  and  AfFedions  of 
.the  moft  fierce,  inconftant,  and  qntracStable 
jPeople,  that .  ever  was  in  the  World.    This 
jputjnous  Pbpulacy,jealous  of  the  Merits  of  any 
ppc  that  diftinguifh'd  himfelf  in  their  Common- 
wealth, did  fubmit  their  Reafon  to  that  of  De- 
Mofihenes,  who  foi'c'd  them  to  bend  under  the 
Weight  and  Preffure  of  fp  great  and  irrefiftabl? 
y  ^oWet  and  Authority.    The   Truth  is,  the  s 
Bloqyence  of  dicero  charms  the  Mind,  but  the 
pratory  of  Demofihenes  afionifhes  it,  the  one 
(ommands  our  Love  and  Admiration ,    the 
ptlier  our  Fear  and  Obedience.    After  all,  'tis 
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vctf  hard  to  determine  which  is  of  the  gceattfi 
Advantage  to  an  Orator^    Were  I  to  fpe^k  m 
Pgrfons  of  a.  fuperipr  Qrd^c-  to  my  felf,  I  ikmd 
chu£p.to  ple^fiP  like  Cic€ro ;  if  tp  Peo{4e  ^ztt 
inferioijir  K^nk^  I  ihou'd  fright  theid  like  Ditmi^ 
fibmts.   However^  nncethi$Diftin^ion;wUdl 
J  h^e  made  between  thefe  two  Orato^^nffvin 
.not  decider  the  Controverfie,  nor  giveicbt)^ 
iof  them  the  Preference ;  I  ftiall  leave  the  l)^ 
l>ate  to  the  Managenvbnt  of  thofe  who  hav^^ 
good  an  Opiniofi  of  themfelves^  as  to  think 
themfelv^  able  to  engage  in  it ;  and  only  add 
a  Word  or  two  out  of  Siimusj  which  does 
more  particularly^  and  more  exadily^  point  dot 
the  real  PifFerence  there  is  betwixt  them. 
They  are  in  an  Epiftle  to  a  Friend  of  hb  calW  rr4/rfw 
Claudian,  viho  was  Brother  to  Mam^rcm  Biiliop  Sjf  ^^' 
piViennay  where  he  fays,  fpeaking  of  Eloquence,  perftuJit 
That  he  is  violent  and  faj^^te  like  Demofthenes,  ut  TuUim. 
findperfuadei  like  Cicero.  L  j«  c.  ^t 

Before  I  conclude  this  Comparifon,  Icanndt 
omit  theOpinion  o(  Mouf^eur  Deiyair^Ketpcno^ 
the  Seal ;  who  having  tranflated  into  our  Lan* 
guage  the  Oration  oiDemcfibtnes  for  Ctefifbm, 
and  that  of  Cicero  for  Mih:  which  he  looka 
upon  as  the  Mafter^pieces  orthofe  two  Orators, 
without  entring  into  the  Difpute  abou(  Prefe- 
rence, in  whichhedent*dtobeexcus'd,rentur4s 
however  to  fay,in  hisDifcourfe  uponEloquenge, 
.  that  Ci€€ro*s  is  better  proportion'd,  and  incfi^ 
fuitable  4nd  agreeable  to  ^ur  Humours  and 
Temper3,  than  that  of  Demofii^es.  I  cannot 
think  this  Critick  to  have  been  in  the  right  in 
^his  Matter.  Forbefides,  that  thofe  bitter  and* 
cruel  Inveftives,  with  whichrtbe  Gwir  were 
us'd  to  treat  one  another  in  their  Accufation$,^ 
extreamly  wound  the  Sweetnefs  and  Civilic3r! 
that  i$  natural  to  Qur  Nation  ,*  we  hwQ  Heairt^, 
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to6«Mder^  and  too  otack  a  S^fe  of  <hkig$^ 
cban  not  to  He  afieded  ivi^  (be  moving  £Io* 
qwAce  ofCicifv,  tatlicrthan  the  hard  and  dry 
Pratory  of  pai^fibenes,  which  has  nothing  oi 
Faffion  in  k^  nothing  that  is  foft  and  tender  j 
Mc  to  mention  an  infinite  Nomber  of  other 
pifoi:ofK>ftlonf3  as  the  vioiene  Pronuneiatioii 
0(  pemdPbemes,  ^nd  his  excefilve  Tran^orts^ 
ttsl>c4d  Figures^  and  ehofe  {neonate  and  anf- 
nated  Apoftropbes^and  frequent  Invocations  of 
ihe  Spn^  Stars^  Rivens^  and  Fountains^  coge^ 
ther  with  his  iwearing  by  Inanimate  things, 
as  alio  thofe  dry  and  barren  Reafonings  devoid 
of  all  the  Graces  and  Ornaments  of  Art ;  and 
In  (bort^  his  whole  Manner  of  writings  whieh 
is  very  irreconcileable  with  the  Tafle  and  Reliih 
:We  have  of  things  of  this  Nature;  Cicero^  being 
^  more  according  co  our  Palates ,  and  more 
^leeable  with  oufGenius. 

I  have  been  the  longer  in  difplayins  the 
Eifential  Differences  of  chefe  two  Chara^ers^ 
that  I  might  do  it  with  the  greater  Exa^nefs. 
The  Comparifon  of  the  other  Qualities  of  their 
^loquence^  as  it  is  more  eafie  to  be  made^  (q 
laay  it  be  drawn  in  a  lefs  Compafs.  There 
appears  in  Dtmofihenes  his  Aft/  more  Care  and 
pains  I  but  in  Cfe^r/s  more  Agreeableneisj 
he  allowing  himfelf  a  larger  Extent  in  his 
Amplific2ltion$3  and  a  greater  Compais  in  hi^ 
Prations,  as  the  Qrandeur  of  the  Theater^  or\ 
which  his  Eloquence  appear'd^  which  was  the 
Metropolis  of  the  World,  did  require :  Where- 
as Demofibef$es  feems  to  have  proportioned 
himfelf  to  the  Fortune  of  the  People  he  fpoke 
tp.  fittt  both  Demofibents  and  Cieif^^  arrived  to 
fuch  a  height  <^  Perfection,  the  one,  in  his 
clofe  Concife  and  CompaiSed ;  and  th^  other^ 
in  his  Expended  and  Diftus  d  way  of  V!/ritlng ; 

that 
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t!ki»  Sfm^iUan  fays,  N^kmg  om  hi  uhm  frm  ffuk  nihil 
thmu,  90tJd$d to thi other.  iS  lit 

h  maft  be  coiife&'d .  jrfter  all^  that  Demi^be-  „4i/  adji* 
nis  his  Reaibmngs,  arc  Wronger  aodclofer  than  a.  L.  10, 
Cicers'i  j  W  chat^ispon.tfas  Accoant  dFa  Gitat  c.  x. 
Soul  aad  vi  Exalted  S&irit,  be  was  capaUc  of 
none  4>ii€  Qreat  and  Noble  Subjedb,  fuch  fis 
chat  of  fittiiK  ofit  a  Fleet  againft  the  King  of 
FtrJUi  of  redoctng  die  State  Into  order^and  put- 
ing  it  into  a  Method  of  deliberating  apon  At- 
tif^s  of  Peace;  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Rb^dhms ; 
oi  the  SuppKes  that  ought  to  be  fent  to  the 
neighbouring  People  ^alnft  TbiUff  and  of  all 
)the  moft  important  Af&irs  of  Greece.    So,  that 
be  cou'd  not  enter  iiixm  any  thing  of  lefs  mo- 
.  inent  and  concern  for  the  SubjeA  of  his  Orati- 
ons, his  elevated  Soul  difdatning  to  ftoop  low- 
er i  which  Ckiroy  out  of  the  Univerfal  Extent 
of  his  Abilities,  and  a  boundlefs  Fancy,  which 
he  cou  d  proportion  to  things  of  little  Confe- 
quence,  as  well  ^stothofe  ot  greater  Moment, 
wou'd  notfticH  at    His  Difcourfe  is  able  to 
fupport  it  feUF  by  its  own  proper  Weight  in 
every  part,   whereas  th^t  of  Demofibents  re- 
quir  d  fometioies  to  be  made  out  and  maintain'd 
by  his  Adion,  which  was  the  very  Life  and 
Soul  of  it.    The  Xa»fm  Orator  was  timorous 
wbenhefpake  inPubltck;  the  GteeUm^  bold 
9nd  confident ,   though  he  was  once  out  of 
countenance  in  ipeaking  to  Fbilif.    Demofibenes  ^^mrun^ 
was  (o  poiittve  and  affirming,  and  fo  full  of  bis  ^f^  i^' 
AiTeverations^  that  he  wou*d  be  always  thought  ^^^^J^ 
t0  be  in  the  right  j  but  Cieere,  was  -content  to  i»f.Quin* 
make  it  appear  that  he  was  fo.    Demeftbenes^  til.  c  i. 
was  but  feldom  known  to  aim  at  Wit  ,•  but  it  l«4.lpftit. 
was  fo  natural  to  Cieere  to  be  facttious,  that  he  • 
Was  pfeafaftt  and  diverting  even  in  his  Misfor- 
tunes^ only  during  his  Exile,  his  plealant  Hu- 
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.  mour  was  all  in  difordeh    The  JR^w^w  >ra»  of 
a  very  perfonable  Prefence^  he  had  a  comely 
Face^  and  a  good  clear  loud  Voice.    The  Gre- 
clan  was  not  difagreeable  in  Perfon^  but  the 
Heat  and  Violence  of  his  Adion^  made  up  for 
the  wai)t  of  all  other  Exterior  Qualities..    The 
Truth  is^  he  fpake  with  more  Life  and  Vigour, 
and  Ciaro  vKth  more  Sweetnefs  and  Grace. 
In  fine^  though  according  to  the  Principles  of 
Eloquence,  I  eftablifh'd.  before  I  enter'a  upon 
,    the  Diftindion  of  their  two  Cl^ara^ers;  I  fitA, 
that  Diwoftbenes  his  Air  in  general,  is  more 
Majeftick  than  that  oi Cicero  j^and  that  Ciccras 
is  more  pleafmg  than  that  oxDemofibenes  jyet  if 
we  confider  the  Circumftances  ot  Time,  Per- 
fons  and  Affairs,  we  oannot  but  concludes 
that  both  thefe  Orators  were  moft  perfeAly 
Accompliflx'd,  each  in  his  kind ;  and  that  it 
was  utterly  impoflible  they  iKou  d  have  been 
fuch  Matters  of  their  Art,  but  upon  the  Ac- 
count of  the  different  ways  they  took,  as  moft 
fuitable  with  the  Temper  and  Difpofition  of 
Orttims  their  Auditory.    This  was  their  peculiar  Excel- 
i{jfffrf»n-  lency,  and  the  great  Advantage  of  their  £Io- 
4mfeci(fey  quence  was  founded  upon  a  perfeft  and  en- 
Tme^'^u.  ^i^e  Knowledge,  which  they  had  of  the  Hu- 
dicmiim   mours  of  the  People  with  whom  they  treated, 
tiAtwra  vi'  and  upon  the  Art  they  had  of  accommodating 
^l^'.x    themfelves  to  their  Genius  ^  fo  that  one  wou  d 
jYj"^^*  imagine  that  Rome  andCiw(?,  and  that  Jsbeus 
*  *  and  Demosthenes,  were  made  for  one  anothei?  ; 
and  that  never  any  third  Perfon  arrived  to  that 
Sovereign  Degree  of  Perfedion ,   to  whiQh 
thefe  two  great  Men  were  advanc'd.    Bat  fee- 
ing the  two  different  ways  they  took,  do  con- 
ftitute  two  different  kinds  of  Eloquence,  I 
(hall  leave  it  to  thofe  that  better  underfland 
thefe  things^  tp  decide  which  of  the  (W9  is  the 
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moft  Preferable.  Yet  to  make  a  fuller  Ecclakr 
GifTement  of  this  Matter,  I  fiiall  proceed  to 
explain  th6  remaining  Difficulties  upon  this 
Subjeia. 


CHAP.     XX. 

-4  (^(efolutm  ofjme  remaimng  Viffjcul" 
ties^  hy  my  off  Conclufion  to  this  Vif" 
courfe.       • 

THE  firft  Difficulty  that  prefents it  felf  in 
this  Gomparifon^  is  a  certain  Paflage  in 
Suintilian^  whoie  StifFrage  is  very  confiderable 
iii  this  Cafe^  which  he  had  fo  diligently  exa-* 
inin'd  into.    For  feeing^  he  pretends  that  De- 
mofibenes  was  the  Model,  by  which  Cicero  waf 
I'orm'd  i  he  feems  to  give  the  former,  a  great       * 
Advantage  over  the  latter.    Thefe  are  his  ex^ 
preis  Word$ :   Cicero  mufi  yield  to  Demofthe-  ced^ihm 
ties,  who  was  the  Original^  from  ^whence  was  copi^  'heroin  hdf 
td  this  mofi  petfia  and  accomfUfh'd  Piece.     The  ^'i^^ 
Truth  is,  this  Commendation  of  Demofihenes  is  fuit\% 
fo  glorious,  that  I  do  not  know,  but  that  ^in-  cicirmim^ 
tilian  has  faid  more  than  he  thought.    For  this  3«^»^« 
Critick,  after  having  exalted  Cicero  above  all  fi^^^f^ 
Qrators,  feerns  by  this  Griticifm,  very  much  to  f^cu,      ^ 
debafehim,  and  plac€  him  in  a  Rank  below  L.  10.  c.i. 
Dentofibenes.    I  can  fcarce  be  perfuaded,  that^***** 
after  the  Obfervations  we  have  made^  all  Peo- 

})le  Will  agree  in  his  Opinion  ,•  I  fay,  I  can 
carce  believe,  that  this  Orator,  who  was  the 
Oracle '  of  Rome,  the  Miftrefs  of  the  World,, 
|n4  ^yhp  Q^ver  open'd  Ms  A^ouch^  but  to  fur** 
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prize  with  all  his  Charmsj  and  to  eofla?e  ttid 
moft  free  People  that  erer  was;  chacchiswoa* 
derful  GeniQS  of  his  Age»  this  Prodigy  of  his 
time^for  the  Extent  and  Univerfality  ofhis  Abi« 
jities^  and  for  the  Penetration  of  his  Diiceming 
Facukks^  ought  in  the  leaft  to  yield  to  Dtm^ 
fibtnes,  upon  the  Account  that  he  was  his 
Model. 

For  if  Demojlbenes  himfelf^  has  out-done  Pe- 
ricles,^  in  Ztf^Ws  Opinion,  though  he  took  him 
fer  his  Pattern ;  if  he  has  effaced  the  Glory  of 
Tbucydidesy  of  whom  be  was  {o  txzA  an  Imita^ 
tor,  as  the  Orator  Ulfian  his  ttioft  faithful  {n- 
terprcter  relates  j  what  fhou  d  hinder  us  from 
believing,  but  that  dctro  has  at  leaft  equaU'd 
Demtfiheiffs  ?  hath  not  Arifia^k^  furpafs'd  TUa^  i 
though  flau^  was  the  Model  ofjirifi^h  ?  Did 
not  that  great  Artift  in  Painting^  Rafbael  Santi^ 
quice  obfcure  the  Reputation  of  P.  Pmtfinm^ 
imitmur  who  was  his  Mafter  ?  And  do  we  not  find  by 
pmofihe^  daily  Obfervation,  that  Perfons  of  extraordi- 
^^^  pary  Parts,  do  in  all  Arts  and  Sciences,  far  ex** 
ceed  thofe  from  whom  they  received  their  firft 
inftruiStons  ? 

But  Cicero,  does  not  difown,  but  that  t^e 
proposed  to  himfelf  Demofibcnes  for  his  Pattern, 
but  cou'd  never  arrive  to  that  Perfedion  he 
|trove  to  imitate  in  him*    This  is  what  I  do 
not  deny,  for  this  great  Man,  as  he  was  feme- 
thing  Vain,  fo  he  had  fometime^  ibme  fits  of 
Modefty,  but  they  lafted  not  long,  as  appears 
^/fKeeo     on  this  occaiion.    For  in  another  place,  he 
i^orofi  fH'   expreffes  his  Difgiift,  as  much  againft  Demofihe* 
f^uilcijl  *'^  ^  when  he  declares,  that  he  is  not  fatisfied 
ipfePemo'  With  him.    And  befides,  he  propos'd  Demftbt- 
fihenes,     nes  for  his  Imitation,  only  upon  the  Ac(f?oun( 
of  that  Force  and  Vehemence,  which  he  fo 
admires  in  t\\\%  great  Man  i  aru{  which,  the 
'   ^  -—       '         Trutfei 
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Truth  i«,  hedidhar4hr  ever  arrive  to^    Nei- 
ther do  I  know^  whether  he  ever  defir'd  it  or 
no }  for  thofe  that  can  Charm^  and  be  Agreea*- 
ble  when  they  pleafe^  are  not  fo  mach  inclined 
to  be  Tettible  and  Violent  as  often  as  they  can. 
^nt  ^intilian  decides  this  Matter^  in  faying,  r//&t»r 
that  Cicero  w»$  ftrwtrfrl  like  Demoilhenes,  C(h  cicer^vim 
fiout  like  Plato^  and  Pkafwg  like  Ifocrates.         ^f'^jf* 
^  Thp  fecond  Difficulty  we  meet  with,  is  an  JJ^gJJ: 
3xpreffion  in  lum^inm,  concerning  Demofibe-  4m  FUto^ 
nes$  which  perhaps,  the  Abettors  of  this  great  waM««- 
Man  will  not  fo  well  approve  of;  I/mpnm,  in  ^'^^'^ 
the  Comparifon  he  makes  between  HjferiJes  i^l^\, 
and  Demopbenes^  izys^ThztDemofibenesviniitv-t 
ftood  not  die  Tempers  of  Men  to  well,  as  to 
be  MaAer  of  the  Art  of  moving  the  Paffidns, 
In  which  Eloquence  makes  the  greateft  Figure^ 
and  difphys  it  felf  in  its  full  Power.    The 
Truth  is,  we  cannot  but  agree  with  him  in 
this,  that  he  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  different  Motions  of  the  Soul,  nor  with 
that  Morality  of  the  Heart,    which  Ariptle 
explains  in  his  Rhetorick,  a  Book  Demofibenei 
never  fawj  whatever  Ltician,  as  exaA  as  hd 
pretends  to  be,  and  Julm  GeBim,  who  is  no 
inconfiderable  Author,  may  urge  to  the  con- 
trary,   tor  it  is  evident,  that  Arifiotle  writ  not 
that  Book,  till:he  was  pretty  well  advancd  ih 
Years  i  and  after  having  ftudied  under  Vlaitf 
above  twenty  Years,  without  declaring  hirtifclf 
oh  the  fide  of  any  of  thofe  Sefiks  of  Phtlofo- 
pfae^s,  which  were  then  in  vogue  at  Athens, 
and  without  ever  fo  much  as  Teaching. 

It  islikewife  no  lefs  Evident,  that  Dem^JfhiT 
»£/  fpoke  all  his  moft  confiderable  Oratiom  be- 
fore lyfifpacbiJes  wasPrator,  and  ihuArifipth 
writ  his  Qook$  of  Rhetorick  fome  time  after. 
Kay^  he  does  there  make  feme  kind  of  indt- 


Digitized  by 


Google  • 


no  A  Gompari/on  of 

'A  ^  ^^^  mention  of  the  Oration  for  Ctefifbmy  in 
AnfiBOi-  thefe  Words,  as  u  tht  Matter  of  Demofthehes^ 
m  Jtjui^  which  the  Orator  fpoke  Nine  Years  after  tfie 
Cberfonejian  War,  Eight  after  the  Death  of  Pi6/- 
tip^  and  about  the  time  of  the  Vidory  which 
AleKander  won  sXyirbela.  This  is  the  Opinion 
bfDionjfiug  Halicarnajfeus,  in  his  Epifile  to  Ain^ 
meus ;  and  the  Reputation  this  Author  hath- 
of  being  a  very  exad  and  careful  Cbironblo-- 
ger,  does  render  his.  Sui&age  mubh  more  con- 
fiderable;  And  Dicgenes  Laertius  bbferve^,  that 
Ahxander  comxnf  n&d  Arifiotle  to  let  no  one 
fee  his  Books  oi  Rhetbrick,  befldes  himfeli^ 
that  he  might  referve  entirely  to  himfelf  alohe^ 
the  en)oy ment  of  fo  great  a  Treafure ;  Vktareb 
relates  the  very  fame  thing. 

So  then,  we  have  no  great  ReafeiLto  w!ah* 
der,  that  Demoftbenes,  in  the  Opinion  of  Ltrngi- 
nus,  was  no  better  vers'd  in  thelLnowledge  of 
the  Manners  and  Tempers  of  Men,  feeing  he 
could  not  come  to  the  Sight  of  that  Treatife 
Arifiotk  has  made  of  them  in  his  Rhetorick,  iii 
which  he  has  very  exacfily  explain  d  the  whole 
Myftery .  And  in  this,  Cicero  had  a  very  great 
Advantage  over  Demofiben€s\  for  he^  drew  all 
that  perfed  Knowledge  he  had  in  things  of  thii 
j^ature,  from  this  great  Source  and  Original* 
j  fhall  not  ftay  to  Examine  the  Reafons,  why 
Ibme  pretend^  that  Arifiotk  derived  the  Pre- 
cepts of  his  Rhetorick  from  the  PraAice  of 
Demofibems,  becaufe  they  have  no  foundation. 
There  would  have  been  fome  Pretence  for  tliis 
Conjedure,  had  Demo^bmts  been  the  only  Oi'a- 
tor  Arifiotk  had  heard,  but  he  was  an  Audjtol 
ol:  H/periJes^  Demades,  Ljcias^  Pbocim.  Efcbmu 
TjftboH,  and  feveral  others.  He  had  likewiie 
iome  Acquaintance  with  J^atts  and  Jfieraiei, 
not  to  mention  VUto^  whom  he  had  thorot^hly 
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feacched  into.  From  all  thefe  great  Models^ 
ind  from  the  Reflexions  he  had  made  on  them 
himielf^  he  drew  that  admirable  Plan  of  Rheto- 
rick^  which  he  has  left  us^  and  which  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  Meditated  upon^.  than  read  like  his 
other  Works.  For  it  is  an  invaluable  Trea- 
fure,  which  to  fearch  deep  into,  will  be  found 
to  be  the  beft  Advice  upon  alt  accounts^  for 
thofe  that  are  to  fpeak  in  Publick.  But  as  it 
IS  very  probable,  that  Cicero  underftood  the 
Heart  of  Men  better  than  Dtmofihenesy  having 
learnt  that  Art  fo  well  from  Arifictk  ;  fo  in 
compenfation  for  that  Difad vantage^  Dttmfi* 
benes  underftood  better  thelntereft  of  his  own^ 
and  the  Neighbouring  Nations^  than  Gicerc  dia 
thajt  of  all. the  Allies  of  the  Empire.  The  Am* 
bitionof  P^/j^^  which  divided  all^  Greece,  by 
tnany  dark  Deftgns,  and  feeret  Pradices^  had 
taken  up  for  a  long  time,  the  whole  Thoughts 
^  Pjm^fihenesy  for  this  he  made  his  particular 
Stody,  and  his  only  Employment ;  this  he 
refolutely  (et  himfelf  upon,  and  the  perfeA 
Knowledge  he  hdd  of  the  violent  Proceedings 
of  that  Prince,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of 
(bowing  to  the  beft  Advantage,  how  every 
Nation  had  a  particular  Incereft  in  Oppoiing 
(Jnanimouliy  the  growing  Greatnefs  of  the 
Haughty  Macedonian.  And  this  did  exceeding^ 
ly  irecommend  his  Eloquence,  and  that  upon 
the  Account  of  thofe  Great  and  Noble  Repre- 
ientations  he  made  of  the  Publick  Good^  and 
of  thofe  frequent  Reafonings  drawn  from  Pa* 
liticks.  with  which  moft  of  his  Difcourfes  a- 
bounds  and  which  are  fo  efTedual  in  his  Ora^  ^ 
tions>  the  Subjeds  of  which,  are  always  either 
great  in  themfelves,  or  made  ib  by  a  peculiar 
Art  he  had,  of  bringing  into  his  Harangues 
h&kt%  of  the  greateft  Importance.    So  that 
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Nonpcffu'  that  Power  tnd Weighty  that  PdreeaiMi Eri« 
^/L-  ergy,  whkib  ^•wiK/i^if  fccms  to  afcrihc  to  thd 
les,jmnus  Rf^ans^  above  fihcOrtets,  to  whom  he  ydlds* 
fmims :  the  Preference^  as  to  the  Graces  and  Beaudel^ 
fiAtHime  of  Writing,  is  not  in  my  Opinion  to  be  undeiw 
vX^'  ftood  of  Lhfmffbenes  and  Cicero  in  particular,  but* 
fouiere.  of  the  Genius  of  the  People  in  general^  and  of 
1.  ii.cxo.  the  Excellencies  of  both  Languages.  For  the 
Greek  Tongue  is  more  delighrfiil  and  pleafant^ 
and  the  Latine  itlofe  gf are  and  ferions. 

The  laft  Difficulty  would  be,  to  give  fatisft- 
^on  to  the  Criticks^  by  drawing  a  Pdrallel  be^ 
tween  the  beft  PaiTages  in  Demoftbenes  his  Ora^ 
tions,  and  thole  in  Cicero\  which  would  in- 
deed, be  a  going  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Matter 
in  Difpute,  and  Purfuing  the  Comparilbn  as 
far  as  it  will  go :  but  to  this  there  are  three 
ObjeAions.  Firft,  that  there  is  nothing  moit 
difficult,  than  to  agree  upon  which  are  die  beft 
PafTages  in  thefe  two  Orators ;  the  Palates  of 
the  Men  of  Judgment,  being  lo  vaftly  diffis 
rent  in  things  of  this  Nature.  Secondly,  tha< 
were  we  agreed  upon  thefe  Places,  y6t,  they 
niuff  either  be  Tranflated  into  our  Language^ 
that  the  Gomparifon  may  be  fuft,  or  clfe  re- 
main in  their  own,  from  both  which,  many  Iri- 
conreniencies  would  arife. 

For  as  every  Language  hath  a  particular 
Character,  and  certain  Beauties  peculiar  to  it 
fejf,  which  cannot  poffibly  be  eiprefs'd  in  an^ 
/  other,  it  would  be  an  Undertaking  of  no  ftaall 
Difficulty  to  do  Juftice  to  both  Languages,  1^ 
a  particular  Tranflation  j  and  it  would  be  no 
leis  than  a  Degradation  to  the  Grandeur  of 
Demofihenes  and  Cicero^  to  Tranflatc  the«  iat<X 
any  Modern  Language. 

Laftly,  It  iiiay  be  reiflied,  that  Liffi$$f^^  Iti 
fcvcral  places  of  his' Works,  hath  already  made 
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aCSbinpatifetiofthe.itiQft  admir'd  Paflages  in 
chefe  two.Authors^  and  that  Father  Caujkm. 
has  likevrife  done  the  fafiie  in  his  Parallel  oi 
Eloqiieoce^  bat  neither  of  them  with  any  fuc* 
ceis,  for  tte  Reaftms  above-mention'd. 
;  So  that  it: Would  not  ofdy  be  an  Argument 
of  great  Ittaprudence  and  Indifcretion^  out  aU 
.  fo  a  thiiig  of  no  Vfeor  Advantage,,  to  venture 
\ipon  the  like  Attempt,  afrer  the  Mifcairriageof 
two  fuch  eminent  Men;    For  t^ofp  Palfageg 
cannot  be  taken  out  from  cjxe  refl  of  this  Dit-* 
co^rfej  without  being  fpoil'd  of  .their  gr^teft 
Beauties^  which  generally  confifl  only  in  the 
exaft  Proportion  they  bear  in  the  other  Parts; 
1^  ought  to  be  in  a  Difcourie  as  in  a  Pile  of 
Buildings  I  the  Ma jefiy  and   Grandeur, ,  and 
Beauty  of  which^  confifts  in  a  general  Uni- 
formity. .      ,    .   , 

The  truth  of  this  will  appear  from  that  adi 
ihsrabto Parage  of^  Demofihenes^  in  his  Oration  • 
for  €te^bmy  which  is  (q  ettoYd  by  all  the  great 
Mafters  of  Eloquence  ;  where  he  fays,  No,  it 
id  ncffif  I  fwear  bj  the  ^jhes  and  Manfs  of  tbofi 
kra^e  Mgn^  that  i^trt  kiUd  at  tbi  Battel  if  Ssjlsk^ 
ihis  and  if  Marathon,  &c.  Where  the  Ora- 
tor difplays  ail  that  is  Great  and  Glorious  ih 
Eloquence/  in  its  full  Luftre^  and  which  in«  > 
deed  is  aditiirable,  if  it  be  well  conHder'd- 
But  it  is  quite  another  thing,  when,  taken  from 
its  proper  place^  artdl  view'd  without  regard  i0 
what  goe!(  before,  for  the  Beauty  of  it  confifts 
in  a  dependance  upon  the  pthe^  parts,  and  iint 
A  juft  Proportion  to  the  refV.  The  fame  may 
be  faid  of^that  Palfage  in  Ckero,  which  jSininti^ 
lion  fo  much  compicnds  in  the  Oration  for 
A£lo  I  Vos  jittanl 'Tumuli  at^  luciy  ^os  iniuat^ 
imfkfOy  at^t^9  obtefimr  :  f^^jfjf ire  Albanorum  obrui/i 

^  *^ar,  ^;  and  the  like  Judgment  may  we  fornii. 

I  6f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  >A  Comfarifm  •/ 

of  federal  other  plicte  in  this  Omtot^^  Bkit 
tbofe  that  hftfe  thoC^rioficy.fa^but  tbeCottik 
parifon^  may  be  ialMied  in  Oppofiog  JOow* . 
ffbenes  his  TMiffict  to  CicWs:  tor  tbe^Sohfeft. 
and  the  Method,  in  wl»di  tbey  crear.of  k,  ate 
much  the  fame ;  fa  ihat  ihcy  ata  in  na  refpeft 
be  better  compar'di*   '  _  r     ; 

And  in  order  td  femian^eni9LjiidgaieM. 
^  between tfaefe two Oratom^  it mzYicmtm^'^ 
to  obfervc  the  moft  Blfentiai  paft>  of  their' 
Charaaers,  wirtibiit  defending  to  a  long  and 
redioiis  Re-iearchy  wiHch  u  altogedier  Foragu 
to  my  Defign.  For  it  was  not  my  Purpofe  t^ 
Write  for  the  ^tfefadioh  «l  Pedants  and  Giasa- 
marians^  #ho  Id¥e  to  Examine  things  t?kh  a 
Critical  Nicety,  arHd  Sj^in  thenv  o;ac  to  i^ho 
fineft  Thread,  in  which  titey  make  cbemfdm 
ridicalous.  And  'tis  very  probable^  they  will 
be  the  only  Perfons  ^  that  will  think;  i&ts  Mat- 
*  ter  not  Sufficiently  cleared.  But,  licmever  I 
may  venture  to  aflbre  my  ftif,  tbatt^  Men  of 
Xeatning  wilt  be  of  anodier  Opinion,  aild 
judge^  that  I  have iaid  enough  to  furidmout 
a  Scheme  or  Model,  by  whidi  s^ny*  dnemay 
1fte  aUe  to  make  an  Eftimace  of  the  reih 

To  conclude,  as  I  am  far  from^beiasg  fo 
rain,  as  to  Value  my  felf  upon  €li&  Reflediom 
I  have  made  upon  theie  two  Otoators^  fo  i 
would  by  no  means  conceal  the  Authors  form 
whence  I  gather*d  them,  becaufeit  may  ftamp 
fome  Aathoricy  upon  them.  I  acknc^edgc 
tiierefore,  that  I  have  Advanc'd  nothing  in  re- 
fetion  fo  Demofibenesy  but  what  I  received  froiD 
the  moft  Learned  Writers  c^  Antiquity,  who 
'knew  inm  beft,  fecb  as  were^  amongft  many 
others,  Ditmjfim  Haliatmaffemy  Hirm^entSy  Tm*, 
titrcby  Lonpnm^-  Lucian^  Cicero,  ^f^ilumy  an<l 
Tbotm.    A$  for  C/rrr<r,  tho''  I  may  pretend  to 
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A  particular  Acquaintance  with  him  m^  £:1£^ 

4?<»tfi0»  FMifmk^  j^mjiHAVm  Laiti'^^s  and  ihe 
Hiftorians  ofhisown  Time^  than  to  my  own 
Sentiments  of  the  Matter.  As  what  J^have 
(aid  of  thefe  great  Men,  is  not  without  ibme 
Foundation^  io  I  am  willing  tg  perfuade  my 
felfi  4iaeb>  thife  Obfml^s.  Imay  *i^ 
Myiiare  cihitributici  td  their  bang  kixoWira!^ 
ter  another  manner^  than  they  ufually  are« 
And  it  may  be^  this  £>iibpufe  will  not  be  un« 
fenriceable  to  thofe  that  have  a  Love  and  Afi6« 
<Sion  for  ^ioqueoce^  in  order  to  re*iaiprinc 
upocr  f^eir  Minds^  the  Idea  afcfitsKobl^Art^ 
,£rom  the  Impreffions  that  may  be  taken  from 
fnc^  gieaieii  t^iKiniccers  cr  xr-  ztulz  eTC^  were  | 
and  it  may  be  of  fignal  Ufe  and  Advantage 
to  be  now  aq^  then  thus  rlmioded^  that  w« 
nay  frame  our  felves  after  luch  Great  and  No- 
ble Patfterns,  Some  may  alfQ  difcovtor  perhaps 
from  this  Difcourfe,  the  direti^  Paths  that  lead 
to  the  Attainment  of  Eloquence^  by  treading 
in  thefe,  thofe  great  Men  have  already  gone 
to;  and  tt^^  £ortraii3:ure9t  I  have  given  ol^ih^, 
may  piove  the  Criterions,  by  which  we  m% 
know,  who  are  the  Dermphme/^  and  the  Ckih 
r«'s  ot  our  Age^  if  there  \>k  4ny« 
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COMPARISON 

OF 

,  HdMBR.  and  ViRGfit. 

■  'mi.  •'■'hi  Ihi 

G  H  A  P.    I. 

Of  the  Valui  bf  the  turo  Toems  0/  Ha- 
uler and  Virgil. 

!P  all  the  Performances  Wan  is  ca- 
pable of;  ah  60ick  Took  is.  beyond 
aifoute,the  mpft  PerfeA  ana  Accom- 
plim'd  /  in  regard,  that  it  involves 
all  the  Excellencies  of  all  others.  This  is  the 
general  Opinion,;  of  all  the  Men  of  Learning  ^ 
Xrirf  Po-  *o"Sh  ArifiotUy  Mves  the  Preference  to  Tra- 
tL  C 1^*  S^dy  i  bccaufe,  me  Parts  of  it  are  of  a  lefs 
Extent,  and  bearing  a  more  juft  and  ]imited 
Proportion,  it  excites  a  lefs  languiihing  Plea* 
iiire.  However,  notwithftanding  this,  it  may 
fte  affirmed,  that  thofe  other  Advantages,  in: 
which  an  Utroick  Poem  exceeds  a  Dramatick, 
arc  fo  confiderable,  and  fo  univerfally  acknow-- 
ledgod  to  b^  fu«b^  that  thcra  is  no  Perfon  but 
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what  2s  gonvincds  that  it  is  the  moft  excdlent  r 
aodiQoft  traofcendent  Pi/sce  of  aUHomano  I 
Prpdudions.     So  that  the  Poems  of  iZcwerx 
2uui  f^U,  betiigj  by  the  Confent  of  all  Ages.  J 
the  moft  PsfkA  that  ever  appeared  in  that  kiod^ 
of  Writing ;  to  judge  which  ought  to  have 
the  Pre^rence  of  the  other  two,  is,  in  my  Opi« 
9ion,  to  decide  the  moft  important  Queflioik 
that  can  be  ad?ancd  in  Matters  of  Learning, 
and  peremptorily  to  determine,  which  is  the 
moft  Sublime  and  moft  Perfe  A.     For  none  fit  imfgni 
iyet  eter  equall'd  the  fublime  and  lofty  Geniiisi^  ^^^ 
jpf  th/efe  two  great  Men.    And,  if  we  may  ^^JJJ^ 
^rely  upon  the  Opinion  o^^mfilian,  the  moft  JmuUti^ 
Jitdi^ioos  of  all  the  Criticks,  there  is  nothing  m,  ^ 
comparable  to  H&mer  and  Vtr^H.    Having  given  f^^^  ^ 
a'  Charader  of  Homer,    after  the  moft  exad  S5eL^ 
Manner;  he  concludes,  that  none  but  one  of  fequi. 
the  moft  enlarged  Faculties  and  fublime  Parts,  I.  ip.c  r^ 
one  of  the  mo^  exalted  Soul,  cafj  comprehend  ^^^^ 
his  Merits    He  fays  ftill  more  than  all  this,  in 
Praifc  of  J'ir^i/. 

This  is  Kkewife  the  Judgment  of  one  of  the  ^^,  ^^i 
ipoft  I-sarned  Criticks  of  thefe  later  Ages,  who  ^SL^ 
ftiles  thefe  two  Authors,  the  two  Generals  and  w,  umer 
Sovereigns  of  all  the  Sciences :  Not  to  menti-  rmts"  Fir:- 
on  the  great  Approbation,  they  have  met  with  ^^^*»- 
froqa  two  of  the  moft  Learned  and  moft  Judi*  pr^f  j- 
^IQin  Princes  that  ever  were.    For  AUxandei^^  p>er£ 
to  do  juft  ^onours  fo  Homers  tiiad^  plac'd  it 
amongft  his  Jewels,  in  that  riph  and  admirable 
Cabinet  of  Oi^fWs,  which  he  fo^nd  amongft  ^]L^«^'«' 
the  Spoils  after  the  Defeat,  frying,  th^it  he^^'^ 
cou'd  not  think  of  a  more  proper  Repofitory  m^i^^ 
tor  a  work  fo  Valuable,  for  a  Piece  the  mo^^MfumdXf, 
Bxquifite  that  ever  the  Wit  of  Man  cou'd  con-^"»4  iwi^l 
tx\Y^i .  And  jiugufim  gave  a  remarkable  In-  ^^L^ 
fiance  Qfthq  8^5^^  Value  apd?ftee«i^.9  ha4pUn,c,i^/ 
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for  die  ^Ab$Ai  aik>Te  all  other  f hitigsj.  iy  the 
IflBfiadence  he  9x<m%  and  the  UtfeaTtDefs  he 
WM  under  of  feeing  it  white  Virgil  w^s  alive; 
and  by  the  Cam  he  took  of  it  after  hit  death. 
Bot  not  to  infifty  I  fay^  upon  the  Authority  of 
theft  two  Great  and  Learned  I^^inces^  it  may 
^  H»'  he  alBrm'd;  that  there  were  never  any,  two 
««?»«^««- ferfow  ot  equal  Merit  celebrated  with  more 
^!Smii   general  Applaufe,  than  thefe- two  great  Genii 
^aH      have  ever  bm  j  and  there  has  not  been  Icno  wn^ 
jaMfMM  ever  fmce  their  firft  Appearance  in  the  World,  \ 
pejufft^ef^  throoghoutthat  whole  TraA  of  time;  any  one  \ 
tS^    Perfoft  that  has  dar'd  Difpote  their  Merit,  / 
fui  irumh  withoQt  doing  great  diftooourtb  htmfelf,  and 
tf»-       by  fo  irrational  a  Prefuraption,  betraying  hit 
a^  ic  ^^^  Weaknefs  and  Ignorance. 


CHAP.    IL 

^tgy  wlTat  manner  we  9Ught  U  confider 
thefe  two  ^oemsj  in  order  to  makf  d 
rt^ht  Judgment  of  them. 


I 


M  eiaminiftg  the  Poems  o?  Homer  and  f'h^ 
X  t^^i  ^  A^^^'  ^^  fptnd  any  time  in  fpeaking 
6(  their  I*erfons,  and  the  Circumftances  of 
ApfiwPr§.  ^Mk  Lives,  becanfe  we  know  little  6r  nothing^ 
4ridjf  of  the  PeriTon  of  fitmer ;  only,  that  he  under^ 
^1^  tooija  Voyage  into  vSffft^  to  ftudy  the  Scien- 
JJ^^ofr  ces  under  that  People,  who  were  the  firft 
^nim  Maflfers  of  Learning  in  the  World,  as  J^o^mrm 
Hmrnniy  Situkfs  affures  us,  in  the  firft  Book  ofWs  Hifto* 
2r^  ?JJ.^/*  ry.  ^^fi^  brags  in  ?%,  that  he  hsd,  by  En- 
fiSa?;;  «hihwi^hts,.  wH'd  vp  the  Qboft  of  khmer,  to 
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h9  iahtm*Jii  what  Coumiy  he  was  of.  But  in 
nin^  for  we.  are  ftill  in  douht  as  to  thai  point. 
HowcY^r^  I  may  venture  (o  fay^  chat  of  all 
the  WifeaA4Iiearne4Menof  Anquky^  Hmer 
ak>iie,  ium&  co  me  the  moft  Admirable^  and 
Ap  Moft  locomi^ehen^e.  He  was  the  fii^ 
Matter^  and  the  (irft  Model  of  Learned  Mea. 
He  ^iRW  rborh  a  Philofopher  and  afi  Or^tor^ 
gtmg  us  both  the  Prece^^s  of  Philof^i^y  airi 
Eloquence.  We  cannot  jearn  who  were  his 
Annits,  what  his  Country ^  where  he  Studied^ 
or  whece  he  Uv4i  There  is  nothing  in  all  1 
reCpeAsib  great  a  Myflery^  as^ts  great  Man. 
The  PhtIo£>phy  which  Flato  has^^en  os»  in 
h]fiTreati&.  upon  the  Soul,  which  is  his  heft 
Piece,  was  not  fo  nwich  taken  Gam  the  ^y£irf- 
titms^  ^sJamUiem^ui^dPmfbp'fpretwd,  asbom 
JOmer^  we  hare  no  Author  fo  Ancient  as  this 
Poet,  exQwt  only  Mpftf.  He  has  been  fo  Mo^ 
deftj  asfeoUynodiingofbklfelf,  ofiiisCouBr. 
try,  or  theTtaies  he  U?'din;  a  piece  of  Jfuftseq 
ib  due  eo  ones  fdf,  that  no  one  die.  ever  omic* 
ted  it.  As  for  VirgH^  we  have  learnt  {ome-r 
what  mofe  t>f  him  j  we  knom  that  being  a  Per^^ 
fon  of  mean  Birtl^  he  wrought  hhnfelf  into 
Favtmr  widi  Agftfim^  to  whom  he  jnade  hi^ 
Court.  We  cannot  but  read  his  Life  in  Strvi^ 
mi  and  his  other  Comnientators ;  fo,  that  I 
ifaall^owconiineniyielf  tpthe  Poems  of  thefe 
two  gceat  Authors,  for  ^ris  from  their  Works, 
that  (dbe  Companfon  is  to  be  made* 

Amongftche  Learned  of  thefe  latjbif  Ages, 
that  have  pretended  td  give  their  Opinion  up-^ 
on  the  Poems  of  /imer  and  Virgil^  and  to  draw 
the  Parelldi  between  them. ;  the  moR  confide-^ 
raUe  are,  Aiacr$Um^  jUlf^f  Scatiger,  and  JFm/^ 
^m  TJrfinm.  But  as  they  have  examined  tfaofe 
Pieces  meerly  as  Grsffmwrisw.  fa  they  have 
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fail'd  iti  a  right  Judgment  of  tbem,  by  makii^ 
their  RefleAions  upon  the  exterior  and  fuper* 
jflcial  Parts  only^  Wkhout  giving  t&emfelves  the 
trouble  of  feafching  to  the  Bottdm.  This  De- 
£i»lt^  hath^  in  a  great  nleafare^  hindred  the 
Leak'ned  from  paffin^  a  right  Judgment  u]^ 
them.*  and  the  Prejudice  they  cottceiVdand 
fcherilh'd  in  Favour  of  Horner^  hath  perfeAIy 
furpriz'd  and  confounded  all  thofe  that' made 
pretenfions  to  a  Share  in  the  Glory  of  being 
thought  Learned.  For  it  is  very  well  knowh^ 
that  thofe  that  aflfeA  the  Reputarion  of  Men  of 
Learning^  look  up6n  the  declaring  their  Opi« 
iiion  in  Favour  of  Homer,  and  giving  him  the 
Preference  to  Virgil,  as  a  great  piece  of  Honour 
done  to  themfelves^  and  what  is  enopgh  to 
make  them  confiderable  in  the  World  f  becaufe 
a  Judgment  like  this^  argues  them  to:bc  Men 
6f  Senfe.  And  'sis  there  is  indeed  requir  d  a 
.  more  profound  Knowledge  of  things^  a  great- 
ter  fha're  of  Learnif^,  in  order  to  Form  a  Judlg- 
^T^ent  of  Homer,  th^nof^Virtril}  fo  Men  think 
themfeWes  morediftinguiib'dfrom  the  common 
Sort,  and  that  they  have  given  the  Wodd  s^ 
true  Taffe  of  their  Pam  and  Abilities,  by 
giving  the  Preference  to'  the  one  before  tBe 
other.  '  -''  ^'^^ 

This  U  a  Prejudice  a  Man  ought  to  take 
great  care  to  rid  himfelf  Well  of^  let  his  Parts 
,  be  what  they  will  j  Secadfe^  fometimes  People 
are  better  able  to  Judge  of  things,  when  they 
chemfidves  think  th^  are  not,  wtdch  is  aiTum- 
ing  to  tbemfelves  ah  Authority  they  have  ho 
Title  to^  For  Preiiimptioh  commonly  deprives 
the  Min4  of  the  Liberty  of  Jodgihglmpartially, 
knd  with  that  Indifference/  that  is  reqnifiti  in 
order  to  make  a  true  Judgment.  This  is  the 
Cdurfe  I  defign  to  take,  co  pn^ventalLBrejii- 
.  ^    '  '.  .'  dice 
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4ide  in  the  Liberal  ftiA  life  <)f  Jodgiiig  upon 
ati  Examination,  oi  what  will  occur  on  this 
&ibJ6d.  And  here  I  declare,  that  I  pretend 
€0  no  more  than  bardy  to  give  yoa  my  Ob- 
fervatiQiiisandllemarks  upon  the  Poems  of  thefe 
two  Authors,  and  fo  leave  them  to  thofe  that 
are  better  sldird  in  this  fort  of  Learning,  to 
make  what  Dedfion  they  pleafe  upon  them. 

But  to  enter  upon  the  Quefiion,  and  difcufs 
it  thoroughly,  I  Ihail  not  in  the  leaft  ftick  to 
own,  as  previous  to  what  will  be  hereafter 
laid.  That  Bmer,  has  a  largefr  and  more  noble 
Foundation  to  bdld  upon  than  Firgil  i  that  his 
Charadttv  are  more  extended ;  that  he  hasf  1 
more  Grandeur,  and  more  of  the  Sublime  1 1 
that  he  Paints  things  better ;  that  his  Images 
are  more  finiih'd  and  perfeA  Pieces  j  that  his  - 
BLefledions  have  more  Morality  in  them,  and 
are  more  Sententious ;  that  his  Fanpy  is  richer  1 
and  more  pregnant,  his  Wit  more  univerfal  |  ' 
that  he  is  a  Mafter  in  all  Profeffions,  Poet^  | 
Orator,  Mathematician,  Philofopher,  Aftro*  ^ 
SKxmer,  Geographer,  Artizan,  as  he  pleafes; 
that  he  entertains  us  with  more  Variety  in  the 
^  Management  of  his  Fable  ;  that  he  has  more 
of  that  ImpetuoHcy,   that  raifes  and  elevates 
the  Fancy ;  that  his  Expreflions  have  more 
Life,  more  Strength,  and  Energy  in  them; 
that  he  is  of  a  more  happy  Genius ;  and  hal  | 
more  the  Temper  and  Complexion  of  a  Poet ; 
that  his  Verfes  are  more  pompous  and  flately  ; 
.  that  they  more  delight  the  Ear  of  thofe  that 
nnderftand  the  Beauty  of  Poetry,  yi;tth  tb«ir 
Numbers  and  Cadence  j  that  he  is  more  Natu«  ^ 
ral^  his  greateft  Art  beii)g  to  feem  to  be  with- 
out Art,  Painting  every  thing  after  Nature. 
^ut  ^Cter  all,  to  Form  a  Judgment  on  thefe 
Confiderations,  when  there  are  other  things 
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bore  Etifeofial  t\m  deferte  our  Examittr^oA; 
is  tajadge  of  Hmmt  and  ^i^  only  ftom  what 
is  imft  foperfidal  iii  tfmr  Woifcs,  as.  the 
GMMMfTMii/ have  done. 

To  Form  then  a  re^daar  Judgment  jn  this 
Cafe^  and  nioaly  to  Snaoe^die  Qoefiien)  we 
maft  be^ti-  wkh  an  Enfaity  oonoeraing  an 
Efu^  Poem^  wliac  it  is,  what  ia  its  Matteit^  ^s 
Porm^ ^ri  End^  and  iai other  Parts? 
Poet,  c  ^  The  l^m^f^  lays  Arifiuk^  Is  an  imttatiQSi^ 
or  a  Dmoght^  or  Portraiture  of  an  lUufhiotts 
h£(km.  This  is  oommoh  with  Imffiy^  bnt 
with  4Ms  difierenoe^  chat  die'  one  imicates  by 
Repiefentttian,  the  other  hy  Nairsttiim..  So 
that  its  MKter  is  Hmid,  A^m,  its  Form  FaUe, 
its  Ehd  che  Inftruaiom  of  Princes  and  <ican- 
^ees^t:  .,      . 

Let  lis  now  examine  the  Poems  of  Hmmr 
and  Virply  according  tq  thefe  Rnles,  and  upon 
.tliefe  Piiiidptes^  and  thk  we  may  nor  be  mi- 
llaken  and  err^  let  usr  not  cotifider  diefe  great 
Works  by  Pieces  and  Fr|gmems;  ttm  not 
examine  thefe  two  Authors  by  their  I>e(cnpci- 
ons^  their  Similitodes,  and  their  Epithets,  for 
f hefe  are  onty  the  Saperficial  Parts  of  tliem  j 
but  let  OS  fearch  into  what  is  moft  Eflemial  in 
diem,  as  to  the  Defignand  Execution.  And 
to  do  this  methodicaliy,  liet  us  keep  to  the  Or- 
der of  the  ^rts  of  an  JS^ibPoem^  lyhsch^  as 
^Sfictle  ranges  them ,  are  Fsbkt,  Mm^^ 
Xhiuikts^  and  W^rir.  Let  ds  now  then  ihaw 
out  Colnparifon  between  Hmw  and  Vk%A^ 
from  theft  Rules^  and  according  to  thifrOider^ 
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A  Compari/on  between  tH  two  Fabks  itf 
the  Iliad,,  and  ifce  iEneid. 

LET  11$  iegin  Wkh  ft*fe  wWtfc  is  'the 
firft  of  the  Fares  of  an  Epkk  Tctm ;  ami 
cMifider  that  of  the  WaJ.  and  th^e  of  the 
i/BneiJ^  as  they  both  lie  Naked  ^dUnveU'd; 
Rife  and  SmfHe.  without  their  EfifhJes. 

The  Fable  m  the  OiaJ  is,  that  one  of  the 
Chiefs  of  theOreirlM  Army^  betog  dHratisfie4 
with  the  General,  retires  from  the  Camp, 
wiiibottt  confidering  Ins  Doty,  or  hearkning  to 
Reafon,or  the  Adnce  of  his  Friends;  and  deierts 
d»ft  Ptiblick  Intereft  and  that  of  the  State,  to 
indolge  a  Surly  Morofe  Hamour,  and  yield 
himfelf  up  to  the  Violence  of  his  Refentments : 
His  Enemies  taka  the  Advantage  of  this  hi$ 
AUence,  and  grow  too  powerful  fol*  his  Party, 
and  come  oiF  Vi^rious  in  fcveral  SkirmilKet 
with  them,  killing  at  laft  his  beft  Friend, 
Upon  this  he  takes  up  Arms  again,  in  order  to 
revenge  his  Death,  andPaffion  hurries  him  on 
towhatReafon  coud  never  prevail  upon  him 
to  do.  In  the  End,  he  Inlls  the  Captain  of 
his  Enemies.  This  is  the  FaWe  of  the  Siad. 
i^bftraded  from  the  EfifcJes,  and  defpoil'd  ofal!  » 
Its  Ornaments^ 

•  The  Fable  of  the  t/£neiJy  is  this.  A  Pnnc^i 
IbrcM  to  fy  upon  the  Dcfolation  of  his  Coun- 
trey,  wanders  up  and  down  the  World,  in  or^ 
der  to  make  a  new  Eftabliftiment.  He  makes 
his  Oods.  and  his  Fa^er,  the  Cotppanions  of 
Kisli*^ht.    The  <3odsmov'd  lyith  the  Royal 
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SiiflFerer's  Piety,  intereft  tbemfelves  in  the  Seat- 
ing him  in  the  Nobleft  aqd  moft  Beaucifbl  part 
fof  the  Woild  ;  and  tfaas  he  becomes  the  Foon* 
der  of  the  moft  flourifliing  Empire  that  eyer 

Let  us  now  make  a  Compaiiion  between 
^tbefetwo  Fables,  and  meafure  the  Grandeur 
of  the  two  Heroes,  by  that  of  their  Adions. 
The  Aaion  of  AetiOef,  isdeftra^ive  of  his 
Country,  and  of  his  own  Party,  asi  Hamar  him- 
felf  acknowledges :  That  of  o£»e4r,  is  of  fig« 
nal  Adirantagp  and  Glory  to  his  Country  ;  the 
Motive  of  the  former,  is  Paflton ;  of  the  Ut** 
t(?r,  Vertae.  The  A^on  of  Achilles,  is  occa« 
fion  d  by  the  Death  of  Patroelm ,  his  befk 
!triend  :  The  AAion  of  t/Emsf,  by  the  Liber- 
ty he  endeavoured  to  obtain  for  his  Gods  and 
|us  Father,  and  upon  the  Safety  he '  laboured 
p>  procure  to  thofe  that  \i^ere  the  Companions 
of  t^is  Misfortunes.  The. one  is  Heroick,  (hM 
is,  iibove  the  ordinary  Vertue  of  Mat),  for  fo 
ArifiotU  defines  Heroick  Vertue  in  his  Etbkh : 
The  other,  b  not  fo  much  as  Rational,  but 
implies  a  Charader  of  Brutality,  which,  ac* 
cording  to  the  f^me  Arijlotle,  is  a  Vice  diredly 
qppofite  to  ^eroicH  Vertue  j  for  a^  the  one 
is  alcove  (he  Klj(n,  fo  the  otl^er  is  far  belou^ 
him. 

'jphe  Action  ott>£ntai,  is  more  perfed  thaq 
that  oiAcbiHes ;  it  puts  a  Period  to  Affairs,  by 
the  Death  of  Tumm  ;  whilft  that  of  AcbiUts^ 
terminates  no  where  \  the  Siege  of  Troy  laft^ 
;|  full  Year  ^fter  HeSors  p^ath.  Which  gave 
pccafion  to  ^intui  Calaber^  and  Txyptdodorm  an 
^gjpian^  who  writ  upon  Hmtr,  to  obfer^e^ 
f hat  the  Ulad  was  imperfcA,  becaufe  It  termi* 
nated  not  in  HeBor's  Death],  which  ought  tQ 
"^      hav^  |>een  the  pfftn^  ^^no^*   ^^td  thus,  f^ron^ 
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Wlia^  i>art  foevet  you  cake  your  View  of  tfaid 
tM£ne$d^  Vou'll  find  that  it  concludes  more  hap«* 
pily^  and  that  its  great  Period^  which  is^  as  k 
were^  the  Confummatibn  of  all^  is  more  full 
i(nd  compleat  than  that  of  the  J/W»  <  ^ 

But  ifwe  wili  give  our  feWes  the  trouble  to 
cx)niider,  how  much  ConduA^  Invention,  Per*  ^ 
ipicacicy  and  Wit,  muft  confpire  together  ia 
the  Choice  of  a  SnbjeA,  that  makes  the  Ro* 
9Hans  to  defcend  from  the  Blood  of  the  Gods, 
and  particularly  Angupm^  under  whofe  Reign 
the  Poet  writ,  and  whom  he  f(>  agreeaUy  Flat- 
ters with  this  PMmiie  of  an  Empire,  that  was 
to  be  Eternal,  what  Beauty,  what  Grandeur, 
and  What  Excellency  fliaU  we  meet  with  in 
that  admirable  Choice,  which  Tifgr/has  made  ?  ^^^f^^ 
Ahd  what  is  there  to  be  found  comparable  to  ^S!^^ 
it,  in  that  of  Htrntr  ?  For  as  there  was  never  i^jJI; 
any  Author  that  has  done  more  Honour  to  his  *H{Jbr« 
Country  by  his  Works,  than  Virpl^  in  attribu* 
ting  to  the  Remans  a  Divine  ExtraAion,  and 
an  Eternal  Poftericy,  according  to  the  Decrees 
of  Fate  ;  fo  it  may  be  faid  of  Hmer,  that  he 
'  has  difgracd  his  County,  by  choofmg  for  his 
Heroe,  a  Perfon  that  was  the  Defirudion  of 
fo  many  brave  Men,  whom. he  facrific'd  to  his 
Grief  and  Difcontent.    This  gave  Plats  an  oc-  V  tra  a 
cafion  of  fincUng  ib  much  fault  with  that  Anger  ^^^i^  fi^ 
of  AthUUsy  the  confequence  whereof^  prov'd  ^^^  f^h 
foDrcjudieial  to  the  Gmib,  as  T^alias  fince^yi,^' 
obierv'd  after  hint  in  his  Ofufcda.  FUtom. 

Yet  it  may  be  faid  in  tiomer^sticnts,  for  hirTaff 
haviAg  made  that  Paifioh  the  Subfecft  of  his  PP"^"^* 
Poem,  that  the  Anger  and. Fury  of  the  Ancip 
en t  Heroes,  befoite  the  Meeknefsand  AfFabi- 
Kty,  which  Chriftianity  teaches,  appear'd  in 
the  World,  was  neither  a  Weaknefe  nor  a  Do* 
liuk/as7;^^ieemitoinfinuate  in  his  Dialogue 
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ofVirtuie.  :tt  fpwr$kh  M  ks  pt  mriimo  a 

tame  Jimofiri  ^p$  U  morti  4i  Dmrki  ml  fiffm9 
fonatu  A  m$glk^  €080  wkhlre.  .  A  €ert0it§^  Trsit- 
fc&fJem^  rf  A^eir  wms^  9t^rilm$fi  to  Hei€Mles> 
Achtll^  kf^Xp.  mtd  mht^  Hmits.  And  Akn(i- 
ander  himfi^y  nHmtbp0t$Afg  ^i  Ins  fri€€fts  4 


tima  ieCmfterdMd  SffWd  kk  It^jt^  m  ufm 
tbt  Desa  ^Dtrtiis,  Tvhmkfmvd  fi  m$cb  «#t 
fpa  ta  his  Wife  tmiUf^bm.  Bot  as  tbeiamci 
flma  obfenret  J  Aogef  ;is  aoc  a  Virtue^  fattt 
when  k  fakes  up  Artoi  in  the  Deian^r  of  Rm* 
fon^  fr<HDa  whetia  sic  may  bo  tofcr'd^  chat  thti 
bi  JMks,  was  not  apoa  any  aoGOuoe  Vbiiir 
ous,  (loce  k  was  far  Irosi  ^mng  Ratipiui),  u 
Tnjfo  affures  usy  in  the  iecond  Book  of  hisr  C^ 
m£ii  P«yv  ^  Htmnrmm  Ai  ?$rfms  di  Jgsmem^ 
him  ci  metta  inanzi  d  ^i  oecbi  emafigf§r4  £lla  rs^ 
gione  depTMXMta :  E  een  queUa  /  JtcUSe  tmagin^ 
dett  ira  Jimdirata,  &  frafoj^mii  i  termini  frefsriui 
daUa  regitme.  b  affears  th^f,  Hower,  in  the  Vetk^ 
ion  0f  i^ganmnnon^  fitphfpre  tm  Em  an  imuM 
vfdifrmd  lUafm  ;  and,  in  than  tf  AchiUdS^  m 
tiStmte  efEx^effnn  Anger ^  andfrnb  Oitranfiends  the 
p^cfWd  Bmmi^m  if  Re^ifon.  Thus  Vi  Firgif 
more  Happy  in^  satd  Kems  no  htre  g^in'd  more 
Glory>  boch  to  himfelf  and  faU  Coonoy »  by 
the  lubjeA  Matter  of  hk  Poetriy  and  confep 
^qnently  hk  ChiMce  k  more  Prudent  a9d  Jndi-^ 
cioD«5  than  that  of  £GMwr.  And  as  to  thiK  Tir 
de  oihtKorahky  which  Hnrnce  has  given  MbH^ 
he,  'tk  not  fo  Virtaoos  as  ow  Language  makea 
it.  hexetoMm  in  iMkm,  does  not  ^aify  fp 
much  a  Man  that  is  untnAaUe^  s»  one  diat 
Ittiows  bow  ta  Defend  and  &ttpp<»r  the  P^^ 

y  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


Homer  imi  Virgil.  127 

ty  H«Vcngiig'd'iiu   And  thUii^di«QMnd 
GlMca^Uc  of  Hwwr's  H^eroe,  that  Ikb  is  ink-    / 


C  HAP.      IV;  '}■■'■ 
^  '0mparifpn  ketweert  the  two  Heroes. 

THEiA^ticvi  pijUiifUs^  being  £xMwbai; 
moce  wonderful  and  furpri^iiig^  (baa 
1;^  of  •4PiiMr»  lA  f Qg»od^  that  it  2$  wholly 
fliamgii  J^y  tMin  hupfel^  wicboDC  any  Aifift- 
aDc#  0f^  CompaiWi  ^^  ^^  ^  l^re^nce  iDjr 
0f Jibfcace; fronrihe  Aimyj  occafioQs  aU.cbe 
iudf ao»^e$  ami  £)ii&€ivamae«s  ta.his  Party  { 
every  one^  will  be  itidin  d  ac  firft^.  ijo  allow  tho   ^  ' 
Bcemenoe*  Buc  upon  a  Nicer  View^it  will  not 
be.fi>  4  aad  when  we  have  given  our  felves  the 
Leifiire  10  look  more  narrowly  inp  things^  and 
ibaU  have  ftridly  esumin'd  theie  two  HeiE>e6j 
we  Aall  form  a  ^ediffe^m  Judgments  The 
firft  0b£ervatkm  to  be  made^  in  order  toth* 
^clearing  up  of  this  Poiuk,  i%  tha(io  all  pro» 
babiUcy^  k  wa&  .not  the  Defigii  and  Intent  of 
Homer,  to  give  ns  ^n.his  Hero^  the  Ide^  of  a 
great   CoaunaAder^  M   of  aa  accompli&M  Pmiifm^ 
\  Prince  ;  but  to  Ikew  us  bow  pre}udici4  Pit  ^  id^^dk 
\  cordis  to  any  V^ii^y.  and  fo  to  make  aDraught  ^^^  ^^; 
'  of  an  AAioD  at  the  fame  time  terrible  and  won-  rMvi^ii$f4 
derfiiL    This  is  the  Opi»o«  of  Taff^y  10  ht^  attmt. 

In  which  he  ha*  not  imitated  Xemfbm,  who  ^^^"^ 
in  the  Defcrip(ion  he  gives  us  of  m#  Prince^ 
the  great  Cyrm^ .  to^  snake  an  abfobitely  acconv- 
pliiIi'dPerteaof.Mm>  confines  bimfelfnotto 
«rathofthsngv  biittotheIdQ».iiig9ii&fkLpf  a 
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cbmifleac  Prince,  accdtding  to  the  KvXti  of 
y:  \  jiriJfofU  ifluhii  Poetry,  who  vioM  bave«hd 

Poet,  in  the  Reprefentations  and  Defcriptioiif; 
he  makes,  draw  Perfons,  not  as  they  adiaaliy 
are,  but  as  they  really  ought  to  be.  ^Aiid  Thfd; 
in  the  fifth  Book  ot  his  Laws,  tells  us,  that 
Imitation  is  not  to  be  made,  but  from  things 
in  themfeWes  moft  accompHfh'df  Befides,  as 
a  Pidure  in  a  juft  and  regular  tmiutlon,  ought 
to  be  like  its  Original ;  To  ought  not  this  Ori- 
ginal to  be  anr  one  Man  of  Prince  in  pardcn- 
lar ;  but  the  Idea  of  a  Prince,  or  accompUffi'd 
Perlon  in  general.  According  co  this  Model, 
hath  Plato  drawn  from  the  perfeA  Idea  of  a 
juft  Man,  Xefiapbofi  6f  a  Prince,- and  Ckero  of 
an  Orator,  by  attributing  to  each  of  thefe 
what  was  moft  tranfcendent  ib  the  Idea  the^ 
formed  to  themfelves  of  each  of  them* 

And  hence  it  appears,  that  not  only  H(9m# 
alone,  has  not  follow'd  this  Maxim,  in  the  fra- 
ming of  his  Heroe,  by  making  him  {txhfeA  to 
great  Weakneifes.  and  notorious  Imperfe^ 
ons,  4nftead  of  inlerting  into  the  Idea,  he  p^e^ 
tends  to  give  of  him,  the  Confummation  of/all 
Virtues,  according  to  the  Precept  of  Paul  Beni^ 
in  his  Academical  Diicourfes :  NelPoema  Htnietf^ 
ctmtHent  effrinm  l' iJia  ii  fifftttiffmo  Cafitfno  : 
i  wro  format  Heroe ^  in  iUi  fia  U  eolmo  di  tufte  h 
vhrtu  militari  e  cvvili.  h$  m  Herokk  P^eW,  'tk 
requipe  you  fiould  ixfrefs  the  Idea  ef  a  mofi  hitfiSf 
Commander^  or  formfucb  an  Heroe y  in  wbomfliould 
ietbe  hiigbt  ^  ai  Vinuesy  Militarf  and  Crkl. 

And  this  is  a  very  confiderable  Advantage, 
thztyirgil  had  over  Homer.  For,  whereas  the  lat- 
ter had  not,  for  the  forming  of  his  Hei'oe  any 
other  Idea,  than  that  of  the  Virtue  of  Hetculeij\o£ 
Tbefem^  or  of  fome  other  Perfon  of  thqfe  early 
tiotesj  Who  were  lUnown'^  in  the  Woi^d>  only 
•      -  for 
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forth^r  bodi^  Strength  iM  Vigoar }  it  UJtO 
wonder  if  there  be  iueh  ;ii'£)efea^as  to  Morals^ 
in  the  Heroe  he  halh  giv£p  tis^^  !h  reference 
to  which  he  fonti'd  him,'  tiiere  being  not  to  be 
met  with  in  thofe  Day^^  either  in  t^e  Hecords' 
ofHtftory,  or  intibote,  ihy  Idei  of  Moral 
Virtue;  Anid  as  Mankind  knew  of  rio  greater 
£neihiesto  pppofe,  than  Mbnftets  annWild 
Bealh^  fo  there  needed  only  good  robuft  Bo- 
dies,  and  good  Armour^  to  give  a  Man  a  juft 
pnetence  to  the  Title  of  a  Heroe.  They  were 
Ignorant  of,  and  unacquainted  with,  ifi  that 
Age  of  the  Worlds  thbfe  more  terriUe  and 
dangerous  Enemies,  their  own  Paflions,  tod 
their  own  Delires  {and  Moderation  atid  Jii* 
ftice  were  Virtues  net  knoWn  in  thofe  <lark 
limes  in  whieh  tfMlf*  writ;    . 

^^ff,  befidfts  the  Advantage  he  had  ^f  fortn-  \ 
ing  ms  Hero,  from  the  two  Heroes  of  Hmer^ 
that  is,  firbm  the  Valour  of  AcbilUt^  and  the 
Prudence  oiVl)jfe$^  had  ilfo  the  Advantage  of 
intermixSitg  the  Gallatnf  ry  ofAjax^  the  Wiidom 
of  Ne/tor^  the  Indefatigable  Patience  of  Dhme*^ 
des,  and  ail  thofe  other  Virtues,  of  which 
Homer  has  drawn  the  Ch^rafters  ih  his  two 
Poems:  and  of  Re-uniting  to  allthefe,  yet 
£irther,  thofe  feveral  Virtues  which  he  bad 
obferv'd  in  all  other  lUuftrious  Men,'  as  in 
TbemifiocUs^  Epamhmiiss,  Alexander,  Hannibal^ 
Jfifftrtia,  and  in  a  Number  of  others  of  Fo* 
rdgn  Nations,  as  alfo  what  he  had  found  moft 
remarkable  in  the  Gharaders  of  HoratsHe^  Co- 
miBm,  Seifio,  Serterim,  ^^Mi  ^^f^^  ^"^  <>^aU 
the  Heroes  of  his  own  country^  Had  not 
then  Vkpl  an  infinitely  more  noble  Ground'^ 
work  to  raife  an  acGomplifh'd  Heroe  upon^ 
than  Homer}  Thus  the  Painter  ZeHXu\  ii« 
nifli'd  chat  Famous  Pi^re  afHikns.  which  her 

i;  ha4 

y  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


I  j^Q  4  Comj^arifm  ^ 


li 


bad  .ttod«r(ake0^  aod  whkh  wts  injedd^  the 
mdl'adimf^dPeice  of  that  Age,  with  greacer 
Suqosjjs^  aod  a&ec  a  more  compleat  aiMl  ccuft 
iSiviiL^i^^^an  did  AfeUes  that,  of  MiMi ;.  bc« 
QiK^Z^niiCM  form'4  bb  Idea  from  attche  Petfe* 
Aioa&  he  had  fpuod  lo  tfae<  m^  celebcated 
Beaudes  ;Qr  his  Tiise,  whereas  jd(^/  &na*d 
ht(^  Uq?'  only  ^MA  hi^  cMKrn  pwe  Imagifiattofi ; 
which  bq  foiuid:  lo  &il  in  his  Defign>for  he  was^ 
£or<j'd  to  leave  hi»  Piece  impeffeA^  beuig  ccm«- 
vinc^dj,  that  he  waa  not  aUe  te  gire  a:  fioiAiittg; 
Stroke «  equal  to  choie  Nice  Touches,  of  hie 
Hand  he  bad  (how'd  iO'  the  bceioniftf^ 

ThU  Inequality  ip  the  Sub^;  I  an.  now 
t;eacing,,ofj  wiU:  fiUI  ipgiear  mwdkmoce  eVi^ 
denCy  if  we  will  but  giw  our  febres;,dietcaii^ 
file  of  comparing  the  GharaAer, :  wllieh'£b«rfl 
baa^^u^  o£  A$bilhf^  wkh  that  wbicb^  Virgil 
has.g|Uren  u&  of  t^£mas.  AciiS^  iebflaire,  mit 
wj&h4)  HsiQy^  Impetuous^  Furiouiy  Paffionate^ 
Violenty.Udajufty  liiexorable^  a  Conteomec  of 
aH  hd^r,  and  one  that  places  Ufe  Eeafon  kn 
eh^Sword  he  wearsj^  h^fideit    . 

HM^Ac.Pbeti 

Sc/n^nifig  aU  Judgtity  sniak  Lawslmt  jhfm\, 

£.of  IlolboHmoo^ 

Befidcs  alltbefe.  eMdltf  t  QoaUdefr^  whicii 
ce«(aipl;  are  no^  Very  gfeat  Arsximems*  of  m 
Heroe^^  be  (bows  a  groat  deal  of  Cruelty  and 
BarJ^iari^,  in  relation  lothe  Body  of  ihS«r^ 
ev«n  co^fkch  a  degree,  as  to  make:  it  hisDirer^ 
&^  to  Exereiie  hssrVengeaoGerupDait  j  and 
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but  of  aft  unoargllerdpdcc  of  Goyctt)ttfecfi,be 
Sells,  ib  the  Affli^ed  and  Pil^oniolate  F^her^ 
the;  Body  of  his  Son.  t  fhatl  hot  fay  any  thing 
6f  his  iitxittlbg,  with  a  Lighth^is  not  to  be  Par- 
doned, thfit  jreat  and  generousi  ^nterpria^^ 
und^ifak6n  by  igehefal  C^nqibioatioh  of  all 
Gfieiie^  lipofi  the'  account  of  a  Female  Captive. 
tot  whopi  Ke  givei  hijiifelf  up^to  "tearS  ihd  fid. 
CothBlaihti,  i^iih  all  the  Demonitrations  of 
tVcaknefs  arid  Felly.    In  (be 


Been  fo  highly  celebfafed  throughout  all 
s»  is  ^e  very  £pitdnie  of  Impeffe<^onl 


WW  w*iv*iwi,  *»u>.  *  w.y .    *t*  ^drt^  this  Heroe  bf 
Bahfet.  whofis  Reputatio^is  fb  Qreitj;  |hd  wtio 

:fias  bee  ^-     ^  .  - 

Ages, 
and  Vices. 

j^ut  ofi  the coft^fary,  Virgit  uhitesahd  coii- 
{bios  all  ih^  VirtuM  in  t|ie  ponriatiirti  ef  ht^ 
Hefbe  \    He  givej;  him  Religion  towards  the 
Gbd^,  Piety  towards  hi^  Cbflntor,^  Tchdernc6    /rf  JL.  \ 
andFrieridlbip  towards  his  Relations,  and  Equi-   -^^^-"'^  "" 
ty  and  juftice  toiifards  All.    He  is  andiuntcd 
in  time  of  Danger,  Patient  in  Labours^  Coii- 
ragibis  wtien  bcc^pni  require,  arid  Wudent  in 
the  Management  of  Affairs;    In  fine.  He  ii  ^  *>^  c-^^c 
Good,,Peaceabte,  Liberah  Eloquent,  penteel^^^ft^^j^^^^^H 
and  Civil :    Hfc  Air  arid  Mien  -is  all-  Gran-  ^^  ",  ^       . 
deur  arid  Majefty  j  arid  that  Ke  may  Hot  Want      ('^   '  "^  *  ^  i 
any  of  thofe  Qualifications,  which  might  eoft- 
tribute  towards  the  Accomplishment  ota  great 
Perfbrtj  he  is  Fortunate,    lli§ne^  gives  D;V&  a 
Charaffcr  ol  (dm  in  thcfe  two  Verfes,  which 
taay   be^  oppos'^d  to    thofe  two   of  U^racif  ^ 
*vhicfi  are  thfe  Pbrtrai<5lure  ofJdilles. 

keoi  er^  i/$niai  nohii^  ^t^ju/iifr  aiiir 
iiec  fstfaiefuity  Hie  hello  major  &  arnm* 

k  i  -^ncal 
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JEneas  was  our  Vrinee^  ajufier  Lord^ 
Or  mhler  Warrimir  never  arcw^wcrd. 

(Pj)At.  Dryden* 

Thefe  are  the  three  Sovereign  Qoalities , 
which  make  up  his  Eflential  Charader^  Re* 
ligion^  Jofiice,  and  Valour^  and  which  were 
Fhgmi  eminently  confpicuous  in  Augufim^  and  were 
fvmMi.  tjje  Principal  Virtues  of  that  good  and  great 
FHncipm,  Emperouf,  whom  he  has  fo  lively  exprefrd  in 
mmfium  '  all  the  Lineaments  and  Features  of  the  Heroe^ 
nmufaltim  whofe  PiAure  he  has  Drawn  and  Infcrib'd  to 
cimipere  y^i^^  jhis  is  one  of  the  moft  Rcfin'd  and 
^'^^  Ingenious  pieces  of  Flattery  that  was  ^ver 
mic  fum  knowiK  in  which  has  happened  to  him^  what 
vidmm.  Pliny  (aid  fome  time  after  ^  with  fuch  a  fprite- 
Plin.  in  linefi  of  Thought  in  his  Tanegjrkk  to  the 
^S^m  Eniperour  Ttajam :  For  Ovid  tells  us,  that  Pi- 
cajarem  ety  Was  one  of  the  Principal  Virtues  of  jiu^ 
umfivim  gufius,  who  made  it  fo  much  his  Care  to  re- 
iTore  the  dqcay'd  Honours  of  the  Temples  at 


condit$rem 
Mm  refidU' 


Rome* 


Sub  quo  Daluhri  fentitur  nuUa  StneSus, 
Ntcjatft  efi  Homines,  obligaS  llle  Decs. 

Faft.  1.  2. 

Under  ii/b$fe  ConddS  ^daufftcions  Reign, 
Eacb  Temple  does  its  Ancient  JVortb  Retain  :    , 
Nor  is  y  alone  Propitious  to  Mankind, 
lie  Gods  tbemfelves  from  him  ProttBion  find. 

Thus,  from  the  Virtues  of  Auguftm,  and  2, 
numerous  Train  of  PerfedHons^  diftributed  and 
difpers'd  amongft  divers  other  Heroes,  hasr 
Virgil  drawn  the  Portraiture  of  His :  true  He- 
roick  Virtue,  being  a  Combination  and  Com- 
plication 
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plication  of  all  Virtues^  as  Ari/tetle  affirms  in  his 

Ethicks,     And   certainly,    it  the  Pythagoreans 

would  have  a  Sovereign,  not  only  without 

theleaft  fault,  butaMToaDlolutely  accompliih'd. 

in,  and  entirely  poflefs'd  of  all  Virtues  in  gencr 

ral,  that  he  might  deferve  to  be  the  Head  of 

(he  People;  with  greater  ReafonfhoQld  a  Heroe^ 

who  is  the  Model  by  whicji  Kings  ot^ht  to 

form  themfe^ves^  be  a  f^n  of  the  moft  tran-  i 

fcendent  and  confummate  Virtue. 

In  fine,  to  conclude  this  Obfenration,  Hom$r  TSJj^M  I 

himfelf  has  faid  more  in  Commendation  of""t^"'<^ 
t/£neas,  than  ever  was,  or  indeed  can  be  (aid  llJIlSL 
in  Praile  of  any  great  Man  ;  when  in  the  fifth  m^H 
Book  of  his  J/W,  he  tells  us,  that  this  great  (  •        V,. 
Commander  had  always  a  Deity  attending  on  /i^.^/^.,  k  ?^V<r/ 
him,  for  his  fecurity,  and  to  preferve  ^im  from   v  ,,^^  k  ^^ 
that  Variety  of  Accidents,  to  wjiich  ;iU  other    ij^.  Zci*-^..  ' 
Men  are  liable  to,as  if  Heaven  had  jnterefted  it    ^ 
felf  ill  his  Prefervation. 


CHAP.    V. 


Which  of  the  two  Heroes  was  the  moft 
Eminent  for  ^r0ery  and  Falour. 

WE  may,  nqtwithftanding  all  this,  allow 
qf  thefe  Obfervations,  without  giving 
the  Preference  to  u£neas.  For  the  Chara<%er 
of  Valiant^  which  Hwfer  gives  AdiUesi  and 
which  of  all  Chara<%ers  carries  in  it  moft  of  the 
Heroic|(,  appears  with  greater  Advantage,  and 
is  infinitely  more  accomplifh^d^  than  that  which 
^Tr^iZ  gives  e/£9Mi.  And  this  very  Cbarader 
diitinguiflies  him  too^  with  a  greater  Mark  of 


?  J4  4  Cmfarjfon  of 

Pre-eminence  ftoip  tbofe  of  l^s  own  Party* 
tho^  all  Valiants  for  rbere  is  nothing  ^ox\i 
without  him^  and  he  alone  is  the  fo|eCauf^ 
of  all  the  good  ancl  ba4  Fortunp  of  his  Aripy. 

I  muft  confed.  indeed"/  that  the  Valour  of 

AMAn  Piiqes  with  a  mi;ch  greater  Luftre^  tiuri 

that  Qfp^niss,  in  regard  it  is  theonly  ^efpick 

Qiulivf  Hmeif  (pndows  hitp  with^  gnd  i>y  whip tj 

hi  di^ihgutftes  hun.  ^nd  (b  is  the  more  con- 

fpicuous  By  lieing^^idne ;  Whereas  in  yfneas. 

beine  attended  bv  ipaiw  others^  it  is  fb  much  (be 

*  }efi  oli^rvablej,  becaufp  the  Splepdor  qf  it  is 

A  ecliofc^  by  that  of  his  other  (Qualities,  We  fipd 

/  in  the  ^erpe  of  Homer ^t\ic  Portraidiire  on|y  of 

Acbilks^  ^t^n  the  Heroepf f^nfi/,  we  have  ajl 

the  Lineaments  an4  Features  ofManUus.  ^g^r^ 

tf  Acbitks  himfelt  Thus  is  ^neas  bis  Cihara- 
ticL^x  made  up  of  all  the  Quati^ie;  of  gre^( 
Men,  as  we  may  foon  obferve,*  if  we  will  bpt 
follow  VkgH  through  that  Series  of  A<%ion^  iq 
which  he  ma)ces  his  Heroe  eng^g'd  in  the  ft;* 
.^cond  Book  of  the  tAEneiJ. 
^  We  may  be  allowed  to  f^y,  tb^^  when  we 
|cnow  how  to  di(lingiiiib  exaftly  between  tru^ 
Valour  and  Ilaflinefi,  and  (hall  have  well  ob- 
f^rvi}  the.  Extent  4fi^9th  allows  to  tbis  VinuQ. 
of  M;^gQan|n\i(y  i;i  hi$  l^tbUks  j  we  |baU  (ind 
i\\2X  yiffil  carries  thp  Character  of  Valiant^ 
whicji  b?  gives  |/£ff^/j  as  f^r  as  it  ought  (a  gq, 
But  we  muft  allow  our  f^lves  time  tor  S^eq^- 
Ration  4n.4  Refledion^  thoroughly  to  ^e  ac* 
quaintea  with  tbis  Qbara^er^  as  V^  apprpp^a- 
ted  ?o  t(!^neas,y  and  ou^ht  pot  to  (uw^'arjy  pf 
thofe  eircum|tance5,  with  wbich  he  ^nae*t- 
ypurs  %o  pre^p|f^*  ^yr  blinds,  ip  ef^a^c  our 
Pbji^ryatipn^ 

In 
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In  tfa«  irft  place  tfaeis^  be  bringi  'In  %dairiiij 
iofbim'd  h|f  HiSk^r^  m^fao  appears  to  iibft  «ift« 
his  Deaths  that  the  Qneh  had  ta|i?eti^  Trcf^  by 
Sarprize^  that  they  were  Matters  of  the  Town^ 
and  that  it  was  ksfate  to  be  tbfiwy'd*.  TThis 
^  News  being  brought  \>y  a  deceased  Perfon. 
Religion  renders  his  Tefnoaony  faoe^  ,•  and 
to  x^  him  off  frofn  all  fanher  Endeavours  to 
defend  it,  the  ga^ly  MeStnger  aflnres  him^ 
that  heJ^feirhftd  already  dom  4he  ntmoft 
be  could  by  his  Courage^ 

Enmgb  m  paid  f  Pdaro's R^fdName, 
Mare  than  enough  to  Duty  0i$d  to  Fsme. 

Mr.  Dryden, 

He  might  have  defifted  from'attempting  any 
Relief  upon  fo  lacred  a  TeRimony  as  that^ 
'twas  the  Will  t>f  the  Gods  St  Aould  be  (p  '}  bu( 
awaken'd  with  the  Noife  of  the  Sacking  of  the 
Gity^  and  the  Flames  of  the  Neighbouring 
Houiesy  he  goes  up  to  the  top  of  his  Hot|tb  to 
difcover  theCautes  ot  aU  this  Diforderand 
CoQ&fion  :  ^  And  his  firft  Refolution  is,  tb 
take  up  Arm$>  and  Dye  ia  die  pefence  of  hi^ 
Country.. 

ft^trumfuif  mofif  fucatrrk  h  Arn^r^ 

mtbSenferfUmmrMndRtvmgth^^'^^^ 

Mr.Qryclem 

The  Danger  ftartles  him  not^  the'  he  was 
^lone  y^hen  he  went  forth  Arm*d  from  his 
IJoijfe,  without  advifihg  with  liis  People.  Hq 
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rum  to  chc  ptace  where  the  Tumult  was ;  the 
Copfufion  of  \  Surpriz'd  City^  and  the  moft 
prei^ng  Esiigencies  hurrying  him  on. 

bfiammas  &  inarms  flaw: 

MdHtavmtbdpmiUbom  Souls  mffifti^ 
^romfts  me  tir^blifted'Swardi  and  rifihg  Fires 
To  rmty  where  ckjking  Arms  and  Clamtftir  eaUs^ 
4'^r^mdaimtedtod^endtheWaUs.- 

MTf  Drydem 

Meeting  jti.  h^. way  with  Cborahus^  Djmas^ 
and  H]fpan$r,  and  with  fome  others  whom  he 
icnew^  he  leads  them  onV  and'^^nimates  (hem 
by  his  Example,      a     .  ! 

Moriamur^  &  m  media  arma  ruamus. 

Jhf  U$  us  fall,  h^  fall  amidft  our  Foes, 
Dejfiiir  of  Life,  the  Means  of  IJving  fiioiut^ 

Mr.  Dryden. 

With  hi)i  own  Hand  he  Mils  ^tf^^Jt^*^)  ^^^ 
fhat  bad  (pa<|e  the  farthcft  Advances  of  any  of 
the  Enemies  Commanders ;  after  this  he  makes 
fl  great  Slaughter  amongft  the  Greeks,  widi  but 
a  Handful  or  his  own  Men }  upon  this  Advan«> 
tage^  both  he  and  they  put  on  the  Armour  of 
the  SlaiiK  jQ  difguife  ihi^mfelves,  which  pcov'd 
(6  Succeisful,  that  he  fore  d  a  good  Party  of  the 
^nemy.ouc.  qf  the  Giiy»  and  purfu'd them  quite 
to  thiBir  i^bips. 

Dyfugiimt  alu  ad  Navet,  <^  lUtera  curfu 
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Itkns  TiMe  their  ftra^ini  Parties  w^  defeat^ 
Some  tQ  the  Sboar  and  Jafer  Sbifs  retreat,  t 

Mr.Dryden« 

Bttt  over-powei^d  at  laft  by  Nambers^  Di^ 
wnMiy  Hyfani  aiid  his  other  Friends  falluig  by 
his  fiS^i  he  runs  to  the  Palace^  where  was  the 
greateft  Danger,  and  Attacks  it  with  all  hi| 
Force,  in  hopes  to  Refcue  the  Poor  Unhappy 
King,  and  all  the  Royal  Family. 

hjUwroH  aninn  Kegk  fuceurrne  teSu. 

Remw^d  h$  Ctmra^e  with  recover  d  Breath 
A  feca$td  time  we  ran  to  temft  om  Death^ 
To  clear  the  Palace  from  the  Foe  j  fucceed 
The  weofj  Uving^  and  revenge  the  Dead^ 

Mr.  Dryden; 

But  he  comes  thither  too  late,  the  Greelb 
Slaving  already  put  all  within  it  to  the  SworcL 
Upon  this,  being  the  onljr  Perfon  left  of  his 
Party  j 

Janijne  adti  fufer  unm  eranh 

Thus  Ttnmdring  in  mj  way  without  a  guide. 
^     .  Mr,  Dryden; 

And  finding:  himfelf  Deferted  by  ail,  nothing 
now  remaining  in  the  Palace,  that  might  oc- 
cafion  his  fiay,  after  he  had  feen  Potites  the 
King's  Son.  and  the  King  himfetf  Murdered, 
be  retires  back  to  his  own  Houfe,  in  order  to 
lay  down  his  own  Lffe  in  the  Defence  of  his 
Father's.  But  his  Mother  Venm  fiops  him  in  the 
way,  and  opens  his  Eyes,  to  let  Him  fee,  that 
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'tis  againft  the  Will  of  the  Gods  heFigbts,  and 
that  they  i^t  the  D^coyos^f  Trng^  m  well 
as  tY^Qrtih. 

"  A£xtoque  undamim  pdvtre  fumitm 

MmU    Hk  ym$9  Sk^fSi  f^rvifima  prtss 
Trims  temtjmmmpe  vnmi  i  mnfibus  iM^mm 

Where  ym  iifirderd  Heap  efRMme  Ues 
Sfm^srimfimS$m$e4^vmeNCU$iJeefJi^ 
,4miJfi  tbatfmotber  Neptune  boUs  ^>  flace^\ 
B^hf^thWMi  Femia$imJrmft$  tii  M$ce^  \ 
Aidh09e$fbeBmUmgfreemthefelidB4^e4  S 
Ijeek  where  h  mrne  befmel  J\mo  fiands  3 
FMBmtbeSaunGgie,  u^k  kml  ^ammMJs> 
t/f;<"S?  ^  Siere  the  tardy  Qr^cian  Bands^    .)' 

Mr.  prydcn. 
• 
^ufiii^  md  Tahs  too  were  of  the  Party  j 
^b  that  t/E,ne4Sy  who  faw  tbein»  might  hare  ao 
quiefc'd  in  their  fatal  Decree^  without  p^rfuing 
things  any  farther.  It  had  been  an  inftance  of 
|mpiety,  and  not  of  Valoury  to  have  flood  out 
^ny  longer^  againft  fo  many  Gods  that  had 
fombin'4  togedber.  But  notwithflanding  all 
this,  being  come  to  his  Houfe^in  order  to  Pro- 
ted  his  Father^  tho'  at  the  Expenceof  his  own 
Iife»  Asd  perceirtng  that  he  could  ««  furviv^ 
the  Deftruftion  of  |ns  Country,  he  amis  \Axd^ 
iEelf  a  fecond  time,  in  6rder  to  fall  ISonourai' 
biy>  and  Dye  a  Glorious  B^tb*  i 

Hk  fiTfe  ek^dngm  rmflf*         ^ 
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Mr-Pfydcflv 

And  nothing  can  i^rert  him^  but  SigQs  froii^ 
ffcaven,  apd  ^mpnlrfpn?  fropi  th«  Go4« 


SutitojMi  fragare 


Intmult  /^wiw.  — «C» 

HtfaU,  tie  craMmg  Mames  offe^r  m  high 
AndirMng Sfarkhs  4a»ce shngtheSfy. 

li^«  Drydent 

4ncbife9  hiiprclf^  t^lls-him  the  Interpretation  of 
ih(^ie  prgdigie^i  «o4  ^^^f  could  pot  (ubm% 
(Q  ^ny  thing  b^t  that. 

Ce^^  ^  fuhUtQ  moattmQenitm  fe^f 

Mr.  Drydea« 

'Ti^  not  tQ  Men,  but  to  the  Cod%  and  to  them 

Slope  tha^  be  yields.  'Tis  «  matter  of  grcn 
oubt,  whether  true  Valour  could  powbly 
have  p^tTi  adranc  d  any  higher ;  and  vet  we 
fee  this  is  but  the  beginnings  but  the  firft  Eflj^y 
Qf  u£pw  hii  Qallantry ;  All  the  Cour^^ous 
AAiojuf  he  performs  tnthefequel  ofthee/f- 
mid,  c^rry  iH  thepa  the  true  Marks  ^d  Char 
raAqfs  qfthi;  V^ljouri  which  will  appear  very 
WQAderful  and  alRQfiiJhi0g5  eycn  in  thefetime& 
in  wWch  this  «cellent  |^me  and  Title  lu 
without  any  manner  of  Diftindion^  beftow'd 
on  the  raft  and  imprudent  Sallies  and  Erupti- 
ons of  Fury  and  Bruulity.     '  from 
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From  chefc  OUenracions,  it  will  bo  no  hard 
matter  to  judge^  which  of  th^  two  Heroes  is 
the  moft  perfeA  and  accompliih'd^  AeMks  or 
tjdEmas.  This  is  what  is  on^  of  tlie  moft 
Efleotial  Parts  of  0e  Poem.  I  come  now 
to  the  fecond.  whidi  is  the  Dlfpofitton  of  the 
Fable. 


CHAP.    VI. 

The;  Di/pofitim  of  the  Fabk  of  the  two 

^    Toems. 

THE  Difpofition  or  Difiribution  of  the 
Fable  confifts  in  three  things^  wz^  The 
Natural  peduAion  or  Confequence  of  the 
Principal  A<%ion^  and  of  all  the  Matters  that 
compofe  it  j  a  juft  Temperament^  and  an  e^ad 
Intermixture  of  what  is  probable^  and  what 
miraculous ;  and  the  Arrangement  and  Cor** 
refpondence  of  the  Epifodes  or  Digreffions^ 
with  the  Principal  A<!iion.  Thefe  three  Qua- 
lities, which  lay  the  Foundation  of  the  Diftri- 
bution  of  the  Fable,  .called  by  4^$ftotUy  the 
Arift.  in  Cimpimim  qf  things y  art  fo  Effential  to  a  Poem, 
Poe^*  chat  it  cannot  be  abfolutcly  compleat  without 
them. 

The  firft  is  the  AAion^^  which,  according 
to  the  Rules  of  AriftotU^  ought  to  be  entire  and 
perfeA,  that  is,  as  he  himfelf  explains  it,  fuch 
as  hath  a  Beginning^^  a  Middle^  and  an  End. 
Horat.  ad  Horace  would  have  thelfe  p^rts  have  a  cer- 
Pifoiu  tain  proportion  and  Conricxi6il  between  them- 
felvcs,        ^   •.     .■;;    '■-■  '■  —    •      ., 
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Timo  ni  medium^  media  m  Jiferepet  k 

Hor.  ad  Pifon« 


jtnd  Trmb  W  ti&m  are  fi  aftfy  mxd 

fd  (fa  piece. 
£•  ot  Rofcomtnon. 


That  allfeems  ua^orm.  and  cf  a  piece. 

l-oFRof 


XJt  nee  pes  nee  caput  $m$ 


ReddaHtr  firma.    Horat.  in  Poet,  ad  Pifon. 

And  thefe  are  the  Obfervations  which  ought 
to  be  made  upon  our  Poems,  as  to  this  Point. 
If  the  Aaion  and  Principal  Subjea  of  the  Iliad 
be  the  War  o£Troy,  according  to  the  Opinion 
of  Horace,  a  great  Mafter  in  that  Art,  who  calls 
Homer,  the  Hiftorian  of  the  Trojan  War,  Traja^ 
ni  belli  Scriptorem,  and  according  to  the  Opini- 
on of  man^  others,  then  is  thatAdion  de-^ 
fedive  and  imperfeft,  for  that  War  has  not,  in. 
the  Uiad,  either  Beginning  or  End  ;  and  this 
would  be  like  a  Statue,  that  has  neither  Head 
nor  Foot.  So  that  in  this  Cafe,  that  Verfo 
of  Horace  is  very'applicable« 

hfelix  operisfumma  qui  ponere  tetum 
NefciaP, &c. 

,     The  meane^  TVorhnan  in  the  t/£nulian  Sijnan 
May  grave  the  NaUs,  or  imitate  tie  Hair, 
£nt  cannot  fmifh  what  be  hatb  b^pm  ; 
Wbat  is  there  more  ridiculous  than  hei 
For  one  or  two  good  Features  in  a  Face 
Where  all  the  refi  are  fcandalouUy  ill. 
Make  it  hut  more  remarkabfy  deformed. 

£.  ofRofcommon. 
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'  fiat  if  the  AAion  be  the  Axigtt  of  Acbilkiy 
As  15  fliofe  pt6hihtei  abd  as  ffdotit  hlmfiAf  ac- 
ktto^edga  6^  his  Propofition  j  that  Anger  has 
indeed  a  fi^nning,  bat  k,  has  neither  End, 
nor  h/hdHt  /  fbr  }tls  imitd  ^  4  tidvi^  Anger 
of  the  fkme  Pedbtt  agailnft  He&dr,  iipad  the 
I)«afh  of  fMrtetiif.  So  that  there  are  two  An- 
gers, one  upon  the  Lp6  of  his  Friend,  and  the 
other,  upon  tfi6  I^Of £in'g.  a%ay  of  his  Miif rifi  i 
And  the  gffrateA' Defadt  i),  ^aft  <h6  ^dftof 
the  Poem  has  no  CoanMion  with  that  Angen 
f  of  /fewtev  thrbughoaf  fed  iifrli6l6'  Extent'  of 
t^ttmtfmiki,  thihki  nc^mdrd  of  It;  ii  Sf 
h«  hjid  emiiflsiy  fovgta  his  F/6p6(iti6ii  arict  i>^- 
Hgn,  w^rcl^^ke  a  S6tf  (hdu'd  guti^e  Kis  CoUrfe. 
or  HRdtliemiil^^  G0rii^ifj»  nW^f  ougftt  t'^ 
be  6<lt  6f  his'  fighf  for  fear  of  Deviairfftg;  fJQ- 
ringall  iliiif.long  iflftfrvat,  hft  fpeafe  ofilV  of 
Sieges,  tff;&kte6ls,  and  of  Surprls^y  of  ttiele- 
tttlX  Ctitffdttatidi^j  of  the  Gods^  itid  of  ^\ 
that  reVitfts'ifo'  the  Siege  of  Troy,  'tHai  mi 
wha^  gijV«r  i^<<c/  ocicaOon  to  b61iev6,  t^f  the 
Subtedf  of  the  Siad  was  tlie  Waf  of  Troy,  ac- 
cording to  the  very  Name  if  goes  under.  Aiidf 
io  from  whatever  fide  we  take  our  View  of 
this  Poem,  it  will  appear  t}ere<9lve,  as  t!o  this 
Point. 

Nor  is  the  A^on  of.  the  OJjj^ey  in  any  re  - 

vedt  more  P^rfed,  than  that  of  the  Siad,    It 

begins  with  the  Voyages  of  teJmOe&mf  »nd 

concludes Widi thofe oiVfyjfef.    The f oiir  firft 

E*hi»t>-   Books,  tfre  all  concerning  T'elmachnti  }Jl^ene~ 

'^*"** .   A»jw,   Nefi'ery   and  the  other  Grecian  Prihcesj 

v'oMfftt '  8*^®  hira  an  Account  of  the  Adventures  of 

tmta^/i     Troj  j   all'  rielate  to  that,   and  not  the  leaft 

due  pre-   thought  of  Uljps  }  which  ttudc  Paul  BttHi  fay,' 

Tui!^i  in  his  Academical  Difemirfes  upon  Hmer  and  Vir- 

fiJTj^.  i*^j  that  the  Fable  of  the  OJ/fey  was  double.' 

fia  favoli.  Nw 
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lUt  diat  i  ffii  abfdkitcty  of  thk  C^nion^  yet 
I.m^  venrnre  to  afflitn^  that  'twill  be  a  diffi- 
cult Matter  to  find  the  Priifcfpal  A£titn  of  th« 
Ck^!^  regutarty  carried  on,  and  according  to 
the  Proportions  required  by  H(fraee  in  the  fore- 
imnoond  Precept^  for  the  Kataml  Connexion 
of.  the  Pa»t^.  Nay,  tRisf  very  Voyage  of  TeU* 
muim^  bears  not  any  tM  leaff  Proportion  tor 
that  of  D^,  which  is  the  Principal  AAion  t 
Iv  cBnafMUM  noefaing  s^  My  mVy,  not  fy  much; 
asT  to  n^ifter  any  oecafion  tor  His  Return, 
which  is  brought  aboiic  bt  the  Ord«r  and  Coti- 
ttiTattceof  jF»fiw,  ^nd  V  ^^«  Affiftance  ctf 
th»^htnleimi4  And"  rhSs  made  JBFei^i  fajr.  That 
the 'Four  fifH  Books  of  the  O^jfej^ztc  nekhtfr 
Epifode^  lior  partof  an  Aftioh,  not  have  th^ 
any  Connexion  with  the  Reft  of  the  Wotk* 
lake  tfaeifr  a»  chcnf  are/  ahdyou  ihatf  ttot  know 
wfastft  ta  mafce  of  them. 

Tbe^neid  feems  not  to  me,  to  be  charge- 
able with  this  Papjt.  ty£near  leares  V'btjpa, 
makes  hifi^  Voyages,  and  Settles  Mmfelf  in  Ita* 
ly  }  thef  e  i$  as  it  were  af  Trati^of  Confequences' 
ifs  this  Defign,  anda(f  relates  to  the  Eftablffhk 
mem  of  ai  New  Empire,  which  is  the  true  Sub* 
leA  of  the  Poem.  This,  Firr^/ proiecn^  homer 
tof  tbd  proposd  ^nA,  withoat  the  leail  delajr 
upon  what  has  no  Relation  ra  the  &eiign> 
without  the  leaft  Digreffion  from  the  Subjeft. 

Semper  ad  eventumfefttnat,  &  iitnntUs  Res 
Nan  fe€m  sc  not  as  Audit  orem  rapit. 

Hot.  ad  PiC 

No^in^  0  tdh,  each  Jniichns  Line 
hfewfiUj  ae faints  m  wifb  the  Tht. 

E^ofR^feommon^r 

He 
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tie  is  alio  more  happy  than  Ibmcf^  tw  tfad 
Diftribucion  and  Arrangement  of  hi»  Matter/ 
and  the  particalac  Occurrences  Which  ttUtc 
to  the  General  Order  and  Difpofition  of  his 
Poem. 

And  it  IS  this  Diftributioh,  and  this  Difpofi- 
tion of  things^  whidi  makes  that  admirable 
Regularity,  and  that  proportion,    in  which 
alone  confifts  the  PerfeAion  of  a  Great  ,Wi>rk  i 
which  is  neither  Be/iutiful,  nor  Complejae,  any 
farther  than  there  is  a  juft  Correfpond^nce, be- 
tween its  Parts.    Tbfe  gave  decafioiv  to  that 
Km  def    Obfervation  of  Taut  Beni\    in  his  Acadtmieal 
^^fi    Difiotirfa;  that  we  ou^  i|ot  to  make  a  Jii<%<* 
^ifSm,  ment  of  the  PerfeAieii  «\a  Poem  from  thd: 
dA  loufou  Beauty  of  one,  orof  feteral  of  its  Pa^ts,  but 
tircQuttm-  /dfaH  together. 

^V/     ■      ^^^  Juft,  and  regular  Proportion  df  tlid 
"^•JJIJJ"  Parts,    and  the  exad  Correfpondence  there 
'  ought  to  be  between  them,  (cems  to  be  incom- 
parably much  better  obierv'd  in  the  u£neiJ^ . 
than  in  the  liiad:  For  there  every  thing  is  in- 
troduc'd  in  due  Order,  and  in  its  proper  Place, 
and  no  Man  ever  "better  obferv'd  chat  Diftribu- 
tion  and  regular  ordering  of  the  Subjed  Mac-* 
ter,  and  that  Series  of  Evems,  than  Firgil  hzs . 
done*     Hence,  Horace  recommends  it  to  the 
Poet  above  all  things. 

Ad  Pifon,        Up  jam  nunc  dicat^  j4m  nunc  dcbentia  did 
Tleraque  differaf  : 

As.wM  the  Force  as  Ornament  of  Verfe 
Confifts  in  thoofing  a  jU  time  for  things^ 
And  knowing  when  a  Mufejbeud  be  indulgd 
Jn  herfuS  Flighty  and  when  (he  (hou^d  be  curN. ' 

£•  of  Rofcommon. 
I 

Intimating^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


:  lQttfnadtig>  chat  t\»  Bs^y  and  P^fei^on 
of  a  Work>,confifts  in  tboKOfdCr.^  .  ' 

OrJinis  bffc  ifirtus  erif  &  VtnUss  j^d  pifop; 

For  the  Grace  aqd  agreeable  Charms  tha( 
a[>pear  in  any  Work^.  cannot  proceed  from  any 
thing,  but  from  this  regular  Order  and  Diftri- 
button. 

And  not  to  dilate  here^  upon  what  may  be 
more  Particularly  and  Minutely  obferv*d  on  this 
Subje(d j  I  fhall  only  ftop  a  little,  to  draw  a'.Com« 
parUbn  between  the  Games  which  ^c^'//f/Cele* 
orated  in  the  23  Book  of  the  Iliady ,  uf^n  the  . 
Death  oiTatroalusy  and  thofe  which  ty£neasC^ 
lebrates  for  the  Apotheofis  of  Anehifesy  in  tbo 
fifth  of  the  e/£»W^. 

Games  are  of  the  Number  of  thofe  Ac^ions^ 
which  may  occur  in  the  Lives  of  Heroes,  and 
ib  be  injtroduc'd  into  the  Subjed  Matter  of  an 
Heroick  Poem ;  becaufe  they  are  the  Qccadons 
of  Magnificence,  which  is  one  of  thofe  Qua- 
lities, that  make  up  the  Charader  of  anHeroe. 
rirj^i/ makes  his  Heroe,  in  the  Fifth  t/£neldy  Firft^ 
to  divert  the^  Fancy  of  his  Reader  from  the 
mournful  Object  of  Dido*s  Death,  which  be 
had  Reprefented  in  the  Fourth  Book,  and 
which  indeed  carries  in  it  fomething  of  Barba- 
rity i  and  then  to  divert  himfelf^  by  diverting 
his  Heroe  ;  and  thefe  are  of  thofe  forts  of  Plea- 
fures,  Diveriions  and  Entertainments  j^hich 
to  fucceed^  ought  to  be  introduced  in  their  pro- 
per Place. 

Virgil  wou'd  not  have  plac'd  his  Games  wcll^ 
either  in  his  Second  or  Third  Book  j  for  this 
tiad  been  to  have  enter'd  upon  his  Recreations 
too  fopn,  as  Homer  h^s  done  it  too  late,  in  the 
aj  Iliad.  The  time  was  thjcn  elaps'd,  'twas 
L  un&afoi}* 
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n&fealbitable^  People  ifi^re  quite  tk'd  out,  for 
he  Ibou'd  not  baire  begun  to  have  aiuus'd  him-  ^ 
felf,  when  he  was  fo  near  the  £nd«    This  is  as 
if  a  Traveller,  intent  upon  his  Return  from  the 
Indies  to  Paris^  after  two  full  Years  fpent  in  faJs 

.Voyage,  fhou'd  trifle  away  ^  whole  Month  at 
DiefCy  at  Tables ,  or  in  feeing  Plays  j  for 
'twou'd  argiie  no  lefs,  than  a  ftrange  want  of 
Judgment.  And  in  truth,  Homer  might  have 
been  more  Serious  towards  the  End  of  his 
Work;  for  he  ought,  in  Appearance  at  leaft,  to 
have  been  a  little  Fatiguo,  and  not  have  waa- 
dred  at  that  tfme  of  day,  when  he  was  fo  near 
the  Eml  of  his  Race.  There  are  an  infinite 
Number  of  things  utterly  Incredible,  in  the 
Repreientation  of  thefe  Games.  The  Arbitral- 
tors  or  Judges  make  long  Difcour&s,  which 
lire  and  wear  out  the  Padence  of  the  Rea« 

^ders. 

The  fecond  Part  of  the  Difpofition,  which 
is  the  juft  Intermixture  and  Temperament  of 
what  is  Miraculous,  with  what. is  Probable,  is 

,  Ukewife  Eflential  to  an  Epick  Poem,  which 
ought  to  have  fomething  admirable  in  it^  to 

Imove  the  Souls  of  Great  Men,  for  whofe  (akes 
it  is  writ^  to  animate  them  with  Courage  for 
glorious  Achievements :  But  with  this  Cauti- 
on)  that  it  have  fomewhat  of  Probability  in  it 
toOj  fo  as  not  to  give  a  check  to  their  Emula- 
tion, or  hurry  them  into  Defpahr.  Truth  it 
felf,  which  the  Hiftorian  ought  clofely  to  ad- 
here to,  being  fometimes  coo  firongto  be  imi- 
tated, isi  npt  always  fo  proper  for  the  Subje<^ 
Mutter  of  an  S^/V^Poem,  as  Probability,  which 
bears  a  greater  Proportion  to  things  than  Men 
are  wont  to  make.  For  Exa*mple,  the  A&U 
on  of  Sampfin,  who  defeated  the  tiili^ifHi, 
with  the  Jaw-bone  of  Afs,  is  an  Heroick  A^i-i 
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do  I  biii^^nD£4i^<^^  tha  S«bi«ft 

dfanJS/iArBqcmrr  Foar  ii|io«ghji(  kit  tra«^  yfft 
lif  itfim  noi:cliGi9ft.faighljr  pr:$i^abk  j  «o4  is  t$M 
lifiiaquloils;  tO'betpMpM4fbrWta(^^  ^^ 
ifft  to  arai4  therefore  this  £i(C46^.l»)r4:H^ 
i;tafi«pati9Ct&t  qT  PraUlatiQr^rWilhQW  ^^^ 

iiahes  tKib  tkr  I^aft  Imprdiimi  «posi  ^  $vc#  | 
which  fufittc^jtitt  it  felt  to  be  coQv'^j  biH  Wtdn 
iKhaft  cacrita  to  it  fome  dbgt^s^PoffibUtty. 

Lee  us  Md^  fee^  wbQihfir  Um»  h^  becii 
tnoce  fotrtttikKe  in  the  okfe«Yane^  of  tb^  ^^ft 
than  the  Pctrfon  we  hav<e  b^o  fpeaking  cfil 
fie  fiakes  lb  littie  care  of  tkw  Proltable  Parii| 
find  fo  far  advances  the  MirMulpuflu  out  of  an 
ttxceifire  piece  of  Vanity  and  AlFiP^l^oo  Qf\ 
being  in  ill  Parts  equally  adqpiiable^  and  of  • 
-ffifing  the  Poifionsj  and  6iovatt«g  this  Soul^  j 
that  he  Veavbs  nqthipg  to  he  pecfoctn'd  by  the  \ 
^ren§^  of  Reafen,  c^Piaffion^  or  eveft  of  Na-     ^ 
ture  it  felf^  bnt  all  is  done  by  Machtees.    Wh^n 
rriam  VA  HeSmr,  no  lefs  than  Jufiicr  himHi 
muft  fend  the  King  the  Fatal  Kev^s  by  the 
Goddefs  Iti^  With  thii  Advice  li>o>  that  be 
flioa  d  t«k«  c^f  e  of  his  Sons  Body^  and  Ranfom 
k  from  jicbiiUs.    Coud  not  the  Father^  who 
had  fo  great  a  Tendeori^fs  and  AfFoftton  fpr 
hfs  Son,  and  was  fo  fuperftitious  an  Obferver 
of  the  Funeral  Rites  and  Cerettil)t)aes»  and  that 
confd  not  have  fufl^r'd  a  Dept^tim  fo  precious 
to  have  been  left  at  the  Mercy  of  JKrds  of  Prey  j 
con'd  not  he,  I  £ay,  hare  thought  of  all  this 
himfelf ;  hut  there  muft  be  a  M^hjne  to  put 
him  in  Mind,  that  he  is  a  Father  ?    > 

When  Telmachm,  in  the  OJjffiffy  fcts  out,  In 
order  to  make  a  fe;ut:h  for  his  Father  in  the 
CZoutts  of  Grecere,  he  cannot  make  the  leaftPrx)- 
grefs|  not  fMroceed  one  Step,  without  the  Afli- 

L  2  ftance 
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fiaiice  ofA^erva*    She  is  hisQnide  wberever 
he  goes^  (he  -^lone  puts  him  xspon  fuch  and 
foch  ThottgtMs  i  he  can  neither  do^  nor  think 
•      of  himfelf.    Coil'd  noc  Honour^  Daty^  and 
evenf  Nature  it  felf  have  mov'd  his  Hearty  and 
rais'd  fome  Di^ttiecudein  his  Breaftj.  upon  the 
Account  of  ^n  Abfent  Father^  AUentfor  near 
thefpace  of  Eighteen  Years^  bne  there  muft 
yecourfe  be  had  to  a  Foreign  Power ,  to  a 
Machine  ?  And  befides  tioo.  this  Machine  has 
hot  the  leaft  Appearance  of  Probability^  in  as 
much  as  Minerua  conduds  TeUnuicbut  all  over 
Gnece  in  fearch  after  Ufyjes^  except  only  to  the 
very  Place  where  he  is,  which  ffie  certainly 
ought  by  no  means  to  have  been  ignorant  o^ 
iipon  the  Account  of  her  Divinity,  from  which 
nothing  furety  can  be  conceal'd, 
/^      And  yet  this  is  Homer's  Method,  who  to  ap- 
/  pear  wonderful  in  every  part,  woU'd  do  eveiy 
V  thing  by  ways  and  means  Extraordinary*,  ft 
may  be  faid  without  any  Injuftice  co  our  Au- 
thor, that  he  puts  his  Gods  upon  mean  and 
"  vulgar  Employments,  and  Affigns  them  their 
feveral  Pofts,^  as  if  they  were  to  Ad. their  Parts 
in'  a  Comedy.      He  makes  .Mercury.  Priams 
Cc^a^hmanto  Carry  him  to  AcbiStSj  to  demand 
the  Body  6i  his  Son ;  and  left  thergood  King's 
Perfon  fnoud  be  expos d  to  the  Scouts  of  the 
^  Army  in  his  PalTage  to  the  Grecian  Camp,  Ju^ 
fUer  employs  rhfi^  fame  Meriury, to  lull:  them 
V  6fl^ep  •  and  to  prepare  AcJnies  his  Ueast  and 
«  predifpofe  it  to  a  juft  fenfe  ol  Piety,  ThktU  his 
^  Mother,  is  fenc  byj  Juf Iters  Orders  co  prevent 
the  Heroe,  and  incline  him  to  a  compaffionate 
-  Temper.     Nq^  l^fs  than  the  Goddefs  Minerva 
i  her  lelf  is  diipatchVl  in  the  19  Book  of  the 
^Odyjfey^  to  carry,  a  Flambeau  before  Ulyjfes  and 
likmacbus^  to  condudl  them  through  the  dark 
•        '  to 
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CO  tfarir  Retirement^  where  they  were  to'  get 
ready  their  Armour.    In  fhort,  the  Gods  are  Per  mbg^ 
employed  upon  all  Occafions^  and  not  the  leaft  ^«^«^ 
leganl  had  citherto  their  Rank  and  Order^  or  iJJJJ/^ 
to  the  Peace  and  Trapquilicy  of  th^ir  Condi-  Sat. 
tion.    They  areas  fo  jhany  Galley. Slares  tp 
1>«  employed  ihai^y  work. 

This  }$  nqt  the  Air  of*  Virgih  who  has  alwaiys 
fnoft  Relkiouily  obferv'd  what  floracf  has^  10 
hU  ArroTPdetry.  lon^  lince  advised,  jthat  the 
Gods  are  not  to  oe  put  upon  any  A^ion^  unr 
leis  rhething  1^  iel£  truly  defenres  it. 

tJecthm  ipterfit^  9^  Jignm  "(findM  m^s 
hdkrk.  Hor.Poec 


htmpr  frnfime  to  make  a  God  appear 

RofcoipmoQi 


Pfttfor  4  Biupnefs  worth  tf  a  God. 

B,of^ 


Thus  does  that  judicious  Poet  introduce  Afer- 
cury,  in  the  Fourth  ty£neid,  to  extricate  him  out 
of  thofe  horribfe  l?erplexities  he  was  in,  Th^ 
Promife  he  had  made  to  Dido^  detains  him  aj^ 
Carthage^  but  the  future  Fonunes  of  his  3on^ 
and  the  certain  Profpec^  of  the  Empire  of  the 
whole  World,  confirmed  to  him  by  the  irreycr- 
fible  Decrees  of  the  Gods,  prefs  his  Departure 
thence.  He  isiinder  a  dread  on  the  one  fide^ 
of  being  chargeable  with  a  Defe<a  of  Fidelity^ 
with  want  of  Sincerity  and  Integrity,  in  relation 
to  Didoj  and  on  the  other^  ofDuty  and  due 
Submimon  to  the  Gods.  To  free  him  there- 
fore from  thefe  Troubles,  there  Aiuft  be  fent 
down  one  from  above,  feme  fuperior  Power  j 
no  le&  than  a  God  muft  fpeak  to  fiirmounc  th^ 
Heroe's  Difficulties,  and  null  the  Engagement  ^ 
and  Mfftcmj  is  the  God,  that  doe&all  this. 
^*       '  K  3  The 
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The  fame  may  be  iikcwHc  faid  6f  t!ie  Adrefr- 
tvLTCS  of  t>€ffeAs,  in  thcftrft  t/ftrpii.  Tisnot 
9  Shephetd  or  a  Huntftnan  that  will,  fo^tc  hini 
for  hf$  Guide  fn  the  waftdripg  OohaSftloh  he 
was  in ,  which  woa'd  have'  btea\t^atura^ 
ehOUgh  ;  but  *tls  Venkf  that  ^ppe^f r  to  hitri^ 
that  tells  him  what  Country  he  iiin^ktt^gt^ 
Qiiaints  him  with  the  Adventure  df  .^i$  Cbiq- 
t)an!ohs  Whom  he  hadjiven  oVet  for  loft,  aiid 
that  dife<as  him  iivhisCouife  thrbuai  \ftikAb*irA 
>aths.  'T6t  fucih  ^'As  th6n  (l](e'Pbftjtfcf  of '  Af- 
fairs,  that'tWiS  necedkryfor  lbtticl>e!tytblit-. 
tervene.  to  raife  the  drooping  Spirits  of  e^»f^, 
and  amhiite  ^  him  With  hew  CdortWj .  hftn,  % 
fay,  Who  had  been  fo  great  a  SranCT5r4>y  a 
*  inoft  dreadful  Tempeft,  who  h*d  loft  part  of 
his  fleet  among©  the  WaVes/ aftft '\Wg  had 
been  himfelf  forcd  by  the  StotmtipdrfaI5efart 
Shore,  deft^uTte  of  all  humane  Relief^  and  re- 
due  d  almoft  to  Defpair.  Twas  fit  the  Poet 
]hou'd  not  leave  him  in  thefe  Extremities ;  and 
^c\i;is  likewife  according  to  the  Degrees  df 
Probability  we^  have  before  ftated,.  that '  thfe 
Gods  ought  IfiTbme  tneafure  to  concern  them- 
(e]ves  for  him  j  flnce  his  Piety  made  him  fb 
Careful  of,  and  folicitdus  for  their  Iptereft,  and 
fince  too,  they  were  the  Companions  of  his 
i  Exile  ^nd  Flight.  Nor  was  it  lefs,  inConfor- 
/  mity  to  the  Rules  of  Decency  and  Decbrum, 
-.  that  it  ftiou  d  be  the  Heroe's  Mother  that  fhou'd 
fengage  ih  this  Enterprize,  an4  make  it  her 
•  Bufinefs  to  encourage  him,  efpecially,  after  (he 
had  been  informed  by  Jufiter  of  his  Deftiny. 

Bi^t  befides  chat  all  thefe  Machines  and 
Contrivances  oi  Virgil^  hare  a  better  Foundati- 
on, in  Reafon  and  Probability,  than  tbofe  of 
Homer  ;  you  Will  find  them  lefs  frequent,  and 
Jefs  forc'd,  if  you  take  the  leifure  to  Examine 

them 
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them  one  after  another.  Nay,  the  very  M^ 
nagement  of  the  Miniftiy  of  the  Gods;  b^mach 
more^fuitabie  to  their  Rai&  and  ComtkioR, 
and  perform'd  with  iocompar^Iy  fan. greater 
Judgment  in  VirgU^  than  in  ifomrrr,  whdm  fbr 
'that  ReafcTfli  Dion  Cbrjtfifivme  caik.the  grr^/if/ 
l$0foftir  to  fie  WarU^  and  tbst  im  tbittp  ^^  4ii^ 
aJt  to  ii  hUiv*JL 

Wernay  add  fanher^  according  to  7«^'s  Re-- 
marks in  bk  Qftfiula^  that  Virgil  had  the  hap- 
piiid&  of  giving  thofe  Embeilifiiments  to  his 
Pbem  I^  foradthing  wonderful  and  furtMriziog  | 
which  H^Mr^f /  notwithftanding  all  his  Ai9fea;a- 
tidn  efj  ahd  Pretcndons  to  that  Art^  was  not 
the  te4ft  dware  of,  as  the  giriog  Courage  to 
Women^  aiid-  engaging  them  in  AAs  of  Hofti- 
lity,  fucb  as  Cattdtta  is  pqt  upon  in  the  Eleventh 
iPook>  and  with  fo  goodSuccefi,  as  to  prove 
9  Tery  great  Ornament  to  diie  t^neid..  This  is 
what  74/r»  takes  notice  of,  and  that  longiincii 
that  Qbfervation  made  by  Dion  Cbryfpfiowetf  in 
^is  Difcourfe  of  the  Afrairs  of  Tr(y.  Nmna 
€ofa  far  flu  mars  viglUfd,  delh  firtezsui  fiwimlcx 
Virgiho  $ccafli  quefia  farte^  delta  quale  Hcmer^  rer^ 
dmenticato.  Nothing  fetmi  mare  admrahky  tkaf^ 
Female  Courage^  Virgil  ivii  entinfy  Muftef  of  tkHi 
tn  which  Homer  was  ai  mash  dife&lve.    -    \ 

The  third  Part  of  the  IKfpofition,  is  the  In^ 
f ermixture  of  the  Efifodes  with  the  Principal 
AAion.  An  Efifode,  isr  a  kind  of  DigreiSoi^ 
from  the  Subjci^ ;  and  confeqnently  o^ght  no| 
to  be  long,  it  we 'rightly  obierve  the  Propgrti- 
qni*  Neither  ought  it  to  be  forc'd,  violently 
extorted^  or  far  fetch'd,  fb  as  to  betray  its  diA 
acuity  to  the  Subjea.  In  fine,  it  ought  noli 
to  be  too  often,  left  it  occafion  aConfufioi^ 
of  Matters,  Homer  begins  his  OdyJJey^  which  i^ 
the  more  j^erfefl  Poem,  with  an£j?(/i^^of  Four^ 
'''   "'    "  ^"'  ■     \.  4^^  '    ^   ?oo^ 
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Books.  He  goes  off  from  his  Sab|ed  before  he 
has  well  encred  upon  it,  and  to  make  a  regular 
Strudure,  he  begins  with  a  Piece  very  impro- 
per and  unfuiuble  for  his  Defign,  according  to 
the  Obfervations  I  have  already  made. 

Has  ^ijp7  any  thing  like  all  this  in  his  JEpf/p^r/, 
which  bear  fo  admirable  a  Proportion  to  the 
Subjed,  as  is  that  of  Pallaf  and  Evander,  that 
oi  Nifm  and  Emjalm,  that  of  Camilla^  and  fe- 
veral  others  ?  Nay,  that  of  Diio^  which  is  the 
Nobleft  andLargeftof  themall^  never  excludes 
^  the  Perfon  of  the  Heroe.  It  is  he  that  fpeaks, 
he  that  relates  his  own  Adventures:  If  he  re- 
cedes ought  from  his  SuhjeA,  he.  fttll  makes 
frequent  returns  upon  himfelf.  This  is  not  to 
be  met  with  either  in  the  J/iWor  Oijjjey^  where 
we  lofe  our  view  for  the  fpace  of  feveralBooks. 
jichiOes  ^nd  Ufyffes,  the  Heroes  of  thoie  Poems, 
are  quite  out  of  (ight,  and  a  Man  may  fetch  a 
large  Compafs  before  he  can  meet  with  them 
again.- 

I  leave  it  to  thofe  that  can  better  fpare  time 
to  examine,  whether  the  Epfodes  of  Homer  are 
not  more  Fore  d  and  lefs  Natural  than  thofe  of 
Virgil,    What  Connexion  is  there  between,  or 
-what  Reference  has  the  Wound  which  Mars  re^ 
ceiv'd  from  DiomedtSy  to  the  hn^tvoi  AcbiUesi 
fr(?;M^  enlarges  much  upon  this  Adventure  in 
the  fifth  Iliad.    Mars  crying  like  a  Child,  goes 
and  makes  his  Complaints  to  Jupiter^  who  un* 
kindly  treats  him  with  bitter  Railleries.  Howe* 
ver,  to  make  up  the  Story,  Taan  the  Phyfician 
of  the  Gods  is  fent  for  to  cure  him  j  and  thp 
Goddefs  Hebe  interpofes  and  concerns  her  felf 
for  him.     The  Poet,  who  thinks  this  Paffage 
Pleaiant  and  Diverting,  carries  on  the  Fidion 
fo  far,  as  to  dcfcend  to  Wantonnefs  and  Ridi- 
cule j  a  Fault  that  woud  deferve  our  Pity, 

'     were 
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were  not  Men  fo  prepoflefs'd  with  an  Efteem 
and  Value  for  him  upon  the  Account  of  the 
Grandeuir  and  Sublimity  of  his  Genius.     , 

But  not  to  infift  top  long  upon  particulars^ 
which  wou'd  be  an  «ndleG  peice  of  Work;  we  \ 
may  conclude^  that  Vlrpl  never  wanders  from  l 
his  Sub  jeA^  that  Homer  teldom  keeps  (6  much  as  / 
within  diftance  of  his  j  and  that  by  the  multipli- 
city and  vaft  Train  ol  his  EpifiJes,  he  is  continu-  ' 
ally  hurried  away  with  the  Impetuoiity  and  Vio« 
Jence  of  his  Imagination^  to  which  he  lets  him-"^ 
felf  loofe  without  the  leaft  Difcretion.    He 
may  be  compar'd  to  thofe  Travellers^  who  up- 
on a  long' Journey  [are  diverted  and  ftopt  by 
every  little  Thing*    There  is  not  one  fingle 
Blow  given  in  the  Heat  of  an  Engagement,  but 
he  muft  from  thence  take  an  occafion  to  tell 
Stories^  ain}  derive  Genealogies, 


CHAP.     VIL 

Of  Mo\ALirr. 

Morality  ought,  according  to  Arifictles 
Scheme,  to  follow  the  Difpofition  of 
the  Fable.  It  is  the  third  Quality  of  an  Epick 
Poem  j  nor  are  we  here,  by  Morality,  to  under- 
ftand  the  Morality  of  the  Poet,  but  the  Mora- 
lity of  the  AAors,  and  of  thofe  Perfons  that  are 
to  enter  upon  Action.  What  a  vaft  and  irre- 
concileable  Difference  fhall  we  find  between 
our  |wo  admirable  Poets,  as  to  this  Point  ? 
Kings  and  Princes  in  Homer j  talk  to  one  ano- 
ther with  all  the  Scurrility  imaginable,    jtga^ 

:In 


memnoH^  in  the  lllad^  treats  Crjfcs  with  great  ] 

*  {olence^ 
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folence^  and  much  Indignity ;  wheii  the  un- 
happy  old  Man  comes  to  him  codemfind^  wttfi 
the  moft  profound  R6l{>e<ft3  and  wkh  Pitfents 
top  in  Hand,  his  own  Daughter^  whom  he  had 
fnjuribully  Ravifh'd  from  him*    The  Haughty 
prince  tells  him^  thit  he  has  nb  regard  to  i|ie 
Eiteriia!  M^rks  of  his  Pricsflhood,  a  Title,  by 
Which  he  had  jaft  Prttepce  emHigh  to  (otitic 
kind  ofRefped^  to  a  fivourable  Reception  a^ 
leaft.    Nor  does  this  I)igh-Prieil  exprels  lun^ 
felf  afterwards  lii^e  ^  Man  of  great  Virtue  in 
the  Prayer  he  makes  to  AfcB&^'in  Which  he  in^ 
precates  his  Vengeance  on  the  Greiks  to  ^tiiAe 
pis  poor  Refehtments.    Th&  is  (bmewhat  t7n^ 
charitable,  and  beneath  the  Dignity  of  ^Pet^ 
fon,  Whbfe  Office  it  was  to  pray  for  the  People^ 
knd  for  the  Prcfervation  or  the  Government^ 
according  to  his  Fundian  of  High^Prieft. 
'[  AcbiOesy  in  the  Nineteenth  Miad,  goes  to  h|s 
Mother  72feri/  to  acquaint  het  With  what  a  Con- 
cern he  is  under  for  the  Body  of  his  Friend  Pa^ 
troclsts  then  lately  kill'd,  left  the  Flies  ihoud 
injure  it  j   Icafl  they   fliou'd  enter  into  the 
Wounds,  wWch  wou'd  breed  Corruption,  and 
that  render  the  Body  loathfome.  Is  not  all  thi; 
lieat  and  Fury  againft  thefe  little  Animals, 
well  becoming  a  Heroe  ,•  and  is  not  he  a  mdft  ^ 
Excellent  Poet,  that  employs  no  le6  than  a 
^od  to  drive  them  away  ? 
•    Vljffts,  whom  Homer  propofes  as  the  Stati- 
dard  and  Mod^el  of  Humane  Wifdom,  fu£ters 
himfelf  to  be  made  Drunf^  By  the  Pbeatiansy  for 
which  Arlfiotk  and  Thikfiratus  both  blame  this 
Poet.    But  what  an  Inftance  of  Extravagancy, 
and  of  the  greateft  Carelefnefs  was  it,  for  thai; 
moft  accomplifti'd  Sage,  fo  foon  to  forget  his 
Wife,  a  Woman  of  fuch  eminent  Virtue,  an^ 
his  Son,  that  was  fo  dear  to  him  j  to  throw? 
,.-■  .•    :    .^        r      '        \        V  •  r       i^way 
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"-itWicf  ib  ftiueh  time  in  thd  Antas  cf  i^dUff^,  h 
•Wpi  Proftirtite,  artd  to  #and<a  u^^Hd  dtown  fo 
46Mg  Kfkr  CfVcv^  an  Ittfamotlis  SoI«e^e6  ;  and 
^Bfeih^  rto  \6k  t^«ti  i  KlAg,  l<&  d^m«slH  himfelf 
'^^^^  as  to  «^iMfthef^^N4l&  a  j^kiftl  nifcal- 
JJ^^*wj|gir; 'eaite*yj^f.  ih^iimi  iiltbiei4JZW 
^oe^'  iiot  'fj^  'Ifke  k  Father  ;  His  exprefleis 
^ftiflfeff  «^!th  a  fteat  deal  of  Bftrbarity  towarcfe 
liis  Other  GWJ*«t,  ortly  ti/fhew'  his  Grief  for 
th^t)lfafliofjBB?«?&r.  He  #ifhes  them  all  dead,  . 
ife  flW?d>- #cr6  fettt  aHye  *gaitt.  HiiAffiiai. 
iibi.  ItWtik,  liiight  tertaiAly  havd  been  ex- 
jM-eB'a'fcknd  <Wh^r  vray. 

I  fliaffi  fey  ndtWng  of  the  Inhumanity  of 
^fii/i^  upon  the  Body  of  flfe^dr,  after  he  wa^ 
^a,  hot  Only  cite  what  Gicer&  fays  of  it  in 
the  ftrft  Book  of  his  T^fculan  Suefiimu    TWs  t^Mt  IH^ 
'pleafurfe  of  dragging  a  dead  Body,  thus  toh^^wma' 
rcveng'd  of  it,  is  not  very  Her oical.    The  In-  J^*^  '*• 
terview  between  Vfyjfes  and  the  Daughter  of^fjjjj^ 
Alcimus^  in  the  fixth  Oijfftj^  is  contrary  to  all  i^xtrnH      \ 
the  Rnfes  of  t)ecency  and  Decoftim  j  and  that »«»  €r       } 
Printefe  forgets  her  Modefty,  and  betrays  her /'•^^^  ^'^^ 
Virtufei  in  giving  too  long  Audience  to  the  d^-'J£^ 
ftrcffed  Man,  in  yielding  too  much   to    hhuirtttfibi 
(Complaints,  and  in  too  far  Indulging  her  own  videtur,    \ 
CUridfity  ^t  the  Sight  of  a  Perfon  in  fuch  de-  p*^  Tufc 
fpcrate  Circumftatices.  '* 

In  fine,  there  is  but  little  Decorum  obfenr'ds  "^ 
in  Homtrs  Poems.     Fathers  are  harfli  ahd  cruel,  ^ 
the  Heroes  weaK  and  paflionate,  the  Gods  er-  ^ 
pofs'd  to  Miferies,  uneafie,  and    quarelfome^ 
dnd  incens'd  again(l  one  another  ,♦  there  be- 
ing   not  the   lead  of  that  Steiek  Philofophy 
throughout  the   whole,  which  Zcno  and   hi$ 
Followers  have  taught  Men  fince,  to  make 
them  more  rational,  and  more  perfed,  than 
the  Gods  oiHower.     But  in  Virgil,  every  thing 
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•prefefTes  its  Charader:  Drances  ^xA  Ttamm 
quarrel  there,  but  like  Perfons  of  Quality* 
ThePafSon  of  ^/£mas  suidDiJo,i$  indeed  piuiu'd 
to  the  uttnoft  Extremity ;  and  yet  there  is  np 
violation  of  Modefty^np  breadh  of  the  Rules  of 
Decency,  nor  any  default  in  outward  Bdha?l- 
oun  The  Gods  themfelves ,  are  Perfpos  of 
ifotne  Quality  and  good  Repute.  Whatever  is 
.  lElTential  in  the  Arts  of  Decency  and  Deco* 

'"  "^-^ L  ^^^>  ^^  ^^^^  "^^*  *"^*y  obferv  d.    For  rntil 
^mmfJ'  has  always  followed  that  admirable  Method  |ie 
mtmfofdt^  found  in  Terence^  of  yihom  Varro  fays,,  diat  hp 
in  serm9'  had,  as  to  Morality  and  Decency,  gained  by 
Fimta  in  ^^^'  ^^^  Advantage  over  Caeilim  and  Tlautus, 
nmihu^   who  Were  as  eminent  for  other  Talents. 
Termiut.       But  We  muft  Pardon  this  Wea^neis  in  iUt?- 
mefy  who  wrote  in  a  time^  when  the  Precepts 
of  Morality  were  fcarce  form'd.     The  World 
was  as  yet  too  young,  to  have  learnt  the  Princi- 
'   pies  of  true  Honelly.    Morality  was  more  ao- 
complifli'd,  and  the  Precepts  of  it  better  known 
in  Virgil's  time,  in  whom  we  ihaU  find  therp 
lefs  detedive,  than  in  Homer.    For  Virgil  could 
not  himfelf  diflemble  his  own  Sentiments,  as 
to  the  In  juftice  of  the  Civil  War,  tho'  it  occa- 
fion'd  thp  Eftabliftiment  of  the  Government, 
and  of  the  Fortune  o{  Augufim  his  Patron.  H<s 
could  not  approve  of  ic^  and,  as  if  he  had  beep 
himfelf  fraught   with  Republican  Principles 
under  a  Monarchical  Eftablifhment,  he  con- 
demns that  Form  of  Government,  but  with 
the  greateft  Caution  and  Tendernefs  imagina- 
ble, by  cajoling  and  flattering  Caj^ary  who  was 
the  Author  of  it. 

T*u(jut  prior  J  Tu  parce,  gtnus  qui  ducts  Olj/mpo 
Frojice  tela  manu.  Sanguis  meus,  — — — ^ 
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-'  Ah  J  tbou  tbefirfi  lay  down  th  Utwkfs  Claim ^ 
TboH  cfmj  Blood  vibo  bears  tie  Julian  Namo. 

Mr.  Diyden. 

Thus  was  his  Morality  full  of  Honour  and  In- 
tegrity, and  direcaiy  oppofite  to  that  Spirit  of 
Flattery,  which  then,  under  the  Monarchy, 
began  to  be  countenanced. 


c  HAP.   vm. 

Of  THOUGHTS. 

THoughts,  which  are  the  fourth  Qualifi- 
cation of  a  Poem,  have  fo  great  a  Refe- 
rence to,  and  Correfpondence  with  Morality, 
that  the  Principles  of  the  one,  are  likewile  the 
principles  of  the  other :  Nay,  we  may  be  al- 
lowed to  fay,  that  Thoughts  are  in  effed,  but 
only  the  the  ExprefGons  of  Morality.  It  is 
not  therefore,  much  to  be  wonder'd  at,  that 
Vhpl  (hould  b^ve  the  Advantage  of  Homer  in 
this  Refped,  fince  he  had  it  after  fo  lingular  a 
mannei^  in  the  cutler.  And  for  this  he  is  in- 
debted to  the  Age  he  wrote  an,  wliich  was 
more  polite  and  refin'd,  than*  that  in  which  Ho- 
mtr  Jlouri/h'd,  who  made  it  not  fo  much  his 
bufmefs  to  think  well,  as  to  fpeak  well  ;  for 
his  Thoughts  are  never  fo  fine  and  delicate,  as 
his  Difcourfes.  I  fhall  not  therefore  f^and  to 
make  a  long  Comparifon  between  them,  but 
only  give  you  an  Obfervation  or  two  upon 
fome  of  thqfe  Thoughts,  which  Htmer  infpires 
his  Heroes  with,  from  which  we  may  form  a 
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/ JuiJgmcnt  of  tlie  Reft,  AgOfhemnon,  in  the  firft 

was,  that  he  hai.  a  gf^^^er  Aiki^k  and  £- 
fteem  for.  hcr^   than  he  had  for  Cljtemmfira. 
I  Here  you  may  fee  an  Inftance  of  a  kind  an^ 
I  booeft  Husband  focfoocli^  to  fxrefi^  a  Str ^ager 
lhhikAj\      ^  l>efare  his  own  Wife,  and  a  Slave  bebre  i 
prtncefi  that  was  a  Per(bii  of  the  lughd^  De« 
ferc.  i 

"^     JV(?j?^,  in  the  Ninth  Uiad^  tells  Agamtnmmy 
^)»he  d€fe^  bk  Ad^^c^  %^^Qft  tb»  Diftra  Aion  ^ 
Affairs,  occafion'd  by  the  Abfence  of  Achilles^ 
that  he  will  give  him  moft  inGomparable  Coun- 
fcl,  and  that  never  any  Perfon  fince  the  Foun- 
dation of  tbje  Wodd  ba,d  ever  g^ven  better. 
The  good  Man  Is  foil  of  Vanity  and  Oftenta- 
tion,  and  conddering  his  Chara(%er,  he  might 
indeM  have  beeni  more  Klodeft,  and  nipre 
ppofi  the  Referve.    The  Counfel   too^    he 
gives,  i&  not  fo  veny  extraordinary,  ^  being 
^o  more  than  this,  thai  AMks  fliould  be  ap- 
teas'd,  that  afll  imaginable  Sa^fefaAlon  AicuU 
%e  given  him^  and  thai  thery  9tipa\A  obH^  hint 
to  peturn  to  the  Army.    This  argued  no  very 
great  Depth  of  Policy  j  a  Perfon  of  but  ovdi- 
iKiry  Endowments  might  have  given  as  good 
Advice. 
^      AbtUbcbuSy  his  Son,  in  the  23,  J//^i,  fpeaics 
to  his  Horfes ;  enters  into  a  formal  Difcoucfe 
with  them,  and  eoniures  them  to  do  tjietr  ut- 
tnofl,  to  exerC  all  their  Vigour  to  win  the  Raee^ 
from  Mm&Um  and  THomedes^  at  the  Games  that 
were  to  be  celebrated  upon  the  Death  of  P4f- 
iroclus.    H«  encourages,  and  excites  them  widi 
the  moft  preffing  Earne<lne&  of  Difcourfe  ima- 
ginable, yet  with  very  Trivial  and  Childifli 
Reafons,  telling  them,  that  his  Father  Jsiifict 
wHl  turn  them  out  of  hii  Service,  or  cut  thieir 
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ThoMts^  if  chey  do  not  as  they  flioul^  do.  In 
llicict^  hp  4)€comes  a  very  Patheiick  Orator  to 
meer  bmee  Beafts. 

'Tis  tn;e  isideedi^  Pbaarcb  in  his  Treatifb  op* 
on  Htfviery  Apologia^^  for  the  liberty  the  Poet 
took  in  luaking  Jmittufihs  in  this  place>  and 
Heffar  in  another^  fpeak  to  their  Hoc fes^  from 
his  Opinion  of  tlte  Tranfmigration  of  Souls^ 
u^ich  he  had  taken  from  Pythagoras  ;  but  I  will 
appral  oa  that  Phiiofopby^^  whether  the  Metemh 
^^iofis  renders  IBeafts,  lef$  Be^fU  than  they 
weve^  and  whether  it  Qualifies  them  to  be 
snore  capdede  of  atwtnditig  to  the  DidUtes  <^ 
KtaSoti 

Jnfiter,  in  the  FtSdi  &ad,  tells  Murs,  after 
diat  Dwmedes  had  Wounded  him^  tliat  he  couM 
no  longer  bear  with  bino^  that  he  juAly  deiferVd 
the  ^^isfortune  that  had  happened  to  hkn,  for 
his  bafe  Compliance  with  thSs  Counfisk  cf  hif 
Mother  Jun^^  who  was  of  an  noruly  Spirit^ 
and  of  an  Humour  very  untra^able.  What 
ftrange  Kindneffes  are  thefc,  for  the  Prince  of 
the  Gods  to  feow  towards  his' Wifef -What 
Comfort  and  Confolation  was  this  to  his  Son 
Marsy  who  was  then  newly  Wounded  ?  Wef 
IKould  never  have  done/  /hould  we  go  on  tbus^ 
with  thefe  Remarks.  Befides^  tljat  PirgUis  not 
fobje<9:  to  thefe  Weatfcneffes,  ne  k  always  Seri- 
ous, always  Sublime  and  Lofty,  to  maintain 
and  Jkeep  up  the  CharacSter  of  his  Heroes^  i^ie 
does  not  de£bend  fa  low,  astoDroU>  and  be 
Facetious  andNfepry,  wi(h  gr^ea/t  Familiarity  ^ 
a  thing  £>  beneath  die  Digmicy;  of  }m  Rank  ana 
Station,  and  io  contrary  to  all  Decency,  wbicb 
Hofmr  often  forgot.  Hbr  he  pucs  off  tba(  Ak 
of  Grandeur  and  Majefiy^  whig^  fi>.  properly 
belongs  to  his  Cbara(^  ;  and  everyr  aqw  and 
then^  deb^^s  biAfeif  by  degenerating  into  a 
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loofe*  and  familiar  way  j^jT  Talking^  and  by 
turning  things  into  Ridicule^  under  pretence 
of  entertaining  his  Reader    with  fomething 
Pleafant  and  Diverting.    As  when^   for  In- 
ftance^  in  the  Eighth  Book  of  the  Odjffej^  he 
entertains  the  Gods  with  a  Comedy,  tome  of 
them  he  makes  BufFoons,  by  introducing  Mars 
,  aiid  Fenus  on  the  Stage,  taken  in  a  Net  Fukan 
had  lay'd  for  them,  contrary  to  that  Air  of 
Gravity,  which  is  fo  Eflential  to  an  Heroick 
Poem.    The  Scuffle  between  Irus  and  Ufyjfes^ 
in  the  Eighteenth  Book,  borders  much  upon 
the  Burlefque,  as  does  likewife  the  Character 
of  Ther/itis,  and  the  Story  of  Venuf*s  being 
wounded,  in  the  Iliad.   But  to  do  Homer  all  the 
Right  he  deferves,  we  may  very  juftly  make 
this  Reflexion ,  that  the  Weakneifes  of  this 
Poet,are  not  fo  much  to  be  imputed  to  him,a$  to 
the  Age  he  liv'd  in,  which  was  not  capable  of 
any  greater.  Refinement,  either  in  Thoughts 
dr  10  Morals. .  / 


CHAP.     IX. 
Of  W  0  \T>  S. 

AS  Thoughts  are  the  Expreffions  of  Mo- 
rallty^  fo  Words  are  the  Expreffions  of 
Thoughts.  And  in  this,  which  is  the  fifth 
QualiHcdtion,  according  to  Arifiotle\  Order^ 
H&mtr  Triumphs,  as  being  that  in  which  he  is 
moft  accompliihed.  Ther.e  is  no  contefting 
this  with  him ;  'tis  an  Advantage  he,  without 
any  manner  of  Difpute,  has  above  all  other 
Poets,  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner  as  cannot  b& 
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well  exprefe'd..  *Twas  this  flidmirable  Talent  • 
of  Exprefllng  things  finely,  that  made  So^Aw^/^ 
vrho  paffes  for  the  Model  and  Standard  of  Tra- 
gedy, his  conft^nt  Admirer,  and  itioft  exa^ 
Imitator  :  upon  which  account  th6  Critick^ 
caird  him  The  great  Lovef  of  Horher.  Fdr  thd 
fame  Reafon  it  is,  that  Plato^  in  the  Tenth 
Book  of  his  RefublicK  ftiles  hibi  the  Prince  of 
Heroick  Poets.  ?in4ar  in  the  Seventh  Ode  df 
the  NemaaH  Ganjes,  Commends  and  Admires 
him  lipon  no  other  accbhnt,  bat  fbr  the  Lofti- 
nefs  and  Grandeur  of  his  Style.  And  Lmginki 
in  his  Treitife,  t)ropofes  him  as  the  hioft  per- 
ftd  and  lively  Idea  of  a  Majeftick  Style,  and 
and  always  Quotes  him  as  the  only  Model  of 
the  true  Sublime. 

In  ihort,  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  is  Upon  the 
account  of  this  Qualification,  that  he   hath 
thus  imposed  upon  all  Antiquity ;  and  that  the 
Elegance  and  Beauty  of  his  Word^,  v(^as  the 
Charm,  chat  dreW  all  the  Men  of  Learning  in^ 
to  fo  vaft  an  Efte6m  for  him^    For  as  the  Plea-  Tinkm 
fantnefs  and  Luftre  of  4  Poem  confifts  entirely  j^^J^^ 
in  the  Expreffions  of  it,  which  are  generally  J^f^v^ 
the  Principal  Parts  of  its  Beauty  ,*  Horner^  who  vtrjibus 
Bias  exceird  all  the  Poets  in  the  Noblenefs,  Ele-  ^^»^^*  ^^- 
gance  and  Grandeur  of  Hi^,  has  thereby  dei  "^^^^^ 
lerv'd,  that   Admiration  which  all  Ages  have  vu^ori 
had  for  him.    'Twas  this  that  made  Tindar  urminum 
(  whom  Horace  propdfes  as  a  Model ),  and  all  >^»^  ^^^^^ 
the  Greek  Lyricks  defpair  of  ever  attaining  to  ^0^^f 
the  Majefty  of  HbidersVerle.     And  Paterculm^  minjfima 
in  the  firft  Book  of  his  Hiftory,  has  this  Com-  duicedine 
mendatiOh   of  him,  That    he  alone  deferv'd  the  caminm 
Name  of  a  Pdtt  frofn  the  Delicacy  and  Smetnefs  "^^ZvJrli 
afhisVerfes.  ^  ^^aawci 

'Tis  upon  the  ^core  of  this  inort  admirable 
Advantage. .  that  Lnurgus  made  fo  great  an 
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,  Oft«fi^ation  of  his  Poetry,  in  the.  Qradon  he 
made  againfi  Leocr4tes ;  that  t/EfcbyUs  ^ys  in 
Thffmb  wd  A^benam^  that  his  Tragedies^^am 
bat  the  Crumbs  of  Hmer$  great  Banquets ;  that 
Thtto  affirms  hiip  to  be  the  moft  Accomplifh'd 
and  the  mojft  Divine  of  all  the  Poets  j  thap: 
Afifidts  in  the  third  Tome  of  his  Ofafi^ts^  faysj 
that  no  Man  ever  fpoke  better ;  and  that  4rh 
fiotle  in  his  Treatife  upoh  Poetry,  likewife  fays, 
that  he  tranfcends  sM  others  in  the  Height  and 
Grandeur  of  his  Expreflions.  Socrates  in  one  of 
his  Epifiles  to  Xencfwm  ;  Xenopbm  himfelf  in  hi$ 
Banyitt ;  Democrittef  in  Dio»  Chyfifiof^e  ;  A^ifio- 
fbaneshntht Frogs i  Hierocles  in  his  Fragments  in 
Stobasss  s  Hermogenes  in  his  Ideas  ;  Fbikfiratm  in 
his  Heroick  Images}  Theocritus  in  his fixteenth  Idf-^ 
Hum  ;  Mofchus  in  his  third  ;  TUitarcb  in  his  Dif- 
courie  he  made  upon  Homer ;  Diony/ms  Halicar^ 
najfeeus  in  the  ConfiruSHm  of  Names  ;  yamblicus 
in  the  Life  of  Vj^bagoras  j.  Origen  againll  Celfus 
in  his  feventh  Book ;  Maximum  Tjrius  m  his  ffx* 
teenth  DilTertation ;  Ijician  in  his  Elogy  on 
Demofibenes  ;  Tbemifiius  in  his  fixteenth  Oration; 
and  an  infinite  Number  of  othersj  do  Unani* 
moufly  affirm  the  fame  thing. 

But  all  tbefe  great  Men^  whom  I  h^ve 
Nam'd^  gave  thefe  their  C^omtp^datjons '  of 
Homer,  only  upon  the  account  of  the  Bta^ty 
and  Luftre  of  his  Difcourfe^  for  which  indeea, 
we  cannot  Admire,  nor  Praife  him  too  muph. 
And  it  muft  be  acknowledg'd  likewife,  that 
upon  this  fingle  Advantage^  in  which  h?  !^x- 
cells  in  a  moft  Eminent  manner^  he  juftly  dcr 
fetves  the  Preference  before  Virgil,  t^p'  Virgil 
be  the  moft  Prudent,  the  moft  Difcreet,  and 
the  moft  Judicious  of  all  that  ever  wrote, 
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efleSf'ms  u^m  the  Exfxre0Qns  o/Ho* 
iner  and  Virgil. 

THere  isftiH  ibrtielRrhat  fanhdr  to  be  rofiutf^ 
ked  copeerning  the  Expreflk)qs  of  Homifj^ 
the  Beauty  and  Laftre  of  wUch  hafve  fe  MghH[ 
dofenp'^  the  Efteem  and  Apptaulb^  even  pF  en 
Anciqjui(y. 

The  Tranficioms  wh{cb,  anfttrerable  to  th^lr 
Defign^  ought  to  be  very  much  varied  for  A6 
greater  Divei fion  of  the  Reader  {  are  as  fieat 
alike^  and  for  the  inoft  part  ihe  fame  rkroligb^  * 
pur  the  whole  Wofk.  We  cannot  reciMm  i^ 
above  Twenty  or  Thirty  different  forts  in  thd 
whole  l^xtenty  of  near  thirty  Tbouiand  Verfei^ 
and  conlequehtly  one  and  the  fame  Contieti^ 
on^  commdniy  prefeming  it  f<Mf>  is  very  apt 
to  give  foitie  diflafte  by  lo  frequent  a  Repeti^ 
Hon.  This  fave  Martial  zn  occafton  to  bd 
Witty  upon  TIr  J^*  cfemicfif Sfdiei*  and  to  fay,  that  ^ 

i^e  Latine  Mufcs  were  not  fo  Light  and  Airy 
as  the  Grecian  MUifes  were*  S^i  AAfii0  C9lim$d 
Ssvmom. 

The  Coniparifons  are  flat^  and  fore  d^  iiA 
femetimes  not  very  Natural,  and  never  ver^  "^ 
,  Excellent ;.  tho'  iiji  fo  great  a  Number  of  tfhem^ 
it  is  impomble,  but  there  mufi  be  fbme  )uft 
and^  ^e.    I  fliaU  fay  nothing  of  that,  which  is 
become  fo  Fanious  for  its  Indecency  and  Mean- 
nefi,  that  ^l  the  World  have  heard  of  it^    For    ^ 
what  can  h6  niore  gtofs  and  abfurd,  and  more  //.      «^r 
flat,  to  fay  no  worfb,  than  to  eompare  Ajax  fUt^\  /X 
in  the  midft  of  an  Engagement,  furrounded  by    ^-^5^7  //^ 
hit  Enemies  on  all  ^&&y  and  overwhdm'd  by  /     *  ^ 

Ml  thtf 
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the  Number  of  repeated  Blows  ^  to  an  A(s 
feeding  in  a  Field  of  Corn^  which  the  Chil- 
dren  would  drive  out  from  thence  with  their 
Poles  ?  I  leave  it  to  any  one  to  think^  what  a 
noble  Efk&  fuch  a  piecis  bf  Fancy  muft  needs 
have  in  a  Poem  fo  Grave  and  Serious  as  the 
niaJ }  and  111  appeal  to  any  Man  s  Judgment^ 
.  whether  the  Colours  of  this  Compariion  af- 
f  ford  us  any  thing  Pleafant  and  Agreeable^  tho' 
V  we  allow  it  all  the  Advantages  that  can  be; 
For  there  ar?  fome  Grammarians^  that  pretend 
'  to  have  found  out  fome  Delicacy  in  it^  and  {o 
by  all  means  would  juftify  the  Comparifon. 
But  however,  Ifball  not  in  the  leaft  fcruple 
to  own,  that  there  are  fome  moft  admirable 
Comparifons  in  this  Poet,  where  we  may  find 
all  the  Beauties  and  Graces  of  Expreffion^ 
which  Virgil  has  taken  the  Advantage  of,  and 
plac'd  them  fo  well  in  his  Poem,  by  giving 
them  a  new  Turn,  and  a  different  Air. 

Defcriptions,  which  are  look'd  upon  for  the 
moft  part  as  Puerile,  and  too  Light  and  Airy 
^  for  Eloquence,  are  very  frequent  in  Homer  } 
they  are  fpun  out  to  too  great  a  Length,  and 
feem  fomewhat  afFeded.  The  Defcription  of 
the  Gardens  of  Akinotts  in  the  Seventh,  and 
that  of  the  Port  of  Ithaca  in  the  Thirteenth 
Oiyjfeyy  are  of  this  Nature.  The  Defcription 
of  the  Port,  and  that  of  the  Grott,  where  the 
Nymphs  Inhabited,  take  up  Eighteen  Verfes, 
upon  which  Torphiry  has  wrote  a  Commentary  . 
The  Defcription  ot  Mount  e/4E^»^,  in  the  third 
Book  of  Virgil,  is  drawn  within  the  Compafi 
of  a  very  few  Verfes,  tho*  he  had  a  fai^  and 
juft  occafion  of  Dilating  on  that  Subjed,  and 
PhavorirtHs  in  Aulus  Gellim  finds  he  might  have 
enlarged.  'Tis  true  indeed,  the  Defcription 
of  the  Port  of  LyiiVi,,  is  in  Ten  Verfes,  and 
.   .  that 
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that  of  Fame,  in  the  Fourth  Book,  in  more  ; 
but  the  former  is  Pardonable,  upon  the  ac- 
count, that  it  was  Eitpedient  to  give  the  Rea- 
ders iflind  fome  eafe,  after  the  Relation  qf  a 
Tempeft;  and  it  is,  Imufl  own,  the'largeft 
Defcription  in  the  whole  t^neid;  and  the 
latter,  which  is  the  Defcription  of  Fame,  is 
not  truly  the  moft  exquifite  piece  in  that 
Author  ?  For  he  is  much  upon  the  Refenre 
every  where  elfe,  and  is  not  guilty  of  thofe  n 
Childi/h  trifling  Eflays,  which  Tlarace  in  his 
Art  (fFoetrj,  fays,  are  Infufferable  in  Matters 
Serious;        • 

--Cum  hem  &  Arit  Diana ^ 


Et  froferantis  Aqua  per  amanos  amhitus  agtos. 
Aui  flumen  Rhtnum,  autfluvm  defcrihittirArcm. 

Here  they  defcrihe  a  TemfU  or  0  Wood^ 

Or  Streams  that  through  aeligbtful  Meadows  Hm, 

And  there  the  Rainbow ^  or  the  rapid  Rhine. 

£.  ot  Rofcommon. 

'Tis  true  indeed ,  thefe  Defcrijptions  of 
Woods,  Temples^  Rivers,  the  Rainbow,  and 
other  fuch  pleafant  things,  have  a  relifh  of 
fomething  Childifh,  and  as  that  great  Man  fays, 
are  as  difagreeable  with  great  Subjects,  as  4 
piece  of  rich  and  very  fine  Cloath  is  with  com*: 
Qion  and  ordinary  Stuff. 

Incaftis  gravihs  plerumque  &  magna  frofejji^^ 
Purfureus  late  qui  fflendeat  unus  &  alter, 
Ajjuitur  Tannus.  "■ 


M  3  Son^i^ 
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^bflaud  tbmfilws^  wiin  s^iw^id  Urns 
SWH  thrmigk  th  hififid  Pnlmfitttbe  Ttjjt. 

E^ofRofcommon, 

Thefc  lar  fetch'jd  Beauties  never  Cbaif m  mi3ch« 
because  wherf-e?er  they  are  p}ac*d^  thfcy  hav« 
not  a  4m  Coiuif  xion  and  Coheribiie  Withj 
nor  do  they  beara  juft  Prdportioti  totfa^  whole^ 
^y  r9;aon  of  thfir  being  tdO  Qlitteringt 


^l^on  erat  His  kcus. 


Jj^nt  tb^  miffl0€$  tbim  aB,  sml  etwu^d  tbim  in. 

£40!  Rofcomnion* 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  likewife^  that  Ho^ 
mer  is  mof  e  to  be  admired  than  yhrgiK  for  his 
Cpichets  and  Adverbs^  This  is  indeed  his  Ma- 
fierpiece :  never  was  any  Imagination  Richer, 
more  Fnlitfuli  and  more  Happy,  and  Ms  no 
fetter  than  down-right  Raillery,  to  pretend, 
that  be  repeats  bis  W/e^  dwit  too  often.  *Tis 
no  fuch  thing,  'tis  a  great  piece  of  Injuftica 
done  him,  to  upbraid  him  with  Poverty  and 
Barrennefs  of  £xpre(Eon  on  this  Account ;  for 
i  iny  felf  have  counted  above  Twenty  other 
different  Bplthets  in  the  Iliad  for  Milks  alone* 
iTtrgHin  Comparifon  to  Horner^  is  Poor  indeed, 
a^  to  thefe  Circumftances,  wanting  all  thofe 
[cind  of  Ornaments,  which  arife  from  the  rich 
and  fruitful  Jreafure  of  the  Gred  Tongue, 
which  the  Latine  could  by  no  means  boaft  of: 
And  if  we  defpoil  Homer  of  his  Epithets  and 
Adverbs,  we  (hould  Rob  him  of  the  Beft  of  hi$ 
Graces.  Por  without  doubt, ,  thefe  are  the 
moft  Ornamental  Parts,  and  what  add  a.  very 
great  Beauty  to  the  whole,  •  Jut 
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But  after  all,  it  might  be  rightly  obfenr*d, 
that  thefe  Epithets^  which  are  to  great  an  Or- 
nament to  the  Poem,  are  very  common  and 
bbvious.  For  Without  any  more  adoe,  he  calls 
Snow  Wbitey  Milk  Sweet,  and  Fire  Burning. 
He  does  not  endeavour  and  aim  at  fo  much 
Delicacy  and  pinenefs,  as  our  later  Authors, 
whoallour  of  no  Epithets,  as  tolerable,  if  they 
have  not  a  kind  of  counter-fignification  to  the 
Words  they  are  jo5n*d  with,  to  give  a  more  ex- 
traordinary Air  to  the  Difcourfe,  and  make  it 
Sparkle  by  a  kind  of  Claihihg  and  Oppofition 
oi  Words  with  one  another  ,•  which  deprav'd 
and  vicious  Palates  rel^  as  apiece  of  great 
Delicacy.  For  you'll  find,  that  there  are  tome 
that  can  difcover  fomething  ftrangely  enter- 
taining in  a  Conjundtion  of  fuch  Words  as  are  at 
an  irrcconcileable  Variance  with  one  another  j 
nay,  of  fuch  as  are  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
one  another.  Ovid,  in  his  Metaworpbojts,  and 
in  his  EfiftUs,  and  Vtlktus  Tatcrculus  were  the 
firft.  that  gave  this  falfegup  to  the  Age  they 
liv'd  in  ;  an  Age  that  was  mightily  devoted  to 
Simplicity.  Seneca,  with  all  the  great  Declaim 
mets  pf  that  Age,  whofe  Fragments  we  read  in 
his  Controverfies,  greatly  affeded  to  imitate 
them  ;  but  they  did  it  without  that  good  Ma- 
nagement obfervable  in  Ovid  and  Vatereulusy'who 
knew  how  to  ufe  thefe  falfe  and  counterfeit 
Jewels  to  the  beft  Advantage.  Lucan  and  7i- 
citus.  Studied  to  make  themfelves  Mafters  of 
this  Charafter,  and  were  the  firft  Authors  of 
that  Art,  which  confifted  in  a  Pleafant  and 
Meny  Jingling  of  Words,  that  were  oppofitfe 
to  one  another,  fuch  as  Superficial  Wits  are  fo 
much  Enamour'd  with.  And  'twas,  in  fliort, 
from  this  Univerfal  Debauch,  from  this  genera^ 
Corruption,  that  the  Epigrams  oi  Martial,  an4 
M  4  th^ 
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the  Panegyridfs  of  fUnj^  T^catt^s  and  Mamer- 
tinfff^  fprung  up  in  alter  Ages.  Not  but  that 
this  way  of  Writing  has  its  Beauties,  but  they 
^re  fach  as  tbofe  Woinen  are  Celebrated  for^ 
who  Patpb  atiflPaint,  and  ufe  all  External  and 
Artificial  Ornaments,  becaufe  they  have  no 
Islatural  and  Real  ones. 

If  or  is  it  after  all  in  the  leaft  to  be  denied^ 
but  that  an  Epithet  that  is  bright  ai^  fplendid, 
and  judicioufly  plac'd,  is  a  wonderful  Orna- 
inent  in  a  Difcourfe,  as  that  ^s'd  by  Iii4^  in  her 
ppiftle  to  tineas ;  Extrces  fretiojk  oJia. 

Tofimn  my  Ldv^^  if  thou  wiUfeek  tkf  Fate, 
'Tfs  a  ^ear  Purchaje  and  a  affify  Hate. 

Mr.  Dryden. 

Which  you  II  meet  with  in  OvUy  whofe  He- 
roides  I  always  efteem'd  as  the  mX)&  Glittering 
and  Refplendent  of  all  thofe  Works  that  are  the 
pure  Produdions  of  the  Min^,  the  true  and 
genuine  Refults  of  Wit  and  Fancy,  which  our 
Poets  will  never  attain  to.  Of  the  fame  Stamp 
and  Charader  is  the  Title  VilUim  Taterculus 
I^ift.l.  2.  confers  on  L.  Domltius  eminentiffinta  fifnflkitatis 
Virurn  ,•  ^nd  abundance  of  other  fuch  like  Ex- 
preffions,  which  may  be  found  in  thofe  two 
Authors.  But  as  thefe  Words  betray  a  certain 
Luftre,  and  are  fomewhat  Brisk  and  Spritely, 
fo  fome  have  been  often  wanting  in  that  Mo- 
deration requifite  to  a  juft  and  true  Manage- 
ment of  them.  For 'tis  the  common  Fault  of 
thofe  that  have  the  Art  of  Expreflirig  them- 
felvcs  well,*  that  they  cannot  govern  themfelvcs 
as  t9  the  number  of  their  Words,  but  are  apt 
to  launch  out  too  f^r,  and^  tranfported  with  the 
Succefs  they  meet  with,  let  thcmfelves  entirely 
^  loofs,  and  at  length  become  very  diftafteful 
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throngh  an  exceffive  ^^fire  of  beins  over  Plea« 
f^nt  and  Diverting  in  their  Difcourle.    So  that 
it  were  much  better^  in  order  to  avoid  this 
JPault,  and  keep  within  the  Limits  of  good  So- 
lid Senfe^  efpecially  in  a  continued  Difcoarfe, 
which  oqght  to  have  fome  Charaders  at  leait 
of  Grandeur  and  Majefty3  and  to  ihow  fome* 
M^h^t  of  an  exalted  Genius ;  I  fay,  it  were  much 
better  to  forbear  the  Ufe  of  thofe  nice  Epithets 
which  ieem  fomewbat  Abftrufe  and  Myfterir 
ous.    Thofe  which  are  the  moft  Obvious,  and^ 
which  beft  exprefs  the  Nature  of  the  things, 
arc  always  the  Choiceft,  and  fuch  are  thote 
which  Homer  us*d.     I  muft  confefs  indeed,  that  Aded  nibil 
%o  £fFe(%  this,  there  is  requifite  a  far  greater  cmmodim 
fhare  of  Judgment  and  Difcretion,  !:han  of  Wit  ^^  I^' 
and  Fai^cyj  but  Men  never  (peak  well,  ^nt^Siiic 
when  they  think  wifely,  and  (uch  as  do  that,  jw.       ^ 
are  never  behind  hand  in  their  Accounts,  as 
the  Critick  has  obferv  d.    Which  is  to  b*e  un- 
derfiood  as  well  of  the  Nature  of  the  pifcourfe^ 
as  of  the  Morality  of  it« 


r*^ 


C  H  A  P.    XL 

How  the  CharaSier  of  Homer,  u  to  he 
MJimguip?'d  from  that  of  Virgil. 

TO  Form  a  Judgment  with  fome  kind  of 
certainty  of  thefe  two  incomparable  Au- 
thors, 'twill  be  neceflfary  to  difcern  exa&ly  be- 
tween their  feveral  Charafiers,  which  are  very 
oppofite  to  one  another.  For  Homer  being  in- 
clin'd  to  fpeak  much,  and  Virgil  to  be  filent ; 
'tis  upon  this  aiiference  that  we  muft  found  our, 
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Di(Hnftion^  add  from  hehc6  make  atiexaft 
Computation  of  their  peculiar  G^ilikr^  and  df 
the  eifential  Marks  and  Tokens  of  their  Chir- 
rafter  :  There  are  t  fdrt  of  Meri,  Who  haVe 
,  the  Vanity  to  fet  lib  fof  great  Criticks,. and 
f  pretend  to  give  their  Jitdgm(int  t)f  Vhgil^  froth 
^  i  their  grave  and  profoilAd  Refldfi^ons  upon  hitii^ 
without  ever  in  the  Idaft  Obfef  ving  in  What  the 
eminent  Qualitr  of  the  Faiicrv  and  Judghierit 
of  that  t>ofet,  by  ^Kich  hd  is  alWajrs  diftitt- 
gtiifli'd  from  the  Reft,  does  priticipally  coriRft: 
Fot  thy  owh  part.  wB6  adbiirfe  nothing  fo 
ttiUdi  in  h\i  Way  m  writi«fe,  as  that  adtairable 
Moderation  and  Refehritioft  he  is  fo  much 
Mdfter  of  in  his  Sxprdfling  df  things,  and  ih 
Jiis  not  Etpreffing  of  ahy  more  thin  tvhac  is 
|uft  requiflce  j  I  naVe  ever  been  of  Opinion, 
that  by  this  etiterion  alorte  we  might  diftin- 
guifli  him.  A  Man  ihuft  be  very  Cautious,  and 
vSt  great  Application  in  the  Pehlfal  of  hinl, 
to  find  out,  that  his  very  Silfeince  in  feme  cer- 
tain PafTages^  fpeaks  more  thatl  We  think  of,  aild 
argues  moft  exquifite  Prudence  and  Difcretion. 
For  when  he  has  once  got  the  Method  of 
founding  his  Meaning,  he'll  find  him  fome- 
fimes  as  admirable  in  what  he  fays  not,  as  in 
what  he  fays. 

And  for  my  part,  I  know  not  of  any  Ati- 
I  thor  befides  Virgily  that  has  fuch  a  ftocic  of  pru- 
1  dence  to  guard  arid  fecure  his  Moderation  and 
V  Sedarenefs  amidft  the  Heat  and  Fury  of  an 
Imagination  enflam'd  by  a  Genius  of  Poefy, 
l^e  moft  infpir'd  that  ever  was.   Lucan^  in  Com- 
parifon   of  him,   is  Rafh  and  Incortfiderate, 
knowing  no  bounds,  and  Statm  is  again  as  Fu- 
rious.   Ovid  hlrtifelf  cou'd  never  arrive  to  that 
Peffe<ftion,  till  toward  the  latter  end  of  his 
Diys,  when  he  writ  his  Fafiiy  which  is  thft 
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duly  Piece  of  tH  his  Works^  whtrein  he  fliows 
himfelf  Moderate  aodDifcre4t^  fot  in  the  Rdft^ 
he  difcdTers  much  of  Youth  and  Gayeiy.  Hit 
Introdudions  of  Examples  and  Gomparifom  iii 
his  Books  it  Tri/Hh»,  and  hit  other  Eiegks  d6 
Aot  come  up  to  this  ChiniAer  j  and  his  Epijtles^ 
which  I  Ibolc  upon  is  the  Flowers  0f  the  Ri^ 
wnm  Wit^  ha?e  not  the  leail  of  that  Maturity 
of  Judgment,  which  is  the  Sovereign  Perfedi- 
on  of  VkgU.  And  as  to  this  particular^  I  may 
be  allow'a  to  compare  yitgU  to  thofe  Generals 
of  Armies,  who  carry  about  with  them  evett 
in  the  very  Hurry  of  a  Fight  all  the  Tranquil*- 
Hty  and  Compoiure  of  their  Cabinet  Cobnfelsj 
md  who  in  the  gireateft  Heat  of  AAion,  amidft 
the  Noife  of  Cannons^  Drufns^  and  Trum«« 
pets,  and  the  general  DillraAion  and  Tttmule 
of  an  Engagement)  are  not  intent  upon  any 
thing  but  nk^hat  their  own  Prudence  and  Mode^- 
ration  <Udates  to  tbe(|i3  and  kdi  only  as  thei^ 
own  Reafon,  their  nioft  faithful  Counfellonr  dt^* 
reds  them.  And  this  is  a  Charader  not  to  be 
found  in  any  but  Great  Soulsj  and  Perfons  of 
the  moft  Confummate  Wifdom^  fuch  as  was 
Vkgil  I  who  in  the  Heat  of  his  Poetick  Fury, 
fays  no  more  than  is  proper  to  be  faid,  and  al^ 
ways  leaves  more  to  be  thought  of  a  thing, 
than  he  fays  of  it. 

This  is  a  Commendation  not  much  unlike  . 
that,  which  TUny  gives  the  admirable  Paineef 
7imMtes,  in  the  tenth  Chapter  of  the  3^  Book 
of  his  Hiftory.  Timantitmimumadfuit  ingenii^ 
'  in  owmjms  ofmhus  ejt^s  inUlligitUTy  flusfemfer  tjuam 
^gittrr.  Timantes  had  a  great  Fancy  in  all  hii 
rkcesy  thire  TB^as  always  fmre  under fiood  than  ex* 
pifsd.  And  a  little  after  be  adds>  to  explain 
bimielf,  Rarntft  in  fuccejfu  JrtiSy  ut  iftendat  etiam 
fua.  $^ltau  M^  ^as  fs^uliat  i^  the  Snecefs  of  ha 
?  ••>       -  ^         _      ■  «  '  4rt, 
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Arty  to  iiffUy  even  tboft  things  which  lay  emceati. 

Sumffiali'  And  this  in  tome  lUfpeA^  refembles  that  won- 

muid  hoc    dcrful  and  furj^rizing  Eloquence  which  Cicero 

hco  de  ttu  fpeak$  of  to  his  Friend.    And  in  my  Judgment 

Si^MK   '^^  i^  th'is  ^^^  Circumipeaion^  and  in  this 

tdcuii  Ad  ^dmirabl?  Caution  and  Retervation  that  we  fhall 

Attic      find  the  true  Charader  of  Virgil  to  conHft^  who 

p^^'       flightly  paffes  over  things  as  a  Traveller  in  haftc^ 

.  '^       without  infifting  too  long  on  particulars.    He 

generpufly  prunes  and  cuts  off  all  Superfluities^ 

that  he  may  retain  only  what  is  purely  neceiTa- 

ry.    Ai^d  in  this  confifts  the  Excellency  of  a 

Work^  which  is  never  more  perfe(9L  than  when 

ther?  cannot  be  any  thing,  cut  off  froip  it. 

In  this  Perfection  confifted  likewife  all  that 

J\  e^quifite  good  Senfe  which  ilouriih'd  at  Rome 

I  under  the  Reign  of  Augufim^  and  which  was 

the  diftinguilhing  Chara^er  of  all   the  great 

Wits  that  then  writ^  whom  we  look  upon  as 

the  only  Models  of  the  Purity  of  the  Language^ 

and  of  that  admirable  way  of  Writing  which  is 

jnow  fo  much  in  Vogue  amongft  us. 

Of  this  Wjs  hav^  an  Inftance  in  fhofe  Orders 
which  AugH^K^  gave  Tucca  and  Partus y  to  take 
a  Review  or  the  %/Stiieid^  which  the  Author  in 
bis  Will  wpu  d  have  had  fupprefs'd,  as  not  think* 
ing  it  a  compleat  Poem.  The  Emperor  gave 
them  leave  to  cut  off  thofe  parts  that  might  be 
taken  away  without  doing  Injury  to  the  whole, 
but  exprefly  commanded  theqi  not  to  add  in  the 
l^aft,  qay,  not  fo  much  as  to  fill  up  the  Verfes 
that  were  imperfeA.  'Twas  the  Humour  of 
that  ha^jpy  Age,  tp  trench  what  they  cou  d  in 
their  Compoficions,  to  be  fparing  and  frugal  in 
their  Expreflions,  and  to  fpeak  but  little.  Lu» 
cretiusy  who  was  fo  Pure  and  fo  Polite,  had  not 
yet  arriv'd  to  this  Perfedion.  And  datullusy 
\yho  was  the  firft  amongft  the  Romanfy  that  be- 
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gan  to  give,  a  fine  Tarn  to  the  Language^  to 
improve  and  heighten  it'  with  the  Advantages 
of  Eiegance  and  Beauty,  had  not  as  yet  learnc 
that  great  Precept^  which  Horace  has  fince  fo 
much  inculcated  to  his  Vifimes. 

FruJensverfm  nfrebendet  inertes. 

Hor.  Ar.  Poet. 

The  FruJent  Care  (fan  htfartUl  Friend 
Will  give  j<m  Notice  of  each  idle  Line. 

£•  ofRolcommom  ' 


■^  Amhitiofa  reeidet 
Omamenta.         Hor.  Ar.  Poet. 

Or  where  it  is  too  lavijhlj  hefiov^d. 

E.  of  Rofcommo.n. 

>  Ut  curratjententia,  neu  fe 
bnpediat  verbis  lajjas  onerantibuf  aures, 

Hor.  Sat.  x.  L.  i. 

Ttt  this  1  grants  a  fort  (f  Excellence  : 
He  mufi  fe  fjhort,  nor  mufi  he  clog  bis  Senfe 
With  ufelefs  Words ^  or  make  his  Periods  long^ 
Thej  mufi  befmootb^  andfo  glide  o'er  the  Tongue. 

Mr.  Creech. 

Deterrent  Jibi  multa^  reeideret  omne  quod  ultra 
ferfeSum  traheretur.  Hor.  S^t.  x.  hi  i. 

Hewoud  correSl,  he  woud  retrench  his  Senfe 
And  fare  off  all  that  was  mf  Excellence. 

,  Mr.  Creech. 
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No(  ioei  he  siM  any  tbing  aiore  in  his  Satyi 
uppn  l^iiim  x  And  a  little  afterwards  fpeaMng 
of  the  f^ine  Lf^filim,  ha  fays,  that  had  he  fioa* 
riih'd  in  his  tim«^  h«  wou'd  have  linown  ho«l 
tohaveContradedkifnfalf^  and  without  dotrbt 
wou'd  have  eraz'd  a  great  many  things  out  of 
his  Verfes.  This  was  tl^ir  way  in  thoib  tiiiies^ 
Whiph  they  had  learn'd  from  the  Didates  of 
good  Senfe^  which  was  then  Triumphant. 
This  was  the  Metbad  Virgil  has  6i  well  otuerv'd, 
and  which  makes  up  )iis  ei&ntial  Charader  i 
whereas^  that  of  Homer  confifts  in  a  prolix  and 
tedious  manner  of  Speaking  and  Relating 
^  things.    He  is  the  greateft  Talker  of  all  Anti- 

-o^^    quity  ;  if.fooiuchy  3iat  the  Greeks  themfelves 
^^^^'       though  chargeable  with  exceffive  Difcourfing 

1  above  aIL-4)rh^  have  reprehended  Hgmtp  for 
that  Intempeteuice  of  Words^  as  a  confiderable 
mifcarriage^n  Difcourfe.  He  is  ever  upon  his 
Rehearfals^  and  not  only  oF  the  fame  Werds^ 
but  of  the  fame  Things  too^  and  fo  is  in  a  per* 
pecuai  Circle  of  Repetitions.  It  is  true  indeed, 
that  he  always  fpeaks  Naturally  enough,  hni 
then  he  always  fpeaks  too  much.  The  Adven- 
tures of  Ul^'es  in  t^gypt,  which  he  himfelf  re- 
lates to  the  good  Man  Eumatti  his  Hog-driver^ 
are  truly  idle  impertinent  Tories  purely  for 
Amufement.  There  is  no  Thread  in  his  Dif- 
courfe, nor  does  it  feem  to  tend  to  any  pro- 
pos'd  End,  but  eiceeeds  ait  manner  of  Bounds; 
That  vaft  Fluency  of  Speech,  and  thefe  mighty 
Overflowings  of  Fancy,  which  are  fo  common 
with  Hotiur^  make  him  carry  things  far  beyond 
^  the  Mark  they  ihou'd  have  been  levell'd  at, 
and  from  thence  it  is  that  the  Draughts  he  has 
given  us  of  things,  are  for  the  moft  part  too 
Accurate  ;  fo  that  he  leaves  nothing  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  Imagination  of  the  Reader,  who 

i&i 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Honjer  ^d  Virgil   *     »       175 

for  bb  owQ  private  Pleafur9  aisd  Sn^^a&ion, 
ought  r^ularfy^to  be  as  mucfi  taken  up  with 
what  he  Bimfislt  tbiAfc$  qpon  the  Subjed^  ^ 
with  what  hjs  rpadf  upon  it  in  others.  . 

Opon  this  Account  it  is  thjit  Virgil  never 
unr^vi^ls  thp  wl^ol^  Matter,  but  leaves  it  to  the  / 
RefleiStiQna  of  thoTe  that  read  him.    Young 
Aurtjprs  th^t  are  impertinent  an4  affei^ted,  ana 
that  ar?  c^jrrie^  away  with  a  Flow  of  Words,  j 
and  ^^  ^o^@  (^^(  b^e  lels  jf udgment  tb^in  Fan-  / 
cy,  caiqflot  ppipprebend  this  IVlaxim.    Becaufej^  ^ 
for  wanf  of  Ex^rience,  they  fallow  th^.Natu^ 
ral  P^ijt  of  thp\r  Inqlinatipqs ;  and,  as  through 
an  e}|L(;:^iIive  P^ire  of  tal^Qg  much^  they  car- 
ry things  beyond  tl^eir  proper  bounds^  fo  they 
commonly  prefent  us  wf th  IJea^  for  true  01^ 
jed^9  by  n^alfing  too  accurate  Reprefentatipns 
of  all  the  Matter  ^ey  take  in  Hand.    This  i^  pigf^, 
^n  Imperfe^iqn,  which  Jfelh  difcover'd  in  eos  errar& 
the  Painter^  of  his  Tinje,  as  Cicero  obferves.  ^^^^t^fA^i 
But  we  muft  remember  that  this  is  a  Defeft  in  "^/S 
reference  only  to  the  Expreflion.    for  it  is  a  effet  (atu, 
very  great  Excellency  that  any  ojqe  can  be  Orat. 
Mafter  of  to  give  the  mcft  Compleat  Images 
he  can  of  things,  apd  always  to  rajfe  his  Su-- 
perftru<3ures  upon  the  Ground- work  pf  the 
greateft  Ideas. 


CHAP.     X\\. 

Of  the  Unity  of  tk  Time^  of  the  tW9 
Toems. 

IT  muft  b?  a^knowledg'd,  that  there  can- 
not be  any  thiqg  faid  inore  to  the  Ad  van? 
itage  of  Horner^  than  W^at  Jtijfdfle^  the  Wifeft 

and 
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and  moft  Judicious  df  all  the  Cricicks^  has  ^aid 
of  him.  He  prbpofes  him  in  his  Poetry  a£  the 
troe  Model  of  an  Efkk  Poem^  and  Forms  all 
his  Precepts  from  v  the  lliad^  and  from  the 
Chap.  ^  ^^jff^*  ^^^  ^n  the  other  fide,  confidering* 
that  Arifiotle  nevfer  met  with  in  all  his  time  but 
only  two  very  wretched  Poems,  one  upon 
Htrtukiy  and  the  other  upon  Thefa^^  both 
which  he  fpeaks  of  in  his  Poetry ;  confidering, 
I  lay,  that  he  never  faw  any  thing  of  that  Na- 
ture, that  could  by  any  means  come  in  com* 
petition  with  the  Biad,  or  the  Odyffej,  it  is  not 
much  to  be  wondered  at ,  that  he  takes  thefe 
for  a  Model,  the  two  others,  being  rather  the 
Lives  of  fiercuUs  and  TheftUs^  than  the  proper 
SubjeAs  of  an  fipic*  Aftioft- 

And  'twas  this  made  tiarace  inveigh  with  fo^ 
much  Vehemency  againft  thofe  Poets  he  calls 
Cyclkky  by  reafon  of  the  purely  Natural  and 
Hiftorical  Reprefentation  they  gave  of  things^ 
by  multiplying  Matters  direftly  contrary  td 
to  the  Simplicity  and  Unity  of  A<9ion,  which 
is  fo  Eflential  to  the  Epopaa.  And  upon  thi^ 
fcore  we  are  now  to  Eicamine  the  Unity  of  the 
Poems  of /ifower  and  Virgil^  that  nothing  may  bd 
omitted,  that  is  requifite  to  a  juft  and  exad 
Comparifon. 

I  acknowledge,  that  as  to  the  Unity  of  Time, 
the  Iliady  and  the  Odjjfej^  have  the  Preference 
before  the  ty£neid.  For  the  Adion  of  the: 
Odfffejy  from  Vlfffes  his  leaving  Caljpfo  to  his 
being  difcover  d,  lafts  but  five  and  Forty  Days  j 
and  the  Acflion  of  the  Iliad  is  but  Eight  or  Nine 
Months  Duration  at  moft,  whereas  the  t/£neid 
takes  up  a  whole  Year  or  more. 

Nay,  fome  pretend,  that  the  Unity  of  A(fti- 
on  is  more  perreft  in  the  two  Poems  of  Homer, 
that!  it  is  in  that  of  Virgil,  in  ai  much  as  the 
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AAionofl^hc>fthem^Js.tiQtofilyon$  ami 
tbefame,  bat«llb  of  poi^  i^iiete  Perfon.    Pot 
AcUUis  docs  all  thiQgi  fiimfelT  alone  i  and  the 
iame  is  faid  otvygdj  who,  as  Arifi^l4j^fhxm%^      "^ 
re*cftabliflieshitm^ir  wichoat  t^^^U^nccpf 
any  other,  whiph  ieqns.(p  f rgue, rometbing 
of  Greatnefs. ,  jt^M^.^^pj^'^not^ipg  without 
the  help  of  hik  Cpmpjinropi  ^  which  \%  not 
fo   much  to  be    won^r  a  .  zi*  »:  And.  Taut, 
Meni\>\XtV9t%^  in  the  Second  of  \m  Academicd 
Difemiffis^  that  the  Apologi^  o^  Dofif  w^t^ds^ 
^t  his  Poem  is  a  perfeA  Piece^j, jbecaQie  it  is  tbc 
Adion  but  of  one  (ingle  Perfoii^ : ,  Qofimfpttn^ 
vkra  ifflgr  Heroico  i  fatt$  anep  di  aiikne,  4i  mo  .afi 
filtnamenfe  fih^    £  cii  ad  effimfio^  nan  gia  Ji  T 
fneiJi^  eve  eoh  efftr^fio  c^ira  Zma  :  ma  kin  dflt 
IliaJe  iOdiJ/ea:  Dwe al pn i AchiUe  tUllffefoU 
fa  Hiroicbt  imfrefe :  fenii  conclude  cbe  if  fufna.  di 
Dante  fi  a  eeceUentemente  maravigliafi,  f  iilufireii 
fbisTPoem^  hefides  tb^t  'tis  an  Heroiff^  onie,  is  aUi, 
icmffisdefA&im^  and  that  ifentJingkTisrfm  onlj*' 
Idnd  tkii^  accerdingto  the  Exanj/ffU, .  n^t  onlj^tf  tbe^ 
^neidy  wherein  %neas  AUs  with  an  Aj^w^f^  but 
l\kewije    if  the  Iliad  afU.^ihe^  UdyScy^wbtrek 
Achilles  and  Ulyfles  ^frf^^  alope  alt  the  fJcroicH 
ASions :  whence  he  Mcbfdes^  that  Dante's  Vetffi 
is  exctUentlj  Wanoerm  and  $lnirumj(.   ;     j    ^.  ^ 
To  this  it  may  b^  anfWfr'd,  tbat.t1[i|  vJnity 
of  the  Perfon  feiuffideiitly  prefeir'dj^^^       oC 
his  Chara^r^^and  ^C9njaitiQn^;  4hd  chat  an 
Efick  Poeni  ottgfat  to  prefent  jps  witfi  the  per- 
fea  Utn  of  ^.  great  Comtu^^pi  iti^Qifncnl  of 
an  Army^  andfhoc  of  a  Knight-Brrant^  who 
commonly  is  no  .mqr^  cl^a|i  a^meer  Phantafm,; 
and  a  Romantic^PailladSne :  And  that  it  frames: 
a  greater  Gharafiejr  of  /i  (kroe^  and  ^ves  ^im^ 
i  better  Air  of^  I^ignity  and  Qrancfeur ;   it 
makes  him  a  Sovereign,  and  the  Head  pf  the 

1^  People; 
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People,  as  Vaul  Fe»i  obfehres  in  the  ikate  Pa£r 

hsAi'L^HtimeHmka  dehbe  ejjir  una  Iui»  fdhl 
pmpwi  fkenchf  &  cafo  da  molti :  becaiife/  as  he 
fsiys,  great  Ehcerprizes^'  fuch  as  the  Cbnqjuefts 
ot  Gountries  ahdfenkdbiris,  and  foch  as  Sieges 
and  Baetelslought  to ;  be  carried  on  by  -Armie^j, 
under  ibe  foberCondud  and  entire  GoTem- 
ment  of  one  lingle  Perfoh,  which  is  as  much' 
as  IS  required  for  the  Unity  of  AcJtion.    Befides^ 

^there  is  always  a  Efefed:,  as  to  matter  of  Proba- 
tdlity,  ii  thole  Adions  of  Knight-Errants^and 
Solitary  Worthies,  fuch  as  HercnUt  was,  which 
howerer  fet  ofF,  have  too  much  of  theRo- 

.  mance  and  Fable  in  them. 

Nay,  we  may  further  add,  that  as  to  the 
Unity  of  A<ftion,fo  it  be  righriy  taken,  we 
^c  fliali.  find  it  more  perfcd  in  the  t^iieid,  than 
in  the  Iliad,  where^  after  the  Death  of  H^fif(?if, 
which  ought  to  have  closed  the  A(^on ;  there 
are  ftill  two  Books  to  come,  the  23d.  which 
contains  the  Games  that  were  celebrated  for  < 
the  Death  q£  Patrodusy  and  which  contribute 
nothing  to  the  Principal  Adioh ;  arid  the  24th. 
whiph  expreffes  the  Grief  of  the  ttojam^  and 
gives'  us  an  account  of  the  -Ranfomtng  of 
HeBors  Body,  which  are  Foreigri:to  the  Pur- 
pofe,  the  Principal  Aftion  being  perfci*  With- 
out them.  '  ^ 

There  is  ftill  this  one  Fault  more  tb  be  no- 
fed,  that  a  Poem,  the  Author  of  which  had 
'  .  nb  other  defign  than  to  celebrate  the  Honour 
of  thd  Greeks ,  iboiild  coridflde  with  thqfe  Ce- 
remonies that  were  Performed  to  iJiStory  th© 
chief  of  their  Enemies,  where  the  Poet  takes 

'  up  a  whole  Book  to  give  bs  a  Defcripddii  oF 
his  Funeral  Solemnities.  This  feemsinfomc 
mannerto.be  aDefed,  and  is  a  proper  In- 

-    fiance  of- What  'Boraa-hms-vit in  that  Paf- 

*  '  fege^ 
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hiSj  which  fo    f&yr  rightly .  under- 


Amphora  eapt  r 


infikiiit^  fmcntt  Rotd^  cur  f^^'cftis  exit  t 

Why  is  iic  Endfo  lit f lis  ,ajfd  Jo  low  ? 

E.  of  Rofcomrribh. 

.;..   Hoffffr  begins  the  beft  that  can  he  imagin'd; 
|br  the  Honour. qf  the  Greeks;  their  Glory  w 
'  i^heQnly  thing  he  purfues  throughout  the  whole 
'  l^ork,  and  yet  ends  with  th^t  oF  HeSin'.   Could 
\j^Qt  hjfe  have  jftop'd. there,  but  muft  proceed  td 
lament  the  Death  of;  thU  Great  Mah^  with, 
fo  much  E^otnp  ind  Magnificence  ?  Is  not  this 
a  Mitlake,  thus  to  forget  the  Defign  he  had  at 
firft  Propps*d.,to  himfelf  ?  Does  not  the  iy£peid 
,  9pndud[e  miich  better  with  the  De^th  of  Tur-! 
w«f,  \yhich  Period  clofes  the  Adion.    ffirgil 
4oeshot  cari:y,on  things  any  further,  he  well- 
knew,  that  he  fhould  hare  been  guilty  of  a 
Fault,  had  he  not  ftop'd  there. 


C  H  A  P.    XIII. 

j4  Compari/on  of  the  fine  and  heatitifut 
Tdjfa^es  in  thefe  two  Jtithori.      ^ 

11"  now  reip^ins,  that  we.  itialce  a  Cbnipari^t 
fon  of  the  :6ne  and  beautiful  PaiTages  ii\ 
thefe  two  Authors  :  But  j^his  is  what4vi^e  have 
alrea<}y  fouQd  to  have  been  adi^cultUnderta--: 
£tng  in  the  ComparifoQ  of  Demoftbenes  Siud 

N  2  Cicero  / 


Iloraf; 
Pjetic. 
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Ciaro  i  becaufe  *tis  no  eafy  matter  to  gj?e  tbefe 
choice  Paflages  by  a  bare  Tranflation  of  thenfj 
all  that  Force  and  Beauty^  by  which  we  may 
ilifco?er  the  true  Value  or  them;  andbefideSj 
*  the  Tafte  and  Relifli  of  People  differ  fo  Tery 
duch^  that  'twill  be  bard  to  agree  upon  wliae 
Pailages  (hould  be  cited  from  both  Authors^ 
in  oppoiition  to  each  other^  in  order  to  make 
a  juft  Comparifon. 

^intilM^    wh6  always   judged   of  Bbmer 
with  excellent  Jodgmeht^  and  with  the  moft 
exquifite  difcer^ing  facdlty  of  a  ^rue  Critidc^ 
has,  in  the  firft  Chapter  of  hili  TeAflf  Book^ 
made  a  Colle<!fibn  of  tlibfe  Paila'ge^^  litrhich 
are  of  greateft  Credtb  to  the  Poet»  jOid  add 
moft  to  his  Honour  and  Clory.    He  finds  tins 
Author  admirable  in  general,  upon  all  Otoafi- 
ons  of  Exhortation,  PerMfion  and  Coiifola- 
tion.    The  Deputing  of  Piamx  to  go  and 
,  move  Acbilles,  in  behalf  of  ^^;^eimia»^  in  the 
Ninth  Book,  and  all  that  is  laid  utton  that  ac- 
cotmt,  feems  to  him  to  be  very  vtoMitfyX  and 
furprlfing.    He  highly  commends  tlib  L^reli- 
nets  and  Brevity  of  that  Story  of  the  Death  of 
Patroclus  i  and  Quotes  feveral  other  Paifages  as 
you  may  fee  in  that  Chapter,  by  which  he  has 
^iJ  in    truly '  preferv'd  the  Chafadcr  of  an  cxaA  and 
verbis,  fen-  of  a  very  nice  Critick  :  ds  the  Prayer  of  King 
'^^h^dL  P'i^"^  to  Achilles,  for  the  Btody  of  hb  Son 
)pofitiiiyie    HuioT,  and  certain  Combats,  wMch  he  di- 
xotiitA  epe-   Itinguillies  from  others.  That  which  helps  and 
iit  ^humTn-  ^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^o  ^he  Order  and  Difpofition  of  the 
TngenU^^^  Defign  in  general,  is  what  gives  us  a  great 
tmium  fx-  Mea  of  tfii^  Poet.    To  obferve  all  his  Beauties, 
i9dn  /       would  reqaire  a  Defcription  of  all  his  Narrati- 
ons.    For  *tis  inf  chefc  particularly,  that  he  ex^ 
cells  and  furpaflts  all  oqher  Poets.    To  give 
Jou  fny  owrf  frcb  Thoughts  upon  the  Matter  $ 
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the  Places  that  mo^  a^cd  tne^  are  thefe.  The 
Jealp^fu:  rau(d  hesfWCGti  Achilles  and  Jfamemnm^ 
upon'  t^e  icfibnnt  of  their  Miftreifes,  which 
jpaufes  ap^vifion  between  the  two  Qenerals, 
^  on  ^hKn  the  whole  Intrigue  ^  of  the  Iliad 
iuxm,  as  'tis  Reprefented  in  the  firft  Book^ 
ihan  yirhichy  nothing  can  be  more  ^appily  de- 
fts'd.  The  Catalogue  of  S^ips/  and  Enume- 
fation  of  the  Grecian  Flect3  in  the  fecond  Book, 
carries  in  it,  fomething  that^s  Great^  befides  a 
wonderful  Variety,  ang  a  thorough  Acquain- 
tance with  the  State  of  Antient  Greece  ^  and 
its  People.  The  Jnterview  between  He£lor 
and  Arimmaebt  toy^ards  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Sixth  Book  of  tl^e  piady  is  one  of  the  moft  de- 
licate^ and  mo^  6nifh'd  pieces  in  Homer.  Ere* 
xy  tlung  ^re  is  moving,  foft,  and  tzMSt, 
and  natj^r^i^'  in  what  they  fay  cnc  to  another; 
IDpncexttfOg  little  Afyanax^  who  was  at^'diis  I^ft 
CobCerence.    The  Fright  the  Yofi^h'  is  in  at 
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Poet  imprelTes  «ppn  hts  Reader/  the  Veiy  Idea 
he  had  himfelf  of  thelfe  two  migWy'Champi- 
ons^  in  defcrjbjng  their  Air  iinp  Mien  ,•  and 
raites  noUe  Images  of  them,  6my  in  Ipeakinif 
of  tljsir  Preparations  to"  the  Cdnibat.    AnU^ 
through  the  whole  Defcripti6n,  |hefeis  fecret- 
ly  diffusd  fuch  aSpirit  of  the' trus  Sublime, 
that  it  fails  not  to  afFed  the  Senfes  irt  the  high-  ^ 
eft  qunner,  by  Working  'ur>  this  Confli«^r  to  , 
thole  Degrees  of  Heat,  |iag^   and  Terrour, 
tha^  the  t^o  Heroesj  hr^vrng  giiite  exhauftcd   • 
their  Spirlc$,^nd   (pent  ^ill  their  \  i jour  in  a 
Inutoal  Renftance,  and  at  laft  being  feparatcd 
W  the  InterpoAtion  of  the  Nij;ht,  out  of  4 
K  ,N  3         '  de?t^ 
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deep  Scnfe  of  each  other's  Bravery  and  Valour-, 
Tend  Prefents  to  each  other,  and  fo  wind  off 
fheir  ftrong  Refentments,  that  were  carried  on 
Vitk  fo  much  Fury  and  Animofity,   into  at 
ftroQger  Knot  of  Reciprocal  and  Inviolable 
Fricndfiiip,  from  a  juft  JLoye  of^  ind  Vchera- 
tion  for  HeroicR  Virtue.    In  fine,  this  whole 
piece  has  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  truly  Great 
and  Elevated,  nothing  but  what  reprefehts  the 
rnoft  Perie<5):  Heroe,  every  part  breathing  ah 
^ir  of  Courage  arid  Generofity.     ' 
:'  It  may  be  faid.  like\j^ife,  that  there  are  fevir 
Places  comparable  to  the  Entry  of  the  fixtcenth 
Book,  where  Tatrodm  throws  himfelf  at  Achil^ 
les  his  Feet,  endeavouring  fo  to  rbiften  the  ob- 
ilurace.  Heroe  with  hb  Tears,  as  to  prevail  on 
him  to  take  up  Arms  and  repulfe  ihe  Trojans^ 
Who  had  forcd  the  Greeks  to  their  Ships,  thalt 
jvere  already  fet  on  fire.    Achilles,  mov'd  with 
•    the  Tenderiiefs  of  thefe  Tears  of  his  dear  Tai 
froclfffy  demands  the  Reafon  of  them^  upbraid- 
ing him  with  Weaknefs  and  Efi"emiriicy.    Pi- 
irocl^s  points  ^t  the  Deftfudion  the  Fire  began 
%o  make  in  the  Grecian  Fleet,  "and* tells  him 
f hat  he  was  more  felentlefs  than  a  Rock,  and 
that  he,  that  cou'd  be  a  cold  and  uricoric}ern'<| 
Spedator  qf  his  X)wn  Men  and  Ships  thus  pe- 
rifliing  in  the  Flames,  cou  d  riot  have  Peleus  for 
his  Faiher,  or  the  Goddefs  Jlet^  for  his  Mol 
iher  i  but  muft  have  been  begotten  by  the  Sea, 
imidft  the  raging  Wayes.    AchiUes,  upon  this 
Jleproach,  gives  his  Armour-  to  Patroclus,  an^ 
puts  his  Tropps  (mder  his  Command,  to  go 
and  cxecuteVhat  his  Refentments  wou'd  not, 
iufFer  him  himfelf  to  do  ,•  and  the  Refalt  of  fo 
Pathctical  an"  Interview,  proves  of  the  fame 
Force.    Thpfe*  other  Places  y    Longw.us  j^wds  - 
fuch  high'Encomium^  of,  in  his  feyentli  Chapl 
.-,.;'-...-     •     .--ter,. 
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ter  of  the; Sublime^  viz.  the.zo  and  zx  Books 
o(  the  Ilia  J,  where  chePoetdefcribes  the  Com*  . 
bats  ofihe  Gods  ia  fo  exalted  a  Strain,  cariiy  in  .  , 
khe  Expreffion  fo  much  Grandeur  and  Majefty 
9s  is  truly  SuUime  and  Magnificeixt. 

But,  as  I  have  before  obferv'd,  aManougbt 
to  mabs  an  Extrad  of  the  whole  Ilifd^  to  ae(« 
qry  all  its  Beauties  ;  and  the  fame  miift  be  d^ne  [ 
ht  t\iQ  Odjjfey  too,  which  carries  in  it  .Graces 
altogether  fingular,  and  not  inferiour  Jto  th,e  i^>. 
vexy  Fiqeft  of  thofe  in  the  other  Poem. 
Amongft  the  Adventures  oiXJIyJfes^in  thexii^th 
Book,  (if  you  11  take  the  jfudgment  offfmetrm 
fbalmus) .  you  11  meet  with  a  Piece  of  Suolinjie 
firan^ly  horrible,  which  is  an  Original  of  this 
Poets,  introducd  in  order  to  draw  the  Cbara- 
^er  of  Tolyfheme  in  a  ntyi  Set  of  CqIquts. 
This  entire  EpifoJe^  together  with  the  Adveo- 
fures  of  this  I^eroe  after  Caljffi  and  Circe,  is  a 
I'iece  of  exquifite  Contrivance* 

I  /hall  fay  nothing  of  all  the  Relation^  ^fyjfi^, 
makes  to  the  good  Man  Eumcus,  upon  his.re* 
turn  to  Itbaea^  and  of  hb  wonderful  Manage- 
ment to  Re-efiablifh  himfelH  That  whole 
$tory  l^  dreft  up  in  Colours  fo  Decent,:  and  ft 
the  fame  time  fo  Noble,  that  Antigjiity-  can 
hardly  match  any  part  of  the  Narratjon.  Tbe 
ynravelling  the  whole  Od^fjey  by  jhe  Death  jf)f 
Penelopes  Qallants,    has  foniething  very.grei^t  / 

and  very  becoming  a  Heroe,  in  the  ConriTe 
.andConduift  Ufyffes  takes  to  defeat  thetp^  in 
order  to  revenge  himfelf  of  the  Diforders  they 
had  brought  into  his  Houfe  by  their  unjuft  and 
^nfolent  Proceedings,  This  is  a<{horc  Sketch 
of  thofe  Pla.ces,  where  Hamer  h^  difplay  *dvhim-^ 
felf  to.  the  greateO:  Advantage.  There  are  aa 
Mifinite  ^un^berof  others  to  be  noted,  were 
WQ  tQ  Qiake  an  es^aft  Scheme.  What  we  have 
''''     '    ^   '^     '      N4^  ,         4on?i 
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done,  may  be  fii^cien^  to  gifp  Light  to  tfaofe 
curious' EhaUtteri^  that  mve  a  tmnd  to  find  out 
all  his'  Beaistics^  iud  i^fco^tt  alt  his  Excellen- 

I  ma&  own ,  that  for  tfao  Grandeur  and 
f(mp  bfhis  Mafratiom^HiMwr  is  incomparable^ 
and  diat  Vk^  cannot  dome  near  him ;  but  ic 
cannot  at  the  lame  time  but  be  acknowledged^ 
that  thcTO  are  Beauties  }n  nrpl,  by  which  he 
lias  ipMi^  the  .^dirant^  of  H^ptr^  whofe 
thoughtt  ofthbgs  arc  tdo  Natural/  Firgil  aa^ 
ties  it  for  the  Delicacy  of  his  Defin^  of  his  hk^ 
)ts,  of  his  Inventions,  of  his  ThoA||hts,  of  the 
Whole  Caulogueof  his  Expreffions^  Ebr  to 
tifiirai^eVthis  Pointy  what  can  there  be  imagtn'd 
Mibre^IflGhUattng  than  the  Ambtofis  of  Anebi^ 
fa  in  the  %fth  t/Eneid,  by  which  he  fo  highly 
flzncn^Jfifi^fitii  aiid  the  lBimm$$^  and  Gomple* 
tmnlts  dtem  With  hn  Eitraftion,  the  Divinity 
Jof  which  be  has  htmfetf  fo  ingenioufly  Ella- 
UifliU  Not  to  mention  the  moft  lUuftrious 
iRMkmf  FamiKes  ,^  aUfegorically  dedpherd  in 
the  ODmbati  'dbfcrib'd  in  the  f^toe  600k,  the 
Myftery  and  Appfication  pf  which/ Pi7«/JBm 
explains  in  his  Coniimentjtriies  up6n  Vhgik 
'  ^  What  IS  therp  tq  be  found  in- all  HMU¥  com* 
parable'  to  that  Paffage,  which  I  havfe  eve? 
looked  upon  is  of  ex4tLificeDeKcicy^inibefixl^ 
k/£Heidj  where  PTrgil  is  content  to  aHOw  the 
d^eejb  the  Glory  of  being  a  People  of  gre4t 
M^t  and'  Ingenpicy^  refetving  to  the  RmMi 
thit  of  Authority  and  Pow^rr     *  .-  ^  •    * 

Extuient  abi  Jfirantia  molTsm  ^a^ 
Orabimf  e^fsi  f^ihm,  &c.  ' 
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pthersfiaiiifi  hf^itba  mimck  Br^, 
Or  mtifJMkrUi  carve  4  /hm^  Fsee: 
Fkad  mtb  trnftfrne  mU  true  tbt  fbmfUfl^ 
^critbvthewMBn^^tbeGeds:  {lUadi, 
TUmuSrkigSfm's'to^0dyRMi€ieeKfi§i^ 

Be  theft  ibjAsrts^nm  tkf  viSmiamMsMd  (p9im4$ 
Temah  gUd  Natkm  emm  tbrir  Peaf$  h^md^ 
TeffsnmSifflhmi,  MdpftdmmfiiPmd. 

What  iball  I  lay  of  chat  Wi0i>  pr  rather,  of 
liuir  Impcecadoti  of  Hide  ? 

LHtera  litteHhs  cemrsriM,  fit0ihi  $md0f 
Imfnecf* 

In  4^  fourthBook,  whidi  produces  (bail* 
mingle  an  Bifeft,in  order  to  the  War  between 
Hmm  and  fMbage^  and  that  by  the  Exp^on 
of  fe  pailicmate  a  Revengp,  as  is  diicovei^d  if) 
the  followii^  Veifes. 

Emriart^  aUfd^  nofiris  ix  t^hm  uker 
^uifffce  Dardimufffirrejf/iftknri  cdem^ 

Neuf  and  from  hi«ee  in  ev^ty  fiauTi  ^f 
Whtnttsp  f^t€fjemArmf,MdStre^kfi^^i 
Bifefi^  4ipefiger€fetgrLflia»  BUod^Obe  J^e 
With  Fin  md  Sw/ird  furfui  the  fnytrd  Breed; 
Omr  Arms,  em  Seas,  our  Sberts^  ^ff^^^d  to  tbeiff, 
i(M  fkafofe  ffdte  defcend  etf  atfe^  Hrlr/« 


/•# 


ThiSy  in  the  obfcurlcy  of  future  ^vents^  ^ofs 
with  the  moft  lively  Colours^  Point  out  to'  us 
pib  Gtczt  Hannibal^  the  moil  Formidable^  and 
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the  moft  iNiJftrioiis  EMmtyMi^Q  RonH^^om^ 
monwealchy  >vi^h  whom  tt  Mas  fo  long  Difpu- 
ting  Che  Empiieof  tho  WprUL  Tbis  is  aPaf- 
f»ge  6f  K#flM^litfloiyj«  fe^aely  coudi'd  upon, 
that  thiiro  isiidehi^g  tikeifriA  nH  that^his'Poet 
has  wrk.  The  Dcath\af  AUrcdlm^  'm  the  iixth 
v^EneiJ,  hofiheiaiiieiN^MoQ .^itlMrofflCtM 
ifi  it  more  Ifrimtiating^  ibiiiethkg  mofe£jmui^ 
^e  an<)  i^ite,  as  tscmeotiMuh^che  Impceffion 
]€  made  uj^n  ^»Jir/^«r,v  af^drmorJe;  pftrticalarly 
upon  0^i^#U  (he  Mother  or  that  young  Prince^ 


who  fell  into  a  Sound  at  the  rcty  Recital  nrpl 

Made<>fk^  in  the^Em^for^  Pt^pee.  ^'}-^'' 

I  fhali  fay  nothing  of  ^llthofe  Coni|^aims  of 

Dido  in  the  fourth  t/£neiJ,  which  made  ^t^  ^ii- 

I.  I  |*?/?i*;<o  t^fren  Weep,  as^licbifnibif  pcofeuesin 

z  J  pis  Confeffions.    He  was  far  enough  from  being 


I  fhali  fay  nothing  of  ^llthofe  Complaims  of 
Dido  in  the  fourth  t/£neid,  which  made  S;u  Au^ 

lib.  X. 

Cap.  14]  ^is  Confeffions.    He  was  tar  enough  irom  being 
'  l:hus  tranf|)Qfted  with  Homer ^  on  whom  he  pa^ 
^  no  beti^r  i  Complement,  than  to  call  hkni 
'JM^nk  'van0^.:  Id  a  Word,  >4r^a  is  mndi 
nidre  Solid,  and  his  Bxpreifions  make  a  greater 
Impreflion*  upon  his  Readers,    becaufe  they 
have  fomething  in  them  that  is  moreReU. 
He  does  not  fpeak  with  fuch  an  Air  of  Levity, 
'     Hb  very  Difcourfts.even  thofe  that  exprds  the 
greateft  Tendernefs  and  Paffion,  and  which 
in  all  others,  carry  along  with  them  certain 
Marks  and  Tokens  of  much  Lighcnefs,  have 
not  any  thing  in  them  that  is  Vam,  Frivolous 
'  or  GhimSrtcal.    There  is  nothing  but  what  has 
fbme  Foundation  or  other,  and  his  very  Words 
are  fo  many  things,  which  makes  him  njore 
I 'Moving  and Pathetical.         - 

There  are  yet  a  thoufand  other  PaiTage^ 
which  I  (hall  not  infift  on,  as  that  in  the  fe^^ 


6dnd  t/£ntid. 
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Tt/hr  in  oecafii'oepn  nee  teUyntf^kHas 
fita^e'oicet&Mitim, 

What  1  ft/tfifindi  aia  H/lmf  Ififtr'd  titrt, 
■     NoSvwrd«t»iiiif^tBifsnflStr^, 
V    Exposed  to  t>iiith,  MfdTtvUgaltfij^, 

Which  alone  deftroys  all  the  Objedions 
that  may  be  made  ifgtiiiift  ^na»,  ih  poirit  of 
yalour.  |Ls  the  Death  of  Dfe^,  fo  patheticalljf 
defcrib'd,  the  ^ginning  of  which  Is  thtw.       ; 

Jit  trefi^a  &  eaftis  immanihus  effira  Dido 
Satiguineam  vohens  aciem,  &c. 

Butfurkm  Dido,  «^/V*  ^*  Thoughts  if$voh*d, 
SbookatihemgbtrMfchiefjherefolvJ. 
With  Jimi  Spots  Jijfingmfi'd  ivas  her  Face, 
Xedwere  her  rotting  Eyes  anddifcif^posd  her  Tact 
Xibaflty  j^e  gaz^d^wltb  Pain  fie  drew  her  Breathy 
And  Nairn  kverd  at  affroaching  Death. 

iWr.  Drydeli. 

As  the  Abridgment  of  the  Roman  Hiftory 
crigrav'd  upon  the  Shield,  in  thie  eighth  Book^ 
bhe  Explication  of  the  Deftinies  of  the  Romah 
Empire  by  Jupter^  in  the  firft  j  the  Conquefts  of  ^  / 
Auguftusy  to  Whom  he  Dedicates  his  Work,  in 
the  fixthj  which  furnifti  out  a  moft  admirable 
jPinegyrick  on  that  Emperon 

Hie  ViTy  hie  eft  tibi  ^uem  promitti  fefius  audis 
Augujfus  Cafar.  / 
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rlar  mmj€^  txMUmtu  um  \ 

igufttts  ftmmiiftjmihag  ffrH^U,         p 

vM»  $h  Riobm  tbut  Sfttorn  mtd^Mi    > 


I^mfifiymmfi^  mdftsndmunt  foff^ 

Tmr  Roman.  R^ce,  Mi  Jalian  Pr^getiy. 

7b$  migi$jf  Cdar  wMts  Hitfksl  Bmr,  (Twfr. 

hf0$U9i9f$ttU¥Mi,  Mdpsffs  bU  frmni^d 

Stttfuxf^  UMfUnifihnfF0rmDivm^ 

Ca&t  bimfe^tXMbedh  Us  Lme | 

Au| 

And  all  ehofe  cjiriosilnfifllllaiims,  l^whidi 
he  fo  artfully  works  bimfelf  into  theveiy  So«l 
of  bis  Reader^  and  iofffircs  into  bim  hG  owh 
Paffions  and  Affedions.  whicb  chrooghouc  the 
whole  fo  litrely  expreffei  his  Gtmm^  and  are, 
as  fo  many  Miracles  of  Arc,  imperceptible  to 
mean  Capadties,  and  not  in  the  leaft  difcotre* 
l^ble,  b!Ut  to  thofe  chat  are  moft  intmiiteiy 
Converfiint  with  him.  For  there  i^  ^  ^cater 
Penetration  and  Perfpicacicy  pf  4^^$<;iJAon 
requifite  to  difco^er  what  ift^Qp4^<^<^Henc 
in  a  Worky  thaQ  to  ^nd  out  what  is  defe^liTe  ; 
becaufe  the  Deformities  of  a  Piece  are  gene- 
ipally  more  remarkable  and  conffncuous  than 
the  true  and  real  Beauties  of  it,  which  eafily 
elude  the  Eye,  efpecially  of  thofe,  whof<;  Ap* 
preheii^ion  is  but  dull  and  ftupu| ,  aud  ar9 
known  onlv  to  fuch  as  are  of  4  morp  epUg^^t* 
nedCTnderftanding,  of  ippre  rd^'dahd  exalwd 
Faculties.  ^       ^^      '^  "  ' 

But  as  the  nobleft  P^fl^ge  in  all  Vtm}:,  ^^d 
hif  real  Mafter-jnefe,  is  thePaffion  ^>Didoi 
T  cannot  pafs  it  by  without  a  Reflexion  or  two, 
above  ^wb4t  \  h^T^  made  on  any  of  the  Reft. 
Never  certainly,  did  Eloquence  employ  ^ll  its 
Advantages  of  Artifice  and  Ornament  tn  any 
one  work  wjfh  fo  much  Life  and  Vigqiir,  anq 
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wiihfej^SUtcefiaiihdas.  AU  the  De^ 
greei  df  that  Pzf^on^  and  all.  tte  Redoubt 
littgi  of  that  growing^  Afieaion^  aad  of  thin 

Seat  and  known  Frailty  of  the  Sek,  are  diere 
fcover'd  in  fach  a  Manner^  as  raifes  the  Ad- 
miration evdi  of  the  bcft  J[udg€t  i  ^uid  tmly^ 
the  better  able  they  ar9  to  judge  iathefeOH 
ies^  the  more  wi|l  they  be  diipos'd  to  undtf* 
ftand  the  EtiSellency  of  that  Paflage.  Jtod.  to 
admire  all  the  Pafts  of  it.  All  h  tebddri  deli- 
cate and  paflionate  in* t6e  Defcription  of  that 
Adfentttre^  and  the  World  ii  not  IHfely  ever 
€0  ice  any  that  ihall  exceed  it;  «   * 

Ta£i  perhaps  may  havefome  Pi&jgd  that  are 
more  biillant^  as  that  of  the  Adventure  ot  7m- 
iruU  2nd  ChrimU ;  but  if  we  take  a  View  of 
him  on  all  fides,  we  (hall  find  that  all  the  Pro- 
portions and  Correfpondencies  with  thePrinci- 
pal  Aftioti  do  not  Teem  to  be  U>  exadly  ob- 
fenr'd  there,  as  t^ey  are  in  that  of  D/i^. 

There  is  one  thing,  notm^anding,  all  this 
that  is  obferv'd  by  fume  in  Prejudice  of  f^ipl, 
and  by  way  of  Rmroach ;  which  ii,  chat  he 
^as  done  great  Dtiftonour  to  that  Princeis  I^ 
feprefanting  her  under  the  Horry  and  Violence 
of  a  Paifion,  that  was  fo  inconOftent  with  her 
tme  CharaAer :  For  Mtftory  makes  her  a  Lady 
6f  ver^  good  Repute.  .  But  this  is  an  Artifice 
t'hc  inoA  Subtle  and  the  Niceft  of  any  to  be 
met  with  tn  f^^rgil,  who  to  bring  imo  contempt 
a  Nation,  that  #as  afterwards  to  become  fo 
odious  and  deteftable  to  the  Hmmii/,  con«i^*d 
himfelf,  obliged  not  to  celebrate  any  Virtue  in 
her^  who  wj^  the  Founder  of  it ;  imagining 
£bat  he  might  with  great  Security  fi^Crifice  her 
the  becrer  to  flatter  his  own  Country^  wh^h 
ho  doubt  won'd  have  been  fhoek'd  it  the  Cha- 
^iracr  Hiftoiy  gave  of  that  Princefs.    And  as 

th& 
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this  Contrif906e:ifcast:4criedQ|t!c^^        cajpll'^ 

the  RMans  i  ytt^  though  ith^  S^pet  loofc'd  upcxpi 

4ietn  as  Maften^of  the  Wavl4  .With  whpleSea;- 

^ments  aU.40iber:Natiom.oOghc  to  comply,  o^ 

ic'leafr  toiconfonzi  to ;  .he  thought  himf^Uobr 

.JtlgVl.  to  nf^  allimliginablePrecautioo^  tp  pfrc}- 

poflefe  ttiieir  iJlm4s^  upon  itbus  dtfguifiog  t^ 

Truth. '  >  In  or4^r  to  this, .  %i  cu^ingly  tbrings 

(the<Sodsiiitat:he<  Plot^  ooi  b^  the  I^terpo^ 

tioa  of  a.  Mac^hie  or  two,  em.  a  better  Giqls 

f^n  SacriiiciDg;the.PriAC^<   Vmi0  ^XJid^Cfifi^, 

^engage^inithe  Defig^.  /N^, .  bye  makep^|^9l^ 

ufe  all  thdr  Art  to  fiifle  whatever.  Goo4^  Pqq)- 

-mdn  'Famerha^iaid  <^  tt^t.QgwsQfi.    This  is 

/tte  Sufafedt^of .  3^i^os  ComplaiQt  to  V^rms:^ 

which-  fervn  only  to  IboW  ps.wh^t  mighty  jLp-, 

{ligation  thofetvvo  Deities  us'd  tp  fiirpris^ej  ^i|d 

-  ttr  laft  reduce  fo  virtuous  a  Dame.  :^ 

Egrigiam:*tmrQ  laudtm  &  J^Ud  Ap$pla  fefittis 
Ttiqifuerqifuuf,  &C.      ....  ^ 

^     And  Mghtf  Tnpbies  wiPbjgur  wprtbf  Son. 

{  '  Mr.  Dryd^n. 

'^   r  The  Chatai^rs  of  Skmsn  the  Second  t/£ne^: 

'  ii^  afid^  that  of  id^z^entim  Jn  ;the  Eighth  and 

Tenth,  ace  liKewife  moft  accomplifh'd  Pieces. 

timer  bai  indeed  more  oC  that  Hind,    and  a, 

^ater  Vaiicty  ^f  them  f  but  thofe,  in  which. 

*>lhfgil\iz&  givtn-  us'  the  niceft  Touches  of  hi^ 

Art,  are  more*  finifb'd  Dratights  than  thofe  of 

iicmer.    IJ&  is  more  Myfterious,  and  has  more 

Defign  in  hlth^  and  is  an  entire  Matter  of  rhaj 

iecret  Art  of  Bxpreffing  things  well. 

It  muft  howevfer  be  acknowiedg'd,  that  tlo^ 
nkt  has  a  richer  ftock  qf  Invention,    m9rel 
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l^bcfuliFortnof  V«He  j  tfait  he  has  .a^  more 
g^arkling^d  brillafit  ittir  6f  ExjpirdScm/  atid 
that  his  Words  at%itior&teibiiadiiig^  his  Poi- 
ods  wander^  and  ibore  proper  and  fakable  for 
Poefiey  and  ifudias  bdtcier^l  the  Bit- j  for  a 
I>efeA6ffwhidi:GJrerafoiiMfault;i|rith  1?^^  fi 

ftimes.     iJpon  this  Account,  indeed,  Umer  ^$cilisa4 
isferiH?yondi«i^i/>  andAc  Ear  Ssmufch  be^  ^•^jjl- 
ter:  pfeas'd  with  ifae  Httrmony  and  Numbers,  jmu^  i,«« 
and  with  the  ^K4ai6l«  Cadency  of  hi' s  ^•erfe^  be-  {AtisUcUt 
taufe  the  Ofr«£  Topgtie  has  ail  thoife  Ad^mta-  #  ^^^ 
gesof  the  Utm,  which  is  more  Referv'd,  and  JS^''"^ 
more  upoo>f)w:?Ite<fan|ntj^^>)Mi^dk^^       too  is ^n$ms 
more  Grave  and  Serioas.    l^rue  it  is :  I  mull  mds  iu 
Gdnfdfs,-  that  he  has  ^  greater  ExtMftof  Mat-  fif^  ^^^«' 
tei;,  and  affords  hisRcadtr  a  large^  Prdfpeft  j  e-SSr' 
butyet^  his  Fancy  often  hwrieshim^pon^one  4%// 
place  to  another  ;  fhe^ii  hot  fo  entirely  Mafter  immenfum 
.of it,  as  yirgU  is  of  his.    Twasthe  tvant of ^*»/«];»- 
this  good  GonduA  thiat  ftiade  him  commit  fo  f"^^^^" 
ciTential  a  Faiilt,  as  thdt,  of  adding  the  two  in  Brut.  * 
Boo&s  of  the  l/i^i  after  the  Clofe  off  he  Action,  - 
one  of  the  Death  of  iiWSFiw*,  the  other  of  the 
Games  Celebrated  in  Honour  of  Patricks ;  and 
oPadding  Hkewife  one  after  that  of  the  OJjiJfey, 
which  k  the  mutual  Difcovery  of  Uijffei  and 
TentISf^4o  eacdi  other.    For  as  CTCryPcterrr, 
'  as  Well  Efkk  as  Dramarigk,  ought  to  havte  its 
Perfed,  with  that  ojf  the  IVincipalAftioni   fo 
after  theClofe  of  Aat3  whichought  to  put  aw 
end*  to  'all*  things,  *^he^e' can  be  no  farther  Ad- 
dition without  great  Extravagance. 

1  fthd  but  few  Paffag«^  in  Hwwer,  that  may 
Be  op)J>os*d  to  thofe  ^oi- Virgil     Yet .  I  cannot 
,  forbear,'  Seirtg  very  much  ehravifli'd.wich  that 
ih  the  Sixth  Book  of  the  J//W,  where  Andr(H 
maebtf  who  Was  fo  Ghaft  a?nd  Virtuous  a  Wo- 
man 
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mms  Mds  i  fifulAiUeu  to,  He£fir  her  Hittk^ 
who  was  then  oicring  upon  his  laft  Engtge- 
incnc  with  AckiJUs.  In  a  Wor d,  '61^  uttedy 
impoffible  to  imagine,  that  there  can  be  any 
thing  that  can  ihow  greater  Tendemefi  than  tho 
Orcumftances  of  this  laft  AdieUj^  at  which,  un* 
der  an  apprehenfion  of  fomething  Diiaffrgus, 
ihe  lets  fall  a  Tear,  a  thing  unufual  to  her  who 
was  a  Lady  not  (uofedt  to  the  leaft  Weaknefs  : 
And  the  Poet  (ays,  what  b  indeed  delicately 
Fine,  that  pk  h^m  to  knmt  iinib  her  Wmm^ 
ibc  deatB  tflleibot  wbo  iuasjftt  alive. 

*im  (moV  iodi  *Ban§eft' 

,  ^$  truie,  that  whereas  People  generilly  ^ 
W^  .the  peath  of  thofe  Perfons  only  ^hat  are 
Ideally  dead,  but  (he  the  Death  of  one  chat  was 
then^^^lly  ^li^^i  thisExpreflion,  has  all  the 
Tender^eft  in  it  that  can  be  well  imagfb'd. 
The  Entertaifvnent  that  jUcmcui  gave  Ufyffes  is 
oetter  (nanag'd,  and  is  a  more  fjplendid  Treat, 
t;h4^n  t^j(t  Dm  gavp  u£neai.  ^  At  Alcinaus  his 
l^^rtaiiimeot,  they  (ing.the  .Apiours  of  Mors 
an4  V^^n  but  at  Dtdos^  as  ^ore  agreeable 
and  fuita|>ie,to  the  growing  Paffion,  and  fuc* 
ceeded  Adtpntures  of  chat  ,Quisen,'  Jopas  Ce- 
lebrates' pa  his  tuneftttjtlarii,  the  Gaurfes  of 
the  Stars,  After  4IL  though  the  ^xpreflions 
in  Homer  are  al^yavf  xfXl  ot  life  and  Vigour, 
yet  the  things  he  fays  are  Languid  a^df  Faint. 
His  Vroteus^  in  the  Fourth  OdjJJhyVi  m^ire  Inge- 
nious and  fuller  of  Invention,  thap^tl^t  o^Vk^ 
gU  in  his  Fourth  Oeetpek,  though^  the  latter  is 
more  Judicious.  The  Oath  jot  Calfffe  in  the 
ItfkhOJjJfif,  is  Great  andl  Spblime,-  but  the 
Probability  is  rery  ill  obTery'd  in  relation  to 
that  Veffel,  which  the  P^oec  makes  Wr/e/  build 

air 
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all  alone^  without  any  aflif^ance,  or  without 
the  leaft  Experience^  in  the  Ifland  Caljffo^  de« 
tain'd  him  in^  and  all  this  within  the  compafis 
of  four  or  five  Hours,  and  in  a  Veffel  too,  iri 
whidi  there  was  nothing  in  the  leaft  defective: 
To  me  the  Transformation  oi€/£ntas  his  Shipi 
into  fo  many  Sea-Nymphs,  as  it  is  deicrib'd  id 
the  lo  vdEmid^  ieems  to  have  but  very  littlei 
Probability  in  ic^  but  I  appeal  to  better  Judges. 
The  Repetitions  of  the  Number  of  the  Greciati 
Fleet,  are  too  frequent  j  every  Squadron,  for 
the  moft  part,  terminates  in  one  and  th&  (amtf 
Verfe; 

MiKxipM  mi  htopTii* 

and  all  the  Entertainments  that  are  made  in  thei 
Iliad,  are  every  one.  after  the  fame  manner; 
without  the  leaft  Variety. 
.  And  in  truth,  Ufyfes  his  Difcbvery  of  him^ 
felf  to  his  Wife  VcnekfCy  which  was  the  moflc 
favourable  Paifage  that  could  be,  for  the  Poec 
to  give  us  fome  of  the  niceft  Touches  of  his| 
Art,  feems  flat  and  dull.  It  has  nothing  but 
faint  and  weak  Surprized,  cold  and  languishing 
Aftoniihmcnts,  and  very  little  of  that  Delicacy 
and  Exquifitenefs,  which  ought .  to  .expreis  a 
real  Tendernefs.  Tenelope  is  too  long  Obftinate; 
in  Oppofing  the  Reafons  that  are  alleg'd  to  per- 
fuade  her  that  he  is  her  Husband,  who  con-^ 
tributes  not  the  leaft  himfelf  towards  his  owii 
Difcpvery.  He  leaves  his  Wife  too  long  in* 
doubt  and  diftruft^  Hie  is  coo  cautious  and  cir- 
cumfpeA ;  the  Formalities  fhe  obierves  id 
being  thoroughly  aiTurd,  and  With  Security; 
are  there  fet  down  in  Number  .and  Meafbre^ 
left  there  ihould  be  any  Miftake  cOmoiittedi 
^hicb  tome  has  fomei;hing that  is  dvHl  im 
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iKAvy,  in  a  place  which  requir  d  fo  much 
Bri$knefs  and  Uv^Unefi.  Ought  noc  the  fe* 
crecififiinft  ofher  Love  to  have  infpir'd  he^ 
with  other  Thoughts,  and  ought  not  her  Heart 
t€K  hft^e  told  her,  what  her  Eyes  did  not? 
Foi'  Lovt  in  penetrating,  and  being  furround- 
ed  with  Kays  of  Light,  pierces  thorough  all } 
it  has  a  fmall  ftill  Voice,  which  Whifpers  more 
to  us,  than  the  Senfes  can  convey.  But  Homit 
underftood  not  this  Philofophy,  which  the 
lialians  have  fince  fo  much  taught :  and  Virgil^ 
who  makes  Dido  forefee  the  I>efign  t/£mat  mid 
oi  leaving  her,  before  Ihe  had  Intelligence 
brought  her  of  it,  would  have  made  better  Ad- 
vantage of  th^t  0«(:afi6n.        ;  .  7 

It  muft  however,  be  acknowledged,  with 
JUmginus]  that  there  can  be  nothing,  that  can 
be  conceiv'd,  to  be  more  Exalted,  and  more 
Sublime,  than  what  Ajax  fays,  when  aban« 
don'd  to  Defpair,  as  he  was :  When  be  requefts 
of  Jupiter,  upon  an  Engagement,  in  which  the 
Greeks  had  the  dffad vantage,  by  Reafon  of  the 
dark  Nigbt,that  he  might  not  fall  in  Obfcurity^ 
and  in  the  dead  of  Night,  but  Breath  his  laft 
with  the  Morning  Llghc  It  cannot  be 
denied,  but  that  Homer  h  as  Exalted  in  hi) 
Thoughts  as  in  his  Expreffions  j  and  'tis  on 
this  account,  that  Longmus  always  propofed 
him  as  the  moft  accompliih'd  Chara<£ler  of  the 
true- Sublime.  The  Silence  oi  Ajax^  as  to 
meeting  Uljjfes  in  Hell,  in  the  Eleventh  Odjf» 
fey  J  IS  of  this  Nature,  it  is  more  eipreffive^ 
than  all  that  could  poflibljr  have  been  faid  on 
that  occafion.  And  this  great  Man,  of  a  Cha- 
rader  fierce  and  untra&able,  as  Hmier  has 
drawn  him,  could  not  have  made  a  better  Re^ 
tiurn  to  thofe  Compliments  full  of  Submiffioii, 
mhkhVlySis  paid  bim^thaaby  adifdainfirt 

and 
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ead  epntetfijAuoas  Sitence:  Mijax  htts  toefnr 
the  Air  of  fS^hindenr  and  Ma|efty  when  be 
^p  nothihg,  >Hian  when  the  Poet  makes  him 
fpeak. 


CHAR     XIV. 

TT>^t  Homer  is  more  Mord  and  Sen-* 
tentious  than  VirgiL 

TH )[  S  is  an  Advantage  too,  we  mud  not  Hmtmt 
dilute  with  Homer,  for  it  is  fb  apparent-  mnm  Ft* 
ly  on  his  ade,  that  Macrcbins  in  the  fmh  Chap-  ^^  ^«^"» 
ter  of  the  Fifth  Book  of  his  Mue}ms,  Uy%,%S^ 
that  Homer  has  ftuift  his  Poems  with  Senten-  utfit^itk 
ces^  and  that  his  good  Sayings  pafs  for  Proverbs  Ej«s.  A- . 
all  the  Worid  over.  And  one  of  our  own  Nati-  t^Megn 
on  hath  lately  oblig'd  theWor^d  with  a  con-  "aJ!J^ 
iiderabie  Volume otSentences^  collated  out oiumm ^ 
Hnmr  upob  all  Moral  Subjeifls^  which  \it  has  civmm.  m 
reduc'd  into  common  places.  /w««wrf 

But  however^  t  dare  afSrm^  withHsipfiis,  in 
his  Poetical  Treatife  upon  AriftotU,  that  thefe 
Sententious  Reflections  of  Morality  are  more 
proper  for  the  Theatre,  and  are  rather  of  the 
Dramatiek  kind,  than  of  the  Heroick  f  the  JBfr  ^ 

feiiiial  CharaAer  of  which  is  N4rratum,  which  i 

ought  to  be  one  continue4  Thread  of  Pi|^  'J^ 

courfe.  Natural  and  Simple,  withput  the  leai| 
Affedation  of  Figures,  and  without  all  thai: 
Magazine  of  Biefie<SkionSj  which  deprive  tl)Q 
wfable  of  ttsitiue  Colour  and  Foree  :  ^  JFaulc 
iKhioh  that  excellent  Critkk,  the  Author  of 
tfie  Satjrkm,  find*  to  t\kp  ]>ecMiP9i^f  .pf  W 
^iaie.    ^//m-  P^mrfts,  ^iai  ^rf  mado  ffp  pf 


%^6  A  Ccmforifm  of 

IbMikm    mii^  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^f^  Swmds  $  that  unfiit 

Jmi  kUL  ^  in  jingj^  Sentences,  and  rnmtlmg  Perieds, 

*im  S«-  ^  ^^  enervate  J  the  Boiy  cf  the  Oration,  4md 

uni$  eft-  brottgh  it  te  the  Ground. 

eifikyUt 

corpimerdtimf  ineryAntf^^0^c4^^  .,_  _ 

In  a  word^  all  that  Energy,  which  ibme 
pretend  commonly  to  CoUeA  together,  and 
to  inclofe  within  a  fmall  compafs  of  Words,  in 
order  to  make  up  a  Sentence,  is  wont  extrean>> 
ly  to  weaken  the  reft  of  the  Difcouffe,  hj 
Robbing  it  of  its  Natural  Simplicity^  and  gi- 
ving it  a  forc'd  Air.  For  this  Reafon  it  is,  that 
Livy  is  a  more  compleat  Hiftorian  than  Tacitur^ 
§0T  he  has  fewer  kefle<%ions,  which  are  things 
more  proper  for  the  theatre^  than  for  IKfteiry 
Smtntisf  and  Narration.    Ciceroris  of  the  fame  Opinion, 
mterponi    in  one  of  the  Books  of  his  Rbetorick.    So  that 
^^^^'  Sentences  and  Moral  Reflexions  are  Beauties^ 
5a«/'    ^^^  agreeaMe  in  an  Efiek  Poem,  becaufe  di(- 
•im  vtven-  proportlon'd  to  Narration,  the  Principal  and 
*  ^^^^  Eflential  Charafter  of  it.    However,  the  Poet 
2]fJ^^  may  intermix  fome  Sentences  or  Reflec^ons, 
j^lSmn.  ^^^^  he  makes  the  Aftors  themfehrcs,  wbofn 
lib,  4,     'he  introduces,  fpeak  j  but  he  ought  not  to  do 
this  when  he  fpeaks  himfelf ;  and  if  it  be  upon 
^ny  account  allowable^  it  muft  be  but  very 
feldoln,  and  then  too,  it  muft  not  (eem  to  have 
been  aim'd  at.  ^ 

As  to  thtsi  we  may  fecurely  imitate  lavf, 

who  in  the  Body  of  his  Hiftory,  inferts  Imt  at 

tcry  few  of  this  Nature,  but  referves  them  to 

,  tie  laid  by  thofe  whom  he  makes  fpeak#    So 

that  the  Poet  is  to  let  *em  pa6  by  without 

affe^^ng  to  be  himfelf  the  Utterer  of  them^ 

much  lefs  to  difoerfe  and  fcatter  them  up  and 

« down  as  Homer  does :  and  it  is  a  great  Miftakc 

10*  any  one^  to  ruh»  Hm  pisndiy.^n  this  ac** 

•      ;  c>  count 
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oount,  becaafe  this  AfFeaation  is  ccttzirAy^m^  \ 
Imperfedion^  ^hichFirgilfQundo\itsiWSLy,tpt  / 
avoid.    Fpr  he  well  confider'd^  that  there  w^ 
nothing  that  could  be  more  diredly  contrary 
to  that  Unir^  and  Simplicity  he  had  made  ifi^     . 
profeffioo  ov  than  thofe  glittering  Words  ati4 
Thoughts^   which  feem  independent  of  the 
Dilcourie,  and  as  it  were  Jutting  oat  of  the 
Strodure^  as  not  bearing  a  Proportion  to  the  ngtm  ^- 
whole ;  and  fenring  only  to  magnifie  the  Ob^  m^re,  tr 
leAs,  and  make   em  look  more  Enormous  jj  ^"****^ 
and  rendering  the  Sentences  more  Sonorous,   ^^j^. 

And  this  has  fome  reference  to  that  grand  pitu. 
Precept  of  Natural  Keafon^  which  one  of  thecuraidum 
ipoft  expert,  and  moft  refin*d  Criticks  of  all  ^  ^^^ 
Antiquity,  gave  heretofore  to  thofe  that  made  ^  ^^ 
it  tfa^ir  bufmefs  to  write,  and  which  is  not,  to  CarfuiO- 
this  very  Day,  rightly  underftood.    I  forbear  r^tims 
to  Tranflate  it,  that  all  may  be  at  liberty  to  ^^i^ 
render  it  according  to  their  own  private  Senfc  Ij^jj^*^ 
of  it.    It  is  enough  for  me,  and  a  fufficiem  ^m  9i/ff- 
Confirmation  of  what  lam  infiftingon,  that  ^mr.  Satyr, 
it  appears,  that  this  Author  in  thePafiage  we 
have  cited,  condemns  thofe  Thoughts  which 
too  ftrong  and  too  brisk  an  Expreflion,  ren- 
ders injfome  fort  diiproportionabie    to  tha 
Body  Of  the  Diicourfe^    He  would  have  no- 
thing ov«r  exquifite,  or  too  far  fetch'd,  but 
that  all  its  LuRre  be  as  Natural  as  Colours  in 
our  Habifs.    And  *tis  this  fort  of  plain  and  f^^^iji^ 
oommon  Words,  (ays  he,  that  Natural HeafiMi  fmrnn 
and  good  Senfe,  did  di^te  to  Sapboeks  and  decUmmU 
Mfirifidesy  and  which  they  themfelves  found  ^*ff^ 
moil  proper  to  make  ufe  of,  long  before  it  was  ^^|^ 
thought  advifeable  to  (hut  up  the  Youth  in  Wc/  et 
Schools,  and  confine  all  the  Exercifes  of  the  EuHfUa 
Mind  to  pure  Declamations.    In  a  word,  all  ^"vmuvw 
thefe  Ocnaments  of  W<tf 4s  and  Thoughts,  ^''^£!;' 

O  $  which  mt/fpi. 
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Whkh  are  fo  far  ktcWA^  and'  fo  freqnent^  At^ 

IpoH  the  Difceurfe  of  its  Natiiral  Beaoty^  atHi 

true  Dignity.    And  thi^  is  an  Univerfat  Prin^ 

dple  for  alt  thofe  things^  the  Grandeur  of 

Or4vh£f  which,  join'd  with  a  Regular  Simj^licity,  makei 

minuitttr    ^p  all  the  Excellence  artd  Perfeaion  they  are 

Zb^Si    rertiarkable  for  :  As  we  may  fee  in  Piainting 

gumtr      ^ttd  Archite^lare^  where  ^reat  Contrivances 

^Oiamki  and  good  Fancies,  are  not  to  well  ex^refi'd  by 

V^dL^  the  Number  and  Variety  of  Orntfnflftrtts,  as  by 

e^mSU'  A  plain  Uniform,  and  regular  PbftSon,  which 

tJrim     $^^^^  -^^^^  Defign  its  true  Grandeur  and  Ma« 

dignita^    jefty. 

*^^'--  Thefevery  Thoughts,  which  are  fomuch\ 
^^*^  .  upon  the  Wing,  and  which  we  call  fine  and 
^[•^^1.4.  deliciate  Fancies,  become  infupportable  in  ahy 
^^ieft  Difcourfe,  unlets  manag'd  with  fome  Modera- 
w»i/tfw  tion.  Nothing  tires  fo  much  as  greitObjeifts, 
2[)te»(ttrf*.  whiith  are  too  refplendent,  and  bear  not  the 
iius^  psm  teafr  proportion  with  the  Faculties  of  ourSools^ 
fl^qft  which  grbw  languid  upon  a  view  of  any  thing 
g^ittt.  .  ifjg^^f  ig  irtmatiiral,  as  our  Eyes  are  weakened  by 
uc  orat  j,^^  gj.^^^  ^  Light ;  for  thefe  Faculties  are  limi* 
ted  and  confin  d  within  certain  bounds. 


I'  J 


CHAP.    XV, 


L^tw'  what  Mmner^  and  m  what  (^(eJpeBs^ 
Homer  has  the   Glory    of  Indention 
;•    4^^V«  Virgil. 

INventim^  which  is  one  of  themoft  EiTentU^ 
QuaMtks  of  a  Poet,  is  in  the  Number  of 
thofe  Advantages^  upon  the  Score  of  whiob; 

^     Homer 
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Umir  deler¥es  the  prefefence  to  Ptr^ik  Var 
he  is  the  Model  and  Original  by  which  Virtil ' 
fbrm'd  his  whole  Defign.  But  we^  are  toob- 
fenre^  that^  z%Arifioth\n  his  P^e/r;  makes  mcft- 
tion  of  a  lictie  Uiady  which  SuHas  afcribes  to 
one,  'iiam*d  Jntimacbusy  and  which  was*  the 
Abridgment  of  agreater^  and  from  which  there 
is  ibme  probability,  that  Hennr  framVi  his ;  it 
may  be  conje^aur  d  from  thence^ ,  ^hat  the 
Glory  of  Invention  was  not  wholly  di^e  tp 
him.  . -^  ' 

Befides,  we  read  in  j^henam^  in;h?$,ffaird 
Book^  that  one  HtgefianaK  had  wrote  in  Verjfe 
long  before  Homer y  what  had  pafs'd  at  th6 
Siege  of  Trcj.  Cicero  likewife  makes  metotioh 
of  one^  nam  d  Califihenes,  who  had  wrote  uppn 
the  fameSubjed.  'Tiscrue,  that  he' liv'd  in 
the  time  of  Alexander,  which  was  fomc  A|^ 
z(tcv  Homer,  but  it  is  to  be  belieT'd,  th^t  heiiad 
different  Colledions  from  thofe  o(  Homer,  b^- 
caufe  he  has  given  a  quite  different  Account 
of  that  Expedition^  from  that  which  Hofft^'  has 
obligd  the  World  with. 

SuiJas  tt\\s  us,  that  Corinnm,  a  Difciple  of 
Falamedes,  had  alio  written  an  Iliad  in  Verfe]^ 
ab#ut  the  time  that  Troy  was  taken  ;  and  that 
anoth^  Poet,  nam'd  Syagrus  contemporary 
with  Homer,  had  likewife  wrote  on  the  fame 
occafion  j  and  that  all  thefe  Works  were  Hby 
Homers  means  fupprefs'd^whow^s  not  To  Blind^ 
£>me  have  imagined,  but  that  he  took  care  td 
tranfmit  down  to  Pofterity,  his  own  Labbbrs 
by  themfelves,  entire  and  alone,  that  fo  he 
might  pais  for  the  firft  Author  of  the  Iliad. 
And  as  he  had  others  for  his  Model,  as  Pirgil 
had  him,  fa  it  were  much  to  be  wifli'd,  that  it 
were  in  our  Powei"^  ktiow,  whether  he  has 
been  a$  happy  in  imitating  others,  as  Virgil  hzs  ^ 
been  in  imitating  him.     T        O4  But 
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Lib.  It.  c.     ^ttt  it  viU  be  a  great  Dtmimidott  of  thit 
wtt.        ^ft«e«,  which  all  Antiquity  has  had  for  ito- 
4Vm         m€r^  if  wo  give  Credit  co.  what  t^lidn  by^,  in 
his  Hiftory.    He  pretends^  that  it  wa^  thje 
ppinion  of  (he  Learned^  in  his  Time^  that 
Homer  made  the  SiaJ  and  the  O^hJhf  ^^^V   ^Y 
i^ec^^  and  at  Starts^  pot  propofing  to  himfelf 
any  contiiiued  Defign^  and  that  he  had  givea 
|io  qchqr  Title  to  thofe  feveral  Parts  be  had 
compos'd  without  any  Order,  in  the  Heat  of 
his  Fancy^  and  the  Impetuofity  of  his  Genius, 
than  that  of  the  SubjeA  Matter  he  treated  of; 
as.  The  Vslowr  andProwefs  ^Agamemnon  j  Tbn 
'Games  injlitutedfer  the  Ft^ral  Solemnity  ^Patro* 
clus  ;  The  i^ngagement  near  thjs  Shifts,  awd  tbeix 
Number,  ^ndlo  oftbe  reft  j  that  he  had  like^ 
wife  done  the  f^mc  for  the  04f£iy :  that  Ljcmtr 
gm  W4S  the  Arfl  that  brought  irom  hnia    to 
'^tbens^  thofe  feveral  parrs  diftin<^  from,  and 
^  independent  of  one  another,  without  the  leaft 

Connexion^  or  Coherence,  and  that  Vififira^ 
tus  was  the  Perfon  that  put  them  into  Form 
and  Method,  and  of  them  r^ade  up  the  twd 
Poems  of  the  Iliad,  and  of  the  OdjU^yy  which 
we  now  have.  And  from  hcnce^  as  fomci 
would  have  it,  is  deriv'd  the  Name  of  Rbapr 
j^i£^,  wbiQh  hath  fmce  been  given  to  theili 
two  Ppemj, 

*; -But  l^pa^ijiot  by  any  means  perfuade  my  felf 
tpaj^^  for  it  were  eflfedually 

^  rop ,  ^omer  of  hi|  gf eateft  Glory,  to  deny/ 
that  im  ijimfeif  put  his  own  Poem  into  thaci 
QfdeHtis  now  in  J  9r  that  he  form'd  the  De- 
U&n  w|(;h  th^t  y nity  and  Cpnpnuation  we  ob- 
fer ve  ini't  no^ffy  This  \s  a  Weakneis,  with  which 
^e!f^';by  no  means  qbarge  this  great  Man; 
cfpccialiy  confidering  i  that  Jrifioth  batli 
fiamp'd  an  Authority  on  that  Belief^  which 
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l)ab«cfi  fince  eftablifli'd  in  all  Agt%(  to  wit^ 
that  he  U  che  true  and  genuine  Author  of  thife 
Poems^  tbo*  Jofefbut,,  in  his  firft  Book  againft 
AfpUm^  feetns  to  be  of  the  fame  Opinion  with 
t/£liaH  ;  and  PlMtarcb,  in  the  Lif^  o£  Ljcttrgus, 
and  Cieercy  in  his  third  Book  de  Oratare,  give  us 
fofloe  ground  indeed^  not  co  diiTent  from  them. 
But  this  is  an  Opinion  that  would  fo  highly 
contribute  to  the  abfoluce  Deftrudion  oiH<H 
mir$  Meric^  that  it  were  better  to  {i;ifkvty£lian, 
to  lie  under  the  Infamy  of  being  a  Colledor 
of  erivial  and  impertinent  Stories.  As  for  the 
other  three^  who  countenance  this  Opinion, 
as  they  do  not  perenriptorily  affirm  it,  fo  wc 
may  withopt  ai^  gi^ti^^^JC^e  tip  t^mL  adhere  to 
that  which  is  more  common^  ana  be  favoura- 
ble to  the  Reputation  of  Hopur,  whidra^  to 
this  Point,  is  too  firmly  eftablifh'd  to.  admit  of 
any  Conteft.  .. ,  - 


C  HA  P.     XVI. 

Of  the  Exordiums  of  the  IPoems  of  Ho* 
mer  and  VirgiL 

IT  were  to  wifli*d,  in  order  to  a  fuller  Satis- 
fadion  from  an  exad  Compariibn  of  thefis 
two  great  Men,   that  there  were  a  Parallel 
drawn  between  the  Beginnings  of  the  llUdzxni 
of  the  OJjfffiy,  and  between  the  Beginnings  of 
AtOdjiffey  and  of  the  t/EneiJ,  which  are  the 
firft  ftrokes  towards  the  Execution  of  thofe  ex-  PrimipU 
celleiit  Poems.  For  tho'  theBeginntngs of  great  venamJfh 
Works^according  to  Cicero's  Ad  vice^ought  to  ^^^^ 
Modcftj  and  not  coo  Exalted  j  and  tho'  mraay^^ 
\  :  finds  Onit. 
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.finds  gf*t  fade  wkh  him^  who  beg^  widi 
Ib^tnach  Pomp  and  Oftenution^  with  fiich  an 
Air  of  Lofttnefs  aod  Sabltmity^ 

Fartmuim  Friami  cmfshy  &C. 

Troys  Fsmom  fFsr^  mtd  PriamV  F^u  IJmg. 

£.  of  RdTcomxnoii* 

yet  it  were  not  amifi  to  Start  fair^  and  begiii 
well.  The  Exwimrn  of  the  V^^  as  I  find  it 
tranflated  by  an  unknown  Aathor  of  Antient 
Date^  runs  thus, 

iThtt  hfiick,  O  GodJifs  miU, 

7U  Hdteful  Ha$e  UfUim, 
Wberefy  Amillcs  wavjoTPnmg 

Ani  pew  in  fuch  Difdain  ; 
That  TUMfands^  the  Greeii^D$$keT 

In  bard  and  beavj  flighty 
To  Pluto'j  Cwrt  did  yield  tbeir  S<nds 

And  Gaping,  lay  upright » 
The  fenfelefs  Trunks  if  Burial  'voidy  • 

By  them  ^erfi  gajly  bom 
By  ra'oeninf  Curs,  and  carrion  Fowls 
In  pieces  to  be  torn. 

*  .  » 

He  feems  to.take  a  pleafure  in  aggra?atiag  the 

HeroeV  Anger,  by  its  G^ufes  and  £fFe^; 

he  drives  on  things  v^ch  too  furious,  too  vio* 

lent,  and  in  fome  manner,  wicb  too  Ifyper- 

bolicai  an  Expreffion  for  aBeginnkig :  '^iat 

Anger,  itfyls  he,  that  made  fueb  abU^rt  "^ 

amongft  tie  Sadies  eftbe  SbOoiSy  ifoir  i^j^^  v^.vi^  W 

.  oiieofhisiiM^exaft  Interpreters^  explaiu»uu«f^ 

.     )  I|od€«s4iot60fifiderthacki$(}h9{ie)poe/>rwhon 

.    '•       ^  ■  he 
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lie  ipeilto^  and  whdfe  Faffion  ha  a^araieSy 
md  that  he  labours  for  Words  extraordinary^ 
to  ctprefs  €he  Diftra^oii  it  made  in  the  Army^ 
of  which  this  enrag'd  Chief  was  General    He 
might  have  faid  things  more  in  general^  m  a 
Proportion  that  ought  to  be  Simple  and  Un-  , 
^oftipounded^  and  there  was  no  necefllty  of 
runoihg  it  over  again  ;  he  had  faid  enough  in 
calling  that  Paffion  Pemitkus.    There  is  a  cer-  . 
tain  AfFdA^tion  in  fo  often  repeating  it^and  he  / 
takes  a  fort  of  Pleafure  in  amplifying^  what  he  ( 
ought  rather  to  have  conceal'd^  or  at  leaft  atte- 
viated.    He  carries  things  ftill  farther^  in  fay- 
it)g3  that  that  implacable  Wrath  wade  the  Bodies 
€f  tboft  Heroes  a  Trey  to  Dogs  and  Birds.     Nay, 
•ft>  mightily  was  he  PoffefiM  with  that  Spirit  of  ^ 
Exaggeration  ,  fo  mightily  was  he  given  to  * 
aggravate,that  it  hurried  him  to  that  Extremity 
of  Prefumption,  thathedar'd  to  Impofe  upon ) 
the  whole  World  ;  for  amongft  the  number  of 
all  thofe  Heroes,  whom  he  fays  the  Wrath  of 
AchiUes  brought  to  Deftru^on,  we  cannot  in 
Reafon  allow  any  but  Vatroelm^  and  fome  few 
others  that  were  worthy  of  that  Name.    And 
I  much  queftion.  whether  amongft  the  many 
others,  that  perim  d,  there  were  any  that  de- 
icrv'd  it.  Of  had  the  leaft  title  to  it.    A  Man 
fhould  never  defcend  to  that  Particularity  in  a 
Propofition  intermixed,  without  an  Invocati- 
on :  But  what  this  Poet  adds,  compleats  hh 
Mifcarriage^  and  makes  an  enormous  Coa-* 
trariety- 

u.xli.  •  . .  .    .       ■ 

waii  oi  I,  will  of  Jupiter  *  fhouU  he  fo.    He 

forgets  that  he  is  fpeaking  to  his  Mufe,  wMch 

fsherfelfaGoddefs^  and  that  knowi  all  tluogi. 

-f  and 
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and  ott|^  HOC  ever  to  ha?e  forget  afly  thiogj 
He  pretends  to  mform  her^  that  it  was  the 
Will  of  ^J^tfr,  that  things  fhoald  happen 
thus.  It  was  the  part  of  Hamei<s  Kiufe  to  ao- 
qudnt  him  with  the  Secrets  of  the  Divine  Will, 
and  what  patfes  in  the  Order  of  its  Decrees^ 
and  not  tfwmr'sy  to  tell  this  to  his  Mufe^  that 
was  the  Daughter  of  Mnttmfjne  and  J^fittr^ 
that  is^  of  the  Underftanding  and  Mer 
snory.  It  is  yet  much  more  ftrange,  that  he 
Aiould  add  tbde  Words,  purely  to  amplify  the 
Exceis  of  that  Deftrudion,  which  the  Wrath 
of  his  enraged  Heroe  had  wrought  amongft  the 
Creeks,  fince  it  had  oblig'd  even  the  Gods,  to 
concern  themfelves  in  the  Refentment  of  the 
Paffion,  and  that  it  was  their  Will  and  Pleafure, 
it  fhould  prove  fo  fatal  to  all  the  Perfons  of  a- 
fiy  confiderable  Charader  in  that  Army.  And 
it  is  no  lefs,  than  to  carry  on  the  difmal  Efieds 
of  tfiat  Wrath,  to  the  utmoft  Extremities,  to 
authorize  the  Ruine  of  the  Grecian  Army,  by 
the  Will  of  the  Gods ;  the  Lois  of  which  was 
only  forfooth,  the  fuliillings  of  the  good  Plea- 
sure of  Jn^ir^r,  whereas  hisCharader,  on  the 
contrary,  entirely  confifis,  in  jhowing  Kind- 
nefs,  and  doing  Ads  of  Mercy,  for  on  thefe 
Benign  Offices,  is  Founded  his  very  Name^ 
whicnis  the  fame  as  Jwvans  Vater. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  Matter  to  fix,  where 
this  Invocation  ends  :  The  two  following 
V^l'ies  are  part  of  it,  and  it  is  confounded 
with  the  Narration,  as  we  may  obferye  upon 
a  clofer  View.  Befides,  to  confeis  the  Truths 
lil^hatever  C^jQJ^u^a  youput  i;s^n,  or  what* 
ever  Turn  you  give  thofe  Words,  they  willfiili 
feem  ibmetW'hat  afFeded.  He  feemii  to  haw 
:9L  great  dedre  to  be  very  early  upon  his  Mora* 
|tty^  whenheli^gins  withitfofoonas^tfae 

very 
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very  Eotfance  of  a  Work,  wbic)^  is  not  it  felf 
Morale  and  that  in  the  fourth  Veife.    The    * 
Reader  s  Mind,  is  not  as  yet  piiepar'd  for  Refle- 
xions.   It  ought  to  havel>een  inftrucSked.  pre- 
difpos'd^  and  a  little  inflwi'd  beibre-hand. 

The  E^cardium  of  the  Oifffey  is  thus,  nor  do  I 
know  whether  it  appear  more  Rational  thati 
thatofthec/£»ei^. 

.  J^fty  fpcitk  the  Aian^  who  fitfce  tie  Siege  of  Troy ^ 
So  many  ToTimi,  fmb  change  of  Manners  faw. 

£•  ofRo&oninioii# 

An  admirable  Heroe,  whofe  Efienttal  Cha« 
raXer  is  Subtlety  and  Craft*  The  Cammen* 
tators  interpret  the  Signification  of  ^his  ««^<^ 
TfouBf.  inAoi  very  much  in  favour  of  flo- 
fmr^  by  taking  all  the  Craft  and  Subtlety  of 
the  Heroe  for  Priidence  and  Wife  Manage-- 
ment.  But,  I  do  not  fee  bow  we  can  allow 
of  this  Expofition  ;  this  k  indeed  a  Sweetning 
of  the  Expreffion^  but  by  no  means  to  be  ad- 
mitted j  befides  thai  throughout  the  whole  Sto-^ 
ry^  the  Cbndud  of  Vlyjjfes  bears  no  other  Qua- 
lity in  particular  than  that  of  Crafty  which  is 
'  carried  on  by  Impoftures  and  lUufions  j  Pro- 
ceedings^ very  inconfiftetit  with  the  CharaAer 
of  a  Heroe :  And  Minerva  herfelf,  though 
ftrongly  engag'd  in  his  Intereft^  cannot  forbear 
Reproaching  him  on  this  Account. 

And  if  it  be  pretended  that  this  Craft  is  a 
Dexterity  and  Readinefe  of  Wit,  why  does  he 
not  make  ufe  of  it  for  the  Preferration  of  his 
Campanionsj  but  employs  it  all  for  his  own 
private  Security  ?  But  they  all  terififd  tbrong^ 
tbeif  own  Fault s.  Ought  not  thisHeroe,  a  Per- 
ion  of  fo  much  Wifdom,  and  of  fuch  extraor- 
dinary Pfttdencei  to  hi^ve  been  Mafter  of  that 
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Ikde  CcmduA,  as  to  feciire  them  f^om  t!hat 
Mybrtune  ?  Noy^  the  Reafcn  why  tlrey  were 
deftfoy'd^  isveryridici^us;  Tbeywm  ieihoyd, 
firifavb^  eaten  the  Onemftbe  Sm.     This  is 
certainly  a  far-^tchM  Deftru£bion;   the  He- 
roe  or  the  Poet  was  willing  to  be  rid  of  them^ 
and  if  Vlyj^i  his  Providence  had  not  been 
great  enough  to  have  fav'd  the  Companions  of 
his  Fortune^  ought  not  the  Poet  at  leaft  to 
have  difTembled  it  ?  What  cou'd  oblige  him^ 
I  wonder^  to  begin  with  fo  diflionourable  an 
EMerpriM^  to  advance  the  greateft  Weaknefs 
of  his  Heroe  in  the  very  Frontifpiece  of  his 
Poetn^  to  iet  his  Mifcarriages  in  the  beft  Light, 
and  to  implore  his  Mufe^  to  Cekkrate  the  Fame 
efthat  cunning  Heroe  who  maie  a  Shift  tofave  him'* 
Jetf,  andfyfferd  aU  tbofe  that  were  with  bbn  io  fc 
defiroyd^.  Is  -there  any  thing  in  the  World, 
that  lefs  Adfwers  the  Gharader  of  a  Heroe, 
than  this ;  any  things  that  betrays  more  Weak- 
nets,  or  is  more  Defpicable  ?  Taffo^  in  the  Be-^ 
ginning  of  his  Poem,  makes  a  good  Advantage 
of  this  Fault,  in  order  to  perfeA  the  Cbara<9^]: 
of  his  Heroe,  of  whom  he  fays : 

Stgni  riinjfe  Ifuoi  compagni  erranti. 

Hit  Soldiers  wild  (to  Brawles  and  Mutines  Frefi) 
Reduced  be  to  Teace^  fo  Heaven  him  Blejti 

Fairfax^ 

The  Beginning  of  the  ^>Smid  is  left  Com- 
|)ounded  and  more  Natural^  and  Its  Propofitir 
pn  not  fo  Clog'd* 

r  ' 

Jfms  and  the  Man  I  fiffg,  who  fore  d  hf  Pott 
4ndHaHgbty}imo^smtrilentingH4U  i  . 
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Etefiffd  Md  €x$Fd,  Irft  the  Trojan  Sbm^ 
Lxmg  LahoHTs  both  by  Sea  and  Land  be  bore^ 
AndintbedmthtfidWar^  brfarebtwm 
Toe  Ladan  Resim^  find  bulk  tbe  defim'd  Twm : 
Bis  banifiid  Gods  regard t0  Rites  Divme, 
And  fettled  fare  Suecejpon  in  bis  Line  | 
Frcm  whence  tbe^Race  cfAlhsLn  Fathers  come. 
And  tbe  hmg  Glories  ef  Majefiick  Rome. 

An  Enemy  of  that  Confeqaenee,  renders 
him  the  more  Confiderable* 

According  to  this  Method  of  Comparifon^ 
we  may  draw  a  Parallel  of  all  the  Reft  at  Idfure*. 


CHAP.    }^n. 

The  Condujion  of  this  Dlfcourfe. 

■    >    •■ 

I  Leave  it  to  be  decided  by  the  Learned^ 
what  Judgment  ought  to  be  made  of  both 
thefe  admirable  Poets^  when  they  (hall  have 
given  themfelves  the  Trouble  to  be  informed  of 
the  Truth  of  thefe  Obfervacions^  and  (hall  have 
particularly  made  but  this  one  RefleSion ;  viz^ 
that  all  the  Grammarians  who  are  the  true  Cri-* 
ticks  by  Profeffion,  having  not  been  able  to  en<« 
duretheLuftreof  Ho;9yers  Expreffion^  and  the 
Magnificence  of  his  Verfes,  which  without 
difpute  sst  more  fparkling  than  thofe  of  VirgiK 
have  been  fo  dazzled  with  the  Splendor^  that 
without  fearching  to  the  Ground  of  either 
Workup  they  have  given  the  Preference  tp 
Homtf^  Alt  they  all  judge  as  Qrammarian^^ 
without  oonfidering  the  Ob&rvations  I  have 
made;  Flutarcb 
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P/ivtur^^himfeir,  in  d  Dilcourfe  hehasek--' 
,  .prefly^ric  upon Hi7i^r^  expatiates  much  upon 
his  great  Learning^  acil.the  Univerfal  Know- 
ledge H^  had  r^  all  the  Sciences  ^  and  has  fuffi- 
ciently  denoted  the  vaft  Extent  of  that  great 
Genius^by  the  Idea  he  ha$  given  us  of  his  Cha- 
ra^er^  without  infifiing  on  what  is  Eflential  to 
the  Poem.  So  that  all  thofe  Learned  Men,  that 
oiake  their  Reflexions  upon  the  Expreflioh  of 
Hcmer,  and  .fix  upon  the  Exterior  part  of  his 
Works,  are  by  no  means  good  Judges.  To 
Form  a  true  Judgment  of  them,,  they  muft 
have  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  all  thatisEfJen- 
tial,  they  muft  compute  all  the  Proportions/ 
confider  whether  the  Beauties  are  regularly 
plac'd,  whether  the  Intertexture  of  the  Proba*- 
ble  Part  with  the  Miraculous  be  judi):ioully 
Cbntriv'd^  whether  the  Licences,  which  Poefie 
admits  of,  are  not  too  niuch  indulged,  whe- 
ther all  the  Decencies  as  to  Thoughts,  Words 
,  and  Actions  are  exa<9:iy  obferv'd,  whether  the 
^Expreffions  are  Lively  aAd  Pailionate,  whe- 
ther every  thing  keeps  its  proper  Rank  and 
O^der^  and  preftrves  its  true  CharaAer,  whe- 
/  thet  good  found  Senfe  and  folid  Reafon  influ- 
ences the  Whole^  and  whether  things  are  all 
as  they^  ought  to  be  according  to  that  Grand 
Precept  pf  ^uimiUan.  Nihil  fotefi  flacere  quod 
ncn  decet.  In .  a  Woid^  they  are  to  give  their 
Opinion  ctfthefe^eat  Works  as  they  wou'd  do 
\  of  a,.PalaQ«.ar  aii^ftately  Edifice,  whofe  chief 
Beauties  confjilsjin  the  Proportion  there  is  be- 
tween the. I>efiaa  in  general  and  its  feveral- 
Patl5^  :and  ttieir  mutsal.^  Cqrrefpondence  with 
one  another/  This  is  the  Method  Men  of 
SklHobferve,  in  taking  a  View  of  ibeh  Noblcf 
Stcudures^  without  fixing  their  Minds  .upon 
Ihe  Exterior  Oiozmsafh  which  Uxyq  only  to 
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idtttife  ind  employ  the  Tbotfghts  6f  the  %fid- 
riUit  and  UnleaiU'd. 

There  iii  nbctufig  tfaic  Is  to  nie^  1  muft  6oil« 
fefi^  1  greater  At^omeht  of  j^iwwr's  Meri(^ 
thai)  the  conftant  EndeaVoUrs.  of  VhrgU  to  imi- 
tite  him  in  all  things  ^  he  feetDs  perfeaiy  to 
Adore  him^  by  the  great  Efteem  and  Valbe  be 
had  for  him.  And  all  the  World  knows,  that 
a  Certain  Critick  that  liv'd  in  the  time  of  VtoU^ 
mty^  nam'd  Zri!m^  rendered  h't  Name  infafttcus 
aqnongft  the  Learned,  by  pretending  to  Criti- 
ciie  upon  Hcm€t^  and  has  ever  fmee  Men  look'd 
upon  u  a  very  Ck>licemptible  Author,  by  Men 
ot  Letters. 

To  conclude  this  Comparifon,  there  is, 
among  the  Cstahffs  of  the  Ancieiit  Poets,  the 
Fragment  of  an  £pi|ram,  by  an  uncertain  Au- 
^  thor,  which  may  afflft  us  in  forming  our  Judg« 
'  itient,  as  we  ought  to  do  of  the  Poems  of  Hcffnt 
and  f^sr^i  By  this  Fragment,  We  fhall  And 
that  the  former  is  more  Ample,  more  Etten- 
five  and  more  Sublime,  the  latter  more  Regu- 
lar  and  more  Accomplifli*d*  In  this  Epigram^  , 
yirgil  himfelf  fpeaks,  but  with  all  the  Modefty 
that  can  be. 

M^ommn  ^fMu  Aommm  mfeit  ttmi$€r$m 
Me  kgat^  &  liSitm  crtdai  mrumqmfin^ 

Mm  immenfis  miratur  Qracia  camfos, 
A$  mn^  tfk  wAm^  fid  kewi  atkm  Agm 

HMremKomtf$eriiarJ€fHoTt\tJ^sStrak 
h^memsyfmd  tbt  tnu  Matoniafl  Vein. 
AU  Greece  ^fmrn  bis  Urge  extended  FieUs, 
Oms  *  mCmf^fi  l^i,  hanet  kfsTreafm  jietdt4 

Leffer  Works  are  indeed  ever  more  Com- 
pleatind  FinifliVl  Pieces  than  great  ones^  be-^ 
caufe  the  Artift  may  bellow  more  time  Jind  lei* 
fure  in  poliihing  them^  P  Bisf 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Pw.ip  ftne,i»t  tQ4)c  ttdtpjis  in iftfifting 

any  longer  (^hParcktilats/ which  'Wb^d  render 
chU  PifcQ)!^  very^  (Uf»gieeaMe  ^  iaiuT  which 
were,  we  ,to  .do,  we  thiifl  1?ocfow  6ur  Matter 
frqitxiuftatbius  and  S&viui  the  molt  Celebra- 
tedj  and moft ExadCpmmentators upon thefe 
two  grW  Men;  ,1  ani  ^erfuaded^  that  without 
givmg  a  final  Decifioh,'  a  thing  1  li^ve  always' 
avoided  ;  I  may  be  allow*d,  ^ccofd^n^  to  the ' 
0.t>(ei;va.tipns  I/hjiV'^  R^^^a  t^deterqairie  how 
things,  jhallhe  divided, in,  this  C^fe^  which  I 
prefume  may  be  thus. ,  fiiw^r,  has'  m<^fe  Spirit 
ajpd  Virgil,  more  Judgment ;  and  fti.QU  dl  chufe 
to  have  hccn  Homer ^  rather  thaii  i^r^//j  I 
(KquU  at.the^fame  time^,  muqh  rather  wi(b  to 
hiave  wric  the  ^neifd^  than  the  Uiai  and  Odjjfej^ 
Jb  this,  I  have  the  Approbation  of  VrQ^^rtius^ 
as  appears  from  what  he  has  faid  in.Favour  of 

,  Virgil^  after,  the  moQ:  difmterefted  Manner, 
Eor  though  hi§  Reputatiop  were  more  firmly 
eftabliiii'd  than  that  of  Virgil^  and,*  though  the 
Jeialoi^fie  of  the  .Mind,  which  is  t^e  tru€  Selt* 
love>  be  incomparably,  greater  and  more  pre- 
i^ilcnt^^th^dtbat  ^oT'the  Jleart  i  W-^  .he  doet. 
nbt  in  the  leaft  Scruple  "to  take  6n  the  Crown 
from  his  own  Head,  to  place  it  upon  ^rg/Tj, 
and  fo  acknowledge ,  that  all  o^gbt  to  give 

.   himpi^4pe,;iuyr  ^^ea  H«iffer  hiinfelf* 

•    •       - '. '        \*    .'      •..'•'".       » 

..r    N^l^iio^ui^fKaj^nafcitur^t^ 

TpeGfe^katiJ  Kom^ti  Writers  jiiU^  or  (eS 
^^fFhat  tmgfh^  Wgr}^  the  iEneid  Can  c^ceX 
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•   :  :  >      .  ^-^  •/...; 

^  k  p  ti  F 

■     S  t  A  F  F  p  R  i3-S  H I R  ^  ,    E(q. 

t>EAX   SIR,    \ 

'HAT  i  iehOgkr.rou,  IcbufetaP^ 
m  an  h^hn$erf  0^  OratifuJej  ami  'Ju 
fdtt^'tieDiht  I  mi/i  to  tbeHmoiir 
if  ymtrhn^^'amiMMl  FrtmJfbifaftd  Acfuaintakcei 
Mtmritiffiwiklhtg  ym  tnigbt  rtajinaMj  Demand  it  m 
yom^  M/n-Ftr^mai  Ascomt  a^  Merit ;  >  i^  beimf 
4Ak  U  fufi &tfAentt\ht^b m  thfs  jhtibor  and  Tranf^ 
iati/r  J  ^4mi  to  iemmifte  Aether  tkeOiticifimiiara 
is^gmmdid^  m  tb^  TrOnfiation  jaSi  andff^er. 
^  ym^biavt  ndf  failed  ta  bnfrwt  the  Talmi 
i'JaturiJHn^mjou  ^  hjtbt  Adffontages  of  Study 
andS/dmut^l  m^^  a  Mind  hnyUifitix^e  aM 
Curiam,  Fmstrating^  S^lid  and  Rttentim;  aijieffg 
4o  Sloth  ^-  4nd  ahiHiys  Bafit  and  ifdu/hiikf^^: 
So  that  you  brought  ^  to  the  Unkarfity  ^  m  grtatit 
Stock  ofSenfe,  than  Hiany  Gentlemen  carry  from  itj 
and  Bum  fiiMJ^UUy^ufon  the  Qramfkat^Founddtion 
fi  i^eil  laid  bo  your  Excellent  Ma/ler,  a  Suferftm^ 

Pi,  Mitri 
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b  Wftiymr  J^h^pi^mg  Immof ,  firOmtb  ta 
mahCbokerftl»k$BCmfmif^  rnvni  in  Bodu, 
tiirtiy  fiafming  ywr  AEni  wkb  4  trtte  finfi  rf 
Liarming  and  goad  Minims  §  vMeb  tbii^  ah$e. 
Wire  there  no  other  Engagements  enjem^  h^  made 
you  a  friend  to  the  UntverjStjf  and  the  Chmeh^  md 
a  woTtbf  Mtmher  if  both  ;  wbUft  others^  hrinp9^ 
nothing  hut  Ignorance  and  their  hereditary  Vices 
hither^  and  dnroerfing  with  none ^  but  thojh  ef  the 
'  like  Stamf  and  Cbaraffer^  weabe  the  Dobamberf 
(f  the  Cotege  the  ebirf  Tofiek  of  their,  Difcottrfe 
when  they  have  left  it :  Tiofe  heing  ever  wteHfer^ 
ward  to  Revile  fbe  XJniverfties  ^  when  frem  tbem^ 
who  in  them  were  their  greateft  Scandal  and  /te- 
f roach.  And  now  ,  .  Sir  ^  tboi^  a  flentifid  Efiate 
cais  off  fome  fart  of  joip  Thoughts  and  Time  frem 
jour  Study  ^  yet  the  eboiceff  ef  both  are  fiH  #^« 
fUfd  upon  your  own  In^ovetnent;  finceyou  think 
it  no  leji  keooming  a  Gentleman  to  inlarge  bu.  Mind, 
than  bit  Fortune  ^  and  to  bofve  hie  Heady  than  kte 
X  Houfe,  richly  Futmjbt :  Ufm  whicb  Account  I 
^aH  wa  fretend  by  the  Trefent  /  here  make  you, 
to  bferm  you  fo  much  as  Divert  you  ^  whenever 
you pall  fUafe  to  aBowfime  of  your  leifure-minuter, 
in  comparing  the  Cofy  with  the  Qrigmal.  But  if 
tbte  Comparifba  (f  the  Two  beB  Hifiorians ,  and 
Refiedion^  upon  Hiftory  ,  ^B  either  Provoke 
you  to  take  Pen  in  HandyOr  i^ftyouberea/ierinfra*' 
je&ing  a  Fieee  tf  that  Nature^  I^dlMerit  mere  of  the 
Publick^  tbanwiB  at  fir  fi  hew  be  d^coverd: 
He^ever  it  may  happen,  IJhaBnotfail  of  my  Defign, 
Tfibieb  was  nq  ewn  Satufa&ion  ,  in  making  »  the 
a  Peer,  yet  Real  Acknowledgment  of  tbefiequem 
Favours  you  have  amferred  on , 


^    .    SIR,   Ycmrmoft  Obedient Hiiinbk  Servant/ 
Apr,  u.  169^. .  -  ^  T»  Taylo 
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PEIFACE. 

IMuft  fog  leaiFe  to  Acquaint  the  Reader^  in 
twoprthtee  Words,  with  the  Reaiba  that 
imkic'd  me  tb  witer  on  the  Tranflation  of  ka^ 
fm,  whieh  i>rplbal>ly  nii^t  feem  Unnecelfary, 
lifice  it  had  oeen formerly  done,  and  was  in  the 
Hands  of  mofli  Peonle.  Bat  underftanding  it 
wa$  Performed  by  leireral  Petfom ,  acfeveral 
Time» ,  and  ibme  of  it  carelefly  eilou^,  and, 
thK  Whidi  wasbetcer,oiit  of  Print;  and  being 
ipform'd  fome  parts  of  it  had  not  hitherto 
bieen  Tranflated ,  and  defir'd  to  go  over  with^ 
it  agmn ,  and  Make  it  all  of  a  Piece;  and  of  ^ 
more  generd  Ufe,  I  thought  my  Pains  would 
not  be  ¥ery  iU  Imf  loy'd ,  if  I  CoHea«d  the 
fcatter'd  Parts  of  h  excellent  a  Boo(( ,  2ind' 
redact  thefflt' into  a  Body :  £fpedai!y  fmce 
I  might  Advantage  my  felf  by  ^he  Faiii^^ 
and  Miftakes  of  Others,  and  pclfiblyj  by  imi* 
tating  what  Was^  Good  ,  afto  avoiding  what , 
was  Bad  in*  them,  make  a  tolerable  Tranfla^ ' 
tion:  I  began  with  the  Authors  Treaties 
n^i)  Hiftoty,  ill  his C^farifinMA  Rtjka$(mx, 
upon  the  Btaokfellers  Infonmtion:  they  had 
not  bcfn  Attempted  before*  And  bedaufe^ 
nothing  was  more  ieafonabie  than  a  Compa- 
^fon  of  ThHcydiia  and  Livy^  at  a  time  when 
the  former  was  Printing  in  an  excellent  £di^ 
Cioa  at  the  ^isatre  I  nothing  being  moTQ 
'  --'    '  V  I  wc^ 
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peceflary  to  the  thorongh'ividerftaiiding  any 

him  9  the  beft  Cenfares  and  Crkk^  that  have 
been  Wrote  upon  him.    Bat  it  was  a  kind. 
of  Surprize  tome^  wben>I  had  finifli'd  the 
RejUSumsy  to  find  they  had  been  ventur'd  on 
betort^,    by  one   pam^Je  X^waBr<mte^ 
hendiog  it  wpvii4  coft  >9e  a  .  freifr  Trbwle, 
V9hitc  I  fell  in  with  his  FrprelSon^  to  Change 
my  own :    But  finding  the  Copy  he  went 
h(fi  19  be  ^c  Ofigia^  toogb^caft  add  ioconC 
fjim  >  before  the.  Aothoc  bad  potihis  laft  faaqft 
to.  jit  ;  and  that  we  icidocn  a^eed?iar4hc  woft 
of,  expreifing  the'  £tfne^  thing y.i[  rier  MiMr 
|i^  witboitt  .  ^fiy   Altemtion»*   I  have  bem- 
t^d  too^  by  a<jientlenian^  hof  cfibught  hehid^ 
f^^tbis  oth^Fkrrdone;  bet rioc bdi^  afaie" 
t^.  get  41  Sight t»£  it,  I  leawdieCb«f  iir^m 
takd^irs  Cha^QC  s    If  it  masts  ^wioltia  Icind* 
Rficeprion^  tbe<i»t  ftaU  fpeed|l^l]^PubUfli'd<j: 
tf^not,  I  am  nm  ib  great  an  xneoiy  tio  the 
BookfeUejraod  myfel^  » totfaroMriny  PaiiiSj 
and  his  Mony  awjLy  to  no  Ptirpoft;    I  have 
o»)y  this  to  add^That  I  woeldTnot  be  thoogbt, 
becauf?  I  have'Tca£rfIated4hei/(rfiDle,  to  Be*- 
iieye  it  all :    There  are  fome  fewrReflediofit 
that  fmdl  too  fccmg:  of  the  y»/teef  j  who,  in' 
Favour  of  MiChdccb  ,    falls,  into  Partialicy;  • 
vihillk   he  is  Declaring  againfr.it  4;  'buc  tM^ 
Infiances  ferve  hb  Purpofe^.  a6:weltas  if  they •' 
werj9  true ;  and:  tis  a  Fault  wiiiob  mtM  be  Pdr-i } 
dp»!d  him^.fince  it    cannot  be  .a^oided^  b^s 
the  Man  never  ib  Leatn'd^  ^MdibUt  abandon^' 
ing  his  Religion.,  ^      j. 


The 
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Tte  author's  Prefece^ 

MTDeJkn  inComfarinz  thefeTw^,  Author t^ 
;  ,«r  off^  to  mafie  ^hir^aUi  better^  knoM^i 
pnct  1  take  tbim  to  be  the  mofi-  IProper  of  aH  others^ 

both  are  I 
any  ither. 

WienJatim  -^  our  owrt  T^fn^s,  ,^alw.e  gnderfiami 
the  ilha^aacir  cf  \4^cient  ^tifbif's  better^  ani  aff 
more  intiniatily  Acquainted  with  their  Mini  and 
Meaning  f hah  our  Pre'deqi^orj^  •       \     ,.  ^/-^ 

.  The^  Diffurehce  between  themlan^  t^  ^J^*^9  ^^ 
great  ft  Trefenjtons  Wfre  fffofde  jto  X^xniKg  in,  tbejf 
AgCy  than  ours,  ^bk  Wd^  fir)hcrly  (o  ffijtQb  in 
Fafiion  y  thjfit  JElizabeth.^,  .J^eea  ^  England. 
^ranJtatiJ  feveral  <f  Sophocles' i  Tragedi^j  }.  'on^ 
Mary  Stuart 'f£«  ^een  Dki^pbine^ .  recited  mp  the 
Louvre,  in  the  great  Guar4j-fibn,^?f<»r4f/\a^i6«;(^ 
Court^  a  Latine  Oration  of  her  (ht^nmatungi  and 
the  ChariceUor  cFthe  tl^J^^jfiil^\in  the.  Reign  of 
,thar|es  '  the  /Ninth  ^  v^^'.MWell.  skilled  in  Lmr 
guages  as  a  Profijjoroftbe  dollege-RoyaK.^  %^^ 
the  Genim  *of\  thofe  ume^  y  /;»  "v/hicb^  nothing  wof 
fo  9^uch  tit  Vogue  \.^.  ^^>S!^^^  Cafacitjj^  and  pro^ 
fiund  'Reading^:  '  The  Tingues  were  tboroughy  StUr 
diedy  and  Men  betook  ticmfeJvej  to  reform  the  Text 
ef  AncUnt  Authors^  by  far  fetched  Interp^ctatum/:^ 
tifubtilizg  upon  an  E^ivocalferm  ^  andtofimd 
a  CohjeSlure  for  the  ^Ji.abli0l2ing  a  Correction.  In 
port  ,  thef  fcrupuUnfy  adhcr  d  to .  the  Liter a\S4vfc^ 
iecauje  they  wete  not  able  to  reatb  the  Spirit ^  of  the 
Author,  and. hi  Meaning}  which  now  ,fd0s  jjf. 
dime,  Men  b^ing  become  more  Rational / and  lejS 
^'  %  '  P  4         Learn  d; 
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iMnfdi  MipuKUr4UcmU  m  made  ^fpodSmfi, 
m  tie  greatest  S'smfUd^^  tban  efam  ammard  and 
ferverje  Cafactf  of  A&U. 

Herehf  it  te  we  are  amvd  to  a  greater  htimaq^ 
mtb  tie  Seutbmetffs  ef  tie  jMeatt,  and  a  mere 
tierougi  KnwUJge  ef  titir  Writims :  Wiki  mfe 
true,  that  afi  Men ,  never  fo  little  Safartial,  miOt 
agree  te  it^  and  J  may  fay  witiemt  Vattky,  Igj^oe 
a  better  Idea  if  tie  Sfkit  cf  Lity^  fef  hpanee,  in 
tin  little  Piece  I  iave  draum^  tiie  Gronovias  bat 
dime  in  in  lall  Editim,  Printed  at  AtsAnrdem  in 
tie  Tiar  i66f  ;   wbicb  eentamt  a  kng,  ami  exaB 
Bijfeij  eftbe  Manuferiftt  ef  the  IBfieriany  ef  tbe 
Editions  p^ftrtifrem  time  tetime,  attdefa Qata^ 
loiae  eftiefe  Men  wit  bav^  epde0oeierd  j  ij  tbeir 
Setts  er  CerreSimsy  if  tbeir  RefieSiem  ef  Crith 
dfmsj  te  re-eflabM  er  atmneiit  tbenf.    Tieremnet 
to  be  found,  in  at  tie  A^an^es  be  affords  tit ,  fo(t 
fbe  underfianding  ef  tbn  Hi/forian  ,norinaibm 
otber  Commentators  J  fd  exalt  a  Knowledge  ef  bit 
CbaraSer,  at  tbat  nAicb  I  give  in  tbn  Volmne,  at 
little  ^t  it  it.     At  half  ^  I  fhaU  not  3eif  tbf  fite 
J^lijh  tbe  World  begins  to  bave  efgoodSenfe,  ^pon 
JUafm's  diJfUfing  it  fejfto  fbe  Lfiomd ,  in  all  tb^ 
Extent  of  Soadity  und  DeUcacj :    Wbicb  it  fe  tbo^ 
rougbfy  fettled  in  tbe  Mmd^  ef  Men  at  tbn  daf^tba( 
in  all  tbe  Worbs^  fetontmended  torn  if  tbe  Merit  of 
tbeir  Antiquity,  tbe  Preference  u  witbout  Sernfte 
given  to  a  Man  ef  good  Senfe^  atsd  fittk  Xfaming^ 
before  a  Man  ef  Learning  of  ^n  injuMdotit  Qk^ 
taSer. 

I  am  fearful  bewe^er  of  Ditcournging  fbofe  ^o 
bave  no  Genius  for  Writing ,  by  defiring  to  Eneouc 
rage  tbo/e  that  bave^  For  vfbatever  Rales  may  be 
fivenfor  Hifiory,  none  c^  he  prefmVdm^m  tevere 
fban  tbofe  Thucydidcs  and  Livy  bave  obfervi^ 
After  aU,  Tbat  wbicb  Ifj^Ufaj  may  be  Serviceable 
H  tnanf  Tbings^    ^ein^  dej^nd   to    d^roy  tbf 
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lUnMWrr  tf  tUt  L$w  tffiilfi  Iji/fre,  tvikb  fiH 
t^m^ivim  m  tUf  Jm,  4tmt»gH  Mm  »iife  TsBe 
•r  9U  fhroHghfy  fmgd  Mi  pm^'ii  u  ti$l^bttm 
titfi  nib*  frtttnd  to  virit$  vrith  0  Ray  tff^her 
tU«{mJ  wUei  mthts  tie  S«l$d  Chmrs&er  ;  to  fief 
that  mrmt  if  ^MfHtt^  whkb  fim  (m  <f  Mm 
aa  sttrilmt*  J«  mf>  mf  mris;  to  jhrntbut  'tm 
fitm.  JUtgi  rnktrtlum  IVwis,  tie  JMkmfi-rf 
Ea^r^mfmid  he  fiitgbt  $  to  avoid  that  emtty 
greittti^  tfD^eemfe^  m  emtmj  to  the  real  Digui^ 
«f  IBatftiSmt  m  a  tea  Msktd Ski^ieitf  ^  andto 
wr^  m  sfei^Uemmmer^  h-ttt  right  pfe  ef  4 
em^  mU  fOtr  Raafmi  wmeh  mnevhere  better 
kam'd,  tbamjhm  the  Ac^iumtamewitb  tb^e  7w9 
Aatbon  iferl  Anew  vey  fmtbat  are  mere  prefer 
to  make  a  Man  Ratieaal ,  that  reads  them,  if  be 
reads  them  weB :  Ami  tbetfgb  lfie$dd  mfyfm,  that 
aB  the  Madefy  if  the  Ronua  Cemmmveakh  fiill 
i^itnLtrirf  ^«r  i$  hat  hemmeretban  lyoo 
Tkart  dtfirvfdi  and  a  the  ?nritf  if  Reafea  tf 
the  Ameieiit  Greeks  affears  the  fame  fiH  m  Ths- 
cydides^  at  it  wat  2000  Tears  ago^  jettbm  wmU 
be  eaougbf  me  weald  think,  u  excite  tbeCmie^ 
efaQenerom  Seal  to  httw  the  Bottom  rf'them, 
a^eording  to  thtir  Merits^  Fw,  infiort,  there  fro- 
baUf  never  affeard  i»  anf  f^ori,  mereflUd  Rea- 
fmft  aeeon^amed  vfitb  aB  the  Forte  and  Digiutj  ef 
pifemrfii  nagoodSeafe  dehver'd  vntb  a  mere  et^ 
fii/ttejm^pifent,  than  in  theft  Tmjiatbors, 
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^-feSlDES  that  vijft  ttifficitffty  therd 
Is  to  eftablTft  ftaniiiflg  Rttks;  Where- 
by   to   jildge'-6f  the   Bfcauty    of 

^     fach  Works  ;rs ,  thefc   which  I  art 

*^oing^  ti)  eomparc  :.  ,Thete  are  tnany  whole 
O^totoh^ti  be  contrary  to  minfi  itf  the  very 
. Choice  Jflteive  made  of  thefe  Two  HSftoriani;, 
as  the  moft  Accomp1ifh*d  in  both  Languages  j^ 
becaufe  Men  are  different  in  their  Judgments^ 
itnd  humourfome  in  their  Talles  of  things; 
as  'twill  be  hard  to  convince  them  that  a  ju(t 
Cbmparifon  can  be  made  betwixt  Two  Au- 
thors ;  whof?  Works  have  nothing  of  Relation 
or  P^opof tion  to  each  other.  For  that  of  Liv/ 
ts  art  Univerfal  Hiftory,  of  a  People  who  had 
the  So^reignty  of  the  World ,  that  takes  in 
/  afpac^ 
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i:fiaM  of  lai^m  tiiw  :SevenliuiKlradyeai#$' 
ami  that  of  7&iiydUo»isonl]^  kriFttfl^^  bl 
m^if^dcfi  rdMog^to  a  lurticiilMfNaMit,  imd 
of  a  War  tfaatkifted/aot  nEhQtyi¥fean  m^Wi 
Such  aire  tile  DiliiiuJeiiQfthlirknm^  «>ffir 
thntifeltis  <iit  sthff^  fixecutiooiiof  iny  fropM'4 
EM^d;  :aniii:iistK)obleifbiiie>coafl^geisi'tj; 
before  cbtS'Poiat  far  eloarVi.''    :!'  —  ^  ^ 

r  Fbr  .^  firft^  we  need  oolyi  imdtrftand  what* 
i$  tiie  i^ndof  HHUivt^CD  be  abU^o  fudge  with^ 
fcnr  Itind  of  Cemittf  aod  Diflnidion  ^  of: 
the  fixcelleoGjr^f  alfforbrofthat  tBtucd  i^Liid^ 
for  tfas  fecofid  l!>i4iaii]Qf  odHch!  ocTpeas  theT 
<3hoicei  r  have  »ade:  bt  diefe  t#Q  Authoi^^. 
notbfaig  can  bbtter  jiiftify  it^  tbaakvbat  tHaXt' 
faj^  in:  OBWimidatuia  of  ^txt>both;  For* 
not  » tyevhiit^  felf 'to  the  Taftimoilies  of  the* 
Learaed  iHrn'  htm  'EireiL  thek  Ja^meht  ofr 
thrar  fafefai'e  Hi^;  bpon  which  iinight  biiitd' 
mjF  own  j  aot^«€Di  txpalktimti^'BiDni^«s  Haikur^^ 
mff^i^  tbe<iM^  fttdidausCritick  of  them^ 
all^,''  wftoGalIiptfi6M^/Jr^  the  0toft^perfe<^<yf  tiie^ 
QMh'BSft^mi\  alRifiifg  as ;  that  the  Ingev: 
nibwof  I  hfo  dme  bMlc^hiiii  for  the  true  PatterA'^ 
c^nwsiomg  Biftory  :  Nik-  to  caif  ist  the  EVi-;^ 
doQce  of  J^mfftilia»itk ;Favoui( of  lio^^  wlk)ni 
he^/pvefers'  bdforean  L^fkJEfijfi^  iioi:  to '^ 

atege  the  Admiration  ^ebey  haw  both  beeii'* 
haifki^'  by  altAger/  where  found  5enie  bath  ' 
had    any  fway  or  Dominion;    nothing  can 
poffibly  afl%)rd  m  a  b<^r View  cifthe  Afeen- 
^t^ithdkfoif^  HifiarianslAa^^  others,  • 

thaiib  the  Panallel  which  mw  be  <kawn  be- 
twiSKOtheitiy  to  convince  thdechAt  are  doubts 
fttt  in -the  matten  For  the  only  Otaks  that 
can^  pietend  to  Compedtion^  wkh  Thucydides, 
awrin  ray  Opinion  Hero^tu^,  Xmcphon  and  "^ 
f  ^/)^iya# :  The  xefi  deferve  not  enter  the  Lifts  - 
''  with 
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with  Urn  9  » tlfiitt  not  co  thMt  Gntideiir  and 
i)igtitc)r  which  Htttory  reqotetf* 

ibriiotm  indeed  took  a  greater  ffight|  his 
Defien  indodii^  all  that  Was  noUy  cranf* 
aHftedf  in  Emrof$  and  JlfiA »  by  the  Qrtdu  and 
Mmimums  for  the  fpaco  oi  two  Hmidred 
Years  ^  was  more  feitanate  than  that  of  Um^ 
^Hdu}  but  the  Ptrfocmance  is  no  way  an^ 
ftrenble  to  theOfandear  of  the  Sobjed.  Hie 
too  great  Ambition  that  .^i(ir  had  to  pleaife^ 
fliade  him  fo  carelefi  of  Troth  ^  that  ¥khnreh 
eottcludes'hls  Falifaoods  alone  wooM  make  a 
Vohmie;  and  his  Integrity  hasbten  extremely 
rimdovite^'by  allthathaveeundn'dit;  He 
was  of  a  Temper  too  ^eeaUe  so  hare- a 
CharaAer  that  was  &lid,  labc^oixs,  and  fit 
for  the  Difcoreiy  of  Tradi.  He's  of  a  iii^ 
perficial  Genius ,  that  lays  not  ficefi  enongi^ 
on  things ,  to  carry  our  lifind  ao  the  bottom 
of  thent  As  to^  JSSmmIw,  he  is  admirable  for 
the  Sweetnefi  of  his  Stile  j  bw  is  ttx>(niootb^ 
and  too  much  npon  the  Levdj  he  hardly 
makes  a  fiep  out  of  that  miJUk  W/y^  which  ye^ 
carries  in  ie  fomethine  noble  and  natmal. 
tctfhim  is  a  kind  of  Phihfipben  of  a  penetratmg 
Spirit  ^  who  la^s  out  hunfiilf  in  fteafonii^^ 
and  geneially  direfts  htmfelf .  of  the  CharaAer 
of  Hifi^rumj  to  put  on  the  MifkUm  ;  the  r^ 
of  the  Gneki  have  nothing  in  th^n  comparable 
tQ'TbiicyJidts^ 

.There  is  fyuiefs  Difficulcy  In  reipeft  of  Zjt^ 
aqiong  tho  Lafmei^  the  moSt  accompUfli'd  of 
wtiofe  JBifimiatu  come  titt  near  him.  SMifi 
has  icarce  any  thing  that  is  finlfli^d :  What  we 
h«re  remaining  of  iiis  Hiftory ,  k  infuffidem 
to-glvie. us  a  juft  Notion  jof  his  Mecir.  There 
ranqains  indeed  enough  to  gi?e  us  a  good  Ofdn ' 
niott  of  him ;  but  too  Utile  tQ  found  a  Com-r 

pafifoQ 

Google 


Digitized  by 


Thucydides  md  Ltvy«  la  t 

Mrifed  oil  with  Zfcy.  C^  (chitindieiiioflf 
Mmitiar  way  of  «xpieliog  faii^^ 
that  Digoiiy  whtdi  became  him.  and  wridog 
in  the  loweft  Idod  of  wAUk  SiyU^  warns  iuh 
thing  of  the  Riicneft  of  the  mm  fMfiF)  is  no 
SB/fmsm  P^iitndSMrVKece^  howbdt  of  » tio^ 
bte  and  delicate  Tafle>  has  too  UttleAM^^  he« 
caufe  it  has  too  much  Smd.  Tml$m  has  an  ad« 
ourable  Cnrim^  bttt  he  generally  oot-flmMs 
the  SMime ;  Ha  l»  noble  enough  hi  hia 
Thoughts,  but  is  not  Natoral  in  what  he 
thinlo*  'Tt$  trae  he  has  abundance  of  Wit^- 
hot  fuch  foftoF  Wit  that  cannot  ipeak  of  ^sim 
tUngsin  a  fUh  Manner :  For  he  is  ftill  pdi- 
tick  and  amfidal  in  every  thhig  he  fays.  fiBs 
work  is  not  fo  much  an  {fi/Vsr/as  RMfiedimu  on 
Hiihn  :  He  bufied  himfelt  in  making  Rdkfiii* 
ons.  King  foreftaird  by  others,  who  left  no- 
thing new  for  him  to  iay,  M4iich  detennin'd 
him  10  that  way  he  took,  wherein  he  fuccced* 
ed,  and  made  himfelf  coniiderable.  ^mtm 
Curtim  has  handled  a  Noble  Theme  with  too 
florid  and jgay  an  Air,  in  terms  too  exqaifite 
and  far  fmdit,  and  too  fiudied  Vigues.  la 
fome  places  he  fports  a  little  with  his  ^ibjeft, 
forgetting  the  Importance  was  fuch  as  reqiiir'd 
more  Gravity.  Livf  alone  has  fiS^d  up  ^1  the 
,  Tarts  of  a  Compleat  HifimM.  The  Gitatn^ft 
of  his  SMtB  is  anfwerwle  to  his  Stjh :  he  has 
match'dtneOrnviftarofaPeoplc,  whole  Hifto* 
ry  he  writes,  with  as  noble  a  Gtmmi  That 
Mattif  covXa  not  be  treated,  as  bedame  its 
Greatnefi,  but  in  that  nmnner  he  has  done  it  i 
who  has  been  Mafter  of  all  the  Beauties  of* 
Compofition  in  foch  height  of  Perfedion,  as 
no  Man  elfc  has  ever  been  U^  bsippy  as^to  ar» 
live  to. 
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Hi^tustMi'MAji  Stood  aMtfrv&/W!  4mo^ 
QfwttHiJUnaifi^  whidiiidre  beta  haodleadowii 
to  iis^  laod  LSof  beeik  Mrftufi/ amcoigft  itin.Zwtt 
imtf/j  biitboditteonoaisdrtheiatheriiavs'Atf^ 
mU  to  fddi  a  ptdf  of  EisooUoncy  as  bas  ^ 
patr*d  In  no  Ofiorim  otcd  fioce.  And  al! 
iiicoBcAng  Ages  have^  as  it  wore  ^  fall  n  pxo^ 
ftmte  atdieit  Feet,  adostfwtedgit^  them  toko 
Gmim%  d£  the  liigHefl  Ord^  deOttitt  to:Jytf 
Rules  and  Modeb  to  aU  odiefls;  WWcb  wSU 
bemadetxtt)  in  that  «rhtch  foUovi^^  fo  iaitxy 
iieanexoeipqdaabletoaUthofe  who  wUi  faari 
a  Iktle  Patience  and  Axeenfion;  ,i  i 

;  For  thd  tbini  DiaiCQity  1  otwn  it  tmpoiSbte 
to  mafcea  ju(t  Gompanfon  o£tv^9  Amhvsy  and 
their  Hiftory  who  have  ti6  reiattoii  to  each 
other.  But  tn  it^ed  diUMx  Wk  and  of  chenr 
TempiT,  df  their  ivitijs  and  m^i^JKr  of  Wrkin^ 
and sdl  that hdon^ toCompoikion,  they  nuijr 
he  compared :  'tis  only^  herein  diey  can  bo 
made  tiie  Snbjeft  of  a  Cmtfori/m^  and  it  is  lA 
this  only  that  i  cwitfme  jrhem  :  Bik  let  os  €oii^ 
iider  then*  ^ttfmt  before  «fre  enter  upon  their 
.Works. 


CHAR    IL 

\    .    4  Compdrifon  (>f.  their  Ter/ons. 

*  JL  -oth^  tmral  Virtues/  ^re  not  alw^ft'  ne^ 
tei&ry  QuaKOcatidns  of  nnAutb^  in  getkrvth: 
Vft  may  fay  notwithftanding  they  are  exttMi>- 
iy  requifice  to  an  Wfiomn,  whofe  Sentiments 
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flpuld  ever  be  hqneft  and  weU-mttnii^.  TU. 
necein^y  his  Zeal  Ypt  'truth  be  as  Sacred  to, 
him  as"  his  Religion ;  that  Jnttgritj  ht\i\s  ilidif*, 
penfable  Rule;  that  Honm^Lav^if  Equity^  Vki^ 
a  dijmierefied  Medhin^^lxxt  in  ev^ry  thing  b^! 
writes^  and  ^very^  thing  he  thinks*  So  that  al<- 
though  it re^uii'e; ^'  prodigious  (lockof  Parts 

,to  write  Hifiory  well  /  yet  an  Hjfiorian^  that  is 
in  fearch  of  Glory,  aiw  thinks  to  tpake  l^im* 
felf  Immorta],  (hpuld  .1?^  mpre  fplicitou$  to 
iivoid  the  ImppffeiJlioi^  of  T/^jUjiari  tJn^cr*  \ 

ftandingj.the  one.  being.. nibre  jfeffentialthan^  *  J 
the  other,  For/tis  nbtfb  mugh  the  Parts,  and' 
great  Capacity^  is  the  ^aithfulnels  bf  an  Au- 
thor which  is  reg4rded,^  when  Men  defire  to, 
be  intruded  bow  things  have  been,  nianajged 
and  tranfaded  in  former  times  j  fince  tb^e  beft. 
•wrote  Hiftory,  take  away  the  Credit  of  it,  is 
no  better  than  a  Fable.  But  an  Hiftorian  can- 
not hirafelf  be  Faithful,-  unlefs  he  is  an  honeft 
Man,  difengaged  oi  Prejudice^  Intereft  and 
Paflion.  And  thefe  OfialifiQations  require  a 
Nicenefs  of  Confclence,.  a  Greatnefs  ot  Soulj 
and  a  Courage  .^bove  the  common  Rate. 
Which  probably  gave  occafion  to  that  KmM  p^f^^^ 
to  admire  how  it  came  into  the  head  of  one  of  ^„||^//. 
Tiom^^y^  Freed-mm^MmQA  Otacilius^to  undertaKe,  bertinorfim 

,  the  firft  of  his  Rank,  to  write  an  Hifiorj ;  be-  fcribmHi- 
caufc  to  carry  on  fi^ch  an  Attempt  fuccefsfuUy  {^^^c 
there  isrequirda  fort  of  Li^irr/,inconfiffent^j^,eyfff 
with  any  tbing/^i'vi/b  or  cringing.  Adifffonefifim  qui^ 
Man  whofe  Soul  is  not  of  a  make  capable  to  M^i  h^i- 
diftinguiih  falfe  Glory  from  true,  and  ^ho  can  gj  S"' 
be  fenfibly  affected  with  other  Jnterefis  than  Fr^W- 

.    Chofe  of  Truth  and  Reafin,  n  the  unfitted  in  the  tk. 
World  to  write  an  Uifiory,    He  will  never  be 
admitted  into  the  Utiifoi  Mankind,  who  flrft 
gains  not  their  good  Ofmion  oiYitfrolUj.    So 

that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Xtj^  A  Cotnparifon  of 

chat  Skketity  ftaodU  htm  inftcad  of  all  tfaitigij  if 
be  vtmd  be  well  received ;  and  if  fyu  (kould 
Ibitiedmes  chance  to  &il  btin^  yei  Pdndples 
df  AbwMT  and  Hanefy  fhoald  never  be  defident. 
11ii$  then  is  the  ficft  P^imJatkin  for  an  i^fiman, 
as  to  his  own  concern.    And  thefe  are  the 
Prindples  on  wjblch  I  intend  to  etamine  thefe 
t^Q  Amb$rs,\n  What  reipeAs  their  Verpms^  or- 
der to  compare  them. 
ifc  Fer/to     We  know  nothing  of  certainty  concerning 
d  Timqr-  the  Ttrfm  ci[7htefdUks  but  What  he  hifflfelf  has 
eidcs.      deliyerdinhis£Cj^0f7^  thathewasaCidzenof 
jltbins^  and  General  of  the  Army  in  Thace, 
where  he  Married ;  that  his  Potteffions  were 
very  great  diere^  and  that  he  parehas'd  much 
efteem  by  theLargenefi  of  his  Eipences*    For 
the  reft  Antiquity  is  almoft  filent  in  the  Mat* 
ter.    There  is  no  queftion  to  be  made  but  that 
.he  was  of  an  honourable  Extra^on^  which^ 
MarcitUnusy  who  has  left  tts  a  Fragment  of  the 
Life  of  this  Great  Man^  dedttces  from  the  Kings; 
oi  Thrace  pretending  that  his  Grandfather  mar- 
ried a  Daughter  of  that  Family^  whence  hi^ 
Father  took  the  Name  Ohrusy  and  that  he  rec- 
koned amongfl  his  AnceftorsMilrW(f j  and  Cimon^ 
thofe  two  celebrated  Generals  of  the  Athenians. 
Smdas  and  Vhaius  relate  that  ThuefdiJks^^rhtti  a 
Youths  hearing  Heroiotut  read  his  Hifit&j^  at  the 
Solemnity  of  the  Ofymick  Games^  fell  a  Cry- 
ing^  through  a  gallant  Jealoufie^  andafenfeof 
Emulation.    Which  gave  occafion  to  tJetpdotnt 
to  Complement  the  Father  of  the  youn^  Genik^ 
man,  as  giving  an  infallible  earneft  of  his  fa« 
«  ture  Glory  ;  In  ihort  he  was  an  hmefi  Man  j 

the  Severity  of  hisii^^4i//  and  hisPJeir^  areto  be 
feen  in  feveral  places  of  his  Works^  where  he 
ever  ulks  like  a  Man  of  excellent  Principles^ 
never  advancing  of  his  own  Head  any  Maxim 
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bf  dangerous  confequence.    And  hb  Diicouric 
carries  always  in  it  a  Mafculine  air  of  Vercue* 

^  Take  for  an  Inftance  what  he  fays  of  a  famous 
Commander^  chat  was  pat  to  Death  by  i\it 
Sjracufiam  after  his  Defeat.     Thus  fell  Nicias,  Libro  7 
ivba  of  all  his  Cotemporaries  lea^  dtfervd  to  dj/e  in  ^  Belle' 
fucb  a  Manner^  as  having  always  been  a  z,ealoHs  ^^^^P* 
Worffljiper  of  the  Gods.     And  by  the  Charadcr  of 

^  his  Integrity,  which  appears  in  aliiiis  Writings 
he  difcovers  the  troe  bottom  of  his  Hearty  and 
the  Purity  of  his.Manners.>  which  is  the  Qua*    , 
lity  ArifiotU  chiefly  requires  in  a  Difcourfe  :  Rher:i.  3, 
When  he  lays  it  c^n  nevcj:  be  agreeable  to  the  ^-7. 
Subjed,  when  'tis  infufficient  to  give  ;^ou  the 
Manners  of  the  Speaker  :  And  a  Difcourfe  is' 
nothing  worth  where  the  Manners  of  the  Maii 
are  naught ;  for  'tis  a  Rule  that  one  ihould  be 
Conformable  to  the  other;    Which  is  the  par- 
ticular Charader  of  this  -^ii/A^,who.never  fails  . 
to  Create  a  good  Opinion  of  hinafelf  in  the 
Minds  of  thole  that  read  him.  1    j 

Anaxagoras  was  his  Majfter  in  Fhilofofby,  and( 
Antifhon  in  Rbetorlck^  by  both  which  his  Mind'    * 
Was  Form'd  in  that  iblid  and  fenfible  Mannet 

^  to  thofe  Studies  which  lay  the  main  Foundati-. 
on  of  his  Charader.  But  as  eiccellent  as  he 
was  at  thefe^  Sciences,  he  however  knew  the 
Wi^rld  better  than  Books.    vThe  Acquaintance 

-  he  had  with  Socrates^  Vtafo^  Critias^Alcibiades;' 
tericles,  and  all .  the  Great  Men  of  that  Age^J 
which  was  thePoliteft,  aodof  the  fiheft  Tafte  ;. , 
ihat  has  ever  been  among  the  Greeks^  gave  the; 
finifliing  ftroke,  foas  to  fit  his  Mind  with  thole 
noble  Idea's  and  Principles,  which  make  an 
Ibfolute  Gentleman^  and  an  accomplifli'd  HifiorU 
an  :  For  befides  that  no  Man  ever  wrote  in  i 
more  brave  and  difinterefted  Manner,  without 
^he  leaftreferve  to  his  Refentment :  He  has' 
^   '  Q^  tit'otioid 
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moreover  faid  nothing,  but  with  all  imaginable 
Candor.  He  was  fo  utter  an  Enemy  to  all 
manner  of  difguife;that  he  could  not  away  with 
any  thing  that  ftiould,  I  dont  fay  wound,  but 
give  the  leaft  Offence  to  Truth,  never  advance- 
ing  any  Maxim  that  look'd  not  towards  theGW 
of  the  Publick,  the  Love  of  which  was  engra- 
ven in  his  Heart.  He  was  fo  tender  and  fcru- 
pulous  of  Honour,  that  he  has  not  fail'd  in  his 
H^orj  to  treat  the  Athenians  well,  even  thofe 
at  whofe  Hands  he  had  receiv'd  thegreateft  In- 
dignities :  Concealing  nothing  which  might  be 
CO  the  Advantage  of  Clem  and  Brafidas  the  prin^ 
cipal  Authors  of  his  Banifhment. 

For  it  was  principally  through  the  Intrigue 
of  Clecn  his  Rival,  that  he  was  Bani{h*d  his 
Country,  for  not  having  fuccour'd  Awfhifoluy 
'whither  he  was  commanded  :  And  it  was  du* 
.  f  ing  his  Exile  that  he  wrote  his  Hiftoryy  finding 
more  leilure,  and  better  inftrudions  in  the 
Enemies  Affairs,  amongft  whom  he  liv'd,  as  he 
declares  in  his  Fifth  Book  ,•  in  which  he  fpeaks 
of  his  Banifhment,  and  his  Retirement  among 
the  Lacedemonians y  by  whofe  means  he  got  ac- 
quainted with  the  Myltery  of  Affairs,  which 
he  had  no  poffibility  of  knowing  any  other 
way.  His  Lady  that  he  Married  bringing  hiim 
a  vafl  Fortune,  he  made  ufe  of  it  to  coUeA  his 
Memoirs ;  and  he  disburfl  confideraWe  Sums 
to  the  Lacedemonian  Commanders,to  be  inftruft- 
cd  in  the  Truth  of  thofe  things  which  his  own 
P^rrjfjfor  their  own  Interefi, h^d  difguis'd.The  Paf- 
fjon  he  had  for  Study,  and  the  Pleafure  he 
took  in  ic,  made  his  ill  Fortune  fit  eafier  upon 
him  ,  by  givmg  him  Refolution :  'Tis  not 
known  that  he  ever  attempted  his  Refloration  j 
the  Honours  that  were  due  to  him  feem'd  odi- 
cm,  fmce  he  thought  it  a  Skam  to  ask  them  • 
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^nd  having  through  Modefty  never  been  for- 
ward, before  his  Exile,  to  make  his  way  up 
to  the  Helm,  he  thought  himfelf  now  utterly 
incapable  of  doing  it,  being  fufpe<fted  by  the 
Citiz,ens.    He  retreated  to  Egina  a  fmall  Ifland 
ofPeloponnefusj  where  he  began  to  work  upon 
his  Hiftory :  His  Exile  lafted  twenty  Years, 
and  he  Died  before  he  had  finifli'd  it.     'Tis  his 
great  Glory  to  have  faid  nothing  againft  hi^ 
Confcience,  as  Dionyfius  HalicafnaJJenfis  affures  US  Dion.  Ha« 
in  his  own  words,  and  that  was  one  of  his  more  licin  Jud. 
fpecial  Qualities.     Cicero  gives  him  altnoft  the ^f dNum- 
fame  Encomium  :  And  'tis  the  'teftiniony  the  /  * 
Learn  d  of  all  Antiquity  hSiVQ  given  of  him,  who  Ihucjdides 
have  extoU'd  his  Sincerity   above    his  other  r^r""^  S^- 
Vertues.     He  had  the  Fortune  to   ferve  his^^^JJ^^ 
Country  both  with  his  Sword  and  Pen^   being  ciator  fin- 
engag'd  in  moft  of  the  Expeditions  he  De-  cems. 
fcribes.     And  having*,    through  the  Employs 
the  Repiiblitk  had  intrufted  him  with,  obtain d 
an  entire  Knowledge  of  the  Affairs  of ,  his 
own  Country,  as  well  as  the  Interefts  of  the 
Lacedemonian  Common-wealthjfbr  the  Particiu*. 
lars  of  which  he  was  wholly  oblig'd  to  his  Ex- 
ile :  This  gave  him  opportunity  of  preparing 
himfelf  for  his  Undertaking  with  a  Diligence 
which  fcarce  had  its  Precedent.     And  it  may 
be  faid,  never  Hifiorian  took  Pen  in  hand  better 
furnifli'd  with  Inftrudions,  which  he  colleded 
out  of  the  different  Interefts  of  the  two  Nati- 
ons', whofe  Hiftory  he  undertook.    It  may  be 
farther  added,  that  never  Author  had  a  gre^t^r 
Paffion  for  Vertue,  or  a  greater  Averfion  to  In- 
]\jA\CQt\i2LnThucydidei.     He  Died  in  Thrace  in 
the  fiftieth  Year  of  liis  Age,  before  his  Work 
was  finifti'd.     Xenofbon,    who  Compleated  it, 
adjoin'd  the  War  ot  Sicil^f^  and  the  other*  Wars 
of  Greece^  to  enlarge  his  Hiftory.    This  is  all 
Q  2  -   w© 
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we  have  been  able  to  gather  concerning  the 
l^erfon  oi'thucydides ;   for  his  Hiftorian  MarceU 
linus  has  rather  given  us  the  Hiftory  of  l^is 
Mind,  than  of  his  Life. 
the  Ferfon     We  are  ftill  more  in-'rtie  dark  as  to  the  Par- 
rf  Livy.    ticulars  of  Liv/s  Life,  than  that  of  Thucydidts : 
For  whether  he  had  a  greater  Unconcerned- 
nefs  fcrr  Publick  Bufinefs ,  and  his  own  Pro- 
motion,-   or  had  more  of  the  Vhilofopher  thaa 
Tbucydides:    Whether  he  wa^of  amore  Stu- 
dious Conftitution,  and  Was  deftin'd  to  live  re- 
tired in  Silence  and  Obfcurity  ;  certain  it  is  we 
know  very  little  of  his  Origin ,  his  Employ- 
ments,  his  Adventures,  or  the  Condition  of  ^ 
his  Fortune  in  general.     Only  thus  touch,  that 
he  was  of  Padua  ,    contrary  to  Sigo^im's  his 
Opinion  ,  who  would  have  him  Born  in  a 
Village  near  that  Town,  call'd  Jpma ,  pro- 
ducing for  this  the  pretended  Teftimony  of 
Martial^  in  one  of  his  Epigrams.    'Tis  plain 
too  he  was  of  an  Honourable  Family,  fince  it 
hiad  the  Honpur  of  fending  out  Confuls  of  the 
Roman  Commonwealth.     That  he  iivM  under 
the  Empire  oi  Augufi$4s  ^    that  he  Dedicated 
fome   Dialogues  to  him  ,    upon  the  ^eftims 
debated  in  tbofe  Times  y    relating  to  Tbilofofby} 
whereby    he   got  into  that  Emperour's  Ac- 
quaintance, and  good  Opinion  ,•   that  he  after 
wrote  a  Treatife  of  £%«e»cg  to  his  Son,  which 
^intilian  made  great  account  of  j    that  he 
began  his  Hifiory  at  Rome^  for  the  convenience 
of  fuch  Memorials  as  were  neceffary ,   which 
were  Recorded  in  the  Annals  in  the  Capitol; 
and  for  the  better  diftinguifliing  Truth  from 
Fabulous  Traditions ,  wherewith  the  Oiginah 
of  the  City  of  Rome  abounded  j  that  he  refircd 
fome  time  after  to  Naples,    to  avoid  Diftur- 
bance  in  his  Study;  that  h^  r^cited.to  AHgufi$0 

and 
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and  Micensf  fome  parts  of  his  Hifitny,  wherewith 
they  were  fenfibly  afFe&ed  j  that  AifgufimyUpon 
the  Efteem  he  conceived  of  him^  made  choice 
of  him  for  a  Tut&r  to   form  the  Mind  of  his 
young  Son  *  C/Wimr,  who  afterwards  was  Em-  »  Sucton. 
perour.  f  P^«y  7«*wr  fays,  the  Reputation  of  in  Claud, 
this  Great  Man  began  already  to  make  fuch  a  ^^P*  42. 
Noife  in  the  World,  that  a  Stranger  came  to  l^^^l^^ 
Ronu  from  the  fartheft  part  of  Spain,  purpofely  dam  i^iti 
to  fee  Liv/y  whoie  Renown  had  fpread  itfelf  ii^ii  no- 
far  and  near  in  his  own  Country.  *»/»'  i^ 

''  rtsque 

cmiMvtwny  4d  vifendum  eum  db  ultimo  ururum  orbe  Veniffe^  ftdtimm 
ta  vidifdt  Mijfe.    Plin.  f.2:  Epifl.  1.  3. 

After  the  death  of  Augufltu  he  returned  to 
Tadua^  where  the  Citizens  received  him  mth 
extraordinary  Honours.  He  dy'd  in  the 
fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  liberius.  His 
abode  at  R^md  ,  and  the  Favour  of  Augufim, 
gave  him  opportunity  of  furnifliing  himfelf 
with  Knowledge  neceifary  to  his  Defign. 
The  Zeal  for  his  Undertaking ,  which  was  ^ 
great  and  extraordinary  3  fo  fix'd  him  to  liis 
Clofet,  and  gave  him  fo  little  Difquiet  for 
the  Concernments  of  his  Fortune,  that  his 
Life  thereby  became  a  little  obfcure  ;  being  he 
was  oblig'd  to  fequefter  himfelf  from  a  more 
publick  Converiation ,  and  live  private,  that 
he  might  give  himfelf  wholly  up  to  that  grand 
Work  he  had  in  hand.  He  muft  needs  have 
had  a  Soul  prodigioufly  great,  to  iptm  the 
Project  of  fo  vaft  and'laoorious  an  Ehterprize. 
For  in  fliort ,  whatever  Genius  a  Man  has,  'tis 
only  a  Greatnefs  of  Spirit  can  ^v6&Me  thofe 
exalted  and  generous  Sentiments  tnat  make 
the  Beauty  and  Excellency  of  a  N(j)>}e  Worfc 

Livy  was  alfo  One  ot  the  Wtithieft  Men 
of  all  Antiquity^    We  need  not  oJ%^ad  him, 

Qj  to 
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to  think  well  of  him,  his  Manner  pf  Writing 
ever  giving  us  a  great  Idea  o(  his  Trobity.  You 
would  conclude  n*oni  his  Air  of  Speaking,  that 
he  knew  not  what  Vanity  was.     He  has  not 
only  never  fpoken  of  bimfelf,  nor  any  thing 
that  belongs  to  him ,   in  his  Hijiory ;   but  like- 
wife  we  had  been  ignorant  in  what  Times  he 
Wrote  ,  had  it  not  been  for  a  Word  that  by 
j  fanui    chance  efcap'd  him  ,  concerning  the  Temple  of 
foft  Numa  Janus  ,  which  was  now  (hut ,  fays  t  he ,  by 
ugnwn      Augufiusy  having  been  fo  but  once  before,  fmce 
miT      ^he  Reign  o(  Numa.     He  began  his  Hi/?(^r;  in 
Manlio      ^  firain  of  MoJefiy,  which  feems  fo  Admirable 
Confuiey  u  to  me,  that  I  cannot  believe  a  difcreeter  Au* 
te^um  quod  fjjor  ever  appeared  in  the  World.  See  what  the 

uIumI  S^^P^  ^^^^^^  ^'fl'^'y  ^^^^^  ^^^  been  the  rtioft 
rm,ttf  vi- ^l^folute  Mafter- piece  of  Antiquity  ^  and  the 
deremui  Admiration  of  all  Ages.  *  I  am  uncertain 
foft  bel-  jjjhether  the  Hijtory  I  write  of  the  A&ions  of  the 
ill  libit  Ronran  Tpople,  fmce  the  Fotmdation  cfKomt,  wiU 
peratore  be  a  Work  worth  any  confideratim  •  And  tho'  I  were 
Cafapg  Au'  perfuaded  of  it,  I  durft  not  fay  it ;  for  it  is  a  mat- 
gujU  t^cejer^&LQ^     The  reft  of  that  Exordium  ,  which  I 

^que^pAT'^'  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^"^Jy  fine®  '^is  in  the  hands  of  all 
tn^  (^€.  Men,  is  anfwerable  to  the  Beginning  ,  and  is 
'Hift,Rom.  fufficient  to  ftiew  the  Spirit  of  the  Author. 
\'l'a  J^^y^^MsLti  promif'd  fo  little  in  Beginning  a 
fufneote-  ^^^^  t\\2X  performed  fo  much*  He  comes  not 
Tit  preiium  without  trembling  to  the  opening  his  Defign, 
fim,  P  i  diffident  of  his  own  Strength  in  fuftaining 
primrdio  fo  great  an  Enterprize.But  'tis  only  in  order  to 
popuirko-  Sive  us  more^thgii  he  fuffers  us  to  hope  fo  little; 
mani  per-  he  is  not  timorous ,  but  becaufe  he  is  wife  ,  and 
fcripferinij  ordinarily  a  Man  who  is  no  farther  Afo^e/?,than 
necfm  he  is  Judicious.  And  this  Charafter  of  Mo^ 
!cUm!'di  ^'fir  is  the  fineft  amongft  all  the  Qualities  of 
cereaufim',  an  Author^  that  is  Meditating  fome  great  thing; 
quippe  qui ,  (fc.    fro^m.  Hift  Tit.  JLiyii, 

no- 
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nothing  creates  a  greater  Notion  of  his  Judg- 
ment, than  his  Diftruft.  It  is  a  Proof  of  his 
Capacity ^that  be  is  fenfible  of  the  Weightinefs 
of  his  Subjeft,  and  'tis  the  greateft  Teftimony 
can  be  given  of  the  Honefty  of  an  Hiftorian. 
For  what  a  Fund  of  Difcretion  and  iGood 
Manners  raiift  he  needs  have  than  can  ftifle 
all  Pride,  fo  natural  to  Mankind,and  do  himfelf 
Juftice  without  Flattery.  S^e  wherein  Livj  is 
worthy  of  Admiration  fo  foon  as  he  opens  his 
Lips.  But  after  he  has  given  us  fo  mean  an 
Opinion  of  himfelf  by  the  fmall  Regard  he 
makes  of  his  own  Performances,  he  lets  us  in- 
to a  multitude  of  Lights ,  he  difccvers  a  /^re?- 
foundne^  of  Mind,  an  extent  of  Genius,  a  fruit-^ 
fulneJS  of  Imagination  ,•  in  fine  ,  a  Thotifand 
Beauties,  and  infinite  Treafures,  which  we  at- 
tend not  to,  when  we  only  reckon  upon  what 
he  promised  us. 

For  his  Sincerity ,  it  Underwent  the  fevereft 
Trial  that  pofSbly  could  be,  without  being 
Corrupted.  The  Reputation  he  was  in  witK 
Augufius  ,  and  that  Favour  to  which  4ie  had 
advanced  him ,  were  not  Motives  fufficient  to 
hinder  his  fpeaking  Honourably,  not  only  of 
Tompey  ,  but  alfo  of  Cajfitis  and  Brutus  ,  the 
greateft  Enemies  oi  thzt  Ewperout  i  honouring 
the  Memory  of  the  Conquer  d  in  the  Face ,  as 
one  m^y  fay,  o[  tht  Conquerour  ;  and  Recom- 
mending to  the  World ,  as  Honeft  Men  ,  the 
Murtherers  of  Cafar  ,  in  the  Preferice  of  Au- 
gufim  ,•  becaufe  they  were  Lovers  of  their  own 
Country.  'Tis  this  which  Crcmuttus  Cordus  com.Tacit. 
thought  impoffible  to  be  fufficiently  Praifed  in  ^{  crmu^ 
ptus  Liviusy  as  we  are  affur  d  by  Tacitm.  y^  ^^'^^'t 

Such  was  Livy  for  YnsMoral  Accomplifhments,  *  ^^ .  ^^^ ' 
^nd  what  refpeds  his  Perfon :     And  itfeems 
^hat  foitiething  had  been  wanting  to  the  glory, 

Q4  pt; 
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or  rather  the  good  Fortune  of  a  People  that  was 
Matter  of  the  World,  had  they  faitd  of  fb 
great  a  Man  for  their  Hifiorian.  •  'Tis  that  whicb 
has  doubtlefs  occafion'd  that  Famous  Infcription 
found  at  PaJua  in  the  Year  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  thirteen,  in  the  Chtirch  of  St.  jF«- 
fiina.  OjJaTiti  LivHTatavini  omnium  mortalium 
judicio  digniy  cujus  frofe  invito  calamOy  inviSi 
fofuli  Romani  res  gefta  confcriberentur. 

Thus  then  we  fee  two  truly  Vertuous  Hifiori- 
ans  .*  But  to  conclude  this  Head,  the  Vertue  of 
Jhucydides  (terns  more  Admirable  than  that  of 
Uvjf.  The  former  has  afforded  a  kind  Treat- 
inent  even  to  his  Enemies^  who  could  not  make 
him  abate  the  lead  of  his  Integrity  ;  And  tlie 
Vertue  of  the  latter  Soared  not  quite  fo  high, 
fince  it  went  no  farther,  than  caufmg  him  to 
ipeak  well  of  the  Emmies  of  Auguftue  his  Tro^ 
-  teSor.  This  is  what  may  be  Colle<aed  of  the 
Perfons  and  Morals  of  both  Bifiorians :  Let  u$ 
now  examine  their  Intelledual  Vertues,  which 
we  cannot  know  better  than  by  a  Comparifori 
of  their  Cbara£iers. 


CHAP.     III. 

The  Comparifon  of  their  QharaBers. 

AS  the  Lines  of  a  face  are  expos'd  to  riew, 
Yo  'tis  no  hard  matter  to  difcovcr  them  ; 
but  the  Lineaments  oi  3L  Mind  from  whence  pro- 
ceed the  differences  of  a  Style^^  and  Charaffer, 
Sire  fo  pbfdure  and  Imperceptible,  that  without 
a  very  fingular  infigbt^  nothing  of  them  can  be 
knoWn. '  Take  however  what  Ancieht  Authors 
^  ^  "'"-     '   ■    '-'    •  :    ^  1  -N     ^'  have 
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hare  ltd  ns  of  TbttcyJiJis^  who  were  Inift  able 
.to  know  his  Chara^en 

H^  has  a  Mind  fo  Solid^   and  well  Found^d^  necbdrs- 
that  he  fpcaksnoihifig  but  what  is  well  thoisghi^  ^^  ^ 
and  corrcAj    nothing  bat  what  has  all  the  J^^^^*" 
Nerves  and  Strength,  his  Subjed  is  capable  ot 
receiving.     And  whereas  he  always  arrives  at 
the  trueft  Senfe,  and  pureft  Reaibn^  troubling 
pot  his  Head  about  the  Ornaments,  of  Difcourfe^ 
his  way  is  ufually  fomewliat  dry^  yet  ftreng  and 
lively^  becaufe  he  is  concife  and  clofe  in  hi$ 
Expreffion.    'Twas  from  that  great  ftrength  qf 
Parts  t^at  he  Studied  to  include  fo  fmtcb  Senfe 
in  fo  fnif  Words^  and  tslkif^  kfs  than  others, 
that  he  often  faidzgttsit  deal  more.     Take  Ci-  Thucydidef 
peris  Opinion  of  him  in  thefe  words.     Timcydi-  ^^Jf  ^'-. 
Jes  in  Dignity  if  StyU,  and  the  Art  ,f  Ele^jutnct,  '^,'^J^ 
in  my  Opinion^  gees  far  beyond  aU  that  have  Wrote :  fententia 
He  abounds  fo  ^itb  Matter,  that  bu   Thoughts  are  U^^^^  '^tn^ 
almofi  equa{  in  number  to  his  Words,  and  he  u  fo  '11;^^^ 
exfreJU^ve  andclofe  in  what  he  fays,  that  'tis  hard  to  \^rUm  fre- 
fay  whether  hts  Words  fet  off  the  things,  or  the  qumia  ut 
things  his  Words,  the  m&fi.     This  is  what  makes  '^^bomm 
him  fo  very  Sententious  in  refpeft  of  other  f^^f^  ""' 
Hiftorians  j  and  is  the  Caufe  that  his  Senfe,  TrS^' 
ftraicned  and  confin'd  in  fo  few  Words,  be-  numeroc$n^ 
comes  fomething  Ohfcure,  becaufe  it  wants  that  f^i^atur. 
Liberty  and  GcOTpafs  requir  d  to  make  it  Natu-  ^^^l^\ 
ralandEafie.  m^fref^ 

*  His  Style  is  Exaked,  Noble  and  Sublime,  ftu  ut  nt-^ 
which  is  the  Reaibn  of  his  ufing  fo  frequent  fciasutrum 
and  fo  bold  Metaphors,  in  pure  Political  Terms,  ^/^J^'l^^'' 
yet  better  managd  than  thofe  of  Plato  :  And  H  frnunS 
hence  he  arriv'd  to  that  grandeur  of  Expreffion  tUs  iiiu- 
which  reigns  fo  ftrongly  in  his  Writings :   la  f^y^tfr. 
which  he  is  ever  great,  without  being  extrava^^  de^a  V' 
gant  in  his  Thoughts }    always  Natural,  yet 
!folls  nofc  into,  any   thing  Vulgar  or   Common. 
'     '  This 
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Tfair  he  took  from  Hmnery  whofe  Imitator  he 
perfedly  was.  He  proposed  him  for  a  Pattern 
in  YiisfattfUy  though  noble  Expreffion,  and  al- 
moft  in  the  whole  Order  of  his  Difcourfe^ 
that  is  lively  and  animated.  Marcettinm  adds^ 
that  he  betook  himfelf  to  one  frodicm  of  the 
tfland  Cos  ^  for  the  exad  Choice  of  Words^ 
and  to  Gorgioi  ofLeontium  for  Order  and  Dif- 
pofition.  And  befides  tbat^  this  Hifiman  form'd 
himfelf  upon  Tindav  for  the  SuUime  Style,  and 
the  Greatnefs  of  £xpreffion,  which  was  hi$ 
Excellence. 

He  had  alfo  learnt  of  Socrates,  by  the  acr 

Suaintance  he  had  with  him  ,    the  Art  of  a 
rank,  and  Ingenuous  N^rr^io^,  which  he  was 
fo  well  accuftom'd  to ,  and  which  procured 
him  the  gift  of  Terfuafion  in  fo  high  a  meafure: 
true  it  is  that  never  any  Man  knew  how  to 
ufe  his  Reafon  better,  or  to  make  it  more  pre- 
valent by  t\\o(Q  natural  J  \y\itfirong  and  preiling 
Turns  he  gave  it :   'tis  in  this  likewife  he  fb 
far  Tranfcends  the  reft  oi Authors^  fpeaking  nor 
thing  but  what  was  EiTential  to.  his  Defign^ 
This  it  is  that  gives  that  Weight ,  Force  and 
Dignity  to  his  Difcourfe.    He  is  indeed  fome- 
times  a  little  irregular  in  his  Narrations,  but 
'tis  always  an  Effed  of -^i^^  more  than  Diforder. 
Tis  only  to  in^irit  what  he  fays ,  and  to  faint 
things  in  a  more  li'oely  manner,  that  he  ex- 
prelTes  as  frefent^  what  is  paH;  and  as  carelefs 
as  he  feems  in  certain  places,  he  ftill  preferves 
a  juftnefs  of  Expreffion  couch'd  in  his  Words, 
{o  as  nothing  in  the  World  is  mo^-e  natural  than 
his  Eloquence  ,  or  movQ  finely  Natural :    His 
way  of   reafoning    by    frequent    Entbymems, 
V9hich  Demofibenes  has  fo  well  Copied,  is  ftrong 
and  vehement;    and  nothing  can   be  more 
lively  or  more  engaging,  than  that  Air  of  hin 
■       /  which 
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which  makes  his  diftinguiihing  Charaden 
Dionyfim  Halicamafjenfis  concludes  him  to  be 
thefirft  Inventer  of  that  Way,  which  has  fct 
him  fo  far  above  all  other  Writers.  We  in  find 
in  the  end  of  that  Critick  s  Difcourfe,  to  Tu^ 
hero  y  the  places  wherein  Dewofibenes  has  beft  ^ 

expreft  the  Force  and  Grandeur  of  TbtuydiJei 
in  his  Imitation.  'Twas  upon  this  great  Mo* 
dd  that  noble  Orator  was  form'd ,  to  which  he 
apply'd  hiinfelf  with  that  exceeding  Induftry^ 
as  to  Traofcribe  this  Authors  Hijlory  tight  times 
over,  to  take  his  Charader,  and  Copy  oot  his 
Excellence  j  as  we  are  affur  dby  his  Commen- 
tator Ulfian  the  Rhetorician.  And  it  was 
chiefly  in  his  Declamations  againft  Vhilif  of 
Macedon  ^  that  Demofihenes  imitated  that  Hifto- 
rian;  and  in  the  places  where  he  fpeaks  of 
the  Republicks  of  Corinth,  Corcyra,  and  of  the 
King  of  Perfia ,  and  in  fuch  other  Subjeds 
as  had  reference  to  thofe  DemeBbenes  had  to 
treat  of. 

It)  fine,  Tbucydides  had  a  nobleneJS  of  Thought, 
a  choice  of  fiords  ,  a  boldneji  of  Imagination^  a 
^vigour  of  Difcourfcj  a  frafoundneji  of  Reafoning,  a 
jneatneJS  of  Conceftion,  a  finenefi  of  Stroke^  Colour 
SLtxd  ExpreJJion  y  which  none  of  the  other  Gr^tfi 
Hifiorians  have  been  Mafters  of;  which  gave 
the  moft  Ingenious  Criticks  amongft  the  An^ 
cients  reafon  to  acquaint  us,  he  took  the  true 
StyUy  Hiftory  ought  to  be  Wrote  in.  And 
indeed  whatever  he  fays,  whatever  paiTes 
through  his  Mind  ,  receives  a  Turn  of  Great-r 
nefsand  Beauty  beyond  what  any  others  can 
afford  U3.  He  is  a  Genius  of  an  Order  above 
the  common  Standard,  that  conceives  every 
thing  Nobly,  and  gives  a  fort  of  Elevation  to 
the  moft  ordinary  things.  This  fo  folid  Cha- 
ra^er  of  Mind  gave  him  an   exquifite  relifli 

for 
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fpr  what  was  excellent^  an  admirable  Sagacity 
in  the  Choice  of  things^  AtiohRinatejidlkrenee 
to  Truth,  (which  made  him  a  Critical  Obferver 
«   of  every  thing  any  ways  conducible  to  the  di(^ 
covery  of  it)  and  an  incredible  Averjum  to  any 
thing  that  was  an  offence  to  VrcbakUity  ;  ever 
endeavouring  more  co  profit  thanfieafe,  as  he 
declares  himfelf  at  the  beginning  of  his  Work. 
Hence  he  became  (b  carefi^l  and  fcrupulous  as 
to  ttrow  eff  many  of  thofe  Ornaments  his  Sub*. 
Mduellin.  }^  might  have  v//>re  ;  as  his  Hiftman  has  ob- 
in  vit4      ietv'd,  to  the  End  he  might  avoid  thofe  famous 
3*«fri      Roeiifiti  which  the  want  of  Difcretion  csk&Hero- 
Jctits,  as  Arion  and  his  Dolfbin,  with  the  reft  of 
l>i<myf,      his  fabulous  Adventures.     And  'tis  on  this  Ac- 
haUc.  in   count  alfo^  that  ail  Antiquity  has  had  fo  great 
^dich  it  a^  Opinion  ofTimcyduUs. 
^7^  But  after  all,  this  great  Man  fecms  to  be  in 

nothing  worthier  ot  Admiration,  than  in  his 
Treating  of  the  Manners  of  Men,  as  one  that 
excellently  underftood  Mankind,  and  had  all 
the  Penetration  requifite  to  Enfold  the  moft  intri- 
cate domhlings  of  the  Heart :  'Twas  from  this 
profound  Knowledge,  he  could  fo  well  di(co- 
ver  the  Springs  and  M^ives  of  the  niceft  Inte- 
refts,  and  the  moft  imperceptible  Movements  ot 
the  fecreteft  Paffions  that  iet  Mankind  on 
work :  Twas  through  the  fhrewdnefs  of  his 
VieWy  that  he  ftor'd  his  Mind  with  thofe  grand 
Maxims  of  the  ful^Uck  Good ,  and  all  thofe 
folitical  Confiderations  wherewith  his  Hifiory 
abounds :  And  upon  which  he  built  his  princi- 
pal Reafonings  for  the  eftablifhing  of  States, 
and  continuing  them  eftabliih'd.  From  this  fo 
vaft,  and  rich  Fund,  it  is  he  draws  out  thofe 
nobk  Sentiments ,  and  admirable  Refle&ions  he 
makes  upon  the  Management  of  the  People,  and 
ConduA  of  their  Governours,  and  from  whence 

he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


n 


Thucydides  and  Livy.  z^^ 

he  deduces  thofe  excellent  TrmclfUs  that  jkre 
the  firft  Foundations  of  that  Equity  and  Hmefy 
which  make )?(7iiri/Z7iif^  States;  and  thofe  founa 
political  and   mwal  Maxims,   which  ferve  for 
Rules  to  guide  Men  in  their  Duty.    Hence  it 
is  he    Circumftantiates  every  thing  wi(h  fo 
much  DiftinAion^    keeping  clofe  to  ntctjfary 
Particularities^  and  cutting  of  what  is  nJeUfs  or 
fup€rfiuo»s  to  the  Subjed.     Hence  he  takes  thofe 
lively,  afFedionate  and  pathetical  Defiriftimt, 
that  embellifh  his  Djfcourfe :  From  hence  it  is 
he  forms  the  projed  of  his  N^^kyves  of  Battels^ 
Sieges,  Aflaults,  Defences,  Warlike  Expediti- 
ons, popular  Commotions,  and  all  thofe  Agi-<- 
tations    that   ufually    happen   in   Common- 
wealths, through  the  Nature  of  their  Govern- 
ment, which  are  ever  judicioufly  Cirolmftancd. 
To  conclude,  'tis  from  that  rich  Treafury  of  the 
knowledge  of  Men's  Manners  he  has  taken  all 
^  thofe  Rules  of  Dtcency,  which  teach  nim  to  re-  ^ , 
prefent  all  Conditions,  Perfons  and  Adions  as 
their  Quality  and  Capacity  demand ;  and  from    , 
whence  he  has  Formed  that  wond&rful  Art  of  . 
Eloquence  that  renders  him  abfojkite  Mafter  of 
thofe  he  fpeaks  to,  in  periwadtng  them  to  what- 
ever he  defires.    'Tis  b;^,this  Art  he  engager 
and  poces  the  Mind  of^his  ReXder  upon  the  ASti^ 
on  he  defcribes,  by  fo  dazling  Colours  and  live- 
ly Images,  reprefenting  to  iiis  !Eyes,  as  it  were> 
rather  than  his  Underftanding,^^  the  things  Ke 
fpeaks  of,  moving  his  PafSon,  raifing  his  At- 
tention, and  filling  him  full  of  the  njdtter  he's 
Expreffing :   Whilft  the  Mind,  draggd  along 
with  a  pleafmg  kind  of  Violence^  lets  go  its  hold, 
and  is  willingly  carried  away  by  the  Impetus  of 
the  Current,  for  the  better  Attending  to  the 
Impreflion, 
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thtcba-       But  though  all  Authors  indiiFerently  make  ufe 
rafter  of    ^f  ^h^  j^^g  Terms  and  the  fame  JExpreffions, 
^*        yet  each  has  a  peculiar  CharaAer,  becaufe  the 
order  and  managements  of  his  Diicourfe  is  dif- 
ferent ;  as  every  Painter  has  a  particular  way, 
though  all  have  the  fame  Colours.     Take  then 
the  CbaraBer  of  Livy.     He  had,  together  with 
all  the  Accomplifliments  of  Thucydides^  iii  which 
he  equally  exceliy,  an  advantage  oi Birth  above 
him,  a  natural  Felicity  (ot  ^\\  things  fine  and 
great,  wherein  he  had  a  Palate  extraordinary 
delipate.    He  had  an  exquifite  Faculty  of  ex- 
preffing  hrs  Thoughts  nobly,  an  admirable  Ge- 
nius  for  Eloquence  in  general,  that  is,  for  the 
junV/of  Difcourfe  J  fora/S»^»^yJ  of  Speech,  for 
^t  dignity  of  Expreffion,  and  a  certain  elevation 
of  Soul,  that  made  him  moft  fortunate  in  his 
Imagination.  He  was,  to  compleat  thcfe  Qua- 
lifications, choice  in  his  Words,  jujl  in  the  Or-  ^ 
der  of  his  Difcourfe,  great  in  his  Sentiments, 
noble  and  proportionate  in  the  Diipofition  and 
MmvcvitiX  Oeconomy  of  his  Defign  :  He  was,  in 
fhort,  Mailer  ot  all  the  Rhetorick  of  Hiftory  : 
For  Hiftorj  has  a  peculiar  Rhetorick  of  its  own, 
UU  Livii   ^^^  ^^^^^  Rhetorick  has  its  Rules.     ^Intilian  fays 
USea        his  Style  is  fweet  and  fluent ,  that  it  has  a  greater 
ubertasfd"  Tendency  to  Solidity,  thsLnfiajh  and  luflre  ;  and 
tis  doeebit  j^  j^^jj  pleafing  to  thofe  who  had  rather  be 
mnfpeciem  AffeSed,  than  DazJed  and  Af^azed.     His  Air  is 
expcfitionis  great  and  noble  in  its  Simplicity,  and  he  has  a 
fedfidem   foftnefs  of  Expreffion,    ever  fupported  with 
l^f  '      much  Force  and  Majefty.     His  Difcourfe  is  ani-- 
Lio/c.  I.  ^^^^^  in  fo  lively  a  Manner,  as  fufFers  nothing 
to  droop  or  languifb.     And  the  Turn,  the  Caden^ 
cy,  the  Graces  he  gives  to  all  he  fays,  the  Juft^ 
nefs  of  his   Words,  the  Cleamefs  of  his  Senfe^ 
every  thing  he  has  is  admirable.    Perhaps  there 
was  never  Hifiorian  more  engaging  by  the  Ta- 
lent 
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lent  he  had  of  expreffing  Nature  to  the  life^ 
and  giving  her  a  different  Face^  as  became  her 
fever al  Conditions^  painting  her  always  in  her 
frofir  Colours^  making  every  Paffion  ipeak  its 
Genuine  Language  that  ic  might  have  its  eifeA 
upon  the  Mind.  Hence  it  is  he's  (b  incompa- 
rable at  Tainting  the  Manners^  that  his  Potrai^ 
Sures  ate  fo  likey  that  he  exfreffes  every '  thing  in 
t\iQ  Features  that  become  it^  ncYCt  canfaunJing 
thofe  Beauties  which  Nature  has  diftingiiilli'd. 

He  eminently  exceeds  the  reft  of  the  Hijfm^ 
ans  in  that  perfect  Knowledge  he  has  of  all 
decorumsy  which  is  a  Science  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceflary  to  a  Man  that  will  write  Hiftorj  •  fince 
nothing  carries  a  face  of  Truth,  but  from  an 
exaft  Obfervacion  of  what  is  agreeaUe  to  each 
particular.  See  how  he  diftinguifhes  the  differ^ 
ent  Ages  of  the  Common-wealth,  by  the  d^er-- 
ence  of  Spirit  and  Manners  that  reign'd  in  it. 
'Tis  by  this  Principle  Hannibal  and  Seifio  pre* 
ferve  their  Charaders  fo  well  in  xiAs  Author; 
where  nothing  is  touch'd  in  the  fame  Manner^ 
or  wrote  in  tht  fame  Tenour.  From  hence  it  is 
that  Rome  co\x\A  fpeak  otherways  nnditt  Kings 
and  Tribunes y  than  in  the  Reigns  of  the  lafi 
Confuls  and  Emperouts :  That  every  one  in  that 
Hiftory  ftands  mark'd  with  a  diftinguijhing  Cha- 
ra<aer.  The  Hiftorian  often  changes  the  StjU 
it  felf.  His  Difcourfe  has  authority  when  it  In- 
firuds,  it  has  fweetnefs  and  condefcenjion  when 
it  Perfuades,  neatnefs  when  it  Relates,  is  grace^' 
ful  and  elegant  when  it  would  Pleafe,  is  fervent ^ 
moving  and  fathetical  when  it  would  hScSt. 
He  is  moral  and  infiruSlive  where  it  is  required, 
giving  Leffons  to  the  whole  Worjd,  and  at  the 
fame  time  feeming  to  do  nothing  le&. 

Finally 
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Finally  the  length  of  his  Period,  which  inan^ 
#rf  «p€  to  reproach  him  with^  is  in  my  Judg* 
menf  oae  of  bis  greateft  Advantages :  'Tis  this 
only  chat  mafccs  him  fttajefficai  For  a  long 
and  ample  Stfte  never  wants  majefij ^whtn  it  ts^ 
like  his3  bore  up  with  good  Senie^  and  an  ex- 
quifite  Choice  of  Words*  Alter  all^  the 
World  has  never  been  able  to  difcern  his  Me- 
thod. He  has  a  fecret  Art  couched  under  a 
.  feeming  Plainnefs  and  Simplicity,  which  makes 
him  appear  natwral  througnout  his  Work.  He 
is  particularly  fure  to  prai^ife  that  Art^  in  that 
which  feems  to  have  its  dependance  moft  on 
Nature;  carefully  ibunning  all  manner  of 
AffeSlatkn,  and  ftudying  always  td  be  SimfU : 
'Tis  by  tUs  fiateU  and  familiar  way  together, 
tfvhich  is  the  mojt  ufual  Ornament  of  his  DiC 
courfe^  that  h^Jirikes  the  Soul  with  thofe  won- 
derful Imfrejfwns,  that  he  Shakes  and  Agitates 
it  as  he  pleafes^  that  his  Sentiments  kreak  in 
upon  you  through  th&forct  of  bis  Words,  (the 
Strength  of  which  he  very  well  underftood,) 
and  that  he  always  moves  thofe  whom  he  is' 
fpeaking  to  by  the  natural  Ener^  oi  his  Exprcf- 
lion.  This  Quality  renders  him  as  ^uehewent  in 
his  great  Paffions,  as  foft  and  agreeable  in  the 
M^j  giving  the  former  a  more  a^i'ue  and  lively 
Mien,  and  fmootbing  over  tlfe*  latter  with  sl  gent- 
ile and  tender  Touch.  Indeed  the  Genius  he 
had  for  the  Noblenefs  of  Expreffion,  and  the 
Art  he  had  to  manage  it  fo  dextrouily,  and 
employ  it  upon  occafion,  accuftom'd  him  to 
raife  himfelf  upon  any  great  Event.  'Twas 
here  he  took  a  kind  ot  Pride  to  fet  forth,  as' 
one  may  fay,  and  fliew  the  moft  rare  and  con- 
ceal'd  Riches  of  his  Soul,  in  their  full  Capaci- 
ty. What  Draughts,  what  Paintings,  does  he 
fhen  give  yotf,   when  the  Greatnefs  of  his^ 

Theme/ 
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Theme^  at  once  excites  hini^  and  fttrDifliet 
him  with  thofe  admirable  Opportunities  ^  he 
knew  how  to  make  the  beft  of  I  And  ic  is  in 
thoh  favourable^  and  naturaUjf  kfty  Topicks^tbaC 
that  he  raifes  and  ^ennobles  his  Difcoarfey  by 
thofe  great  Ideas  with  which  his  excellent 
Gmim  for  the  fubtimt  and  majeftick.Style  in- 
^ires  him^  w^ich  is  his  veiy  Charader.  'Tis 
in  fine^  &y  tb£\.hatural  and  proper  Choice  of 
Words^  the^  tnofi  in  ufe^  but  the  mofi  Glitter- 
ing and  Harmonious,  which  add  a  lotftre to 
all  the  other  Beauties  of  Difcoarfe;  he  excites 
in,  the  Mind  of  his  Readers  3  an  Admiration 
mingled  with  Surprize,  which  is  quite  ano- 
ther thing  than  the  Pleafore  that  accrues  froni 
meet  Perluafion* 

I  ackowledge  ThHcjdiits  tias  mpch  of  this 
Charader^  I  know  likewife  that  Lmginm  rec- 
icons  hiin  amongft  the  Models  he  propofes  of 
the  SMime }  that  he  has  a  natural  Happineis  at 
Exprefling  things  nohtj,  that  he  ^vtnftamfs  the 
Image  of  the  Objed  he  defcribes  upon  the  very 
Words  I  that  the  Frequency  of  his  jRr>«r^i,efpe- 
cially  the  tiyperbaton,  which  he  ufes  m  his  Nar* 
ration,  gives  more  Heat  and  A£ltion  to  his  Di£; 
courfe ,  by  tranfpofmg  thinjgs ,  and  changing 
the  natural  Order  of  the  Time^  as  a  means  to 
keep  the  Mind  dofe  to  the  Subjed  he  reprefents 
in  fo  iivefy  Colours;  and  his  Sublime  is'^evef 
fuftain'd  by  a  Greatnef  of  Senfe ,  and  Vigour  of 
Bxpref&onj  and  that  he  has  throughout  his 
manner  of  Writing^  a  kind  o[  Lofiinefi  that 
ftrikes  the  Mind.  For  none  but  thofe  who 
have  a  fplid  way  of  Thinking,  are  able  to  ^/r* 
vate  a  Dtfcourfe.  But  it  mufi  be  cohfefs'd  that 
the  fublime  of  Ibucydida  is  lefs  manag'd  thai! 
thacof  LiV/,  who  knows  as  well  to  fioop  in 
{eife^  t^ngs^  as  to  moilnt  and  foar  in  greater  r 
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and  to  give  thole  t^louriibes  and  Graces  to  his 
Difcourfe,  which  ThuejdiJes  never  thought  of. 
»  Lib  ie  Which  made  ^Dimyfim  Halicamajf en/is  fay ^That 
€Qilo€>vcrh.  tbucjdidcs  Was  always  beautiful  indeed  ,  but 
nmb,  %9.  fearce  ever  agreeable  ;  for  he  diftinguifhes  the 
Graeefulnefi  from  the  Beamy  of  a  Difcourfe.  TTis 
the  Cadence y  the  Harfrnnj^  the  Elegance ^^t,  Fhm^ 
neji,  the  SweetneJ?^  tKe  Litfire  and  Or^for,  and  the 
proper  decorum  of  aSubjed,  that  he  will  have 
to  make  a  Difcourfe  graceful;  and  'tis  in  the 
Grandeur ythe  Nvblene^y  the  MajefljfixA  the  Gf^f- 
intjy  he  makes  the  fewnrx  to  confift.  The  Qract 
and  Mien  is  generally  the  efFe<a  of  Parts  and 
Nature,  Beantj  is  often  the  ProduA  of  Art  • 
the  one  is  tht  gift  of  Heaven  ,  and  the  other 
the  ^S^^  of  Study. 

'Tis  herein  ,  almoft  ,  coniifts  the  d^erenct 
t  ritm  Li'  ^^^^  ^^  betwixt  our  two  Hiftorians,  *  Uvy  h 
vm  in  iine  and  agreeable,  to  a  Miracle ;  he  knew  how 
narrandc  to  firew  his  flov^ers  in  the  places  that  needed 
'"'^J.  ^^;  them  :  He  had  likewife  a  happy  Faculty  of 
dlrfinma'  ^^^^S^^S  ^^^  Ornaments  ,  and  embettifhing  his 

3*^ ue  can-   Difcourfe,-  which  Advantage  Nature  bad  not 
•w,        beft  o  w'd  onTbucjdides  yWho  is  fine  without  caring 
^inJ.io.  jQ  j,g  agreeable;  that  Auflerity  of  Temper,  which 
*'  ^*         is  fo  natural  to  him,  that  Severity  of  Way,  that 
Exa&nejiof  Senfe,that  Corrfflf^f/of  Rea(on,and 
thrit  prodigious  Serioufreji  he  Wrote  with,  made 
him  diligently  avoid  thofe  charms  of  Language, 
which  he  difapprov'd  in  Herodotns.  The  Beauty 
ofLivy  is  cfa  lovely  and  tender  make;  the  Beauty 
of  Thucjdides  is  fiattly,    aufiefe  ^   ^nd  ancient  ^  as 
t  Vionyf.  \  D  tony  Jim  himfelf  calU  it :    the  one  is  always 
Jenfc^d'^^^^^'^^^  the  other  taking.    The  one  tyes  him- 
"^•^ "  Jelf  to  his  Matter,  which  he  precifely  purfues  • 
the  ether  gives  an  agreeable  Form  to  every 
thing  khat  goes  through^liis  Mind.     And  this 
is  it  wherein  the  effential  Diflference  of  their 
^-^  -•  Cha^ 
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Charafters  confifts.  let  us  examine  the  5«^- 
jeSsy  both  of  them  have  wo^k'd  upon,  and 
compare  them  likewife  in  that  particular,  that 
nothing  may  be  wanting  to  a  juft  Comparifon. 


C  H  A  P.     IV. 

T7?e  Comparifon  of  the  SuhjeBs  of 
their  Hifiory. 

THVC  tDlDES  having  fo  great  a  Geniui, 
'twas  impoflSble  he  fliould  conceive  any 
mean  Dcfign.    So  lafij  a  Mind  could  not  a<f- 
mit  lew  ^nA  groveling  Idea's.     The  Vehfonnejran  ^       . 
War,  which  he  undertook  to  Write    was  at  S  5 
that  time,  the  moft  carious  Subjed  ot  Hiftory  jhu^rdi- 
in  being;  Diaf^fim  Halicarniffenjis  affurcs  us  too,  des^ 
that  hi;  preferr  d  it  before  that  of  Uehdotm. 
And  he  fays,  that  having  laid  before  him  for  a  * 

Model ,  the  Two  moft  celebrated  Hifimansof 
his  Time  ,  tierodotm  and  HeUmicWy  he  found 
fault  with  the  SubjeSs  each  of  them  had  taken. 
BeUanicm's  Deiign,  who  had  attetiipted  to  write 
the  Hificry  of  Athens^  look*d  too  uncotnpoun- 
ded,  too  narrow ,  and  of  too  little  Adion ; 
HeroJotms  Hifiory ,  which  contained  the  Wars 
the  Grecians  wagd  againft  the  Kings  of  Terfia  } 
that  is  to  fay,  all  the  Memorable  Adions  that  * 
happened  in  Eurofe  and  Jfia ,  for  Two  Hun* 
dred  Years  fpace  ,  feem'd  too  vaft  and  un- 
wieldy. He  thought  fo  great  an  Objed  very 
difproportionate  to  the  Mind  of  Man,  unablef 
to  comprehend  in  his  Thought  fo  mighty  at 
Troic<a :    Upon  which  he  miftrufted  his  own 

R  a  Abi. 
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Abilities,  dcfpairing,  in  the  ^^re^iof  a  Dif-, 
courfe,  to  give  that  4uc  Connexhn  fo  ditterent 
Matters  would  require,  which  of  tbemfelvcs 
feem'd  too  Extravagant  and  Incoherent. 

So  liaving  thought  upon  his  Defign,   he 
pitch'd  upon  a  middle  and  a  moderate  Way, 
xhufmg  a  Subjea:  capable  of  befaig  bounded 
in  a  lefs  compafi  than  that  of  H^oit>r«r ;  and 
of  receiving  a  greater  extent  than  HeBaniem's : 
engaging  himfelf  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Pehfon^ 
neJianWar^which  continued  Seven  andTwenty 
Years,    But  to  afcend  to  the  fountain-htad 
.  of  that  War  J  it  Gommettc'^  upon  the  occar' 
fion  of  the  War  betwixt  Corinth  and  Coreyra. 
Pelofmnefus  is  a  kind  of  Peninfula  in  the  Arcbi- 
felago ,  formerly  going  by  the  name  of  the 
Country  of  Argos,  and  now  of  the  Merea.  The 
Corinthians  \  the  more  potent  People  of  the 
Two,  being  attacked  by  the  Corcyreans^  who 
were-  the  ancient  Phaacians,  the  Athenians  eiv-  ^ 
gag'd  in  their  Intereft ,  and  the  LaceJewomam 
took  the  Corinthians  into  their  Protedion.  The 
two  Republicks ,   Athens  and  LacedemAy  were 
then  in  the  moft  flourifliing  Condition  they 
were  ever  known  in  ,•  and  ^s  tboir  Power  was 
arriv  d  to  the  higheft  Pitch  ,  and  their  refpe- 
'<aive  Grandeur   gave  a  mutual  Jealoufy  ef 
each  other  ,  that  War  was  a  kind  of  Difpute 
betwixt  them  for  the  Empire  oi Greece. 

The  Athenians  began  to  be  fufpeded  by  the 
Lacedemonians y  under  the  Government  of  P«- 
riehs ,  who  was  become  tlae'  Favourite  of  the 
People ,  by  his  popular  Behaviour.  He  had  the 
absolute  Adminiftraticn  of  the  Affairs  of  Peace 
and  fP'ar  in  the  Republick  for  Forty  Years 
together,  By  that  admirable  Talent  he  had  in 
Oratory^  becoming  an  incontroUable  Sovereign  in 
Athens  i  he  made  that  City  formidable  to  the 
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reft  of  the  Commonwealths  of  Greece  3  by 
the  feveral  Embaffies  he  caufed  ic  to  depute 
either  upon  its  real,  or  pretended  Interefts: 
Which  thing  rendring  that  Repubikk  fe  highly 
conTiderable  in  all  the  Countries  round  about^ 
caus'd  thcXasedemonians  firft  to  take  the  Alarfia : 
and  thefe  two  States  exafperated  by  a  long 
Emuladon  ^  began  to  difpute  the  Sovereign 
Power  ,  by  ai  formal  War  they  declard-,  for 
which  the  War  of  Corcyra  and  Corinth  was 
only  a  Pretence.  All  Greece  was  concern'd^ 
and  moft  of  the  Neigbourihg  People  engag'd 
in  the  Quarrrel,  which  became  the  moft  Fa- 
mous in  the  World  j  and  they  Tided  according 
as  their  different  Intereft,  or  different  Preten- 
fions  4lirry'd  them,  to  this  or  that  Party. 

TbucjMdes  reile^ing  in  his  Exile  on  that  fa- 
mous Difpute  betwixt  Two  of  the  moft  f  elite 
and  n^arlike  People  in  the  World ,  found  no- 
thing that  could  better  employ  his  Leifure, 
than  the  Writing  of  their  Hiftory  :  And  being 
refolved  upon  it,  confulting  his  own  Breaft, 
he  had  fufficient  Strength  to  write  what  he 
knew  himfelf  j  and  what  he  could  colled  from 
fhofe  who  had  borne  a  part  in  AfFair^,*  in  ^ 
Controverfy  of  that  Importance ,  ifo  4s  to  give 
a  good  Account  of  it  to  Poflerity.  It  is  true,^ 
the  different  Temper  of  the  Spartans  and  -^fiff- 
niOttSy  that  uniform  Condud  he  obferv'd  In 
Lactiemonjtois  the  continuance  of  the  fame  Form 
of  Government ,  without  the  leafl  Alterations 
which  made  that  Rcfuhlick  fb  pcweiful,  as  td 
be  able  to  give  Laws*to  its  Neighbours  *  that 
'Severity  of  Difcipline,  Rigidnef  oi  Morals,  *!•«- 
galitj  of  Living,  Modefty  of  $abic,  all  oppofite  ^ 
fp^e  Luxury yPomfoufnefySinA  PolitenefsofJithens : 
pefides  t|ie  confmeration  of  that  Peopk,  always 
^' ' '  ati^  wavpring  in  their  Sentiments  j 
'    '  I^  2  vvhich 
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which  was  a  true  Image  of  Ltgheoe&  and  lo- 
cooftaocy ,  compar'd  with  cbe  Conftaocy  and 
Rcfolatiofi  of  the  L^ceJemnisni,  pponm'd  him 
fair  Idea's  for  the  compleating  fuch  Pieces  as 
were  Ukely  to  pltafe^  from  their  JEHverfity  and 
Oppofitton  :  Tbofe  great  GeneraU ,,  Tbemi^ 
0pcles,  Ttricks  ^  Tbermmnes  ,  AldUsdes^  Uieiaf^ 
with  fo  many  others  that  had  the  piiQCtpal 
Commands  on  both  fides ,  and  all  the  iStm^ 
^m,  who  fignalir  d  themfeWes  more  eminent** 
ly  by  thtir.^fori^«r  AAions  in  that  War,  whole 
Names  hare  all  along  been  magnify'd  in  fo 
high  ft  manner,  furtitmt  him  With  noble  Snb^ 

£*  »S:s,  whereby  be  might  recommend  faimfelf 
y  repreicnting.them  to  the  Life. 

Add  to  all  this  the  ftrange  Accident  ih^ 

War  was  dtfturb'd  with,    as  extraordinary 

Earthquakes ,  frequent  Eclipfes  of  the  Sun, 

Droughts,  Famines^  Plagues,  and  other  mor^ 

fatal  Adventures ,  which  gave  him^  Privilege 

of  ^iwr^#^^  his  Work,  mingling  k  with  rrr- 

rihU  Subjeds ,  and  moft  fiigbtfkl  Occurrences^ 

There  might  probably  be  other  more  engaging 

Pfofpeds  than  thefe   foremention'd,  thatde** 

termin'd  this  Author  in  the  Choice  of  his  Sub* 

jeA,  which  feem'd  worthy  to  employ  his  Pen, 

from  fuch  a  Retail  of  mighty  Circumftances, 

as  render'd  chat  War,  (  as  he  himfelf  in  tht» 

^ginning  of  his  Work  confefles )  the  mdl 

remarkable  Enterprize  in  all  Antiquity :  Efpe- 

cialiy  fmce  Athens  and  Lacedemon  were  at  their 

higheft  Point  of  Gl0r)r,  and  all  Grttce  tnte^f 

refs'd  icfelf  in  that  Expedition.  Sure  it  is  alfb> 

that  Xmafbrn ,   who  was  a  Man  of  a  frngnlar 

Judgment,  found  the  VelopennefUn  War  fo  fine 

aSubie<^,  that  he  quieted  thofe  other  Works 

he  bad  before  him  ,  to  accompU^  that  «* 

ffmr^  TImtyJidef  hadlcft  imp«rteia.,  by  rea- 
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fon  of  his  Death ,.  that  took  him  unexped* 

^  As  greats  notwithftandidg  ^   as  this  Suhieff  theSuhjiB 
icetnM  to  this  Mtbor,  it  muu  not  come  at  all  of  livy. 
in  Gpmpetition  with  that  .which  JUvj  went 
upon.    There  is  (o  great  a  Pifproportion  be-> 
twi^t  them^  that  there's  no  room  for  Delibera- 
tion concerning  the  Preheminence.    This  is 
the  entire  Hiftory  of  many  Ages  ^  of  a  Veo^ 
almoft  always  Vidorious^  ana  that  made  u- 
felf  Ma6cr  of  the  World.    'Tis  a  vaft,  and 
imfathoni'd  Ocean^  a  Carriere  of  fo  unboun- 
ded an  Extent^  thfit  it  may  be  faid^  fuch  a 
frand  Defign  never  entred  the  Head  of  any 
(iftorian  oefides  him.    Others  ^  who    have 
lindertaken  as  long- winded  Pieces^  in  proper 
(peaking^   are  CmfiUrs ,  not  Uifiorians.    In 
cne  J  *tis  one  of  t|][e  greateft  Attempts  of  a  . 
Iliixnane  Mind.:  andpoflibly  never  Author  ap- 
peared i«  A  vafter  Tbeatre ,  as  one  may  fay , 
than  He.    But  *ti$  not  only  from  the  long 
fucciffim  of  Time,  and  the  multitude  of  Ymts^ 
(he  Subje<5i:  i$  fo  great :    Tis  through   the 
Grandeur  of  a  People  that  was  Sovereign  of  ^U 
others  :    ^*Ti^  by  the  glorioui  ,  Anions  of  tbfs 
People,  in  their  Warlike  Expeditiohs ,   and 
Treaties  of  Peace,  which,  they  difpatch*d  fo 
Honpura^y  for  the  Intereft  of,  their  State ; 
*^is  fropi  a  Thoufand  almoft  incredible  Eventj, 
wherewith  Fortune  eij ercis'd  their  Vertue  j  'tis 
in  that  Prudence  they  manifefted  in  their  Coun- 
^li^  the  Maturity  of  their  Deliberations,  Dili- 
gence  in  executing  their  Defigns  ,  their  Secrecy 
,^nd  Faitbft^nefs  in  the  moft  important  Affairs, 
and  their  Refiktim  in  unavoidable  pangers, 
.  an4  thq  greateft  Extremities.    In  fliort,  every 
IWng  feems  ftrange  and  wonderful  in  that  aa- 
mirahlis  Defign*    The  Originals  of  that  State, 
'  V  R  4   *  yvhich 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


/ji  Comparifon  of 

which  grfew  fo  mighty  frbm  fo  fraall  begio- 
pings,  its  Progrefsy  its  Changes,  its  Viciffitudes, 
the  Revolutions  of  its  Power  and  Greatnefe, 
its  Exaltatlmy  and  aliyioft  inconceiveable  fitd 
hi  Glory  it  arrived  to  j  by  its  patient  ^ndUring 
HardjhipSy  by  its  Pcrteverance  in  Laboftrsy  by 
the  cxaftObfervation  of  L^vv,  by  the  inviola- 
ble Severity  of  its  Difeiplim  in  the  Dtaies  of 
Peace  and  War,  and  by  training  tfp  a  will  re- 
gulated and  martial  Soldiery,  fencourag'd 
and  exalted  with  the  only  Thoughts  and 
Profpe<5t  of  Jggra*Jiz,in^  the  Roman  Name. 

Thus  then  this  Defign,  cdhfider'd  well  in  all 
its  Circumftances,  is  the  moft  glorious  SubjeS 
Hiftory  ev^r  had.  Tis  a  long  Train  of  the 
Adventures  of  a  People  thaj  being  fcandalom^y 
as  it  was,  in  its  Origine,  coming  of  an  Extra- 
i5|tion  in  z  manner  Infaptousy  Born  and  Nur$'d 
in  flunderin^s  and  murders  y  trained  uptp  viUa^ 
»w,*  became  wife,  frugal^  jufiy  pdfionatelf 
fiudioHs  of  Glory,  faithful  to  its  Allie$,  and  pfo- 
•feffing  Ufrightnefs  in  all  things.  Tis  the  Story 
of  the  Fate  and  Fortunes  of  a  Cityy  that  rais'd 
It  felftouniverfat  Empirey  and  became  the  Afe- 
y&fohs  of  the  whole  World  j  from  a  Tr09p  of 
Vagabond  Sbtfherdsy  accidentally  packed  toge- 
ther upon  the  Banks  oiTtber  :  'Tis  the  Goq- 
du<a  of  a  Government  wherein  the  Obfervation 
of  a  rigid  Difcipline,  concwrfng  with  a  ready 
and  faithful  Obedience y  was  had  in  greateft  Ho- 
nour and  Regard  j  tho'  the  Principles  thereof 
were  vpry  lame  and  defedive.  For  the  Seniife 
of  Homy  having  fubdued  othpr  NationSy  could 
no  \ongev  (uffer  E^ui'vocationsy  or  Difguifes  in 
itsCofifuhatibns:  Loofe,  unrefolv'd,  feeble,  in- 
tereffed,  ^\fhoncR  Councils  were  no  more 
heard  of.  'Twas  a  Nation  that  was  'venuous 
thVougb  a  principal  oi  Honour  ,•  whofe  Vakur  wa^ 

^  '■"'■•    '  '  ■;'    ':   '  ^      '    '  .?h? 
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the  Produft  more  of  the  Head,  thaa  Ha^  j 
that  courted  oc  avoided  Danger^  frohi  a  refuli 
of  Prudence ;  and  l^new  as  well  when  to  ex« 
poft  itkXi,  as  when  to  retreat,  by  the  DUiafa 
of  Reafon  ;  ^nd  obtained  ^e  Swereigntj  owtt 
the  reft  of  the  Worl^d,  more  by  the  Repucaticn 
oiit$  Virtue  J  than  the  Force  of  its  i^rmr.  This 
is  the  true  Charader  of  the  Romans,  whoie 
Hiftoiy  Lkrf  undertook  to  write.  And  as  no* 
thing  teems  finer  amopgft  all  the  works  of  Rea- 
ibn,  than  the  Relation  of  a  great  Enterprize, 
happily  conduced  to  a  glorious  End,  through 
a  tboufand  Obftacles  and  Oppofitions :  As 
nothing  is  fo  pleafant,  as  to  fee  the  Progre(s 
of  that  Condud,  through  the  fucceffive  De- 
grees of  its  Augmentation  and  Strength  it  ga^ 
thers  by  little,  and  little  from  Poor,  Mean, 
and  Contemptible  Beginnings ;  fo  nothing  is 
more  proper  to  be  rela<fed,  becauie  it  will 
appear  agreeable  in  all  its  retail  of  Gircum- 
fiances. 

The  Hrftory  of  a  FeofU,  or  a  Prince,  that  is 
sAwsiys Juceefsful,  can  never  it  felf  Succeed:  It 
will  have  too  much  Uniformity;  and  nothing  is 
more  infipid  in  a  Relation  than  too  long  a 
Prdfperity,  and  a  perpetual  Succe^.  There 
muft  be  kariitj  of  Events,  Changes  of  Fortune, 
Contrariety  of  Adventures,  all  forts  of  Obje^ 
that  are  fit  to  attract  the  Mind  of  the  Reader, 
by  their  Diverfity.  And  all  this  abounding  in 
Tlitm  Livys  Hiftory,  far  more  than  in  any 
other,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  moft  abfolute  Sub- 
jed  an  Hi^vrian  coukl  have  fallen  upon. 
'Twas  from  ihb  Wtff  thjit  Lwy  forthwith 
pitched  upon  it,  as  finding  in  it  thofe  favoura- 
Ue  Advantages  for  bis  Genius,  which  he  knew 
how  to  difpoie  of  to  their  beft  Ufe,  in  the  -^ 
Mention  of  bi$  Work.  This  Subjed  fo  No- 
^  ^  '  —  ,     t)lei 
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bloi  fo  Qtnt,  fo  Rioh^  through  fo  tnaiqr  ^ 
ferenc  AdTeotorcs  it  indaded^  iibetti'd  a  wikl^ 
not  too  he0Of  for  hb  Shoulderi.  He  fooM  9 
means  of  confining  himfe^in  (b  Iqunenjk  4 
Matter  widioat  lanching  into  nuJUfs  Digreffi- 
ons^  and  Amplificatioiis,  » the  gff|ieralit]jr  of 
Hifiimam  do.  The  Gre0tmfsot  his  $i|bje<^> 
Which  he  fo  well  gave  as  to  Underfiand,  fay 
his  natural  Dijhmfi,  in  ihewing  only  H^  6wa 
Weaknefs^and  ihe  Difproportionof  his  Strengtfai^ 
at  ^e  enoy  of  his  Work^  did  not  ae  all  dif^ofir 
rage  him  j  becanfe  ho^iaw  that  ctmfafs  it  topk 
in^  as  vaft  as  it  wa$3  leduc'd  to  the  Unitj  of  4 
'fingle  State  3  whofe  Fcnrtancs  he  deterib'dr 
That  Dsrhmfs  likewife,  and  Uncertainty  hf 
found  under  the  firft  Confuls^  which  pecpUoL'd 
the  Coherence  of  the  SubjeA^  in  the  Be^* 
flings  of  thoRepahiick,  prevented  not  his  Rpr 
Iblotiona:  For  he  knew  how  in  tbofe  Ccfrff$ifim$. 
to  do  his  ^ttftncenfy,  not  voudung  any  thing 
for  certsm  bat  what  he  found  to  be  ^0  ;.  and 
Doubting  himfelf  the  firft,  of  that  which  wa$ 
Doubtful  and  Sufpidous. 

Befides  that  firitfgfh  of  Gtmut  which  he  found 
capable  of  {6  great  a  Defign,  in  the- ordering 
and  management  of  its  Parts^  in  the  juH  Pro- 
portions of  an  accompUfii'd  Piece  ;  befides  tlm 
thorough  Underftandii^  he  had  of  his  Subje^^ 
wh^ewithhehadftor'dhisMmd:  TheKiKiw^ 
Xng^  p^  ledge  he  got  of  the  World  in  Mfiifiius  Court 
mm  vinu'  by  his  atjuaintance  with  all  the  moft  aocoQl* 
tir,  impe-  plifli*d  Perfons  in  the  Empire;  Rmty  that  iiig^s* 
ni  iipi'  zM^  of  Vertue,  that  Si^r  of  Grandeur  and  Ma* 
9Miim    *^*y>  ^^*  ^*^*  Styles  it,  began  to  furnUh  him 
gimUyivx  wi^i^  iQ^ty  Ucoi^  which  he  all  alof^  difpiaysiin 
tritf  ter-  the  feveral  places  of  his  Hi^cfy :  He  b^aa  lt> 
j^«»>&c.  pc4i(|i  himfelf  in  a  Com  the  rooft  dclie4t^  thmt 
^i^      ever  was :  Where  all  that  bad  a  Ge$^s  for 
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Learning,  had  a  moft  txquifiie  Palate  for  what 
ever  wa$iine  and  excellent,^  ^Jienas^  Infiru. 
Aed  by  the  CommanJirs  that  were  about  the 
Emfenmr  in  Military  Difcipline^  pi  the  Mar- 
ches of  Armies^  Encampments,  dieges,  and  all 
that  beion»to  the.  Art  of  War,  which  is  beft 
underftood  by  fraSice.  He  obferY'd  the  M$h 
mam'  that  prevaird  moft  in  that  dur^,  and  the 
Tafte  of  the  People,  who  were  become  very 
FoUtej:  H^  form'dhio^elf  .upon  all  this, ,  difcD«i 
vefing  by  degrees  infinite  ^ungs,  of  which  he 
had:D9e«  altogether  ignorant,  withpni  this 
Correfpondeace.  The  Familiarity  he  had  with 
the .  TwePpe  TaUis,  which  were  contain'd  la 
th^F^i of  the  Ca^d,  taught  him  the  Ami^t 
tiom0ns  manner  of  Life.  The  Succours  he 
^ewhere  hop'd  to  teceiive  thrpuigh  the  Emfi-* 
T9Mr9  Favour,  of  having  Memorials  neceiiary 
for  M^HiP:ory^  and  the  Hopes  his  Friends  gave 
htm  of  their  AiBftance,  encourag'd  him  to 
conquer  the  Wearifomne£>,  and  formount  the 
Uneafinefs,  which  ut  the  general  Attendants 
of  &ch  traious,  and  almoft  endle^  Under* 
takings. 

]^  as  ibon  as  he  had  made  all  fuf$cient 
Preparations  for  his  Work^  and  was  aifar'd  of 
fuch  SiKxxmrs^,  and  Encouragement,  as  he 
though  neceflary  for  its  Execution,  he  bade 
Farewel  to  all  the  World,  chat  he  might  give 
himfdlf  wholly  up  to  his  Enterprize  ;  having 
ino^ng  in  his  Thoughts  but  the  IVerk  he  was 
sJrout^  to  which  he  Sacrificed  his  Fortux^,  his 
Pretenfiom,  the  Preferments,  he  might  hope 
for  from  his.PrinGes  Favour,  and  his  own  Me* 
lit  j  his  Pleafures,  hisHopes,  hisBafe,  his  all* 
And  never  v^itfi&dr  had  that  Zeal  andlndufiry, 
w  «;com^jih  what  he  had  propos  d. 
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CHAP.     V- 

A  Comparifon  of  the  Htftory  of  Thucy- 
didcs,  With  that  of  Livy. 

rnr^HE  Attempt  of  Comparing  tfaefe  two 
1  Hificfians^  as  to  tjhiek  Perform^fices^  and 
ofdrawing  a  juft  Parallel  betwixt  tbem^  is  fo 
Ra(h^  an<l  fo  much  a)iove  my  Capacity^  that  I 
am  fo  far  from  imagiaifig,  I  ihall  be  able  to 
content  the  Publick  in  this  Pointy  as  to  be  fen- 
fible  I  can  ilfever  iatisfie  niy  felf  in  that  partis 
cular.  And  I  muft  confeis,  to  fpeak  Sincerely, 
it  is  rather  a  Vroje^  of  a  Ccmparifin  of  the  two . 
Works  than  a  Ccmparifm  it  felf.  But  I  hope 
this  Froje^  will  fufiice  tor  my  Defign^  whidi  is 
CO  give  the  Learned  leave  to  determine  of  the 
Preference  of  thife*  two  Authors^  and  their 
Works ^  bvthe  Eilay  I /hall  make  thiereof^  which 
Can  pafs  but  for  a  very  imperfed  part  of  this 
Piece^  Here  is  the  Abridgmeiit  of  T^ucy^ 
diJis.  ^ 

An  Abridge  He  begins  hisHiftory  with  arfUniverfal  No- 
mnt  0/  tion  he  gives  us  of  Greece  in  gtneral^  and  with 
Thucydi.  Tehfss  Defcent  into  Pekponnejm^  (ffoni  whom 
de^sHifto^  it  dferiv'd  irs  Name)  after  the  War  of  M?^s  j 
thence  he  inters  on  his  Matter^  and  fo  paffes 
to  thfc  ff^ar  of  Trof.  This  is  to  afcend  too  high: 
And  this  heginning  is  not  ftlitable^  and  prOpor-- 
tion'd  to  the  Body  of  the  HiftOry^  which  is  on* 
ly  a  particular  War  betwixt  Athens  and  Lacede^ 
mon.  However  he  had  his  Reafons  wherewith 
to  iuftifie  it ;  and  that  exordiumis  a  kind  x>fPJa$r 
form^  to  rcprefent  the  fiato  of  his  Country,  on 
^     ^  *  wbichi 
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which  i(  was  expcdieot  for  him  to  infift^  to 
make  it  and^rftood  j  he  defeends  there^  pro- 
bably, to  too' many  Farttculars,  which  give  ui 
Reaipq  to  believe  he  more  ftudied  ta  fatisfie. 
tlx  h€l^0tion  he  had  for  his  Gotintiy,  than 
the  tafii  o(  an  indifi&rent  Reader.   He  gives 
there  too  much  Reins  to  his  Carriere  :  For  he 
might  have  reduc'd  that  long  Digreffion  inte 
narrower  Bounds,  as  not  being  altogether  fo 
neceflaiy  for  the  underftanding  his  Hiftory  as 
he  Imagined  it*    But  he  had  a  Mind  to  engage 
his  Readers,   by  giving  them  great  Matters, 
and  to  accuftom  them  by  little  and  Uttle  to 
embrace  his  Opinions,   and  Senie,  by  filling 
them  with  bis  Ideas.    Notwithfianding  one 
ikall  be  hard  put  to  it  to  forgive  him  .the  vaft 
Excurfion,  where  he  immediately  £ills  upon 
the  Trajan  JVar^  as  alfp,  the-  Relation  of  the 
Tranfadions  of  Greece  fmce  that  time,   the 
diiFerent  Adventures  of  the  Country,  the  feve« 
ral  Expeditions  by  Seay  the  Trading  of  the 
Oty  Corinth^  tlM    grew  fo   rich  by  Com« 
merce. 

Hereupon  indeed  he  enters  upon  a  Narra**- 
dVe  of  the  Advantages  of  the  People  oi  Greece, 
who  became  fo  Potent  by  Sea  :  Whence  he 
paiTes  to  the  ieveral  VK^ays  of  building  their  Fef- 
fill  and  GaBej^  and  gives  an  Account  of  the 
Xfk  of  them*  And  that  NarratUn  tends  di*f 
reAly  to  his  Point  j  for  thefe  are  the  Prepara^ 
tives  of  the  War  he  is  to  defcribe.  But  me- 
ihinks  he  has  crouded  too  much  Matter  into  his 
firrt  Book,  out  of  a  defire  of  prefixing  a  too 
ftately  Fwrtal  to  his  Hiftory.  He  has  not  con- 
find  himfelf  enough  in  aflSgning  the  feveral 
.  Reafons  of  the  Breach  of  Treaty,  betwixt  the 
Athenians  and  Latedepnonians,  to  give  a  very  ex« 
a<%  Account  of  the  Caufes  of  that  War  he  unr 
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dertook  to  write*  He  YiA^  not  always  (b  de^ 
v«rly  opcfiM  tbe  Particakrs  of  that  Af&k,  « 
Ms  Sob je& demanded.  But  he  has  fceivnhiin- 
fcif  ptfofouridly  skiird  in  the  different  Interefts 
ofOrUii :  Am  the  general  Notion  thtHi/lvri^ 
m  gives  of  the- Forces  of  the  Country,  both 
by  Sea  and  JUnd  ;  die  Dcfcription  he  adjoyns 
tt  the  Ancient  Gfeeksy  and  of  thofe  of  his  own 
Age;  the  Abridgment  be  makes  of  the  Ptrfim 
War,  k  an  happy  Beginning  for  his  Hiftoryi 
in  as  much  as  there  is  fomething  Great  in  thcnb 
Paiticulais; 

But  the  Subjeft  of  the  fecond  Book  becoihes 
ftill  more  Material,  by  the  Li/  of  the  A^s 
vriM  engag'd  ii^  that  War,  on  both  fides :  ¥ot 
he  reclpom  iip  almoft  all  the  Cemmm-m/eahhs  of 
Qreeie  one  after  another,  which  took  contraHr 
Parts^  as  they  were  difpos'd  by  their  Interclfe 
and  Relations  to^  the  two  RefuUkks,  Athens 
apd  XaUiJemm,  of  which  they  were  either  y^/- 
&i  or  FavinrerM.  And  the  Hiftorian  beftirs  him* 
felf  here  exceedingly,  by  reafon  of  the  differ- 
ent Embaffies  the  feveral  States  deputed  to  each 
otber^  which  put  the  whole  Country  in  Fer- 
ment and  Commotion  by  their  FadUons  and 
Intrigues:  And  all  this  is  ftiU  made  Greater 
by  the  Art  he  has  of  Intereffing  in  that  War, 
which  at  the  bottom  was  but  of  imall  Moment, 
all  the  Countries  of  Greice.  Sicily j  and  part  ot 
Jrtffy,  the  Gtnersls  alio  ot  the  King  of  Terjia, 
who  make  all  a  grand  Figure  in  that  Expediti- 
on i  and  engaging,  as  one  may  fay,  Heaven  and 
Eartk  and  all  the  EktfHnts  in  that  Quarrel^  to 
nafce  it  more  conftderable,  through  thofe  pro^ 
digious  Circumifences,  of  Eclipfes,  Earth- 
quakes, Plagues,  Famines,  Mortalities,  and 
other  Prodigies,  of  which  I  have  already  fpo* 
kea  I  And  whi«h  he  introduces  in  bis  Hiftory 
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to  give  a  greater  Idea  of  his  SubjeA.  It  hmft 
be  acknowledged  the  Wit  of  the  Hiftorian  is 
very  Apparent  in  thkt  part :  And  that  fo  inc&p^ 
JUerabk  a  War  as  that  of  two  fttty  Nations 
could  never  have  been  of  much  imfortMce^  but 
by  means  of  that  Pompous  Retinue  of  Ctrcum<> 
ftances  it  came  attended  with*  And  h^ein  he 
can  never  be  fuflictently  admir'd^  wlulftwe 
refleA  upon  the  Art  he  had  of  fupporting  a  lit- 
tle Subjea;  by  Treating  it  in  a  Method  great 
and  noble. 

He  continues  his  Second  Book  with  the  De^ 
(crijMion  of  the  Condition  the  Town  oi  Athens 
was  in^  when  the  Enemy  made  a  Delcent  in- 
to the  Country^  by  Otme  the  firft  Frontier 
Garrifon  on  the  Coaft  of  Bm&tiay  as  alfo  of  the 
Ba  vock  Arcbidamm  made  about  RU$^ne ;  whence 
I^afltng  through  Acamt^  he  came  and  poft^ 
himfelf  within  two  Leagues  of  Atbm$ :  The 
Alarm  being  fpread  abroad^  Perieiesj  who  at 
that  time  had  the  Adminiftration  of  Affair^ 
refus'd  to  convene  the  People^  left  the  Fright 
th{^y  were  in  fliould  put  them  upon  fomei  Ab^- 
furdity  or  Extravagance^  through  too  muck 
Weaknefs.  He  relates  next  the  leveral  Enter- 
prizes  of  each  People  upon  one  another^  with- 
out efcaping  any  memorable  Adion^  the  rdfc 
of  the  Summer;  as  alfo  the  Funeral  Solemni- 
ties the  following  Winter^  paid  to  the  Honour 
of  thofe  who  were  flain  in  this  firft  Campaign; 
and  he  defcribes  the  Ceremonies  thereof  t 
wherein  Pmrfw^who  had  advis'd  the  fiT^r,  made 
an  Elegy  upon  thofe  who  had  loft  their  Lives 
in  it.  Probably  never  Man  fucceeded  more 
happily  than  he  in  infufing  Courage  into  die 
Living,  by  celebrating  the  Memory  of  the 
Dead,  and  fetting  before  their  Eyes  the  Glory 
^idying  for  their  Country  with  their  Swards  im 
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hanij  efpcdally  for  a  Country  fo  GlorioDS  ia 
idl  things  as  w»  then  the  Conunonweakh  of 
Athens.  There  is  nothing  in  that  Difcourfe  but 
is  fet  off  with  all  that  Dignity,  which  (hines  fo 
eminently  in  this  Hiftorian.  The  Defcription 
oith^TUgiu  in  all  its  Particulars^  which  comes 
after,  ftands  rightly  placed,  for  the  intermix- 
ing that  Variety  which  is  requifite  to  make  i 
Hiftoryuking,  .     r 

^  The  Athenians^  crufh'd  almoft  at  the  lamq( 
.  time  with  a  War  and  Ttfiitmce ,  which  laid 
rheir  Country  defolate,  began  to  murmur  a- 
gainft  TerkUi^  viYio  hereupon  aiTembled  thenr^ 
in  order  to  encourage  them,  by  jufHfying  his 
Management.  That  Hsranpte^  howfoever  For^* 
cible,  oy  thofe  Mafterly  and  Engaging  Stroke; 
he  g^ve  it,  had  but  little  Effed  upon  their 
Minds,  w£o  were  fenfible  of  nothing  but  their 
Misfortunes  :  he  was  difcarded  prefently,  and 
as  fuddenly  reftor'd.  The  Inconfiancy  of  that 
People  over  whom  he  had  gain  d  all  the  Au^ 
tbority  his  Merit  and  his  Eloquence  deferv'd^ 
haftn^  his  Death,  which  happen  d  not  iong 
after.  The  Encomium  the  Hiftorian  makes  up* 
on  that  Great  Man^  affords  us  a  very  fine  Idea 
of  his  Vertue :  His  Lofs  was  none  of  the  leaft 
Diigraces  that  fell  on  Athens  in  the  fecond 
Campaign.  For  there  being  no  one  left  be<- 
.  iiind  of  fo  Eminent  a  Quality  to  fill  up  hi£ 
place  ;  his  SuecelTors,  as  eeiual  perhaps  in  Me- 
rit, and  rivals  in  Dignity,  wanting  fufficient 
Power  to  nin  up  a  People  with  an  abfolute  hand, 
were  obliged  for  their  Interefts  to  manage  them 
remifsly^  and  to  footh  and  flatter  them  into  0« 
bedience. 

After  the  Death  of  Tericles  the  pollure  of 
Affairs  was  more  untoward  than  formerly. 
Sicily  began  to  be  in  Commotion^  and  to  armf 
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for  Lateimm :  the  Siege  of  VlaUd  wd$  forin'd 
Irt  Betofiay  the  Affault  was  Vigorous,  and  the^ 
Defence  as  Refolote.    That  Siege  dcfcrib'd  at 
tengch  in  the  fecond  Book,  falls  into  a  Blbc« 
Jfade  :  thence  follows  the  Attempt  of  the  At&e^  ^ 
nixms  upon  Cbakis,  to  give  a  Diverfion  to  the 
Lacedemonians y  which  occaHon'd  them  to  enter 
Acarne,  tQ  make  themfelves  Mafters  of  the  Ifles 
2Macyntbm  and,  Cefbalenia,  as  alfo  of  Na»faifut^ 
Tn  order  to  prevent  the  Athenians  Sailing  about 
Teloponnefs9i.    But  as  perplet'd  and  embroil'd  as 
Arairs  were,  through  the  heat  which  was  dif- 
fused in  the  Minds  of  tne  People,  and  their 
feveral  Engagements  with  each  other,  in  the 
end  of  the  fecond  Book,  they  are  clear'd  *  oS 
by  the  Hiftorian  with  that  Eafinefs  and  Perfpi- 
j^uity,   as  renders  that  an  Admirable  Piece : 
The  Naval  Battel  of  the  Athenians  againft  the 
Corinthians  at  NaupaSus,  and  that  of  the  Lace^ 
demonians  againft  the  Athenians^  are  defcrib'd  irt 
fuoh  a  retail  of  Circumftances  as  is  wonderfully 
taking  with  the  Reader,     The  Advantages 
rhey  had  over  each  other,  being  reciprocal  j 
there  was  an  Endeavour  on  the  Enemy's  fide 
to  furprize  the  Virean  Haven  near   Athens  j 
which  prov'd  unfuccefsful  for  want  of  due  Mea« 
ftires  in  taking  the  Advantage  of  the  Occa« 
fion. 

This  Book,  and  the  third  Campaign,  con-- 
dudes  with  tYitTbractatt  War  in  MacedmiaMt^ 
ver  Hiftory  contpriz'd.  fo  much  Matter  in  fo 
little  room,  nor  fo  mfuch  Adion  in  fo  feW 
Words.  If  any  thing  can  be  found  fault  with^ 
'ds  that  the  Exploits  are  too  ckfely  wotind  with 
one  another^  fo  that  the  Coherence  feems  fome* 
what  inMcate  andeonfus'dj  said  thsit  fftultipfy'* 
ing  of  Objeds  tends  oi^ly  to  diffifatt  the  atten-* 
tion  of  the  Reader* 
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H6  begins  the  Third  Book  wUh  the  Revolt 
g^  Ltsbos  from  t\i^  Atbtnians^  and  the  Attempt 
of  the  Athenians  upoo  Mitylenty  which  ient  Ef^ 
iaffadprs  to  LaceJemon  to  demand  Supplies.  That 
Oration  is  io  infinuating^  and  full  oi  Artifice, 
that  the  Lacedemonians  could  no  way  refift  it« 
Mityknt  is  receiv'd  into  the  Alliance  ofPelojxm^ 
Hffrr.  The  Harangue  of  Ckm  upon  the  AfFair 
of  the  Prifoners  of  Mitylenty  which  fome  were 
for  putting  to  Death  at  Athens,  of  which  Opi- 
nion he  himfelf  was|  and  that  oibiodotm  who 
wais  for  having  them  pardon  d^  are  yery  ftrong 
and  perfwafive.P/tf^^j  being  at  laft  furrendred  up 
no  the  Athenians,  that  Town  knt  to  juftify  it^ 
Condud  to  Lacedemen.  There  are  to  be  feen 
in  the  Pifcourfe  of  that  EmbalTy  fine  and  cu« 
rious  Stroke^  of  Eloquence ;  nothing  can  be 
more  moving^  or  founded  on  more  fubftantial 
Reafons^  yet  all  to  no  purpofe  :  The  Vlattms 
fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the  R«?enge  of  the  Tbehans  i 
which  makes  a  notable  incident  in  the  Hiftory. 
The  Hiftorian^  taking  the  Hint  from  the  Trou- 
bles of  Corcyray  makes  a  Digrefflon  upon  the 
Fa(5lions  that  grow  in  a  State^  and  the  Difor- 
ders  that  fpring  from  them,  which  is  a  very 
good  Leflbn  for  Gtn/ernours.  That  which  fol- 
lows of  the  Affairs  of  Sicily^  the  Warlike  .Ex- 
ploits of  the  Athenians  in  that  Country,  their 
Defeat  in  Etolta  ;' the  Laceimomnns  Attempt 
upon  Naupa{isfs  ;  tbe  Purificatitm  of  ^  ^  of 
l>elo^ ;  and  the  Defcription  erf  chat  myjhrum 
Ceremony  perform'd  byth^  Athenians,  \s  ttr 
prel^'d  in  a  Noble,  Greaty  and  Stately  man- 
lier. 

The  Author  quits  the  War  of  Pelofdinifits  inf 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Books^  to  enter  upon  the 
Affairs  o(  Sicily,  which  occafioa'd  feveral  En- 
terprizcs  upon   Megara^  Bof$tm^  T^aee ;    the 
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ibittcl  of  Oelia,  the  taking  of  A^fbifoli^  Tlo- 
¥imus  y  and  feveral  Expeditions  which  are  rela- 
ted in  one  and  the  fam^  ftriin.  The  BuGnefsl 
ci Sicily  gave  Birth  to  a  Truce  betwiit  the  A-^ 
tbtnians  and  Lacedemonians  y  whereupon  was 
form'd  a  Treaty  of  Peace  befwiit  tjiem,  which 
lafied  (even  Years :  The  Hlftorian  is  here  ob* 
lig'd  to  make  a  kind  of  an  Apology  to  juftifie  the 
Continuation  of  his  Hiftory,  pretending  that 
League  was  broken  and  renew'd^  done  andl 
undone  feveral  times,  that  the  War  vvas  never 
Interrupted,  that  the  Treaty  was  fiever  put  in ' 
Execution,  by  reafon  6f  manifcft  Trelpaffes  | 
fhe  Lacedetkaniaris  haying  never  quitted  AmfbC- 
folify  which  their  Articles  oblig'd  them  to  do. 
To  fpeak  Truth,  that  Treaty  was  never  rati-? 
fv'd  by  the  Allies,  which  give  rife  to  ieveral 
Other  Leagues  amongft  theni,  and  many  other 
Affiiirs.  But  all  that  Campaign  was  fpent  ih 
Negotiations  of  Peace,,  which  were  put.  an  end 
to,  Iqr  the  Battel  of  ildf^»r/fre^,  from  which  was  .  . 
dated  the  Renovation  of  the  Alliance  betwixt 
Argos  and  Lacedetkon. 

TheSiith  Book  is  a  large  Dfgreffion  lipori 
the  Wars  of  S/a7y,  which  begins  with  a  long 
Defcriptioh  of  the  Country,  and  the  Founding 
oi  Sjracuje  by  Arcbias  the  Corinibian.  He  fhews 
a  great  deal  of  Ancieni  and  far-fetch*d  Learn- 
ing in  that  Defcription^  but  it  is  hot  pleafant 
and  agreeabile  :  it  is  too  remote  from  the  maia[ 
^ub;ea,  and  falls  not  rightly  in,  uiilefs  it  be 
that  the  Siciliofis  thought  of  coming  to  yaain- 
tain  the  League  of  Peloponnefiis.  Alcibiades*% 
pifcourfe.  to  perfuade  the  Atbeniaris  to  a  War. 
with  SicUj,  andi  that  of  liiciai  on  the  pthei; 
hand  to  dilTuade  them,  are  two  of  the  chiefeft 
Maft^r-pieces  of  Eloquence  in  their  kind.  Tha 
t>efcription  of  i\it  Athenian  Fleet,  and  all  thi 

^  Si  Equipafeci^ 

u,y,u.«uuy^OOgle 


%6o  A  Omparifbn  of    It 

^guipAjgc  of  War,  in,  their  Preparations  ^gatnft 
Syra.cufe^  is  very  handfom.  Akibiadexs  Orsition 
to  the  i^acedemmaps  in  his  Banishment,  adiri* 
fing  them  to  fend  a  Reinforcement  into  Sicify, 
that  vea^  attacked  by  the  Athenians,  is  a  PieciQ 
pf ;  lofty,  lively,  ftrong,  and  generous  Elo- 
quence^ 

iThe  Defeat  of  the -^fienW  ztSjracufe^  and 
thi^Defcription  of  the  Battel,  is  the  fineft  part 
of  ilie  Seventh  Book  j  nothing  i^  better  drawn, 
pr  more  abfolute,  than  the  Pidure  the  Hifto* 
I  Uh  makes  of  it :  *tis  handled  throughout  with 
abundance  of  A  rt  and  Maftery .  The  Deftrju- 
dCion  of  the  Power  of  the  People  oijitbens^  on 
bccafionr  of  a  Negotiation  with  Alcibiades^  who 
had  tl\rown  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  Tifafb&r 
nes,  Lieutenant- General  of  the  Kingpifttfia, 
becaufe  he  had  interfer'd  with  the  LaceJemam'^ 
ans,  who  receiv'd  him  in  his  Banifliment,  is 
defcrib'd  in  this  Book  particularly  enoughi  He 
was  fought  to  in  his  Difgrace  for  an  Accom- 
modation, which  he  difdain'd  to  hearken  to, 
but  upon  Condition  the  People  ihoutd  not  h^ 
confulted  ,•  only  the  Officers  of  the  King  ofPrr- 
fia,  wjio  werehonouraolc  Gentlemen :  TheRe- 
ludlarice  he  fliew'J  ,in  expofing  himfelf  to  the 
Jnconftancy.and  Humours  of  the  Pf^fie^  occa- 
fjon*d  /the  I)eftrudion  of  DemocrMcjy^  whiich  is 
very  well  QpenU  and  related.  .  .j-   - 

The  Digrelfion  upon  the  Change^  of  Go- 
vernment In  Athens  .znA  Samosy  where  \t  rWAS 
attempted  to  htmhie  tht  teo  exctfi^c  Power  oi 
the  People,  has  very  little  relation  tocbeiprtn-* 
cipal  Dedgn  of  the  Hlftory,  which  is  the  War 
pT  Pelo^onnefus  ;  and  this  laft  Book  is  generally 
y ery  cohfub^d ,  and  has  nothing  finifli'd  ; '  Which 
has  Riven  reafoa  to  fome  Criticks  to  think  Thu- 
"(ydldes'  wajS  not  the  Author*  This  ^i^:  the. 
...  . ..  V  '  -  V  AlJridgmeni 
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Abftdgmcm  of  his  Hiftory.Now  for  fii^to^T}. 
tmt  U^y  ch^t  we  may  make  the  ParalleL         ' 

Hi^re  16  nothing  that  cAn  give  us  a  better'itf«^£f/^. 
Nodoii  of  the  difference  betwixt  thefe  two  Au-:  ^nent  of  it- 
ti^rs,  than  the  different  ways  of  Writing  Aey  2'  *"" 
have  t^keii.    For  Lizy  takes  a  courie  quite '^^\ 
contraiy  to  that  of  7i«tf7i/iir/;    The  EntJ-anc* 
tO'fais^Hiftory  is  great/ fuitaUe  to  the  Grcat*^ 
nefi  0^  hU  &ubje<%^  but  it  is  modeft  and  liiim^ 
Ue  :  it  may  be  faid  too  not  to-  want  Simplici^ 
ty,  though  it  is  Pompous  and  Majeftiok.  With 
what  Jdodr^le  Difcretion  does  he  introduce  ^^^  fntt 
that andemlTradition)  which  makes  '^ASneas/^^^^^ 
the  firfl  Parent  of  Kime,  of  a  Divine  Defcent  S^i^^^^ 
He  treats  it  as  a  ^^iechat  he  would  neither  r^  VAbuik 
9fi0in$aiM,   nat  overthrew,   intimating  there  is  w  »e<:  4/- 
fo  much  Deference  and  Refpe<a  to  be  paid  to  J^^^^^ «? 
Anti^imtj^y  as  to  give  her  leav«  to  mingle  fome^  Aidmeft. 
thing  difoine  w(th  human  kffi\tSy  to  recommend  Hift.Rom. 
the  Originals  of  Cities  and  Empires^  as  moi^e  ^.  i. 
auguft,  and  venerable  ^o  Mankind  by  foch  a 
mixture.    He  hence  dffcends  to  fomcthing  of 
a  more  (olid  Con^deration;  and  to  give  us  an^ 
Idea  of  his  Work^  He  begins  it  with  ah  BlOg]^ 
upon  the  Vertue  and  Probity^  of  the  Pfcoplo 
whofe  Hiftbry  he  is:  writing,  yet  ftiir  prefer*-' 
ving  bimfelf  from- being  blinded  withSeH-Iovc^ 
and  carried  away  with  the  Inclination  a  Mdti 
naturally  has  for  his  ^w^n  Cou(itry.    For  hd 
icruplcs  hot  to  give  you  their  ill  QuaKties  ij 
well  as  their  good,  thatis,  »the  Remifsnels  as 
well  as  Severity  of  the  R&man  Manners ;    but 
without  any  prepoffeffion  of  Intereft  or  Paf- 
fion,  and  with  all  the  Prudence  in  tlie  WorldV 
That  Beginning  of  the  Hiftory,  where  the  Au- 
thorfetches  the  Origin  of  2lo«?f  quite  from  the 
PeftruvStioh  oi  Trcfy  and  the  whole  Pedigredf 
of  the  Kingi  oC  Albn^  is  iji  it  feif  ^^  little  cum- 
V  -     -  S3.  bx?^ 
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bied  Mid  Goofttsd^   boeh  in  thp  words  and 

things^  ^and  has  a  Scyle  thac  has  hardly  any 

thing  Great  in  it.    One  may  fee  cHe  Author 

avoided  flafhuig  at  the  firft :   The  things  be 

fpeaks  are  greac^  but  his  way  of  fpeaking  is  low 

and  humble^  and,  there  is  nmch  Artifice  Iq 

VMa^Hf  that  ontranov^w^ch  cbe  Author  debafes  on 

fttis  ui^a  purpofe  to  (hew  that  the  Beginnings  of  the  Rp- 

J^^^?/''  msn  Gr^Kideur  were  biit:(inall«  ,and  ihe  better 

muefeciM'  to  obferre  the  Progrefs  of  that  State.  HehoWr 

Ibm  dec-  ever  faijs  not  to  relieve  the  ^/x»7.0f  that  Em-^ 

V^  ^J    Dire,  from  the  Noblenefi  of  its  Extra^ton^  de« 

wKotn.  dwciqg  it  fron>  the  God  Mi^rs,  whom  he  laal^ei 

l.u         the  Father  o^Ramuhs. 

The  haughty  and  fiery  Temper  of  RMnUm 
is  finely  drawn ;  but  the  Pi^re  of  his  Succef* 
for  ifum0,  and  his  Government^  makes  that 
Founder  ofR&me  feem.  more  haug*hty  than  he 
really  is :  That  Oppofltion  is  very  advantagious 
in  thofe  two  CharaAers«  The  ]piercenefs  6f 
.  the  firft>  howevecfpftnfd  it  feems  by  the  Re^ 
ligion  of  the  fecond^  4s  fet  off  the  more  by 
that  kind  of  contrary  whicl^  i%  pleaianter  in 
fiifiwy  than  in  Painting.  Thofe  ^tty  Battell 
andet^  the  firft  Kings,  and  kinds  of  Appren* 
tice/hips^  the  Rcwan  People  ferv'd  in  War  a«- 
gainft  their  Neighbours^  are  heightned  by  the 
Expreffion  of  the  Hifioridn,  who  can^  when 
be  pleaifes^  animate  littl^  things  with  an  Air 
of  Grandeur.  The  Engagement  pf  the  H^ra- 
tii  and  Curiatiiy  for  the  Decifiou  oi  the  Fate  of 
fiom^  inA  Alba,  i$  an  Adventure  (hat  beautifies 
all  that  part ;  for  'ti$  admirably  related.  The 
Exfulfim  dfKingSy  which  is  the  greateft  Event 
in  the  two  firft  Ages  o^Rom^i  »  render'd  moro 
remarkable  by  l^crr/iVs  Exploit/ who  ftabb'd 

ter  felF before  Her  Husbands  Face|  tor  having 
een  diihonour'd  by  young  Tar^in  i  dbd  the 
•    .     ,  making 
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making  that  Circutnftance  the  moft  materhl 
in  that  &evolutioO;p  recomtnetids  the  Relation 
more  efibAually  to  the  Reader,  intereffing  his 
Affedkfon,  by  k>  furprhsing  an  Adventure.    AU  > 
Che  Confequences  of  that  Revolution  become  • 
more  confuierable^  hy  a  Fouiiiiacioii  fo  Soli^^*' 
aodoffogreata  Lunre<  ^  .         :. 

ScavMHAttMijft  is  Painted  \n  theSeCtin^' 
Book^  wkh^al)  the  Gol6urs  ib  i^reat^  Heroick, 
»d  ExtraonlMary  a  Defigri  is  Capabto  of.  Thjs 
l^ove  idf  hh  Counffy  ^  to  vi^hich  thi^  £)efign 
ow'd  its  CoMeption ;  the  Cdncempi  of  Ltfe, 
upon  which  it  was  form'd  j  f he  Propofitiqiv 
diat  Gaimtf  Qenikmaw  ofier'd  the  Senate  ifi  anoi-* 
bigaous  Terms^  that  fo  he  might  merit  their 
Approbation  ^  without  fncurrifig  Difgrace  | 
that  UndaumedneTs  of  Adiofi^  and  Ref^ution 
of  8oul;p  and  Courage  In  revenging  on  him^ 
felf  the  tpifcarriagfe  of  his  Blow  ;  all  is  ofthat 
Spirit  and  Elevation  as  is  hardly  to  be  para!*' 
kt'd.  And  'tis  impofliMe  a  Defcription-  of  af 
like  Enterprize  ftould*be  fupported  wkh  tnord 
aitonifking  Circumftances,  with  more  difdain^ 
fa\  Language^  or  greater  Sentiments,  Porfenna 
King  oxCUfimn,  who  was  befieging  R9m9^  a- 
ma^'d  at  fo  prodigious  an  Inftance  of  Valour^ 
4emanded  Peace  of  the  R^nsnr}  and  rhat  Peace 
was  the  ProduA  of  fo  deiperate  an  Underta- 
king. 9ut  finally^  that  Probity  he  attributes 
to  a  people  grown  fierce  and  untraAabie  by 
the  conftant  Pra&ice  of  Arms  j  that  J^i^^ 
•  and  Chmency  they  exerds'd  in  the  very  fridt 
«nd  Height  of  their  Vidories  j  that  Low  of 
Ciimry  he  aicribes  to  them  ;  that  noble  Pride 
JFrom  whence  he  draws  their  principal  Chara* 
^er  ;  that  Greatnefi  of  Sout,  and  Loftinefs  of 
"  *!f  houghts^  the  Dignity  of  the  R$m0in  Name 
^nfj^t'd  them  with;  the  Ingenuit;^of  t^  J^* 

\  '  \     •  §  4        ■■  ■    ;      pan . 

Google 


'Digitized  by  ^ 


^(54,  A  Comparijm  of 

natt  in  its  Suffrage^  inftanc'd  in  their  tzklttg 
QemxsAs  from  tbo  Plough ;  That  Spirit  of. 
Warinefs^  Frugality^  Innocence,  and  Equity 
fo  much  pra<^s'4  and  had  ia  Honour,  in  tfai^ . 
faw  and  unpolim'd. Beginnings  of  the  Com-*} 
ino9-wealth :  Tlie  pub^ck  Sj^ritednefs  of  Brmr' 
tiUj  who  facrific'd  his  Children  to  the  Safety 
qf  his  Country  ;.  Jlie  ft^mrty.oSCtmm^  who, 
^fter  he  had  iyr^W  the  RtfHbbck:  wvl\\  the 
Spoils  of  the  Enemy  j  had  not  wberewich  to 
bury  him :  Moreover  thofe  grand  Maxims^ 
engrav'd  in  all  Hearts,  truly  £fWMw,  iietfer  to 
bropk  Difgrace:  The  Refolve  of  the  -SnMTc 
after  the  Defeat,  ,hy  HanniM  H.  C^mhfiB  ;neyer 
to  hearken  to  :ajPrt>pofal  of  Peace :,  ttK>re 
Ide^s  of  Equky,  intim^^ly  iniprey^'d  on  theit^. 
Minds ;  that  g^eat  3enjfe:orHonour,r  fidelity, 
TLotrc  of  their  Coijntry,  and  liberty ;  Their 
incomparable  Ki^QVjedge  in  the  Art  pf  Wdr^ 
the  Severity  of  preferving  the  Laws  of  War  iq 
their  utmoft  Extent  •*  that  invincible  Patience 
in  Pangers  and  Hard/bips  ,*  and  all  thofe  other 
Vertues  wherewith  the  ^^tbar  has  ftor'd  hi& 
Hifiorjfy  in  annui^er^bie  t^xaqipl^s  ^  ar$.;the 
moft  ufnal  Strokes  be  gives  for  the  corDpIea^*'' 
IG^  of;  their  Char^pr,  This  was  the  Spirf!; 
that  teign'd.  in  the  (jqniinon-wealth  in  tbof^ 
troublqfqnie  Times^  when  th^  Power  of  the 
lirft  CopfuU  was  baianc'd  by  the  Inftitution  of 
Tribmes^ .  to  bea^  up  the  Teofk  againfi  the  £n* 
croachment  of  the  .Ni/^/^x,  ,. 

After  the  Secpnd  Cartbaginiam  JVar,  and  thQ 
Defeat  of  Hannibal,  the  taking  of  Numantia^ 
tlie  Conquefts  of  Si^,,  and  all  Greecey  W4 
may  obferve  other  fort  of  Manners ,  and  a 
quite  different  Spirit  introduc'd  jnthe  Repub«> 
lickj  through  that  abundant  ProlTperitythe^r 
A^rm§  brpughf  iqt    Pplitenelf/  aflsl  l^re^  # 
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Genre^l  Art^  a  .  Delicacy  of  Palat^^  ami  the 
Study  of  Learning  began  tp  be  efiaUiUi'd^in: 
RiMfe^  an4to  give  quite  another  CoumenanpeJ,^ 
Mode,  and  Luftce  to  the  Gov^nmenit, ,  which; 
the  Hiftorian  h^  admirably  laid  open  in  all  itf     - 
C4rcum^ances.    The  Second  Part  aUb  chat  rer 
Oiainsofhis  Ilifiory,  or  rather  the  Two  laft. 
Deiades  y   are   incomparably  better  than  the. 
Fifft-  \  For  as  to  the  Second,  which  contaiti^ 
the  Sttcceffion  of  Wars  ag^iqft  the.  SamuUfs^ 
againft  the  People  of  Etrurw  y  ai|d;  IscanUi 
ag^nft  the  Gm/r/againft  Jving  P/rr^M^  agiinilt  . 
iSMTarmtmes  i  the  firft  Tmick  War  made  by 
4tt$lim  Regulm^  and  that  againft.  the  reft  of 
the  People  of  Jsdy^   we  can  fay  iiothing  of^ 
fince. all  that  Pecade  is  entirely  loft. 

Finally,  Sdpa  and  L^liusy  who  were  th^ 
perfe<3:eft  Models  of  that  Politenefi  which  was, 
through  the  Study  of  Learning,  fet  up  at 
^jmej  and  who  were  themfelves  the  worthieft 
Gentlemen  of  the  Refublick,  compleated  the  - 
perfedion  of  that  State,  alre^idy  fo^  far  ad- 
vancd;  cauHng  the  Love  pf  Eloquence  and 
VoHry^  and  ^XlJbrts  and  Sciences  to  flourifb  in  it ; 
and.  *twas  by  their  Example,  and  the  Con- 
verie  and  Familiarity  with  the  Gre<ib,  wliich 
^he  Romans  had  juft  Conquer  d,  that  they  Ci* 
Viliz'd  themfelves,  utterly  banifbing  out  of 
(heir  Republick  that  rude,  furly  and  nnman- 
nerly  Carriage,  their  conftant  dealing  in  Arm$ 
)iad  introduc'd*  'Twas  then  this  Vidlorious 
l^eople  began  to  Plume  it  feif  upon  the  Notion 
(heir  Profperity  and  Succefs  had  infpir'd  them«^ 
with,  that  they  were  born  to  be  LorJs  and  Go* 
ivemours  of  the  reft  of  the  World.  And  from 
(hence  it  was  that  the  love  of  Liberty,  and  th« 
thirftof  Glory,,  fo  much  poffcft  them:  Thi? 
)s  the  Image  Livj  gives  us  of  them  after  the  ^ 
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Second  Tmnel  War,  and  during  the  Third  j 
thcfe  arc  the  principal  Ingredients  of  their 
Charafter.    For  Plenty  had  not  as  yet  d^?- 
bauch*d  the  Minds  of  a  People,   Vertupus^ 
upon  fo  good  Principles,  as  the  Ramans  were. 
*rhere  runs  through  the  whole  Charafter  oJF 
Seipio^  who  was  at  the  Head  of  Affah-s,  ^  Spi- 
rit of  Religion,  which  fliews  that  Vertud  atpnir 
was  in  greater  Reputation  at  Rome  than  ever  ; 
one  need  only  fee  the  Air  the  Hiflorian  inakes 
him  fpeak  him,  in  his  -^^^^^  Voyage  j  the 
Difcourfe  he  makes  in  the  Twenty  ninth^boi^ 
in  his  Departure  from  Sieifyy  abounds  with  all 
the  Senfe  of  Piety,  an  honeft  Man  is  capaMe 
Marcus^y  of!     Cafo  gives  his  Voice  in  the  Senatt  againft 
Attilius    the  Luxury  and  Drefs  of  Women,    in  the 
Rmdtn     xhirty  fourth  Bi?ok,  with  the  fame  f  jgour  he 
C^O'mlf  ^^^'^  ^^^^  done  in  Plato's  imaginary  Aepahlick. 
Urenugil  Every  thing  favours  of  Vertue,  both  in  the 
gu^Urtn-  People,  and  in  the  Senate  :  And  nothing  bet- 
w  ^mm  xt^  manifefts  the  Sjiirit,  wherewith  the  Smau 
iSiJT  gwerod  the  Refuhlick  at  that-  tinie,  than  the 
O*  fftm    Verdift  it  pafs'd.upon  the  two  Ambaffadm, 
ficis  Rege  Marcus  and  Jttili$tr,  CommJfEon'd  to  the  King  ' 
Perfco.     Qf  -perfia  ;  who  gave  fome  uneafie  Sulpidons  to 
ait.Rom.  ^j^  Romans,  as  being  a  Man  of  Courage  and 
Veteres  (^  Undcrftanding.    They  faid,  in  accounting  for 
mmsanti'  their  Negotiation,  they  had  amus'd  that  Prince 
qui  mentis  ^j^j^  ^\^q  Pfopofals  of  a  Treaty,  an^  the  Hopes 
hntje^n  ^^  ^  Pwcc  ,•  that  they  had  thereby  prevented 
ea  legAti'  hirn  from  making  Warlike  Preparations,  and 
0ff(  KmAf  took  off  his  Allies  from  making  their  neceffary 
ms  <«^»^  Preparatives,  and  putting  themfelvcs  in  readi^. 
m^atuml  ^^^^'     '^^^  7^^^S  Senators  had  nothing  to  ob- 
gis'qum  jeft  to  their  Proceedings, which  feem'd novel  to 
vetAvir-^  thofc  who  had  grown  Grey  in  the  Govern- 
^«^^  ^^^"- ment,- and  were  highly  difapprov'd  by  the 
Hift!Rom  ^^^i^^^  5^^e;  ,•  who  alleged,   it  was  not  bv 
lih/37/  ' '  '  -   ^  thcfa 
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thefe  Methods  their  Jkcefiars  arrived  co  the  Sa* 
meriignty  of  the  World  :  But  by  Vtnue  alone, 
and  Fidelity  towards  their  Enemies^  np  le& 
phan  that  they  exercised  towards  their  Frxe«^#. 
Infinnuch  that  that  fort  of  Diiguife^  and  Trick- 
log,  wiiich  had  a  tendency  to  Treadiery^ 
inrcre  ever  held  as  Means  not  to  be  pra^tiledj 
and  Paths  their  Probity  and  Vertue  knew  noc 
hcrwr  to  tread  in* 

.  Moreover  nothing  is  more  bright  and  daz- 
.)iflg/  in  his  Hiftory,  than  the  Idea  livy  givei; 
^9  in  the  Fourth  Decade,  and  in  the  Beginning  ^ 
of  the  Fifth,  of  thcDignity  and  Power  of  the 
l^ate,  which  was  grown  the  abfploce  Mafter 
pS^h  Republick  j  all  things  ftood  to  its  Re- 
folT^,  and  fubmitted  to  its  Orders,  If  King 
jLntioclm  reftores  tp  Scifio  his  Son,  whom  he 
bad  taken  Prifoner,  ami  Petitions  him  for  a 
peace^  Scifto  anfwers,  in  Capacity  of  a  Prk/a^e 
perfon  and  a  Fatter  ,  that  nothing  in  the 
World  could  more  Oblige  him  to  it  than  the 
Preient  he  had  made  him  of  his  Son  j  but  in 
Quality  of  ^  Roman  and  Qentral  of  the  Troops 
of  the  Repfhlick^  he  could  no  ways  grant  the 
Peace  he  demanded,  for  that  lay  only  in  the 
Breaft  of  the  Senate,  And  after  the  Pefeat  of 
ferfemy  the  Senate  grew  fo  ablblute,  that  all 
ftoop'd  to  its  Autbmtyy  Confuls,  Generals, 
Armies  were  obedient  to  it.  The  AmbalTa* 
<lors  of  Antiochus  King  of  Sjria^  Ptplemy  King 
of  ny£gjp^  and  Cleofatr4  his  Sifter,  make  it  the 
Umfnre^of  their  Quarrels.  King  Maffiniffa 
fends  liis  two  Sons  to  Romey  to  Comple* 
ment  the  Senate  from  him,  upon  their  De- 
feat of  King  Verfita.  Trufia^s  lying  of  Bi^ 
tbynia  difpatches  hi^  Son  Nicomedes  to  Romey  to- 
ut him  under  the  Protediiion  of  the  Senate  ; 
ut  bov  muft  the  Hifiman  Treat  the  VeQfle  of 
•  that 
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Pofithjm  ihat  Repoblick^  wheceof  that  Khg  Styles  hi»4 
^^'HL  f^^f  ^  Freed-man,  glorying  in  fo  magnificent  a 
t^Z'cTt^  Title  ;  and  whofe  Clemency  Amiocbmt  Am*, 
mi«/^  hafladors^  (  who  came  to  beg  Peace  afSihi^^ 
bdudfum  implor*d^  as  if  it  had  been  from  the  .QcklsL 
f^^l^thttokUcs:  y,  fay  thefe  Ambaffador5,-^iir  ^ 
^  pdreirt  ^  Greatmfs  (f  Smtl  yw  have  ParJm'J  tbofe  Kktgt 
V9S  gewtri  smd Picple you  have  FawqttifiiJ,  what  ought  ptm^^mt. 
bwHdn^      to  Jo  in  thdt  ViSary  which  ptakes  yon  M^irs  rf'th^ 

Sift  Rom  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^**  *^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  this  Peo- 
lib.  37.     ?^^9  i^  (h^i^  ViAories^    take  upon  them,  the 
Mdximo    gloripus  Title  of  Deliverer  of  other  Natfonsi^ 
femperani'  jo  Conclude,  ndthing  is  fo  Great  and  Maje-» 
7iibf/L  ^^^^  ^*  ^^^  Image  the  Hiftorian  gives4is  t>f  the 
ff^ifyuetg' ^^P'^ii^^  in  thofe  happy  Times.    There  ycAi 
poviftisy     may  fee  King  Pitfiuj  chain'd  to  the  Chariot  oE 
TuraomA^-paulm  EmiltMs,  to  enhance  the  Gloiy  of  the 
4nim'de^  Triumph.    Next  is  to  be  feen  dntius  King^ot' 
cetfaare   Byricum  ^   with  his  Wife  and  Children  vap^' 
in  bdc  yi-  qaiih'd  by  the  Pretor  Jnicius,  and  led  Captive 
*f^^ff*^  along  the  Streets  oi  Rtmte.     There  a^ethe 
»w  whU   ^^h£adors  of  Jttalus KiQg  ofPergamus^  andof 
terrarum    bis  Brother  Ecm^nfx^  in  Pofture  and  Quality  of 
fofif.        Supplicants  before   the  Senate   of  the  Bcople^ 
Thus  poffibly  never  Hiftorian  had  fo  gr^at  a 
SubjeA,  nor  fupported  the  Grandeur  of  it  bet- 
ter by  the  Dignity  of  Expreffion,  and  Lpfti- 
neis  of  Idea's.    See  th^n  the  End  of  what  we 
Have  remaining  of  Liv/s  Hiftory.    For  after 
follow  the  Succefsful  and  Vi(3:orious  Times  of 
S^rtmusy  who  fubduqd   Spain }  of  Fompey  who 
fubjeded  to  the  Republics  Mitridatesy  Jigranes^ 
jirnunia,  CiciJ/^    and  the  other  Province®  of 
jdfia  {  and  of  Cafar  who  Triumphed  over  thci 
Belgians,  *he  GauU,  and  moft  part  cf  th*  'Nor^ 
thern  People,  as  P^ntpey  had  over  thofq  of  jijia^^ 
This  is  then  the  Abridgment,  or  rather,  the: 
EjctraS  q[  Liv/s  J^oman  l^Rory^  which  it  was 
;    '      ■ '        '  fjeceflarY 
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neceflfary  to  reduce  into  tnis  Form^  the  better  * 
to  apprehend  the  Nature  of  it  |  and  thus  this  ^ 
Hiftory  is  preferable  to  that  of  TbucydidtSy  be-» 
caofe  it  reprefents  a  mighty  Defign  carried  on 
by  regular  Methods  to  the  top  of  its  Perfedi* 
on^  and  a  Republick  grown  up  to  he  Mifirefs 
of  the  Vniverfe^  from  (o  finall  and  inconfidera- 
ble  a  Foundation  :  But  now  let  us  obferve  the 
Imperfe^ons  and  Beauties  of  thefe  Hiro-Hifto^ 
ries :  Th^t  which  is  ftill  behind^  for  the  Ac<»    . 
complifkment  of  the  Comparifon. 


C  H  A  P.    VL 

A  Comparifon  of  the  Faults  of  the  two 
Hiflorims. 

'ri^  I S  a  very  bold  Undertaking  to  enquire 
X  into- the  Failures  of  fo  accomplifli'd  Au- 
thors as  Tlmcydides  and  Litrfi  For^  to  find  fault 
with  thofe  which  a  Man  fees  up  for  Models 
and  Exemplars^  is  to  deftroy  wliat  he  would 
eilablifh^  and  undermine  the  Credit  of  that  ho^ 
defires  to  Confirm.  Befides  that^  it  feems  utn^ 
mannerly  to  Cricicife  upon  ihete  two  Great 
Meiii  when  Antiquity  recommends  them  to 
us  as  the  Perfedeft  and  moft  Abiblute  of  all 
others.  But  as  nothing  is  more  Eifential  to 
Man  than  to ffr  and  flip  fometimes ;  and.thoie 
who  pretend  to  be  moft  Infallible^  have*<heir 
Faults ;  I  pr^fume  the  Criticifms  I  (hall  make 
upon  thefe  two:  Hrfioriavs^  will  make  not  a  lit* 
tie  i^r  their  Pr^fe;.  and  that  the  World  will 
be  better  fitisfy'd  of  their  Excellence,  when  I 
hare  eSsamin'd  their  Faults^  which  may  ferv^ 
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to  fkt  off  the  greatnefi  of  their  Merit.    For 

'tii  not  fo  much  by  ^tvoiding  Fatilts,  as  by  a  di-^ 

reS  tendentj  to  hi!^  Pointy  withont  any  Deria* 

tion^  that  an  Author  fhews  himfelf :  He  that 

IJroceedfi  in  the  liirefteft  Line^  *  an4  wander^ 

cot  of  his  Way  the  leaft,  as  does  fbueydidesj 

Dionyf.,    ig  tjie  flfioft  accompliih'd  in  Dionjfius  Halreamaf^ 

^€llum  fe/f^'^  Opinion.    Let  us  fee  what  it  is  wherein 

Ty^m.     nAejdidess  GGftory  may  be  reprehended. 

1^-  3«     .   He  is  not  fo  Fortunate  in  the"  Management 

V^^p^-j  of  hisSubjcift,  as  in  hb  Invention,  which  al« 

^  ^^^^'    ways  bottoming  upon  a  great  Fund  of  Reafon^ 

nevcTTatTS  hirn.'  "lie  often  confounds** his  bub- 

)tA  by  ALnticipating,  or  elfe  Sufpending,   or 

iaftly  Interrupting  his  Narrations,  which  break 

off  the  Courfe  of  the  Hiftory,  and  diffipate 

the  Miiid  of  the  Reader,  by  the  multitude  of 

Objects  that  prefent  themfelves.    For  tnftance^ 

in  the  third  Book  he  begins'  a  Matter  relating 

to  thfe  Mitylinians^  and  before  he  has  finilli'd  it, 

he  skips  to  an  Expedition  of  the  Ldctdimonlans : 

From  that  Expedition,  which  he  leaves  Imper- 

fe<a,  he  undertakes  a  Relation  of  the  Siege  of 

Via$ea  ]  which  he  abandons,   to  return   agatct 

to  the'  ATityknians,     And  u|[)on  their  Account, 

he  touches  upon  fomething  of  a  Sedition  hap« 

pening  ^  Corcyra^  wherein  the  People  divide<^ 

themfelres,  fome  fiding  with  Athens^  an^  fomtf 

i^ing  the  part  of  LaceJemn.    Thence  he  pat. 

tes  to  the  bufinefs  of  5iriiy,  and  again  puriues 

ether  Affairs  without  concluding  any.    And* 

the  whole  Book  is  ftofied  with  fuch  a  maki* 

^ude  of  Matters,  and  fo  difierent  from  ohH 

another,  that  a  Man  is  quite  loft,  and  cah' 

never  fee  able  to  difcover  the  Natural  Thread 

6f  the  Principal  Hiftory.     Anc^this  is  one  kin<f 

.   of  Fault  in  a  Narration,  which  fiiould  ever 

have  lEInion  and  CojEtnexidti;  and  be  fttll  en^ 

*  deaVoitf- 
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deavduriol;  at  the  Scope  it  pjopofes ;  that  fo 
it  may  fix  and  determine  the  Mind  of  the  Rea^ 
der  CO  the  fame  Objed^  without  oiFering  any 
thing  to  difengage  him  from  it. 

Again>  'tis  pretended^  he;  has  not  Explaia'd, 
k  cleverly  as  he  might  hare  done,  the  Caufe 
of  the  War  he  goes  to  Write :  Diotijjmi  Hali* 
€(rrnaffinfis  is  of  Opinion  y  he  has  not  giren  thtf 
I'rue  one ;  at  leaft,  that  he  has  minted  toge* 
ther  with  the  True  one^C which  was  the  L^cedi^ 
womans  Jealoufy,  of  the  too  great  Power  of  the 
Atbtnisms  )  other  Caufes  which  are  not  True. 
Undoubtedly  he  is  ibmewhat  Dark  in  that 
Place*  The  Occafton  of  that  War  is  much 
finer  Explain'd  in  the  Life  of  Pericles  in  F&- 
tarcb}  where  the  Author  makes  it  appear,  that 
ic  was  Ptricies  who  firft  Infpirited  the  Atbenians, 
by  the  frequent  Embaffies  he  advifed  them  to 
Depute^  in  order  to  perfuade  all  Greece  to  enter 
into  a  Confederacy  againft  the  King  of  PerySn  | 
which  gave  the LacedemoniansKezbn  to  fufpeift 
them  :  For  thereby  Jtbens  gave  itfelf  a  con* 
fiderabld  Regard  ^  which  it  never  had  before, 
and  by  chat  DiffinAion  ieem'd  to  take  a  kind 
of  Pfeheminehce  above  all  other  People. 

That  large  Amplification  upon  the  di£6brent 
Cbaraders  of  the  People  o£  Greece  in  the 
Proem  9  their  fe vera!  Expeditions  ^  which  he  ' 
drives  up  as  high  as  the  TrvfanWsiV  j  the  Lu-* 
xury  ot  the  Atbeniisfis^  which  he  is  too  curious 
in  Defortbing  ^  talking  even  c^  their  Curling 
dieir.  Hair :  What  he  fays  of  the  Modeity  and 
Frugality  of  the  SpartMs ,  and  what  he  adds 
concernii^  one  Aminodes^  a  Ccrmtiian  ^  who 
ioft  taught  the  Art  of  Building  Ships  ;  and 
iiich  other  lode  and  unconneded  Matters  he 
treats  of  as  a  Preface  to  his  I£fl:ory,  are  no- 
thing €0  liis  Pisrpofe  in  Dmjjim  Halkurni^en* 
;.:  /fS 
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jiM  Optnioti.  He  thinks  he  might  have  let  aH 
chat  alone  ^  and  have  enter'd  on  his  Scibjedk 
without  making  io  great  a  Ramble  from  his 
Defign :  He  concludes  likewife^  that  his  Hiftorjr 
has  for  itsSubjed  not  only  the  War  of  Pelopm^ 
ttefm, hut  M  the  Affairs  ox  Greece}  for  he  brings 
in  the  Enterprizes  of  the  Athenians  in  Cbalcu, 
the  Breakings  in  of  the  liracians  into  Macedo^ 
nia  in  the  Second  Book  y  the  War  of  the  Lem^ 
tines  and  the  Concerns  of  Sieify  in  the  Third 
Book:  And  thus  he  feeks  out  Matters  that 
are  Foreign,  becauic  his  own  SubjeA  is  unable 
to  fumi/h  him  with  a  Variety  enough  out  of 
it  feif ;  which  is  the  Reafon  there  is  fo  little 
Accord  and  Union  in  his  Work.  There  are 
two  Wars^  one  of  Pelopomefur,  and  the  other  of 
Syraci^e ,  ^Vffithout  any  Reference  to^  or  Con- 
nexion with  one  another.- 

That  celebrated  Funeral  Oration  in  the  Se- 
cond Book ,  which  he  makes  Perides  to  fpeak^ 
is  neither  Agreeable^  nor  Proportion  d  to  the 
Occafiam  and  Perfons  cha^  it  concerns ;  and 
the  Hiftdrian  himfelf  cbnieifes/  that  Afiair  had 
iKTchidg  memorable  in  it ,  in  Refpe<%  of  that 
which  he  defcribes  in  the  Fourth  Book,  under 
Dimofihenes.nQSLs!^  P^Ihs  ;  where  the  Athenians 
were  Routed  both  by  Sea  and  Land :  And 
thofe  who  fell ,  SignaUz'd  themfelves  much 
more  than  in  the  former  Defeat,  in  whicb 
only  a  fewof  th^  Cavalrj  were  (lain  j  and  all 
the  Circumftances  of  thefotmer  Battel,  have 
tforhing  comparable  tb  die  other,  which:  he 
fli^^htly  paifes  over,  unregarded*  But  that  the 
Hi/?e»ri4ff  might  add  greater  Weight  and  Moment 
to  his  Difcburfe,  he  puts  it  into  the  Mouth  of 
Perkles,  who  indeed  was  alive  at  the  firft  Expe- 
dition,, but  was  dead  at  the  fecond  j  in  which  « 
little  Fault  may  be  found  with  the  Sih^eri^  iof 
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the  Author^  f&  Celebrated  elfewhere  for  liii 
Integrity  :  He  \i  Upbraided  too  for  his  fo 
long  and  frequent  Harangues ,  and  for  having^ 
To  litde  Variety.  It  is  true,  the  Number  ot 
them  is  great  ,^  biit  fince  the  Humobr  of 
Athens  and  Lacedemm  was  to  have  ever]^  thing 
done  by  Haranguing,  whilft  the  People  werd 
in  Power ,  he  muft  unavoidably  Harangu^ 
them3  fince  they  would  have  it  fo.  After  alU 
the  Hifiorian  knows  how  to  abate  the  Heat  oF 
his  Eloquence ,  when  h6  divefts  himfelf  6f  thd^ 
Orator,  and  puts  on  the  Hiftoriah. .  . 

The  Athenians  deje&ed  by  their  Loffe^,  and 
the  Wafte  the  Plagtie  had  made  in  their  Coun- 
try having  thb  firft  difpatch'd  a  famous  £m-^ 
bany  to  demand  a  Peace  of  the  Lacedemonians^ 
Dl(^fim  Halkamajfenfis  blames  the  tUfiorian  for 
pafling  fo  confiderable  a  Point  fo  fuperficiall^ 
t)ver  j  and  reprehends  him  for  not  fo  muchL 
fts  naming  the  Amhajjadorsi  (^hich  feem*d  verj^ 
Matierial  in  that  War^  through  fo  confiderable 
^n  Alteratiofi  in  their  Charadters  j)  nor  make-- 
ing  mention  6f  one  Tittle  of  the  EmbaflTy  i 
He  that  at  other  time^  woiild  diligently  Court 
every  Occafion,  to  Introduce  Ttn^ns  and  States^ 
Difcourfing  by  fo  frequeint  Deputations.  It  \i 
Certain  he  is  guilty  of  a  little  Negligence  in  fo^ 
notable  an  Opportunity,  whef e  he  might  have 
inade  his  Country  fpeak  (b  fine  Things ,  andt 
have  added  more  Renown  to  his  Hiftory,  b^ 
the  Talent  he  had  of  Harahguing  fo  excellent- 

I  Omit  feveral  bthSr  Places  bimyfiUs  Hath- 
carnaj^njii  diflikes  in  this  Author  }  becatife  he 
runs  into  an  Excels  ^  over-ftraining  his  Criti^ 
tifms  through  a  Spirit  6f  Animofit^^  igainft 
that  Hifttftian ,  whofe  Reputation  he  ehdea- 
tours;  CO'leffen  ^  that  he  may  with  rtiore  Mifd 
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fet  up  HmiotHf  againft  hihi ,    who  was  his 
Cpuntry-man  ^  wherein  his  Procedure  has  a 
Tin^ure  of  Partiality ;  not  but  that  he  had 
juft  Reafon  for  it  in  many  Particulars  ^   but 
he  had  not  in  all.    He  is  frequently  too  ri« 
gidly  Cenfbrious  ^  fo  t^at  it  is  necelTary  to 
Correi^  Spleen  5  at  leaft  not  to  be  carried 
^way  with  it  without  Examination.    Thde 
fpllowing  are  the  other  Faults  the  generally  df 
the  Learned  find  with  Thucjdides.    He  leaves 
too  much  to  his  Reader's  CtmjtSfure,  whether 
for  want  of  Care  to  Explain  himfelf  clearly^ 
t>r  whether  through  an  Earneftnefs  to  Exprefs 
things  nobly,  he  does  it  in  fewer  Words ;   by 
which  he  often  falls  into  fuch  Okfcuritiesy  as  the 
whole  World  can  never  reach  his  Meaning, 
becaufe  his  Senfe  is  as  it  were  choaked  with 
the  multitude  and  force  of  his  Images,  which 
he  crouds  into  his  Expreffion.    But  by  that 
affeifed  LoftinejS  that  every  where  :abounds  in 
him,  he  without  Scruple  over^bears  all  the 
Rules  and  Decency  of  Conftrudion  ,•  which  he 
feems  very  little  to  Regard ,  provided  he  can 
exprefs  bimfelf  with  the  more  Grandeur.  'Tis 
alio  through  the  felf-fame  Principle,  that  the 
Hgures  he  makes  ufe  of,  are  for  the  moft  part 
violent^}    that  the  Colours  he  Paints  things  in, 
are  ^too  ftrovg;    that  his  Strokes ^re  too  deep} 
th^t  he  has  a  Theatrical  Air  diffused  through  his 
Difcourfe,  by  means  of  Expreffions,  that  j^nd 
traiicaUy^  and  of  a  Cbaralter  not  much  different 
from  that  which  Pindar  took  by  his  too  much  fol- 
lowing Efcbylui}  that  the  Hiftorians  which 
preceded  him ,  were  more  careful  of  Expref- 
fmg  things  plainly;   that  he  is  too  Figurative  in 
his  Speech  ;    that  he  affo&s  an  uncouth  ancient 
Way,  in  Words  worn  out  6f  ufe,  or  Inituthea- 
tickj  that  there  is  nothing  QiSTnaetmfinbh 
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ExpreiCon;  that  he  canf^ot  Paint. a  thibg  witl| 
any  Scft^fiji;  that  hisDifcoiirfe  is  Dif^greeable  ^ 
thit'  he  was  utterly  unacquainted  With  thofe 
Graces  and  Charms  his  Predeceffof  Mtrodotyt 
f o.  well  underrfood  j  and  that  in  fine,  by  thd 
natural  Profperity  ot  his  Genius,  he  riins  into  i 
tlfynefs  bf  Style,  which  renders  his  Difcourfi 
harlli  and  impoverifh'd.          - 

There  are  thbfe  who  puflj^  their:  Griticifni^ 
farther  flill ;  pretending  he  has  not  fufficient 
care  to  fearchinto  the  bottom  of  Things  j  that 
he  is  too  Superficial  i  that  he  fimfly  tt\ztti 
^ranf^dtions,  without  giving  us  the  Rieafons  of 
them,  or  explaining  the  Motives  that  led  toi 
them  :  They  add,  there  is  no  Turn  in  his  Peri-n 
ods,  no  ilarmonji  in  the  Cadence,  no  A^eeable^^ 
hefs  in  the  Words,  no  Finenefi  in  his  Dilcourfei 
Tliat  there  is  very  little  Variety  in  his  Haraa<» 
^ues  J  that  there  are  perpetual  Embafltes  ^ 
Wherein  are  large  Difcourles,  excellent  indeed^' 
tut  toQ  froUx,aind  too  ftudied  •'  *Tis  thought  hd 
took  that  Method  froni  Honier,  who,  to  make 
his  Narration  the  more  Lively,  makes  thofe; 
he  introduces  in  his  Poem,  talk-Everlaftingly^ 
The  Dialogue  he  makes  between  the  Athenians 
and  the  Meliani^  uppn  their  different  Interefts, 
in  tl^e  Fourth  Book  of  his  Hiftory,  has  fopiae* 
thing  of  the  Nature  of  a  Dramatick  Poem  ^ 
i^^h^ere  things  are  Play *d  by  feveral  Perfons  thaC 
ar.e  introduc'd  j  for  which  there  is  no  Prece* 
Sent  in  any  Hiftory,  which  ought  to  be  uni- 
ted, and  continued  in  a  Thread,  without  In*^ 
terruption:  Irifliort,  this  is  not  fui table  to  T^//- 
cyJiides%  Charafter  of  Simplicity.  'Tis  iuppos' J 
top,  that  he  makes  the  Greeks  have  more  Cou-*^ 
rage  than  Strength  :  Their  Ability  is  not  an- 
fwerable  to  their  Pride  j  ^nd  one  cannot  aW 
s»iys  have  a;h  Opinion  of  their  Merit  great 
;    ;  .  t  2:  ^       6h6ugl* 
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enough  to  fupport  that  prefamptuoos  Arro^ 
pLncc  he  pats  into  their  CbaraAer.  tot  thdr 
warlike  Exploits  went  no  farther  ofteh^  than 
,  the  Plundering  a  Village,  or  Overturning  the 
fide  of  a  Wall :  He  is  a  little  deficient  too^  by 
giving  petty  things  more  ftrefs  than  they  can 
.  well  bear,  and  in  not  giving  th^  greater  fo 
much  Weight  as  they  rfequire; 

Befides  that,  the  Diftindion  fie  makes  dfthe 
t^ampaigns,  by  the  Seafons.  is  not  alwa\rs  neat 
enough  j  it  is  moreover  teaious,  becauie  he  is 
obliged  to  ufe  the  fattie  'if  erms,  and  the  fanie 
I'ranfitions,  Which  caufe  a  Difagreeablenels  ift 
k  Diicourfe  :  And  by  too  fcrupulous  and  fuper- 
fiitious  an  Adherence  to  his  Method^  he  leaves 
his  Matter  unfinifii'd,  and  his  Narrations  inter- 
rupted. Others  carp  at  I  know  not  what  Ab^ 
ilrufenefs  of  Style,  that  wants  a  little  Clearing. 
I  pafs  by  that  Digreffion  in  his  Eighth  Book, 
updft  the  Change  of  the  Government  in  Athens 
and  SafHos,  when  there  was  a  neceffity  of  Curb- 
ing the  P.ovi^fer  of  the  People,  who'abXis*d  their 
Authority,  and  carried  things  to  ah  Excefs  of 
dangerous  iConfeqaence  to  the  State.  The 
Criticks  have  not,  Without  good  Reafon,  re- 
fleiSed  on  the  too  great  Length  of  that  Digref^ 
fion,  for  the  little  Relation  it  has  to  the  prin- 
cipal Defign.  The  Reconciliation  oi  Alcihi^ 
adoy  with  the  People  of  Athens^  who  had  Ba- 
ftifti'd  him,  without  declaring  the  Reafon  why  • 
dnd  how  he  broke  with  the  Republick,  and 
Was  reconcird  again  j  which  is  aSubjed  of  thd 
fattte  Book,  is  methinks  a  little  Defedive; 
Something  moi'e  had  been  due  to  fo  confidera- 
ble  a  Man  :  Many  other  of  the  like  Faults  ar^ 
Co  be  met  with  in  Dionyfius  HaHcarnaJJinJis  ^ 
whom  it  is  but  turning  to,  to  find  them; 

.  ^        .  irt 
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Bt)t  for  my  own  pare^  if  I  tbo9gfat  the  FaH-> 
ing$  that  are  laid  to  the  Charge  ptpreat  Nien, 
were  to  their  Di/honour^  I  could  jcafily  viodi* 
cate  TbmjduUs  in  the  greateft  part  of  thofe 
they  Obje^^againft  them.     I  could  lay  hp 
was  poflefs'd  ^ith  fo  high  a  potion  of  the  Suh- 
lime  Style,  tha^  he  »ffei9ed  it  in  ^1}  things  j  t\i^ 
all  befides  feem'd  inconfiderable,  even  lb  \^ 
'  as  to  trample  on  the  moft  common  I^ules  of 
Grammar,  by  the  change  of  Tenfes,  Number^, 
Genders  ana    Perfons ;   provided    he  could 
thereby  exalt  liis  £xprelfion,-and  add  more 
heat  and  vehemence  to  his  Dilcourfe  :  I  could 
maintain,  that  the  little  Connexion  there  is  in 
fome  of  his  Narrations,  is  more  the  fault  of  his    - 
Subjedl,  that)  his  Unoerftanding.    For  at  the 
Bottom^  the  War  he  defcribes,  has  nothing  in 
it  of  a  continued  and  premeditate  Defign :  One 
ihall  not  fee  any  Enterprize  regularly  formed, 
well ,  contriv'd,  and  well  executed:   'Tis  aU 
tumultuoufly  Tranfa(5i;ed ,   accordinj;  tQ  the 
different  Movements,  or  Paffions  ^  oi  the  Peo- 
ple engaged  in  the  War.   And  'twere  eafie  to 
make  an  Apology  for  the  Author,  in  his  other 
Faults  imputed  to  him,  if  a  Man  would  have 
the  Patience  to  RefleA,    that  he  was  only 
Carelei^  ip  fome  things,  to  add  greater  Perfe- 
^on  to  ofl^ers,  which  he  thought  of  more  Im- 
portanpe.    For  it  was  often  on  the  account  of 
Elevating  his  Style,  and  writing  Majeftically^ 
chat  he  over*look'il  fome  little  Negligences  he 
has  been  Reproach'd  with.    Thus  I  would 
take  care  to  excufe  thofe  Faults  of  his,  by 
which  he  arriv'd  to  fo  great  PerfeAion. 

As  for  Uvy^  he  has  been  more  Happy  than  tht  nukt 
Tlucjdides.  in  that  he  has  not  fallen  mto  the  i  ^V* 
Hands  of^fo  morofe  a  Critifk,  as  Dicryfius  Hali-- 
tiirnaffinfis ;  And  that  Antiquity  has  ever  had 

TJ  fo      , 
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fo  gre^t  a  Deference  to  his  Merit  j  lipoh  Which 
no  one  has  fo  impertinently  Criticized  as  6ti 
other  Authors,  of  as  eftablilh'd  a  Reputation 
as  himfelf.     But  fmce  nothing  is  fo  Abfoluta, 
but  fome  Men  will  find  fault  with,  take  what 
they   Reprehend  in  this  Hiftorian.     'Tis  fai4 
liyiflm  ^"^^^^^  ^^  Style  is  too  diffufive^  and  that  by  his 
^erbrfum    Continual  AmfUfications  he  wants  that  mgof&  anc 
in  Hifi^iafirengtb  which  is  admirable  in  Ihucjdides.     Anc 
^  »<f^/f.  'they  are  *£^»y.and  Bgdin  in  particular  Who  fine 
ye6tfj.Suet.  l^he  moft  to  Carp  at  j  fince  they  judge  riot  of 
d^  Calig.  tlvy  by  the  general  Gonfideration  of  his  Worfe, 
^Foer.ci.' which  demands  Gfrandeur.    He  may  be  cen- 

Conf  Hift  ^^^'^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^J^^'  ^^-  ^^^^  ^^-'^ 
>      '     "^is  readily  pardon  d,  ifitbeaFault,  uponCoh- 

fideratiori,  that  'tis  only  that  P/jf«/i»^y}  that 
makes  him  Stately  and  Majeftick.  The  Digni- 
ty;  of  his  Defign ,  and  the  Noblenefs  of  his 
Thoughts  required  a.  copious  Style^  and 'tis 
;in  that  this  Author's  ^tajefty  princi|>ally  con- 

'  It  riiuft  be  ovJrn'd,  he  is  fome  times  pbfcuri, 
^^s  well^as  llucydides  •  but  there ,  is  no  neceility 
;of'abfurdly  troubling  ones  Head  touhderftand 
^|aim 'all,-^f6r^th?re  are  many  Place*  in  him 
\^hich,  ate,  \ii  'their  own  Nature,  Difficult : 
'iU  tile  iE^^plication  of  Ceremonies,  Cuftom^ 

^Ltid  Matters  of  Fad  ;  of  which  we  have  nei- 
'ther^ny  Knowledge,  nor  Idea.  He  affeds^ 
;|oo,  the  ufage  pjf  very  ancient  Latin  Words, 
/i^Wcli  pow  ire  vbfolete  ^  and  he  has  peculiar 
*  ways  of  fpeafeing!,  unknown  to  the  other  Au-* 

thors,'  and  only.  pr6per  to  .himfelf.    Befides  ill 

this,. 'ti?  pr'obabfe  he  has  been  Corrupted  in 
,-  many,  places,  whether  by  thofe  \vho  were  the 

•firft  Cbpvers,  pr.by  the  ancient  Editibhs  jj 
.  Vi^hether  %  'tbfe  Moderns,  or  by  the  falfe  Con- 
"  leaiites  of tiifekilful  Criticks  ^  wh6  pretcrlding 
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to  ciine0t  hiai,  wb?w  th?yii»ipe  n6t  un^^i^f 
ftood  him,  have  quUp  fpoir4  vh^t  thpy  Wfiqld 
have  mended  j  fo  that  we  are  far  frorp  having 
Lriyy  Uch  ?s,he  was  at  firft.  Turknias  will 
have  Sigomns  to  te  the  only  Map  amongft  ;the 
Criticks^  who  has  us'd  him  well^  and  iet  him 
beft  to  rights. 

There  are  thofe  who  dif^pprove  fora.Ql)old 
Expreffiofls  apd  ThQ^ght>  he  has.  whereby  ht 
over-l«aps  the  Bounds  of  Mpdcfty,  to  which 
he  is  a  gre^t  Prejepder.  J  cpnfefs,  he  fayme- 
limes  vefltttre§  fuch  fort  of  SalliiW,  bji^t  always 
with  the  gceatieft  Prudence  j  fpr  as  much  as  be 
knows  how  to  make  good  ufe  of  them  in  jhe 
moving  part  pf  WsDifcourfe,  vyhe/ein  nofbing 
fu^ce^ds  better  than  that  which  is  leaft  coor 
triv'd.  That  too  great  Inclination  of  ol^fery- 
ing  nicely,  whatever  he  found  Monftroiis  in 
his  way,  and  attributing  the  Reafons  of  it  to 
fupernatural  Caufes,  as  to  tfee  An^er  of  t^ 
Gods,  fmells  ftrongly  of  the  Heathen,  fpiae* 
what  too  Superftitioos.  St.  Gregory  ,the  Great 
taxes  him  with  this  Fault,  in  Cajimbon^  Vtfi^ 
face  to  fohbim^  being  periuadedhe  only  inters 
mix  d  thele  trodigies^  in  his  Hiftory,  to  author 
rize  his  Religion  i  which  I  fancy  was  lefs  in  his 
Thoughts  than  the  feeking  Variety,  to  cjiHv&i 
the  Dulnefs  and  Melancholy  of  his  Narrations. 
That  rtifiical  Air,  Afinius  Tqllio  finds  fault  with 
in  this  Author,  which  has  given  occafion.  for 
the  Niceties  and  different  Opinions  of  the 
Critich,  is  in  my  Judgment  only  an  illPronun*. 
ciation  that  founded  a  little  Country  like,  and 
was  ofibnfive  to  the  Courtiers,accuftpm'd  to  all 
the  Delicacy  of  Augufius's  Court :  at  leaft  it 
is  the  Sentiment  of  ^intilian,  who  was  too 
piercing  a  Wit  himfelf,  and  too  near  a  Neigh.* 
T  4  bour 
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SiTico  h9^^  <^  ^^^^  Times  to  be  sgiioraliC  of^h* 
tivio  m/-  Myftery,  which  he  wholly  imputes  to  the  Pro- 
rffdom-'  ntinciation. 

Haviro 

fufdt  in^e  Follio  ^uaruUm  Fatavinit/^m. :  judre  fi  fieri  pttefi  vtrbd  (mi- 
kid  (^  vox  bujud  dlumnum  wrhk  olunt^  ut  wdth  Komdnd  fUm  ifidcdtttr 
mm  (ivitdzt  dauttd.  lib,  %.  cu 

Others  affiire  us  he  was  not  txz€t  eooueh 
\a  furniibing  himfelf  with  Inftrudioiis ,  by 
diving  to  the  bottom  of  his  SubjcA  ;  that  te 
pnly  wrote  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Conque* 
^ors,  who  had  undoubtedly  fuppre&'d  what 
made  for  their  t)i(advantage^  and  that  he  has 
liot  juftly  diftinguilh'd  one  fro|n  the  otherl 
They  add^  (hat  if  Livy  had  been  at  the  fame 
j^xpence  to  piirchafe  the  Mefptariah  ofCariiage, 
h  ThftcjMdes'to  obtain  thofe  of  LaeeJemon,  he 
liad  not  expatiated  fo  largely  upon  the  Glory 
of  the  Roman  People :  he  would  doubtlefs  have 
found  fome  Particulars  where  to  have  done 
inore  Juftice  to  Hannibal  and  his  Repuilick  than 
he  did^  For  oppofing  Rome  and  Carthage,  as 
cwo  Cities  IfiWi  in.  Glory,  it  lay  upon  him 
to  difplay  the  Grandeur,  Riches  and  Power  oif 
the  Carthaginian  Government,  and  he  had  done 
more  Honour  to  his  Country,  by  e:Ktolting 
the  Merit  of  thofe  who  disputed  with  it  the 
Empire  of  the  World. 

Some  Men  blame  him  for  taking, the  main 
Inftrudlions  of  his  firft  Decades  from  the  an- 
ient Ori^m/  of  Rome^  which  are  full  of  For** 
feri^$,'and  fcarce  have  any  thing  elfe  but  Fa- 
ulous  Traditions ;  fmce  the  Ufe  of  Annals  was 
^ut  of  a' late  Date  in  that  RepubUcky  ^Sigonittf 
ipbferves.  'Mbreoyer  Afar/rWi,  iq  hisTreatife 
on  Hiftory ,'  lays  "much  Negligence  to  the 
Char^ofthis  Acithor,Tor  not  having  open'4 
^e  greateft  Events  i&  all  their  Circumftances^ 
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djpecially  fach  jis  were  principally  necoflkry  to 
Ae  andetftanding  the  Importance  of  Affairs  | 
whidi  are  foand  elfewhere^  as  in  Afpiany  an4 
cdier  lefs  exaA  Hiftmms.  But  let  us  ice  the 
Faalu  o£Livjf  more  in  particular. 

He  is  obfcure  in  feme  Places  of  his  Begin-  ^ 
nings^  as  for  Example^  in  the  Line  of  Defcent 
of  the  Kin^s  of  jilhay  which  he  has  not  unra- 
▼eir^  piam  enough.  The  Revtla$um  of  Rmu* 
Im^  after  his  Deaths  that  Atme  fhould  become 
the  Ca^al  City  of  the  Worlds  and  all  the  Par- 
ticulars of  that  Apparition^  feen  by  froculm, 
and  which  he  related  to  the  People^  h;^  fome- 
thing  fo  Enthufiaftipk  in  it^  that  one  is  ama?:'d 
an  Author^  of  fo  folid  a  CharaAer^  fiiould  fuf« 
fer  fudi  a  Story  to  pafs^  without  giving  it  a 
more  plaufit^le  Turn  ;  yet  ^he  relies  upon  ic^ 
and  gives  it  not  out  for  a  Tale  or  a  Fatile^ 
The  Adventure  of  Lucretia^  as  wondrous  as  it 
is,  is  not  fo  admirably  put  together^  there  i« 
ibmething  wanting  to  its  Probability  j  a  Man 
knows  not  upon  what  Grounds  ihe  kills  her* 
iel£  If  fhe  has  fufFer'd  Violence,  why  does 
Ae  funi^  her  felf  iince  /he  cou'd  not  rejxfi  it  ?  ' 
Why  would  Jhe  not  JiehdovQ  (he  wasRaviih'd? 
Is  it  Mdefijf  or  Vanitf,  is  it  fVJfdom  or  Deffair, 
is  it  Lov$  of  yirtMe  or  Glory,  that  makes  her  ilab 
her  felf  ?  All  things  rightly  confider'd,  one 
knows  not  what  it  is*  If  (he  could  not  open 
her  Eyes  at  the  Horrour  of  her  Condition,  her 
Vertue  is  either  too  mce  or  too  Self-intmfsli 
in  (hort,  that  wants  a  little  Neatnefi.  And 
St.  Jufiinj  who  examines  that  Adion,  in  all 
its  Circumftances,  in  the  Nineteenth  Chapter 
of  his  Book  De  CMtati  Dei^  has  much  ado  to 
discover  what  his  Thoughts  are  of  it.  Js  nofi 
that  Audadoufnefs  of  Clelia  too,  a  little  Extra* 
yagant  ?  and  confidering  |he  M^ke  of  Tjhir, 
^  was 
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was  it  a  thing  PraAicable  ?  coald  a  Maid^  ^ 
tarally  Timorous^  ever  think  of  attempting  fo 
dangerous  a  Pai{age  in  a  River  that  has  Brmks 
almoft  inacceffible  ?  For  though  Dimiyfim  Ha^ 
licamaffenfis  agrees  with  Ljw,  in  the  Deicri- 
ption  ot  that  Adventure^  VaK  Maxmm  ex-- 
pounds  it  in  a  manner  that  looks  much  mbie 
probable. 

Tis  pretended  alfo^  that  the  HiAodan  ihews 

too  much  Partiality  in  the  Ninth  Bode  of  the 

firft  DccaJ^,  in  the  Compariibn  he  makes  of 

Alexander  with  the  Ramdns^in  Point  of  Valour : 

He  feems  to  diveft  himfelf  too  much'  of  tiie 

Charader  of  an  Hijlman  in  that  jdace^  impeC'- 

tinently  to  play  the  Deckimer  ;  giving  the  Pre^ 

ference  to  his  Camtry-men  beiore  the  Cangiienir 

if  Darimfy   upon  unoertaia  Gonjedures^  and 

without  examining  the  Matter  any  fartiiar  diao 

by  extravagant  Suppofitions^  and  a  Lift  of  C09* 

full  which  the  Comnioa«-wealth  of  Rome  had 

Cn.  Pom-  fet  up  in  Competition  with  him.     Tacitm  r&- 

pejutnwii-  proaches  IMy  with  the  fame  Fault,   in  rcfpedt 

1«  ftcttiKi  of  P<?w;e;,  for  whom  he  was  too  partial  againft 

liyhxsy  m  Cafar  ;  which  Augufius  obje<%ed  to  hipi  with- 

pompeja-  out  takitig  it  amils  :  On  the  ccxEitrary  he  com- 

nuraAu-  mends  him,  for  that  inftead  of  jZ^eri»g  the 

S£e/^' Vidorious  Party  in  the  Civil  War,he  could  hot 

Tacit.  An*  Prevail  with  himfelf  to  condemn  thofe  Wordiy 

f^h.^      Gentlemen,  who  were  engag'^  on  Pampas 

fide. 

That  Train  of  Affairs,  of  Thilif  King  of  Mg- 
eedon,  is  fpun  out  tofudha  Length  in.tlie  For- 
tieth Book,  the  Intrigues  of  h^  Family,  the 
Adventures  of  Tbeoxena,  a  Princeft  of  Thejfiify 
and  her  Children  ;  the  Crud^^f  the  King  ; 
the  Quarrels  of  Dtmttrim  ind  Ptrfes  his  Two 
Sons;  and  all  that  Retiniie of  Circuinftances 
relating  to  that  Monarchy  feems  of  ait  Extent 
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^r{^r0|ibrt}oh'(l€otheprinci|ml  Sobj^Aof  tbe 
]^fh»ry^5  ^hich  an  exad:  Htfimun  ihould  al- 
way^  kttf  in  view  t  And  chat,  long  Digreffion 
has^  Aietninks^  fdmething  Foreign  in  it  to  the 
B^finels  of  the  koman  Story  ;  for  wha^  is  it  to 
the  Puppofe  of  the  War  the  ticmans  wage  with 
diat  Tyince^  that  We  muft  necelTarily  know  all 
ithofe  Particularities  ?  Wits  it  not  enough  to 
have  related  thofe  that  concerned  the  Contro- 
yerfy  betwixt  him  and  the  RefuhUck ;  aiid  the 
War  the  RvmaHs  made  upon  him.  Ferfes  Spdech 
t6  his  Father  Pbilifj  to  juftify  himfelf,  that  long 
ijEicaggeration  of  hiii  Brother  Dem^r juvs  Crimesj^ 
together  with  hte  Anfwer,  is  too  ftudied  an 
Amplifidition^  and  is  a  fort  of  Deciatnarion 
f:hat  has  a  Relilli  of  the  Desk  or  Bar  in  it«  One 
might  ^o  this  add^  that  the  Hiftorian  fufier  bis 
Eyes  to  be  da?;1ed  with  that  IViturnphant  and 
Vtiftorious  Air  he  gives  the  People,  whofe  Hi- 
ftory  he  writes,  towards  the  end  of  the  Wars 
oiAfia ;  where  he  reprefepts,  in  too  Arrogant 
.^nd  Lordly  a  Style,  Captive  iCiV^  chained  to 
the  Chariot  of  the  Conqueror ^  and  draggM,  with  ^ 
their  Queens,  along  the  Streets  of  Romt.  There 
is  an  unaccountable  Pride  in  thofe  Strokes  of 
Glory  he  gives  the  Vidors  j  wherein  he  makes 
the  People  too  vain, and  is  not  himfelf  fo  Mo- 
deft  as  he  might  be.  It  is  a  falfe  Clemency, 
or  a  real  Vanity,  to  treat  Sovereign  Princes  ib 
fliamefuUy ,  ^nd  to  pardon  their  Subjeds : 
Would  it  not  have  been  much  better  to  have 
^ad  fom6  Veneration  for  Crowned  Heads  ? 
Does  not  that  Refpeft  whSch  is  due  to  Man- 
kind, claim  fome  Confideration  for  the  Go- 
yernours-rfiereof?  And  that  Qreatnefe  of  Soul, 
which  Is  the  Gharaifter  of  the  Rmans,  that  Ni- 
'cety  in  Qlofrya^  upon  which  they  Plumed  theih- 
felve$,  would  ^arc'bcehnioreconQHcuons,  by 
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cheir  replying  the  Crowns  on  the  Heads  tJE 
chofe  they  had  VanquUh'd,  than  by  their  ig« 
nominious  Treatment  o£  them,  and  their  con- 
temptuous fporcing  on  their  Grandeun  To 
conciude^Li'ujf  with  that  found  Senfe  he  had  k 
natural  and  inbred^  defiring  to  give  us  a  good 
Opinion  of  the  Romans  Vertue  by  their  Con- 
quefts^  gives  us  as  fcurvy  a  one  as  may  be  by 
their  Triumphs  j  for  as  much  as  he  makes  a 
People,  when  forgetting  it  felf,  ici  far  forget* 
fill  of  its  real  Glory,  as  to  abandon  it  felf,  to 
'  all  the  Pride  of  its  Conquefts,  and  the  Extra- 
vagance of  its  Vanity.  It  had  at  leaft  been  a 
prudential  part  in  him,  to  have  feem*d  to  diflike 
chat  (brt  of  Management.  There  are  doubt* 
Ids  other  like  Obfervations  to  be  made  upon 
this  jimbor,  if  a  Man  would  cavil.  Let  this 
fuffice^  whereby  to  judge  of  the  reft,  fince  'tis 
aeceflary  to  fix  Bounds  to  a  Subjed,  that  W)U  ^ 
not  bear  too  many  Partic^lats. 


CHAP,    vir- 

J  Comparifon  of  the  Excellencies  of  hoth 
Authors. 


^  A  S  the  Faults  of  a  thing  ftrike  more  upon 
XjL  one,  than  the Perfedions,  lb  doubtlefs 
there  is  requir'd  a  greater  infight  to  difcover 
wh^t  is  good,  than  what  is  bad  therein.  They 
are  oftentimes  the  narroweft  Souls,  that  are 
the  moft  forward  Cenfurers  j  for  nothing  is 
more  eaiy. than  to  find  fault,  witnei&that  im- 
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to  create  an  Opinion  of  his  Sufficiency :  And  vimfir^ 
indee4  it  is  the  Prerogative  of  the  taoft  ex*  P||*^ 
alte^  Capacities,  to  know  what  is  Praife-'* 
worthy,  and  to  praife  it  ds  it  fhould  be.  I  am 
very  (enfible  I  am  not  one  of  that  Order,  nor 
fufficiently  Enlightened  to  difcern,  ftiy  felf^ 
the  greateft  Beauties  of  thefe  two  Authors,  ot 
diffcover  them  to  others :  But  poflibly  by 
attempting  thefe  little  EiTays^^  I  may  be  inftru*- 
mental  to  others  to  exercife  themfelves  \h 
greater ;  and  by  opening  the  lefler  Excellen- 
cies make  the  Underftanding  fort  of  Men  fenfi* 
ble  of  the  greateft.  Here  then  is,  in  my  Mind^ 
a  part  bf  that  which  is  remarkably  fine  in  both 
One  and  the  Other ;  for  I  pretend  not  to  give 
an  account  of  i\\  that  is  fo. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  in  the  geinef al^  that  ff^  ^emt 
Thucydides  had  one  of  the  moft  admirable  Gt*  tut  ^ 
him  s  that  ever  was.  Relating  what  he  had  a  Jhucjrdi- 
mind  to^  with  all  the  Nobledefs  and  Dignity  ^^ 
Imaginable.  As  he  was  Eloquent  before  Arlfioik 
had  wrote  his  Rules  of  Elo^uehce ,  tie  was 
Induftrious  df  Improving  ^ '  with  all  manner 
<)f  Application  and  Study,  that  wonderful  Ta- 
lent of  Speech  he  had  feceiv'd  frorti  Nature,* 
and  he  inaide  that  Art  df  his,  v^herein  he  ex- 
celled, confift  in  employing  every  thing  that 
could  any  ways  emoblt  his  Difcourfe ;    and 
giving  all  thofe  hffreffes^  and  Turns  to  Reafofi, 
whereof  it  was  capable ,  in  order  toperfiaJe; 
laying  upon  it  all  the  ff^eight  it  would  fuftainr^ 
to  make  the  deeper  ImfreJJm  on  the  Mind  ; 
tending  diredly  to  the  Boitdm  of  Affaiirs,  with« 
out  flaying  on  the  Surface;  and  by  a  Pro- 
fbnndneis  of  Reafbning ,  peculiar  to  him,  re- 
ducing 
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4iicing  every,  thing  io  the  Fcmtm-^fle^d  firoiri 
whence  it  c^me.    Bat  though  tie   beftows 
nothing  upon  the  brnamenti  pf  Style  y  or  thp 
.     Charms  of  Elocution  ,  yet  he  is  fiire  to  fleafi^ 
pepaufe  he  is  throughly  fomJt  in  his  Dilcourfe, 
altogether  bkar  in  hi3  Thoughts^  and  filU  in  all 
'  KeSecUons.    And  there  is  qoihing  but  tvhat 
is  Natural  in  his  Expreffion,  and  'ti^  by  th$(^ 
ways  he  tends  diredly  to  the  Soul.    'Tisalip 
the  frequent  ufe  of  the  Entbymcfm ,  which  2>^- 
.mfihnes  learnt  of  him^  that  in  fprne  meafure^ 
rendprs  hiin  lively,  ftrong  4nd  powerful  in  hi^ 
Difcourfe,    It  is  by  this  Aft  he  dom;neerg 
over  the  Jlefoluttons  of  thofp  he  fpeaks  to^ 
..that  he  feizes  the  Soul  of  hi^JR^eaders  ^  and 
hurries  it  ;away  with  the  (an^  vehemence  ,  ^ 
if  it  were  j»n  Heavenly-infpired  Motion  :  He 
carries  away  the  Spirit  and  Fotc^.  of  fiich  kind 
of  Reafoning ,  a3  gives  it  not  leifure  to  be 
fenple  of  his  JFaults.    'Tis  herein  he  is  fp  fuc- 
jteisful  in  engaging,   in   the  Interefts  he  i^ 
parrying  on,  all  that  bear  hiiti.     Tha^t  Seriouf- 
«efs.  Gravity  and  Aufterity  of  his  Chara<aer, 
iBakes  his  Style  noble,  n^afculjne,  vigorous 
^dnd  abounding  in  Senfe }  and  that  Vehehience 
of  ExprefSon, which  fets  him  fo  far  above  Pthef 
Authors,  proceeds  only  fropci  the  Greatnefs.of 
hkGemus^    For  it  is  aot  JTojnucb  the  glit^ 
tering  of  his  Words,  as  the XoUdlty  of  §€*ife, 
^nd  the  noblenefs  of  his  Thougi^ts ,   and  the  ^ 
wopriety  of  Terms,  that  gives  .Weight  to  h^ 
Speech.     All  this  is  compleated  with  the  ut^ 
ttoft  Height  of  fo  clear  aind  4ober  Reafon , .  io 
exaft  a  Judgment ,  and  fo  fioble  a^ Style,  thajc 
•nothing  feems  more  capable  of  giving  a  ti;up 
Reli/h  of  what  is  Excellent,  thjm  an  AcQuaiii- 
iitnce  with  this  Ambot. 
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Beddes  ^  he  is  tret  fo  full  of  his  SubjeA^ 
through  his  profound  Contemplation  of  kj 
that  he  leaves  nothing  for  his  Readers  to  de-* 
fire ,  by  the  Way  he  has  of  cicumPantiating 
things.  'Tis  lileerly  by  this  Art  his  Narration 
is  fo  delightful  ^  in  that  he  omits  no  one  Par- 
ticularity  ^  that  might  be  ferviceable  to  the 
underftanding  the  Bufmefs  he  is  about.  Thus 
he  fo  ftrongly  engages  the  Mind,  by  the  lively 
Images  of  things  ^  that  he  Paints  the  Gba filing 
or  Beauff  of  thofe  difinal  or  agreeable  OhjcSts 
he  repreibnts  j  and  ns  by  this  Art  of  repre^ 
Jinting<o  your  Eyes  the  Things  he  fpeaks  of,  he 
iiifbrces  upon  his  Reader  the  fame  Impreffiontf 
thofe  feel  who  h^ve  been  Adors,  Sufferers^ 
Spei^tors  or  Witneifes  of  the  things  rela* 
ted. 

I  fay  no  more  of  (hofe  admiarble  Orations 
that)  I  have  faid  already,  wherein  die  iSfiariofi 
fo  perfonates  every  Man ,    as  to  make  him 
fpeak  in  his  proper  Charader;  having  com* 
pos'd  thetti  by  Perieles's  Model ,    who  could 
Charm  the  People  oi  4^l>ens ,  even  in  De«- ' 
xrlaiming  againft  them  ,   and  oppofing  their 
Opinions.   For  Tbucydides  had  often  heard  that  Cujm  H 
Oracle  of  Greect^  ufm  Ti/btfe  Lifs  dufilt  the  Charms  ^^ork  W 
tfEkipmct^  as  Gktro  fays.    Upon  this  Model  ^J%^  ^" 
he  form'd  himfelf,  and  by  propofing  fo  %i^t9X  ^^j^comici 
an  Example  ,  carried  the  Att  of  Speech  to  its  cic.  ^  it 
highcA  Perfedionsi  in  the  Orations  that  heor^tor^ 
made :    It  is  certain  that  Author  gave  a  pro- 
digious L&ftre'to  his  Hiftory  by  thofe  Ora- 
ti^,:    It  muft  Ukewife  be  acknowledged,  that 
^tffe  ib  Studied  and  Exad   Difcourfes  had 
^uite   another  Beauty  when    Extemporary^ 
and  fpoken  in  the  heat  of  A<%ion  and  Bufinefs* 
To  all  this  we  may  add  ,^thofe   moft  folii 
Principles  and  Vertu^s,  Reafon  and  foiiivd 
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Senie  j  thofe  moft  eftablifh'd  Maxims  of  lAo^ 
rality  afld  Pbliticks  ,  and  that  general  iecornftk 
which  runs  through  all  ht  fa^s ,  by  ptiifuing 
{)articular  Circumffirices  tip  to  unlWrfal  ideas; 
knd  giving  Energy  to  his  Reafotis ;  by  tracing 
them  to  their  firft  Principles,  and  Sburcei 
from  which  they  were  derived  ,  ^hich  is  the 
thing  that  gives  that  fubftantial  Form  and 
Solidity  to  his  Difcourfe  :  Thefe  are  the  Beau- 
ties of  that  Author  in  general;  let  us  ob- 
ferve  now  his  Excellencies  in  particular. 

The  Harangue  of  Terkles,  who  Perfuaded 
only  by  obtaining  d  Magifterial  Authority 
bict  his  Auditors,  peaking  fevfcr  in  an  Impe- 
rial Strain,  and,  as  one  may  fay,  «vjtfa  ThmJer 
ih  his  Hand ;  which  occaOon'd  Mm  to  be 
ftyrd  Olympian  Jove  :  That  admirable  Dif^ 
courfe  that  Great  MaH  makes  in  the  Firft 
Bobk  of  his  Hiftory,  in  counfelling  the  AtBe* 
nians  to  a  War,  is  of  a  noble  Spirit ,  and 
abounds  with  lofty  Thoughts.  For  inftance, 
tvhen  Ke  fays  y  to  encourage  them  to  take  up 
Arms  *  Let  hs  not  ht  concern  d  at  the  lojS  of  our 
Lands  ,  or  Cot^ntry-Seats  ;  but  our  Liberty  is  that 
ii>hich  ought  nearly  to  concern  m :  IVe  are  not  madt 
'  for  our  Efiatesy  but  our  E /fates  for  us  :  I  am  more 
afi^aid  of  our  own  Vices  ^  than  all  tbt  Ad'Vantages  0f 
0(ir  Enemy  :  .  great  Glory  ^  and  a  fHighty  Name^  k 
bnly  to  be  furchas^d  by  gireat  aiid  dangerous  Under'- 
takings.  All  the  reft' of  that  Difcourfe  ?s  of  ah 
equal  Force  and  Exraltation. 
'  But  what  Wifddm,  what  Dignity  is  ehcre  in 
thdt  of  ArcbidafHhs  King  of  Sfarta^  diifUa<fin^' 
the  Lacedemonians  from  War,  in  the  (ainte 
Book  ?  Let  $»  not  fuffer  our  fehes  ,  i&ys  te 
to  bt  blinded  by  thofe  Mens  Flatteries y  ^homily 
traifcy  that  they  nti0  Deftroy  us  :  Let  ns  frefewt 
mttr  Modefyi  which  »  the  Source  of  our  Vmfr  t  tf^e, 
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Wiiat.  U  ctrere  cbtimarlble,  i&  (hofe  Bisatici^s 
w^fihd  ln:Che  Fdricril-Pa]Aeg5f.rick  in  tttc^  Se- 
i:bnd  Book ,  upon  thorfe  who  loft  their  XtFes 
Jhc  ^11  Caippaign  of  that  Wat,*  cfpeciaHy 
Where  he  jfpeaks  of  the  M!wners  chat  prefail'd 
inJtbens^  and  of  the  Qoverntnent  ?  O^r'Go* 
vernoieiic,  fays  he ,  ^.Popular,  ^ciw/e  tieVShJl 
We^frppfe  k  tht  Happih(if$  i/'rAeB.epuolick ,  tM 
tbemaki^g  offime  pait!ctr}ar  fetjtmsi  mdHmionr 
u  the  ReiMrdff  Mitit^  not  ibi  Privilege  of  Mirih 
We  lave  Politenefs  ,  ail^irio«r  hting  fond  of  Liii 
^H^y^.  ?^?  ^f^J  ^^fihfes  tn  t be  Study  if  P^ilo^ 
fo^  ^  oi^itlnrnf  giving  Mp  (^Jelves  to  jBfi^miQaqf 
4ina  JL^nefs  .  tbi  ordinal^,  Comf  anions'  ef  tbat 
Study:  We  take  tbe  EfiifMte  (f  ttiches  fi^om  tbeit 
tffis^  and^  not  friim  tbeir  fmf  ;  ^e  tbini  it  m 
Jhame  to.beJRoor^  but  not  to  do  Ti/bat  is  neceffar)  to 
avqi4  iPov^jf  ^  thi  jit  Dijgrace.  The  Intereftd 
of  eacb  Pppple  are  exaxnitxxl  \n  that  Difconrftj^  ^ 
where  TencJes  gitcs  his  Sentence  for  the  Waf^ 
with  all  the  Sagacity,  the  xnoft  fubtil  and  cu- 
rious ^PoU^icks  are  capable  of  That  is  a  Place 
worthy  of  their  Study  who  liive  the  Ma* 
nagemftQ^  of  Affairs  j  Nothing  can  be  bettet 
e?:pl^in^d*        . 

That  te^:rible  Peftilence,   defcrib'd  in  the  tun.  I  ii 
thirdPookis  fo particuUrly  Circumftanc'd,  is'^^^fi- 
fo  JBkl>prate  and  ExaA,  that  Lucretius  has  al-  "^' 
moft  f  h^rely^ratiflated  it  into  hisPoetn ;  and 
fJlefft^im^t  the  Tbaleria^,  has  commended  it  ^s 
j,one  bifthechifteft  Works  of  Art,  though  Luci^ 
.  .^<^n4s  &u]t  with  it  in  his  Tre^tifc  ,of  Bfiorj  i 
.  beQ4ufei  th^t  Defcription  fal^  into  too  great  a 
retail  of  Circumftances.    The  Dcfcription  lA^ 
^y^ives  us  \n  bis  feventh  Book  of  a  Plague 
ihit  happened  at  JR^w^  like  thait  ^tAtbtns^  it 
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more  fttccinft^.  and  has  a.^tvlemore  ferious 
The  bifcourfe  of  the  Inhabicancs  of  PUua^ 
iivho  in  the  fame  Book  jaftifie  their  Con- 
dud  to  the  Laceiemmimsj  after  they  had  Sur« 
'  rendred  to  the  Enemy^  is  a  piece  ot  Expdlen- 
cy^  that  Dimjffim^  the  declared  Cenfurer  of 
fbucydides,  could  not  chufe  but  admire-:  Inhere 
IS  a  J  uftnefi  of  Senfe.  and  a  Force,  of  Eloquence 
that  penetrates^  the  Soul^  and  caufes  a  kind  of 
Admiration  mingled  with  Surprize;  'Tis  in 
cbeTe  Di&ourfes  the  Models  for  t)ie  metho^  of 
Pcrfuafion  ire  to  be  fought^  as  b^ing  fuch  ma- 
decly  Strokes  of  Eloquence  as  are  no  where 
cJfe  to  be  found. 

The  Sea-fight,  in  the  Port  of  Syutoift,  de- 
icrib'd  in  the  fcventh  Book,  fo  highly  valued  by 
JPktarcb,  is  exprefs'd  fo  much  to  the  Life,  and 
the  Motions  of  the  two  Fleets  of  Athens  and 
.    ^Sicily  are  fo  clearly  diftinguifh*d  by  their  diffe- 
rent Circumftances,  that  Plutarch  himfelf  calls 
that  Defcription,  a  lively  Image  of  the  Paflions 
of  the  Soul ;  'xis  all  drawn  in  (o  lively  and  fen- 
fible  a  Manner :  Nothing  can  be  touched  with 
a  finer  Hand,  or  be  more  abfolute  than  that 
Jf^iece  i  which  manifefts  the  Excellence  of  the 
Artj^^  and  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Mafter.    There 
IS  like  wife,  in  the  fixth  Book,  an  Oration  of 
Alcibiadesy  to  perfuade  the  Athenians ;  to  re- 
jTolve  upon  a  War  with  Sicify  i  t^hich  is  re- 
•  markable  for  (Kofe  Draughts  of  ETo'qxieflce  ^d 
Politicks  it  is  i):or'd  with :   As  fo¥  inftance^ 
when  he  introduces  that  grealt  Man,  faying^ 
That  turbulent  Spirits,  fucb  as  weft  the  Ath'efii^ 
ans,  made  greater  ddvanta^  ef  Commoiiens  tban 
ihej  could  of  Settlement :  And  tb^t  it  ifias  mere 
convenient  to  fiick  to  the  ancient  Maxims,  tb^mgb 
fojftblj  not  fo  good,  than  to  change  tbemjfot  tbofk 
that  are  better ^  becaufe  Nature,  fays  he^  $0  0  Prm^ 
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tifU  ^fan  higher  extraSthaH  Re^finj  thU  hing^ 
Kit  the  comhim  Operation  cf  Mont  Soul,  knJHhe 
ctbir  froceeding  from  tbk  Deerke  tf  God  Almigbfyi 
Therfe  is  a  profound  Wtfdom,  an  admirabl<( 
Senfe  in  that  Reflexion.  Tis  much  the  famci 
ReafoHing  th4t  he  attributes  to  CUon^  a  Citizeii. 
cfAthtm^  upon  the  Cafe  of  the  Priibnertof 
Mitjkne  ;  faying,  That  ill  taws^  wll  ohjef^d^ 
pert  better  than  good  Laws  that  ii^ert  defpitd  or 
neglelted :  And  that  a  ihetl- meaning  ahdfegitar 
l^orancfy  Tvas  frefdnd^le  to  difordetly  and  incmiaiHi 
Knowledge :  For  nothing  i^  more  daflgeroes  irt 
a  State,  than  change  of  Condud: 

Again,  whdt  is  there  mb^e^^ife  6r  rition^!/ 
than  the  Dialogue  of  the  Melianswith  the  Ati^ 
mani  Dfe{)uties,  in  the  fourth  Book.  The  iftfo- 
liafis  talk  in  a  Submiflivd  Way;  which  is  howe-^ 
irer  ttoble  and  ingenious  j  they  prefen^e  Well 
the  Charatftet  which  became  the  Vah^ifiib'd^' 
Without  lofing  that  of  y^brthy  Men,  who 
knew  how  to  employ  their  Reafin  wiA,  Wheit 
their  5ai^W  had  fatl'd  them.  But  the  Athenians 
lord  it  in  too  infolent  a  Manher.  The  Hijib^ 
Han  gives  theni  too  contemptuous  a  Carriage,  hoc: 
very  agriieable  to  Perfons  charged  with  aNego-^ 
tiation  ?  It  niuft  beconfefs'd,  neverthelefs^  that 
iiothing  is  more  fenfible  or  fplid  than  that  In-* 
tercourfe.  And  the  Repfoacih,  whferfewith  thd 
AmbalTadors  of  iPlatea  urge  the  Lacedemonians^ 
in  the  third  Book,  of  which  t  ha*e  already 
(pokeh,  is  very  noble.  Ifyoumeafure,  fay  they/ 
iuftice  hj  your  Ihterefis,  you  wittgii^e  us  Reafon  td 
telie'Oe  your  Inierefis  are  dearer  to  you  than  yoUr 
Glory.  All  the  Argtfmenfe  the  Hiftorian  em- 
ploys in  thai  Difcourfe  are  like  the  Flalhfihgl 
and  Darting  of  Thi^nder  and  Lightning,  a^  hi^ 
moft  fevere  Cenfurer  Dion.  Halicarnajfenfii  aci 
knowledges ;  'tis  all  Divine,  .even  in  his  6pi- 
V  t  iSoHf 
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fuoiLv.  "^utit  a  Kloip  would  fee  down  all  the' 
£)MelLmc:i«s  be  /ha}!  ftidin  this  Author's  Or^-^ 
t}Q0f J,  be  tnuft  dKiifc^  Tranibribe  thenix  as 
<^d^jpem»/i«iM/«,  .  \yhat  can  be  inkgin  d  more 
pf efliqg^  than  thati  which  he  tnakes  his  Hm  of 
ElpQii^^^  Pp'i^^^  to  ipeak ;  whenheendea- 
TO]Ci»tp  pipriwade  die  Atbimam  to  the  War  in 
t^e  vftrft  Book'  r  ^  itp^v^^fJi&^^W  'C  %«  be  to 

k^M^^fk^^  ^^  ^^  Cwf*?*^  i  ;^  ai^0ir/^  advifeyom 
to,  hj^^firewil  to  GJokj  i  ,fcr  *Hs^mlj\hy  Paiiis  wd 
HarJfhipSy  ye  cm.  bfcmev^ar$jky.l^  thtu  Homnn 
T^be^  A?gum6nt  is  tberetxpre^diii  4^  its  po^e 

.  Finely 9  thofe  QrandPfinfiptesprUonojir, 
Eawity > :  Honefty .  api  CJloiiy,  -to  Vhicih  he 
know-how  t9 ^ve. tbeir  due  mofoiiv^vit^^ ar^ 
the  tQO^  ufuarCha^aiSie^  be.itnpriQCs  ui>oa 
bis^  Pifcouffe.  'iTis  hevein  he  makes  ufe  pl^thp 
pureft  keafqn^  not  laying  morejwe^t  €tn\\ 
than  ft  willbear^  as  the  5o;^i&i/?/ endeavour  to 
do,  iv>rderiring9  throagh  a  cMm^^/r£ioquence 
to  carry  it  beyond  its  natmal  bounds.  *Tis  in 
tbefe  B^ang^ei  that  ill  things  /bine  and  glitter, 
with  the  Luftre  of  a  noble  ftrong  and  vehe- 
ment Eloquence, -which  be  had  torm'd  from 
the  lively  Senfe  he  bad  of  Things^  and  a  tho-- 
rough  Underftanding  of  the  Subj(Q(^s  that  he 
Xreated  on.  Let  us  then  Pardon  him  thofc 
pifc^urfes,  for  which  we  fee  fbme  Criticks 
have  Cenfurd  him,  fihce  they  are  fraught  with 
{q  many  Excellencies.  Fdr,  befides  that  th^ 
Gteeki^  as  I  h?ve  obferv'd  before,  were  devo- 
ted to  that  Haranguing  Humour,  and  their 
RefMican  Spirit  aucboriz  d  that  way  :  This 
Great  Man  was  vpry  fcnfible  of  his  own  Qua- 
lifications, for  making  States  and  Cpmmgn- 
*  wealths  difcourfe  ;  by  wji^ich  means  be  makes 
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his  Hi0ory/  of  fo  liccle'  and  iiiconfiderabl;  a  ' 
Subjcca,  to  be  of  fo  im{)oitatil  Cbnii^rAcion '; 
And  hSit  l^e  delivers  ^pfe  grand  Maxithi  of 
Morality  and  Policy^  \\6  lindcrftood-faweljl 
And  though  Cicero  is  oippinion^  that  the  Kbe* 
torkkvfihe  Bar^  through  its  too  great  Loftiniefe, 
!s  imptopti^  fpc  m^/i  Affairs;  I  maintain  that 
for  Riafomng,  ip  the  great  Affiiirs  of  Treaties'  « 
and  the  Negotiation  of  Peace  and  War,  and 
|n  all  weighty  and  important  Imereib,  contro- 
vert^ by  btates,  Tbucjfdides  is  the  greated  Ma^ 
fter  that  can  be  confulted  ;  and  'tis  impoffible 
to  find,  elfcwhere,  Reafon  better  wrought^ 
by  all  the  wifeft  Maxims  of  Government,  than 
in  Tbucjdidef.  And,  all  things  well  coniider '4, 
there  is  not  to  be  foundj  in  other  Wbrki,  that 
Force  of  Eloquence  that  appears  ia  his.  -^ 
What  Wit,   what  Underfianditig  ^    what  itf  Bm«- 

^  Views  muft  not  a  Man  have,  to  difcover  tfe  ties  ^  li- 
Excellencies  of  a  Work,  conceived  in  the  very  ^^* 
pureft  Reign  of  the  Roman  Eloquence  ,•  and  to 
diftinguifh  thbfe  Beauties/  that  fo  highly  tranf* 
cehd  the  common  Rules  as  Livys  do  :'  He  had 
an  Elevation  of  Soul,  that  gave  him  a  noble 
Conception  of  things ;  and  it  proceeded  more 
from  the  Noblenefs  of  his  Thoughts,  than  that         "^  • 
of  his  language,  that  he  was  fo  Hippy  in  Ms 
Expreffion.     He  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  Nature  and  all  her  Movements;  of  which 
he  gave  us  fuch  lively  Draughts,  that  there  is 
ever  a  furprizing  Sprightlinefs  of  Soul  in  his  . 
Difcourfe  :  And  as  he  had  cdntriv'd  a  fubliwc 
^tyle,   ty  the  Gre^efs  of  his  Expreffionji 
whichlie  diffufes  through  his  Work,  tho'  fie 
manages  it  with  all  that  Prudence,  which  was 
lijatural  to  him,  fo  he  has  plac  d  all  the  Objefts 
he  Reprcfents,  in  the  fineff  Light  iraaginabte. 

*-  |iis  Difcourfe  is  clear,  ever  tending  to  its  pur- 
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pofej  without  making  thofe  Starts  andl^xcur* 
^om  other  Authors  are.  ib  Subjed  to.  ^H 
hQ&o}s;  is  exaA^  his  Didlion  pure^^  his  Narracir 
en.  full  of  Variety  ;  Hi&Order  looks  foNatura), 
fts  if  the  moft  curious  Images  of  things^  fo  por 
ftur'd  themfelves  in  his  Mind^  as  to  fall  each  in 
its  proper  Ptace^  to  make  an  abfolute  Pidure, 
Jboth  in  all  he  thin{cs^  a^d  ^11  I^e  fays.  He  dii* 
pofes  of  thofe  Images^  which  he  unfolds  in  bis 
Narration,  by  a  great  Diverfity  of  I4easj  and 
fcis  by  tbp  Pifpofal  and  Ordef  of  them  he  is  (9 
Engaging  :  An4  ^^  he  (peaks  more  to  the  Un- 
4er(landing9  (hap  the  Eye  or  Ear,  fo  he  cx^. 
j^ends  more  diredly  to  the  Soul. 

The  Qrnapents.  which  nf$  mi^es  with  his 
Pifcburfe,  4nd  thof^  Flouriihes  he  beftbws  u^ 
^n  it,  lire  fo^ell  ^us^andec),  as  to  appear  on- 
ly in  thofe  Places  that  demand  them^  and  can 
bear  them  well ;  wherein  he  jfKews  himfelf 
Liberal  without  Profutenefs.  As  for  the  rel|, 
'tis  generally  the  Plenty  of  his  Matter,  that 
fnake^  him  fo  Copious  in  his  Style,  the  native 
^ichnefs  of  his  Subjeds  caufes  that  LuxuriaiK^e 
^  his  Speech :  find  his  Narration  becomes 
|aking,  by  ?neans  of  its  DiiFufenefs,  growii^ 
(hereby  better  Circum^antiated ,  and  more 
Probable.  For  nothing  is  npiore  efFedual,  ^o 
render  a  thing  Credible,  than  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Particularities  how  'twas  aded :  Befide^, 
4  M^n  gives  a  fteadier  View  of  the  ObjjeAs  re- 
jprefen^e^  by  ftanding  a  Httle  ^^pon  the  Turn 
pf  a  ISIa'trafioh,  wikh<^r  precipitating,  or  ei- 
][iibiting  things  ^n  a  tranfient  Glance.  To  aiU 
which  ipay  be  ad4ed^  the  adrpirable  Difcretion 
\it  has^  to  diflfever  ^nd  fep^rate  the  Sentiments 
.  of  N^en,  ^nd  to  tpake  th^m  fpeak  and  ad  ac« 
ibrdirig^td  thepecorum,  of  their  feveral  Con- 
ditions, ih  Virbicb  Nature  has' inflated  them. 
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I  am  dazled  with  that  JJa&tt  which  reliefs       * 
iroin  his  Difcourfe^  by  the  Choice,  the  Har- 
mony^ and  Elegance  of  the  Words  he  ufes^ 
aod  thofe  ibftec  Paffions^  that  abounds  In  his 
Hiftory,  of  which  ^htUum  fpeaks  fo  favoura-  AfeHur 
b^:  Thofe  moving  an4  delicate  Affc&ioti$,i^J^ 
which  he  treats  with  all  the  Art  and  Nature  ^^7 
imaginable,  perfedly  Enchant  me.  by  thofeX/S« 
woxulerful   Commotions   they  raiie    in   my  nm$  cm* 

SouL  mndsuit 

Perhaps  never  Man  came  furni&'d  with  bet-  q^^^'  , 
ter  Parts,  or  thofe  more  improved,  to  the  Wri-  ^^  ^/,. 
cingofaHiftory,  than  he:  For  he  was  formed 
in  a  Citjt,  at  that  time  the  Emfrtfi  of  the 
World;  in  which  all  the  mpft  important 
Affairs  of  the  Uijiverfe  were  decided :  And  in  ' 
the  politeft  Reign  that  ever  was,  having  had 
fcarce  any  other  School  than  the  Court  of  Au- 
guftm.  There  it  was  he  leam'd  the  Language  of 
theGenteeleft  part  of  Mankind,  and  chat  live* 
ly,  fine,  fubtle  and  natural  Air,  then  inFa(hi« 
on  (  that  exquifice  Tafie,  that  purity  and  no- 
blenefs  of  Expreffion,which  was  the  CharaAet 
of  that  Age,-  and  of  which  there  were  (b 
great  Models  in  all  forts  of  Writings,  perfeA-^ 
ing  and  poliihing  himfelf  upon  them.  Thence 
it  was  he  took  that  Softnefs.,  neceflary  to 
pleafe,  and  that  Force  which  renders  him  mov- 
ing, wherein  peculiarly  confifts  his  eflential 
Charader :  For  never  Man  united  all  the 
Grace  and  Beauty,  with  all  the  Vehemence  of 
Dtfcourie,  fo  much  as  he  ;  ib  much  does  the 
Sweetnefii  of  Beauty  temper  the  mafcuUne 
Force  and  Energy  of  what  he  fays :  That 
there  falls  not  any  thing  from  his  Pen  too 
:ftrong,  but  is  ibftned  with  a  Term  more  nice 
and  delica^.  He  prepares  whatever  is  Bold, 
4ind  heightens  whatever  i$  l.ow»  with  the 
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^  Brkfitfteft  of  Mi  SpMcli  ;  TKdcNtfaon  ire 
paft  of  InsBMUtUs  ingeperidj  let  os;  Hour  fiie 
thof6  he  ha^  m  partieu&r.  ^     '     ,    ' 

He  hnmeciiately  procorfHi  a  greac^Attdn^- 
don  ,  and  muclvl9q^^itiirent&,  by  that  grtafc 
J^;ir  he  giTcs  hii  Sufa^eA  ^  at  the  Entrance  to 
his  Work  ,  when  he  fays,,  the  Deftifiy  of  s 
City,  defign^d  for  the  Empire  of  the  Worid^ 
ought'  to  hare  ibmeihing  o^  Divinity  tnict 
Original ;  and  when  he  gives  fo  great  an 
Opinion  of  the  Vertue  of  tMPeqple^  whefe 
Hiftory  he  tindertafces. 

In  the  Firft  Bodky  wherein  Events  are  litde^ 

i^nd  proportion  d  40  the  Strength  of  a  State  iok 

its  Infancy,  nothing  is  better  related  than  the 

Battel '  of  the  Hi^ratii  and  CmriatUi  the  AdvefiH. 

ture  is  Great  and  Extraordinary*    Twoitttte 

States ,  which  make  War  ^   and  DiijpQte  fon^ 

Sovereignty,  give  up  thdr  Interefts  and  IMU^ 

nies  into  the  Hiinds  of  Two  Families^  to 

decide '  them.    Whit  Colours ,  what  Exprpi- 

fi6t\s  does  not;  the  Hiftorian  employ  in  that 

Combat,  where  he  Paints,  with  ^i  his  Art,  the 

.  Fears,  theHo^es,«nd  thereftofthelPaffioosof 

the  Antiies,  who  were  concerned  in  that  A&k, 

ifAi^^  the  Difpnte  in  hand  was ,  who  ifaoutd 

be  M^ftefs  oir  Subfafts  of  each  otiier.    Is 'there 

any  thing  to  be  feen  more  ftrongly  tainted,  >or 

better^  RepreTemed?    poes  not  a  Mmxful 

whaoi^eHiftorian  Tays^  and  take  in  the  very 

Sentim&nts  he  hifpires,  ^  ^he  Impreifioiis  h^ 

Narration  makes*  upc^v  th^  Soul-  ^    I'he  .Ad>- 

venture  of  Lucriti^  is-  6nely  intitoducUin  the 

fftme  Boc^,  for;  as   much  as^^it  Miders  the 

fl^vdlution  of  th'e  Government,  which  jtoe** 

%ii4ibnV),  more  remark^fa^e.    "the  pahiibmeoR 

<$f  tar^lH^,  andhisFailiity;  the  lUr^Itofchc 

Peopk  Agaift^  ^he^K?ng  >  Miofe  ^jy  Nwnc 
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vn%  abhorVi  J  which  i^  one  of  the  greateft 
iMinmtirf  s  ib  tb^  Hiiftory  ;  and  all  tha(  grand 
I^crpffite  is  made  much  more  conddenible  a^d 
(uTJpsif'tiiS  3  l>y  fo  illuftrious  and .  vertuous  a 
Moci?e, 

This  dechron'd  T^o^n,  who  fo  !>athcticall]r 
implores  the  Affifiance  of  his  Neighbours  to 
lU^eftablifh  him  ;  that  Image  of  the  growing 
Liberty^  of  the  Novel  Scate^  after  the  Slavery 
It  bad  efcap'd  from :   that  Pleafure  in  the 
migkty  Hopes  of  a  lafting  Settlement^  where* 
with  they  flatter  d  the  Defires  of  the  People  j 
l)uit  Bate  and  Quiet  they  ienfibly  enjoy'd ; 
Tbofe  Proceedings  Brutm  put  them  upon  ^  to  PMt  ^ 
make  them  ftili  more  fenfible^  they  had  the  ^^  t^^ 
V^fmr  in  their. own  Hands,    as  defirous  ofJ^'jJP- 
tlulmg  as  he  was  himfelf ;    Thefeveral  kc^'wiSi 
oeffions  of  the  Love  of  that  Liberty  that  ripe-  t^Mk. 
ned  daily^  through  the  Pleafure  they  began  to  HiftReou 
take  in  Dominion ;   and  which  ftill  increafea  ^^*^' 
by  the  Difturbances  of  tbofe  tempeftuous  A{^ 
ienbUes   held   under   the    Tribunes:    Tho(^ 
Popular  Commotions  caus'd  by  the  Excels  of 
Poster  they:  had  left  them  3    which  it    was 
4ieeeirary  to  reprefs  by  the  Oreation  of  Decem- 
viri ^   accuftoming  them  infenfibly^to  ufe  no 
4Kher  Authority    but  that  of  Laws.    Tho& 
!pttty  Wars  they  w«^'d  againft.  their  ^dgh- 
/boors;  their-^ccefites  .proportion'd  to  their 
«V]alQUr  and  their  Strength;  and  thofe^E^jr/ 
tvrtierewith  Fortune  delighted  to  exercife  that 
;gK>wii^  RMfmblUk^  to  exalt  it  to  t\iC  he^k^ 
m  QAny ,  wiiieh;  it  arrived  to  :     All  thefe^  I 
£iy.  Painted  in  thofeColours^  the  Hifterian 
:kttew.how  to  order  fo  admirably  well^  are  the 
'jSJteareft  Beauties  of  the  firft  Decade;   the 
Events  whereof  are  moftly  contain'd  in  Rome, 
i9bd  amongft  the  Meighboitring  People^  with* 
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out  going  out  of  Itdly  :  And  though  all  is 
mean  and  little  in  the  Beginning  ^  according 
to  the  Nature  or  Fate  of  things  of  no  long 
Date;  yet  the  Hiftorian  fails  not  to  Elerate 
his  Subjeft  >  by  the  Greacnefs  of  his  Expref- 
fion ,  and  to  infpire  fevcral  Perfons,  he  intro- 
duces 3  with  Noble  Thoughts  j  as  Brutm  and 
ManUufy  who  Sacrifice  their  Lives  to  the  Se-  / 
curity  and  Glory  of  their  Country.  There 
are  divers  Occurrences ,  in  the  Third  Book^ 
fet  in  a  fine  Light:  As  the  Tranfport  of 
young  Affius  J  who  fo  furioufly  carry 'd  off 
Virginitts's  Daughter,  and  that  had  like  to  have, 
deftroy'd  Rome  j  fuch  Indignation  the  Peo- 
ple c6nceiv'd  at  fo  Brutal  an  Aftion  :  The 
Havock  of  that  Horrible  A^^mpt,  is  dcfcrib'd 
in  a  very  paffipnate  Air.  The  Adventure  of 
the  Old  Senator  S^intius  Cincinnati  y  itaken 
.^om  the  Plough,  to  be  made  Dilatory  and  the 
Diligence  of  his  Wife,  co  make  him  Neat  and 
Cleanly,  and  to  look  fomething  like  a  Gentle- 
man,  and  all  the  Circumftances  of  that  Ad-* 
venture,  are  very  Naturally  Painted.  The 
Hiftorian,  who  makes  Carhtius  take  up  Arms 
;lgainft  the  Commonwealth  ,  and  to  dd  him- 
felf  Juftice  on  a  People  jealous  of  his  Power, 
but  infenfible,  of  the  Merit  of  Brave  and  Cou- 
ragious  Men  .  makes  him  fpeak  with  all  the 
.  Difdain  a  Noble  Rofmn  was  capable  of,  when 
fir'd  with  Glory:  'T$s  Rome  (fays  he)  that 
caUs  me  back,  not  to  re-injfate  me  in  mjf  Plaee^  but 
that  I  may  re-efiablifh  her  in  bets :  Which  he  did 
by  the  Conqueft  of  the  Veientes  y  and  the 
taking  Veil  after  Ten  Years  War.  The  JE»r^ 
tniumy  the  Hiftorian  beftows  upon  that  Great 
Man ,  in  the  Seventh ,  is  full  of  exqUifite 
Senfe  ,•  and  there  is  fomewhat  veiy  fingular 
,  and  rare  in  thePraifes  he  gives  him.    The 
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Klagnahimity  of  young  C«rr/iKf,  who,  'all  in 
J^rvfionr,  threw  himfelf  headlong  into  a  yaft 
Chafip  ot  the  Earth ,  which  happen^  in  the 
City,  to  clofe  it  up,  and  Appeafe  the  Gods  by 
fuch  a  Sacrifice,  is  an  extraordinary  Ornament 
in  the  fame  Book,  In  fine,  we  fee  in  the  Firft 
Part  of  his  Hiftory ,  a  rifing  Neatnefj ,  that 
inakes  large  Advances  to  its  PerfediOn,  with- 
out doing  any  thing  unlike  it  felf!  And  that 
One  thing  wpU  laid  open,  is  of  a  fingular  Ex- 
pellence* 

The  Second  Decade,  which  is  the  conftanfc 
Succeffion  of  that  growing  Glory,  and  of  all 
its  Progrefs,  is  entirely  loft  ,•  which  contained 
the  Wars  agatnft  Pjrrhus  King  of  Eftrus^  who 
proke  into  Italy  to  Succour  the  Tarentina  ,•  and 
all  that  happened  in  thofe  Wars,  concerning 
the  Valour  and  Probity  of  the  Romans :  A- 
mongft  which  was  that  high  Principle  o^ 
Honour,  which  appeared  in  Fabricim ^  who 
If  eading  the  Roman  Army,  in  Quality  of  Cm^ 
Jul ,  fent  b^ck  to  Tyrrhm  his  Phyfician ,  that 
made  an  Offer  to  the  Romans  of  Poifoning 
his  Prince,  who  had  engag'd  them  in  a  bloody 
War,  and  was  become  their  moft  terrible 
Enemy.  Here  was  the  firft  P/i»iV)|.»^tfr,  where- 
in Attilim  Regulm  fo  highly  fignaliz'd  his  Ver- 
tUe,  when„  having  been  made  Prifoner  by  the 
Carthaginians^  he  was  difpatch'd  to  Rome^  to 
treat  of  the  Exchange  of  Prifoners  of  both 
parties ;  and  who  out  o(  an  heroick,  difmter- 
efs'd  Principle,  was  the  Firft  that  Advis'd  them 
not  to  do  it,  becaufe  that  Exchange  muft  needs 
ke  Difadvantagious  to  the  Commonwealth, 
ttiough  he  himfelf  might  have  enjoy'd  his 
^ife  an?  Liberty  as  the  Fcuits  of  it.  Thefe  are 
(he  principal  Subjeifis  of  the  Second  Decade,  as 
appears  by  Frmfiitmmi  hi^  Supplement,  who 

y  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


Hts  his  Cbarafter  exa^y «  and  fuccecd?  m^^ 
^tter  to  making  up  the  Lois  oRUvy^  than  hi^ 
has  dpnc  in  the  Supplemeiit  of  the  l^ftory  ^ 
AUxmdv  the  Great^  wrote  by  $mntHs  Cnttius  i 
fs  may  he  feen^  if  any  one  will  give  ^imfelf 
the  trouble  to  compare  th^ml 

But  Uvy%  Hiftory  takes  another  foit  pf 
Flight,  in  the  Third  Decade,  which  is  pome 
CO  us  entire,  with  the  Fpurch^  apd  halfofth^ 
Fifth.  The  Scene  grows  more  lively  an^  ai>l* 
mated,  and  more  aftoniHiing,  through  .t.hpte 
mightier  Movements ;,  and  more  ijmpQrtanfc 
ConjuniSures:  For  now  comes. the  fec.on(^JPiir 
nick  Wafy  and  that  Famous  p:|[pedicion  6\Uan-^ 
nital,  marching  from  his  Country^  at.th^Heg^ 
of  an  Hundred  thoufanj^  Ij^^sp^-toma^ejan 
Aflault  upon  the  Rfim^r^^  ;even  at  J^ojpe  |t 

There  i^  nothing  ii^pther  Hiftorlesjcompa- 
raUe^tothe  Portrai<ihif e.  this  Author  makes  of 
the  M^ch  of  this  Gettecal^;  'Tis  all  pfa  Forc;e 
Md  Ejcpreflion  abovq  thQ  common  Level :  ^\s 
the  nobleft  Scene  of  the.  whole  Hiftory,  and 
che  Confequences  perre4ily  anfwer  the  Begin- 
ning I  where  the  Hlftoriaq^  after  having  pi- 
Aur'd  H^tmibdy  and  reprefented  hiaj  mpre  ter- 
rible, through  his  Venues  than  his.  Vices,  as 
taken  up  as  he  is  with  that  mighty  Objed,  jhe 
falls  uppn,  his  Matter,  that  he  may  exprefs  the 
Particulars,  and  lof?  nothing  ft  all  of  it  j  (- 
very  Step  he  makes  hira  take,  in  defoight  of 
Danger,  as  he  pafTesfheyjipj,  13  terrible  :  All 
the  Circttcpftances  are  difnial  and  ghaftly,  and 
.  the  ^Pi<au^e  of  Danger  .is  itnprlnted  almoft  in 
every  Word,  and  every  Syllable.  Thence  He 
Iqars  in  the  Expanfion  that  his  Subje(9:  giv^s 
him,  which  i^  10  (pacious,  fo  copious,  as  to 
give  him  Scope  for  the.  follosying  Books,  and 
^       ^  '  '      ■  all 
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^  the  Third  bec^de^  For  ffamihi  is  the 
leading  Subjed  of  it  all.  The!  moft  notorious 
Adirentures  of  that  War^  are  the  Battel  fought 
upon  the  Banks  of  the  IrafyinentM  Lake  in  Tuf- 
coffyy  wherein  there  were  above  Kffy  tboufand 
Rmans  kiWd  upon  the  fpbt^  and  the  refl  of  the 
Army takien or  rOUfed':  The  Battel  tiiCmn^ 
far  more  bloody*  than  the  former,  in  which 
Were  above  Forty  fty6  thoufand  flain.  Nothing 
xfi  Nature  is  deterib*d  in  fo  moving  a  Strain; 
the  Tcrrour  and*  Cbftfilfion  HanniM  csi&$  in 
the  Face  of  R(?%,bjr*  thofe  bloody  Viftories; 
are  exprefs'4  in  Id th;  i  Mfay,  as  jpeter  any  othc* 
Hiftory  could  rekc^:  T|iere  are  fuch  Draughts, 
and  fuch  GolotiW/l^s  were  unkiKuwft  to  all 
Hiftoriahs  bcfides;.  The  Confequehces  of  thofe 
two  Battels  were  ftill  more  terrible^  a  general 
Caifjfirnatian  ruh  throdgh  the  Heart  of  Italy  j 
the  %(mans  were  deferted  by  all  theit  AHies^ 
the  People  was  alarm'd^  and  the  whole  Body 
pf  !that  great  Republick/  till  that  time.ViftO-  * 
ridus^  Was  in  a  viotent  Commotion^  except 
the  Nobility  and  Chief  Men^  whom  Scifw 
caus'd.  to  Swear^with  a  Dagger  at  their  Throat, 
that  neither  any  df  tfaem^  nor  the  remaining 
Officers^  Ihoula  abandon  the  Rifuhlitk  in  that 
prefcnt  ConjUnAbri':  and  thefe  was  thtakHMAtu 
Fiercenefs  at  Rome,  after  that  laft  Defeat,  that  mrkdni* 


'Great  Men  whith  infpirited  the  People,  and 
>e-sftabiifii*d  AiFaifs.  • 

.  'The  ^Wifs  pi  Sicily  agalnft  Jfffr(^»  and  hfa 
^6hi^x)i2X'pi ^limidia  againft  Syphax^tiz  the 
Conie^uients  of  the  Second  funick  War.  But 
in  tfie  Twchty-n^{h  Book,  the  iliftorian  dia- 
^icrib^sihV'rieW  Itri^rt^ons  of  Fear  ^loHnM 
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caufed  ia  Romty  when  iie  picch'd  hk  Camp  bc^ 
fore  the  Cicy^  and  advanced  as  far  as  the  Vin'id' 
Colllna  near  the  Temple  oitiercules,  whence  he 
took  a  Turn  upon  the  Walls,  to  take;  the  Mo* 
del  ofic.    But  the  Conqiieror  of  Rt^^^e  retreat- 
ed on  his  own  accord ;  and  he  whom  the  Vet- 
tue  of  his  Anemia  could  not  vanquifh,  ^Was  fub* 
dued  by  his  own  Vices^  and  ihe  Pleafures  of 
Capua^  where  he  was.  for  ibme  tinie  jjioffed  ^; 
and  he  was  heard  to  fay  in  *his  fletreat,  that 
one  while  he  only  wanted  an  tnclinaCioi^  and 
*    other  times  good  Fortune,  to  make  him  Mafter 
P0tiunda  ofRo;«r.    Jhe  Idea  the  Hiftorian  gives  us  ini 
§hiutbu    (liat  Place  oizyeieran  General  hardned  to  tW 
KmAna    Fatigues  of  War,  and  coming  to  foftenJiim- 
m^omen-  felf  in  ttafy  iti  the  Embraces,  as  one  may  fay; 
^^,'^^^^of  Plcafu^e,  is  very  agreeable,  and  of  an  ex- 
fmunam.  traordinary  Beauty.      The  Affairs  of  Sicily 
Hift.Rom.  having  obUg'd  -/I4iarce//«f  to  befiege  Syracufi^  Ar* 
lib.  »8.    chmcaes  wa§  there  killed  by  Two  olundering 
Soldiers,  who  took  the  Diagram  of  a  Geome- 
trteai  Demonftration,he  was  drawing  up'C>n  th^ 
Sand,  to  oe  Conjuring;  which  is  i  Hiigul^  and 
furprizing  Incident  in  that  placed 

But  after  all,  nothing  is  comparable  to  ihi 
Pidure  the  Author,  gives  us  of  young  Scifio', 
in  the  End  of  the  Twenty- fixth  Book  i  where 
he  reprefents  him,  Commifllond  Gemraloitht 
Roman  Army  into  Spainy  to  give  a  Diverfioft  t6 
the  Progrefs  of  Hannibal  in  Italy.  That  Vido; 
rious  Youth,  at  Twenty  four  Years  of  Age. 
was  of  a  ripe  and  confummate  Prudence :  Ana 
though  he  performed  Exploits  of  Arms,  that 
ailonifh'd  his  Enemies;  tho'inOneDay  hetob^ 
jS^e  w  Carthage^  in  which  the  Carfbaginians  had  a 
numerousGarrifon,he  yet  obtain  d  greaterVidlbr- 
ries  by  his  Vertue  than  his  Valour.  Foic  when 
be  Wd$  prefented  with  Manimiisi  Lady,  ae 
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Prince  of  Sfain,  and  Twro  df  his  Niecesj  eit« 
ceedingly  beautiful^  he  fenc  them  back  with 
thefe  Words^  *  Hat  though,  for  the  fake  cfhu  <wn  *M^£p^ 
intepity  and  the  Puhtk%  DifctfUne  cf  Rome,  il^'J"*.^; 
lay  ufon  him  to  fecure  from  Violence  whatever  was  J)^  ^^^* 
Sacred :  yet  their  ovm  Conjideration  wasfiill  a  pea*  j^  ficew^ 
ter  Engagement  to  do  them  JufiicCy  ftnce  in  their  ne  quii 
Aiisfortunes  they  were  not  forgetful  of  themfehes,  V^  /i«- 
mr  of  their  Vertue  :  And  having  (hew'd  the  fame  2^*jL 
Reipea:  to  another  Sfan^  Prince,,  whofe  Prin-  Ipa  2^' 
ceG  was  prefented  to  him^  of  a  more  accom*  vieisretur: 
pUfli'd  Beauty  than  the  other,  he  fent  her  back  ^^^  ^Ji 
to  her  Husband  with  a  great  Summ  of  Money  ^^7*  *'"• 
offej'd  for  her  Ranfom.    fhat  Prince  charm  d  J^iJJjJJ^ 
and  amaz  d,  with  fo  great  Bounty,  proclaim'd  virtut  tst 
in  his  Country,  t  There  was  arriv'd  in  Stain,  a  ^g^itas 
Young  Koman,  Qualify'd  like  the Go^,  thatg^;^-.^ 
carried  on  his  Conquefts  as  well  by  his  Vermes  ^aJ^^^ 
as  his  Arms.    Nothing  cad  be  finer ;  and  the  ih^t  de^ 
Image  the  Hifiorian  gives   us  of  the  Young  ^^'''w^ 
Vi8or,  produces  an  admirable  EfFed,  through  JJJ^^?  < 
the  Oppofition  he  makes  of  his  Vertue  againft  *  * 

HannitaFs  Vices,  *Tis  only  by  his  good  Na-  J..^'J^, 
ture  and  Clemency  that  Scipio  triumphs  oYor^j^^^ 
the  Carthaginians^vahCTCSS  Hannihal  tiivLm^s  o-  venemvin^ 
ver  the  Romans  by  Savagenefs  and  Violence,  fememem^ 
The  one  is  plundering  Provinces  and  battering  "'*  V^ 
Towns,  whilft  the  other  is  winning  the  rtearts  ^^S!* 
of  the  People,  and  captivating  their  Souls  by  teac  bene- 
his  Beneficence  and  Goodnefs.  ficiisMi^ 

'  The  laft  Books  of  this  Decade  contain  the 
mighty  Progrefs  of  Scipios  Arms  in  Africa : 
Hamiml  is  recallMto  the  Succour  ofCarthage^ 
Where  he  was  defeated,  Carthage  taken,  and 
'  Scifio  triumphantly  returned  from  Africa  to 
Rome.  Thus  the  End  of  this  Decade,  by  its 
Oppofition  to  the  Beginning,  where  Hannibal 
drives  on  his  Vi&oriej  uncontroulM,  k  one  of 
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rfic  fifieft  Plaees  of  the  Hiftofry  }  cfpcciafly  by 

thenqw  Road  the  Young  Rtmsn  tates  to  Glor 

'*/    *y  J  contrilmting  more  to  the  Conquefts  of  chtf 

Repttblick,  by  fctting  in  the  Minds  of  the  Peb* 

v..    pic   the  Reputation  of  the  Roman  Vertue  ; 

Chan  by  giving  Battel :  For  that  Repntalion 

•;       becoi^mg  the  Admiration  of  the  Cbnquefd 

,    Nation ,   was   more   ViAorious   than   thiSr 

• ',  •   Arms. 

After  the  Defeat  of  Carthage ^^  the  Gloiy .  of 

•       ^t  Roman  Name  foar'd  to  a  greater  Height* 

'.  V;  TheViaorious  People,  whofe  kenowh  loo^as 

fpread  far  and  near^  began  to  be  look'd  upoii 

^     as  theDcHverer  of  other  Nations.    ThuiGlo^ 

Ttoufly  itisTeprefentcdbyiity,  inthei'bafth 

I>ecade.     The  Athenians  opprefs'd  Jby  JhHif 

Kx\iQ  laft  of  the  Name)  King  of  Macedmty  im- 

'plorM' the  Affiftance  of  the  Senate.    Tuiiius 

;  '    •  Stdfitimf  wss  fent  thither,  who  having  fubdiied 

,  ;    [  allGrrec^j  proclaimM  Peace  to  all  the  Peoplb 

:^ .  .  .  i>y  his  1-ieutenant  ^Intius^  and  reftord  thera 

.    ...  their  Liberty.  J  and,  in  a  PublJck  Affcmbly  for 

.  tile  Celebrition  of  this  Feftival,  was  hfcard  thit 

tfet^mmSiyxnZy  TlbUt,  at  laft ^  there,  ^as  a  TeapU'iH  the 


•«^^^'   World,  horit  for  the  Safitj  (fatt. ethers,  that, cri^^^^ 

2^T*'^  S^eaSy  madeffars  at  its  Own.  Cojt  andTerll,'  to  fir- 

vm^pmatk  yengethe  Ofprefsdy  to  efiahli(h  Laws,  \aujtng  thim 


■hoUagetkrioife  cbfervd  through  the  whole  Earth,  and  to  tfiain 
f^^^'  taintbe-TubliekSecuriPf.  •  ''     ; 

rum  marU  mjisku^  m  gmi  toto  orh  urtanm  in^fim  ifnf^pfi  fit 
nbigui  jus^  fas,  lex pgtmi§mA pnt.  Lib..;;. .  '  .  ?    .  t 

J    TheHiftorian  afterward 'opens  the  My RiSiy 

how.HiJww^^/ became  fufpcded  by  his,  Ccxiio*. 

'try-men,  upon  Advice- th^t  he  eiitcrtaiQtl  > 

'conftant  Corr^fpondence  with  King  Aniiocmi, 

to  oblige  him  to  declare  War.  againft  the  ap- 

mans :  That  Was  it  which  this  Great  Man,  'ba- 

nift'd 
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nifli^cl  put  ofhis  Country,  an<i  as  it  were  a  Vi* 
gabkDncl  abroad^  voted  In  that  Jtm^'s  Council  j 
tfiatifhe  would  make  War  as  he  flioiitd  do^ 
With  the  Romans,  he  mtift  attack  thetn  in  their 
own  Territdriei,  and  fight  thfem  at  ^ome  as  hd 
himfelf  had  dope :  There  is  a  Greatnefs  of  Soul; 
and  a  Loftineil  of  Thought  in  what  thfe  Miftou 
r)an  makes  him  fp^eak^  and  fiiicing  liirith  th& 
Charafter  oiHatmibah  'tii  iri  the  Thirty- four ili 
Boole.  There  is  fonlething  Rare  and  Uncotti-^ 
mon^  iit  point  of  Adventdre^  in  tlie  accident^ 
itieecing  of  thi$  Commander  ind  Siiph^  wlio 
was  made  Lieuttnaki  to  his  Brothef^  ii  /c  (s  r^« 
lated  in  the  following  BooL  Undoubtedly  H 
Creates  i  ^ery  agreeable  Sur^riie^  as  it  fteedsf 
lAuft,  r6  fee  two  Qvczt  G^fiitMh,  5iifho  ba<L 
difpiited  thd  Em^re  q(  the.  World;  at  the  Head 
of  two  potent  Armle^^  meeting  by  change  a^ 
Efbefm,  and  coldly  givihg  their  Opinidh  ii 
two  private  M^n^  ih  a  feoatej  and  anpaffio- 
itate  Difcoiirfe  of  fhe  Wcbei^iinenc^  of  tW^ 
Qreateft  Officers,  who  have  made  ^he  molt 
Noife  in  the  World.  Iil  fine,  liamibat^  fu- 
fpefted  by  his  Citizens,  and  hated  by  all  thd 
World,  i$  conftrain*d  to  fly  to  Efbefm  i  Mis' 
Fh'ght  contains  feveral  Adventures,  which  rcn-f 
dbr  that  jlart  of  the  Hiftor^  very  Curious,  zi 
bbing  6f  a  Man  of  id  great  Im{iiortaftGe,  tlfa£ 
eVery  Seep  he  makes  is  coniiderable. 

But  the  Aflventure  of  Scifiiiy  icc^si  (^efor^ 
the  f'iople  by  ^  PetiUm  for  having  Convertedf 
part  of  the  Spoib  of  King^^»^focA*/  ^0  hii^ow^ 
G6iFer,  is  more  fqrpriiing  and  ret6ar^able  thro^ 
tRe  Giddinefs  of  Fortune,  an<!  the  Injufttce  ,6f 
the  Kofhan  People  /  sixid  'tis  f  cprefented  b^  the 
Hiftorian  With  all  the  Dighity  (6  ftraiigd  art 
Adventure  does  require.  That  Man  of  incomt- 
p'arable  Vertub  as  well  as  Valour,  niade  his  Aji^; 

^  ,  pcarancitf 
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*  p^arance  at  the  Day  prefix'd  by  his  Accafer. 
Buc'inftead  of  mf  (ung  hU  Defence  to  hu  Acca* 
fation^  prefompcuous  tipon  his  own  Innqctnw^ 
h^  ippk^  to  the  People  aflembled  to  ^oodeffn 
him,  with  a  bol4  and  undaunted  Gajblicry^ 
ahhr^ticr^^  rte  Voice  of  ^a  Conqueror:  Su^bwa,tbf 
itfnpe  dU  Dj^}  Tpbcrttn  I  took  Cartbage  ,  b$£t  Hannibal^ 
es  favvre   apd  vavqulfjlid  the  Carthaginians,  j  ktmgo  totbt 
hminumy  Cafitol^  and  thank  the  <h)ds.    Th^  Peopie  fur- 
tiJevm'  P^-^'^  ^^  ^^  magnanimous  ^  Caffiagp,  left  thcL 
magnitu'   Mcufir^  and  lollpwed.  Scifioi  apd  tjiat  Day,^ 
dims  tjui  (ays  the  Hiftoriap^  was  in^nitely  more  Glort- 
fuit,quAm  qyji  tp  hi^n^  and.advanc'd.  hisHonp^ir  higher,. 
iZ^tJi^'  in  the  Opinionof the  Peojple,  than  th^  wherie- . 
Sr^A^ffcyipne'  triumphed  over  King.Syfbax,  axi^  th?^. 
CAvthagv  Cdftpa^fi^lans^    Diffatisfy'd  hp%everw4tji  dia^: 
ntnfibM     '|;*;eatment,  which  manifefted  io  mudi  Dif- . 
*f^«.Lib  ^^•?"^*  ^^  retreated  to  Untmmmy  a  Qountfy- 
38.        '  fcat'of  bis  towards  O/w^i,  where  be  dy'dfom^^i 
time  after,  in  the  Embraces  of  his  Fap>ily^  as  a. 
pxivate  Perfon.    The  Portraiifture  otCatB^  de-. 
Uneafed  in  the  Thirty- ninth  B90H,  qn  Ctecar 
iion  of  the  Dignity  of  Cenfory  wbic^  he  Cftnr 
rifsd  with   the   Scifip'sy  Fakrim  FlaccMs^   Fa^ 
Tjfij^  and  oth^r  perfons  of  Note  in  the;  Senate, 
is  a,  Mafter-pi^cc.    'Tis  pleafant  tQ  fee  how 
Refepblihg  i(.  all  is,  upon  the  Notion  a.  Man. 
has  of  the^Aufterity  of  Vertue  in  that  Great. 
Man  :  For  that  PcrtraiSurt  is  fo  fmgula^'^  in  aU , 
the:  FeatuTij  th^t  coinpbfcit,  that;wiit2xh?r.if  is 
tlh nothing,,  orw^etberit  refmhhit^piigU. 
nal^  all  is  tauch'^d  off  with  an'admirable  Air» 
That  which  the  Hiflorian  bringshim in  fpeak*^ 
injg  agaioft>the  I^uxury  of  Wpm^p:,  in  thO; 
Thirty-fourth  Book,  to  put  in  JExecution,  the , 
Offkn  Law,  which  regulated  tHe  Expence  of  • 
Habits^  aijd  retrenched  the  Prodigality  theic^r 
in-i-and  againft  the  Nofturnai  j;)?votipn,  de- 
.:  :       .      ^    ^      :  SribVi 
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fcriVd  in  tlii^  Thirty-ninth  Book^  wfieigwith 
they  mixt  all  (the  Horrour  of  the  moft  diilplute 
Practices,  and  ?ibominable  Bebauchexj,  incith^ 
World,  h^s  much  of  the  Spirit  of  a  ijgy  jQejri^  ^ 
for  of ,  Manners.  .  The    Speeches  h^  ^aK^s. 
againft'thePiforders,  >vhichtheW^^  pf-^i^^ 
had  brought  iinto  Ronte,   by  infuiing  ^ifejpi- 
nkcy  ,  Licencioufnefe ,   and  a.  Piroj^titudon  Qf 
Vomh^  which  tended  td  its^uttcrRuii^,:  beai: : 
the  Stamp  oTjaf  Sincere, and-Great  ;^an  ,  who, 
contributed,  with  the  Old  Senators,   tothci^ 
Prefemtion  of  that  Wifdoin,  Probify^^  Hatred, 
of  .Ihjluftice,  Love  of  Equity,   a jjf'd  Horror  pf . 
Vice,  which,  prevailed  in  the  .Senate  .at  that 
time  :    And  atl  this  h^s  its  'ESciSt  in  tl^  End. 
orthatyepiadef  yjhere,  the  Hiftorian  prefents 
ui  with-  the  Spirit  and  Ctiara&er  pf  th^  t^e- 
publick,  thpn  iubfifting, ,  The.  peath  of  tia»m* 
%at^  who  had  retir'd  to  Prfj/WKing  pfBUhjniM^ 
after  tb^  T^t^^oitoi  ^nfmbus  ^  (liaving  Poi- 
foried^himfelf,  to  avoidTalling  into  the  Hands  . 
of  Ftaminiui}  is  very  moving  at  the  End  of'tbe 
THhirty- ninth  Book ;    One  is  concern^  to  fep; 
fo^  Great  a  Man  Dye  in  fuch  a  manner  j  and  . 
that  Particular  preparM  ib  finely^ .  vjltji  fijch 
reniarlcable' Events,  is  ofali.hguIar.EJ^Uetice.  • 
But  it  mull  be^  actLnp»;l9dg*H  y  tli^fifttbif>g  . 
is  more  poiiipous  or  m^^iificeht .  thaij  the  En- 
trahci.  of  the  Forty^ third  JB90Ki,|;  whfii^e  Z.^/ 
fets  forth  the  Gefte^aflity  of  the  People,  of  Gruei 
and  J/t^y  after  the/ubdi^ing  il/^  fending 

their  Ambaffadors  toJiWe^to  implore  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  5^9^^^.  .^d  to  fubmit  thepifelves 
to  the  KepuHick^  AUt;h^Part  is.  dclprib'd  id  -^ 
that  Triumphant  CharaAer,  which  ufually  ac- 
companies the  happy  Conquerours.  The  Hi- 
fiorian  himfelf  there  Arikes  on  fuch  a  Key^^  as  i 
Ifis  us  hnow'he  is  Apprehenfive  of  the  good 

X  t  f  <3fr-; 
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Fortune  of  his  Country^  and  the  Merit  of  hb 
Subjeft.  The  Defeat  of  Terfem  in  the  Forty- 
fourth  Book^  happening  upon  occafion  of  an 
Horfe^  that  efcap'd  the  Hands  of  his  Servants^ 
and  was  the  Caufe  of  the  Battel^  which  the 
Two  Armies^  encampM  upon  the  oppofite 
Banks  of  a  little  River ,,  Would  wiilfnlgiy  have 
avoided ,  has  fomething  furprizing  in  it/  and 
indeed  nothing  is  finer  ilr  an  Hiftory  than  grisatf 
Events  caus'd  by  trifling  Accidents  ^  as  thi#^ 
which  IS  very  Remarkable  upon  the  Wonder  it 
i«ifes. 

The'  Oratton  the  Ambafladors  of  RAoJes 
niake  before  the  Sihafe/m  the  Forty-fifth  Book^ 
is  ftne  3  lofty  and  eloquent  /  nothing  comes 
iiearer  the  Difcourfes  thucydiiei  aerribuces  to 
the  Peputies  of  StaUs  and  dm/mnv^eakhsy  in 
fcis  Hiftory  of  the  Petopomejlan  War :  Nbthing 
can  be  more  fitly  compar  d  with  him,  in  that 
very  Kind  in  which  his  Excellence  lay  ;'  nor  & 
there  any  thing  more  like  that  manner  of 
Speaking,  he  gives  the  Towns  and  States^ 
whofe  Hiflory  he  Writes.  PaultH  Emllim^ 
Voyage  through  Greece,  after  he  had  Con* 
quer'd  it,  his  Vifiting  the  Provinces  to  obferve 
what  was  RemarkaUe  for  Antiquity,  or  for" 
the  Rarity  and  Excellence  of  the  Work  ,  is 
handibmely  defcribed  in  the  Forty^fifth  Book« 
Every  Town  has  it  peculiar  Charader ,  its 
Ordet  and  Diftrnftion,-  and  the  Hifforian,  by 
giving  us  a  fine  Norion  of  thig  Country  y^ 
heightens  the  Viv^ories  and  Advantages  of 
his  own^  .         ' 

All  this  receives  an  additibmil  (Jreaitnefs  ih 
the  remainder  of  that  Hiftory ,  afte^  the  Defeat 
of  Verfemy  which  was  the  concluding  Blow  of 
that  long  and  hazardous  War  of  maceJonia^ 
and  the  Roman  Name  was  exalted  to  its  higheflf 
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PUq^  qf  plory.  |n  tfk£t  ^  the  Senate  had 
i^rce  any  other  Employ njem  ,  than  the  an« 
fvrering  the  H^quefts  of  Kings ,  and  ordering 
their  pefiinies.  Jis  ;io  longer  the  Ambaffadars 
or  J(^ihgs  ao4  Crowned  Heads :  Here  are  the 
Kings  of  iSjfia  and  ^gjft^  of  Bitfynia  and  P^* 
^ijjjiMr  i  Ijjere  i$  ^;a/w»5r  and  his  Sittcv  Cleofafr^j 
w^o  make  the  Senate  the  ArlHter  of  their  Dif- 
ference ;  here>  )^ing  Maffinijfa  fending  his  Jwo 
Sqiis  to  ii0;»r^to  Congratulate  theRep(}bUjpi^,i|^ 
his  Name^ior  the  Defeat  o(Perfenf :  Here's  Fr|h 
jiof  I^irig  of  BithymU,  accompanying  his  Son 
l^cof^edcs,  and  prefenting  him  to  the  Refuhluk, 
to  tal^e  him  under  its  Protedion :  Here's  fer- 
fes  faften'd  to  Emilim^s  Chariot ,  with  his  Two 
Sbns^  to  render  the  Triumph  of  the  C6nqaer 
rour  more  Arrogant  and  Glorious^;  as  had 
done  Gentlttf  King  of  lUjrkmn  ^  with  his  Wifi^ 
and  Children  ^  ov^r9onie  by  the  Prastor  Anir 
anff.  -In  Ane^  not  to  repeap  what  I  have  al- 
ready obf^rv*c}^  at  the  End  of  the  Abridgment 
I  have  n)a4e  of  the  Ififtory  in  the  Fifth  Chap*  ^ «  . . . 
tpr,  we  njay  fay  there  i^  nothing  Comparable  ^^\^ 
to  the  Idea  Z'tty^  giyes  of  the  pran4eur  and  imUgmJ^ 
<^lory  of  the  ^isgu^lic^  in  thofe  Jiqesi  Tha|:  mAjtfiM 
never  Hiftory  went  iipon  fo  great  a  Subje<ft  j  nmmk 
nor  ever  Hiftorkn  fiipported  the  Dignity  ofg^jg- 

the   Ai^^'^''  ^'H^  4  §r€;i^t^r  Ma]elTy  and  Force  ^^0;  <m 
^f  Cxpreflton.  That  Pi(%^re  the  Aathor  draws  vtnin  19 
pf  Vrujiat  King  ^f  '^Ukjnia^  )vhp  takes  Pride  in  ^"^'?% 
being  a  Denizen  of  the  Roman  Pgoplq,  wHiph  }^Si 
Ije  Treats,accor4ing  to  *  Po^/W«!f,\v5itb  tlie  moft  /^„  {;g. 
proftitutei  Flattery^  is  well  worthy  orhjm,and  rU  cmi- 
that  Purity  of  Morals  his  fo  highly  RrpfeiTe^.  «//r«.  <3^ 
Herewith  he  ?on<;ludenheForty.fifth  Bopki  ^"'^"^'* 
for  the  reft  Jfiti^ipft.  ^'S^". 

^ppHlifiy  diiAmqueceitbf^jtnt  ton  tarn  h$eorificm  Miidimiiu^  >  V^'^.P^ 
d^jvrm^M  babu4§€.    Tit,  Li  v.  4f.  khfintm,      *  ■    " 

■"'  X  J  ^  How. 
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How  Glorious  would  it  b^^  (hould  we  have 
^  the  Reiiiiue  of  the  Hiftory  which  is  loft^  and 
the  Deftription  of  thofe  great  Ttania<%ions  of 
the  following 'J?imcs  J  I  ysrouldlay,  thePard- 
cblars  bF  Scifk^s  ViAorics ,  the  Adopted  Spa 
of  Taulm  Emilim »  who  fubdaed  Af'lca  to  the 
Komans ':  Thofe  Times  wherein  Tbehes,  CbaUi, 
Cirlnthy  Ntmaniia ,  were  feen  levell'd  to  tl^ 
Groiind  ,   and  following  the  Deftiny  of  Car^ 
thagci :  Thofe  Celebrated  Wars  agauift  jfi»g«r- 
thdzxti  Aiitbriiates  ?  Thofe  terrible  Seditions, 
that  be^ah  to  make  Head  in  the  Republic^ 
thrdqglt Cm»/i,  Aiarius  and  SjBas  Abufing  thw 
|*&^er,wtecb  the  5wrf/of their -/Irw/,  confpiring 
with  that  Degeneracy,Abi)ndance  and  Luxury 
h^d  tnfu$*d  into  the  Generality^  and  their  own 
Jfortunehad  given  them  ? 

liV^hat  Cbould  we  fay,  did  there  but  remain 
in  this  mighty  Work  any  Track  of  thofe  great 
Expeditions  of  Sertorlus  into  Sfainy  of  Marius 
upon  the  Cimhri  and  Teutons y  and  ofPowpey  in-  . 
toAJtay  of  C^e/ir  amongft  tht  Gauls,  and  in  all 
the  North  ?    The  mutual  Jealoufy  of  thofe 
Two  Generals,  which  caused  a  Civil  War  ?  The 
Sequels  t>f  that  War ,  fo  Fatal  to  the  Romans, 
which  went  near  the  Deftrudion  o^Romcy  by 
the  Rev61ution  of  the  Government  ?    Finally, 
Ihouldwefec  in  this  Hiftorian ,  thofe  ghaftly 
.     .  Rcprefenftations  of  the  Republick,  ript  open  to 
her  very  Bowels,  by  the  Hands  of  her  own 
o^n  Children  ?    Of  the  Senate  broken  into 
Parties,  of  Italj  in  Diftra(5Hon,  and  all  the  Uni- 
Tetfe   almoft   in'  Diforder    and  Confufion  ? 
Should  we  fee  the  EftabliAxment  of  the  Em- 
pirt  ,  t\k  Death  of  C^far,  ftab'd  by  the  Scr- 
nate-,  the  Triumvirate  of  OBainwy  the  Defeat 
pf  Antony,  the  Triumph  oiMugtifitts,  and  alf  the 
.   ^nea^tObjeds  Off  thofe   qntor(anat<^  Times, 
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inrMbfa  dbdbttofs  made  the  fineft  part  ofl/V/i 
Hiftbry^  a^  bteff^  the  moft  mtmor^lile  Et^ent^  * 
nf  the  iR^oman  Commonwealth  ;  For  why 
ftould  We  not  Reckon  up  aU  the  Benuties  and 
extfMlem  Works  that  came  from  his  Hatid/and 
;md  were  only  toft  through  the  Negligence,  or 
perhlps  Ignorknce,  and  corrupt  Palate  of  the 
ibcceeding  Ages. 

'  Burl  pfStend  not  to  have  Remarked  afl  the 
Delicacies  of  this  Author  ,  I  hav6  only  men- 
tion'd  ihofe  I  my  ielf  was  moft  AfFeaed  with  I 
a  Man  lAuft  go  quite  through  with  him,  that 
would  do  the  Hi ftoHan  JufHce.  And  to  fpe^k 
moi«  freely  upon  the  Point,  he  muft  fetch  :l 
vafter  eompafs ,  than  the  Bounds  I  have  pre^ 
fcrib'd  my  felf  would  admit.  This  may  fufficd 
for  an  Effay,  to  Judge  of  the  reft  by ,  Without 
beiiiig  miftakei^; 


A 


CHAP-    VIIL 

J1:e  Decifion  of  the  ComparifoH. 
N  D  now  having  examined  the  Adi^n* 


tages  and  Difadvant^ges  of  thefeTwo 

Hiftorians  ^  their  Perfons,  their  Genius,  theit 
Subjeas,  theiti  Hiftories ,  and  the  Faults-  and 
Excellencies  of  each ,  it  may  be  determined 
whibh  ought  to  havof  the  Preferetiee.  But 
feeing  they  mutually  Excel  each  other,  in  fe« 
Yecai  Particulars,  to  hold  the  Bahnce  even> 
and^  do  them  all  the  Juftice  that  is  poffible  j; 
Jiere  is ,  in  my  Opinion ,  what  we  ought  to 
think,  and  fay  of  One  and  the  Other.  They  - 
are  both  Equally  above  that  exad  and  fcrujpu« 
lous  Nicenefs ,  which  too  Studioufly  afiedb 
a  perfed :  Regularity  J  iince  they  were  only 
made  for  Great  Things,  and  the  Elevation  of 
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th^v  Oefms,  would  no(  pcrnnyic  them  to  di>op 
to  (b  ijiean  R<s«ar4s;    They  had  in.  the  fa^ 
degree  of  Perteaion^  an  admir^tblejudgoienk 
in  the  Choice  of  their  Tbougbty ,  and  in  e:i(^ 
prefl^ng  them  N^Uy  ;    They  had  a9  exqi^v 
lice  Sepfe  for  f  he  natural  Turn  of  Expreffion, 
which  is  theEfiea  of  a  mature  Judgment  j 
and  they  were  skili'd  in  the  Choice^  of  Words; 
which  enlivened  the  iEf  pre$ons  moft' ,   and 
were  moft  proper  to  declare  (heir  Meaning"; 
thev  were  equally  ind^ftrious  to  avoid  flamy 
^na  glittering  l^or4s3  and  to  ftick  to  the  more 
ordinary  and  fign^icant :  Both  of  them  have 
inore  of  a  Figqracive,  th$tn  a.  proper  Style^ 
Knowing  that  one  m^d^grieaferlmpreffionthao 
|he  other  :  but  tiieir  Difcretion  in  thisPradi(»e 
was  equally  admirable  in  both,  being  ever  hap^ 
py  in  the  Images  and  Reprefentations  of  their 
Thoughts^  wherein  we  may  always  diicover 
tne  Foot-fteps  and  Tracks  of  Nature.    Thus 
there  has  been  but  very'  few  Authors,  every 
way  fo  i|^ccoini{Iif|i'dj  d$  theietwo  Hi|korians; 
for  there  {'s  nothing  out  is  fudicidufly  and  hapl- 
B)ly  Imagin'd  in  chem  both* 
/    They  have  both  a  Sublimits^,  evermaintain'd 
with,  and  ^upded  on  Reafon ;  a  thing  noc 
hnQ^n  to  other  Hiftorians,^   They  boih  cn-r 
deayo^r'd  to  copy  Nature^  an<l  this  they  pro- 
posed as  their  main  £nd«    They  are  )uft  ia 
their  Comparifons^  eafie  iti  their,  Figures^  and 
happy  in  their  Metaphors,    JUvf  is  rider  itt 
his  Ejtpre^on^  is  ipore'  Copious^  and  fuller  of 
Variety,  and  hasmo^^  of  thofe  fafflonst^  Stroke!^ 
tharaffe(5l  (he^  Mind.    Bu(  TiufjfJida/h^s  Et*- 
.    preflidns  ipore /rw^.   Colours  more 'rm-i^/i^ 
gnd  Strcl^ef'n^ote  ih;^^  and  feems  to*  make 
more  forcible  Impreflions -on  theThougfeits 7 
]^e  liHewifQ  gives  more  Ai^iqn  ^nd  Motion  to 
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his  Speech ;  and  by  tnelonhg  a  great' deal  of 
Sdtife  in  a'  litde  room^  he  leaves  more' to  thd 
Iim^natiofi  and  Conje^fture  of  his  Reade^ 
Skat  Uvf  is  fiire  to  pleaie  more^  becaufe  to  the 
Force  and  Vehemence  of  Expreflion^  he  addl 
all  the  Sweethefles  and  Graces  of  Art,  he  Is  at 
Florid  and  Agreeable  as  he  pleafes^  by  th6 
Art  he  has  of  T^mperin?  his  Diicoune^  with 
fuch  fine  and  deHckte  Airs  t  by  giving  ijt  thofe 
enchmting  Turns;  and  by  the  Method  he 
found  oat  of  j(^ning  to  that  Dignity^  upon 
^hich  he  ever  bottoms  his  Difcourfe^  all  the 
£a(inefs  aiid  Simplicity  requiiite  to  make  it 
Natural  Befides  that  £j^  has  a  greater 
abundance  of  Matter,  and  more  Order  and  Va« 
riety'in  the  Eirents  he  reprefents,  there  ii 
moreover  fomething  unaccoimtably  y«fief  and 
iafinuating  in  his  Tranfitions,  which  renders 
him  fo  fkioetfa  and  eafie,  that  in  reading  him. 
a  Man  is  convqr'd  from  one  Subject  to  ano- 
ther, withdut  being  fenfible  of  the  Motion  | 
fo  dextroufly  he  orders  his  Matters,  and  threads 
lus  Diicourfe.  He  marches^  or  makes  a  halt, 
advances,  or  takes  breath,  as  his  Qccalion  or 
\As  Pleafure  is^  and  no  Man  is  aware  of  it. 
The  Griik  \sgrea$  in  his  Words,  and  littU  in  his 
Events,  whith  are  generally  inconfiderable. 
The  Roman  is  gneat  in  both,  and  is  very  lingular 
in  the  Art  he  has  of  drawing  out  at  length  ex- 
traordinary Events,  in  all  tbetr  train  of  Cir« 
cumftances.  ^  For  he  poftures  them  wich  De- 
iign,  and  collets  them  with  Difcretion,  by 
avoiding  all  Superfluous  Particulars  j  and  here* 
in  it  is  he  is  generally  fo  Alluring  ;  for  no« 
thing  engages  a  Reader  more,  than  that  choice 
ofnecejETary  Circiimftances,  fingted  out  from 
thofe  that  arp  lefs  ufeful. 
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y  Nor  are  only  his  I4ai  6  morfe  noble^  hut  sA(6 
the  h£Eun  he  treats  of^  and  th6  Adventuies  he 
ilefcribes^  are  of  more  weight  and  moinent  $ 
and  the  Perfons  he  iotrodaces^  are  of  a  mwe 
exited  Charader :  For  what  can  a  Man  6tdL 
in  ThtcjfMdii  a  Match  for  Hamiksl  and  the  iSi>. 
fio$^  for  PMf^F  or  CMfar  ^  and  all  thofemigb- 
fK Names  the  Roman  Hiftory  abounds  with? 
Agatn^  the  Vertnei  which  Ii«7  propofesi  ][nre* 
fent  tbemielves  in  all  thorns  fmmititUs^  that  is,  in 
their  B^mnngs  and  thdr  Tr^tfs  j  than  wUch 
nothing  can  be  more  detighthd  in  an  Hiftoiy  { 
which  is  neither  IbdiftinA^  nor  fuffidendy  ob*» 
fenr'd  in  Thmydidtgi  -Ueof  has  a  more  rich,  a 
more  embellifli'd^  and  a  more  ftattful  Im^^^ 
tioni  he  has  more  Fire  and  Liveikiefi  in  h» 
£xpre(&)n:  His  ProjeA  is  greater,  and  the 
Cmtrivance  of  his  Defign  more  magnificciit. 
That  Maieftick  Strain  ot  Talking,  which  is 
Natural  to  hka;  that  Elegance  he  fhews.  in 
little  Sabjo6b ;  all  that  adn^rabte  Art  of  Rfae^ 
torick^^With  an  exqoifite  Choice  of  Wordsj 

^  and  all  thofe  other  Qualtties,  which  diftinguitt 
btm  from  the  Reft  of  the  World,  ^re  him  a 
Yaft  Advantage  over  TJtwejMts  ;  who  by  a  diy, 
imfavoary  and  auftere  way  of  Speakings  has 
nothing  by  way  of  Shew  and  Oftentation : 
Whereas  the  other  knows  how  to  manage  all 
this  to  lus  uiib^  and  pradife  it  according  to  the 
^e^ffity  of  his  ^ubjeft,  without  any  appear 
lance  ot  Study  or  Affedation.  And  thofe  fa- 
vourable places  of  Eloquence,  where  one  may 
play  the  Paffions,  and  all  thofe  fecret  Ei^ines^ 
Which  move  the  Soul,  are  much  frequenter  in 
Xft^,  by  reafon  of  thofe  great  Concerns  he  is 
engag'd  in,,  a^d  which  furnilb  his  Hiliory. 
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Th^te  fecms  tpo,  to  hp  in  Ziw  tnore  P»ijty^- 
better  Cpnftrudion^  greater  Olfder  and^I^Leiu- 
laritv^  throMghout  his  t)ifcourfe  :  Which  JJft§r 
€fdid€s  troubled  apt  his  Head  with ;  pajr,  ip 
tome  meafure,  he  afiefted  to  be  Ji/ir^^r/y^n,hji 
ExpreflSons  ;  And  indeed^    he  talks  hak  ot 
War,  efpecially  of  the  Sea^  and  Naval  Expc-. 
ditions^  having  made  that  hisExercife  and  Ejfn*' 
ployment.    But  it  muft  be  confeft^  th^t  Lr^f 
gives  us  a  better  Opinion  of  the  Romn^s,  fhaq^ 
Tliuydiies  of  the  Greeks ;  though  at  the  fdrniBI 
time  they  have  both  purfu'd  the  'Xruth  of  the^ 
HBftorv  ;  and  the  Greek  Hifiman  is  npt  to  b^ 
blanied^  if  the  PartraiSuref  he  copies^  want 
chat  Beauty  which  the  others  have ;  for  «i 
muph  as  be  makes  not  the  Characters,  ()u(  re- 
frefents  them  only.    It  muft  be  own'd  top  tha( 
the  ^tbenioff  people  were  more  intraa^bto  ^ 
and  headftrong  than  the  JtiWiW/;  becaule  t|i^^f 
power  ^vas  npt  poiz'd,  with  fuch  PolitScJc  idEe^ 
Jiums^  as  was.  that  of  Rome  :  And  that  whid) 
was  Haughtlnefs  in  the  Greeks^  was  true  Vertm{ 
in  ih^  Rmnansy  and  aNobleneis  of  SpuU    livj 
W9  had  a  great  Advantage  over  Thucydides, 
from  the  Nature  of  his  Subjbft  j  which  wa^  noi 
only  more  Fortunate^  but  more  Stately  alfo 
and 'Magnificent :  For  'tis  the  Empire  of  the 
World,  'tis  all  the  Univerfe  he  graips  into  his 
Hiftory,  whilft  Tbucjdides  is  con&ied  to  a  little 
Piece  of  a  Continent,  an  inconfiderable  Spot 
of  Ground  :  But  this  may  be  faid  in  his  Com- 
mendation, that  he  has  expreft  more  Artifice 
in  fuoporting  the  Meannels  of  liis  Subjed  j  he 
has  ihewn  a  great  deal  of  Dexterity,  in  im- 
proving fo  harm  and  barren  a  Soil,  into  fo  righ, 
'  and,  in  fome  meafure^  fertile  a  Capacity  j;  and 
herein  confifts  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Merit,  that 
lie.  has  rais'4  fo  Difadvantagious  a  Subjed^  tp 
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(o  J»igh  a  Value  as  it  bears.  It  is  crue^  Livf 
ufces  Pleafiire  to  open  the  growing  Grandeur 
of  the  Repablick  by  degrees^  ftriking  alwayi 
at  hjf  Mark,  which  is  his  Country's  Qlory^ 
fhcfJUes  had  fcarce  fuchThoughts  in  his  Head| 
pc  fraows  the  beaten  Road,  without  turning 
to  the  Right-hand  or  the  Lett* 

Lhys  Beginning  bears  more  Proportion  to 
the  reQ  .of  his  Hiftory ;  but  however  great  was 
M^  pelignj  there  is  nothing  haughty  f p  t^o 
Prop9ficton  of  it  Tbucydidess  Entrance  on  a 
tofiicutar  Hiftory,  is  too  sf^h/erfaL  Ic  would 
bavefervd  for  an  ^xordium  to  a  QeneralViiStovy 
6f  all  Greece^  and  fiavi;  gfven  }i%  a  cdmpleac 
Notion  of  it. 

After  all,  jhey  arc  both  of  them  mighty  Ar? 
tifts,  adniirably  skill'd  in  exprefHng  (hePaf&ons 
in  theif  proper  Chara&ers^  and  Aatural  Co- 
lours, lir^  has  a  fofter,  and  a  fwceter  Hand| 
Thtej/Jides  has  fpmethiqg  ftrangely  Serious  an4 
Grave  in  his  way  of  )painting.  The  Morals  of 
them  both  are  uncprrupt,  pure,  e^ad  and  hoi^ 
neft  J  they  have  great  Principles  of  VertuCj^ 
admirable  Maxims  of  the  PublickGood,  a  no- 
ble Tafte  of  Things,  and  are  very  experienc'd 
in  Decency  and  good  Breeding.  To  this  may 
|>e  added  that  they  are  Equals,  and  Rivals  in 
the  Love  of  Truth  ;  they  are  Men  of  an  un- 
tainted Honeffy,  of  an  inviolable  Fidelity  an4 
Sincerity  on  all  Occafions. 

One  mighf  poflilrly,  (o  pufli  theComparifoti 
^s far  as  it  will  go,  compare  Thu^didas  De- 
fcription,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Eighth  Book, 
6f  the  E^ent,  the  Ncjws  of  the  entire  Rout  ot 
the  Athenians  by  the  SjracuJUn  Army  had,  with 
the  Effea  the  News  of  the  Battel  ac  Canna 
^aus'd  at  Kome.  '  The  Pi(aure  Livy  makes  o^f 
the  Confterriation  the  Peopl{j  QfR^onjfi  were  in, 

.    '         ■'  ""'       aftcf 


Digitized  by  ^ 


ThuCydidcs  and  Livy.  ^17 

afc^r  tbat  Defeat^  is  not  fo  CirdomQantjatcd  as 
chat  of  TbucyJUdeSy  ftuc  it  is  more  grutly  £x«- 
prefs'd.  There  appears  not  thac  Refolution  in 
rbe  Athenians y  as  in  the  People  of  JRoixre,  fop. 
ported  iby  the  Senate,  and  the  Grandees  of  the 
Rifuhiitfo ;  and  all  well  confider'd^  the  Laiini 
Hiftorian's  Genius  ieenis  to  have  the  Afcendanc 
over  the  Grecian's. 

After  all^  'tis  confefs'd^  TtneydiJes  is  much 
exa^ter  in  his  Logick,  chat  he  is  more  Elevated, 
in  his  Reafonings^  that  he  has  a  greater  Prin* 
ciple,  and  nobler  Thoughts^  in  feveral  places, 
than  Livy,  and  that  he  makes  greater  Impreifi-> 
ohs  on  the  Soul ;  but  the  other  is  always  more 
agreeable  and  moving ;  the  one  gives  his  Co- 
lours Strength^  the  other  Charms  and  Liveli« 
ntU,  What  mafterly  Strokes^  what  bold  Ex- 
preffions  are  in  the  former,  what  Variety^  in 
the  latter  ?  *tbucyiides  chufes  rather  to  be  Solid 
than  Polite ;  Livy  has  found  the  Method  of 
being  Solid  And  Polite  together;  and  of  joyn« 
ing  all  the  Elegance  and  Finenefs  of  Words^ 
with  the  Solidneis  of 'things:  The  one  is  great . 
on  no  other  Bottom  than  himfelf ;  the  other 
isTo,  through  the  Nature  of  his  Subjed,  and 
his  manner  of  treating  it.  The  one  has  no- 
thing but  Strength  and  Vigour ;  the  other  ha^ 
the  Art  of  Tempering  that  Mafculine  Vigour 
with  the  fofteft  Charms,  fuch  a  Work  as  his  t» 
capable  of. 

Fihaliy,  to  draw  to  a  Conclufion,  tipy  has 
been  incomparably  happier  in  hisC^^iVe^  in  his 
PtojeSf/  in  the  Perfarfnance  sud  Succefs  of  bii 
Work  J.  which  leads  the  Reader  ftep  by  fltep, 
fripm  contemptible  fiegiW»^i^  through  eittraor- 
dfnary^  and  fometimes  miraculous  ^wnts^  to 
a  glorious  End;  that  reprefents  the  Roman  Peo- 
ple^ rifen  from  a  hfe  and  fcandaUus  £xtra<^ioi&>^ 
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eo'fabAar  Pinacle  of  Gloiy,  as  never  ?eopfe 
yet  arriv'd  to  :  This  Hiftoiy  difplays  all  the 
Mbcions  arid  Progrcfs  of  that  Glory,  through 
ifrObftaClcsand  Oppofitiom^  which  malce  it 
appfeajr  the  Brighter:  and  itdifplays  that  grow- 
ing Gteataels,  conduded  to  its  higheft  Pitcih 
aiitf  Elevation,  through  all  the  feveral  Degrees 
of  its  PcrfeiJHon.  This  is  the  thing  wherein 
ie  isfo^  Admirable:  For  nothing  is  fo  Charihing 
arid' Delightful,  as  ttDfee  thcfRepreferitationor 
the' Beginnings  and  Birth  of  things,  gradually 
increfafirtg^,  and  a  great  Defign  methodically  ac^ 
cofh^Mid'y  and  brought  to  its  Perfedion :  In 
wlixtjH  point,  Tbucydides\  Hiftdry  is  nothing 
c6ftTf)^Sble':  The  Pekponne/tan^SLr^  which  is 
ttic  htihdpsX  Defigu,,  aims  at  nothing  but  the 
Wfeikfeirig  the  two  States*  that  drove  for  the 
'Artpltc  pi  Greece.  The  Succeffion  of  that  War 
hSai'riOfhirig  of  Connexion  or  Coherence  j  it  is 
irttferiWpfred^-by  a  multitude  of  Occurrences 
thkt'Hkye'rio  Analogy  to  tifje  End  of  it  ;  and 
th'af  El'ild  ii  neither  happy  for  the  one  nor  the 
oiheR-'Thus  it  leaves  the  Reader's  Mind  dif- 
cofttettted^atieaft  very  little  fatisfy*d  with  a 
Stb\y,  whereof  it  retains  n'o  Idea,  but  of  iJ^/- 
teli  ^xtii  OfahbnU 

Bbtl^'fo;  then  the  Coniparlfon  df  there/w/o 
Authors' \^^tty  unequul^  zna  Livy  has  much  the 
bfett'er^of  ih'ucydiies }  which  yet  I  cannot^  ab- 
folutely  agree  too,  if  a  Man  confiders  them  by 
thettifelves,  andintheifPerfohalMcrit:  lacM  , 
tdoV  tftat  probably  Tirfr/i/iV/fir  had  excelled  i/V/, 
hidMxet^en  'equally  happy  in  the  Choice' of  a 
Sob^^ftVPorhe  is  not  at  all  Inferior  to*  Hifri, 
in  the;natura;l  Solidity  of  good  Senfe  ;  in  that 
£xa(Snefs,  or  rather  Severity  of  Reafon  that 
accompanies  all  he  fays :  I  queftian  too,  whe-^ 
ther  Liv/  argues  always  in  the  Jufrnefs  oiThu* 
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€f  Aides ;  \i$  true^  he  has  always  a  Nobienefs  of 
Bxwcmott  itt  his  Narrattoo;  hot  •ets-  toi.lwr 
iiuuuicu^  wnccner  nc  nas  aii  cnav  jiiiipiiviij  ^ 
which  fhould  go  into  the  Charader  of  a  perfect 
Hiftorian. 

Thus  then,  to  JecuU  the  Cctoroverfie  and 
pceciiely  to  declare  the  Trefermc$,  it  is  jreqjoi* 
lit|9^  wc^  ri^tum  jtp.t&e  Sratiag  tttt  eflfntiaB 
Charader  of  an  Hitloriah ,  and  determine 
whether  Truth  is  all  that  is  requir'd  in  him; 
whether  it  is '  enough  meerly  ^to  recom- 
mend Truth  to  our  Unierfianding  ^  and  not 
endea^r.  it  to  oui;  Jffe^mts^  by  his  mamer 
of  fpeaking^  and  describing  it ;  for  Simpli* 
city  is  all  that's  requir'd  to  a  Difcourfe,  to 
dilcover  the  Truc^  x)f  it  t  But  to  make  the 
Reader  in  love  with  it,  when  orelented  to 
himj,  there.  910^  be  a  great  oeal  more^ 
there  muft  be  Pmfy  of  jL^|ii4gfi  N^Uemfi  of* 
ExpreJ/lom ,  Lcfiiuffi  of  Tbmghi',  .  and.  much 
Variety  in  his  Narration  :  It  ought  tO  be 
known,_  whether  Truth  is  not  charming  and 
attra^iveT "enough ',  ' cHrougH  Ttr own  native' 
Brhhnefs,  and  naked  Simplicity^  without  the 
a(Eft4nce.  of  ^P^im  and  Artifia  ;  and  whe- 
ther me  is  not  fpoil'd  of  her  natural  Or- 
t^wfinff^  atjid  fuch  as  really  become  her,^ 
by,  that,  cuftomaiy  Wafli  sind  Drefi'they  be^ 
ftpjlftqnjjer^  tbriffo,  then  Thucjdides,  who 
hasi  iliua.  nioft  Plainnefs  and  Simplicity,  4$^  to 
be  pijreferr'd  before  Livy :  And,  on  the  contra-^ 
ry,  if Tjujh  ought  to  become. Agreeable  and 
Ivorely^  by  the  Cl^arms  and  Beauty  of  Di(^ 
cpurii^  Uvy  muftjbe  awarded  the  Precedence. 
Here  i^ibmething  toexercife  nice  and  curious  , 
Wits,  to  whofe  Sentence  I  refer  my  own,  be- 
S9g  not  confident  .and  bold  enough  my  felf,  to 
p^thQFerdiSf, 
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The    PREFACE. 

NE  VE  R  v>ds  there  ftich  an  1$cb  in  Attti 
after  Tbilofoffy^  Of  there  u  n&w  a^daj/^ 
and  never  were  there  fev/er  trtie  Vhi^ 
lofofbers.     They  magme,farjietb.  thai . 
a  ebance'  Hit  in  Cbjmifirj,   cr  the  KnawUdie  if 
fome  Figures  in  Geomttrj^  ijualifies  a  Man  fir  a 
Tbilofofber ,  and  entitles  Him  t^  Jiff  ate  it  with 
Plato  or  Ariftocle.     ButThey  are  ff-offy  mifia^^ 
ken;  true  Vhilofofby  is  fometbing  more  noble ^  ti 
neither  the  Smoak  of  an  Akmhick^  nor  the  W$nJ^ 
ings  of  a  Fair  ofCompaJfes,  that  can  form  aPBilo^ 
fofher.     The  Exferienae  of  Cbjrnifirj  in  iis  Formi  . 
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fnaj  indeed  read  U  a  Pfyjhal  CeHaihfjy  b^  cah 
never  coine  up  to  a  Di00^raHan  ;  and  the  mofi 
aecomplifh'd  Geometrician y  as  Ammonias  obfervei]  Atrimori. 
^M  ne'tJer  pretend  to  much  Wifdom  oi^ithout  being  a^^  ^f^^' 
Metaphyfician.     True  Vhilofopbj  then  not  being  to  be  ^lif)jjif^ 
attain  d^  but  by  tbe^  Knowledge  of  ofher  Arts  and  Sci-  tibui^us 
(mceSy  tbere.will  be  ref4ijitei  berem$to  a  folid  Judg^  ^liy  ut  ai 
h9ent.  Depth  .of  Thought;  great  Study ^  M  mUcb  ^^^^^h 


hefs  of  Mind,  Conjtancy,  FidVity,  and  good  found  J j^J^  f^' 
Senfe^  true  Pbilofiphy,  which  tis  indeed  nothing  e/fe  J^''^  §J. 
than  to^  be  a  Map  of  true  Reafon  and  true  Vertue  •  yi^  H-n 
hor  dees  this  Secret  cmjiFl  in  thofe  fubtil  'Refine'  iyipnif^e^ 
fHents  o/Logick,  ihofe  tiew  t>eticacies  of  Morality  ;  •^J^f' 
nor  in  thofe  ridiculous  Whims  in  Thyfich^   which  are  ^  |^ 
now  fo  mdch  alamode^    Tbii  new  Northern  P^^''<?- plat.  E- 
fophy^  fo  much  now  iiti^Dgue,  appears  to  me  wry  pift.  ad 
falfcy  in  thatj  by  'rMeafing  the  Mind,  and  freeing  Arift, 
it  ftom^all  Fatigue  .and  Labotir^  it  negteSls  and  con-- 
ietnns  thofe  necejfary  Preparations  to  found  lieafon- 
ihg  and  deep  Speculation ,  confining  and.  limiting  it  . 
feJfto  dry  unprofitable  Operations^  which  haiJe  nO" 
thing  folid  ^nd  fubfiantiat  in  theni^  becaufe  not  fup^ 
ported  and  maintained  by  Reafon. .   l<tothing  can  bi 
more  Pantafiical  than  to  pretend  to  reduce  the  gene-' 
ral  Extent  of  this  Science  within  the  Compafs  of  a 
fea>    Experiments  and  Defiillation  j     and  by  thofe 
three  Principles  of  Salt,  Sulphur,  und  Mercury, 
fofoolijbly  to  fearchfpr  that  JJni'Verfal  Spirii^  which 
is  utterly  Chimerical.     ^Tif  thefe  new  Philofopbers  ^ 
thefe  fuperficialy  halflvitted  People ^  that  appear  thtk 
again fi  the  ancient  Philofophy^  and  endechmr  to  cry 
it  down ^  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  modern  Sypempi^e^ 
judicial  to  good  Morality  and  deJfruBiiJe  ofReligiori:         "  .   * 
This  is  what  ought  to  engage  ali  thofe  thai  are  Well 
iiffeBed  to  this  ancient  Pimofdphy^  ioj^ow  thenifepjei 

li  ^ealomf 
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Siqjddin  zialom  ip  its  Defence^  ^bUh  St.  Thomas  yJ  bigb^ 
ff^Im  ^  ^^^^^^^h  ^^^  which  was  rf  Jignal  AJuvantaga 
iwmdtur  ^^  H^^  ^^  the  explaining  the  M/fieries  ,fff  our  Faith, 
repugnAjit  and  which  woi  never  fctmi  to  befalje^  but  in  the 

Fidei,  i^  falfe  Ufe  that  bat  been  made  of  it. 

tud  fi9H  eft 

k  FbiUf^hii  defumptuMy  fed  ex  Ejm  $bufu  precedbre  petefi  ttf  K»ieitis 

JkfeHum:  nsm  Verumdtm  Ver^  mile  paStt  repmndre  pctep.  St.Ihonu 

ia  Comment,  ad  Lib.  Trin.  q.  x.  Art  3. 

Thi  wai  the  principal  Reafcn  that  frevaitd  on 
me  to  write  of  the  Pbilofophy  ^Placo  and  Ariftotlc  j 
not  out  of  any  Dejign  to  infpire  into  the  Men  of  our 
Age  a  vain  Spirit  of  Curiofity^  but  to  teach   thqje 
that  are  truly  faithful^  the  life  which  ought  to  fie 
made  efPhilofipby  in  order  t^  render  it  firvieeable 
to  our  Religion  ;   and  to  convince  tbem  that  ti^e 
Knowledge  of   the   Ancients  and  good  Learnings 
Jhoud  be  the  common  and  ordinary  IVeapons  for  a 
Chrifiian  to  defeat  Error  arfd  Impofiure  with,     for 
*Philefo'   this  Reafon  ,*  TertuUian  hmetcfcre  exhorted  the 
pbari  not    Cbrifiians  of  bis  Time  to  fumijh  themfelves   with 
%^tP    'P^'M^fhy  f^  ^**  ^^^^  4f^fi!^&  ^*^  Hereticks  that 
TertuL*  fitch' d  their  Arguments  from  it  j  and  the  Emperor 
lib.de  re.  \  ]n\\zn  forbad  the  Study  of  Learning  and  Pbilofo* 
fur.  pby^  becaufi  he  feard  the  Truth.     Upon  the  fame 

jAtnob.  jiccount  (|  St.  Bafil  compos  d  a  Homily  to  engage  thi 
tra  eentes.  Chrifiians  ioftuiy  Heathen  Books y  in*  order  to  prop 
II  BefiL  in  by  their  Lights^  after  the  Example  of  Mofes  and 
Homily  Daniel  j  and  *  St.  Cyril  again fi  Julian,  and 
*  C;r/7.  in  |  Xhcodoret  in  his  Hi^ory,  and  many  others  of 
cmrt'^U'  ^^^  Pothers  have  done  the  fame.  This  is  what  I 
Uxn.  principally  defignd  in  this  ff^ori,  which  I  apt  per" 

i  Theod.  Lfuaded  may  be  offome  XJje^  cimjidering  the  Circum^ 
wvf  ^lii  fi^^^^^  of  the  Times  we  live  in.  Others  perhaps  mat 
ehior  CaL  ^^  ^  ^^^  f^^^  Chinion,  if  without  fuj^ering  them^ 
i9C*  X.  fehes  to  be  blinded  by  the  Calmnefs  and  Trofperity 
our  Religion  at  prefent  enjoys  in  the  mofl  fiourifflsing 
Condition^  they  will  but  refleff  upon  thaf  fcrniciom 
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Itni  defiruSive  hch  of  Curiofity  that  hoi  fihad  it, 
fdfwif  Germany^  ani  upon  that  new'  Spirit  if 
Vbikfopby^  which  ragu  throughout  the  whole  Norch^. 
and  JireSfy  tends  to  downright  Uberthijm.  I  woud 
not  he  herehjf  thought  to  reprehend  the  commendable 
Lahours  TtitbicB  many  learned  Men^  both  in  England 
and  Francci,  have  bejiawd  in  the  Study  of  Natu^ 
ralPhilofifiyy  nor  to  findjthe  leaSl  Fault  with  that 
Applicatim  und  hdtiftrf  they  bfhit  iksidHly^  to^  en^ 
rich  with  new  Experiments  foneo^ffary  a  Science :. 
But  tbie  I  engage  to  maintain,  that  trMe  Philofophy 
can  never  hope  to  Jkmifhy  unldfs  fi^ported,  by  fro^^ 
found  Learning,  and  a  perfeii  Knowledge  of  Anti* 
^uity.  '  And  in  this  I  appeal  to  what  h^  been  fot-,  ^ 

nterlffaid  by  Plutarch,  thut  upon  the  Knowledge  of 
Natural  Philofophy  onlf,'iss  Prefumption  to  attempt 
to  decide  any  thing}  and  that  being. sUlfd  in  Lop^S; 
alone,  begets  a  Spirit  of  ContradiSion,  it  creator  a 
wrattgling  Utiribm  Tamper ,  and  difpofes  'a  Man  to 
tmrtinim  Dj^pt^es^  To  attain,  to  PhUefof^y,  we 
inuB' begin,  with  Loffck  }  and  nwacoft  tmderjland^ 
Logick  well,  but  he  that  if  frfi  an  exceBent  Mhta^ 
fhyfician^  •  Tbefig  feveral  Parts  of  Philofophy  do.fi 
mutually  aid  and  affifi  each  other ^  that  m  impoffi^- 
hie    to  feparate    therH    li^itooui    endangering   the 

This  is  what  nu^  U  Uarnd  from  this  fVbrk  j  at 
hafifrom  hence  it  may  be  plainly  feen  by  what  Di-^ 
pees  Plato  and  Ariuocle  became  fuch  great  Phih* 
fophers.  I  have  begun  with  the  Hiftory  oftbeirPer'^, 
fons,  without  difguipng  the  leafi  Circumfiance  of 
thtir  Lives,  the  better  to  reprefent  them  ifi  their  own^ 
proper  Conditions,  t  have  explain  d  their  Method 
in  the  Second  Part,  to  (hew  how  we ,  ought  to  fiisdy 
them  J  arid  in  the  Third  I  have  difplayd  their  Do^ 
Brine,  not  in  ai  the  Particulars  of  it,  whi^h  peither, 
our  Language  can  exprefs,  nor  the  nice  Palates  of 
this  preJeHt  Age  relijh  ;  but  only  in  itt  Principles  ,  in 
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ipilcb  I  hav€  tmUavBur^J  to  cmtraS  my  felf,  that  I 
might  nd  become  iifagreeable  by  too  drj  a  Bifcufftm^ 
Oi  tt  Tteatife  of  tbm  Nature  might  fopbfy  be^  were 
it  to^^XM&4  Ifroeeed  to  explain  in  the  pourtb  Part 
the  Ofinims  ^tbe  Father i  upon  the  DoSrine  of^hlrfe 
t^o  PbHofofhers,  to  teaeh  the  World  ^^t  Judg^ 
Tnenty  and  'what  Ufe  ou^t  to-be  made  if  tb&nf/wfo 
that  of  the  Primitivi  Cibrifiians.  I  coufkde  tbur 
Work  ^bfime  Chrifiian  RefleSfions,  that  it  may 
be  frefitable  to  tbofithat  jhaS  read  it.  Aud^  that 
none  may  refroach  me  for  the  Turity  of  my  hten^ 
tkmsyldoctare^tbat  lamdemm^no  Opinions  but  fucb 
Of  are^  diffmant  to  Religion.        •    < 

jisthe  Romans  had  no  Philtfopheref  Merit  s^ 
fffongfi'tbem  eomparable  to  Ariftocle^  /  fiund  my 
fi^  obligd  to  dravj  the  Companfon  between  two 
Greeks^  in  order  to  make  aJuftOfpofition^^  andfo 
to^uitmy  GenenilDefign  of  comparing  the,  ^twlis 
mtb  the  Romans^  wicb  I  bad^at  firft-propos^d^  tm 
let  the  World  fee  that  the  Romum^furpafr'd  fhe> 
Greeks  at  far  inMatten  of  Learpiug^  -^a^-^  ^  did 
J  in  the  Power  and  Suocefs  of  their  Aftm^  except  only 
in  Philofdphyy  andintfmt  Poi^m  Kofn^  mu^  gi^ue 
the  Prrference  to  Athensi        ,.';./       x 
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CHAP,     t 

Tbe  ^fapofitioH  of  the  i)efign. 

i  H  £  De5gfi  of  Hr^wing  a  Cofiii<arifet| 
between  PUpo  md  Arifi^tU  /  h  what 
a<?mirs  of  fo 'ifeuch  Difficulty,  that 
fotric  may  ^offibly  think  it  4  R^  and  Bold 
UnAectiJ^g.  For  iti  the  Profecutlon  thereof, 
I  (hall  bk  obUg'4  nfot  only  ta  pafs  a  Judgment 
npon  Twoofthe  Wifeft  Men  ambngft  the 
Adcietus,  but  ttkewife  to  determine  whether 
th)&  leverflil  Opinion  of  thofe  Authors  who 
have  fpoke  of  then^,  are  well  or  ill  grounded  j^ 
and  whether  the  differem  Palates  of  every 
A:ge  have  tfivly  reli^'d  their  Dod:rines ,  or 
not  ?  So  ebar  to  what  Side  foever  I  incline^ 
I  fhall  onavQidaWy  cxpofc  my  (elf  in  Form- 
ing a  Judgment  contrary  to  th^t  of  fo  many 
Great  Mtts;  which  will  uhtkHibtftdly  require 
mote   tabour,  an4^  Trouble   than  I'at  firi| 
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pirdpos*i|r  "Put  when  I  do  but  coofklef  what 
a  Crowd  of  Cotntnenutors  have  for  thefe  two 
^houfand  Years  iiird  par  Libraries  with  an 
infinice  number  of  Volumes^  I  cannot  be  per- 
ifiiaded  that.  I  an  able  to  add  any  thing  tQ 
w^at  they  l)aye  already  prit  j  and  tbefor^  Qiall 
content"^  my  felf  barely  to  give  an'  Impartial 
Account :  i  •  Of  the  Merit  of  TIato  and  Ari^ 
ftotk ,  and  whatever  relates  to  their  Perfons. 
2.  Of  their  Method.  -  ;.  Of  their  Dodrine. 
And  laftly^  Of  the  varkms  *  Opiiuons  the 
l^earned  have  entertain'd  of  their  Works;  and 
the  dtfierent  Efteem  their  ^SeAs  have  met  wit^ 
in  every  Age. 

It  may  be  faid  indeed^  that  thus  to  Treat  of 
Anpi<^np  Pbilofophy  and  Philofophers ,  is  not 
according  to  (he  I|umour  of  the  Times ,  ii) 
which  Novelty  (6  much  j^ftvails ,  and  New 
Theories  are  only  in  Vdga^*;  nor  according  tq 
fhe  TaQe  of  the 'Wits  of  the^Prefeiit  Age,  who 
are  all  for  Schemes  of  Philofophy  of  their 
pu^n  drawing ,  f6r:Hyt>ochefe8  after  their  mm 
Faibioo :  For  never  certainly  werp  t\)sto 
before  feen,  fo  many  Maxims  ot  Moridity^  fo 
many  Methods  oi  Xogtpk ,  ^nd  Syftems  o*f 
pbyHdcs.  But  not^rfthftaiiding  all  this>  diere 
are  ftill  left  fome  Perfow  ef  fuch  Free  dnd 
iSen^rous  Spipits;  'a$  not  to  be  Biafs'd  by  thefe 
Common  Prejudt<ies;  who  have  no  I>i4(^ft  of 
Atidquity^  but  ackbo^ledge  the  Truths  onder 
Wbacfoever  Colours  It  appear. 

It  is  no  fpnall  Difficulty,  in  a  D^figtt  of  thi^ 
Importance  ,  to  know  how  exaiSlly  to  diftin- 
guifh  thus  Intprefts  of  ofir  Religion^  frcHn  th« 
M^xirns  of  (he  ^tSts  that  bear  the  Names  of 
f  hefe  Two  Qreac  M(sn ;  and  to  examine  into 
fhe  Good  or  III  Ufe  the  Primitive  Chriflians 
|p{id«  pf  jh?  Prophafie  Rcafofling^  of  Ti^lofifhl 
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and  tt  the  £ime  tiiae  to  prefenre  entire  sltiA 
lATiolable^  that  Veneration  which  is  due  to 
ehofe  Fathers  of  the  Church  y  wfao  borrow'd 
their  Arguments  from  Paganifm ,  to  (iphold 
Chriftianity,  and  to  fapi)ort' the  Articles  of 
ottr  Faith.  For  to  focceed  in  an  Attempt  of  this 
Nature^  it  will  he  requifire ,  that  we  have  firft 
a  compieat^  perfeA  and  profound  Knowledge 
of  their  Doctrines.  And  this  will  oblige  me 
CO  vmenrpeirih!?  X^ifeuffion-wkh  the  great^ft 
Cireumfpedion  ^  and  to  advance  no  farther  in 
fo  nice  a  Point,  than  I  (lull  think  necefCwy  for 
the  clearing  of  my  SttbjeA. 

To  Write  with  any  Agreeableoefs,  on  a 
Matter  fo  dry  and  barren  as  Vbikfifbjy  may  be 
aiiother  Difficulty,  confidering  the  delicate 
Tafte  the  Men  ox  this  Age  have ,  even  to 
Excels.  It  is  in  vain  for  an  Author  to  pre- 
tend to  make  his  Works  acceptable  ,  by  the 
Importance  of  the  TiuMs  he  Treats  about^ 
untefi  he  afieA  the  Reader  with  fome  Addi- 
ritmal  Pleaiitrei  But  I  am  fenfible  ^  that  I 
neither  can  y  nor  indeed  ought  to  Study  the 
Beautfie&ol  Laagttage^upona  lubjed  fo  Grave^ 
which  will  di  it  ftlf  afford  another  fort  of 
jPleafure^  perhaps  not  lefe  entertaining.  For 
it  cannot  bi^  be  very  deltghtful,  to  fee  how 
hirge  a  Progrefi  Humane  Reafon  can  mako^ 
Urbenenly  {^tded  by  her  own  Light.  No  Perfon 
certainty  ev^r  carried  itfo  high  as  Vlauzn^  Arl^ 
fictUi  and  yet  was  their  Sight  fo  dim  upon 
feveral  ^ofpeds  ,  tliat  the  Errors  into  which 
they  are  fel'nyfor  want  of  the  Light  of  Faith;, 
are  atone iuSicient  to  abate  the  Pride  of  Min^ 
Aiid  thifrat  l$afl  may  be  one  Advantage  to  be 
gathered  from  this  Difcourfe.  I  hope  alfo,  that 
what  J  Jhall  fay  of  the  Doarine  o(  thefe  Two 
Philofophers^  Wi\\  not  prove  altogether. ulelefc 

Y  4  an^ 
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•  prcpoifeft'd  witl>,  tt^  Fancy  of  New  Opinions 
hit  before  I  fp?ajfe^uy  thing  pf  thiePerfonftl 
Merit  pf  ^/i??^  jix^^  4rifi<^^3  'Wijl  te  proper  (o 
tearch  a  little  into  tbe  I^ife  and  Pfogrefs  of 
TbUofQfbj.,  ;^  pqqfider  the  Stated  ^ndi  Condi- 
tion icw4sitij  ;vif hen  tit)e£b  Jmo  Crpav  M«a 
4rft  apipear'fl  W:|:^  Wwl^* 

^^      e  H  A  p.    II. 

Pf  themrth  0/  TBI  to  SQfPHr, 
t  4Mi/'  (^. its  State  and  Cm(hti<m  htfwe 
' ;  Plato  and  Ariftotle. 

THE  P^iV^7  which  I  io^iidtQ  fpetic 
of^  is  not  that  which  naw'^a^days  inakes 
fo  oiuch  |4oife  in  «fa^  World  with  ic»  Dif|E>ates5 
which  are  mingled  with  unncceflary^Heat  and 
Paffion.  The  Wifdwi  which  .^^/ilr  and  Vhu 
admir'd,  avoided- all  Contefts^  asd  fix'diC'felf 
folely  upon  the  Truth^TheUniverfai  Principtesi 
ypon  which  It  fbrm'd  Its  Precepts,  was  good 
i^enfe^  which  ferv*d  as  a  Guide  to  Govern  and 
pirec^  tliie  Outward  ,  and  Inftruifl  the  Inward 
Klan  :  It  alone  tracd  Things  up  to  thetf 
proper  Fountains  .j  It  taught  Reaibntobe  fiib* 
jed  to  certain  Rules,  by  which  it  might  ooor 
firm  aad  ftrengtl^en  idfelf  againft  all  ^oubt^ 
Error  and  Opinion^  and  continue  cpniaht^and 
unfhaken  in  its  Notions  of  Things^  and  calm 
that  Natural  Inquietude  that  To  inceflantly  toi%» 
ments  the  Mind..  And  in  6ne;  it  bent  itfei£ 
wholly  to  render  Man  Happy,  by  difcovering 
^  '-"      "  tp 
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toHm  the  Principles  of  Things ,  and  fliewhig  F^ihe^ui 
bim  how  they,  did  OrigiodUy  Enift.    So  t haD  P^  ^^ 
of  all  Scieiices  this  iithemoft  Noble  ^  ^^^'fXe^'^ 
fao&  Pxo5fable>  and.  the  moA  Adrantagiom  to  fauvirg. 

Thoi^h  the  Oflgipal  Mof  thitPM^i^/  bo  ^ 
^h(car$  ^ .  aad  we-  lia4e  mi  xiertain  AcoDuiit  of  ' 
its  Birth  find  NatifUyi  yet  all  are  agreed  that  . 
the  Greeh  were   the  firft  Pbil&fopbers  in  the 
Workk    I^fbtK  ebat'QiherlOaeians^wluch 
wecjBfVCore  them^  iuid^aK.nowledge  ofibniQ     •  .^     < 
'^Mt^qfrPiilffcf^,  iwhkhj  according  to  the 
N^c^re^  Situatictfi  of  their  Country  9  Nece^  -  ^      .* 
ritj^Kti^grftMiflMfsof  all  Sciences,  had  in** 
fin^a^d   them  in.  as   tkeir  fevcral  Occafiom 
requif  4«    ThMlihft  ^c^jff^Ma^  began  to  ob^  \gir  ^ 
l^rve^  %hp  £b))8  and;floi)tts.of  the  J^Kir,  and  Mof^Aninuh 


becwe^  thofe  F<rAiiit  .who^  had  Cultivated  »^j^»^i- 
tlip.  Ground  ,  thay  invented  the  firft  Princt-  ^j^^ 
pl^  q[  GeoiBetry^    And  as  that  Naidon  was  .*^^  : 
▼ery  much  given  wf  to  SaoerftitfOfl ,  their  piMimmg 
Vi'lffis  t^  the  Advantage  <rf  their  Weaknefs,  f^^  iw- 
fHHl  cftmpos'd  a  a^igion  of  a  fort  of  Theo-  f^J^ 
logy,  fionibunded^witb  Variety  of  Myfteries  j  q^  .^^ 
of  which  ,  their  Figures  and  Hkroglyphicks      * 
gjy^Uibut  agrofsi/w,  ^ 

The  JJffriam ,  who  Itv'd  in  a  large  open    , 
champaign  Country^  having  nothing  to  hinder 
thfifirii  from  contempladng  the  Stars ,  were  th^ 
^rft  that  obferv*d  their  Motions.     And   th^   - 
?  ChafJeafu,  who  were,  ^iraong  thefe  People,  ai 
ifHt  of  Philofopbers,  tum*d  this  $peGulation  *^^^^*«'' 
ipto^an  Art  of  Foretelling  things  to  come.  In  ^T^^^ 

[olmiaqtte  ingeTiiorum  unucdlunt.    Cic  dc  Divinat,  /A.  t. 

.  fine. 
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tjMmku^  fini,  the  PkffMMv  ^  who  were  near  the  Sea^ 
g^Jif*  dkew  tnocher  coafiderahle  Advantage  from 
fSattth  *^  Knowledge  of  die  Scan  x  by  obferring 
life  'or0-  dioie  OKMc  paitiodailjr^  whote  Goorfes*  might 
€Ui9  mm0^  be  of  ofe  to  them  in  Nangation :  In  wfa^ 
^^JJIf/^diey  fpccecScUd  foweU^  that  they  were  tbo 
^SSt  foft  that  fiMttulont^  that  there  was  a  fix  d  Point 
cor.r«c.  towrdt  die  Pole,  by  which  Pilots  might  fecore- 
^f-    ly  Steer. 

*^S^      All  thefe  People  were  acquainted  with  thefe 

^ffSkiiH  tl^igs  only  from  Experience  and  Obfenration, 

4te.  Arte,  having  not  yet  reduc'd  the  Knowledge  they 

jfMf  TulL  had  acqnir'd  into  any  Plrecepts.Tis  pretended^ 

Mrcmim  Trifmeg^mt^  and  Orfkus  the  Philofo* 

pher  9  of  which  the  Arft  was  an  Epftism ,  the 

1^,^^  l»,^  leoond  aT^raoM,  were  tbe-firft  that  began  to 

^.  X.       '  eftabhikany  Rnle  in  theSciences;  but Orfbemsj^ 

aocttding  to  Origm ,  is  ret y  6ilfe ;    and  the 

O^f^^^nrr.  pretended  Work  of  Tfifn$e0m  islook'd  npon 

^''       by  the  Wife  Mien  of  later  Ages,  as  foppofid- 

tioas.»    That  likwifowhich  is  faid  of  Zm^gfires, 

Ki^  tf  '^t-BMOrumt ,  and  Vukam  the  Son  of 

Xicrtr  Li*  King  NUms,  whom  Scthn  menrions  in  Lsetthts  j 

€.1.         thatthry  were  more  andjsnc  than  Orfheus  and 

Trifim^h^'j  appears  to  me  fo  Fabulous ,  that 

^lamon  t  can  lay  nothing  to  ic^    A^^for'thej^fiM/^  who 

f^r?*  ^'^ere  without  dilpntc  the  fiift  Wife  Men^  being 

iS!a  ^f$  ^^®  ^^  People  in  the  World  j  they,  'ti*  plain, 

mut^H  confin  d  themfelves  wholly  to  the  Study  of 

MJUmt     their  Religion  ,  without  the  leoft  Appiicadon 

Jtefj^^  to  Philofophy.    It  is  title  indeed,  tbc  Holy 

^i^fuit  ^^ip^uf^  Informs  us,  that  ^S^hnun  wasagt^at 

iijm^  Nacuraliftj  and  that  he  had  the  mod  perfect 

six^  vo-  K^nowledge  of  Plants  and  Animals,  but  it  tells 

JP***^  us  not  of  any  thing  that  he  left  behind  hirn^  in 

"S^lSSL  Writing  concerning  this  Knowledge. 

Keg.  #.  4,       The  Original  therefore  of  Philolopi^y  ought 

^  3r         not  to  be  taken  higher,  th^jn  ?h€  Time  of 
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TbsksMd  l^r^p»^;  who  bq|$Mi  to  mtke  a 
pukltckaficiopefiPraMioaorii..  TlmkivrnM 
4  fhmeum^  wt  diraUifig  ac  J£<m«i^  the  Ca« 
piul  Cicy  of  M0,  wu  catted. <fa&  AHfr^^ 
Ti^beUevd,  thaC:be^4criY'4if<mitb6t<<Gx;y^ 
49/  hb  Elements  o(  Qeometvy  and^iJiiedofiiy^ 
Se«  ^/iii  affiiret  us^  that  be  .took  the  Prmoh 
pies  of  his  PhiloM^  from  the  Works  of  lib. 
^fer.    He  was  che  /irii  that  ohfer?'4  the  Solfti*  SilUmef^ 
ces  ^aiMhEqainoxes,  ami  that  4ifcover*d  to  the  '/^  *^ff; 
Tbenkums  the  Rerolttcion  of  the  litde  Boar^^'J^ 
about  the  Pde.    He  Tavqgbt^  that  Water  was  tHfvif% 
the  ficft  Principle  of  aU  thiiags,  <and  that.Hoim*'  fi^dmk. 
dity  was  the  uaiverfal.  Caufe  of  Generation  :  |^^^ 
^e  was  calW,  the  <irft  Wife  Man  amongft  the  nS!^^ 
Greeks.    Thofe  Others,  to  whom  the  People  491!  imh 
foon  after  gave  that  Title,  left  behind  ihem  emfim 
jTooie  Reflexions  upoQ  Morality,  of  .which  Ln*  ^^. 
frtim  has  made  a  fmall  Colleaion,  but  without  lu^uI^ 
the  leaft  Ordei:  pr  Cpnn«xion.     PAertfijidef,         ] 
who  wai  a  Sjftian,  m^  tb^  lirft  that  Writ  coo- 
kerning,  the  (inivetfal  Principle  of  KfttOfO : 
Tysb^gorwi  was  his  Scholar,   and  Hides  yf^t 
piade  Hdrto  his  Writings^  which  P^yw^i^ 
fent  him  juft  before  he  died. 

4nai^andify  who  ftudii^l  uodat  T^i!s/,  en-  Iser.  t, 
riijh'd  Mnifelf  Avith  nfew  Obfecrati^ns,  fiich  ^s  Thcofv 
bis  M^fter  had  already  made  ^  .hediftioguifli'd  S  aa? 
ithe  four  Elemonts,  he  pW d  the  ^rth  in  the 
pentr^  of  the  Univerfe,  and  by  this  Situation 
yiras  thei.  Firft  that  made  up  a  Syftem  of  tb^ 
World.    His  |i;.i)owledg{^  Ukewifc  extended  fo 
far  as  tq  make  a  CQqiputation  of  the  Bignefs  of 
fhe  Sun  and  Moon,,^nd  to  meafure  the  true 
Piftanoe  between  ,the  ^arth  and  thofe  two 
.  great  Luminaries.     So,  that  by  this  diftin^ 
Knowledge  of  the  Nature  of  things  which  he 
^rft  taught,  t)9  tner^ce^  among  ^he  Greeks  th^ 
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Tide  rf  the  Fbunder  of  Philofephy.    Pj/tSi^^ 

rsf,  arrivVl  to  the  fame  Glory  in  Jtalj/j  and  we 

cemiot  •  bwown  that/  in  cMs  firft  Age  wliich 

pifi\i  between  fythsgotatsisA  PUtc,  and  wUdi 

wii  traly  the  Age  of  the  Birth  of  Philofophy  • 

this  Seientie  made  a  gre^Kter  Progrefs  in  bafy 

than  in  Oruciy  becaufe  the  Pfttsgmans  fealcb'd 

farther  itrfo  the  Reafons  of  Natural  dbing^. 

their  M6thod^  or  rather  their  Temper  and 

Conftitution  being  more  proper  for  fndti  deep 

Enquiries.  i       . 

Ex  Lacr.      Fjth^9rafWgt&  oiiSsm^Sy  be  begun  Im  Study 

lib.  t.       under  a  certain  Grammariafe  daU'd  Himndam^i 

O^^'     This  Mafter,  inffrird  him  wkfe  a  very  ftrong 

ApuL  I.    defire  to  advance  and  improve  the  Sciences  j 

Fior/  A.  but  by  Keafon  that  the  Tyrant  Vclycfausy  who 

GeUtu5.     ihen  reign'd  at  Satms^  had  mis'd  a  Perfecutibii 

Pmbyr^'  againft  the  Men  of  l^artfiilg,  Pytht^i^ras  Was 

invit.pii-  forcf'd  ^o  fly  bis  Country  j  and  having  ftayU 

tbag.        fome  time  in  Leshoi^  where  he  ftudied  under 

*  PhereeyiiSy  he  came  at"  lafr  aod  fettled  iri  bilj, 
in  the  City  ofCm&na  near  Tdremnm  •  tvhidi  Re* 
treat  was  fo  agreeable  to  him^  that  after  his  re- 
turn out  o(i6/£gyptj  he  fpent  the  refidHe  of  his 
Life  there.    He  was  a  Man  of  great  Parts,  of 

*  a  very  venerable  Air  ,•  his  Gravity  galifd  him 
RefpeA^  and  by  that  Natural  Aufterity  which 
Was  in  him :  He  eafily  perfuaded  his  5<:bohirs 
to  Frugality,  which  he  recommended  to  them 
above  all  things.  He  had  gotfuch  an  Autho- 
rity and  Commamt  over  them^  that  his  Advici} 

^  was  look'd  upon  as  a  Rule  which  they  ought 
to  fubfcribe  to,  and  when  he  had  decided  any 
things  it  admitted  of  tio  more  difpute.  So 
^hat  his  Reputation  and  Charader  was  fooq 
Spread  abroad,  and  pafs*dfromCwrw#to  Jarep;^ 
tunfy  and  from  Tarenti$pi  into  Lticani^  and  Etrur 
ria,  and  from  thence  to  /i^f^q  the  Reign  erf* 
Tf^arqm'^^^  the  Firft.  >         '  ^^ 
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He  had  ftjawfl^    from  Phertqfda  tnd  thcfl^^^cjdef 
f^gjftiansy  that  the  Soul  was  Immortal ,•  hux^^^^tj^i; 
as  tbis  firft  Knowleage  was  hut  coofus'd  and  ^w* 2- 
intricate^  he  was  at  a  great  crouh^  to  conceive  minum  efe 
how  the  Soul  coud  exfift  after  ks  Separation /m;/i«r. 
from  the  Body.    So  that  he  chbfcf  afiher  to  be-  ?f\^<^'^- 
lieyc  that  it  paft'd  into  the  Bodies  of  other 
Animals,  thantopeifaadeliiQifelf  th^tk  coii'd 
har^  any  exfiftence  in  a  Staice  diftinA  and  in- 
dependent of  all  M^ter.  \Thi&  Reafon^ia 
Gonjujidion  with  fome  others^  p^t  hiip  iopon 
eftablifhing  that  Opinion  of  tbe  4^M|^tfi&^^ 
or  Tranfmigratton  of  Sook^  and  upon  imrodu*^ 
cing  that  Cuftom  of  not  eating  Flefii^  and  of 
not  ufing  it  in  their  Sa«;i'igcest:    He  contra<9;ed 
a  great  Correfpondence  with  the  Jew^  in  thoie. 
Voyages  he  made  into  «x£|7/»r.    Jqf^hMfSLfftxrcs^Jo&ph.  ^ 
us,  that  he  had  a  Jiv^iov  his  Mafter.    TbeoJc  ^^'bj^J^' 
ret  fays>  That  he  was  Circumcis'd  ,•  afid  CU-  j  "je  fid.  ^ 
mens  Alexandr'mm  tells  us^,  but  withoilt    any  Clem, 
grounds,  that  in  the  Opinion  of  fome  Wife  Alex. 
Men  in  his  time,  he  pafs'd  for  the  Prophet  E«ie-  jj^^""- 
kieh  .  Without  difpute  he  had  fome  communi- corn ^V 
cation  and  intercourfe  with<ithe  Book  of  G^m/fj^  lap.  in 
and  hadrread  over  thofe  otherBooks  of  Afo/«  ^  Pr«fat.irf 
and  'twas  undoubtedly  from  reading  this  facir^d  ^^^^^' 
Hifloria4:i,  that  he  took  the  Idea  of  tStofefjrmbo-^ 
Ileal  and  figurative  Eixpreffions,  wbi4%  b«  ^BOi^^ 
ufe  of  to  let  off  his  Philofopby.    For  he  vfM 
perfuaded  according  to  the  OpimoQ  of  t^e 
^iy£gyftians,  that  to  eipofe.the  Truth  .naked  to 
the  View  of  the  People  was  to  pt  ofane  it.  Num*' 
bets  were  the  common  and  ordihary  Symbols^ 
by  which  he  exprefs'd  his  Opinions,  and  that' 
myfterious  Signification   which  he  put  upon: 
them,  madehisbo(^rine  appear  more  profound 
than  it  really  was.    He  made.  Numbers  tha 
neceffary  Ingrediitnts  in  all  KteldKiiii^t>  aiUt 

•   .        *      all 
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^11  he  faid,  fo  that  he  eftablHh'd  this  as  ^he 
fandamenul  Maiim  of  Kis  I^ilofophy,  viz; 
that  tJnity  was  the  Principle  of  the  Generation 
of  all  things^  *  and  Wurality  of  the  Corruption. 
]^e  held  likewrtfe^  that  Man  was  not  Form'd 
bat  by  the  Agreement  of  certain  Numbers  ^ 
that  his  Vertue  and  Health  was' nothing  but 
pure  Harmony^  and  that  his  Difea(es  might  be 
curd  by  the  conformity  of  certain  Sounds  with 
the  degrees  of  each  I>lftemper.  In  (hort^  his 
Mind  was  fo  fiill  with  this  conceit  of  Numbers 
and  Harmoiiv^  that  he  invented  Notes  and  a 
certain  Meaiore  in  Mufick  from  the  repeated 
Strokes  of  a  Hammer  upon  an  Anvil ;  and 
there  is  nothing  more  remarkable  in  all  the  an- 
^^t  Ph9ofopl^^  than  P^iki^orj/ his  Harmony 
of  the  Spheres. 

His  Scholars  were  not  permitted  to  talk  af^ 
tbefe  Myfterie^^  till  after  five  Years  continual 
fileficd  He  Mras  the  firft  that  Taught  the 
Principles  of  Vhjfitkiy  which  is  the  true  Natu- 
ral Phl!ofi>phy.  He  difcover  d  the  Qualities  of 
each  Element,  the  Figure  of  their  Bodies^  the 
Rotundity  of  the  Earthy  and  the  Antipodes ;  he 
diftinguiih'd  the  Seafons,  and  obierv'd  the 
difference  between  the  diurnal  and  annual 
Cottrie  of  the  Sun^  and  how  the  Moon  bor^ 
row^d  her  Light  from  the  Sun^  that  fountain  of 
Heat.  Bat  this  wife  Man  had  fo  involved  him* 
ielf  in  the  meditation  of  thefe  new  Sciencesy 
chat  he  left  nothing  behind  him  in  writing^  yet 
this  Was  no  hindrance  to  his  School^  which 
wai  the  moft  Flourifliing  that  ever  was  in  the 
World,  both  before  and  after  his  death.  The 
mod  Celebrated  of  his  Scholars  were  Ocdlm  of 
tMcaniay  TmMrn  oi  Locrii^  Arcytas  of  Tarentum^ 
TJ^Um  of  Crotana^  <Pannenides  and  2»en0n  of 
Pmti^  and  M^hs  of  Samos^  ThdS;  L9arned 
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Mea  took  the  pains  to  digeft  their  Maitef's  Fk^e- 
cepts  into  a  Method,  aad  commit  thorn  to 
writings  of  which  they  compoi'da  Body  of 
Philofophy^  of  which  we  have  nothing  aoiir 
left  bat  a  few  fcacter  d  Fragments^ 

It  is  true,  that  Jnsmmemi^  AfMo^^ras,  J&# 
n^fbancs,  Heracliu^r^,  Arch^m,  saa^A  Dmmmfm^ 
who  fttcoeeded  Anaximamder  in  Greuip  applied  , 
themfelves  very  induftiioofly  to  the  Study  of 
Nature.     Amfxagiorat  Taught,    that  the  firft 
Principle  of  all  things  was  Matter  uncreated. 
Anaximenes  believ'd  that /t Was  Air,  becaufe  the 
firft  Principle  ought  to  be  pure  and  uncom- 
pounded.    Herailkm  affirm  a  that  Was  Fire, 
and  Demoeritm  was  of  Opinion    that  'twai 
Atomes.    Tbu^the  Plnlofophers  of  tbefe  two 
Seas,  which  w^re  the  Firft   in  the  WorhL 
equally  gave  themielves  .up.  to.  the  Study  m 
whatever  was  moft  fecret  and  moft'obicure  in 
Nature.    In  which,  as  I  haVe  before  obfenr'iL . 
the  Sed  oiTytbsgarai  made  a  greater  Progreft 
than  that  of  7&i/ei  and  ^0tfxi»Mi»ib*{  iotO^dbm^. 
Arci^ias  and  Ztnsn  Form'd  the  Principle  of 
Logick.     Ze»cn  composU  three  Books ,   in  . 

which  he  diftioguifti'd  the  ^Orations  of  the  fOf^^^'^-^ 
Mind  and  Incelleds ;  Arcbytas  difpos'd  the  Or*  : 
der  of  the  Cafegmes^  and  OceUut  invented  the 
Method  of  Djsfinitions*  Timam^  Varmmidei^ 
Vblklam  and  MtU£m  apply'd  themfelves  to  Na* 
tural  Philofophy,  of  which  they>  invented  the 
Principles.r 

But  after  all,  Tbaks^  Vpbagoras^  and  their 
Scholar^,  apply 'd  tliemfelves  only  to  the  knciW'* 
ledge  of  things  Natural  Their  Study  was  li* 
mited  and  confind^  fprit  extended  no  farther 
than  tQ.  pbferve  the  Courfe  of  the  Stars^  the 
Qualities  of  the  Elements,  and  the  Rules  of 
i^gick,   Geometry,  Mufick,   and  Phyfick;  / 
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Hoid  though  ^ey  had  composed  a  fofrt  of  Rell* 
gion  in  the  Honour  of  their  Gods^  yet  they 
had  noc  given  any  Precepts  for  the  Regulatioir 
<ftf  Manners^  the  Glory  of  which  was  referv'd 
for  Socratfs.     This   Part  of  P|iilofophy,  tM 
moft  important  of  all,  was  not  known  before 
that   eitcellent  Philofopher  aj^pear'd   in  tte. 
World  ;  nor  will  it  be  improper  in  this  place 
\o  obferve  by  what  Steps  he  arriv'd  to  it^  and 
by-  what  Degre&  he  rofe  to  chat  Heighc  of 
HonooTy  as  to  be  ftyl'd  by  the  Oracle  at  DeU 
^,  the  WifeftofMen. 
ix  Ari-        Sacfoteis  was  bc^n  in  a  Village  of  Attica,  of 
tiftoph.    Parents,  not  ioconfiderable;  he  had  4P  Gmi0i 
^^^  h?ic  i"*^P®^  ^  ^^  Sciences,  and  lucceeded  wonder- 
AlianU-^lly  in  all  J  but  laor?  peculiarly  adapted  to/ 
er.  Gell.    Eloquence ;  for  there  was  no  Caufe  to  bad, 
if  Aliis.    but  he  cou  d  fet  it  off  with  fo  fair  a  Glofs  as  td 
Atm  om-  mal[e  it  appear  gCK)dj  whidh  obliged  the  Gover- 
^^1  J^  nonrs  of  the  Republick  to  forbid  him  teaching 
Sus     ^^^^^^    He  no  lefs  excell'd  in  Poetry; 
thUofopbiA  fwzs'^tis  thought  that  Lilian  and  Scifh  had 
munAviu  their  Shares  in  making  the  Comedies  o(  Terence, 
3  Tufcul.  fo  '^ij  believ'd  that  Socrat€i  had  his  in  the  Tra- 
yiKi  <ruii-  Sadies  of  EtfripiJes.    The  manner  of  the  Phi^ 
intei)f  EJ-  lofophers  in  his  time  was,  to  travel  up  and 
tiUn.     down,  to  learn  in  (everal  what  they  coud  not 
¥^1'  ^'  V  ^^q^i^^  '^^  o»®  Country  alone.    But  So&aM 
desocracj^^y  Repofe  and  Meditation,    and  thought 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Time  fpcnt  in 
travelling  abroad,  which  might  be  employ'd 
to  better  Advantage  at  home  j  howeverj  in 
Compliment   to    his  Matter  Arcbelaui ,     he 
went  with  him  to  Samos  to  bear  him  Compa- 
ny, and  to  DelfbQs  to  confttlt  the  Oracle  of 
Apollo* 
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H$  liever  profios'd  hi^  Optnioh^/ But  ai  fp 
tiuny  D«)iibcs  and  Sprciples  $.  yet  he  cloar 'd 
tfaetq  by  Comf^nfon^  fo  fdmiUar^  chat  he  made 
the  Truth  fo  plain  and  evident,  that  it  becatn^ 
ds  it  were  the  very  Objed  a£  our  Senfes^  and 
yet  left  to  every  Mpne  the  Pleafure  ofConvidti^ 
an,  hinifelf  at  the  fanle  time  not  feeming  tqi 
think  upon  it.    For  this  Reafon  he  cou'd  not 
bear  v^ith  the  Dodrine  of  HtraclitHs.'  He  fai4 
that  that  Philofopher  decided  too  ttliich,  iiid 
that  his  manner  of  teaching  was  dry,  obfciire^ 
^hd  unple^nt;    Soleratei  his  Method  was  ih<$ 
very  Reverfe  ,*  he  never  difputed,  never  die^ 
hied,  nbVer  alleiited  to  any  thing  openly^  i 
and,  under  this  Uncertainty,  he  iX^iys  fliow'd 
4  fubmiflive  tradable  Temper,  coverihg  the 
Force  and  Vigour  of  his  own  Abilities  under 
the  Difgulie  of  an  apparent  Simplicity  and  ah  un^ 
^fFeded  Plainnefs,  and  ponceaUng  with  Pleafdrel 
and  Delight  his  own  Parts  and  bigenuity,  that 
he  niighr  difcover  to  the  World  thoie  of  othei: 
iyien.    When  he  faw  any  one  perverfe  and 
bbftinate  in  his  Temper,  he  always  fided  witH 
him,  and  made  ufe  of  his  Reaton^,  that. he 
might  difpoie  him  the  mora  readily  to  hearken 
to  his  own,(  and  fuffer  himfeif  to  be  petfuaded; 
Though  he  was  the  wifefl:  Man  of  his  Age,  yet* 
he  dreaded  nothing  more  than  to  pafs  for  a^  <>   .  ^  ^ 
Wife  Wian.    Pliitarcb  fay^,.  that  he  made  Pro-  Plu^.  m 
fefllon  of  knowing  nothing,  and  ^ffeded  fomc^^wlogr 
times  a  pretended  Igtforarice  ,*  fo  that  feerfting^        * 
in  all  appearance  willing  to  be  taught  himfelQ 
he  infenfibiy  engaged  all  ttrofe  that  heard  him. 
to  fubmit  to  his  Ihftru<9Eions,  But  to  comWheaf-* 
jfer  his\Chira(5te*/  be  Cotnrhonlfibegnii  hi^ 
J^ntertainmentswitH  ffatteririg  ,and  Cd|olin^ 
IJifcourfesV  Vi?ith'  tfie  fntrfcate  Wfridtngs  ana 
TiftftTrig^iof  affefaed  QueMd^ft^  wjthbuf  inv; 
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Drift  or  Defigfi^  always  disking  Ad?ice  of  o- 
Somtex  thers  before  he  gare  his  own  ;  and  wheft  he 
^contAti'  had  once  obliged  thofe  with  whom  he  dit- 
tf^im^ii  ^^"^'^  ^^  declare  their  Sentiments,  he  drew 
cerefoiebdt  Confequences  from  them>  to  his  own  Adlran- 
eorum  opi^  tage  ;  and  led  them  on  by  Degrees  from  one 
nionesqui-  Abfurdity  to  another  till  they  pfcrceiv'd  their 
5/&f.  Error,  and  then  he  fliow'd  them  the  Path  they 
Cic.  de '  flioti'd  tread  in,  and  what  Methods  they  fliou  a 
Fin.  take  for  the  Difcovery  of  the  Truth. 
Hhnofum  ^^^  Cpnverfation  was  adways  very  agreea- 
mnium  ble ;  for  he  had  a  wonderful  Art  in  difguifing 
exagipator  things,  and  diverting  People  with  their  owni 
SocrAus.  Faults }  upon  which  Account  an  Irony,  which 
Cic.Orat.  ^^^  fo  familiar  and  natural  to  him,  did  hint 

admirable  Service,  efpecially  againft  the  So* 

J  shifts,  whom  he  lov'd  to  banter  and  ridiculej 
or  they  were  a  fort  of  People,  as  he  himfelf 
us'd   to  fay,  of  a  very  vitiated  Palate  in  all 
things.    The  Ignorance  he  affefted,  when  in 
Company  with  them,  was  a  Mark  of  his  Con- 
tempt or  them ;  for  when  he  conversed  with 
Men  of  Senfe  and  Reafon,he  chang\i  his  man- 
ner of  Behaviour,  and  transform'd  himfelf  as 
it  were  into  their  Humour,  that  he  might  dive 
imfidi  cu^  into  their  Thoughts.     His  greaceft  Excellency 
^^^'mivhi  <^^"^*ft^^  '^^  ^'"s-  complaifant  Deportment,  fo 
H^L^inr  ^^^^  he  always  perfuaded,  becaufe  he  always 

necentiay     plcas'd; 

gratmum  O*  divhUrum.  Tit.  lib.  de  Pore.  cat.  1.  3^.Hift, 

To  this  Delicacy  and  Exquifitenefs  of  Difpo- 
fition,  which  was  peculiar  to  hiqi,  he  had 
Join  d  the  fublimeft  Virtues ;  an  extraordina- 
ry Courage,  a  firm  unfhaken  Refolution  of 
Mind  to  fupport  and  maintain  his  Advice,when 
he  thought  it  ufeful  to  the  Publick  j  an  Ho- 
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nelly  )aot  to  bejcorrupted^  an  Integrity  fo  3if^ ^ 
ihcereftei}^  ^M^^  ^^  ^^  biafi'd  by  Prefents  from 
the  grcatcfttPerfons  of  Quality  j  to  which  ii>. 
Imitable  Perfe<£lio|is  he  added  thofe  ,o(  Frug^-- 
licy.  Moderation^  Patience^  Evennefs  of  Tern* 
per^  and  abovQ  all^.  a  Contempt  of  JDeath  b^^ 
)rond  Example.    For  he  treated  thole  that 
condemned  him^  as  if  he  had  be^n  himftlf  th^ir 
Jiidge^  and  had  the  fole  Determination  of  their 
Lives  and  Fortunes,    The  Caribfity  of  natu-  ?^JJ2^^: 
ttiral  Tilings  which  had  €0  riiuch  entertained  o-  ^^p^tis  pr$ 
ther  Phildfophiers,  did  not  in  the  leaft  ^fftAfi^ipJQdixit^ 
hira  J  his  principal  Employment  and  particiu-  utnonjup- 
lar  Profeffioh  was  to  inftruA  Men  how  to  live  f^^f^^^ 
well  ^  which  he.  did  to  the  l^ft  Minute  of  hU^f//,^^ 
Life/  as  well  bV  his,  Example  As  his  Dodrine.  Vminu^- 
^  It  is.  true  indeed  he  had  ibme  fcandaloiis  A'f  vidtmur 
perfions  caft  upon  him  at  Athens^  and  w^s  pub-  f^^rt 
lilckly  ridicul-d  and  fported  with  upon  the^^ci/vtu 
THeatet  by  the  Wit  of  Arifivfhanes  j  but  the  *.^iritm 
CortuptiOh  of  the  Times  and  Humour  of  the  mtmp(it,. 
People,    which  could  not  behold  Merit  fpJ^^^r^^^^^ 
tranfcendfent  without  Obloquy  and  D^traStion^  vX& 
had  fo  authori^'d  this  Liccntioufnels  qf  the  L  ^.  c.  4. ' 
Stage,  that  there  was  no  Virtue ,  f^curci  at 
leaft  that  of  Socrates,  thoagh  pOre  and  unblev 
j^ifli'd,  cou  d  hot  efcape  their  Genfures.    I(^ 
was  uiider  fiich  a  Mafter  as  this  that  Tlaio  ftu^ 
flied  PhiIbfophy,and  perfeded  hlmfelf  in  thofc; 
elevated  Precepts  of  Morality^  which  Socrates. 
tiand  inrich'd  him  with  /  and  this  was  the  Stated 
and  GondiHon  of  Philofophy^  when  Plato  fir^ 
A^ply'd  himfelf  to  it;  and  when  AripoiU  was 
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;  'Th.^;,ferfdnofT\ztol 

EV  ER.^^  zvff  Man  bprn  m  ^a  mo«5 

.^  luclfy  Tim^.ibr  Lcarmog  tn:4|>  P/^^^^ 

le  receisrpd  hV  ^f  tb  at  that  ^mqus  City  of 

Athenr,  (he  moft  jlouri/hin^  tfiat  e^er  was  for 

^  Men  of  L^ttcrfl'.at;  ^,9eriod  when  all  the  Sd- 

'  ences  fiione  if>rtn  with  greater  Luilre  than  ever 

they  had  ^onc. before.     He  was  ^  Perifon  of  a 

vaft  Soul,  and^  of  vejrjr  gre^t  Qpality,  being 

^^fcepded  by  bis  Fat;hei:V  fide  %m  l[loyaI  An- 

ceftors^  zfi^\y  'tis  Klqthcr'j  ff ori  SolofT^  which 

,  lail:'  was  aJPedjgree;  much  more  hoi^ourable 

tbap  a  long  ^(jfpealpgy  ^^^^Sfi-.    *X^  rcpor- 

^/^w«m    te4 '  ^at   nis  Mother  qonceiv'd   him  by  the 

augujiiofe,  Strength .q^  imagination,  after  fhe.  had  once 

cmeptu     fec;n  the  Statue  oj^  jiP9.h  i  ,^hv^h  made  fome 

Mcunt^um  Relieve  that  be  W^s  l^is  Spx^,  becaufe  he  was 

iuadm  .  fome  what  rlike  ^t  Statue.     Laertim^  4f^^^^f 

Afolims    and  ^t.  jf^rW-a^ainft   ^ai/inian,  njentijon  this 

figufdtn     Opinion  which  Or^^n  looks  upon  as  a  meer 

S;'^.  -P*  ft^is  It^frp  Book  agakfl  <:,/>.    Put 

Apol.  l.i.the  Greeks,^  vv/i(f  Ipve  to  b^  i^i^ijdjing  in  every 

de  doft.    thing,  are  not  coptent  with  thisj,  but  tell  h$, 

Pl*f*       if  we  will  jgiire  them  apy  Credk^ .  thiar  a  Swarn» 

of  Bees  came  one  Day,  apcjjfettled  on  TUto% 

JCradle,  aij(d  delf^U'd  their  Hftpey^  on  his  I.ips^ 

whicit  they  lopk'd  upon  as  a  lucky  Omen,  an4 

fpm  thencjer  concluded  that  he  would  be  tbf 

moft  eloquent  Man  of  his  Age  j  as  if  it  wer? 

a  common  thing  amongft  them,  for  the  Birth 

of  great  Perfons  to  be  fignaliz'il  by  fome  mira- 

'  culoQs  Ckcumftance. 
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Hbv^etet  mn  or  iFalfe  tHe  VihlaxHrs  6f'-P/»t 
fti'^  Niitiirfty  rbfglit  bcjthis  U  fcerAin^that!  hfe  was 
educated  wich  great  Gare  in  aH  thofe  Exerqifis 
Which  are  gchferally  taujghtFcribhsof  thatQua-; 
lity ;  hi  learriM  Grammar,  Mathematicks,  Mu-~ 
fick  and  Painting.  In  his  firft  Years  he  had.a> 
mighty  Genim  and  Love  for  Poetry,  arid  coAi- 
pos'd  feveral  Odes  and  Tragedies, which  where 
^snuch  Valued  and  Vfteem'd.  In  compofing  v 
thofe  Odes  and  Ditbp^mbseks*\vh\ch  he  made 
in  Honour  of  Baccbm,  ne  then  fitft  iontrafted' 
the  Habit  of  ilfing  that  fort  of  Gadence,  which' 
we  fo  frequenfly  nieet  with  in  his  Works.  E- 
lion  fays,  that  he  made  Heroick  Verfes  too  • 
but  finding  them  not  equal  in  Force  to  thofe 
of  Homer,  he  burnt  them.  In  ftort.  he  foU 
kiw'd  thefe  fort  of  Studies  till  about  the  twien- 
tieth  Year  of  his  Age ;  at  which  time  he  begart' 
CO  hear  Socrates  with  great  Indufti^  and  Appfi-. 
cation.  Thi$  Mafter,  then  fo  celebrated,  hacf 
a  particular  Talent  at  forming  great  Klen. 
Criton,  Arlfiiffus,  Cebes,  Xendphmy  SimiaSy  and 
Euclid  o^Megara,  were  all  his  Scholars  at  that 
very  time.  But  having  obferv'd  in  Vlato  quick-] 
er  natural  Parts,  and  a  fprightlier  G«ii«if  tKan' 
in  others;  he  was  mightily  taken  with^iito? 
He  advis'd  him  to  read  Homer  often  ;  and  Was? 
by  reading  this  Author  that  Plato  brought  Him- 
felf  to  conceive,  and  fpeak  things  in  a  lofty, 
Auent,  and  agreeable  manner;  for 'twas  *  then 
a  receivM  Maxim,  amongft  Men  of  Learning, 
that  there  was  no  Knowledge  to  be  got  with- 
out reading  l^^mer,  and  ho  reading  him  with-> 
out  admiring  him. 

Socrates  being  accufed  by  the  fll  Praftices  of 
Anjtm  and  Melitm  his  Enemies,  and  made  Pxi- 
foner,  Vlato  rais'd  a  confiderable  Summ  of  Mo- 
ney to  procure  his  Releafe  with  his  Judges  and 
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lus  Accttfcts ;  but  the  Cabal  was  too  power- 
ful^ and  their  Tempers  poifon'd  with  too  much: 
Malice  and  Rancour  to  accommodate  the  Ba*. 
iinefi.  Wherefore  finding  there  was  no  other 
IFlemedy^  he  took  the  Boldnefs  to  harangue  it 
himfelf  before  the  People^  in  Juftiftcation  of 
his  Matter's  Innbcency  and  Condad.  The 
Beginning  of  his  Oration  had  (b  much  moy'd 
fiis  Auditory,  that  the  Magiftrates  fearing  ^ 
Tumult,  filenc'4  him,  being  willing  to  fatis()e 
the  cruel  Defire  of  thofe  that  endeavour'd  to 
deftroy  Socrates :  which  ^hey  did  without  much 
Pifficulty,v  under  fo  corhipted  a  Governiisienc 
as  that  was  of  thirty  Tyrants,  wfajo  ha4  made 
themfelves  Maflers  of  the  Common-wealch, 
but  were  foon  after  turn'd  out  by  Thrafibulm. 
'  The  Philolbphers  that  were  then  at  Athens 
were  fo  alarm'd  at  the  Death  of  Socrates,  that 
shoft  of  them  fled  from  the  City  to  avoid  the 
Injofiice  and  Cruelty  of  the  Government. 
Tlato  retir'd  to  Megara,  a  City  of  Achaia,  to 
carry  on  his  Study  of  Philofophy  under  EucliJe, 
who  Uv'd  in  that  City,  and  was  6m  of  Socra- 
^  ies  his  firfl  Scholars.  From  Megard  he  went  to 
(^j/rme  to  be  taught  by  a  *great  Mathematician, 
fum'd  Theodorusj  with  whom  he  compleated 
himfelf  in  the  Knowledge  of  that  Science. 

But  as  nothing  cou'd  fatisfre  his  Thirft  after 
Knowledge,  he  made  a  Voyage  into  Italy  to 
fiave  a  Conference  with  Eurytus,  Thilolausy  an4 
Archjtas  the  fecond  of  that  Name  ;  all  which 
were  at  that  time  the  moft  celebrated  of  the 
Followers  of  Fjtbagoras^  whofe  Dodrine  wal. 
nbw^  become  famous  in  Greece  •  and  having 
div'd  into  the  moft  profound  and  myfterious 
^QVtti 6( t\iQ'Tjthagorean  Phijolophy,  he  paC 
fed  from  thence  into  Egypt  to  learn  the  Theo- 
logy of  their  Priefts.  EuripiJes^  who  went  a- 
}^\,:'  r    »  r    •^■    V    ^      ■.;.  ^    .  loiig 
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long  wkh  him  in  this  Voy^ge^  faliing  fick  in 
Egjpt,  oblig'd  Plato  to  ftay  a  great  while  in 
thefo' Parts,  which  gave  him :  Leifure  and  Op- 
portunity to  ftudy  the  Religion,  and  Myfteries 
of  the  e^gyptians.  He  had  likewife  fome  Com- 
munication with  the  Books  of  Mofes,  by  means   ^ 
of  the  Jews  J  who  were  very  numerous  in  e/£- 
gjfpt  after  the  Captivity.     Ciemens  Alexandrinus  ^nff-  ^^ 
adfures  us,  that  he  ftudied  under  one  Secbnu-^  Eukb^lu 
fhis^  a  learned  Man  of  Heliopdl^,  who  was  a  ftrom. 
Jev/.     And  *  St.  Aufiin  once  beliaVd  that  Thto  N<mnuili 
had  fome  Conference  with  the  Prophet  Jere^  puurunt 
my  in  his  Voyage  to  ^gjft ;  but  having  made  aul^^Zr. 
an  exad;  t  Computation  of  the  time,  he  found  rexH  in 
chat  that  Prophet  was  dead  above  threefcore  e/£gyptum 
Years  before  Flato  came  into  ^^gjft.  firmUm 

*  Aug.  1.  8.  de  Civir.DeL  Aug.  1.  i.  de  Do(ft.*Chr.t  Idem  lib.  S.'de 
Civit.  Dei. 

This  Philofopher  having  underftbod  the  moft 
fecret  Myfteries  of  the  t/£g/ffiam,  had  the  Cu- 
nofity  to  travel  into  Pcr(ia  to  confult  with  the 
Magi  about  the  Religion  of  that  Country,  de- 
fignirig  to  go  even  to  the  Indies,  and  give  a 
Viiit  to  tht  Brackmans  to  learn  their  Manner^ 
and  Cuftoms  ,•  but  he  was  prevented  by  the 
Wars  in  Afia,  which  had  begun  to  divide  all 
Greece,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  -4- 
tbens.  The  moft  honourable  Profeflion  at  that 
time  amongft  the  Athenians,  was  the  teaching 
of  Philofophy,  which  Plato,  as  foon  as  he  ar- 
rived there,  undertook,  and  in  a  very  little 
while  drew  many  after  him.  He  fet  up  his 
School  in  the  Academy  juft  without  the  City, 
which  Place  afterwards  gave  the  Name  to  his 
Sed.  Ifoerates  was  one  of  the  firft  that  brought 
Platp  into  Repute  j  they  had  contradked  a  ve- 
ry intimate  Priendfhip  with  ona  another. 
Z  4  La- 
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iGreat  Men  had  in  a  Country-Houfc^  upon  die 
SttbjeAofP^r/;  bat  this  Difix)urte  h^s  not 
reach'd  our  Times. 

The  Prodigies  which  b^pen'd  mSwlj  a$ 

the  Cohflagration  of  Mount  %^tna  3  fo  far** 

jpriz'd  and  confounded.all  th«  PhilpibphfrB  at 

Athens  ,  that  Tlato  left  hb  School  to  facisfie  his 

Curiofity ,    in  a  Matter  fo  extraordinary  $ui4 

iinaccounuble.    He  went  into  the  UatKi » .  tQ 

pbferve^as  n#ar  as  he  cou'd,  the  principal  Con* 

cave  of  that  Prodigious  Fire  ^  whidh  (omer 

times  broke    forth    with   dreadful  Vtolen^^ 

piowifim  the  Tyrant  reign'd  th«n  at  Syr^^^ 

he  was  a  very  111  Man ;  Cka^  gives  us  his 

Charader  in  one  Word  3  for  he  tells  u;,  that 

after  he  had  Rob'd  a  Temple^  out  of  his  owq 

.      Country  ^   and  was  returning  by  Sea  to  Sid^ 

humUcris  ^^^^  ^  Profperous  Gale ,  he  faid  to  his  Com- 

ixpilafety    panlons^  Idufety  wj  Friends^  b&H^  the  Gcds  favour 

fiAvigAhut  ,SacriUge.    TUtQ  went  to  fee  htm,  and  inftead 

2« 'ift  ^^  Flattering  him  ,  as  his  Courtiers  did ,  he 

eund^fft'     feverely  reproy'd  him  for  the  Diforders  of  his 

mum  cur-  CQUft ,   and  With  fuck  an  Air  gf  Authority^ 

futn  tene-  that  (he  Tyrant  was  furpriz'd  ;  and  not  b^ing 

^'»™^'us'd  to  hear  fuch  difagreeable  Truths  ,  grew 

mici,\uam  ®»f*gd  wijh  the  Philofopher,  and  wou'd  have 

honA    a     put  him  to  Peach,  but  that  Dim  and  Arifiomt-- 

Viu  im-  nesy  at  th^t  time  the  Favourites  of  thy  Prince, 

naXih  ^^^  ^osTt^x\y  Plato  s  Scholar,  interceded  ^  in 

Jetur  fZ  l>.ehalf  of  the  fhilofopher,  and  fo  fav'd  his  life* 

criiegis.     Dionyfius  was  content  to  deliver  him  jpto  the 

L.  3.  de     Hand^  of  an  Envoy  of  the  L^adomtiftiam^  who 

>iaf.Deor.  ^^^^  then  at  War  with  xhQ  Athinians.     Thi« 

Envoy  touching  upon  the  Coaft  of e^^iii^i^  fold 

him  for  4  Slave  to  a  Merchant  of  Cyrenty  who 

as  foon  as  he  had  bought  him,  fent  hun  4Way  tQ 

Athens.   ■;  ..  '  '   -  .  "' 

SoQie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


&CHIM  titne  a<Mr^  fae  akflfde  a  $ec(Miii  Voyage 

who  feiiCjDjiif^tibMiaifteraadFatoiirice^  to 
I0?ite  him  to  Gour(^  and  to  teach  him  the  Arc 
of  GQtemiflg  hn  People  well.    FUf9  accepted 
of  the  InTitatioii ,  atid  went  with  a  DdfigJi  to 
Infpire  this  Prince  with  Nociom  more  mild 
and  gentle^  than  diofe  that  had  been  infus'd 
iniOihi^  Father;   and  to  incline  hlthto  that 
Form  of  Gorermnent  which  he  hhnfelf  had 
^Qtitriv'd  9  and  of  which  has  left  us  the  Prin« 
«ip0l  Maitims  in    his  Book  of  the  Conmm' 
WP^k\  ^  But  the  great  Gorrefpondence  Dim 
tiad  •. eontra^d  lirith  this  jphitoibphej^  /  rais*d 
fame  Jealoufy  in  the  Tyrant.    Dion  was  dif^ 
grac'dj  and  Thto  fent  back  again  to  Athens.  Tlatmi 
Pi&n  being  admitted  into  Faronr  again  with  f^fimu 
\m  Maftei*,  perfuaded  hinj  to  recal  Tlato  j  th*  ^J!^.^^j,^ 
n^fiuf  reeei?'d  bim  with  aH  the  Marks  of  Good  J2Z 
Will  ahd  Friend{hip5  that  a  Great  Prince  coud  vituum 
g^e.    He  fent  out.  a  very  fine  Galley  to  meet  navm  mi. 
him,  and  went  himfelf  in  a  magnificent  Oia-  ^^  •^vmwj 
rior>  attended  with  all  his  Court ,  to  receive  JrigiFti 
hicn :    But  his  fufpicious  Humour,  and  uneven  iu  egrei. 
Temp»,  hurry'd  him  into  his  former  Mit  ^tm  exce- 
truft.    Plato  was  indeed  offended  at  it,  and  f^-  ^^^^'  * 
complain  d  ;  DUmyfim  incens'd  at  tbofe  Com-  '  ^*  '•  ^''• 
plaints^  refoW'd  his  Death  ,•  but  Archjiag^  who  *  p/^„^^ 
bad  great  lotereft  with  the  Tyrant,  being  in*  mm  nok 
form'd  of  it  by  Dion  ^  beg'd  Pardon  for  the  Uniuie  jo^ 
Philofopher  ,•   which  the-  Tyrant  granted^  and  '««'  ^^«« 
Pilifi^  was  permitted  to  retire.  mi%l7r. 

ty£lian  wou  d  perfuade  u& ,  that  Tlato  taoght  tuiis  magi 
Dion  the  Secret  how  to  D4fpatch  the  Tyrant,  Ser,  Ada. 
wd  deliver  the  People  from  Oppreffion  j  *  C#-  ^^^niam 
cito  is  of  the  lame  Opinion ,  but  upon  what  JS^. 
Attbority  'tis  grounded,  I  know  not  j  there  is  cic.  t'j. 
very  little  appearance  of  Truth  in  it,  from  the  ie  out. 
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Temper  afidConfiitation  of  Tla$&,  whkh  was 
free  from  all  Violence.  Bi^t  however  this  may 
be,  the  People  of  Jtbens  receiy'd  him  ait  his 
Return  with  univerdil  Joy  ,  and  wou'd  have 
Complimented  him  with  the  Adminlftration 
of  the  Government ;  but  h&  declined  the  Ho- 
nour,  chufing  rather  to  retire  from  alt  Publick 
Bufinefs^  that  he  might  Employ  himfelf  with 
greater  Eafe  and  Quiet  in  the  Contemplation 
of  Natural  TMngs/  and  the  Study  of  Philofe* 
phy.  He  gave  away  hisEftate  amongft  his 
Brothers ,  referving  to  himfelf  only  a  little 
Seat  in  the  Country,  withafniall  Garden; 
where  he  might  pafs  away  the  Rem^^inder  of 
hisXije,  without  Difturbance  or  Moleftation* 
Liberty  was  a  thing  he  valued  at  ib  high  a 
Rate ,  that  he  could  never  be  prevailed  upon 
to  Marry.  In  fhort,  he  ever  after  liv'd  a  very 
Peaceable^  Happy  Life^  as  being  a  Man  al- 
ways of  an  unbiemifk'd  Chara^fter^  and  free 
from  Ambition.  His  former  Days  he  fpene 
in  the  Service  of  the  State  at  Tenaros^  at  C<^- 
rintby  and  in  the  Ifle  of  Delos  ;  and  his  latter 
in  the  Study  of  Philofophy  :  He  was  much 
inclin  d  to  the  Opinions  of  Heraclitm,  in  Points 
of  Vbyficksy  to  thofe  of  Pythagoras  in  Points  of 
Metafhyjhks^  and  to  thole  ot  Socrates  in  Points 
oi Morality;  and  from  thefe  Three  Matters, 
he  gatherd  a  Compleat  Syftem  of  Philo- 
fophy. 

He  always  behaved  himfelf  very  civilly  to 
the  other  Philofophers  y  and  conversed  with 
them  in  a  Genteel  manner  j  which  was  a  thing 
very  rare  in  thofe  Days,  when  £nvy  rag'd  fo 
much  among  them  ^  and  every  one  us'd  the 
ucmoft  Efforts  to  Strengthen  and  Eftabliih  his 
.  Party,  He  fometimes  entertained  Diogenes  the 
GynicA,  who  Was  but  a  meer  Pretender  to 
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ViU^fkjy  ^  Mail  pf  very  little  Wppth/and  of 
&<;h  ao  q44  Temper^  that  be  wpu<l  be  always 
Quarrelling  5  that  he  might  feera  Independent 
tRali  the  World  i  he  was  of  fuch  a.Snarlipg^ 
^prly^  Morofe  Difpofition  ^  that  be  was  conr 
tinualiy  Genfuring  and  Abufing  even  his  very 
)>eft  Friends^  fuch  as  Tlato  was,  at  whofe  Ta- 
ble he  was  ^  often  welcome.  One  Day, 
,  Plato  having  invited  him  to  Dinner,  with  fomp 
of  bis  priends  of  5wi7)' ,  he  gave  Orders  to 
have  his  Dining-Room  very  finely  rurni/h'd 
for  thekeceptionof  his  Guefts;  Giogenej^  being 
jncens'd  at  this  Gallantry  of  Plafo,  and  always 
catching  at  any  Opportunity  to  Criticize  up- 
on his  Anions,  began  to  tread  upon  the  Ta« 
peftry  and  other  Moveables  with  his  dirty 
Feet,  with  this  Brutifh  Sarcafm,  I  Trample 
under  Feet  the  Pride  <f  Plato  ;  to  which  Plato 
wifely  reparteed,  But  with  a  greater  P%i4e^. 

Tho'  Plato  had  a  Soul  fit  and.  proper  for 
Higher ,  and  more  Elevated  Things  ,  yet  he 
qou  d  not  fometimes  forbear  Raillery,  but  'twas 
al^yays  inoffenfive :  and  he  was  never  known 
to  be  Cenforjous,  but  in  order  to  make  Con- 
verfation  more  agreeable.  His  Dialogues  are 
full  of  thofe  Pleaiant  Turns  ,  he  us'd  in  com- 
mon Difcourfe  ,•  which  fliewsus  the  Difference 
between  Men  that  have  only  Wit,  and  thofe 
that  have  Wit  ^nd  Good  Breeding  too,  'Twas 
upon  this  Account ,  that  Plato  fo  ftrongly  re- 
commended it  to  his  Scholars,  and  particularly 
to  Dion  and  Xenocrates,  toSacrifice  to  the  Graces : 
And  we  may  properly  fay,that  he  had  perform'd 
that  Religious  Worfiiip  to  them  himfelf^ 
for  'twas  impoffible  to  Hear  him ,  and  not 
AiTent  to  hisDodrine  ;  to  See  him ,  and  not 
to  Admire  him.  There  are  certain  Pieces  of 
Epigrams,  in  Afuleim  and  the  Anthology^  which 
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hare  fom6  Agreemeht  ^tfith  the  PeHdicy  of 

his  Wit ,  fpme  Refettibhnce  of  his  Spritel]^ 

G^iiKf  ;  but  Marciliuf  Fkhms  &ySj  thofe  Verfci 

are  too  Soft  to  be  Vlato\  atld  not  at  aU  zt^ 

fwerable  to  the  Gravity  of  that  Great  Man. 

He  affures  us  too  ,  that  they  were  forg'd  by 

Arifilffus  only  to  blaft  Fiatos  Reputation  ,  and 

Nfsh^U'   bring    hJ5   Virtues   in    qucftioh.    Dkearcil^s, 

^^bmae'  ^^^^^^^3  AulugeUa^  feem  all  to  favour  the  Phi* 

€uf€$^  qui  iofopher^  and  believe  'em  to  be  Suppofititious; 

oMtboreno'  but  if  there  be  any  of  thofe  Epigrams ,  which 

firoPijttm  jjj^y^  ypQji  3j^y  g^jQ^.  Foundation ,  any  war- 

iZjwm  fantable  Authority,  be  afcrib'd  to  him ,  'tis 
tribme'    without  doubt  that  whichisfb  much  boafted 
muL        of  by  Antiquity  ,  upon  a  young  Man  whom 
4*Tufc    -piato  lov'd.    At  leaft  jifuleius,  Taffo,  and  fome 
others  of  the  Moderns,  have  tranflated  them 
as  Tlato*s;  and  the  Univerfal  Approbation  they 
have  met  with,  is  an  Argument  to  me  of  the 
Truth  of  this  Opinion.    As  to  his  Amours, 
with  that  Cdofbanian ,  of  which  Laerthti  and 
Atbtnaus  fpeak ,  and  the  Epigram  the  Antb»^ 
logy  makes  mention  of,  there  may  be  fome- 
thmg  in  it,  tho'  St.  Aufiin  wou  d  give  no  Cre- 
dit to  it.    There  are  certain  Weaknefles  and 
Infirmities  in  Men,  which  Pagan  Philofophy 
had  not  the  Power  to  remedy. 
Multi  dU'      Apdeius  tells  us,in  Commendation  of  Vhto*s 
dittrum  U' DoArinc ,    that  *twas  much  Studied  by  the 
rtT     ^^^^^^^  ^"^  mightily  in  Vofeue  with  the  Vir. 
;^p]^"/^  tuofa's  of  that  foft  Sex.    fbetmfihias  informs 
f$pbia  jjo-  us  of  a  certain  Lady,  that  having  read  over 
ruerunt.    fomc  Books  of  his  Commonwealth ,  put  on 
Apul.       ihe  Habit  of  a  Man,  and  came  to  Atbeks^  and 
Studied  fome  time  in  th^t  Difguife  under  P&- 
to ,    without   being    difcover'd  j  JLatrtim  and 
St,  Clemens  AlexanJrinus  give  us  ail  account  of 
ibme  other  Women  that  did  the  fame.    This 
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was  that  which  gave  Rife  to  feveral  Scan- 
dalous Refle^ioAs^  from  which  all  the  Wifdom 
anjd  Qcavity  of  Tlato  could  not  fecure  hinu 
It  was  fi  very  .diiiicul(  matter  to  keep  fuch 
thing^  as  thefe  ptivate  /  in  a  City  fo  lewd  and 
debaufh'd  as  Athens  i  where  the  general  Diver- 
fipn  and  Enteminmeot  wa$,  to  Examine  intOj 
and;  Ceofure  the  Condud  of  one  another. 
Hoy/ever ,  we  ojught  not  to  give  too  much 
Credit  to  ArifiiffHs  >  or  Antifibenes,  of  whom  . 
A^lf^nl^Hs  fycaks^  nor  to  ^^i&e^^i^j  himfelf^  nor  r 
j:Q,rely  4pon-/^f«/^«*j,  George  oi  Trebifmd^  and 
bti^er)^-  ip  forming  a  Judgment  of  what  relates 
to'  th^p  Carriage  and  Behaviour  of  VUto :  their    / 
Teftimonies  may  be  juftly  fufpeAed  ,  becaufe 
of  the  Prejudice  they  had  conceiv'd^  and  often  ^ 
exprefs'd  ^  againl^  this  Philofopher.    Vktarcb, 
Laertius^  Valerim  Maiximffs  and  Vbotius  give  u$ 
(o  many  Examples  of  his  Moderation  in  all 
things ,  that  thcpughout  the  whole  Courfe  of 
^  hii^  we  (hall  qieet  with  no  Inftances  of  his 
III  Gondud  i  tV'  there  are^  I  muft  confets^ 
fome  flight  Sufpiciohs  of  his  111  Management^ 
in  fome  Particularsy  of  fome  unjuftifiable  Me- 
thods he   had    undertaken.    The  Difcourfe 
which  he  makes  in  the  VbaJria,  againft  Ljffiaf^ 
h  indeed  a  Confirmation  of  his  Wrong  Pro- 
ccj^dit^s  in  (bfbe  Cafes.    In  fhort^  he  was  fo 
£nv  above  Envy  ,  as  to  deipife  all  that  their 
Ajla^cious  Tong|ies  cou'd  invent  againft  him  i 
Kor  was  he  ev^  known  to  Speak  111  of  any 
lE^erfbni  wjhichw^  a  Vertue  very  rare  and 
uncommon  amoxrg  the   Phflofophers    of  his 
Thne- 

^  'Tis  true  th^re  was  fome  Coldnefs  and  In-^ 
difference  between  him  and^^^^^j^^^^^  though 
they  bad  been  both  the  favourite  Scholars  of ^ulu^ 
S$$rutes,    Auhgelk  reports,  that  Xenopbon  hav- 1,  r^,  c.  5;- 
\   .     *    '    .  "  '.  i^S    •  * 
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irigread  the  tUra firft  Bo<)ks  of  PlaiokCotd^ 
nion wealthy  and  envying  him  that  SucCefs  they 
liad  met  with  in  the  World^  wrote  that  curious 
Piece  of  the  Inftitutim  cf  Cyrus ^  with  a  defign    to 
bppofe  the  Example  of  Monarchy  ^    which 
was  a  more  noble  and  a  more  com  pleat  Form 
of  Government,  to  that  Idea  of  a  Common- 
wealth,   which  Tlato  woud  ha*e  eftablifh*cf; 
Tlato^  Ahfwer  to  this  Work  is  in  few  Words, 
y?^**    which  we  find  in  his  third  Book  of  Laws  z 
iS?^^<u  ^^^  Cyrus  indeed  was  a  treat  Generate  hkr  fofifi^ 
^  wi^'-     ca fable  of  giving  Rules  for  the  GoVemifkent  if  h 
«Kr.  Kingdom^  that  be  knew  not  bow  to  manage  tns  onm 

ex  Gell.  private  Affairs,  bow  to  rule  bis  own  Family^  Cicero^ 
fumi^!  ex  '"  ^^^  Epiftle  to  his  Brother  concerning  his 
Athen.  Conduift  in  the  Province  he  was  made  Govcr- 
Cyrus  i  nour  of,  fays.  That  the  Inftitution  of  Cjras  h 
Xe»^^^^f  only  a  Draught  or  Scheme  Of  what  oilpht  to 
ftniafidefn  ^^  ^^^^  ^°  ^^  Education  of  k  Jrocmg  Pnnce.^ 
fcriptusy  and  the  Image  of  a  perfect  Government :  Ana 
fedadefflgs\  that  as  to  the  Hiftory  of  Cyrus,  there  is  n6 
T^'^^AA  Foundation  of  Truth  in  it.  Hermogenes  in  hfe' 
Quint.  Characfters,  looks  upon  the  Adventure  ofAHror 
frat.  Ep.  I.  dates  iand  Pant  baa,  which  is  one  of  the  greateft 
Hermog.    Ornaments  of  th4t  Work,  to  ht  but  a  meer 

Li-depr.  p^ble.  ^  -/•,,;. 

It  is  truly  fomewhdt  ftrange,  thit  two  fucR 

great  Men  as  Ptafo  aiid  Xemfbon,  who  had  ftu- 

died  under  the  fame  Mafter;  and  treated  pF 

the  fame  Subjedts,  andlalmoft  after  the  fame 

Manner,  Ihou'd  be  fo  refervM  as  not  t6  fpeas 

to  one  another  j  which  makes  Qift  Vdfeve^ 

that  they  had  no  grftat  Love' and  AfF^dion  for 

one  another  ;  and  I  find  it  to  be  the  Opinion 

of  thojfe  great  Men  which  came  immediately 

Athen.      after  them,  that  there  was  no  gOod  unddrftand- 

ij\\      ^"g  between  them.    AuhgeUa fays.  That  thc]^ 

i.x4*  c.j-  avoided  the  very  naming  oile  another  fti  thtetr 
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WorKi  j  but  yet  'tis  hipft  certain^  that  they 
did  make  mention  the  one  of  the  other :  For 
XcHcfbm  fpeaks  of  Tlato^  in  the  third  Book  of 
his  Memoirs  j  and  VUu  of  Xmcfbm^  in  the 
third  Book  of  his  Law.  That  little  Efteem 
which  Tlato  had  for  Arifiippus  ^  was  better 
grounded.  For  Ariftippus  had  falfe  Vertues, 
and  inade  an  Ofientation  of  his  very  Vices. 
So  tt%t  Tlat0  did  Virith  greater  pain  behold  th6 
I^ride  and  Vanity  of  this  Philofopher,  than  he 
did  the  Brutiflihefs  of  Diogmei.  He  Yerjr 
pleafantly  ridicul'd  the  different  Manners  o£ 
thefe  two  Men  ;  but  the  Scorh  and  Contempt 
he  caft  upon  them^  did  not  in  the  leaft  difiurb 
his  quiet^his  Virtue  being  too  folid  to  be  ihakeft 
by  fo  flight  a  thing.  That  which  made  it 
more  firm  and  unmoveabl^^  was  that  it  was 
fupported  by  fincere  thoughts  of  Religion  j  for 
he  every  day  gave  thanjcs  M)  the  Gods^  that  ht 
had  had  Soctata  for  bis  Mafter^  and  that  they 
had  made  him- a  Mahj  which  he  reokon'd 
amongft  the  number  of  thofe  Graces  he  had 
received  from  Heaven^  being  periuaded  of  the 
Metempfychops. 

To  conclude^  being  come  to  the  Age  of 
fourfcore  Years  and  one^  he  died  a  rery  eafie 
peaceable  Deaths  in  the  midft  of  an  Entertain- 
meni^  he  had  made  for  his  Friends  upon  his  ^ 
Birth-day.  Both  the  Life  and  Death  of  this 
Philofopher  were  very  calm  and  undifturb'd. 
Befide  the  Advantages  of  a  noble  Birth^  h$ 
had  a  large  Ihare  of  Wit^  which  was  fiaturally 
fweet  and  ekde^  and  a  vaft  comprehenfive  Ca- 
pacity :  He  was  honoured  by  his  Country-men, 
efteem'd  by  Strangers^  and  ador'd  by  his  Scho* 
lars :  The  Love  he  had  for  Study,  was  his  fo- 
yereign  Pleafure  and  Delight^  which  he  en- 
foy'd  to  the  very  laft  Moment  of  his  Life.    Bnt 
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bU  S^y  ^  had  ooae  of  tha^  laelaiicholsr  *ni 
iad  Me&iaticmsty  which  darkeo  the  Soal»  and 
turn  thq  ]^aatQCo  a  Bn^e.  On  tbff  coo^ 
trary^'he  was  perfuaded  that  the  greateft  ad^ 
Vantage  of  l^noWledge  wa(  to  pleafe  and  divert 
thole,  whom  he  would  inftxuft,  and  that,  'twai 
better  tp  l^aow  how  to  1a^  than  how  to  I)itl^ 
courfe.  /The  Sweetnefsof  his  Nature  made  tuiR 
beV>v'd  ^yi  aJi  that  knew  him^  andhisLlS^w^ 
ledge  gaiadihim.AdmiraiioA  with  all  fucceed- 
ingAg/^  He  wasia  Man  of  fa<;h  uai?ec(al 
Efteem>.j^t.  going  on€f  day  fforti  Sjracufi  to 
the  PU(ip)wHer^  tl^y  Kjel^ptated  the  Oljmpick 
GatQi^  iwliich  wa$  the  general  AiTembly  ot  all 
Gr«(f ^^^  a^  .  fopn  a^he  app^ar'd^  they  ^tted 
their  Sppr^iisand  Shows  to  fed  him.  He  was 
belovd  ^nd  highly  valued  by  all  great  ^cfoo^ 
in  his  Life  tin^^  and  aftec  his  Deaths  he  had 
Kings  and  Cpitunon^^ealthsthat  erected  Sta- 
tues and^  dedicated  Altars  tp  him.  All  thefe 
Qualities  ohtain'd  for  him  chet  ^iame  and  Tttk 
of  the  Divine^  apd  his  Memory  is  become  ia- 
cred  to  aji.  Ages.  Such  was  the  Merit  and 
-  Glory  of  ftatoi  let  ut  now  proceed  to  fpealt 
oiAriJlptie; 


C  HAP;     IV. 

'      Of  the  fPerfan  of  Ariftotlc. 

ME  Was  of  Stagira  4.  fmaU  City  in  AiteeJo^ 
nia,  his  leather's  Name  was  NicuiuebS, 
formerly  j^hyfici^n  to  Jmynttff  the  Grandfather, 
of  Alexandeti  .  S^me  pretend,  that  l^icmiaehmi 
deriy'd  htsOsigiail  itomi^fittlfipim  the  Son  qC 
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^folh.    Anjtotk  loft  both  his  Father^  And  h^s 
MothJr^  whilchewas  an  Infant.  Prcx«if/,  be- 
ing a  Friend  and  old  Acquaintance  of  his  Far 
ther%  took  care  of  hii  Education:  andbroughe 
him  up  at  fomc  diftance  from  Athens^  but  with 
rery  ill  Management  j  for  ArifiotU  having  be- 
gan to  Study  Grammar^  and  afterwards  Poetry^ 
left  thofe  Studies^  and  entered  upon  aCourfe  of 
Lewdnefs  and  Debauchery,  and  for  feme  timd 
ibus'd  the  Indulgence  of  his  Tutor*   However^ 
he  fuccecded  in  Poetry,  witoefs  that  Poem  h^ 
compqs'd  upon  the  Death  of  thofe  Heroes  that 
were  (lain  at  the  Siege  titroyy  which  Eufiathi- 
or  and  V&r^hjri  make  mention  of    ^Having 
wafted  a  good  part  of  the  Efiate  his  Father 
left  him.  by  a  looie  an4  profligate  way  of  Life^ 
he  lifted  himfelf  into  the  Army  when  Lyjiftra^ 
fsss  wa^  Trator.    But  not  finding  himfelf  very  ^1.  1^  ^. 
fuccefsful  in  that  Profeffion,  he  went  to  t>eh  S-  ^' 
fhos  to  confult  the  Qracle  what  Cofarfe  ^^^iz^^^kh. 
ftioo'd  take^  which  commanded  him  to  go  to  i  i\.  de 
Athens  and  apply  himfelf  to  Philofophy.  prapp-. 

He  was  now  abouticvenrecn  Years  old;^^*^ 
dlympiodffrm  fays^  That  he  firft  began  this  Study 
under  Socrates:  Ammonius  and  the  Cardinal 
£(?j^r/aif  areofthefamie  Opinion^  hvxt  I^ertiuf 
diffents  from  it.  If  we  confult  Eufehius^  We 
fiiall  find  that  Socrates  died  the.  third  Year  of 
the  eighty  fifth  Olympiad  }  and  that  AHptle^ 
was  Born  in  the  ninety  ninth;  which  Account 
agrees  vith  the  Computation  made  by  ApUo* 
doTHi  and  Dlenyj^s  Hatkamajfems 

'Tis  therefore  mOfe  probable,  th^tAtiftotU 
bisgan  his  Studies  under  P/^^d,  in  the  feventeoth 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  finiui'd  them  not  till 
about  the  thirty  leventh. '  But  becau'fc  he  had  Arift.Afi^ 
^ent  his  Eftate,-he  was  forcd  to  live  for  fome  ftn.exEpi^ 
time  uponTraffick,  and  fo  turn'd  Pedlar,  and  ^^• 
A  a  €ry'4 
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cry*ci  fweet  Powder  and  Perfumes  up  and  down 

^lian  ex  the  Streets  at  Athens.  Tis  certain,  that  he  fol* 
Athen  « ^^^'^  ^^^  Studies  with  fo  much  I)iligence  and 
1.8^  '  ^^Application,  that  although  he  found  the  School 
of  Plato  fiird  With  Men  of  excellent  Parts,  yet 
in  a  very  Ihort  time  be  out-did  thofe  that  out- 
did all  others*  He  wa^  of  indefatigable  La- 
bour and  tnduflry,  and  his  Mafter  was  fur- 
priz'd  with  the  Eagernefs,  wherewith  he  run 
over  all  that  had  been  written  upon  Philofb- 
phy^  and  all  that  was  at  that  time  in  Reputes 
P/tf/0  caird  him,  thdSoul  of  his  School ;  Jfind 
when  any  Indifpofition  or  Bufmefs  kept  Arij/to^ 
tie  way,  they  Us'd  to  fay.  That  Philofophy  in 
truth  was  not  there,  and  wou'd  not  decide  any 
Contrbverfie  without  his  Advice. 

His  Thirft  after  Knowledge,  and  Defire  of 

Learning,  increas'd  every  day :   Laertim  ob- 

ferves,.  that  he.  Eat  but  little,  and  Slept  lefs  : 

And  that  to  refift  the  Drowfinefs  of  Sleep,  he 

always  held  one  Hand  out  of  Bed,  with  a  Bait 

of  Brafs  in  it,  which  falling  into  a  dafm,  was 

Alexander  to  awake  him  with  the  Noife  :  ArPimianm  AUr^ 

,  oMx  con-  cellintts  tells  US,  that  Alexander  the  Great  made 

^ubfS  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^®  Device.    But,  as  'tis  common 

extr^Lcuhi.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  %^^^^  VzKt^  and  profound  Abilities 

u  protent9  to  retire  \)i^ithin  themfelves  and  give  themfelves 

piiumtene^  Up  wftolly  to  Meditation,  without  making  any 

J^^^*^^*' Figure  abroad  J  fo  the  I^Q^umion  o(  Arifiotle, 

l^^netvo  ^^^^  ^^^y  ^'^^^®  ^'oife  in  the  World,  during 

rum  vigo  thofe  twenty  YcArs  that  he  was  pWs  scholar : 

rem  [opur  For  He  conversed  with  no  body,  and  abffain'd 

Uxdifet      f^Qn^  ^jj  ^Qpj5  pf  Diverfion,  that  ,bc  might  not 

nlTfZ  ^^^  himfelF  of  one  Moment's  Study.     FUto, 

nut         who  thought  that Excefs  of  Labour  might  pre- 

rumferet.   judice  his  Health,^  oftentimes  caution  d  him  to 

-  Afti  Mar- take  ^^re  of  it  ,•  but  his  Inclination  was  more 

^^^'  '  ^  '  prevalent  than  the  Authority  of  his  Mafrer, 
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ahciiiis  iflelancholy  Temper,  vs^hich  gave  hiiii 
up  entirely  to  Contempktiori;  bore  him  ou^ 
through  all. 

From  hende  It  was,  <Ha{  he  went  io  th'S* 
depth  of  thing?  with  fo  mudh  VigQur,  5nd  <iif- 
pos'd  them  into  great  Order  when  Mfc  had 
fearch'd  them  out.    Upon  the  fameAccountGal.de 
it  is,  that   Oalift   commends  Arifiotlt  as  the  ^^\  ^ 
Firft  and  Chief  of  the  Philofophers,  for  hav- ^^'*^- 
ihg  div*d  to  iht  Bottom  oi  the  general  Caufes 
Af  all  Beings,  and  given  an  exad  particular  De-« 
till  of  them.     Clemens  Akxandrlntis  aflurts  ifs^  Strom.li. 
that  Arifiotk  had,  at  Athens,  Conferfcrfcfts  with  a 
JeiVy  to  inftrud  him  in  the  Religion  of  the 
t^gyptidhs.     Eufehiik  h  df  the  fame  Opinion, 
and  both  (eaw  to  gr6und  it  upon  the  'teftimo-" 
ny  of  a  Perifatidan  nam'd  CUarchuiy  and  'tiiS  cfcar.  libj 
indeed  very  probabli,  that  this*  Philofopher,  to  de  fomnb. 
fupply  the  Defcft  of  a  Voyage  into  v£gjft^ 
Which  Was  then  thougW  necdlfary  for  the  ac- 
tairtflient  of  Knowledge',    Contented  himfelf 
thus  to  underftand  the  Myfteries  and  Religion  . 
of  the  t/£gyptians^  and  fave  fo  much  time  as 
wou'd  have  been  fpeftc  in  the  bare  Travelling 
into  thofe  Patti. 

It  was  about  fif<e6n  Years  after  Ariftotle  ha^ 
ffudied  under  Plato,  that  he  be^an  to  havtf 
Concfepiions  diifereAf  fron^  thofe  of  hii  Mafter* 
As  he  was  d  Man  of  good  folid  Senfe,  and  de* 
firoiis  to  rfeduce  all  his  Thoughts  under  certain 
Rules*,  and  thofe  founded  upon  Reafoh  j'  hi' 
cou'd  hoi  rake  up  With  and  acquiefce  in  thofef 
Wandring  Principles,  on  whicti  Plato  fecm'd  to 
eftablilh  h?s  Dodnne-  Thd  Boldnefs  of  ^ri^o- 
tU,  td  maintain  his  Opinions  agaltfftPAjfoj  even. 
in  his  own  Sthool,  made  his  Mafter  conceive 
fomc  difpleafure  againft  him,  and  find  fault 
With'  hif  vain  cxpenfiv^c  Habit,  as  hot  conform-- 

A  a"  X  able    , 
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able  to  the  Profeffion  of  a  Huiofopher.  For 
truly,  Arijliftk  did  begin  to  be  nice  and  fini- 
cal, and  took  too  much  care  in  fetting  himlelf 
off ,  bat  TlatQ  fcem'd  not  to  rake  any  notice  of 
it,  till  Arifiotk  had  contradided  him  in  his 
Opiniqps.  'Tis  certain^  that  the  Scholar,  hy 
examining  and  penetrating  into  the  Opinions 
.  of  his  Mailer^  made  hi$  Matter  pronounce  him 
of  a  cavilling/  captious  Temper,  and  of  a  fpi* 
rit  of  Contradidion.  This  gave  occaficm  to 
HeBadim  and  t^lian  to  fay.  That  Flato  comttk 
plain'd  of  it  with  high  Refentment^  and  that 
he  treated  his  Scholar,as  an  ungrateful  Wretch^ 
with  Ignominy  and  Dilgrace. 

Laertim  pretends,  that  the  Malice  of  Arificftle 

againff  TUto  was  carried  to  fuch  a  Height^  as 

€0  put  him  upon  the  Attempt  of  ereding  a 

School  in  oppondon  to  his,  even  whilft  Tlata^ 

Eufcb.  de  was  alive.    But  Eufebius  and  Ammmmsy'  clear 

prxp.       him  from  this   Imputation*:   And  Pbihpa$ius 

£van.  Am  j^ffures  US,  that  Cabrias  and  limotieus  who  were 

^irArift  ^^«»  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  of  Affairs,  and  rdated  toPU^ 

'  to,  wou'd  never  have  fuffer  d  it«  -  It  cannot  be 

denied,  but  that  ^ri/?^//^  did  hold  fome  Opiai« 

ons  contrary  to  thofe  of  Plato,  nor  doe^  ^ere 

feiem  any  occafion  of  making  an  Apologyfor 

him  in  this  Gafe ;  fince  nothing  is  freer  dun 

the  Mind,  and  the  Acknowledgments  that  are 

due  to  a  Mafter,>  do  not  lay  the  leaft  Oblig&ti« 

on  upon  a  Scholar  to  ^fpoufe  all  his  Opinions. 

After  all,  'tis  certain  that  ArifiotU  did  not  break 

through  thofe  common  Ties  of  good  Nature 

,   and  Gratitude,  in  relation  to  things^ifential  j 

laer.  in    for  he  preferv'd  a.  very  great  Reife<ft  for  .PA»^^, 

plac.        ^ygj^  (Q  hjg  Death  ,•  and  afterwards,  tpjet  the 

World  know  what  a  Veneration  he  had  for  fo 

extraordinary  a  Man,  he  vrrote  a  Difcourfe  in 

Honour  pf  his  Memory  j  and  erc^ed  an.Al^v 
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to  Him  as  to  a  God^  the  Inlcription  of  which 
Is  retraining  to  this  very  Day  in  the  ^ntho^ 
logy. 

Thefe  Acknowledgments  of  ArlfiotU  to  h\% 
Mafter^  are  fo  much  the  more  to  be  commend* 
tA,  in  that  he  had  fome  Reafon  to  be  diJOTatisfi- 
(ed^  fome  grounds  to  \k  difgufied  with  Vlat9. 
For  VlatOy  had  m^de  choice  of  Sfiucitfus  to 
fucceed  hin  in  hk  School^  a  Man  not  naif  fo 
:  deferving  as  Arifiotk.  It  was  this  in  all  proba- 
Uiicy  that  made  him  quit  jitbens  and  retire  to 
jttarffia,  a  fmall  City  in  the  Province  of  Mjjia 
towards  the  HeBifpont,  where  his  old  Friend 
Hermioi  was  Iving.  This  Prince  received  bim 
fo  kindly^  that  he  gave  him  his  Sifter  Tjthias 
ia  Marciage^  which  foon  carried  off  that  fpleen* 
Sietick  Humour  he  had  contraded  upon  the 
Slight  fhto  bad  ^uc  upon  himt  But  Ariptk 
was  fo  in.love  with  this  Prince(s,  and  ib  tran-* 
(f^oned  with  hi^F  Charms^  that  be  oflbc^d  Sacri- 
||ces  to  her  ^  with  the  iame.  Ceremonies  a$ 
ifere  p«form'd  to  thie  Godde6  Cmr,  an^ 
icbmpoci'd  ^  Hymn  in  honour  oiHtrmias  his  JBe- 
il^(i£tm^  after  the  Manner  of  thofe  that  are 
iiiade'ca  Afdk.  And  yet  Atbeeauf,  who  nc*-  Arift. 
yer  pardoni4^rf<  opon  any  account^  juftifies  J?"^,?^' 
hi9  iri:felttionto  this  Hymn:  And  yfw)?iK  J.^jj;  p^jj 
ih  the  Pmmidfi^.  aflrms  ^  chat  Ihe  Story  in  tiotis  * 
of  ibefe  Oblatiocis,  to  FytiioF  was  mere  Ca-  Cafaub. 
Immy  raised  mpoti^am  by  a  J^tbagansu  namd  ^"P^?  ^^- 

^     •  in  Arift 

^nf/fo;/%  .Qatd  diree  Years  with  HrnnM.         ^' 

Put  that  %ini:e  being  lakeSn  Priibner  by  ilim- 

98»  Geneulfjptf  the  King  olVtrfidi  Army,  this 

Fhilofopher  retirVi  to  Miijkne  the  Capital  Cit]f 

of  Leshps^  where  he  continued  for  fome  time* 

VbiUp  King  oiAUeiOM  had  now  nude  himfelf 
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X^enK  to  invite  him  to  come  and  uke  Care  of  the  £« 
Fbilippm^  4ucation  of  his  Son  Alexander,  who  was  thet) 
fiu  Jr0^  about  fourteen  Years  of  Age.  Arifiotk  accepted 
f^J^  of  the  Offers  made  him  i  and  in  thole  eight 
fiU  iW«- Years,  Tic  was  with  that  young  Prince,  he 
femucit-  taught  him  Eloquence,  Phyficks,^  Ethicks,  and 
•^^  f^  Politicks  i  efpecially  what  was  moft  obfcure  in 
^^^^  thofe  Sciences,  together  with  a  particular  fort 
frac^sdc  of  philofophy,  which,  as  flutarcl  affirms,  this 
'fiteret  iaT  Great  Man  taught  no  ot^er  Perfon, 

Cic  L3.  deOrar. 

lehiUf  and  Ohmftof  his  Queen,  feeing  the 
Progrefs  their  Son  had  made  under  the  Tui^ 
tion  of  fo  excellent  a  Mafter,  commanded  Sea* 
rues  to  be  ereded  in  Honour  oijAtifietlt,  and 
plac  d  them  amongft  thofe  the  People  had  fee 
up  for  them.  VlnUf  gave  Ordecs  for  the  re^ 
building  ofStagtra,  which  had  been  demolifli'd 
plu(ar.  in  by  the  late  Wars,  and,  in  Fayoqr  of  his  Son  s 
Alex.  Mafter,  reftor'd  the  Inhabitants  to  their  anci- 
ent Liberty.  .  Ak^tanJer,  for  bis  part,  had  fuch 
an  Bfteem  for  Anfiotk,  that  he  profefs'd  pub- 
Hckly,  that  he  wa^  more  oblig  d  ro  him  tha^to 
Tbilif  ;  for  his  Father  had  oxi^ly  made  him  a 
Prince,  but  his  Mafter  ha^  made  him  a  Man  : 
And  undoubtedly  there  could  be  no  lels  than 
fo  great  a  Mafter  as  Ariftotk^  to  form  fo  great 
a  Prince  as  Alexan^r.  »Ti$  the  Glory  of  S^cra* 
tesy  that  he  had  fuch  a  Scholar  as  Vl^o^  and  of 
Tlato,th2X  he  was  Mafter  to  Arijlotle ;  hovlf 
jpavLth  riiore  honourable  m lift  it  then  be  for 
Arifiotie  to  have  brought  up  fuch  a  Scholar  as 
Alexander^  lyho  deferved  to  be  MaQcr  of^'thft 
.-.f  1  '*/  ^'     .  V    .     ^'   '.    ^ '.    whole 
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Whole  World?   But  Lucian,  who  fpares  no  Luc.  in 
hddy,  would  have  us  believe  that  ArifiotU  gave.^^^'A'^** 
Alexander  an  ill  Education,  that  he  abus'd  the       ^^ 
Goodoefs  of  his  .Nature,  and  became  the  grof- 
feft'  and  moft  falfome  Flatterer  of  all  his  Court.    \ 
Byt  Lucian  is  a  Railer,  who,  tt>  fupport  a  Cha^' 
rader  that  beft  pleafed  his  Fancy,  did  not  ^ic(s 
to  turn  every  thing  into  Burlefque,  even  Re- 
ligion it  feU,  Philofophy,  and  Loyalty,   the 
three  things  of  the  World  which  moft  deferve 
Refped  and  Veneration. 

After  all  this,  AriftotU  loft  the  Favour  of 
Alexander  by  a  very  ftrange  Accident.      C^- 
Mjfbenesy  one  of  that  Prince  s  Courtiers,  anid  a  Califthms 
iieiar  Relation  of  Ari/otle\  wai  us'd  to  talk  in^emt 
ifomewhattoo  freely,  even  in  the  Audiepce  o(^^^^  5"'/- 
^/^xW^r himfelf,  who  Had  often  bore  mxh^V^f 
him :  But  the  yoiing  Man, out  of  too  auftere  zumium 
Virtue,  too  fevere  and  rigid  a  Temper,  h^v-  ingmoAc- 
ing  one  day  too  publickly  l?t  f^fl  fome  thipgs  <^'^^^^ 
kiRefleaion  upon  the  |ving's  CpndiiftV  was]\^"^^- 
difgrac  d  at  Court  ^*  and^  as  -ti$  pretended,  in  plutar,  in 
Revenge,  too  eafily  hearkened  to  the  Propofi*  -^lex. 
lions  made  by  Hermolaur^  and  fome  others  of 
the  Nd>ility,  againft  the  Lilie  of  Alexander. 
The  Confpiracy  was  difcover'd,  Califihenes  ex* 
pos'd  to  the  Limj,  and  ArifiotU  fufpedtpd  of 
having  be?n  in  the  Plot. 

Butwhilft  the  Defire  of  Qlory  hurries  ot) 
Alexander  to  the  Cpnquel^  of  the  whole  Worlds 
Arifiotle  retires  to  Mbem^  where  he  fpund  z 
very  favourable  Reception,  For  Tbilip  h^' 
in  Confider^tion  of  hini,  beenTormerly  very 
gracious  to  the  Athenians.  After  thie  Death  of 
Spencipptfr.  Maft^r  of  Flafi^"$  SciiQot^  Xenocrates 
fucceeded,  and  ^n/^f/e  finding  the  Vacancy 
fiird,  was  now  refolv'd  to  fet  ujp  a  School  o! 
|iis  own.  The  Defign  he  ha^  ot  teaching^a!^ 
^-  "''''"    Aa 4  ^?^- 
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ter  a  difiercAt  toanofla:  from  that  of  Plata^  luidL 

of  recedling  from  bis  Opioions^i  wa$  the  chief 

Motive  that  put  him  upon  tfai^  Vto^A,  and 

confirmed  him  in  the  Refofotton.    The  Ma*-- 

giftrates  o[Jxiensj  willing  to  make  iaoie  Ac« 

^  knowledgment  of  bis  Merits  g»\^  bim  ch«  Lj^'^ 

cifBum  po  fet  up  this  new  School  ini   whidi 

Place^  in  a  little  tin)c^  became  famous  by  the 

Concourfe  of  his  Scholars,    it  was^  at  thik 

timcj  he  composed  his  principal  Works :  yee 

l>lixtaf:  in  Vlutareil  (ay  s^  that  he  bad  already  if  ri(  his  Bookt 

Alex,       of  Natural  and  Moral  Philofoi^iy,  of  Meta- 

phyficks  and  Rhecorick  :  and  tells  us  Ukewifc^ 

chat  AknianJcr  was  very  much  difpicaied  with 

him  for  having  ^ade^  publick  wli^t  he  had 

taught  him  ;  in  which  j^xandtr  was  not  juft 

to  rob  Ari/tctk  of  fo  much  lawful  Glory^  and 

Poftericy  of  facih  ufef ul  Works.    But  Ak^nndit  ^ 

pretended  to  raife  hia^felf  above  all  tba  World. 

$s  well  bv  his  Knowledge  as  bi$  Power^  ^ 

Co  exceea  all  Mankind  ^  far  in  the  one  as  tl>e^ 

Other,  fo  much  he  aifedisd  Glory,       - 

The  iame  TUtarcb  informs  u%  chat  Arifi^k^ 
difgufted  at  AlexanJ^^  Sufpicipns  of  hidi,  an4 
at  the  Prelents  he  had  fene  to  JiicnoeNftts^  refea*- 
eed  it  fo  highly^  that  he  was  a  Coofederace  in 
^he  Confpiracy  of  Jntifaur.  .^ifhilitm  doies  iti 
fame  manner  authori^  this  Opinion,  when  be 
defcribes  the  fdolUh  Vanity  ptCaracalla.  Tlus 
extravagant  Emperor,  who  aSed^d  to  r^feqli^ 
ble  Alexander  in  all  things* .  expell'd  all  the  P«- 
rifatetlck  Philofophers  out  of  A^^xat^Atia^  ima- 
gining that  Ari&otU  had  in  Effed  contributed 
€0  the  t}t^i)[^  01  Alexander  I  But  with  Pelerence 
both  to  Vlutarcb  and  J^hilifmy  this:  Opinioh 
has  no  Foiindacioil,  aD  leaft  ionade  ho  Im<^ 
preffion  upon  the  MIod  of  that  Prince  |  whd, 
^     $y 50  after  the  peath  of  Q^Ufihems^  and  in  the 
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vory  Height  of  4II  hU  Coin]tt^9  dofnmaoded 
Jr^fiik  to  apply  httnfdf  to  the  ConfidentioR 
of  Animals.    He  fencJum  eight  hundred  T»»  410000 
lanes  to  bear  the  Expencai  of  that  Study,  and  cmnu  ^ 
ffLvt  him  a  vaft  namber  of  Huotfinea  and  ^RPP* 4f4 
pmiermen^  to  work  aoGMding  to  hit  Orders^  •' 

and  bring  him  ip  from  every  part,  wfaereob  he  ^ 

might  make  his  Obfervations*  .         ' 

This  UberaUty,  and  thefe  Caret,  were  Te*  J£*^?^ 
fiimooies  of  the  Greatnefs  of  Soul  that  was  in  flSZ^' 
this  Prince,  as  well  as  Tokens  c^die  little  Irn^  ^/j|r  ; 
preffion  that  Sufplcion  had  made  upon  hh^^d^iM 
Mind,  ,^t  Ari0^U  was  concerned  in  the  Con^  ^'^ 
fpiracy  ofCdUjUims^  wluch  j^tfiiMr  Cmku  be^  aK^J^ 
.  Ueves  to  be  ialfe.  ammm^^ 

ticne  A   ' 
jfot^/e /bn«io  in  mnnifcientia  vir^  atifm  bmiMwn  milUd  in  Him . 
Gracis^itraSu  ei  parere  juffai  &c.  Plm.  1,  8^  c.  16.  Atken.  U  9.  i 
an.  1.  4*  Var.  Hift.  c/i>. 
.  Cdlifik^s  imi  ia  upia  titgk  eonfiiii  innoxsMs.  Curt.  L  f . 
*'     ■  .  •'.■'.* 

As  for  the  Confpiracy  ti  Antipater^   who    .   ^   'r-. 
poifon'd  AUxMder^  of  which  Vhaarcb  apcuiei 
ArifitcU,  it  has  lefs  Appearance  of  Truth  thaai  ^       ^^ 
the  former  J  for  Arifiotk  Xvf'd  at  Atlnms  th  Peace         '  -> 
and  Quiet,ander  the  Protection  of  that  Prince, 
and  was  Qot  exposed  to  the  Periecudon  of  his   , 
Enemies  till  after  ^iifx^n^fr't  Death ;  which 
was  then  raift^gainft  him  -by  the  cunning 
Artifices,  and^the  Inftigation  of  a  Prieft  of  ^) 

pres,  nam'd  Eurymdm.  This  Priefr  accus'd 
Arifiotk  of  Impiety ;  and,  to  ccdpur  over  his 
Accusation,  and  give  it  Credit,  he  produced 
tlie  Hymn  which  this  Phiiofof^er  had  former^ 
}y  conipofed  in  Hon<)ur  of  Skrmm  ;  and  in* 
(hmc'd  in  thole  Sacrifices  he  had  made  to  that 
Prince's  Sifter,  as  to  the  Godded  Ceres.  Ari^ 
filthy  to  clear  himfclfi  writ  a  very  large  Apo^ 
'^gy  to  the  Magiftr^tes,  not  being  willing  ta 
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Mpofe  Im  Perfefi  in  hts  own  Defence  ;  for  he 
wanted  the  Adrantages  of  Elocution^  being 
^  wit  de&^fe  :in  his  Speech,  having  a  fmall 

>   V      )  and  uspieafant  Voice. 

ff^m^  ^  .A&eff.d]ift.Pbilofopher  had  thus  delirer'd  in 
nmriHi'  a Jufitficatidn  of  himfelf td  the  Bench,  here-^ 
tndhim  litol  to  GifciK,  ^  City  of  E«*^4,  being  appre- 
^bm/^  henfiTcofafevcre  Sentetice  Crom  the  People 
ih^'v.'-  t^Atbmsi  who  were  very  nice  in  Matters  of 
Eth.  c  X.  Religiom; .  The  fole  Remembrance  of  Soeratet 
Stit1xLio.his  Cafe:  upon  the  like  Acoifetion,  raifed  \d 
F  Sw*-  Jrijhitkixdk  a;dread  offallliig  int^>  the  Hands 
of  this  Peonle,  thatfome  believe  he  chofe  ra- 
tber  to  poimr  himfelf,  than  truft  to  the  Mer- 
Tttft  in-  ^y  ^^  ^*^  Enemies-  St.  Juftin  and  St.  Grego^ 
S^.  ad  ^y  NazianzenfsLy^  that  he  died  with  Difcon- 
BehtK  tent ,  becaufe  he  cou  d  pot  comprebgnd 
«rcg.  Na*  the  Caufe  of  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the 
nan.  con-  ^^p.^^.  Upon  which  fevcral  of  the  Moderns 
Nonnus  ^^^^  invented  this  Story,  which  has  fmce  very 
in  Greg,  much  prcvail'd,  that  ArifiotU  threw  himfelf  in- 
theol.  to  the  Eurifm,  i  faVing  thefe  Words,  Since  I  cant 
ioaaVal-  ^^rebtnd  Thetg,  tbmjhak  comprehend  me. 
Icii.  Ang.  ^ 
CeLRbodig.  1.  z^*  LeA.  inti^)!.  pic  Mirand, 

Others  believe  that  he  died  a  natural  Death^ 
Cenforin.  of 'die  Golick  1  Cenforinus  and  Am^ianus  Mar^ 
dtdienzt^ffif^  affufe  bs,  that  he  w^'very  fabjeft  to. 
Jf  ""•  ^-  that  Diftcmper.    This  laft  Opinion  fe6ms  to 
me  tl^  rabft  likely  ;   for  what  Probability  is 
there  that  a  Man  of  fo  much  Senfe  and  Pru- 
dence as  ^rl^or/ir,  jhould  determine  to  poilon 
himfelf  j  and  that  too  after  be  bad  fecur  a  him- 
felf  by  a  wife  Retreat  from  the  Power  of  the 
Athenians  }  or  that  he  fhould  give  himfelf  up  to 
,    Melancholy  and  Defpaif ,  becaufe  he  cou'd  not 
comprehend  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  a  Tide, 
who  had  fo  pften  met  with  feyeral  things  tfhio 
■  y  .^   .•    •  -  -  '^      ■■'•••'•     -^    '        fe^ 
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fyt  bounds  to  his  Knowledge,  and  of  Hrhidi 

he  was  content  to  oe  ignorant  i  He  died  in  hii. 

great  Climaaerick  Year,  Sixty  three,  fit  whi^h^ 

Age  Dmofihtnts  and  Cictro  died,  but  a  violent 

Deatl^,    The  People  oiStgpra  too|t  away  his 

Body,  ai)fl  ere<9:e<i  Altars  to  him.    He  1<^ 

behind  \m  *  Paughter  by  Pjtbiat,  and  «  Son 

Sy  anothier  Wife.    The  Daughter  w^s  todrried 

a  fecond  time  to  a  younger  Son  of  J>tmar»tm, 

|Ung  fXLaeeiatmn ,  and  the  Son  was  that  Iff 

(omacbiif '  whom  he  fp  dearly  lov'd,  and  to> 

.  whom  he  4e4icated  his  Books  of  MoraUcy. 


,  !  ^,       1,1       .Ul .,.».    ]. 


C  H  A  P-    V. 

4  Corrlp^rifott  between  their  Manners  and 
pheir  Tarts. 

TO  conclude  this  firft  Part^  which  refped« 
only  the  Perfon  of  Plato  and  ArifiotU,  I 
think  we  may   form  this  Judgment  q(  .  ^heir 
particular  Qualifications  and  Endowments  from: 
the  Abridgment  I  have  made  of  their  lives. 
The  Behaviour  o^Tlafo  feem'd  more  innocent^  ' 
and  his  Manners  more  ^ncorrupte^^  and  hi% 
Converfation  mpre  agreea|)le  than  Arifiotl^^. 
Birth  and  good  ^di^ca^ion  ^   wi;:bQUt  doubt^ 
gave  thefe   Advantages  to  Tlato  ^   whp  wa? 
brought  up  like  a  P'erfon  of  Quality.    Arifiatk 
vfras  fometimes  reduc'^  to  theNeceffity  of  turn- 
ing Empirick  for  a  Livelihood  ;  fo  tha^t  the  UQ** 
happy  Condition  of  his  Affairs  reduQ'd^him  to 
the  miferable  Circumftances  of  a  (IruggUng^nd 
precarious  Life.    Tkto^  at  his  Return  froin  hi$' , 
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Travels^  K/d  reHr'd.  ArifiaU  was  a  long  tjme 
at  Couit,  exjpb^M  to  the  Tamiilc  and  Hurry  of 
a  Cowt^L^e^,  and  taafl  (he  Adrentures.  of  4 
iCowttir.*  I^s  Natural  indinatiofis  principal- 
Ijf  ajy^iM  iat  the  Court  of  Hermi^f,  *where  he 
ddfted  w^bourConftrauit  ?  NSs  Paflion  fdr  Py^ 
iHittf^  iho  Adibrationfbepaidher^  and  ah  the 
Ifr^tdttl*  £ytr!|irj(gancies  of  his  Love ;  the  mao- 
pct  of  Mi  leafting  that  Ptince^  upon  bdng  di(^ 
^ac'4  $  his  Jfealoofies  of  Speucipput ;  his  irrecon- 
i^e^Me  Hatred  ^fXcAofirMs  •  the  Intrigues  ho' 
carried  <m  «•  the  Cpnrts  of  fbitip  ztxA  Akxdndtr, 
who  were  both  equally  delicate  and  nice  •  and 
the  preteiiiled  Sufpi ciohs  of. Alexander^  in  rela- 
tion to  his  Fidelity^  fufi^ciently  lay  open  the 
rery  bottom  of  his  Heart.  Mz$9^  who  confix 
ned  himfelf  to  his  Books  and  his  Schopl^  dkl 
QOt  fa  oftenrcdntend  with  Fortune  ;  fd  that  hi$ 
Life  was  more  eafie^  his  Mind  more  calm  and 
peaceable^  his  Condud  more  juft  and  regular^ 
his  '[phoughts^  in  relation  to^bii^  Fiiends^UFHird 
hbneft^  and'3  th  relation  to  the  Qods>  more 
sili^os.  ^  •  "^        * 

I  ausft  confe($  ii:(deed^  that  of  all  the  Ver- 
tttes  ofPjat^y  there  is  none  that  I  adtnire  more, 
or  aar more  afi%»9ed' with^  than  his  Bafltfuloeiit 
and  jhiodefty*  He  that  knew  hbw  lo  fpeak  fo 
well^  never  utterd  any  thing  as  bis  own :  'T was 
.  by  the  Mottthr  of  his  Mafter  (!faat  he  expreG'd 
.httRiBif :  Tw3&  S^emes  that  fpolce  alt  that  ?U* 
t$  kfiew,  tod  the  Mailer  that  obcain'd  the  Ciia« 
niAer  and  ileputation  of  a  Man  of  Learning,, 
which  watirdue  to  the  Scholar  j  or  rather: the 
§cholar^  ^at  gave  bis  Mafter  the  Honour  an4 
Credit  of aU  that  he  faid,  ^tid  all  that  he  kbe w: 
Never  was  there  any  Scholar  that  paid  fo  mucH 
Acknowledgment  to  his  Mafter,  as  Tlato  did 
t<>  Smates.    Arifiotk  was  the  very  fte^crfe,  and 
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aded  the  dkt&  ox^fcfary  to  all  this :  H^  ail* 
vancd  his  own  MaxicBSj  and  pablUk-d  htt 
Dodrine  eftabli&'d  upon  his  own  FQtmda- 
tions^  without  fo  much  as  making  ch€^  leaft 
mention  olFiato^  who  had  been  his  Mafier« 

As  to  the  Qualities  of  Mind^  they  were  both 
equally  extraordinary,  they  had  both  a  Gmmi 
that  was  elevated  and  advanced^  and  ftapes 
for  great  things^  'Tis  tFue»  iliat  Pl0io  had  the 
bri£htei):  and  moft  refined  Parts)  but  AHfi^U 
had  a  Soul  more  enlarged:  PUrohada  liifely^ 
quick,  and  copious  Fascy^  ferdHc  in  hfff^tk^ 
tions^  Idea's^  Expceffioos  and  Figures^  giving 
a  thoufand  different  Tucns>  aikT  a  diouiaoa 
new  and  diftin^  Cplouis  to  every  thing  %  bnt^ 
after  all>  it  was  very  often  properly  no  more 
than  a  meer  Fancy.  Arifi^tUis  hard  and  drf 
in  all  he  fays :  but  however,^  what  he  &ys  is 
folid  fubftantial  Reafon^  though  his  Language 
be  rough*  His  Stile^  pure  as  it  is^has^  I  know 
not  what^  fomething  in  it  ftiff  and  rigidj  andf 
his  Obfcuricies^'  whether  natural  or  aii^dedj 
perplex  and  weary  out  moft  of  his  Readem 
Plato  is  very  delicate  and  nice  in  aU  that  h& 
thinks^  and  in  all  that  be  fays:  Arifi^tU  is  far 
from  this  Exa^nefs^  though  he  have  n^ore  of 
Nature  in  his  Stile:  which  is  plain  and  well 
conneded^  but  fomewhat  rugged  and  knotty  t 
VUto'$  is  lofty  and  fublime^  but  fcmiewhat  loofd 
and  difFusU  This  always  fays  mo»  than  need^ 
dwelling  generally  too  long  upon  a  SubjeA, 
that  never  fays  enough/ but  gives  us  only  fome 
general  HintSj  and  teaves  us  to  find  out  by 
Dint  of  Thought  what  he  has  pafs'd  over  in 
3ilence.  The  one  furprizes  and  dazles  us  with; 
a  blazing  Charader  i  the  other  enlightens  and 
inftru&s  ps  by  a  )uit  and  folid  Method :  And 
as  the^Re^oningspf  the  one  are  mord^^  home 
;     ./.?  and 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC     '^ 


^66  A  Comparifon  of 

mA  to  ihe  purpofe^  being  plain  and  anartiH- 

cial  ;  (b  the  Reafonings  of  the  other  are  more 

ingenious^  intricate^   and  confused.    Plato  in^ 

Hills  Wit  by  the  Fertility  of  hts  own,  and  A^ 

rifiotii  infufes  Reaibh  and  Juldgment  hf  the  Im^ 

preffion  of  good  Senfe,  which  appears  in  all  he 

^    has  faid.     In  thort,  Tlato'i  Dcfign  is,  for  thff 

moft  part,  dnly  to  fpcak  well/  ArifiotWs  to  rea- 

fon  v^oll,  to^dive  to  the  bottom  of  things,  to 

fearch  out  and  fix  upon  fome  firft  Principles, 

and  from  thefe  to  draw  infallible  Conclufions  ; 

whilft  PAiri>,allowing  himfelf  a  greater  Liberty, 

adorns  his  Difcourfe,  and  pleafes  more  j  but 

out  of  too  great  ah  Ambition  of  moving  the 

Pafliohs,  he  is  often  hurried  away  by  his  own' 

Eloquence*    He  expreiled  eterf  thing  he  faid 

Longin.     ^  a  Figure,  Whfch,  perhaps,    gave  Ifiiginfit 

cap.  »9.de  Occafion  to  blame  the  imirfoderate  Ole  he 

Gen.  fub.  makes  of  Metaphors,  out  of  too  great  an  Af^ 

feiftation  of  the  Sublime,  in  which  he  appears 

to  have  gone  beyond  the  due  Bounds :   His 

fUffuS'  Exordiums  ofTim^m,  ofPbaJon,  ofCritiof^  and 

vim  ^  ^^  ofParmeniJet,  have  all  the  Loftinefi  and  Gran- 

gtndm^    dcur  of  this  Stile,  but  are  not  anfwerableto  the 

fSSL'ji  Gharader  of  a  Philofopher,  and  of  a  Man  thacf 

ferftuden-  makes  it  his  Profeffion  to  inftruA  the  World. 

dim  /ct-/-       Arifiotle  has  a  Command  over  hhnfelf,  andt 

'jTn    ^^^  within  Limits :  He  calls  things  fimply  by 

^ttUs  "Im  *beir  proper  Names  ;  (o  that,  never  wandring 

Toborit  hu  from  his  Path,  never  foaring  too  high,  he  a- 

bet  qum    voids  thofc  Errors  into  which  Plato  fell  j  who' 

Al3on!*  a  falffe  Ri>ad^by  his  too  pleafant  Methcd  of  In- 
U  omnihsi  ^^^^^^^^ 

iua  diictn.  But  though  Plato  has  exceird  in  all  the  Parts 
dAprstori  of  Eloquence,  tho  he  was  a  moft  perfed  Ora- 
eminuit  ^q^  \fy  langinus  his  Opinion,  which  is  confirmed 
I  Tilt  ^^^^  ^y  ^^^ogtnes  in  his  Idtat,  tho  the  Elo^ 
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quencc  of  this  Philofopher  excecAed  that  of  all 
prators :  and  tho  Arl^tU  cannot  tte  faid  to  be 
upon  any  Account  eloquent  j  yet  we  fliall  find 
that  he  commonly^  upon  any  Sufejeft  to  bedif- 
gours'd  of,  adds  the  Body,  the  ticffvous  aodi 
moft  fubftamial  part,  Whilft  the  otker  gives 
only  the  outward  Form,  beautified  at^d.^dorn'd 
with  Variety  of  Cblours.    'Tis  in  this'Senfe 
that  we  are  to  take  the  Opinion  of  ^intilUn^  futll^ 
when  he  fay$,  that  the  PMonifis/  who  are  the  tftimi  s^ 
principal  Scholars  of  Sccraw,  have  the  beft  cratuipra- 
Method  of  making  a  compleat  Orator.    But,  P^^^^*^^^ 
to  finifh  this  Parallel,  Cicero  prptends  that  tlafo  p!*"'^"- 
was  too  pervcrfely  bent  to,  and  too  obftinate*  inetHit^ 
ly  aflfeaed  with  the  Study  of  Geometry,  Mu-  Mufcil^ 
fick,  and  Agronomy  : .  He  did  indeed  endea*  ^firU  ^ 
vour  too  much  to  refine  upon  that  Kjiowledge  ^'^'fff 
of  Numbers,  which  he  had  taken  from  the  j^-  a^'Y^\ 
tba^reansy  by  which.be  has  invQlved  himf^defin/ 
in  frequent  and  repeated  Myftenes>in  the  moft 
common  Reafonings  of  Philofophy.     Arifii^h 
has  confined  hlmfelf  to  the  ObjeAs  of  Senfe 
alone,  on  thefe  he  lays  the  common  Founda- 
tion of  his  Knowledge,  without  raifing  him- 
felf  above  his  Subject,  by  the  Subtleties  and  in* 
iricate  Refinemenifs  of  PAi/k?,  .  with  which  that 
Philofopher,  fo  much  given  up  to  abftraAcd 
Notions,  hadwprh  himfelfout.     After  all,. the 
Diflference  and  Diftinfiion  between  thefe  two 
Philofophers  will  more  remarkably  appear  from 
an  Account  of  their  Method,  which  is  the 
Second  Part  I  have  propofed  in  this  Gompa- 
rifon. 
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The  Method  of  ?hto. 

\LATO  obferres  no  certain  Method  in 
explaining  his  Do<%ine  j  his  GtntMs  is  fo 
(ree^  and  bii  Stile  fomixt  and  com- 
pounded^ that  hefeems  not  to  follow  any 
Rule,  silt  after  alh  if  we  read  him  with  At- 
tention^  we  cannot  out  iheet  wirii  fome  Marks 
^nd  Tokens  of  a  Method  proper  and  peculiar 
to  him  alone  j  becaufe  of  Che  great  Liberty  he 
takes^  and  of  that  Varie^  and  Diverfity  of  Me- 
thcf6s^  if  we  may  fo  call  it^  which  he  allows 
nimielf  in  all  his  Compofitions. 

The  Firft,  and  moft  known  of  allthcfo 

Methods,  is  that  of  Dialogue^  which  he  bor  • 

row*d  from  Socrates,  and  Tome  other  Phflofo-;, 

lacrt,  in  phers  of  his  time.     Diogenes  Laerfim  lays,  that 

Plat.  A-  ^n  j|j2^  ^^^5  ^j^i^  jj^  jf^pfe  xiixies ,  was  Writ 

*  *•  after  this  manner.     Stilfon,  Euclid^,  Glaucon^ 

Arift  in    ^''^^  '^®  Athenian,  znd  Xenafbon,    all  writ  fo# 

Poet'       Akxamenes,  of  whom  AriftotU  fpeaks  ,  was  tn« 

firft  Author  of  this  Way ;    Socrates  us'd  it  as 
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the  rhoft Natural  for  Ihftrdaioh,  an3  mbl^ 
proper  to  clear  up  the  Difficukies  which  were 
generally  met  With  in  the  particular  Circum- 
ftances  of  any  Material  Bbfineis  und?r  Eiami- 
nationj  becaufe  in  the  Series^  Order  ind.Cof- 
herency  of  a  continued  Dllcburfe^  Many  things 
cfcap'd  thofe  that  were  to  bis  infoi-m'd;  which; 
in  the  Intervals  of  Dialogue^  there  wa^  Leifure 
and  Opportunity  to  make  a  more  exad:  En- 
quiry into.  TUt0,  who  derivd  all  his  Learning 
from  Stcrates^  found  this  Method  of  Teaching 
the  nioft  Conformable  to  his  Genius  ^  which 
wa^  Sublime  and  Elevated  ;  but  Freis .  and 
moft  agi'eeable  to  an  Unlimited  ^  Rambling^ 
Incoherent  Difcdurfc;  in  which  one  is  not 
obiig*d  to  be  ty'd  down  to  one  Defign  ,  nor 
bound  up  to  one  and  the  fame  Subjed.  The 
Spirit  6f Plato  cou'd  not  be  kept  Within  Bounds, 
nor  fubjeded  to  any  Rules ;  all  is  loofe  and 
disjointed,  even  where  he  was  moft  ExaiSt. 
There  is  io  much  Variety  in  his  Dialogues, 
'  that  Picus  Mlrandula  affures  Us  ,  that  his  own  be  Var: 
Schoilars  cdu'd  ilot  dcitermlnq  precifely,  on  PoatXiMi: 
what  one  particular  SubjeA  He  ever  Treated  ;  '•  «•  ^-  4* 
As  for  Inftance,  in  his  Bobk$  of  Luw,  he  talks! 
6^  the  Nature  of  the  Soul,  of  iti  Generation, 
and  Immortality  j  in  his  Pbadon  ,  and  in  hi^ 
Tsm^us ,  he  explains  its  Ecernityy  in  his  Dia- 
logue of  Memn  ,  which  is  a  Diicourfe  upoh 
upon  Virtue,  he  intermixes  i  large  Treatife  of 
Otinnetrfy  where  he  fhews ,  how  Virtue  may 
be  taught  by  its  Principles,  as  Geometry  is. 
In  his  firft  Akibiades ,  which  is  a  Difcourfs 
about  the  Nature  of  Man  ,  h6  makes  a  great 
Digreflioti  upoh  Mufick  :  And  thus ,  in  alt 
the  SubjeiSs  he  Treats  of,  he  follows  more  his^ 
own  Genius ;  than  the  Matter  in  hand;  ThiV 
may  be  his  chief  Charaf<fter ;  rtot  but  thai  upoh 
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due  Refleaion ,  we  may  pecc«ive^  that  thefe 
Wandrings^  thefe  Digreffions  are  not  proper- 
ly Deviations :  For  we  ihall  find^  if  we  con* 
fider  them  truly,  that  they  comport  well,  and 
have  a  very  good  Agreement  With  the  Princf* 
pal  Subjed:;  and  that  he  feems,in  all  outward 
Appearance,  to  have  noDefign,  tho'he's  al- 
ways carryii^  One  on  in  lecret*  But  we 
muft  confefs,  that  he  might  have  gone  in  a 
more  dired  Line ;  and  that  by  making  fuch  an 
uneven  and  irregular  Tour,  by  moving  in  fuch 
crooked  and  indire<9;  Paths,  he  fetches  a 
larger  Compafs ,  and  takes  a  wider  Couric 
than  is  requifite  ,  in  order  to  arrive  at  its  pro- 
posed End. 

Diogenes  is  of  opinion,  that  Plato  made  choice 
of  this  Manner  ot  Wricing,  out  of  a  Defign  to 
Examine  beccer  into  Things  j  by  theExpofi- 
tions  he  made,  and  byQueftiods  and  An« 
fwers.  'Tis  upon  this  Account,tbat  he  fays,  in 
his  Cratylas ,  that  a  compleat  Logician  is  he 
that  knows  well  how  to  Oppofe  and  Anfwer; 
at  which  Flato  was  excellent ,  for  he  was  a 
very  great  Logician  in  the  Judgment  of  Arl^ 
ftotle  himfeifl .  But  there  are  two  Difficulties 
to  be  clear'd  about  Plates  Dialogues:  The  firft 
is.  Whether  they  contain  the  Pure  and  Un- 
tainted Dodrine  of  Socrates,^  as  Plato  himfelf 
feems  to  pretend  :  The  fecond  is ,  Whether 
the  Conferences  which  this  Philofbpher  hol^ 
with  the  Pet (bns  he  introduces  in  his  Dia- 
logues ,  were  true  and  real. 

As  to  the  Firft  Difficulty,  there  is  very  great 
probability,  that  all  that  P/^fi?  fays  in  his  Dia- 
ogues ,  came  not  Pure  and  Uncomppunded 
rom  bis  Matter ;  but  that  he  has  intermix*d 
m  own  Thoughts  with  thofe  oi  Socrates ,  to 
Auth(>fize  his  own  Dodrine ,  and  gire  more 
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Weight  CD  what  he  himfelf  advances  ^  and 
and  greater  Credit  to  what  he  had  learn  d  Id 
his  Voyages  into  Egypt  and  i^atj  ,  which  pro- 
bably were  not  altogether  unprotitable.  Laer^  Laert.  ii 
tiui  is  of  the  fame  Opinion,  and  fays  in  plain  ^^^^ 
Terms,  thzt  Plato  bm  vhrote  things  wbkb  Socrates 
HtverfaUi.  There  are  five  Pertons  whom  Plat<^ 
introduces  in  hisDialogueSj^  to  declare  and  ejt- 
plain  his  Thoughts :  Socratts,  Ttmaui^  Tarmt-^ 
nUes;  the  other  two,  one  an  Athenian,  and  the 
other  of  Ei^aies,  are  Anonymous.  He  brings 
in  Gargias^  fbraJymacbtHty  CaUicUs^  ToIms^  and 
Ttotag&ras  3  Eutiymedes  and  others ,  only  td 
propofe  what  he  does  not  approve  of^and  wou*d 
refute  :  And  takes  particular  care  to  make  eve- 
ry one  fpealc  according  to  his  f>roper  Cha^ 
rader. 

As  to  the  ftcond  Difficulty,  Athen^us  zn-* 
fwers  it  in  his  eleventh  Book,  where  Timo^ 
finds  fault  with  PW,  for  having  Brought  in  td 
his  Dialogues  things  that  never  wer6.  Irf 
fliort,  'tis  faid,  that  Oergias  having  heard  that 
Dialogue  recited  which  bears  his  Name^  de-^ 
clar'd  it  to  be  Suppofititious,  and  that  he  hadi 
never  laid  a  Word  of  what  Tlato  made  him 
foeak.  PbdJan  protpfted  the  like  upon  the 
lame  occafion  j  and  'tis  impolSble  that  Pamie^ 
nides  cou'd  ever  have  had  that  Difcourfc  with 
Socrates  which  Plato  attributes  to  bim^  becaufe 
they  liv'd  not  both  a(t  the  fame  timte.  Socrates 
himfelf  having  heard  the  dialogue  of  Ljfis  re- 
peated to  him,  fays  of  Plato  in  Lftrtists^  This 
joung  Man  titakiS  me  nkry  [tlf-conctttei.  And  Xendplfvri 
Xenof  ban  in  Aukgella  affures  us,  that  Socrates  ^Jf  ^^^^i^^ 
underftood  neither  Phyficfes  nor  Mathematicks,  ^J^^^J^^^^^ 

fiesde  cali  mtuta  dliifj}  difciftinis  Sccrati  atttibuerent :  guod  €um  [cribii 
^at  PUttmtm  in  cujus  Hbrii  Socrates  di  Phfjie^j  Ms^ca  0*  OemttfU 
dsfirie.    Attl  L  i^^  c  4. 
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?m  fore  and  that  thcDifc6urfe,Which  is  bcre  cirrie4'on' 
Hi  cum  It'  under  his  Name,  upon  thcfe  Sciences^  is  Ficfti- 
f^l'UZs  ^io^-  ^"^  ^^^  Manner  and'Charaacr  of  Dia-* 
locutof^  logue,  allows  of  this  Liberty ;  as  Cicero,  who' 
quod  nun-  has  taken  it'in  Imitation  vfPlato^  has  declar'd^ 
qium  Ucu^  tQ  yarro.  uitbtn^us,  upon  this  account^  cott- 
}iimfti'  <lc«^ns  Plato  for  the  Injuftice  he  has  done  H^wery 
tnoremVU'  in  finding  fault  with  him  for  thofe  Fidions  he 
iot^orum.  hasmix'd  in  his  Poems^  when  he  himfeif  has 
A  ^**i  8^^^^  yariety  of  them  in  his  own  Dialogues^ 
Acid.  1. 1,  ^j^j^j^  ^^^  ^p^  Subjcas.of  Philofophy,  where 

nothing  but  (ne  Truth  (hou'd  be  difcufi  d^  and 
that  too  with  the  niceft  Scrutiny^  and  in  the 
plaineft  Terms, 

The  Second  Method  of  Plato,  which  is  that 
of  Definition  and  Pivifion;  which  he  took 
from  Socrates,  is  as  an  Inflrument  to  the  Firfl^ 
but  of  a  more  generalUfe.  Thefe  are  thofe 
two  mod  common  and  ordinary  Means  he 
makes  ufe  of  to  eftablifh  any  thing  he  has  ad- 
vanced. In  fhort,  we  cannot  give  others  a 
true  Idea,  nor  have  oor  felves  a  pterfeft  Know- 
ledge of  any  one  thing  but  by  difcovering  its 
Nature^  which  is  done  by  Definidon^  and  the 
moft  certain  way  to  arrive  to  ihis,  is  DiviHon. 
Laertius,  who  alcribes  to  Plato,  IndadioD  a»  a 
third  Method^  which  he  particularly  made  ufe 
of  to  overthrow  whatever  he  had  a  Mind  to 
confute ;  explains  ic  at  large  in  bis  Third  Book^ 
together  with  that  Irony ,  which  Socrates 
brought  in  every  thing  that  he  faid;  efpecially 
when  he  had  to  deal  with  the  Sophifls*  But  I 
jball  pafs  oyer  thefe  things^  to  come  to  an  Exa- 
mination of  what  is  more  particular^  and  more 
clofe  in  the  Manner  of  Plato. 
.  And  this  is  what  I  prop^Iy  call  his  third 
Method,  which  confiils  in  explaining  Humane 
things  by  Divine^  Scnfibles  by  InteUe(5tuals, 
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Particular^  by  Univcrfals^  Images  by  Ideas/-^«/^A»- 
which  are  the  firft  ModeU.    ArifiotU  aiiurcs  us,  f^lj^^'^' 
that  Plafohorvowd  rhis  manner  of  Explanation  ^fci^^^i^ln^ 
fcom   Cratytes^    who  had  « been   Hcraclitus  his  quod  in ' 
^holar,   and  from  HtracUtm  himfelf,  as  Afver^  perpetuo  «/- 
r0es  affirms  :  And  Marcilim  Ficinus  propofes  this  h^^fl^^^- 
Method, in  his  Epiftlep,  where  he  fays.  That  ^^*  Jj^"^'- 
TlatQy  in  the  fevcnth  Book  of  his  Common-  ^.  1.3.  de 
wealthy .  declares^  that  Philofophy  confifts  in  an. 
IliotUng  elfe  but  in  raiting  a  Man  from  what  is 
Comiptible  and  Pcri/hing,  to  what  is  Imrouta* 
I^e  and  Eternal.    There  is  fome  probability^ 
tpk  Sacratesy  who  taught  Vlato  this  Mechod,  had 
learn'd  it  himfelf  from  that  Indian^  whom  Euf^-  Euf  1. 5. 
^/jMf  i^eaksof ;  who  being  at  Athens^  had  par-  ^^  P^^P- 
ticular  Conferences  with  Socrates.     For  this  /»-     *"•  ^'  ^' 
Man  having  denianded  of  him^  what  it  was  in 
his  Ppinion  to  be  a  Philofopher  :  He  anfwer'd 
\)^y  {hat  to  l$;now  how  to  lire  well^  was  to 
be  a  Philofopher.    The  Stranger^  fays  Eufibims, 
was  not  fatisfied  with  this  Anfwer ;    telling 
him^  that  he  was  in  4  grofs  Error ;  and  that  to 
have  a  perted  Knowledge  of  things  Natural, 
^twas  heceiTary  to  begin  with  things  Divine, 
which  fo  pleas'd  SocrMcs,  that  he  often  after* 
wards  usd  to  fay.  That  there  was.  no  better, 
way  of  coming  tp  the  Knowledge  of  Good  in 
particular,  than  by  the  Knowledge  of  Good 
in  general.    This  is  very  agreeable  with  that  Principdli^ 
Maxim,  the  Grenks^  according  to  Arifioxenes  his  ^  ^fi  ^ 
Opinion,  received  from  the  Indians,  that  the  uni-^  ^^.^ex 
wrfalGood  cught  to  be  mofi  confiderablt  :  And  this  Eufeb.  in 
Maxim,  is  very  reconcileable  with  what  St.  Au^  pr«p. 
fiin  calls  the  way  of  Wifdom  ,•  which  leads  Men  Eyan.ibid. 
to  the  Knowledge  of  things  in  their  arft  Prifr  ^^^^u^ 
ciples,  and  in  their  Originals  by  Idea's.    That  ijb.'  7.  de 
Father  took  this  Method  from  Flato,  who  had  Trinit. 
very  much  applied  himfelf  to  it ;  And  when  we 
'   B  b  3  have 
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havie  obferv'd  it  throughly  ah4  fearch'd  nicely 
into  it^  without  flopping  at  our  firft  Scrutiny, 
without  delaying  at  the  verv  Entrance,  as  if 
f:oo  often  done ;  we  (hall  find  it  generally  eic- 
plains  things  only  by  the  Agreement  they  have 
with^  and  the  Relation  they*  bear  to  their 
Originals  f  Particulars  by  Unirerfah^  thtags 
Ai^arent  and  Vifible  by  things  which  do  not 
appear  and  arelnviGble:  And 'tb  particular-* 
}y  upon  the  account  of  this  Method,  that 
St.  Jt^fiin  ought  to  pafs  for  a  Phtmrifi^  as  may 
be  (een  in  his  Manner  of  explaining  Grsee.  % 
give  this  as  an  Inftance.  becaufe  he  of  all  the 
Fatliers  has  bpft  eitptaih*d  it^  and  is  from  thenpe 
paird  the  Divine  fffGracn 

Grace  is  a  Gift,  fays  he.  Sovereignly  perfe^ 
in  the  Quality  of  a  Gift.  There  are  three 
thif^s  to  be  confider'd  in  a  Gift.  He  that 
eives,  he  (o  whom  'tis  given,  and  the  Manner 
m  which  'tis  givcit — He  that  gives,  ought  ti) 
give  of  his  own,  fw  that  is  to  give  in  Sove- 
reign Ped^dion  ,•  and  he  muft  Hkcwife  have  it 
in  his  p6wcr,  and  be  in  a  Capacity  to  five  all 
that  4te  does  give:  He  therefore  ought  to  be 
Sovereignly  Good  to  give  Willingly,  and  Sove- 
reignly Powerful  to  give  Liberally,  aijd  Sove- 
reignly Independent  to  give  without  any 
hopes  of  a  Return  :  othetwife  'tis  Trafficking, 
and  not  giving.  He  to  whom  *tis  given,  ought 
'  to  Merit  nothing  of  him  that  gives,  for  'twpu  d 
\ft  only  Juftice  if  he  deferv'd  it :  And  he  ought 
to  be  in  extream  neccffity,  otherwife  he  might 
Recline  ^nd  refufe  the  Gift,  taftly,  for  the 
Planner  in  which  'tis  given,  it  ought  to  be 
done  freely,  for  what  is  giveij  upop  Force  and 
Compiilfion,  is  not  given  b\it  wreflcd  from  the 
Poner:  And  the  Gift  ought  to  pretvent  thp 
J^dtit€>f  the  l^^cciver,  leaft  it  fecm  9  Recom- 
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pence  ;  and  to  pceceed  all  Defire,  ExpeAad- 
OiS^  and  Requeft^  becaufe  by  fuch  Application 
aind  Addrefs  it  may  be  merited*  AH  thefe 
Qualities  meet  and  unite  in  Grace ;  and  above 
all,  in  that  firft  and.moft  important  of  all  Gra« 
ees^  which  i$  the  Redemption  of  Man^  they 
all  concur  and  agree  to  make  it  ^  Gift  Sove- 
reignly Perfeft.  Such  is  the  Treatife  of  Grace 
in  St  Augufiin ;  and  all.  that  he  fays  in  feveral 
other  Parts  of  his  Works  may  be  reduced  to  » 
thefe  Principles^  In  which  he  has  imitated  • 
Tlata^  who  always  us'd  himfelf  to  explain  things 
by  their  Idea's^  refolving  them  into  the  State 
And  Condition  in  which  they  ought  to  be^  and 
iiot  into  that  in  which  they  arCj  as  he  himfelf 
lays  in  his  Dialogue  of  the  Sophift.  After  this 
manner  he  gives  us  the  Idea  of  Health  in  his 
Eutjfbrmy  the  Idea  of  Law  in  his  Minos,  the 
Idea  of  a  perfed  City  in  his  Lav/s :  And  in  his 
JBooks  <H  Commmv^ealth  ,  he  propofes  the 
Idea  of  univerfal  Juftice  in  a  Cicy^  before  that 
in  a  Citizen. 

Thus  in  the  very  fame  Books  he  draw^  a  <f^^^^^ 
Model,  and  ibews  the  Grouiid  and  Platform  S/M 
of  a  perfet*  Government,  which  well  coraprc-  dieit  enim 
trended,  is  impra^cable  but  to  Men  in  Idea ;  tanqumin 
Concerning  which  Cicero  drolls  upon  him  fo  ^^^^^J^' 
agreeable,  when  he  fays  j  That  CatoV  M^iee,  £'^J: 
in  Deliberations  upon  fublick  Affairs^  Vfasfometims  fudm  in 
frejudicial  to  the  State,  fir  he  judgd  of  the  Govern-  Rmuiifat' 
n^nt  cftbe  Roman  Commmwealth^  which  was  en-  ^^  ^^^"ff 
tirelf  cprrupii,  wi^b  the  fame  Severity,  as  if  be  bad  ad  Att. 
been    to   give    bis  Opinion   in  Piato*^f  Common^  \.  %.  Ep\  n 
T^eahk  ,  - 

This  Method/6f  Ide^*?,  is  that  whicliP^ 
tnoft  commonly  makes  ufeof,  as  being  the  moft 
l^ivoA  way,  in  hisjudgm^nt^to  tli^'true  Know- 
ledge of  things ;  becaufe  it  reduces  them  to 
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tf^eir  Principle :   That  whict^  ha(  madf^  cha 
Doctrine  ofUea's  (b  famous^  and  fq  ipVph  di«- 
yided  the  Opinions  of  Wife  M^n  about  Plato's 
^Conception  or  theni^  is  v(^he(her  thpft  Idea's  are 
^ce|:nat  Subftances,  exifting  opt  of  die  Mipd  of 
pod^  a$  4ffff^m  the  Scholar  pf  Proclus  bdiev'd^ 
V^ho  wou  d  have  chefe  Idea's^  according  to  the 
Do^lrine  of  Plato',  to  be  Models  entirely  di- 
^ind  and  feparace  from  God^  upon  which  h^ 
JForms  the  Ground  of  his  Wqrk.    Atffertus  Mag- 
pusy    St.  tion^as,    and  Trapezmtins  are  of  the 
fame  Opinion,  But  Phtarch,  jilcimnsy  Plotinus, 
l^orpbj/rj,   Proclus,  JafftblicHSy    St.  Jugnfiin,  Tbe^ 
fniffMs,  Simflicins,  Pletbon.  and  Marcilm  ficinms 
are  q{  a  quite  different  Judgment;  they  all^  with 
one  content,  maintain  that  Plato  djd  not  hini- 
elf  believe  that  thefe  Idea's  were  Forms  exifting 
)y  themfelvcs,  and  diflind  from  the  Know- 
,  ledge  of  God,  as  Ammonlus  and  fome  others 
\  lave  reprefented  hirp.    For  thpf?  feparate  Ide- 
a's are  fo  abfur'c]^  that  there  is  not  the  lea^ 
.probability   that  fuch  Thoughts  ihou*d  haye 
cyer  enter'd  into  the  Mind  of  a  Philofopher, 
ip  great  a  Mafter  of  Reafon  as  Plato  was.    So 
ihat  in  his  Dqcftrine,  the  Idea  of  the  ^orld  is 
pothing  fife  bfit  t|;ie  {mage  tb^  Creator  has 
l^ormu 

But  ^f  all  this  l?e  fo^  ^riJlofLt  then  is  much 
to  blame ,  to  run  out  \vith  fo  much  beat 
againft  the  Idea's  bfPl/ito^^  wh^n  be  him(?|lf  w^s 
of  the  very  fame  Opinion^  as  appear^  i<i  h^ 
Boo^s  *of  Metaphyficks  and  in  feveral  pthf^ 
places  of  his  Works  j  to  this  I  Anfwer,  that 
Arljtottc  had  very  good  kealon  to  oppofe  the 
Conceptions  of  Plato  on  thefe  idea's,  for  tho' 
the  Opinion  of  that  Philofoph'er  is  not  defediv;e 
in  t.he  SubftancCj  yet  is  it  in  the  Manner  ;  b^* 
caufe  he  places  in  God  two  Degrees  entirely 
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4iftind  i  the  one  of  firft  Mind  or  Underiland'  t/^* 
ing,  the  other  of  firft  Principte  of  »II  Beings  ^fjL 
in  quality  of  a  Greaton    He  pretends,   that  piST'l.}. 
this  firft  Mind  or  Underftanding^  where 'all  EQn.V! 
Jdea's  are  |^orm*d,  is  the  Original  from  whence 
t^e  Creator  takes  his  Defigns  ;   and  that,  thi$ 
Principle  being  itfelf  diftin<9:  from  the  Creator, 
Che  Idea's  likewife  are  diftina.    Thus  did  4rir 
fiotU  upon  very  good  grounds  oppofe  this  Po- 
arine;  he,  who  acknowledg'd,  in  the  Elfence 
of  God,  4  Simplicity  fo  pure,  cou*d  not  fufFer 
thofe  compound  and  diperent  Idea's  of  Plat0, 
which  diftinguiih'd  the  Mind  or  Underftand* 
ing  of  God,  from  God  Himfelf.    'Twas  this 
Diftindion  AriptU  leveird  at,   in  engagine 
againft  the  Idea  s,as  Forms  exterior  to  that  firft 
Peing,  which  admits,  of  np  mii^ture  in  its  Na* 
tare.    This  is  the  Opinion  oi  Arifiotle^  contra-* 
ry  to  the  }de^'s  of  VUto  :  though  SimpUeius  be* 
lieves,  that  he  differ'd  not  from  Plato  on  this 
Queftion,  but  on  the  M^mner  of  Expreffing  it : 
38ut  'tis  not  likely,  that  a  M^n  of  fuch  folid 
Judgment  as  Ariftotle,  fhou'd  delight  to  fight 
with  Words,  or  break  forth  into  fuch  Jleats 
againft  particular  Expreffions.    'Twas  neceflar 
ry  in  this  place,  thus  fa^,  to  clear  the  Dodrine 
of  Tlatos  Idea's,  which  ocQafiond  fo  famous  z 
Difference  between  him  and  ArlftotU^  but  to 
return  to  my  Subjed* 

We  may  find  in  Vlato  a  Fourth  Method  more 
park  and  Abftrufe  than  the  former  Three, 
which  confifts  in  explaining  the  Truth  of 
things  by  their  Figures.  This  Vlato  pradis'd  to 
gain  Efteem,  and  bring  his  Dodrine  into  grea^ 
jer  Veneration,  by  rendering  it  more  My fteii-  - 
pus  under  the  Veils,  with  which  he  covered  it. 
The  chief  Interpreters  of  P/df^o,  have  added  to 
(heir  Matter  s  Opinion  in  this  Point.    MardUus 
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Frocttts  y  Ftehms  fays.  That  Plat^,  in  treating  upon  SuIk 
2^'/^^  jecfts  of  Importance,  alv^ays  has  fotnetbing 
1^^/^  b  Allegorical  ,•  and  moreover  affii^ms,  that  that 
plat.  I.  de  Figure  of  the  Soul  which  he  explains  by  Nunj- 
Rep.  bers,  in  his  Tmaui,  is  a  Myftcry  yet  unknown 
^^putt  ^^  ^^*  Commentators; and  that,  in  his  EfincmijF, 
de  dnhfu  ^^^^^  ^  ^  Riddle,  not  to  this  Day  unfolded. 
^  de  ejus  The  Birth  of  Love,  in  the  Banquet ;  the  War 
fiffuim  between  the  Athenians  and  the  People  of  the 
ufui  ^lle-  ^^^^^^^^  Ocean,  which  he  mentions  in  his 
penfqusm  ^^^^^^^ }  the  Chariot  of  the  Soul,  its  Wings, 
verba  /•-  its  Horfes,  and  the  Coachman  he  has  given  it, 
|M«.  Fic.  in  the  Tbadra;  the  Fable  of  the  Generation  of 
IS  J^j  ^-  Animals,  by  Trcmetbcus,  and  Epimttbetis,  in  the 
J.  7,  C4;  ^^^^g^^^i  are  all  pure  Allegories,  if  we'll  be- 
lieve Origen,  Torfbyrjy  and  frochs  ;  and  Ftcinsts 
makes  the  very  lame  Obfervations  on  the 
FsrmeniJes.  . 

Secrates  pradis'd  this  Method,  in  imitation  of 
fpbagorasy  particularly  to  confound  the  Arro- 
gance of  the  SopMffs,  by  concealing  under 
thcfe  Figures  what  he  truly  and  certainly . 
knew :  Whilft  the  Sophifis  with  much  prim 
ai&<%ed  toDifcourfe  upon,  and  fet  forth  things 
'  they  knew  nothing  of.  VUto  too,  learned  thi; 
^mbolical  Philofopby  from  tlie  u£gyftisns^ 
who  being  much  given  up  to  Superftition,  cj^- 
plain'd  t[iemfclves,even  in  Matters  of  Religion, 
by  Figures ;  which  in  things  Sacred,  fe^m'd 
iothem  a  n^ore  Grave,  Serious,  and  Refpe^* 
ful  way  of  treating"  upon  Divine  Subjeds. 
Their  Priefts,  in  whofe  Hands  were  the  My- 
fteries  of  their  Religion,  authorized  this  Me- 
thod to  f\ipport'  their  Credit,  arid  fecure  to 
ihemfelvcs  yeneration,bjr  the  ^^efped  that  wa^ 
,  flue  to  thofe  Holy  Things,  which  they  hid 

from  the  Eyes  of  the  People,   left  by  being 
known,  they  ftioud  become^  prof^^ne*    Thej^ 
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wrwo  of  Opinion  too,  as  JamUiew  hts  obfenr'd, 
in  one  of  his  Treattfes,  where  he  explains  their 
Myfttfrfes,  that  thtey  were  oblig'd  to  this  way 
of  proceeding,  in  Imitation  of  Nature,  wbidn 
under  the  ei^terior  Veil  of  the  Body,  conceals 
the  Perfedions  of  the  Mind. 

However  it  were,  this  Manner  of  Explana- 
tion was  fo  firmly  eftabliih'd  in  t^^gytt,  that  i( 
is  very  probable,  that  the  ^y£gyftim$^  being  dri-- 
ven  out  of  their  Country  by  Camhyfes  by  Con-i- 
queft,  and  being  afterwards  difpers'd  through- 
out all  hdiaj  introducM  there  likewife  thir 
Method  of  writing  by  Hier/>2fyfbicis,  which  i% 
fHU  in  Ufe  in  fome  parts  of  that  Country  j  and 
as  far  even  as  China,  there  is  fome  agreemenc 
with  that  way  of  writing,  which  was  former-^ 
ly  obferv'd  by  the  t^pplms.    For  they  ex- 
piain'd,  as  I  have  faid  before^  their  Thoughts 
by  the  Figures  of  Birds,  Animals,  and  other 
fenfible  things,  which  they  ador*d  as  Deities  i 
upon  which  account  the  Grtels  gave  thofe  Fi- 
gures the  Name  of  Hierogfypbkks.    But  I  do  not 
pretend  to  alTert,  that  that  Symbolical  way  of 
writing  moft  commonly  us*d  by  Tlato,  is  uni- 
verfally  pra(5Hs'd  by  him  in  all  his  Works :  For 
he  tpeaks  fome  things  very  plain  and  eafie,  and 
which  may  be  qnderftood  by  ail  the  World': 
though  there  are  fome  things  which  cannot  ^^^^ 
be  underftood  by  any  Body,  they  being  al*  aJ^«, 
together  Allegorical:  AndProcJus,  his  moft  ex-  Prod. 
ad  and  faithful  Interpreter,  declares,  that  in 
many  Places  he  has  wrote  very  unintelligibly; 
'Twas  the  Cuftom  in  Socrates  School  to  write 
all  things  Figuratively,  as  appears  by  that  fa- 
itioiis  Table  or  Cebes,  who  was  one  ot  the  moft 
Celebrated  of  Svcrates  his  Sdholars.     For  this 
Table,  which  hds  been  fo  much  efteem'd  by  all 
|?ofterity,  is  only  a  pl^in  Jleprefentation  of 
'^  Humane     . 


I  go  A  Campmfon  of 

Homaiie  Life^  under  thde  vaiious  FigoitSj  of 
which  it  is  cotnpos'd.  This  is  the  mofi  pard* 
cuUr  and  diftina  Account  I  can  g^ve  o£  the 
Method  of  rUuQ ;  let  us  now  proceed  to  that 
,        qi  Ariftatle. 


C  H  A  P.    If- 

Of  the  Method  of  Ariftodc- 

^npiS  not  much  toJ>c  wonder'd  at^that 
X     Plato  s  Method  was  fo  Various  and  Un- 
certain ;  for  fince  his  firft  Maxim  was^  To  be 
AiTur'd  of  Nothing ,   but  to  I>oubt  of  All 
Things;  he  had  no  need  of  any  Principles, 
that  had  fl^thing  to  Eftabliih.    ArifiotU  and 
2  K'fV  Xmoerates  were  P/^/^s firft  Scholars;  but  Ari^ 
^htl^"  /?tff2(  forfook  this  manner  of  Doubling  ^  and 
m»wtM4t'  endeavour  d  to  clear  up  things  ,  by  fearching 
rhvBFjL    them  to  the  Bottom  ^   fo  that  he  formM  to 
'      .  himfelf  a  Method  more  unperplexd.  and  more 


322^/^'*  certain  too.  than  that  of  P/Ws;  lecaufe  he 
Cic  AuL  laid  down  luch  and  fuch  Principles,  The  Firft 
^iMjff./.  I.  of  thefe  Principles  is  ,  that  there  is  a  Science, 
^2^  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  Vlato^  who  believ'd 
^^1  there  was  none^  becaufe  he  thought  that  there 
fVm  y  was  nothing  certain  in  Nature:  He  held 3, 
€tnm  that  the  Soul  of  Man  was  obfcut'd ,  by  en- 
i^^^^^  triug  into  the  Body^^  as  a  Light  is  extinguifli'd^ 
mSS^'  by  being  plac'd  in  dirt,  or  clay :  That  the 
risr:  fllUm  Knowledge  which  the  Soul  has  of  all  things, 
tmm  So-  by  the  Noblenefs  of  its  pivine  and  Imoaortal 
<rAtumie  Extradion  ,  is  entirely  loft  by  its  Commer<io 

mlU  affimMtitme  gdlribiti  >   confuetuiinem  differenii  ftUpirum.     Cic. 
Mai  ^^(t. 

with 
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with  Matter  i  and  that  upon  this  ?cry  Ac-, 
coimti  the  Knowledge  it  obtains^  by  the  Uie. 
and  Experiencte  of  Things,  is  not  a  True  and 
PerfcA  Knowledge ,  but  a  bare  Remembrance 
of  feveral  Tranfaftions  in  the  Common  and 
Ordinary  Courfe  of  Nature  ^  as  Thtinus  ex- 
plains it.  Afi^otU  was  of  the  4uite  contrary 
Opinion  :  He  believ'd^  that  the  Soul  did  nor 
derive  from  itfelf  any  Principle  of  Knowledge^ 
when  it  was  united  to  the  Body  j  but  that  ic 
Acquir'd  it  entirely  by  the  Affiftance  of  the 
Senfes,  which  are  as  fo  many  eftablifli'd  Mef- 
fengers,  to  bring  in  Inceiligence  of  wfaatjpafles 
without  J  and  that  from  this  particular  Know-^ 
ledge,  which  was  convey 'd  to  it  by  the  Mi- 
niftry  of  the  Senfes,  it  formed  of  it  telf,  by  the 
Operation  of  its  Underftanding ,  a  Know- 
ledge univerfal,  certain  and  evident,  which  is 
Science  properly  fo  called. 

Thus  the  Firft  Method  oiAriJt&tkis  diieftly  Arifhieks 
oppofite  to  that  of  VUto.    ¥ov  Plata  pretends,  ^  fi^ 
that  to  arrive  at  the  Knowlcdgeof  Things,  we  l^ujt^ 
are  to  begin  at  Univerials,  and  fo  defcend  to  Pythlgm^ 
Particulars :    And  AriftpU  will  have  it ,  that  ^'  ^*  «««w^ 
the  Knowledge  of  Things  Particular  and  Sen-  ;*'  ^.  /**• 
fible,  carries  us  to  the  Knowledge  of  Thin^sJSi/t 
Univerfal  and  Immaterial ;   being  jperfuaded  to  i/xerr. 
from  this  Principle,  which  he  holds  lor  an  in-Bcflar, 
fallible  Truth ,    That  nething  am  enter  into  rAef^^^^^"^ 
Soul,  but  hy  the  Senfes :    For  Man,  being  made  ^  4.  ** 
andfaihion'd  as  he  is,  catnnot  judge  of  things 
Senfible   with  any  Certainty ,    but  by  the 
Scnfes.     The  Maxim  of  Plato  is  ,  that  Things 
may  be  known  by  idea's,  which  are  as  the  Firft  uihil  ,^ 
Originals  i   ani  thzt  ol  Arifiotle  ,  that  Things  ^'»  i^^^^ 
may  be  difcovcrd  by  their  Eflfeas,  which  are  ^»' /"^i* 
the  Expreffions.and  Copies  of  thofe  Ueas.'P.ru 
finfu,  Em.  Aver.  iw.  in  Arift  /.  x.fcft4nali€.  15. 
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l*ke  Order  which  flato  obferves^  is  that  of 
Nacore  itfelf,  proceeding  from  the  Caufe 
to  the  EffeAs :  That  of  Afifi0tU,  is  the  Or- 
.  der  of  the  Knowiedge  of  the  Soul,  which 
finds  not  out  the  Caufe,  but  by  the  £ffe<fl, 
Thb  is  ATi^ctle%  Firft  Method ,  which  he 
took  from  Arcbytoi  the  Scholar  of  Vjthagwai^ 
and  which  Atchjtai  had  learnt  of  jDexi/^iiri. 
This  Dt9tiffuSy  in  the  Order  of  the  Categories, 
of  which  he  made  the  firft  Draught,  borrowed 
the  Snbftance  from  the  Head  of  other  Cate- 
gories ,  as  the  moft  Material  and  moft  Senf}* 
Ue.  But  becaufe  this  Knowledge  of  Things 
yniverial,  form*d  from  the  l^owledge  of 
Things  Particular,  has  a  Principle  which  h 
fubje<%  to  Error  and  Miftake ,  Ari^^tU  has 
found  out  a  Way  to  redifie  this  Principle,  and 
make  it  Infallible ,  by  means  of  his  tJniver&l 
Organ. 

.  This  is  the  Second  Method  olArifiotle^  znd 

'tis  in  this  Organ  that  he  eftabliihes  the  Art  of 

iiemon/hation  ,     by    that    of  SyQogiJm :     For 

Demonftration  is  his  moft  common  and  ordi^ 

AfumtMi. in  miy  Method,  9S  Anmwius  aflures  us;   and 

^^Arift,  ^ri>;/€  Wmfclf  calls  the  Art  of  SyllogUm  bfe 

^  ^  . ,     Principal  Med^od  :    His  Logick  (erves  only  to 

^Sri%  ^aWifti  this  Method  j  all  that  he  liys ,  has  a* 

tUfJ^n^  Relation  to  it.    The  Book  of  C^tgvrlts  treats: 

rtfttte,     of  Parts  very  diftant  and  remote,  which  ought 

^»^^    to  enter  into  the  Compofition  of  a  SyHogifm^, 

^mni   *"^  which  are  Terms,  in  their  Natural  Signt- 

np.uf.  ''  fication.    The  Book  of  ]nterffttM$i§m  treats  of 

uit]     *     the  Matter  near  to  Syllogifm;  that   is,  of 

Terms ,  as  far  as  they  are  capable  of  Bihdiingy 

to  ferre  for  Pnfojkhm  •  which  is  the  Second 

Operation  of  the  Mind.    The  Book  of  Ana-^ 

o  the 

s,  its^ 

Ma»- 
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Matter^  and  Form :    And  how  the  Matter  of 
a  Syllogifnn  may  be  Ncceffary,or  Contingem^ 
or  Fallacious^  is  explain  d  according  to  thofe 
Differences  in  the  fequel  of  thofe  Boplu*    The 
Book  olF  Tapicks  feryes  to  clear  and  unravel  the 
Matter  3  when 'tis  only  probable  ,  or  contin* 
gent.    The  Book  of  •S£fiif>/w/ explains  wbac  U 
Falfe^^ndr  What  Is  Equivocal :    And  the  Book 
of  the  Vofieri&r  Jnalpich,  fets  forth  that  which 
is  Certain  and  Neceifary.    This  is  anexaft 
Account  oi4rifiotU\  Method,  the  moft  perfe^^ 
and  the  moft  compleat  of  all  Methods*    F^o^ 
in  efie^  »  Demonitration  made  in  the  Princi- 
ples, and  in  that  Manner  this  Philofopher  haf 
conceived  it  ^    is  the  only  Infallible  Rule  to* 
guide  and  dtred  us,  in  our  Attainment  of  the 
Sciences  j  and  the  only  Way  the  Mind  of  Man 
has   to  arrive  at   that  Certainty    which  he 
iearches  for  in  the  Knowledge  of  Things;  and 
the  only  Inftruoient  proper  to  ReK^fie  our 
Reafon^   by  the  difcerning  of  Truth  from 
Falibood.    'Tis  this  that  has  fo  recommended 
the  Ufe  of  this  Method  to  all  thofe  that  have 
Studied  the  Sciences,  and  gain'd  the  Univer-  _         , 
ial  Approbation  of  all  Ages,  that  have  had  the  ^'/i^ 
Knowledge  of  it,    'Tis  this  that  has  rendered/"  ^t 
this  Method  fo  Advantagious  and  Beneficial  vtrfcnm 
to  our  Religion  ,    being  more  peculiarly  ad-  eft  d^ms^ 
apted  and  accommodated  than  all  others,  for  ^^^  ^^' 
the  Confirmation    and    Eftabliikment  of  its  ^^^^^jg, 
Dodriite;  which  rtade  St.  jf^raw  fay.  That  aUfspientunt 
the  Jrtijiix  and  Tervtrfnefi  in   Human  Reafonmg^  pertinet^^ 
md  all  the  F^rce  and  PiWer  that  Profane .  Science  J^Jw J^' 
0an  gain  m  tbn  World ,   mty  be  defeated  and  over-:  ^hw  iUle. 
thrown  by  Ariftotle'/  Method.  umd  arpo 

But  one  of  the  nioft  oommon  Methods  /M-  fubvene^ 
fiotle  makes  ufe  of  in  bis  Demonftrations ,  is^^!^'^^^^ 
as  Averrdes  obferves ,   to  Refolve  all  the  Diffi-  !j[«/  ^^* 
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culties  that  be  meets  with ,  before  he  hii 
eftabli(h*d  his  Propofition:  And  thisAdmi^ 
table  Art  of  his  ^  iti  Gonfirtning  with  Solid 
and  Subftantial  Argaments»  what  he  advances; 
\  makes   him  defpife   that  Method  of  Drvyim, 

which  he  judges  too  weak  and  feeble  to  carry 
him  to  a  Demonftration.  For  this  Rtafod  he 
calls  it  A  DrfeBtw  and  ImpitftSf  SfBcgiftn,  tho"^' 
'twas  very  much  U5*d  by  Plato;  Not  but  tha^ 
Afificfle  does  often  life  the  Anatyfis  in  all  thofe 
Matters  ^  where  he  is  oblig'd  to  defcend  to  a 
particular  Account  of  Things^  in  order  ta 
examine  them  to  the  Bottom,  and  from  thenctf 
to  gather  a  more  diftind  Knowledge. '  The^ 
Efteem  he  had  for  this  Method^  appears  front 
^  his  often  Quoting  his  Analjficks  in  his  other 
Books^ 

'Tis  by  this  Difcudion,  that  he  fearches  deepf 
into  the  things  be  treats  of/  and  difcovers  tb^ 
Which  is  moft  Effential;  while  others  fee  only 
the  Outfide,  and  fit  down  contented  with  thd 
bare  Superficies.  'Tis  trtie  indeed,  that  thofe 
'  Maxims  which  AtifiotU  eflabliibes,  io  Subjed^ 
he  has  examin'd  ,  are  fo  profound ,  that  they 
appear  not  certain^but  to  thofe  that  know  how 
to  penetrate  into  them.  This  makes  thd 
greateft  part  of  his  Definitions  feem  either 
too  obfcure ,  or  not  truly  juft  and  adequate : 
The  Mind  yields  not  its  Aifei>t4o  them  with* 
out  fome  Refiftance  ^  beingit  firfi  Sight  not 
throughly  conTinc'd.  Binthe  more  we  medi- 
tate upon  them  ,  the^  more  Indubitable  they 
appear,  becaufe  they  are  always  founded  upon 
Nature  ahdJEfperience.  And  this  made  one 
AiAvanA  ^^f-his-lflterpreters ,  that  underftood  him  beft^ 
ApSl.  fay,  that  The  DMrme  ^Ariftotle  A^^,/ir  in 
commm  F<mndationy  the  Gemral  Opinion  of  aU  Poi^ 
fU^  and  Good  Sonfi.- 
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Yetiemuftbe  granted^  thzt  jirifiotle  ^  the* 
.  a  Perfon  of  the  dccpeft  Penetration ,  often  by, 
this  Prdfundity  of  Judgmpnt,  deprives,  himfelf 
ofthet^berty  of  Explainbg  his  Notions  witb 
that  PerTpicuity  which  is  Tjequifit^  anH  necev^ 
iajy  for  a  Philofopher  that  is  to  InftruQ:  others, 
'Tis  a  J^auk  he  is  moft  cotpmon}y  charg'd 
withj  ibtmipbius^  Cftpef,  the  Accufationi 
higher  ^  wheii  he  fays,  that  'tis  downright 
Folly  and  Kfladnefs^  to  pretend  to  find  out  the 
Ttrue  Scnfp  oiArlfiGfU^  in  all  he  (ays ;  whicK 
however  is  falfe,  unleis  in  relation  to  thofe 
things,  which  |ie  himfelf  has  hardly  deter^ 
min'd.  SmfUcfm  bjelieves  ,  chat  ^rifioite  us4 
this  Obfcimty  to  v^fl  his  Conceptions,  inftead 
of  thofe^  Tables  and'Symbpls.  which  he  ap. 
prov'd  not  of  in  Plato ^  became  ^  Philofopher 
that  endeavours  to  tnncuA  us  in  tfie  Truth, 
flxoud  difcover  it  by  Senfible  E|Fe<as:,  And; 
becaufe  Truth  it  felf  cannot  bedifguis'd  under, 
the  Colour  iind.  Shadow  pf  Tajbles,  without 
being  fubjedl  to  tUufion,  by  the  Equivocal  Ex- 
plications that  may  be  giv6n  it :  And  laftly,^ 
becauie.Trutb ,  to  appear  in  all  its  Purity; 
ought  to  manifeft  itfelf  by  the  moft  cpnvj?^ 
eing  Evidence  imaginable.  Thefe  are  thq 
ReaJTons  he  giyes  in  his  Meta^iyjids  ^  wiw  he 
condemns  that  Syn^olic^I  PhilQlophy  of  Platol 
When  Arifiotk  therefore  expfeffcs  himfelf  not  £  ^^a. 
with  that  ufqal  Glearnels ,  -.this  proceeds  not  phyCcSrf 
from  the  Qualification^  of  his  Mind)  whicbi 
was  naturally  deep  and  profound,  but  from  ^ 
pure  }iS^&2X\on  to  be  Obfcure  and  \lyfie« 
rious,  that  He  might  itiot  be  under ftood  withr 
but  Explanation:  which  he  himfelf  has-  foM- 


ciently  declared  by  that  Title  he  has  given  one 
of  his  Books,,  whicfi  he  calls  the  Acroamaihis' 
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^    becaufe  it  muft  be  liftened  to  with  great  At« 
cention,  to  be  well  underilood. 

But  I  find  9  in  his  Manner  of  ExpUining 
Himfelf^  one  Excellency,  which  I  cannot 
enough  admire:  For  befidesall  other  Per* 
felons ,  which  he  fliows  himfelf  Mafter  o^ 
he  is  the  moft  Modeft ,  and  the  leaft  Pofitive 
andAlTumingofall  Philofophers.  He  (carce 
ever  AfTerts  any  thing  he  AdraAces,  he  barely 
fays^  it  appears  fo  tohim^  and  feems  not  to 
affirm  what  he  thinks ,  without  fome  Hefita- 
tion.  When  Afbroiifam  or  Avcrroes  fpeak  of 
his  Dodrine,  they  reprefent  it  not  as  of  itfelf 
Evident  and  Unconteftable  j  and  its  Author^ 
as  never  fpeaking  confidently ,  but  wifely^ 
doubting  ,  and  with  an  admirable  Reienre  ^ 
as  if  he  were  always  under  fome  Difficulties^ 
to  decide  Right;  whidi  is  the  genuine  EffeA 
of  a  profound  Knowledge ;  for  to  be  forward 
and  prefumptuous  in  Averting  things^  difco-* 
vers  great  Weaknefs*    His  UmUfbts^  which 

^  he  fo  often  inferts ,  in  all  he  fays  ^  appear  to 
me  fo  curious  and  exquifite  j  and  I  find  thetn 
ib  proper ,  and  becoming  the  Character  of  a 
Profound  and  Learned  Man ,  who  being 
far  from  vedting  Airy  Notions  ^  lias  Modefiy 
enough  to  diftruft  his  own  Li^ts^*  that  I  fee 
a  greater  Value  upon  Arifiotks  Refervednefi 
and  Moderation^  than  upon  his  Profoundnefs 
and  Knowledge/  for  this  is  the  Virtue  of  an 
Exalted  Soul  Great  Qenms  deliberate  and 
hefitate,  whilft  Little  ones  are  quick  and  nim- 
ble in  giving  their  Decifrons:  becaufe  they 
have  not  Light  enough  to  doubt.  But  Arifio^ 
tie  is  not  of  this  eager  and  hafty  Temper;   he 

♦  fairly  acknowledges  in  his  Book  of  Generation^ 
that  he  fhou'd  be  fcarce  able  to  clear  thofe 
Difficulties  he  had  propof'dt    He  tells  us  inge- 
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huoufly  in  his  Meteors ,  that  the  Caufes  he  lias 
afiign'd  for  th?  Rife  iand  Progreis  of  Comets^ 
are  not  to  him  (acisfadlory  i  and  in  other  Mat- 
ters^ M/:bich  he  has  taken  under  Examination^; 
he  ^ves  us  liis  ttef0lutions  ,  ptily  as  fo  maiiy 
Doubts.  This  feQihs  to  m^  ^  io  be  ah  unpa^' 
ralleU*4  C^odo^r/  i  fraal^  iinii  q^n  ^ccrity; 
without  Example,  ind  which  1  cannot  fuffi- 
cifimly  admire.  Thus  having,  given  you  aii 
Infight  into  iHk  H^ettuxl  o[?Uti>;^A  ArifiotU^ 
it  remains  ,  thatt  we  Examine  their  Doiftrine^ 
to  carry  on  the  Compariilbn  i  and  this  !s  tM 
Third  Part. 
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.1  ii  I 


"The  T>oarine  of  PLATO 

w  Aristotle. 


fp  j_<^t  iir 


(.  .i 


TH  £  Doarine  of  Plato  and  AriJt&tU  is  (6 
excenfire    and  (b  profound  ,  that  one 
wou'd  think  that  God  had  ient  thefe 
Two  Phitofophers  into  the  Worid,  to  be  Ex- 
amples and  Patterns  of  Wifdonr  to  the  WHe^ 
and  to  give  Inftruiftions  to  the  whole  Earth.  In 
fhort^  they  were  both  of  them  ignorant  in  boc 
i^^lJWrthWgy-j  -and^thcn:  Tcry-Thonghts  may 
fairly   be    acknowledg'd  as  the  Rales  of  aU 
Arts,  and  t^e  Principles  of  all  Sciences.    But 
^^  vlt""'  becaufe   Philofophy   alone    is   uncapable  of 
igmAu     making  Men  Wife^  by  the  certain  Knowledge 
f9tuh.  Ma-  it  gives  of  Things ;   and  becatife  that  alone 
crob.  in    applies  itfdf  to  the  Perfeding  of  the  Mind  ; 
Finkbu-  -whilft  Other  Sciences  are  taken  up  inExer- 
mani  iiL  cSlttg  the  Manners,  and  in  Refining  the  Ima- 
telieSmj    gination :    Therefore  in  examining  their  Do- 
^[tmles.  ettxnUy  I  (hall  only  confider  it  with  Reladon  to 
nvm^Aiv  Philofophy,  and  in  Reference  to  the  feveral 
jQyi^/.x,' Parts  of  that  Noble  Syftem.    'Tis  this  that 
frees  the  Mind  from  Errors  hy  Logicky  and 
the  Heart  from  Paffions  by  ^(nralitj  j  to  dif- 
pofe  Men  by  this  Preparation^  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  things  Natural  by  Pfyficis ,  and  to 
the  Contemplatiofli  of  things  Supernatural  by 

MtP0^ 
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Metafbyfkks^*  Thdfe  are  diefouif  Pahs  af  Oibich 
Philofophy  is  compos  d ;  and;  according;  to  tha 
Order  of  thcfe  Parts,  I  ihaU.examioe  fchc  Phi:!i. 
lofophy  of  flato  and  Arifiotk.. 


C  H  A  P-     L 

PLATO  has  writ  nothing,  which  bears  the  F^ff^  eft 
Name  6(Dia\6^  orLdgick,  as  this,  part  ^r/ J/je- 
ot  Philofophy  was  afterwards  call'd  ,•  becaufcf^^^fff^^ 
Socrates  did  lightly  efteem  it.  Tis  trae  indeed^^X^ 
P&^fli«r  has  writ  a  Book  of  the  Dialedt  of  flato, socraus. 
buc  has  laid  down  no  natural  Train  of  Pre- CicAcad. 
cepts  to  ^ftabliHi  that  Art :  And  AfuUif^  nn^  i- 
dcrtaking  to  treat  olF  the  Philofophy  of  Tlate, 
mentions  only  his  Ethicks  and  Phyficks;  what 
he  (ays  of  Logick  is  taken  out  of  the  Book  of 
the  Interpretation  which  Arijfotle  wrk.    Boc^ 
after  all,  if  we  make  a  diligent  (earch  after  the  Alcino. 
Logick  of  "Plato,  we  fhall  find  he  had  feme  ,•  ^L^^ 
the  End  and  Defign  of  which  was  to  deliver       ^^^*^' 
the  Mind  from  Error  and  Opinion,  and  to  in- 
troduce a  Sciente :  which  Science  was  nothing 
clfe  buc  that  remembrance  of  things  he  advifes  ^^^^h  ^' 
his  Followers  to  in  his  Vbilebmy  in  his  Memny  R^;{„sd. 
in  hii^  Books  of  Commonwealtb,  znd  in  feveral  pblft.  &  ' 
other  places  of  his.  Dialogues.  aliis  locis. 

So  that  the  firft,  nay/ the  chief  and  princi* 
pal  Work,  about  which  PWs  Logick  is  em* 
ploy'd,  is,  to  purifie  the  Mind,  and  difpofe  it 
CO  a  peifei5l  Knowledge  of  things  by  their  ^ 
Idea's :  As  for  Inftance,  it  leads  the  Mind  to 
the  Kjiowlcdge  of  Good,  by  the  true  Idea  of 

C'c  ;  Good; 
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(Sodd;  to  the  Knowle^  of  Kaofy^  by  th<l 
Idea  of  Beauty ;  For  the  krie  Idea's  of  things 
iirecapal^leof  ^nog  that  certain  Knowledge 
which  compofes  a  Science,  becaute  they  are 
imnioveable  and  eternal,  when  all  things  eUe 
are  fubjcA  to  change.  The  Scnfes  thcmfei^, 
by  which  is  conveyed  to  us  all  the  Knowledge 
we  can  pretend  to,  are  treadierous  and  deceit* 
ful.  This  is  the  End  an4  Scope  6f  Plato  s  Dia- 
led ;  ahd  the  moft  ordifiary  Means  he  has  pror 
pofra  to  himfelf  to  arrire  at  this  End,  are 
Diyifion  , .  petition  ,    hduBitm  ,    and  Supfojl^ 

By  Divifian^  of  which  he  treats  very  largi^. 

]y  in  his  PoUtkks ;  he  makes  up  Hie  true  Ana* 

lyfU  of  Gen^  in  its  fcveral  Spedes^znA  difcoyers, 

by  this  firft  Method,the  effential  Difference  of 

every  thing ;  this  is  the  moft  certain  and  in^ 

fallible  way  of  coming  to  a  Definiticn^  as  j^bi^ 

4ii?iK^  obferres  :  and  a  Definitkn  admits  us  td 

the  Knowledge  of  the  very  Effence*     Thif 

made  H^/d  fay  in  his  Cratjlus^  thacdae(.ogiciatl 

Was  only  capkble  of  giving  Names  to  TMngi^ 

becaufe  he  ^lone  underftood  their  Natures.  By 

JndaEtkn  he  ffe^s  up  Singulars  againft  yinver* 

fa!s^  ind  gives  us  a  View  of  the  Contrarieties 

of  Particulars  from  General  Oppofitions.    By 

Sufpojkk^y    which  is  his  iaft  Meanii,   he  di& 

covers,  as  'twere  by  Degrees,  the  P^rfediot^s 

atad  Imperfeftion^  of  every  thing;   and,  by 

•  Example,  the  Beauty  of  the  Mind,  ^y  that  of 

the  Body,-  and  the  Excellency  of  our  Duty^ 

Akin:      '^y  ^bat  of  oar  Mind.    McinoUi  expkifis  this 

c!  5  &  €.  Dodrirte  tnore  at  large,  in  his  Treatife  of  the 

Plotin.1.3,  Doarine  6i  Plato,    flotinm  tells  us  the  ^tethod 

e»,  J.  c.  5.  this  Pbilofopher  took  to  make' good  w  So* 

phifms,   which  was  by  the  Explication  and 

Diftinaion  of  Propofitiohs,   9:1^  Sotrmi  had 

'  "  '  ^        '  taught 
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taught  him ;  dnugh  Spcr9te$^  according  to  A-, 
rifiiales  Opinion,  was  more  ingenious  at  crea* 
ting  Difficulties  Vy  his  Queflions^  than  at  fol* 
ving  them  by  has  Anfwer$«  This  is^  in  fliortj  • 
the  whole  Art  ofPlaWs  Diale<9:,  as  may  be  ea<« 
lily  gathered  from  his  Dialogues  oiCratylm^  Tar- 
memJis^  and  Pr^^prof,  and  from  thofe  of  the 
Sofbifi  ofEiahnaJts,  and  of  the  Pclitkks,  and 
is  to  be  fottfia  in  feveral  other  Places^  without 
Order  or  Ccmnexion. 

'Tis  not  in  the  teaft  to  be  doubted  but  that 
Tlato  had  ibme  Knowledge  of  the  three  Ope* 
rations  of  the  Mind :  He  has  dtlHngui/h'd  them 
in  his  S^bi^  j  nor  is  it  to  be  at  all  queftion'd 
but  that  he  knew  the  Categcries  too^  having  feen 
the  Work  of  that  Archytat^  who  was  Vjtbago^ 
ras  his  Scholar^  and  the  firft  that  writ  of  them. 
But  whatever  Ahinotts  may  fay,  he  never  knew 
the  Form  of  a  Syllogifm,  nor  the  Diftin<3Jon 
of  the  three  Figures  of  Argumentation :  >4ri/?<9- 
th  was  the  Author  of  them,  as  all  wife  Men  /  . 
are  agreed.  Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  his 
Logick.  ' 


C  H  A  R      11. 

The  Logick.  of  Ariftbtlc. 

THE  Logick  of  ArifiotU  is,  without  all 
doubt,  more  diftiri(9:  and  more  mediodi- 
cal  than  that  of  Vlato ;  and  though  Arifiotle 
made  ufe  of  the  Logick  of  Z^on  of  e/£/^^,  who 
had  writ  three  Boob  of  that  Art  long  before 
him  j  chough  he  had  received  great  AiCftance 
iirom  the  DialeAof£i^/i//<^,  of  Megaraj  Socra- 
C  c  4  tes 
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us  his  Sdiohr ;  yet  it  is  moft  certaia^  eM  he 
better  underftood  the  Matter  at  this  Art , 
fearch'd  Luther  into  the  depth  of  it^  fee  all  its 
^  ^  ^  Parts  in  a  clearer  Lightj  ana  raog'd  them  in  a 
Mj^oi^'  more  agreeable  Oroer^  than  any  of  the  PJbilp* 
Sit'«^/€-  fophQfs  that  had  writ  before.  It  may  he  isiA 
xSf  uj'iv  indeed  that  ^  Arciytas,  Zenm^Emluky  and  FUio^ 
^oe^  invented  the  Matter  of  Dialed:  but  Anft$tk 
xlU^^E  ^^^^^  &^^  ^^  ^  £onn  :  and  to  his  Honour  he 
len^'  c*  1^  Tpoken^  that  he  alone .  perfeded  the  Syllo- 
ult.  giini/  which  the  odiers  knaw  nothing  of  be- 
finpiaU'  fore  him.  'Twas  he,  i  in  eflfea,  that  inrented 
t^Hm  m^^^  Art  of  a  peffeft  DemQnftration,;by  con- 
^[e  uftA^  fining  the  extenfive  and  aknofi  infinite  Capa- 
PIT  jirifto-  city  of  the  Soul  of  Man  within  the  Limip  of 
teiesyaB  three  Operations,  as  within  fyid  afi^  ftated 
^/S  Sounds,  beyond  which  that  divine  Particle  of 
autd^um  ^^^9  ^^^^  ^^^  independent  as  it  is,  {;ap  never 
tfftf^  Tra^  pais.  'T was  he  likewife  that  difcoyerM  the 
pez.  in  Secret  of  redifying  their  Operacioos,  and  of 
5^^^P^*^' compofing  a  determinate  Matter  for  Syllo- 

Twashe,  in  fine,  that  reducn  into  three 
Figures  which  he  had  invented,  all  the  imagi- 
nable Connexions  of  two  Terms,  which  com- 
pofe  the  Propofition  with  the  common  Term, 
to  eftabliih  the  For;n  of  a  E^monftratibn,  a 
Form  always  diredly  concluding  by  one  Rule, 
which  carries  with  it  as  certain  Cbaraders  of 
Infallibility,  as  the  Demonftrations  6f  the  moft 
cxad  Geometry.  'Tis  in  the  fourth  Chapter 
qfthefirft  Bookofthe  Ana^is^^tlisLt'hc  ex- 
plains this  new  Art  of  the  Conftris^ion  of  Syl- 
logifmjandus  by  this  wonderful  Art  that 
this  Philofophcr  found  out  a  way  to  give  the 
fame  Rule  to  Thought,  which  is  entirely  fpi- 
ritual,  as  he  had  prefcrib'd  to  Quantity,  which 
is  entirely  niaterial;  and  to  eftabliih  in.  tl^ 
^    .  Rea-^ 
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^se^ociings^  and  in  the  Oper adofis  of  a  Hu? 
njiao  Soul;  which  are  eflemially  free  and  cpn'» 
cingent^  an  Infallibilicy.  equal  to  that  which 
we  meet  with  in  Geometrical  Demonftrations^ 
which  ace  efTentiany^neceilary.    This  to  me 
appears  fa  wortpy  of  Admiration^  that  I  find 
nothing  comparable  to  it  in  all  the  moft  fur- 
prizingPi:odu^Si6ns  of  the  Mind  j  for  what  can 
be  concoiv'd  more  ingenious  thlan  this  Inven- 
tion.of  the  three  Figures  of  a  Syllogifm,  which 
form  ihemfelyes  from  the  diffisrent  Situation 
of  two  Terms  with  the  common  Term  of  which 
It  is  compofed?  And  what  can  be  imagind 
nnore  admirable  thaa  the  Certainty  and  Evi- 
dence of  the  Conclufion  after  the' two  Premi^ 
(t^y  wh^n  there  is  nothing,  vicious  neither  ia 
the  Matter^  nor  in  the  Form. 

Truly  when  I  refled  upon  the  univerfal  Ar« 
rangement  oiAriJktW^  L^kk,  and  that  won« 
derful  Order  of  all  the  confKtuent  Parts  there- 
of: when  I  coniider  the  great  Caution  this 
Philofopher  has  taken  in  the  general  Prepara<»  • 
tititn^oftheMattethe  defigns  for  Argument; 
(hat  is,  when  I  obferve  the  whole  Work  fix  a 
and  eflablifh'd  in  the  moft  firm  and  folid  man- 
ner the  Mind  of  Man  can  form  ;  and  upon  a 
Foundation  the  moft  uncertain  that  can  be  i* 
(teigin'd,  which  is  Thoughts  and  Words ;  I  am 
ifurpriz'd  at  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Genifis  that 
<;ou'd  conceive  fo  j^rodigious  a  Defign.  What 
ccfU'd  qot  he  have  done^that  cou'd  fix  the  Cha- 
ra^er  pf  Solidity  and  Gonfiftency  upon  a  thing 
fo  weaH  and  infirm  ?  This  Work  is  encompafs'd 
witU  Pifiicqlties^  which  appeared  infuperable  ; 
it  removes  the  Ambiguity  of  Words,  by  giv- , 
ing  a  clear  E)(pUcation  of  what  was  equivocal 
>and  wtiat  not,  and  affixing  to  the  Terms  their 
••pf oper ^d  natural  Senfe.    This  i$.  a  Work  ve* 
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ry  oeceilary  to  diipel  the  Gonfutiofi  of  Thought^ 
which  ib  darkem  the  Mind  wich  the  Muldpli* 
city  of  Uess,  to  il&ravel  tbofe  inextricaDie 
Foldings  of  the  Operations  of  the  Mtnd^  and 
codifperfadiat  almoft  inevitable  Crowd  and 
Tumult' of  divers  ^«tff«i  of  Parttcttlar^  Untver-* 
iai.  Conditional/ Abfolute^  Complex^  Inconir 
plex,  Affirmatiye^  Negative,  Model,  Equiva* 
lent  and  ContradiAory  Pn^fitions :  co  the 
End  that  the  Mind  may  be  accuftomed  to  a 
naked  and  fimpte  Reprefentation,  that  it  may 
form  to  it  felf  Obje^s,  whereby  to  judge  o( 
things  according  as  they  are  really  in  them* 
felves.  In  ibort,  it  fo  difcorers  the  Difgui* 
iings  and  Artifices  of  the  Underftanding,  which 
are  innumerable,  as  to  remedy  all  the  Defaults 
and  all  the  lUuHons  of  Argumentation,  and  to 
bring  to  Kgbt  all  the  Fallacies  andlmpoftures 
of  all  theSophifms^of  all  the  Paralogifms  ima* 
ginable. 

Nor  is  this  all ;  for  this  Great  Man,  after 
having  fully  difcover  d  what  lay  .moft  obfcure 
and  moft  retir'd  within  the  Mind,  and,  by  ehe 
Art  he  had  invented,  confin'd  the  Infimty  of 
Thobght  within  the  Comp^fs  of  three  Opera- 
tions,* he  found  out  a  way  to  re^'fie  thefe 
three  Operations  in  all  the  Parts  of  his  Logick : 
He  has  correded  the  Faults  of  the  firft  in  his 
Book  of  Cstegmes  in  which  he  teaches  us 
how  to  diftinguilh  the  Idea's  of  every  thing  ac- 
cording to  that  natural  Order  which  the  Un« 
deriianding  ought  to  obferve  in  the  Conce- 
ption of  them  r  He  has  reform'd  the  Defaults 
pf  the  fecond  Operation,  which  is  t^  Propo- 
iition  in  his  Book  of  the  hterfrHstim,  and 
in  his  Treatife  of  VofifreJUcmunti  zm^At^^i^  , 
dkaments ;  where  he  explains  the  Significatton 
of  Terjfeis,  and  the  Contingent  or  Eilemial 

Gon- 
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Cpnne'xioii  of  the  one  wkh  iho  ojther.  L^Iy^^ 
he  redrefles  what  is  defedi?e  in  the  Third 
Operation^  in  his  Books  of  t&fkhh  ^naljtkksy 
and  S0pbifms ;  and  in  tbefe  be  eftabliflies  the 
Conftru^on  of  Three  Syllqgifinsi  th^  StfUJUck^ 
which  caufes  Error,  the  DialeBkk,  which  ere-  ^ 
ates  Op^on,  and  the  D^mmfirativty  which  is 
the  only  Perfed- Syiiogifm^  both  as  to  the 
^ualtty  of  its  Matter  am  its  Form^  and  which 
alone  produdes  Science;  Thus  all  .the  wbol^ 
peBgh  and  Drift  of  Arifhdis  Logick  tends  to 
bne  and  the  fame  £nd^  vixi*  the  Eftablilhmen^ 
of  Detnoliftration  by  Syllogifm,  which  is,  the 
|JAiT«rfal  Principle  of  all  Sciences.  For  no- 
thti^  can  be  ^iTurMly  known  without  this 
Act^  for  by  Demoi^ration,  we  have  not  only 
a  perfelft  Certainty,  that  the  thing  1$,  but  like- 
wife  a  perfe^fl  l^nowledge,  of  the  Reaibn  why 
it  is,  which  is  the  moft  Effential  Produd  of  all 
Sdeoce. 

So  fhat  the  Loeick  of  all  other  Philolophers 
both  Ancient  and  Modem,  aregotd  no  other- 
wiie  than  as  they  bear  a  Relation  to  that  of 
ArifiatWs }  and  whoever  examines  them,  will 
find,  tbatthey  at«defedive  in  thofe?ery  things, 
in  whidi  they  agree  not  with  the  L^ick  ot 
this  I^iloibpher  ;  which  ought  to  be  the  Rule  / 
and  Standara  of  all  other  Logicks,  being  found- 
ed oil  iSoR  Art  of  Demonftration.  But  b  it  co*- 
tatn,  that  Arifiofle  is  the  true  Aathor  of  this 
Art?  I  muft  confefsthat,  to  prepare  the  Nffat-^ 
ter*  he  was  obliged  to  the  Caiegoriis  o^Arcbytas 
and  OceBus  ;  that  he  iearn'd  from  pefmerates 
and  Socrates y  the  Ufe  of  DefoiUion,  as  a  means 
to  aiVive  at  tins  Art ;  that  he  borrow'd  from 
the  Cratylm  o(.Plato^  the  DiftinSicn  of  Terms 
in  their  proper  Si^ificattpn  ;  that  )ie  teok 
from  the  Dialogue  of  Biabjdemes^  part  of  the 

Obfcr-  : 

\  Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


3p6  A  Compart fm  of 

.  Obfenr^tions  he  has  made  in  his  Book  of  S^ 

fbifms  ;  that  the  firft  Knowledge  of  the  Me^ 

thod  of  Confeqoences^  and  of  all  that  captious 

Art  o( Dilemmas  was  derived  down  to  him  from 

Zinm  Elestis;  that  Thnaus  of  Locris  gams  tlihi. 

the  firft  Lha  of  a  Syllogifinj  which  was  after-- 

^»B^w?  wards  brought  to  PerfcAion  by  Zewa,  as  ap- 

rgulnmry  P^^^'^  ^^^  Comentary  of  Prochis,  on  the  P^r- 

€miffimgm  meniiks  ofFUf0 :  And  that,  hiftly,  he  met  widh 

fuit  fof.  the  firft  Appearances  of  Dembnftracion  in  the 

5^ /***  felf-evident  Propofitions  of  Timje$ts  and  Tieetetes. 

iZZpii'  ®°^  *^^^^  ^">  '^^  ^^^  *"  *^  ^^^  ^^  ^  quefti- 
cMvit  ^  '  on'd  but  that  Arifiotk  was  the  firft  Author  of 
Trape.  the  Form  of  Syllogifm,  and  of  the  Method  of 
runt.  1. 1,  perfcdly  recftifying  the  Matter  by  dtfco?ering 
pkt?a^'  theConfufion  of  Thoughts,  the  Equivocatioii 
Arift.  of  Words^  Che  Artifice  and  Difguiie  of  Propofi- 
jtijliffeies  tioris,  ol  which  they  FormM  the  So^ifms*  AH 
DiaieSkf  the  Principal  Interpreters  of  Arijf^k,  ar^  «f 
wj  "Z^"  ^his  Opinion.  Arifiotle  himfelf  owns  it  in  thfe 
i9vm«&'End  of  hb  Books  of  DUU^^  andC^^p  ac* 
perfa^tMU'  knowledges  as  much  in  the  Book  of  his  To- 

rS^c  7'     The  Difference  then  between  the  Logick  of 

\.uSchx>i?lato  and   Arifiotle,  is,  that  Pii/as  is  d&pers'd 

ilialeft.     through  all  his  Worte-without  any  Order  or 

Ammoii.  Defign,  without  Principles;  and  almoft  without 

vita  phu  Method,  and  Arifiotles  reduced  into  a  regular 

lop.  C21.  Form  in  his  Books  ofDiskSy  Where  it  is  firmly 

in  analyt.  eftabUfli*d  in  all  its  Parts  :  And  GjffmdushnA 

^l^^-j^P''- not  perhaps  found  itfo  imperfect  by  the  Sup- 

Averrocs.  plement  of  Porffjyrf,  which  he  look'd,up6n  asa 

theod.  '  neceflary  IntroduiSion,  had  he  but  confider  d 

logot.      that  this  very  Treattfe  which  is  prefixed  to  Jri-^ 

\  ^otles  Logick,  is  taken  from  Arifiotles  Mnatbj^ 

fich^  from  whence  P&rfhjry  extraAed  it :  And 

*tis  very  probable,  that,  this  Supplement  had 

been  altogether  ncedkfs,  had  there  been.no- 

thing 
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clMOg  loft  of  Ih6  Bpojcs  of  JrificfUs  L^ict,  of 
wlm^'.Dkgems  Laertius  makes  tnepcion.  Pro- 
ceed we  now  to  ch^ir  Morals* 


CHAP.    Hi 
Vk  Mords  of  V\mi. 

'rri  IS  this  part  of  Philofophy  that  teaches  i»critn 

A- .  Men  to  live  well^  asLogick  teaches  them  ^ibi  vide^ 
€0  ihink  well,  Socrates  was  the  firft  Author  of ''^^j.i**^ 
Morality,  tho'  t^/^  had  long  hefore  his  time-^^i," 
I^ViQOUs  fotheLeuohs  that  wefe  very  Enter- >rmjix^.. 
takringy  and  well  received  By  all  People^  upon  ^^v  ^vck/. 
the  Acopant  of  thofe  plealant  Fables,  by  which,  ^i.  J*  ^^ 
with  a  wonderful  Art,  he  Jias  made  them  fo invtUah^) 
ape^blej  that  they  are  ilill  in  very  great  Re-  avoeavigh 
queft.But  there  is  nothing  fo  fettled  or  eftablifli'd  ^biiof^u^ 
in.  the  Morals  of  'u£fof,  as  in  thofe  of  Tlato  ^?r^JJ^  ^' 
who  has  made  Morality  an  Art,  and  founded  (^  ^/^^^ 
|c  i)poo  certain  Principles,  of  which  we  (hall  ^M^tmrr. 
b^ro  give  you  an  Abftraft  taken  from  feveral  p^.  xufc. 
Partihof  his  Dialogqcs  of  Vbadon^m  which  her  '" 
tr^ts.of  the  Soul ;  of  VhiUbusy  where  he  treats 
of  Pleafure  j  of  the  Banquet^   where  he  de- 
fcr^bes  Lovej  of  Thadra^  where  he  difcourfes 
CQBcerning  Good  ;  of  Af(f»(;»,Whrch  is  in  praifb 
of  Virtue  i  of  Lacbn,  where  he  treats  of  Tem- 
perance ,•  of  the  Firft  Hippias,  where  he  talks: 
pf  Honefty  ;  [  of  the  Second,  where  he  fpeaks 
of  Lying  i  arid  from  what  he  fays  of  Man,  itf 
his  Firft  and  Second  Alcibiada  ,•  and  above  all 
from  his  Books,  of  Commmwealtby  where  he  fet-^ 
i^ites  the  Principal  Maxims  of  Morality,  accord- 
£bg  to  the  Opinion  of  Maml  Ftctnm.    'Tis 

^'  to 
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in  cbefe  Eiook$^articalarly^  that  he  efiabliflief 
<he  End  of  Humane  AdQom  by  the  firft  Prin* 
dpte  of  liis  Morality.  For  Man  cannot  ASt 
in  Conformity  to  the  Light  of  Reafon^  witb* 
but  prcpoiing  fome  End  to  b&  K&iOtRy  wMeh 
bfight  to  be  the  Motive  and  Principle  to  infla«> 
encetbem.  The  End  of  Man  (  ULy%  lie)  in 
^tery  AAion  is  his  Good^  and  the  ultimate  Enif 
of  all  his  Anions  is  his  Sorere^  Good,  no 
other  Good  being  able  perfeftly  to  iatisiie  thib 
infinite  Capacity  of  hisDefires.  The  only  So- 
vereign Good  (  fayi  Tlato )  !s  the  Soteveigh 
Bein£^  becaufe  that  comprehends  all  other 
Good^and  may  be  poflefs'd  and  enjov^dby  the 
Underfianding ;  and  the  Will  of  Manbehig,  be- 
yond all  difpute^  Sovereignly  IntetKgibte^  txnA 
Sovereignly  Aiioable.  Virtue^  in  his  C^skiif .  ^ 
is  the  only  way  that  leads  tp  the  Potkmdfi  of 
this  Qood^  by  (ubdmng  ifae  Motions  of  thc^ 
Appetite,  wMch  arfc  dlre<aiy  contr^rj^  to  fe 
Tis  Virtue  (fays  he)  ftatCotopleats^Per* 
feds  the  Man  by  guiding  and  dJreftiiig  htm^in' 
his  Duty  towards  God  by  Rdigion,  ^^  to- 
wards his  Fellow  Creatures  by,  Society  and^ 
Friendship.  He  diftinguiftes  the  difierent  S^ 
cies  of  Friendfliip,  and  reckons  Lore  ill  tha 
Number^  he  explains  the  tSc&ci  of  pure  atfd 
undefil'di  and  of  corrupt  and  debauch  d  Lore  | 
the  Love  of  a  Huiband  towards  his  Wife^  title 
Love  of  a  Father  towards  iiis  Childrerf,  #c' 
Love  of  a  Citizen  towards  a  Citizen  adtid  a 
Stranger^  and  in  iKort,  that  general  FriemUKip 
wbfch  is  the  bond  of  all  Society  ;  x)f  whicii  h* 
gives  us  a  perf6<%  J^^^inhislk^claofCtyiiw 
^       wtidtbi 

He  obferves  likewife  ilo  ^t  ianib  Place/ 

(everal  Marks  and  Tokens  6f  that  PrineifAet>t 

.Honour,  which  is  the  trttii  ii-aftical  Vi>tt3ie  of 

/     .         :  CiVif 
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Cifil  Mordlky  |  and  (hows  the  Yotmg  jiki^ 
dts,  how  ebkc  a  Man  of  Honour  does  not 
enoisgh  in  tiarely  appeariiK  fo^  but  he  nmft 
av<»d  likewife  being  traniported  or  elevated 
Widi  aConceit  of  hi$  own  Excellencies.  Tho* 
)ye  had  the  Glory  of  making  the  moft  admira- 
ble Verfest  and  were  a  Poet  equal  to  Ibmer^ 
yet  he  d^lares^  he  wou'd  not  be  like  him  in 
this  ddicnloas  Quality^  of  vainly  imagining 
himfelf  oonfidwable  upon  any  trifling  Account; 
And  in  Ms  Ckrgias  he  protefts^  that  he  ihouU 
not  think  k  (6  valuable  a  thing  to  become  Ma-« 
fier  of  all  iireeee  by  his  Eloquence^  as  Demofib^ 
nes  was  by  his :  fince  he  found  that  in  that  \it^ 
eie  Em^re;  the  Orator  had  acquired  fuch  ari 
Air  of  Ufurpadon^  which  he  cou'd  by  no 
means  approve  of^  being  fo  very  nice  and  de- 
licate himielf  in  his  owi^  Morals  j  and  moft  cer- 
tain it  is^  that  there  was  never  any  Syftenv  of 
Morality  more  exad  than  his^  or  more  proper 
to  Form  a  Man  of  true  Honour. 

In  the  Abridgment  of  his  La»s^  he  confi4er£ 
whedier  a  Man  may  be  Soveteignly  Hapj^y^ 
which  is  ^e  End  otaU  his  Moratity  ;  apd  af- 
ter aftrii3;  Examination,  he  ^onclodes;^  contra- 
ry  to  the  Opinion  of  fome  Philofophers  in  hk 
time,  that  in  UtEo^  he  may ;  otherwifc  the 
moft  natural  andfincere  of  all  hisDefires  wou'd 

throve  &lf6  and  unprofitable  |  but  he  acknow- 
edges  at  the  lame  nme^  that  he  cannot  be  per- 
feftly  happV  in  this  Life,  .whilft  the  Body.and 
Soul,  whoib  Imerefts  ate  fo  different  and 
counter  to  one  another^  are  thus  intimatelj 
united.  He  cannot  be  happy  therefore  till  atl  " 
ter  Death,  wlien  all  Men  fhall  have  their  re- 
ward proportionable  to  their  good  or  illCon- 
duft  here.  In  his  Dialogue  oi  Gorgiasy  he 
fpeaks  of  a  Judge,  who  fliall  pronounce  Sen- 
tence 

y  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


400        ♦  A  Comparifon  of 

ience  after  thi^.Mfe  upon  evdnr  Hm  accmding 
CO  his  defercs.  Iii  theT^Qtl^  Bopk,.of  his  R.e- 
pul)li<;k^  he  treats  y^y  largely  oC  the  Rewardjs 
and  PuniHimencs  of,  ^oulsafter  Deaths  In  his 
Thedon  he  tells,  iis^  thac  this  Life  is  only  aprc^- 
ratory  Stace^  aa  Introdudion  to  another  more 
perfed,  and  that  Philofophy  teaches  a  Man 
how  to  dye  well^  by  teaching  him  how  to  go- 
vern bis  Paflions.  Thjs  is  in  A^ort  the  whole 
Scope  and  Defign,  and  this  a  true  an4  imparti- 
al Detail  of  Tlatos  Morals^  ^as  may  be  C^lefted 
from  hisWorks^  where  jhey  are^  fcafter^d  ^ 
and  down  without  any.  Order  or  Ci^nnexioii. 

'        '    .     ■■■;        ■     'iM'ji     'III    lit  t'l  I. 

e  H  A  P.    IV. 

Thi  Morals  nf  Ariftodc*  ■ 

TH  E  Morals  of  Arljioite  are  more  plain 
and  natural,  and  fimplc^  and  more  agrec^ 
able  to  the  Truth,  and  yet  appear  withl?is 
Splendor  than  thofe  of  Plato  }  though  at.  the 
fame  time  they  are  more  folid,  aiidrnpraad- 
mir'dand  fojlow'd,  of  which  we  Ihall  endea- 
vour to  make  an  Abridgment.  In  the "  Ten 
Books  which  ArifiotU  has  writ  to  his  Son  Nko'- 
macbusy  he  makes  it  his  Euiin^fs^to  £nd  i^ut 
what  is  the  ultimate  End  of  ,Mahj  in  which 
his  true  Happinefs  ibould  wholly  confift ;  and 
having  concluded  thattherei^  one  grand  Wheel 
that  let's  all  the  lener  in  Motion,  one  great 
£nd  to  the  attaining  of  which  all  our  Anions 
are  inSuenc'd  and  dtreded.  ^e  ,declares^^  that 
it  is  neither  the  plcafure  of  Senfe  noc  Kiches^ 
ftorariy  otiief  good's  offlieBody,  nor  Honours; 
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nor  Vl^ttejc  M,  liftCAtife  all  ihtft  ^06^  Uit 
a  Rddfid^  to  inoth^tGood;  and  frwe  BektkaJi 
f  %sli»^>  i»  4  GMdmtiverfiilfJefi^'J  6f  aUtbi 
W9tid/^6k»ii04  Jepiffir  ii  ft^,  dhifor  which  wt 
i^ki  ^atkrCeais.  tYSs  is  the  Defioitk)!!  he 
pwi  tffik^t^  and  03  this  Qood  cannot  be  acl^uir'd 
hw^hf  ViVAie,  he  explains  what  Vinne  h; 
'Ttsa  tiatitjf  dmg  iPiS^  eo^fifii^  iff  •  MeMmii 
kttiiftm  the  twi  ti^aihs  «f  Phe.  Re  fkcwt  oi 
#hac  thi^  JdkiiM  is.  Hi  the  lAll'ancei  of  Foi^.' 
OtJi;  Jh^y  Thtimct  aiid  feikf»Mce,  #ti!eh' 
ate  tke  Ptinei^t  Virtiiiii  itt-liis  Syftem  of  Mo>^ 
MKty.  As  for  Example  >  tht  Me^Uh  that 
ihhkefr  tlie  Vii^d  <^  Tenipe^rdince,  regulates  6u^ 
I^aih  atfd  Fleafiii^y  ^lfl<f  re^wiss  ihtoi  both  to  ^ 
joft  Tempei'amenc,  ahd  this  is  Yirtne;  As  we 
betray  <)t»  Weaknefi  in'  oar  <o6  tbdch  fear  and- 
dreatf  of  Pain,  fe  Kkef^ife'  our  Softnefi  in  dHr" 
eioeffive  Le^er  of.  Pleiafore.  $  now  Tetnjiferithce 
mod<rtaite»the(b  tWoEttfi^^s,  andbecon^es^^ 
Vtrtoe  by  tempering  the  one  with  the  Othei'^ 
l)ii»  b^^  HEtiik^'A,  l}e«tiunines  into  the  N4- 
tort  of  ttlrt^AOion'that  leads  Man  on  ttf  Vir- 
tu^ wkffeb  U  idfee  O|«ration  of  the  Will,  de-. 
rei^nilfling  iv  fislf  cb  the  Choice  itmaliesoF 
Good^'  kind-  thte  g^es'  him  an  oocaiion  to  de- 
ftfribd  arleHgt^  Wfaatth^i  will  is  by  tt^  Circnm« 
A!ataceS;<^  Adibn,  free  drconftrain'd,>  Vdlanta- 
ry  Of  inyolBfitiiryj  which  is  one'  of  ^d  finefl^ 
TrealSf^  in  0  Arifi«tie*i  Mofality^-^ecaale  it 
expl^s  whatever  ^relaeei'to  the  Liberty,  and' 
to  the  Whole  Oeconomy  of  Humantf  Ai^ipns. 
f  ibA  thenc^v  he  paflfes  dft;to  Fortitktk  ia'nd  7iw- 
ftifanet,  9^'Mi  foitb  thcj  Nature  and  EITe^  of 
Cbefe  two  Virtoes,  and  treatihg  Oh  7<mf«r4»c;, 
Itt  fets  dowti  all  thde  Virtues  thaft  are  its  depen- 
dents, and  have  llicbes  and  Honours'  for  their 
©bjeas.    He  lefis'  w>  that  th^  Virtue  i^Wchf 
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relates  to  the  ufe  of  great  Riches^  is  Magnifi- 
cence ;  and  that  which  relates  to  the  uft  of  a  lef- 
fer  Sh^re^  is  Uherality  ;  that  the  Virtue,  which 
relates  to  common  Honours^ .  is  tiuiDefire  ef 
Glory ;  and  that  which  relates  to  uncommon 
Honours,  is  M^^nmimhu  And  zsTempmmce 
fuperiotcinds,  direds  and  governs. all  thote  Vir- 
tues that  regard  Society,  he  gives  us  a  Yi^t¥  of 
them  all  in  their  Order  :  The  Firft,  which  is 
conyerGmt  about .  removing  the  Obftacles  of 
Commerce  in  a  Civil  Life,  by  taking  o^  that 
Roughnef$,and  fweetning  thatSqurenels  of  Tem- 
per, which  is  fo  often  met  with  in  too  great  a 
part  of  Xlaokind,  is  a  Mildneis  and  Meekiiels  of 
Nature,  CoMrtefie  a^d  Humanity  |  the  other 
Virtues  dependent  on  Temperance^  which  con- 
tribute to  the  rendiing  Society  feoure  mid 
agceeable^  are  Gandotfr  or.  Sincerity,  whicbi  go- 
vern our  Thoughts  J;  Affability,  w44ch  governs 
our  Words ;  and  <!^ivility,  which  governs  pur 
Ai^ioos. 

.  Having  thus  eftabliflx'(l,in  the  firft  Partofhis? 
Morkls,  the  Effence  of  Private  Virtue.;  in  the 
fecond,  he  efiablifhes  that  of  Civil  Virtue*.  ^  He 
begins  with  Jupct^  the  Nature  of  which  he 
explains^  and  difiin^uifhe^  its  •S^enV/ :  Hex3on- 
Qludes  Ills  Dtfcourfe  with  sin  Explicatioftdf  that 
natural  Right,  which  is.  common  to  Man  with 
Beafts  J  and  of  the  Right  of  Nations,  which  is 
common  to  Man  only  j  and  thefe  he.  makes 
the  principal  Foundations  o{  Jnfiice.  From 
thcnccy  he  defccnds  to  the  Virtues  of  the.Un- 
derftanding;  and  from  them,  he  palTes  on  to 
'  thofc  of  the  Will :  Amongft  the  Virtues  of  the 
t/nderilanding,  he  reckons  Prudence  as  l^he 
rnoft  iconfiderable,  becaufe  that  alone  begets 
right  B[.eafon  i  without  which,  there  ean  be  no 
Virtue.    The  Ufe  of  Prudence  in  a  Civil  Life 
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is7blicf,  asiniPnr^itOec(momf i  and  thjT^^ 
ndral  Objeflt  of  thi^  Virtue,  is  what  ought  and 
wliat  ought  not  to  be  doiii  in  the  CircunK' 
Mnci^6iKffiif$\ast^^  to  us. 

,.  He  defcends  even  to  ^n  Explkitiori  of  the 
Diljpofitions  to,'  and  the  Hinderahces  of  Vir- 
tue, which  are  Imperfca  Habits :    He  fays; 
ihacEfFeiiilinacy  and  Impatience  are  the  ¥hii^ 
derances  of  Virtue ,  as  Patience  and  Modera- 
troik  ate  th<i  Dif|)ontions  to  it;  and'adds^  that* ' 
I^ain  and^Pleafdre  ire  the  common  MStter  6£ 
thefe  Habits :  wliicH  furnlfhes  \o\it  an  ampld' 
Siibfeft  for  orirAuthorVSyftenil  of  Morality, 
For  he  reduces  all  to  Vkafmc  anil  P^w,.  whlcte 
are  the  ordinary  Springs  of  the  Motions  of 
die  Soul,  and  the  moft  uhi^erfkl  Principles  of 
the  Paffioris.  Heconiludes  fliis  Vixi  i^hich  r6- 
lates  to  Society,  and  which  Ckero  has  (b  Well 
cxplaitfd  ttf^hls  Book  de  0^<rw,with  an  adtfti- 
raMeTreatifetlppnFrieftdfliip',  irf  whieh  hd     ^ 
defcribes  its  Nature;  ih^ws  the  Difierenccis,  and 
the  Ufe,  and  Benefit  of  it,  uhdei*  the  various 
Circumftances  of  Good  and  111  Fortune  ;  and' 
(ts  Neceffity  in  the  moft  common  AAion!  of 
Man,  ifi^.  his  Cpnverfation  :    He  pbTerves 
the  ConduA  that  Hioujd  be  us*d  in  f^riendibip. 
to  improve  and  cultivatfe  it; 'and  pfopofes 
feveral  Queftions  upon  this  Sub;c^  of  Friend- 
flrfp,  «rhich  he  himfelf  refolves.    In  fine,  hi 
concludes  Hs  Morals  with  Beatittirde,  M^hichf 
is  both  the  Beginning  and  thie  End  of  them; 
and  defcribes  the  Nature  of  Trtf?  Pleafure,^ 
to  give  tts  znUia  of  Happinefe.    And  thp*  fie 
acknowledges  ^  that  Virtue  is  the  only  Mean? 
to  acqmire  it ,   yet  he  allows,  Proiperity  4ndf, 
Riches  may  contribute  fome  Afllftance  :    And 
having  (hewn ,  that  Sovereign  Felicity  dori- 
fifts  ill  A^on,*'  he  infers;  from' thence,  ^thac 
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tbese  is  a  Prafttcal  Beactcude^  wUch  is  tiiat  - 
of  Men ;  and  a  purehr  Comcqaplatinp  oac, 
which  is  that  of  cheGods» 

In  his  Two  Books  of  his  OrmMar^h^  he; 
treats  of  Ways  and  Means  to  acquire  Virtue, 
by  Goods,  which  he  looli^  upon  as  the  Infira-* 
ftnunents  of  Happinefs:  m  diftingoifhcs 
them  into  Tl)ree  Scntsof  Qood${.  thof^.of  thi 
Body^  thofe  of  Fortune  ,  and  thofe  of  the 
Mind:  After  thi^  he  takes  into  Confidera- 
tion  theiHabicsi  of  the  3ottl ,  the  Principles  of 
its  Operations ;  and  rep$^ttng  what  he  had 
faid  before  in  his  Ten  Books^  be-drawi  fevefsd 
CharaAers  of  ProbityjAdTerfitar^WProfperiry. 

Laftly^  in  his  Seven  Books  tQEaJm^^  hm 
Friend^  and  farmerly  h|s  Scholari  he  pr<^ies 
to  him  Threo  Sorts  of  Lifcj  .^life^Bufi- 
aefs,  a  Life  of  jpie^fure^»  and  a  I,^|fe  of  Repofe 
and  Modicadon  :  He  prefers  a  Life  of  Bu(h 
^fs  to  the  other  Two  j.  and  dc^fcribes  the  ne- 
ceilary  Virtues  for  fuch  ap  A4%i,ve  Li^,  with 
an£f$efMk$m;  oh  Virtue  ia  general ;  which  in 
rla$o$  Srile  \^  catlsj  Tif  Harrnnj  eftbe  Smd,  h 
tbeGwemment  ef  the  V^^ffioifs.  Here  tikewite 
he  fays*  fomechiag  of  the  contrary  Vk^es^ 
which  St.  Tlxmas  has  explained  more  at  large 
In  th^  Second .  Part  of  his  Works*  And  to 
iinifii  this  Mdral  Theology^  in  bis  Bo^ksof 
CommmiHshb^  and  in  thoie  of  jPt^&^^he  treats 
of  Societies  and  Governments , .  of  Corpora- 
tions^  Citiesy  Eftatesand  ilepublicks;  of  La«rs» 
Deliberations  ;indRefolves;  of  Authority^  of 
Peace^  and  of  War^  and  of  SediCic^s;  ot  Cu- 
fioms,  of  Taxe$>  of  Commerce,  and  of  Arts  .j 
of  the  feveral  Duties  of  the  Husband^theWil^ 
and  the  Father  /  of  Children^  of  Servams^  and 
ofCiti^^ensj  without  pmitting  any  thing  that 
relates  either  to  a  Civile  or  a  Priyaie  t^^iftt* 
!  Thu$ 
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Thuttht  Mersls  of  Arifiitkditkvvtry  little  Idmfnu 
from  thofc  of  Flato^  as  to  their  Prkiciptes ;  for  2^**''^ 
they  both  prcfcribe  the  fame  End  to  Man,  and  SetS 
the  (ame  Means  to  arrive  at  that  End  ^  which  mm  fugl 
is  Virtue;    They  borh. alike  dlftinguiih  the endarumq^j 
Virtues,  and  define  them  in  general  the  fame Z''*!^'''^ 
Way  i  the  only  difference  between  them  is,  ^^^g^ 
that  the  Morality  of  Arifiotk  is  a  little  too  Acdd. '  '^ 
Humine ,   and  too  nuidi  confind  within  tlie 
Sounds  m  this  Life;  for  he  hardly  ^x^i^i^stiMAri- 
any  kind  of  Happineis  to  Man,  but  that  of  a  f^^}^}^  ^' 
Civil  Life :    Whereas  the  Morality  of  Tlau  is  j^^^/i 
more  Noble  and  Exalted ;  'tis  a  Preparatife  to  caru  in 
a  >  Life  more  pure  and  perfed :    And  in  his  Alcin. 
Hrft  jtlciUa^Sy  he  wou'd  perfuade  us  that  thh 
Life  is  aRefemblance  ot  the  Life  of  God; 
and  in  this   he  infinitely  furpafles  Arifiotk , 
as  well  as  in  the  Unk/erfal  Idea  he  forms  of 
this  Beatitude,  and  of  all  its  Circumftances.        « 

Btit  after  all,  whatever  Tlata  has  faid  of  the 
jBeauty  of  Virtue,  and  the  Deformity  of  Vioe^ 
and  of  the  Rewards  and  PunUhments  of  Good 
and  Evii  Anions,  is  more  like  an  Orator,^ 
tlun  a  Philofopher:  He  fuppofes  thingi, 
wkhout  proving  them;  and  endeavours  to 
delight  and  pleafe  the  Mind,  without  taking 
(care  to  con^nce  it:  Whereas  ArifictU  ad- 
vances nothing  but  what,  he  has  firmly  efta-  . 
bliih'd;  before  he  determines  what  is  thcf 
Ultimate  End  of  all  Humane  Adions,  he 
proves  that  there  is  One  :  He  endeavours  to 
find  out  in  what  it  principally  <x>nfifts,  and 
declines  delivering  his  own  Opinion,  before 
he  has  confuted  the  Opinions  of  others.  After 
this  manner  he  clears  all  Doubts ,  and  efta«- 
Uifhes  his  Troths  with  much  Order.  Clear* 
nefs,  and  Penetration  ;  which  fills  all  his  Sub- 
jed,  and  unravels  all  his  Matter :    And  gtnt- 
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Tilly  foeaking  ^   this   Philofopber  ;  in   tftefe 

admirable  Pieces  of  Morality  ^  lets  fall  fach 

Sparks  of  Lights  and  gives  us  fueh  bdght^  aiid 

refulgent  Ihftances  of  good  and  folid  Sfcnte^  as 

canoot  jbut  furprise  even  Men  of  the  gceateft 

Learning. 

Lik?.c7.     As  for  Inftance  3  in  the  Idea  he  gives  as  of 

phic.    *  ^  Magnanimous  Perfon^  he  diflidguillies  the 

Man  of  True  Courage  ^  from  the  Man  of 

Falfe.   The  firft  never  expofes  himielf  to  great 

Dangers ,  but  upon  great  Accounts ;  wt^  for 

(lis  own  Glory ^  for  his  Country^forhis  Prince^ 

or  bis  Friend ;   nor  does  he  thus  expofe  htm- 

ielf  5  but  with  a  great  deal  of  Prudence  and 

.Conduft.    Qn  the  contrary  ^    the   Man  of 

Falf$  Courage  throws  himielf  raflily  and  in* 

confiderately  upon  whatever  has  but  the  Ap* 

pearance  of  Danger^  with  great.  Precipitation^ 

and  on  the  moft  flight  Occaflons  j  and  is  to  be 

Ipok'd  up  rather  as  a  meer  Bully,  than  a  Man 

qf  tirue  Courage.  Jn.  another  place,  he  fays, 

(hat  Modefty,  which  hiay  be  commendable  in 

itb.  4.     a  Young  Man,  is  a  Fault  in  Old  one ;  becaufe 

^'  *       there  can  be  no  reafonable  Excufelfor  it,  but 

Ignorance,  which  is  a  very  bad  one  for  a  Man 

in  Years :    And  tho'  Modefty  may  ferv6  as  a 

J^eftraint  upon  Impudence,  which  is  a  Vice, 

yet  for  all  that ,  it  isitfelf  no  Virtue    In  his 

pp,8. 1.4.  Four^  Book,  he  tells  us  ,  that  Anger,  which 

jnay  be  a  Virtue  in  a  Soldier,  is  a  Vice  in  a.Gap^ 

tain  :    Thepne  acfts  with  his  Headj  the  other 

with  his  Hands;  and  Anger  is  an  Affiftant  to 

the  one,  and  an  Hinderance  to  the  other :  nor 

Qught  this  Paffion  to  be  ever  feen  in  a  Com*» 

mandec ,  unlefs  it  be  to  make  his  Authority 

the  more  tremendous^    He  adds  in  the  fame 

Place^  tb^t  Anger  is  a  Paffion  left  unjuft  than 

Incpntinepce.j    becaufe  Anger  always  follow^ 

foipe  Appear^cQ  of  Reafon,but  Incontinence 

uiyiii^wu  uy  '«^*'«^'»^7i  i^     Ti 
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i$  entirely  ignorMt  of  k.  Hefays^  that  the 
Anger  Ota  Wife  Man^  is  Worfe  than  that  of  a 
Fool;  as^the  Rage  and  Fury  of  a  Beaft^Js  lefs* 
dang6roas  than  that  of  a  Man  ;  becaufe  that  of 
'  Beaft  is  vvichout  Princic^e^  Method  or  DeHgn.- 

He  propofes,  towards  the  end  of  the  Second  }^^  ^ -j 
Book^  an  admiraUe  Rule ,  how  we  ought,  to  /g*  ^^. 
Jttclge  of  thofe  things  ^  which  fometimes  be-  vIa  fuK^- 
come  very  dangerous ,  \>y  being  too  pleafant  ^t**"  ^ 
and  agreeable.    This  Rule  is  taken  from  the^^j^^^ 
Example  of  that  Council^  wHfch  Triam  con- 
Ten'd  in  Homer's  Iliads,  to  determine  what  they 
ftott'd  do  with  Helm^  when  the  City  of  Iroy 
Was  Befie|;d   by  the  Greeks.    The  Council 
prah'd  the  Beauty  of  the  Princefs^  without  be- 
ing captivated  with  her  Charms^   and  order'd^ 
di^c  ihe  ihou'd  be   fent  back  into  her  own 
Country3  without  having  any  Violence  olSfer'd 
hen  Thtts^  fays  ^n/c^/tf^  ought  we  to  Judge  of 
Pleiifare  ^  witliout  forfeiting  oiir  Integrity^  or 
fafiering  our  felves  to  be  corrupted :    And 
thD€  ought  we  to  a>^oid  thofe  dangerops  Allure-i 
meats  of  Humane  Life^  without  being  the  ledft 
^St&tA  with  them  j  for  'tis  a  very  difficult  thing* 
for  a  Man  not  to  be  fenfible  of  Bleafures^being 
of  fo  fittil  a  nature.  • 

He  (ays ,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Third 
Book  y  that  in  Deliberations  of  Morality  no^ 
thing.  i$  commonly  fo  vexatious  and  trouble- 
fome^  as  juftly  to  difcern  between  things  Pro- 
fitable and  Honourable  5  and  how  to  follow 
either.  As  for  Example,  HjppoUtssf,  importuned 
by  the  Solicitations  and  CareiTes  of  his  M^ 
roer,  ought  to  befdent  y  and  die  5  or  elfe  to 
divulge  the  Secret :  If  he  divulged  it,  he  a<9s 
in  Diinooour  of  the  Princeis  he  Ipves^*  if  he 
be  filent ,  he  ads  in  Dishonour  of  Himfelf^ 
and  tho'  Innocent .  paiTes  for  a  Criminal  with 
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bi$  F^dier  Tberm^    AnP^U  ciai^Jfi^  i  thai 
fber^  is  nothiog  fo  difiicak^  a$  oo  ki)0W  pre^ 
dfely  which  Part ,  to  take  in  tbefi^- ;  t^ro  niG9 
Extreamsj  neither  of  them  hfiin^.  PiihoBour*. 
able.    But  nothing  cfin  be  more  ll^iovahle^^ 
nor  indeed  more  ComciencioDS^  chM  wM  hc$ 
iays  in  the  fame  place ;  that  a  Maf)  Wghk  M 
Suffer,  and  how  far  he  ought;  to  Snlfw  in  tb9 
performance  pf  his  Duty.    'Ti$  ii»  tim  plaw' 
hepropofe$^  Whether  hemay  do  aftUnjiw 
thing  9  to  R^cue  a  Friend  or  Relation  put  of 
^he  hands  of  a  Tyrant  ;    And  be  rogolatm 
things  after  fiich  a  manner,  that  w^mayibeott 
find  the  True  Diftindion,  and  Natural  .Oder 
^  of  Duty  reduc'd  to  a  Jufi  Dependjpace^  ano 

upon  another.  The  Midmm  ba  ^^Ul|e»  be^ 
tween  SUnpUcity  of  Manners,  ani  )3ic$oe6  of 
Yjj,  ^  Behaviour,  in  his  Trejatife  on  Vtfuipm%  ts# 
Htjiic;  that  Simplicity  fallnot  iow  BeftiaUo[»»npr  Jnn 
duftry  into  Cunnipg  and  Artifice  ii/  Af^t^ 
b0  ]p6k$  upon  as  a  great  Principlesirom  »h\xik 
to  learn  how  to  Live  in  th^  WarM'  %Y>  ifab 
PiAiiu^ion,  he  gives  us  the  juft  Temp^rameai 
^h»t  cflmp^es  the  True  Cfoodnefs  of  Heart 
and  Mind.*  /tie  o^fdrves  in  thei^9placei 
that  Prudence  is  the  Rule  of  Mens  A^fin^  as 
Art  is  of:  the  Artificers.  And  in.l^s  Treatife 
i^  Fri&pJJtfip  he  has  this  Remark,  /^.  /Tbat 
Jpfeniefits;  and  Good  Turns  reeiprocaUy  re? 
ceivtd  from  Friends,  ought  to  V^  tl^e  Confer 
quenc^s  and  ^fiec^s,  but  n^ver  the  Caufes  of 
f tiendilupi^ 

:&ut  in  all  Arifiotlcs  li4n:ah^  there  is  nothing 
appears  to  me  as  a  greater  Inftance  of  the  (m^ 
eitquiftte  Judgment,  and  of  the  deefneft  Peoe^ 
^  traticm,  than  the  Obfervation  he  makes  in  the 
'^hird  Chapter  of  the  Seventh  Biook ;  where 
^0  tells  us,  that  in  Delikerntim  on  H¥m0n$ 
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^ims^  'ti$  the  Hearty  and  not  the  Mind^  that 
deUbcrates,  and  theDacilioaw^hkh  kiMdc» 
h  not  taken  fo  much  from  the  Light  of  the 
Underftanding  3   is  from  the  Motions  of  the 
Will  j   from  Whence  it  is  ^  that  the  Senfual 
Man,  in  his  Reafonings,  prefers  Pleafure  to 
Honefty;  becaufe  his  Heart  is  lefs  affeded 
with  an  Honeft  y  than  with  an  Agreeable 
Goodj  wh«reasiJie  Virtuous  Man  concludes 
tb^Gomca^,  vk..  That  an  Hofteft  Good  is 
pr^ferjilil^f  p  a  Senfi^uil  Qood^  becaufe  'tis 
mppe^PD^mableto  bis  Inctinatioos  iihd  hit 
Ppfirfif*/  Thus  erety  one  Judges  of:  Things,  J«  7*  «£. 
9sM|s,Ai(^ion$  Incline  him^  and  as  the  Will  0^*  ^ 
g^i^f  the  Ufiderftanding.    And.  from   thift*!(;f*^* 
P«i»Piple,  arife  allthofeFaMe  Reafdnings  of  ^    ' 
t^a^Qii  and  Interelt  1  and  from  hence  are 
fofm'd  aU  the  Sophifms  of  Self-Love^  to  wfaicit 
ill  Puriei  fubfcribe  ; ;  'Til  Ukewtfe  upon  this 
Mitnffl:*:  that  %%.  J$fgfffim   founds   ;iil  the 
C^du^t  of  Senfual  am  Love^  on 

which  i^U  the  Chriitian.  Morality  itiiitis, 
^yhtU  better  explains  theMyftery  in  that 
plane'  of  his  SeTontb  Book  >  where  he  redu* 
im.the  :Pciti(»e^  of  all  Humane  Adionk 
to  P)ea(<iie3  and  P^j  wbith  aretheUniver-- 
ial  lutings  of  the  Paffiom.  ^  I:  hare  dwelt  the 
longer.ott  Aryhik's  Abrab^  becauie  I  look  up^ 
on  them  as  his  Mafter- Piece:  And  the  di^ 
p>Q(&lg.af  di^e  IMaitj  ixA  reducing  them  to 
9Ur  PriAice  ,  accordiogi  to  the  Natucal  Order 
ef^be  fubjeft  Matter,  is  in  my  Judgment  the 
b«ft  Defign  c^  a  Book  5  that  can  l^  imagin'd, 
|ie(  us  now  fte  their  fijfaks^ 
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C  H  A  P.    V. 

Tl)e  fhyficks  of  Plato, 

npHere  is  nothing  which  the  Nfind  of  Man' 
JL^  has  lefs  fearch'd  into^  than  the  Know- 
ledge of  Nature  :  Ic  looks  as  if  God  had  de- 
lighted to  place  the  World  within  the  Reach  of 
Mortal  EyCj  as  the  mod  glorious  Work  of 
Omnipotence,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  hide 
irom  OS  the  fecret  Springs  of  this  great  Ma- 
chine. Nature  expofes  herfelf  to  our  Yiew^ 
but  her  ways  are  unknown  ;  we  fee  theEffe^^ 
hat  are  ignorant  of  the  Oules.  After  fo  many 
DifpQCes  for  fo  many  Age$,  Men  are  ftill  come 
CO  no  agreement^  fo  that  it  feemsasif  the  Ob* 
icA  of  Natural  Philofophy  were  a  tHing  rather 
of  Opinion,  than  Knowledge.  And  -  twas  this 
without  doubt,  that  diicourag  d  S^r^e/ j  TlatQ 
apoly'd  himfeif  more  to  the  Study  of  it,  being 
induc'd  by  the  Communication  he  had  witb 
the  Writings  of  the  Pythag^Pams.  who  made 
a  farther  Progrefs  in  the  KnQwledge  of  Things 
Natural,  than  any  of  the  Phiioloi^iers  that 
were  bttore  them.       .      '. 

Though  the  Phylicks  of  Piif^are  fcatter^  cp 
and  down  in  feveral  Places  of  his  Dialogues, 
of  Critiasy  PbeJra,  ParmeniJesy  and  the^  Great 
Hiffiafy  yet  are  they  more  particularly  to  be 
met  with  in  the  Ttnu^..  In  this  Treatife 'tis 
that  he  eftablifiies  for  the  Principle  of  all  Natu- 
ral Beings,  a  Matter  and  a  Form ;  he  believes 
this  Matter  to  be  Eternal  and  Uncreated,  and 
pretends  that  the  Form  is  only  a  pure  Partici- 
pation^ 
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pation^  of  the  Idea.    Though  we  may  find  in 
his^^Works  feme  •  Footfteps^ -ibme-Marks  and 
CharaAers  of  Efficient  and  Final  Caufes^  yet 
he  reduces  alt  tp  the  Ideal  an4  Material  Caufe^ 
for  which  Arifiotk  finds  Fault  with  him  in  his  L 1.  c  2. 
Second  Book  of  Qeneration.    Ilejgiyes  to  this 
Matter  a  Quantity  as  one  of  its  Enential  Pro- 
perties^ and  adds  all  thofe  Qualities  which  are 
purdy  accidental^   as  Heat  and  Cold  ^  Pri« 
nefi,   Moiftnefi^  Lightnefs,   Weighty  Smelly 
Colour^  Tafte,  and  all  thofe  others  which 
caufe  the  di&rence of  mixt  Bodies.' 
.  Befides  thefe  Qu^icies^  he  admits  of  difi&rr 
ont  Kinds  of  Motion,  the  Motion  of  Alterati- 
on^, of  Increafe>  of  Diminution^  and  the  Lo* 
c^l  Motion  J  becaufe  thefe  things  Ibllow  cme 
another^   and  have  a  neceifary  Cotinisxioc* 
St.  Auftin  fays  in  his  Adyertifement  to  the  Gmr 
tiUf^,  that  flato  has  Three  Principtes  in  jiis 
Phy ticks/  God,  Matter,  and  J^<^,  fwWch  bear 
fome  Kefemblance  and  Agreement  to  thofe 
Threie  Principles  Cardinal  Bejfmm  a&rii>es  to 
him,  which  are,  thfr  Work  that  is  made,  the 
Matter  of  which  'tis  made,  and  the  .Model  by 
which  *tis  made.    Vjrocks  in  his'  Commentary 
on  the  Parmenid^^  fays.  That  Flato  wou*d  have 
the 'Union  of  the  Matter  and;  the  Form  to  be 
made  by  a  certain  Harmony,  which  is  nothing 
filfe.but  a  mutual  Proportion  of  thofe  two 
jp4rts.     Thefe; are  the   Principles  of  Plata s 
Bhyiicks^  which  this  Philofopher  has  made  the 
more  Myfterious,  by  reafon  of  his  Affediofl 
for  Geometry,  which  he  has  forc'd  into  all  his 
BifoDurlbs,  without  rightly  mlanaginghis  Sub- 
jo^  or  confidei&ngJbis  Matter,   and  this  is 
what  Jrifiotk^  if  we  bdieye  Max^Qnim^  up-  Ma2zon.iii 
braids  him  with.    .  p'^*.J^  & 
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The  fhyfick^  of  Ariftotlc. 

'  A  S  for  Jr^atle,  he  hasBuUtlibPriticiplet 
jTV  of  Natural  Philofophy  upon  the  Raines 
oTthofe  of  other  Philofophers.  Mdiffmy  f;Db- 
earas  his  Scholar^  Taaght,  that  the  Unity  ud 
Inftnobility  of  one  fole  Bdng  was  the  Ptinci-- 
pie  of  Natural  Things.  VamemJks  wias  t^ 
Opinion^  that  'twas  Cold  and  Heat  j  Jkm9€rim 
tMs,  that  'cwas  Solidity  and  Vacuity  ;  AnMx^dh- 
rsr  admitted  of  Quantity^  and  a Confufionof 
Similar  Principles.  AriftctU  refutes  al^hefe 
the  better^  to  eftablUKthat  Form  and  Matter  he 
had  taken  from  tl^r  P/r%«retf»i,  to  which  he 
has  added  Priva^on  as  a  Third  Prindple,  for 
die  more  eafie  Comprehenficm  of  that  Change 
which  is  madd  in  Generatibn^  which  is  a  fort 
of  Motion  j  the  Matter^  is  the  Subjed: ;  tiie 
Privation  and  the  Fonn^  are  the  two  Termsr; 
and  the  Motion  has^  for  its  Principle^  the 
Term  of  Departure ;  which  is  a  Privation^  as 
well  as  the  Form.  As^  for  Inftance.  no  one 
can  raife  a  Pillar^  if  ihe  Material^  of  which  it 
is  to  be  fram*d^  have  not  a  Privation  of  the 
Form,  which  made  ArijlfffUfxy,  That^iVe 
€md  m^  be  fro^'d  Imt  out  jof  7»Im  was  »^  f^hiii 

So  that  the  Firft  Book  of  ArifiHl€%  Phyficks^ 
in  which  he  lays  down  his  Principles^  is  no* 

'  thing  eHe,  in  my  Opinion,  but  a  pure  Syftem 
to  dired  us  how  to  comprehend  the  Order  of 

;  the  Generation  of  Natural  Beings.  TheSe- 
.  ?  cond 
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cond  Book^  wtuch  cceacs  of Caoies,  appeanto 
me  to  ht«6  fooietluog  in  ic  more  clear  and 
more  teal  cpathaa  cbeBrft*    The  t>iftiiidlon  Huurd  eft 
he  makeft  benveen  Art  and  Nature^  Fortune  i^z/im 
aod  Chance^  feems  in  my  Judgment  very  folid  ^.  ^ 
and  well  QQOoeiY'd.    What  he  lays  down  inf^gY. 
the  third  and^  Mowing  Books  >   is,  though 
fomewhat  confused  and  out  of  the  common 
I^ENid^  yet  admiraUy  well  contrivU    The 
Definilicm  of  Motion  is  obfcure  at  firft  (ight^ 
bacwhion  throughly con'fider'd^  appears  true 
av^V^turaL    The  Treatife  of  Infinity  in  the  AgmEmk 
Fpwdk  ChJiptcr  of  the  Third  Book  is  not  in  «/^w, 
its  proper  place,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  ^^^? 
G^pdmi  What  he  lays  ofTime  and  Piace^  in  Gaflend. 
the  Fourth  ,Book  are  noble  Dif^ourfes^  and  inexercitjl 
cont^Mi  all^tfae  inoft  foUd  Pares  of  Natural  Phi<  ^^Y^ 
k|ibpby«    In  the  f(^owing  Books,  he  (peaks  a 
ibcQqd  time  of  Mptionj  and  feeitas  to  tread  in 
lihe  iasie  Steps  as  be^brej,  and^  «s  it  were^  to 
meetbimf4l£       . 

!  With  regard  then  to  things^  in  their  Princi* 
pies  there  is  no  .great  Difpanty  between  the 
Phyficksof  P/(9ff  andv4»/(7^/f^  for  being  both 
derivVl  from  tte  iame  Original,  ^vk,.  thePhy- 
(icks  oi ihitTjtbagoreAnsj  the  moii Rational  at 
that,  time  ^tidt,  they  mufi  needs  refemble 
eachr  other.  Qcilm  was  the  fkfi  Author  of  Ocel  iibj 
tbofe  tWo  Priociptes  of  Natural  Philofopby,  ^^  Univ. 
M«ttc»  and  Forn^  in  order  ,to  expUin  the^^^*^* 
Cbmge  that  is  :niade  in  the  Generatipa  of  4 
Natofsal  Body  by  ibmething  it  receives^  and 
by  fomething  that  is  received;  and.tbou^  the 
Principles  of  Natural  Philofophy  are  almofl 
the  iame^  in  the  Syftems  of  both  theft  Philo<- 
Ibpfaers^  as  to  the  Compofition  of  Bodies^ 
their  Proprieties  and  Qualities,  yet  their  Man* 
act  «f  tteatiog  upon  them  is  very  different. 

For 
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"  ¥brf/ito  has  writ  of  PMyficksi  rery  fuperfi- 
dally/  and  were  we  tocoWeSti  out  of  li^ 
Wdrks,  ill  Ke  h^  faid  upoh  that  Sub^eift,  k 
Would  make  lip  but  i  tery  ihort  Diicoune^  aftd 
hot  to  be  compared  Wifll  ArifiotU's  Eight  Books 
.  of  Phytick^,:  in  which  he  has  compriz'd  all  that 
relates  to  the  Principles  rfnd  Proprieties  of  a 
Natural  Body  in  General. 

His  particular  Phyiicks  appfeir  ta  me  more 
ingeniousahd  more  methodical  from-thlf  De^ 
duiftion  of  all  the  Species  of  the  Body  Natural^ 
into  which  it  divides  Je  felf,    He  biegilfe  with 
the  Hearens  and  the  Stars^  with  the  Elements 
and  with  Meteors  j  and  iQ^hofe  Bopte  of  Nf6« 
teors  alone  has  explain-d  more  things  iii  Natu- 
ral Philofophy  than  atll  the  Mbdernf  together  j 
for  he  defcend^  to  all  the  ntit^  ftdnute  Pani^- 
culars  of  every  thing.    'Tis  her*  he  flidWs  t^ 
the  manner  of  the  Formation  <^  Rilitals,  of 
Bitumens  and  Salts^  and  of  Stones^  and  of 
whatever  elfe  is  fafhion'd  within  the  Bo&m  of 
the  Earth  ;  here  likewife  he  explains  the  dif- 
ference of  Bodies  by  their  exteriour  Fijgtoe, 
hirdorfoft,  rough,  or  fmooth,  ffiff  or  flejJi- 
ble,   brittle  or  malleable,  finable   or  vifcouii 
and  tenacious ;  and  treats  of.  the  CohcocSiony 
Elixation^  CoUiquefaifHon,  and  PuttefadlOfl^ 
of  the  fame  Bodies.    In  the  fame  place  he  ex- 
amines into  the  different  Opinions  that  have 
been  held  concerning  the  Elements  ,•  Whether 
the  Fire  burns  by  the  Motion  of  round  Parti- 
ties  pointed  or  pyramidicdl^  according  to  the 
Philpfophers  of  thefe  Tfmes,  who  pretend  to 
be  Authors  themfelves  of  many  things  that  A^ 
rijlotk  taught  long  btfore  them  ^  as  the  Weight 
of  the  Air,  which  he  proved  by  the  Experieilct 
of  a  Bullet  that  weighs  more  when  'tis  hbited  : 
Aiid^/iri^pfirtsnoemiftakenin  bi^  E?tpIicaek>o 
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bfth^Swtftacfsofwci^Hy  Bodies^  MG^iiUi 
nodaaffmJm  lay  he  is,  who  are  themfelves 
much  in  the  wrong^as  to  that  Point.  In  ihort, 
he  has  fliew -d  the  Natuce  and  Difference  of 
Sounds,  with  a  Proportion  of  all  (he  Cdnfo- 
nancies,  as  diftindly  as  any  of  the  Modems, 
wiio  pretend  to  have  found  out  ibmething  neiotr 
pn  thk  Subjed.  But  upon  ferious  Reflexion 
k  will  ^>pMr,  that  ail  that  has  been .  iad  hy 
Galilm^ndDes  Cartes,  upon  the  different  Vi-^ 
brations  of  ^^e  Air^  hath  been  before  obferv  d 
hy  Ariftctlc. 

I  fliall  pa6  over  that  excellent  Treatife  he 
has  writ.of  Colours,,  and  that  of  Phyfiogmo^ 
ny,  of Mufick andof Phyfick,^  and anlnfinitd 
number  of  others ;  to  fpeak  of  hb  Hiftory  of 
Animals,  which  to  me  appears  beyond  conn 
pare*  .'Tis  true  that,  in  this  Labour  he  drew 
great  Advantages  from  the  Liberalities.of^/ex- 
Wcr.  But^befides  the  great  Applica^on  and 
Induftry  he  us'd  in  this  fort  of  Study,  beiides 
the  many  Experiments  he  made  him&blfona 
great  number  of  Animals ;  it  was  his  particu* 
kr  Care  to  inform  himfelf  of  all  that  had  beeft 
wrote  upon  this  Subjed  by  the  Philofopheri, 
Phyriai^,Hlftoria8s^and  Poets  that  werebefpre 
him,  as  may  appear  tt<m  the  many  QuotatioM: 
hemaiiesout  ofHmrrf,  H^ficd,  t/€jcl^lm,  and 
Euripides.  \  He  fometimes  cites  Herodotus^  but 
'ds  to  confute  him ;  for  he  found  very  little 
Certainly  in  any  thing  he  maintained.  The 
Perfon  whdm  he  deriv  a  the  moft  Light  in  his 
Hiftory  of  Animals,  was  Hiffocrates  that  great 
pbferver  of  the  Body  of  Man,  though  he  ne- 
ver makes  the  leaft  mendon  of  him,  tor  which 
Laitrentif»,  in  his  Book  of  Anatomy,  accufei 
him  of  Ingratitude,  and  With  Reafon.  For 
wha$  this  Philofophet  fays  of  the  Conftru<5lton 
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of  HumaaBodm^  bukM  partly  fioul^ 
ffr4taf,  not  but.  that  he  ha  tefcral  Amg%  tmi 
are  kU  «own  ObiervMom^  *  --r. 

Hbworer  Itii  f  o  thisPhilofophtf  that  W90wd 
the  Order  and  Method  ofaferv'd  iii  s^MatDsribr 
extenfivc,  icr  copiom  ai^  Imrioate  m  thk  KKm 
ftoryofiiainaki  JMT  is  ka  fmall  Ta$fc  tcr 
hffire  mohic'd  all  ther  Spede^  to  ccrtHA  JQindh^ 
to  have  coin|riii''d  them  in  a  hatiual^  fiifty  anJ^ 
€om{ilea€  Divifibn;  which  he  a;ives  us  at  ih« 
begiftningof.  the Hiftorjr  j  aha  to  lure efta- 
blifh'd  General  Maxims  in  the  Conftitotlob  of 
Aiiioulv  i*hkh  pdk  for  Infallible.  *Twas  hoT 
that  fifft'belierd  that  the  Heart  was  theiFaitfiui 
caixr  ofBlodd^  wfatiBh  #is  vejededab  aft  Error^ 
bat  hafi^iB^n  fince  foqndfo  be  Mie  iqr  £bqpe^' 
jience^ :  1?be  Ch^ation  of  die  Blood  waisi 
notimkfiown  to  hhn  j  fotMaro^  the  firft  of 
the-Moderhs^  thac  tia$  writ  of  ic^  ^aeta^  a  Fsif^ 
£ige  of  jkijiotiej^to  ftew  tihat  be  was'iiot  igno^^ 
laoc^  of  ir«  I  tnttft  confefsj  thatJenath  of  Tiliut 
ha^  eoncributed  to  the  per^sftms  onthiiKiioii^ 
ledge^  and  ichatEvperieaee  has  added  ie^e»at 
thieg^  what  Ari/htU  wrote;  Boc  vrhat  De^ilf 
ofThoaght,  vrhat  Vaftne&dfSou^w^  thetw 
'  leauit^^fortheeftd>UfiiiisgthePHhcip)e^a^^ 
d^poftt^thitfgsintc^charOtder^  Sivwlik:h  he^ 
has raoged^bem  j  bit  the  findingoot  bf  Me- 
chanical Detm)iifl^atkm  the  E<|uifibriotss  lifo^ 
tioif  in  the  Flight  of  Blrdsy  in^  the  SwittiiifiA| 
of  Fllh^  and  in  the  ieveral  Paces  <^  Aniii^als/ 
whidif  caan  neither  be>direA  nor  ftraight;^  witlr- 
outajuft  GottaterooifeofaU  thePaM  of  tAi^ 
Body  ^  He  has  remc'd  to  the  Rutesiof  Mecha-' 
fiifm>  of  which  he  was  the  firft  that  wtocei  ati^ 
that'  long  before  Arcbimidis^  rnoH^  admimb^ 
thirigs  in  the  Motion  of  Natural  Bodies^  in  the^ 
e^ual  Weights  of  Li^uors^  and  Uke«>if6  iir 
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fhings  artificial,'  as  iii  the  QWdafice  br'ShipVi 
and  of  ajl  other  great  Machines.  ^  He  firff ' aff*. 
fcpver'di  jby  thefe  Mechanical  £xpcrimeAiti,that 
the  Motion  of  eVeryAnirhal. is  a  Mfxturi'of 
Agitation  aii'd  Repofe/  TtebeecHng  each  othrfl 
in  thdfef  Parts  where  the  Mottbn  is  midCj which 
Were  impoflSble  without  thts^  Alternation.  I 
{f^Gtid  never  cdme  to  an  fead,  wereltogivi^ 
you  a  jfarticular  Aceountofthis  \yhol6  Syfferri 
of  Natural  iPhilbfbphy  ;  ]  let  .us  thereforeno^^ 
cbncludej  that  we  may  examine  thd'  -Mefa^by* 
jSty&j 'of  thefe  two  Philofophers.'  '     "''■'■  '' 


:     of  the  Meia^hyficks  of>  Plaitoi     - 

IVT^t^^hft*^*"^  PAtft^-h^d  learn'd  Met^i 
X^.  pttyficksr  from  Fhi^-^a^eiitef;  VarmHidei^  hi* 
Scholar/ yet  he  hadfo  lofty  aii^  elevaued  k 
Soul,  and  fo  ftroAg  afh  littilinfatiofl  to  theStii-. 
dyof  fapernatural  Things,  that  all  his  otheif 
Philofophy  feemi  to  indltec  towards  Mecaphy* 
flcfc^.  ^  For  where  he-  nwie^  iii  his  Diajogaes, 
any  OcmfidtfratloM,  ei«hef  Mdral,  Natural,  ot 
Politick,  'tis  as  they  rcfate  to  what  he  fays  con* 
cerning  the  Knowledge  of  Intel  leAu'al  TJhingift 
The  pHncipal  Ob|e<%  of  Metaphy ficks  u  a  Be> 
ing  in  genera^l,  and  the*  Pfoperties  of  ^ihat  ^e- 
Ing.  Let  us  now  ftfe  what  were  Pi^ifo'sThoughi^ 
tiponthis  Su)>|e<£):.  He  acknowledges,  inhisi 
Varmmidtsy  an  Eternal  Being,  wWch  pevcT  Was 
befi;otterii  and  he  finds  in  th^t  Befns;  a  Good^ 
nefe,  which  he  calls  the  Q^d  by  it  fe^ft\\t^^  ^ 
firft  tfn<l«rftanding,  and  tte'  ftrft  Life.    Pf£»v>^9Sr. 
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dkidtftiQgttUkes  in  PUi0,  cfaefe  chcee  Pxincipltt 
m  three  differax  Bdfigs ;  and  Thtkm  diftm* 
guiihes  them  noc  at  all^  Docaffufcs  us  that  they 
are  the  iame :  Tis  this  that  gave  Occafion  ft> 
feme  of  the  PrimiciTe  Chiiftians^  that  were 
Fdlowecs  of  Plato,  to  believe  tha(  dm  Philo- 
fopher  had  fomeKnowledge,  tho  aot  clear  and 
.  per&Ay  of  the  inei^le  My  fiery  of  the  evw 
Sacred  Trinity.  But  this  DiftiniSion  is  purely 
Natural^  and  bears  no  Proportion  with  that 
great  Myftery,  by  Reaibn  of  the  Inequality 
and  Dependence  FLao  puts  between  thole  three 
Principles. 

He  gives  two  Properties  to  thisBeipg^  which 
he  believes  are  cffential  to  it^  viz^  Power  and 
AAivity,  and  adds  to  them  Unity  and  Infini- 
ty. And  in  the  Dialogue  of  the  S^pphift^  he 
reckons  up  five  Attributes  belonging  to  this 
Beings  Enence^  Motion^  Reft^  Identity  and 
Diverfity^  which  make  up  the  Univerfal  Di* 
ftin<%k>p  of  all  Beit^.  On  tfa^  cbi«9  P^- 
ciples  he  eftabUflies  three  forts  of  <Sods^  the 
firft  purely  lQtelligiUe»»tbe  fecond  IntelleiSu* 
al  and  Intelligible^  and  i^e  third  pprely  Intel- 
le^ual.  It  wou'd  require  a  larger  Trea^  to 
examine  into  fo  profound  a  Spegulation. 

He  eftabliflies  in  his  Tenth  Ifiook  of  Laws 
(WO  forts  of  IntelUgencesy  the  9n«  Q0943  9^d 
the  other  Evil ;  and  <mQ  mig^  imagine^  by 
the  Qppofition  be  places  between  tbefe  two 
Spirirsi,  and  the  manner  of  pla<^ilg  it^  that  he 
had  iome  impc^fe&  Knowledge  of  th^  firft 
War  of  ^e  Angek  And  we  may  find  in  ie- 
ma-al  Places  of  hi(  tHalogilpi  f«ch  MarJcs  an4 
Charader$  of  oto  Mtyfierles^  diat  w^e  may  fee 
(hat  it  was  not  whtout  Ic^  Foundation  that 
the  firft  Fathisrs  of  ^e  Church  Miev'd^  that 
this  Pbilofophcr  had  been  aoquiumed  wjth  the 
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600b  ofMofes ;  and  that  (a  particular  an  Afe« 
count  of  the  things  of  imother  Life^  which  he 
gives  us  in  his  (sorguti^  in  his  Trotagnras^  and  iii 
his  Pobtkks,  made  one  of  the  Commeustatocs      .,  ,^, 
of  Akimit  fay^  that  Arificiik  mUft  yield  to  F/ji^p  CitMnt: 
in  Meuphyficfa;  ^n  Alciii; 

>-  •■.••• 

t  li  ■  '  ■'■■■■'        ■     ' 

y        -        ^ 

CHAP.    VIIL 

The  Uetdphyfii;!^  (/Arilfodc. 

TO  fay  tiie  Truth,  Jnfiah  is  more  plaiij 
-atid  natural  in  this{>art  of  Philofophyi 
with  which  be  alwa^  mixcss  his j^hy ficte :  Good 
Senfe  and  Reaibn  are  his  Pxind^  Qudiss,  and 
'^is  ieldomhe  nuies  hiinfelf  aljov^  the  loiow^r 
ledge  of  Thin^  Natural.  He  liever .  would 
ttigdgt  in  things  he  coidd  not  demoi^fifiate^ 
iiilndt  made  tim  fo  cautious  and  drcum(p^4^  J^  <'^'^« 
9S Cardinal  BiJJarion  obfenres  of  him,,  whep  he  f^^^?*^ 
rpeaks  of  things  fupematural.  Theiwbre  hav;-  ^nJ^^' 
ing  firft  confuted  the  Opimohs  of  the  ^^cient  cdittibJ 
I^hilolbphers  about  the  PrindpleSj^  he  examines 
V^iether there  be  one  ;  he  proves thereis,  be*? 
tanfe  the  Ghiin  of  Ciufes  and  Efefts,  t^  bein^ 
impoffiblethat  it  ihou'd  be  extended  ok  inh^ 
pftkum^  muft  be  bounded  by  a  firft  Mover. 
This  Principle  being  ^eftabiiih  d,  he  Aews  that 
^here  is  a  Science,  which  confidiers  a  .Bein^ 
Airely  in  Quality  of  a  Being  ';  and  i^hen  ^ro-i 
ceeds  to  esf amine  the  Natdre,  Properties^  and[ 
pppolkions,  andtthis  is  the  Scienci^  of  ^hc^ 
MetaphyficKs.  ,He  difcovers  th^^ee  Attributes 
^bfoluteiy  infeparable  from  a  Bein^,  Unity ' 
Groodnois,  and  Truth,  which  agree  euendally 
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with  all  Beings;.    He  difiingoiflies  aBdngich* 

'to  Ad  and  Power^.into  finite  and  infintce,  ne-^ 

.ceflary  and  condngeoi: ;.  and  from  thefe  Di- 

rftindionarniakes  difibient  Orders  of  fpecifical 

'    '    ^   and.pardcular  Naciircs^  having  frift  given  us 

•      '       fome  certain  Idea's  of  aniverfal  NaUite. « .  Ihis 

is  what  he  explains  in  his  firft  Six  Books  ;  he 

beginn  in  t>hc  Seventh  te^atfe  himfelf  aO'  the 

Knowledge  of  a  Firft  Beings  he  proves  that  it 

muft  be  a  Su^ftaoce  ;  ^hd  haviAg  given  an  EC- 

fenciai  Definition  of  Subftance,  he  explains  its 

Properties,    G^^^fc  Specie53   an^,^  Difference* 

In  the  Eighth  ahdNi^th  Book  he^treats  of  Sub- 

ftances,  lenfible  and  material  ^  in  the  Tenth, 

of  Unity ;  atid  fin^  ift^  Eleventh,  Ise  .iBo@s  that 

IJfnveriaUil^Qpesafe  the  firft  Obje&.ofSci« 

encey  :  Having'  diitingmfli'd  the^^fferent  At- 

rributerof Sdiffanc^;  in:cheT«^etAhifae  fpeaks 

of  tfae.Eicft  Cadfe,  .orrrEirft  Movei,<^nd  con- 

dudes  his  Meta^yfuiks  with  the  Unity  of  tbe 

Firft  Movery  and  with  that  of.Gbd^i  In  the^ 

Eighth  Chapter  of  this  laft  Soetk^ .  be  treats  o£ 

the  Diviniaes  of  his>Religion'  as  itittoduc'd  ,by. 

.  .  Fables  I  bdt  difcouifes  ^or  :them  rfothewhai:  ch-k 

. ;  faieely,.  as!  mot  imaginj'ng  the  People  capable 

cxf-  iiactr  My  ftcripisfi  Truths.    In  -  the.twb  laft 

Books,:-v«hich  I  hardly ;  believe  ztt:':tMfi9flds^ 

bccaufe  of  the  Urangc.RcpecitiQn&JIihere  .ia.:a 

Difcburfe  of  Immaterial  isjaiuneSyi>fJ<f<4Rfii;i©f 

Numbersj  of  Mathematical  Entiti&^rand^ftbfc 

Genecation  of  Numbers  againft  th^.J^Jfbi^d- 

ream.    But  thefe..Numbers,  cannot  be  aaoouni- 

ted  for  by  Natural  G^ufes,  as  Ppiuigit^  has 

long  fince  taught.     ... 

.In  fine,  Ariftotle  feems  to  be  mucli'moro 
real  and  fix'd  in  hisRefolutions  and  D.etermi^ 
nations  than  Flatoi  He  builds  tilings  upon 
eftabliHi'd  Principles,  which .  Tlato  does  not  j 
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t)lit  gives  lunifelf  up^tqp  much. i>o;Ws  own 
Thoughts,,  a  Faolc  that  ^proceeded  horn  thfi 
Tinfture  he  drew  from  the  vicious  ^nd  corrupt 
Inftruciiions  •  of  the-  ^gjftians.     For  as  they 
were  a  fuperftitious  People^*  that  werp  pleas4 
with  the  Notions  and  Fancies  of  th^'r  Prieftsj^* 
who  were  their  Teachers ;  fo  this  PHilpfophei; 
found  their  Minds  full  of,  Ueips,  :v/hich  thcjr 
bad  taken  froni  the  Jews\2iftcr  their  Deliye-» 
ranee  out  oi  Babylon.    Jn  that  Conjundioa 
there'  arofe  a  contu^d  Medly  of  Opanipns  a-»  , 
boat  Religion  compounded' of  whaf  the  J^v^t 
believ'dupon  the  Ma3cims  of  their  Law,  .an<J 
of  what  was  added  to.fuch  Perfuadoris.  by  the 
^/£gjftian  Vvit^s^  Men  naturally  Fanciful  an(J 
Vifionary.    Wi^h  thefe  P//ir(> ,,CQming  into  «>£- 
gyft  fometin^e  after,  amply  furnifli'd  bimlelf |     , 
from  which  vaft  Treafi^ry  he  has  produc'd  fp 
many  thjogs,  ijs  cannot  upon  any  Account  b^ 
e3icus*d,  but  by  the  Help  of  real  or  pretended  -    -  ,  . 
Allegories.    'Tis  true,  the  piderin  which  we     y    ';i 
Jiaye  the  Books  of  Ari(iotU\  Metapiiyficks,  i^ 
not  Natural  j  and  'tis  the  Opinion  or  Pfef^rc;&, 
in  the  Life  oi  Alexander,  that  this  PhiJpfbpber 
has  not  taken  the  fame  Care  in  the  AVranger 
mentpf  thefe,  as  of  his  other  Works  j  andth4t 
he  deiign'd  his  Metaphyficks  only  as  a  gpnera!  ^yriJkty- 
Scheme  or  Model  pf  that^ciehce^  to.  bepro*'  a^  7ri< 
jpos'd  to  the  Judgment  qf  the. Learned,'  and  for  '^;^^^4i' 
the  Improvement  of  Pofteriiy,      Theopl^raflH^  "^^^^^^ 
has  endeavour'd  to  fettle. the.  Order  ,'oih  tjiefe 
Books  in  that  fmall  Fragment  of  Mstap^yfiq};$ 
he  has  left  us,     P^Jtcratcs,  ji  SchoUr  oh  v^iJ/(^ 
Wsj  is  of  Opinion  tha>  t^e  firft  part  of  the(jp 
Metaphyficks  is  not  in  it?  proper  place^  "j^icoi^v 
pfpamafcuf  Is  the  qnly  MiK  tbat  b^elja^'^  ^^ 
prder  (^f  them  to.be  Kfai;ur^l.f  ^ifcxan^e;:^  !^^ 
$br<^dire«f^  znd  /iwm^j  difiVnt  fromVhiii,  .,  " 
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fhefe  two  t^hilofophers,  in  relation  to  whac 
khey  have  writ  upon  other  Arts  and  $ciences^ 
ks  Toetrf,  Rbtfarick,  Law^^  Toliticks,    and  Gratn^ 
man.  For  thefe  two  Great  Men  Hav^  fpofcen  of 
kll  things,  and  have  given  Precepts  to  allCoh- 
!  ditions  ot  Men ;  even  the  mod  Mean  and  Sor- 
did and  rhoft  Mechanical  Arts^  have  not  efcap'd 
their  Penetration  j  but  of  thefe  too  have  Tlato 
kid  ArifiotU  both  treated^^,  as  well  as  of  Philo- 
fophy.    fUto  fiiews  a  great  Genius  and  a  no- 
|>le  S^mtin  all  he  fays,  but  has  eftablifK'd  no 
Principles,  and  obferv  d  no  Method^  in  which 
l/irifiotU  is  fo  cxad.    Never  did  any  Author 
Write  upon  fo  many  Subje<Ss,  and  learch  fo. 
well  to  the  Depth  of  them  j  for  there  arfe  above 
ieven  Hundred  and  Forty  feven  Volumes  olF 
his  Works,  if  we  may  believe  Franclfcus  ?atrici$ts 
the  Venetian  Philofopher  ^  but  for  my  part,  I 
rcuff  am  content  to  rely  on  the  Judgment  of  Diogi^ 
t    nes  taertius,  who  reckons  up  near  four  Hun- 
dred:   This  oneCriticifm  about  the  Number 
of  Arifotles  Works  will  admit  of  infinite  Dit 
pute,  'tis  enough  therefore  that  we  may  from 
hence  difcover,  that  more  than  fifty  Authqr$ 
Wou'd  have  merited  Immortal  Glory  by  the 
IW^ritings  of  Arlfiotk  alone,  fo  great  is  their 
Number,  and  their  value  fo  Extraordinary: 
ilind  it  feems  reafonable  to  aifert^  that  nothing 
can  be  added,  in  the.  Sciences,  nothing  writ 
With  any  Solidity  or  Exa<^nefs.  or  according 
to  the  Rules  of  Art^  iiolefs  it  be  conformable 
to  tho^e  Precepts  he  has  laid  dQwn  in  his 
Bopks.    After  all  this,  to  prefer  to  this  Great 
t/lmy  the'  Modern  JPhilofophers,   who  have 
gain'd  what  Reputation  they  have  in  the  Worl^ 
Only  by  their  Phyficks,  in  which  Syftem  there 
IS  to  bQ  found  nothing  new,  but  that  Order 

^       which 
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which  isobfetr'd  in  fctting  down  the  Opinions 
of  Democriim,  Eftcurm^  and  the  like  ;  to  prefer^ 
I  lay,  thcfe  Men  to  JriJfotU,  is  an  unpardona- 
ble piece  of  Impudence.  But  we  need  not  be 
furpriz*d  at  (bme  Peoples  making  fo  wrong  a 
Judgment,  for  the  Soul  of  Man  is  of  fuch  a 
Complexion,  that  it  is  lefs  affeded  with  the 
Greatnefi  of  Things  than  with  their  Novelty. 
Jtt  which  we  appear  like  Children,  whom 
greit  things  do  not  move,  becaufe  they  cannot 
comprehend  them,  but  who  are  delighted  and 
entertained  with  little  things, with  meer  Trifles, 
becaufe  they  fcem  new  to  thent. 

I  wiH  conclude  this  third  Part  with  a  Re- 
flexion or  two,  upon  the  Excellency  and  Ad- 
vantages of  the  Dodrine  of  thefe  two  great 
Perfons.    As  for  the  Excellency,  it  is  obierra* 
ble,  that  not  only  the  Logick  and  the  Moralt* 
ty  of  Flato  is  leis  Solid  than  thofe  of  Arijlotle^ 
as  I  have  already  declared,  but  that  AtiftotU  has 
advanc'd  both  to  fuch  a  degree  of  PerfeAion, 
that  nothing  can  be  added  to  either  of  themw 
For  in  his  Logick,  he  has  taught  iis  the  Art  ^  . .. 
how  to  correa  all  the  Errors  of  Thought,  ;^/Jf^^' 
how  to  diffipate  all  the  falfe  Lights  of  the  Mina  fbyfUis 
and  Underftanding,  and  how  to  prevent  the  ^  EtbMs 
Natural  Precipitation  of  the  Judgment,  in  or- J*^i?^^^ 
der  to  diftinguilh  right  between  true  and  falfe :  pi//X»«r 
And  thus  his  Logick  is  perfed,  ^  which  he  vfsispemuim 
fenfible  of  himfelf,  it  being  the  only  Work  hei«»ffif- 
valued  himfelf  upon.    In  his  Syftem  of  Mora-  J'V'* 
lity  and  Phjrficks,   he  mentions  the  Philofo-J^^iJ}, 
phers  that  amfied  him  ,*  but  in  his  Logick,  he  a 


quotes  none.  He  has  likewife  fo  diftindly  ex- 
plaih'd  all  the  Motions  of  the  Heart  of  Man,,'T?"  ^^^^  ^ 
and  the  End  and  Mbtives  of  all  his  Aftions,^';.*^^ 
that  his  Motals  as  well  as  his  Logick,  feem  to  schoL  dC 
reach  the  height  of  Perfe^ion  ;  nmhihg  can  ale£t 

E  c  4  be 
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be  farther  added  eUhcr  to  the  one  or  other,  unr 
fefs  there  be  fome  Order'  wanting  to  fet  forth 
their  Beauty. by  a  more  natural  Diftribution  of 
the  Parts.     As  for  his  Phy ficks, .  1  believe,  thpy 
are  only  imperfed:  wheic  the   M^f^^  is  \t% 
fault,  wnich  migjilt  be  better  knoyiUyznA  bet- 
ter fearch'd  into,  where  it  lefsuncertain.    For 
we   tnay  pretend   what  we  wJU,  we  cannot 
^ive  into  the  My ^eries  of  Napuce,  they  are  fo 
intricate  ;.  we  are  ftiU  ignorapt  of  them,  not- 
^ithftaiiding  all  bur  boafting  of  having  difco^ 
ver'd  her  fepret.$priQgs»     Bqt  of  all  Syftems  of 
Natural  Philofophy,  thi&.pf  ^rifiotles   is  built 
upon  phe  mpft:  Reafon,  and  cftablifh'd  upon 
th9  heft  Foundation.    All  the  World  perhaps, 
jiiay  Qptie  of  ,this  Opinion. ,•  but  't}s  particu- 
larly of  this  part  of  Philofophy  thft  the  Wife 
jV4i/J/>     Man  fpeaks,  jwhen  he  iay$,  Thaf  God  has  given 
mtndum      uf  the  Knowledge  ^  tJ)f  World  to  the  difputes  ff  Men, 
'^ilpiiutio'  J  muft  xonfefs,   that  Natural  Philofophy  is 

fecdT;.  ^^^  ^"^^'^  ^^  ^?s  ^^"  Petfeaipn,   it'  may*  ftili 

*.   *   '  ^' aflmit   of  greater  Degrees.     The  Metaphjfich 

^rc  a  Cf  olle(3ion  of  Principles  rather  than  I^rp- 

c!eprs,   upon  th?  Knowledge  of  Things  Natural 

abftra(5led  from  Matter;  they  cannot  pofCbly 

,    lie.ipade'more  Compleat,  but  by  being  reduc'd 

i'ptq  i  i^ore  diftinft  Order  ^  things  being  dif- 

^  pos^q  in  the  molt  perfed  Manner  iniaginable, 

^ifp/takeiwaY  that  Confixfion-  natural  to  Idea's, 

:  by  the  iiDiftincaion  of  Terms  and  their  Attri- 

^.     V  bates,   ^t.  77^(??»^  makes  great  Encomiums  up<- 

^eWu;^  ^  9P^J?^?  Science.  .  ArifiotU  calls  it  liis  firft  Philq*. 

\iKfi>r$^'m  tophy^  becaufe  it  is  as  i?  were  a  •Preparative  tp 

^''-  •       ^  LofXcik/. vvhich  is  the  Foundation  of  alLScierjl 

/    .    ...  ces^'  .Without  Logick  we  cannot  t^ink  aright, 

\.  Vnd'the  nion:  fifferiti^l  Eault  of  ihpfe^that  iva- 

.•  -  ,"       derUk^  to  fpeak  or  write!^  Is  xhp.  w^ot.a£'  tji^ 

'    '  *     i.  '^  ,^  *     *      "   *      unputes 
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imputes  all  the  Errors  of  the  Ancient  Philofo* 
gherSj^  to  their  Ignorance  in  Logick,^ 

The  Advantages  to  be  reap'd  from' the  Dof 
cJirine   of  Plau  and  AriJtotU,    are  Great  :  By 
reading  Tlata^  we  acquire  that  Fertili^y^of  Iipar 
gihation/  and  that  Beauty  of  Cdnbeiifian  whidh 
13.  ,tl]«JS4[0ther  t)f  Eloqi^ence^iandof  all  that 
isgricefiil  in  Learning  :  And  the  -Readihg  of 
^ri/?pr/c/ begets  iii  us  Judgment  by  the^^hefs 
it  imprints  on  opr  Thoughts,  all  V/ljiofe  Errors 
it  tiOtrrei[95.    Vim  m^kcs  Orators  and  poets,  ofPUtolAit 
thofe  that  Converfe  with  him,    iThat  Method  oratmbui 
he  obferves  in  ekplaJAirig  things  l^  their  Idea's,  ;^'''^ab 
and  fpeaking  of  them  not  as  they  are,  but  as  in  Dialog! 
they  ought  to  be,  and  which  heborrow'd  from 
Horner^  is  what  has  alon^  madi  all  the  great 
Men  of  his  timp,    and  thofe  of  fuccepdiqg 
Ages.     'Tis  after  this  Model,    that  Euripides, 
Sophocles^    De?nofiheneSj   fijperiJes,  Efchinesy  De-^ 
madesy    Ljfiasy     Pindar^    Carneades,    Cicero  and 
f^rgi^  were  Form'd  3  'for  t^ey,  wqre  aH  PJof^ 
mfis :  As  it  was  the  Method  o£Arifiotle,  that 
made  Tbeophrafius^  Philoxenes^  Demetrius  Pialere^ 
usy  Gakfty    BoetiuSy  Avicenna^  Av^rroes^  Alexan^ 
der  d'Ales^  St.  Tbomasy  and  all  thofe  that  have 
writ,  with  any  Solidity  upon  the  Grand  Scien- 
pes.     They  therefore  who  feek  after  other 
Models/than  what  are  drawn  by  thefe  two  Au-  - 
thors,  are  much  miftaken  if  they  exped  to 
fUqceed  in  their  Study^  or  make  any  reafonabl? 
Progrefs    in  Learning,    when  they   take  fp 
wrong  a  Courfe.    Jt  ipay  .poffibly  be  a  thing 
that  wijl  ajimit  pf.  difficulty .  to  undeceive  th^ 
-vitiated  PaUts  of  feme  Men^  and  elpecially  of 
pyr  Modern  Philpfopher s,  who  are  of  Opinion^ 
tbaf  A^Hotk  is  too  much  out;  of  Date  for  th^ 
xcftad  Genius  of^iche  Age,  and  who  imaging 
that  they  may  grow  ;Wifejand  Lea^ped  withoift 
.«^P#f«  W  an  Arifiotle. '       /    FINI S/       "; 
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Vhe  Ofmons  of  the  IVile  Men 
of  alt  Ages  upm  tht  l)(Brm 
of  TftATO  and Akisto- 
T  L  B  9  and  the  d^erem  jU- 
ventures  of  their  SSs. 


fP  A%T   IV. 


"i^rTT.p 


C  H  A  P.    1. 

The  Aipentures  of  the  $e£l  and  DoBrine  of 
Plato  J  tiU  the  coming  of  our  SaVwur. 

AFTER  the  Death  t£  Tkto  ^  Sfencif^ 
fm  fuccceded  him  in  his  SchooL  he 
embraced  his  Opinions^  but  obferv'd 
tiok  his  Condudy  his  way  of  Life;  being 
fidt  in  the  leaft  conformable  to  his  Do6bnne^ 
for  he  let  loofe  the  Reins  to  Pleafure.  So  that 
cheSeft  of  Tlato  mz6^  little  Progrefs  dudng 
thofe  dght  Yeats  Sfemeifpm  taaght  in  the  Aca«- 
Attnj,  by  reafon  ot*  his  unbounded  Avarice « 
for  he  loft  feyeral  Scholars  upon  the  Accounl 
ef  thofe  large  Demands  he  made^  atid  io  ma* 
fiy  the  more  fell  off  from  him^becaufe  hu  Pre- 
dteelTor  Tlnto  had  treated  them  after  a  more 
honeit  and  diiinterofted  Manner,  j 
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0  in  cKe  PIsee  $  ^utrt  was  not  tfie  l«fift  ign^d- 
mfcrit  t*  their  Method  of  T^achrffg,  f6t  fte 
^deatotird  to  mcrf t  the  5(!eerfi  of  the  Pcdj)ie 
by  hii  H^neSji  and  iMegrity.    Jkiaidei^  f£A( 
h^n  fevcral  Prtfents,  Which  he  gcnfefrbiiflyjfd- 
fw'd,  thereby  dcShg  mdre  Hbnoiif  to  the  t)th 
marine  of  FldtQ  than  ever  his  Predeceltor  had 
^dne.    Being  much  ;idd}<^ef]  to  deciding  Coif* 
tr6vetfies,he  coo'd  hoi  iccotntnodatc  fcfmfelf  to 
Soerdtes  nt$  Wzy,  who  too  muth  diftrufted  his 
0wh  Reirdh,  and  feeriiM  to  doubt  of  feyery 
thing  I  but  fi^'d  up6h  ^ri/foi^s  of  eftablifhing 
ppoh  Principle  i^^ha^ever  he  i^dvand'd.    ?tffe- 
pton  tooH  the  §cho6i  lifter  hiiti.    His  wiy  of 
Life  Was  very  irregular,  himfelfa  great  De- 
bauchee }  biit  he  afterwards  refortn*d,  upon 
reading  a  Diicourfe  of  XinocraUs  upon  Tern- 
tlerahce.      Valmus  Maxii^us    tells  the  Story,  vaL  Mti. 
St.  ^tf^in  mentions  this  Adventure,  and  Lucunt  }-^*  Hift, 
drolk  upon  it  after  his  ufual  way.    Cratei  and  ^"%    . 
0ri«f^r,  who  fucceeded  him  ih  Flato'i  School,  ^W 
chang'd  nothing  of  his  Dodrine.      Ara/tlds,  ^iikensi 
who  fiicceeded  them,  reform'd  fomething,  bV  mSotrJ^ 
ffc-cftablifiiing  the  Method  of  Socrates,  which  'Ji  ^-  * 
had  been  in  a  manner  laid  afide  ;  and  by  this  yJwn'ef- 
Reformation  he  founded  ttie  Second  Academy,  /it  men- 
itlenoy  who  was  afterwards  the  Chief  of  the  ^««i  Ane^ 
Stoich,  had  ftudicd  under  Po/e;;^i>»  with  yirre/- f  ^^ !« 
/if/.    Zeho  was  a  Man  of  great  Subtlety,  and  ci'c.T'de 
profefi'd  himfelf  an  Enemy  to  the  Opinions  of  fin.' 
Tiato,  which  fix'd  Arcefilas  the  more  firmly  up-  Arctfdds 
on  the  Docarine  of  Socraus,  and  obliged  hini  ^"^rj""'^ 
to  Veil  over  the  true  Opinions  of  Vkto  with  "l^^'^iln.. 
hew  Myfteries  to  inake  them  thembre  yi- nhhraSA^ 

luable.  retyAUXho- 

K  re  Sccrofe 

lufcetit  bdw   fentmlmi  ut  fiihit  fcir)  fcgi  fiati^et.  la&an.  lib.  5. 
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'  Plutofophy  was  now  ftudied  at  Athens  "with 
great  Application  i*aM  from  henqe  arpfe  thp 
leveral  5eds ,  of  Philofophers  ,  of  which  the 
Stoicks  axid  the  Efkareans  were  the  chiefl  And 
as  there  are  foine  Geniuses  naturally  Free ,  and 
others  naturally  Slavifhj  every  onp  chofe  his 
Side  according  to  his  Inclinatiqns ,  and  placed 
^imfelf  at  the  Head ,  or  in  the  Train  of  one 
of  thefe  Seds^  which  divided  the  Men  of  the 
Igreateft  Learning  and  Parts  throughout  Greece^ 
and  afterwards  throughout  the  whole WorId.Bac 
|the  Opinions  of  Ztno  and  Epicure  were  mp& 
in  Vogue  ^  by  realbn  of  their  Novelty.  And 
upon  this  Accbunt ,  the  ^rogreJS  of  Plaio*&  Sed 
was  for  fome  time  interrupted, 
Zeno.  Zeno.  was  of  Cyprus ^  he  dre\f  ^ftpf  ttnj  many 

Senferunt    Followers,  by  admitting  all  $orts  or  JPerfons 
hoc  stoiciy  into  his  Schpol,  and  publickly  declaring »  that 
yui  fervk   ^\\  the\World  was  capable  of  learning  his  Pii- 
%mni  ^^filih''    Hetaugfct  in  the  P^r/w  of  Athens,  a 
Jofifhsn-'  'Plac9  celebrated  .for  the  Pifliures  of  Vvljptotes ; 
dmnejfe     from  whence  his  Scholars  were  caU'd  Stoick^. 
^^^ .   Tho*  he  declard  himfelf  a  violent  Eriemy  tp 
i^^M    ^^^  Academy  .  yet  he  pmbrap  d  many  of  thejr 
f,i^,    '.  Opinions.    He  taught  i  fort  Aietempfjcbofis  of 
•   the  S.oiil,  apd  a  Recollodion  of  things  paft,  by- . 
*       the  Mind  ^   like  that  oF  Tlatos.    He  never 
thought  it  fafe  to  take  up  with  Opinions  ,   bip 
always  difapprov'd  of  it,    that   he  might  not 
leave  his  Wife  Man  in  an  Uncertainty.  Virtu^ 
ivas  the  Sovereign  Good,  in  his  Morality  j  h^ 
preferv'd  his  Reputation,   by  the  Purity  or  his 
Manners,  and  the  Frugality  of  his  Lite,    l^uf 
libthin^  more  recommended  his .  Pmlpfophy^, 
and  advanc'd  its  Progrefs,  than  chat  Conftancy 
.  and  Refolution  he  infpir'J  into'  his  Fbllqwcr^ 
in  the'EKtremity   of  Affairs/ which    appeaVd 
In  the  Adyencurcs  of  C^w.  Bmnf.^  Pie>«f,  ana 
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df  fcveral  others  that  were  Staicks.    Anitgenm^ 
who  fucceeded  AUxatAtir  rn'Mace/knUy  was  io 
tranfporced  with  Admiration  of  Zenos  Virtue, 
that  he  fentliifn  an  obliging  jLetter^  to  defire* 
him  that.  h&  might  be  admitted  into  -hi^Sed. 
Tfea-rf/Aewi^/ conferred  great  Honours /lipon 
him.    Pr/;/t?»ffy  King  of -Egy/wr  font  an  Atnbaffa- ^ 
dlor^  on  purpofe  to  affure  him  of  his  Royal 
Favour.    In  ihort,  this*  Philofopher  Was  in 
greath  Efteem ,  and  'muoh  Celebrated  at  his 
firft  Appearance^'  But :the* Virtue  which  JZe^e^ 
reebnimended , .  was  fo  falfe  in  itioft  of  ks 
Maxims/the  Pride  he  affbm'd^of  m^in^^Men*'*  Hocmibi 
cfQtral.CQrGod  9  appeard  To  vain^  $  and  the  Uea  PhH^itlM 
othis;WIfe.Man  was  fucha  meer  CAiw^^^  chat' J/ J'/J^' ^ 
atlaft  he.became-Ridlculous  j  ikn^^ Cicero  drolls^ ^^rrw^i^*- 
upon  rhiin  very  pleafantly,  in  feveral  •  parts  of  cm.  Sen:  ^' 
his  Works;  and  efpeciallyin  his  7i^L»';^«^-^/^- 4^^ 
fiiimsy  where  he  relates  the  pleafant  Account  J,^^^^^ 

Fomf^jf  ont  day  gave  him* y  of  the  Philofopher  Mutcn. 
Fcffidtmktr.:  Pc«j/»f/,  iai  he  pals'd  by  kbodes,  \ti^ 
his. Return  from  the  M/A«ii/i<:A  War,  lAade 
him  a  Vifit  in  his  School.  This  Philofopher  was  ^* 

thenwery  much  torifaented  withthti  Qout  j  but  ; 

t^^\  Noble  Opportunity  of  giving  a  Roman  and  ^       ,   \]] 
Cdnquerour,  an  Uia  of  the  Stoical  Virtue,  in**       ;      . 
l^iril  him  to  make  a.  Difcourfe  from  hisBed^ 
upon  the  Beauty  arid  Excellency  of  his  Moralsw* 
The  Pain  was  fo  grievous  to  him,while  he  wai    * 
endeavfiiurihg  to  Speak ,  that  he  could  not  fb^    .     . 
artfully  counterfeit  his  Mifery,  but  that  Fomfej 
perceived  it  j  and  the  Pride  of  this  Pbilofopberi^  ^n^f^- 
appear  d  totheGeneral  ftillthe  more  cohtempci-J^^/oy^  ^^ 
blc,  the  more  he  afFei£led  to  ad  the  Herocy  by  quam  te 
defying  his  Diftemiper,  in  thefe  Words  j  *  75k  tamlum 
m  furfoffi,  X)  Fain,  tbatym  tbm,  affliU  me,  -I  v^iJll^^^'  •  • 
never  covfef  you  to,  be  an^Etnl.     The  Opinions  pii^.  //^.  • 
ei  Egefigi  4gd  Tbiodorsts^  who  wereof  ttris-Sccar^c.  30^  *  ' 
-  .  *nd. 
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ixA  #ha<4Ugbt  ^  that  a  Wife  Man  was  niade 

fe^y  {pr  Jbw(ifelf  ^  aii4  dut  Jbe  iovif'd  no  ^nrice 

dcJiier  0  ^  Country  or'  iLelatiam  y  appeared 

fo  Exicravagaoc  ^  that  they^  bcottgjbt  the  Party 

ii)€p0v>chl>ifrc(>ut9;  ttio'  there  were  fev.erM 

Qreat  Pprfons  svho  fttU  ftucfc  to  it  ^  as  EUm^ 

tbesyffbryfinm^  P^ftitM,  Cai9,  Bmm,  Senua, 

Epi^^^  Arrian ,  aiict  many^otbers:  who  were 

a  Credjit  to  this  Dodiine  ^  and  did  it  Great 

Ho#iOAir.    But  Vkt^rcb  drew  Upon  faimfelf  the 

S^rn.and  Contemiit  of  ail  Honeft  Pepple^b^ 

Wcoflreimg  the  FaUUy  of  ^this  Morality^  in  kai 

DjfcQarfe  a^i^nft  the  ^^wl/; 

^M^        Sfkwftf  appttr'd  aboQt  ttie  iattie  time^  m^ 

rm         rf€;9iq4;iiemied  as  much  as  ZaU  .  iHc  LoVe  of 

N^  /(c-  Vji|S«$ ;  bw  only  for  the  Pleamoe  tiiit  refolttf 

€im^       from  it ;  and  in  that  Pieafure^  He  jdcluded  tteic 


i7fv4t.cic  99iTune  Mature  was  capable  <£  mt  he  dia 
^*  ^^  p^-  act  exprefi  his  Mind  openly  in  fdation  to  the 
Animi  vi-  PkafUreor<he  Senies,  for  fear  of  creating  an  lit 
kptates,  (^imonoihisDodtiioe:  AndbytbisMaifage^ 
trtUhrei  |q^^  ^  g^y^  p^^  (^  Several  Opinions^  that 
ViriJm'  wjerc  itfterwards  entertain  d^  concerning  hisf 
tvis  va»>  True  Conceptions,  wliich  fome  beHe?*d  to  be 
ptdtibgs(r  Innocent,  ^is  moft  certain ,  he  was  a  ?erV 
doMbui,  y^{(^  ^^^  priident  Debauchee.  He  never  ae- 
;i2f/«.  didcdhiiiiietfto  any  Pleasure  but  by  Art  and 
Met^d;  but  in  the  whole,  let  what  will  be 
faid  of  ihim  ,,  he  had  very  little  keli^on  id 
him*  One  Maxim  which.he  had^  was,  not  to 
Epkum  ^^^^^  ^^^  Peace  of  his  Mind  with  the  Fear  of 
jhMwh  ^^^  Gods.  He  did  not  indeed^as  to  all  outward 
Wmt,rjt  Api^arance^  deny  that  there  were  Gods ,  fo^' 
iu^Hlk.  iearof  oppofing  the  general  Opinion  of  the 
^*^'        JjtimiMs ,  jwho  wxre  great  Ziealots  in  their 
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there  w&v  znj^  He  bprrow*i  dip  Prin^pUs 
pf  his  Ntfural  I^Qfophy  horn  Pemm^m,  an4 « r«.f«v 
his  Mo^lfrpm ^^iffm.    So  th«  * i^icr^^r ^^TJ. 
(cems  to  be  in  the  wronig^  when  he  praifes  sUHaw» 
Jujk^in  for  liaTtjDg  rcmpv  d  the  Barriers  of  Na-  ^^»ik  imt- 
ture  i   which  was  done   long   before  hinj,  J^SL 
for^  execpt  the  pe<:Unation  of  Atoms  •  with  ji  ^^ 
Motion  of  their  Gravity  ^  tp  whi^h  he  added  Laact; 
the  Philp(bphy  of  Dmocrj^m,  he  hail  di(cover*4  '*^* 
nothing  new  in  Tfyfiih;  (ho*  he  Wfis  much 
^qcliQU  to  tlffim,  as  a  neceiliuy  Security  to  a 
Wife  M^  a^inft  Mioraoee;  for  IgncMraoce 
Is  ever  capable  of  raiung  Difturbanccs  'm  the 
Mind.    But  fae  d^fj^s'd  Ltp^k^  and  a)l  othe^r  DeEpkuF 
Sotenoes,  as  i^iele js^  in  rejati^pn  to  die  JDoi^rin^  r«,  jki  cm- 
to  the  5weeti»efs  of  l-ife>  tbo*altcr  after  ajl,  '?:^5"- 
his  r^kk  is  very  finft    The  Cprompn  People  J?^,(J' 
followed  the  Dodrine  of  the  Suicks^  who  rer  mcm.vA. 
(usd  none  of  what  Condition  foever :  and  the  'xi^.i^. 
Perfons  of  Quality  the  Dp^rine  of  Epiatrm, 
by  which  they  diftinguifh'd  themfel^s  froni 
thpfe  of  the  meaner  fort  j  fo  that  thofe  (hat 
exceeded  in  Number  were  for  Zcm^  aijid  thofe 
that  furpi^'d  in  Merit  for  Efieurm. 

The  Emulatioa  bred  between  thefe  Two  imn  Suf- 
SeAs,  was  great*    The  Stokis  ery'd  down  the  ^V  ^  <• 
I>o^ine  iAEficurmi  as  tooj^cQfiiial;  and  there  ^oml^ 
Was  nothing  ever  alter  injj^ripufly  fpoken  ^mpi^u 
diat  Sed ,  but*  the  Sf/ncks  a&ed  a  part  in  it;  t^^prnm 
and  in  return^  the  Epkm'eans  treated  the  S$mh  ^'  ^ 
with  abundance  of  Scorn  and  Contempt  j  and  ^  ^' ''  ^' 
look'd  ppon  them  as  the  yileft  Wretches  upon 
Bartb.     This  great  Animofity  between  them, 
open  d  again  ^  free  Paflage  for  the  Dodrlne 
of  Platfi;,  tho*  it  was  not  altogether  fo  Modiib 
as  cither  of  thofe  Two  ScAs» 
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Cibero,vfho  very  well  kdew  die  Succeffors  of 

Ttaia,  fays  nothing  of  that'  Biak^  whomj}iogcne^ 

'  wou d  h^ve  to  be  Ardefilas  his  Succefior, .and 

Ifoj*        who,  in  Horace  s  judgtntn^^  became  famous  for 

'!^l  ^*'thc  Sharpnefe  of  hisSatyrs.  . However  it  were; 

.  *"     Lacjder^  Ei^anJer  and  Hegefinus  fucCdeded  one 

V..;,..,  anotherat  the. time  that  the  Jfoicib  artd  £/««- 

-  .      ff^^/  were  both  in  greateft  Vbgue.  -^his/i^ 

*  *;•.  47^^/  was  chJfef  ci  the  !Nc^  Acadenty.  with 

Carneaies,  who  came  forae.time  after  Hitn,  and 
fembfafc*d  part  of  his  Opinions:  'Tis  true,' he 
temittfed  Ibnie  what  or  that  Rigouf^  to'  which 
4rcefilas  had  iadvanc'd  the  Do<arine  of  Tlatd  j 
^r  :4rfjf/&>  look'd  upon  nothing  certkin,^ 

•  /'  '    thin^  true,  tio  not  evea  in  If^lature  ir  felt 
;   ^  '[  C^mMiwtaiigHt  after W4rd$,  that  things  fenfS>le 

,/,  *  and  material;  were  as  It  were  the  Sbadon^s  of 
*  I'ruth ;  by  whidh  he  at  leaft'ackdowledg'd  chit 
;  tljere  wcre'fomethin^Unthetafdyesve^Jrp^o- 
'  '  'babte.'  •  '  '  "  ;  "''  •'  •;  \^" 
titoCenfo'  This  Philofophef .  bcifi'g  fent  with  Critolasif 
rius  Auiito^^^  j^iogenes  on  an  Embaflfy  to  Roi^e,'d^o\A 
i^mpi.  th«  Affair  tff,()r(^/)^j,  under  the  Cotifiilflripjof 
tttum  UgA'  P.  SclfU  and  MarceUusy  did  fa  much  InrprTzfe 
tosdimit.  the  Senate  with  the  force 'of  his  £loqiience(» 
^^fi^^^'  that  Cato  the  Ceftfor  advis'd  the  Houfe  to*  fend 
i\u^  him  away  immediately  ^  for  he  wou  d  fo  dazle 
menianti'  their  Underftandings 'With  the  luftre  of  his 
fttid  vert  Difcourfes,  that  they  wou'd  not  be  able  to  di- 
^^^'^^/ftinguifti  ^ight  from  wrong,,  truth  from. fal- 
€emtp4et.  ^ood  j  and  if  we  may  believe  t^liany  the  5e- 
Plin.  i.  7!  ftatoirs  chemfelves  cbmplain'd.  That  that  Phikfth 
c  30.  pher  came  to  do  them  Violeitce  even  in  the  Senate 
&\u  1.  3.  ti^f^p^  yy  the  force  of  his  ReafoHsi  Cicero  gives  a 
cTir,  Cic  ^^^^^  Charafter  of  this  Great  Man,  when  h6 
1.  I.  de  fays  of  him,  That  he  incltnd  bis  Auditors  to  v^hai^ 
Orat*  ever  fide  be  pleas  d.  We  may  fafely  affirm  thiaft 
thef  e  was  nev^t  any  Perfon  that  had  d  greatec 
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Talent  at  perfaading  than  Cameades ;  and  his 
profeifing  himfelf  at  Reme  a  Tiaionijf,  much  in^ 
creks'd  hh  Reputation.      CUtomacbus  y    Vbiloh 
and  AntiocbiiSy  who  were  Ciardt  Matters,  were 
CameaJes  his  Succeflfors.  and  gave  much  credit 
CO  tl;iis  DoArine,  and  advanc'd  its  Fame  by  the 
great  Ghara^ers  they  bore.    For  when  Sciph 
and  Lalius  had  begun  to  infpire  into  the  Ro^ 
mans  an  inclination  to  Learning,  and  a  defire 
of  growing  Wife,  all  the  People  of  Qudlity 
went  to  Atbens  to  Study  Philofophy  under  thofe 
great  Men  that  then  taught  there.    This  in« 
clin'd  Cicero  to  the  Dodrine  of  Plato,  which  he 
gives    fuch  high  Commendations  o^  in  his 
Works  i  and  though  he  did  not  profefe  himfelf 
of  any  SeA,  yet  he  agreed  to  that  incompre- 
henfibility,  which  Plato  and  his  Succfeffors  had  sihil  pet- 
eftablilh'd,  and  acknowledges  that  nothing  can  dpi  pt^t 
be  known  with  an  infallible  Certainty  j  and  ^Jf^^^^ 
yet  he  was perfuaded  that,  though  we  cinnot  jj^'pijf'*: 
be  affur'd  or  any  thing,  yet  we  ifhouM  not  fail  Qu«f,  *  ** 
of  admitting  a  Principle  of  Probability,  Which  Tufc/ 
is  the  chief  Foundation  of  all  thofe  Ddiberkti-  ^^smQii^ 
onsthat  are  made  in  tranfadihg  the  ordinary  0^^^^^ 
Affairs  of  Life^    But  ^6tbing  Woh  over  Cieero  QuiD.Fra.- 
more  to  the  DoAiine  6f  Plato,  than  the  Ad-  Pipo  mibi 
vantage  he  found  of  improving  his  Eloquence^  ^^^^JnRdr 
to  Which-  his  Paffions  ftrongly  inclined  bim;  d/ cTan 
And  it  cannot  be  deny'd  but  that  Cicero  deriv*<l  orat. 
all  his  Oratory  which  fo  advanced  his  Reputati-  PUmm 
on,  from  reading  of  Plato,  and  frorti  conver-  ^i^fbcrm 
fmg  with  thofe  of  that  Sci^,  who  were  his.  ^^/Jj;*^^^ 
Matters.  SaiJds  tells  us,  that  Harper atipn.  Who  ^uori\h.u 
was  of  Argos  and  a  great  Vldtonifi,  taught  Julius  Up.Fam; 
C^far  this  Philofophy  in  thofe  Conferen^s  he 
had  with  him,  and  by  thofe  Volumes  he  wrote 
concerning  the  Opinions  of  Plato :  Though  ftuu  in 
Plutarch  affures  us,  that  that  Prince  raised   to  €<ef4t^ 
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che  h^ht  of  Ambition  by  generfms  and  noble 

ThPUghcs^fbUow'd  more  the  Mpf^U  ofJE^^wivi; 

not  concerning  himfelf  Much  with  Heligion^ 

with  which  he  was  v^ry  Kttle  affeided*  Bnnns^ 

according  to  the  Opinion  of  the  fame  Vkfank^ 

had  ofice  profefs'd  hiniielf  a  Follower  of  ?Uto  $ 

hut  upon  the  Perfuafion  of  Antioeim,  Qeerps 

Mafter,  he  foirfoo)c  the  DoArines  of  the  Neur 

Academy  for  thofe  of  the  Old  :  And  'twas 

this  very  famePhilofopher  (hat^fometime  after^ 

made  Brutm  a  Stoicky  being  himfelf  f^  turn'd 

one^after  haying  been  an  Aeadrnkk^as  Chiroicbr^ 

ferves.    This  was  the  Eftate  and  Condition  of 

the  Se^  and  DoiSlfine  of  PLtg  tUt  the  lime  of 

the  Firfi  Emperours  of  R^f^  ;  (o  that  this  Do- 

(^rioe  has  extended  it  felf  thifougbout  all  Grace 

and  Uafy^not  only  by  the  Merit  of  its  Profeifors^ 

as  I  have  before  qbferv'd^^  but  UKewiie  by  thofo 

numerous  Copies  of  Piato\  Woiks^  which  mul- 

%lied  extreamly  during  dsis  Peitipd  of  time^ 

a,n4  were  got  into  the  Han&  of  ajmoft  all  the 

Men  of  (.earning.    I  have  &id  nothing  h^re 

of  the  Tyrrhonians  or  Sctmcks^-    though  they 

were  a  Sed  form'd  entirely  from,  the  Dodrine 

of  Vlato  y    in  the  Time  of  thq   Refc^mation 

made  by  Arcefita/  and  Qarmadesy  becauie  JP/or. 

t0rcb  has  writ  a  large  Treatise'  to  ftow  thd 

Difference  between  then*  aod  the  Fhmifii. 
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CHAR     IL 

The  Aiv€ntum  of  the  SeH  and  i)oSimi 
of  Af  iftotk,  t\U  the  coming  of  our 
Saviour. 

THE  Doa^ineofAriJfotierAtniin'd  in  aU 
moft  utWr  Obfcurity,  daring  the  timd 
that  Tlata  became  fo  flcmriflbing  in  Greece  and 
ttafy^  which  were  then  the  only  Countries, 
Where  L^^rniiig  was  in  any  mainner  of  repute. 
Tbeophraftief  that  faithful  Scholar  oi Arifioikixxc^ 
ceeoed  him  in  the  LycautH  j  a  Scholar  moft 
Worthy  of  the  Friendfliip  of  fuch  a  Mafter^ 
Wliofe.  Spirit  he  fully  poffefs'd.  'Tii^  faid  that 
Arijfijfie  cou  d  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  publifh 
his'  Writings  out  of  that  Rcfpea  he  had  for 
Flaio,  beCaufe  he  oppos'd  his  Opinions  in  many 
things?  But  there  was  more  Policy  than  Vir- 
tuein  this  Refdutioii,  for  |ie  well  knew  thair 
the  Minds  of  Men  were  then  too  much  pre-  . 
poffcfs'd  in  favour  of  Plam  iSodrine.  There- 
fore to  conceal  his  Writings  he  intrufted  theirt 
in  theofhrafiiis  his  Rands^  exprefly  forbidding 
him  to  make  them  Publick^  which  was  pundtu- 
^llyoWerr'd.  SothatTAe^pAr^j?«r,  whowas  his 
Truftee,  Strattmj  Lycm^  Demetrius  the  Tbak^ 
rian,  and  HeracUdes  who  fucceeded  one  ano* 
ther  in  t]\^Lycau?hy  taught  Atifiotles  Docftrihe 
only  by  pure  Tradirion.  But  this  Traditipij 
not  being  fupported  by  any  Writings,  in  Pro- 
grefs  of  time  became  Feeble  and  languid,  and 
Ihow'd  nothing  of  that  Life  and  Vigour  that 
Viz  appear'4 
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'  appcarM  in  the  oiheir  Se^.    E^tcmus  caft  a 

great  many  A(p9rripns.upon4^i/^^A?>  in  order 

Athen.      to  cry  down  his  Dodrine  j  though  Athmaus 

^-^'         believes  nothing  of  it,  becaafeC«^i&i/i^^/  and 

Euhildf,  who  have  writ  whole  Voiumes  againft 

him,  make  not  the  leaft  mention  of  it.    But 

vhe  Writings  of  Arijhtle  met  with  fuch  a  ftrange 

Adventure^  after  the  Death  of  Tbtofbrsllm^  ao 

strabo      cording  to  the  Account  Strnho  gives  of  them^ 

^'  ^^'        that  it  will  be  expedient  to  defcribe  their  Pro- 

grefs^together  with  all  the  various  Circumftan- 

ces  of  it  in  order  to  mark  out  the  Caufes  of 

the  Silence  of  ArifiotUs  Dodrine  in  thofe  Ages^ 

in  which  TUt6%  made  fo  great  a  Noife. 

Tbeofrsfius,  ftridlv  to  obferve  the  Orders  of 
his  Mafter,  delivered  the  Writings  of  Arifiotk 
into  the  Hands  of  one  of  the  deareft  of  his 
Friends  and  Scholars^  with  the  (ame  iProhibiti- 
on  that  was  given  to  him.  This  Friend  was 
.  ly  Name  NtUus^  of  Sceffis  a  City  of  Troas^ 
and  who  dy'd  foon  after,  yet  not  without  let- 
ting his  Heirs  underftand  the  Value  of  the 
Truft  he  bad  committed,  to  them  ;  and  they 
werefo  fenfibleof  it,  that,  when  King  P«r^«- 
musy  on  whom  the  City  of  Sceffis  depended^ 
made  a  great  learch  after  Books  and  Writings 
in  order  to  make  up  a  Library,  they  buried 
this  ineftimableTrealure,for  its  better  tecurity, 
in  a  Vault  built  on  purpofe^  This  fo  valuable 
a  Legacy  lay  conceaVd  in  that  fecret  Repofito- 
ry  for  the  fpace  of  near  one  hundred  and  fixty 
Years,  from  whence  it  was  at  laft  taken  out 
half  Worm-eaten,  and  almoft  entirely  corrup- 
ted by  the  Dampnefs  of  the  Place  where  th^y 
had  hid  it.  And  it  was  now  only  taken  out  to 
be  fold  at  a  very  dear  Price  to  a  rich  Athenian 
Merchant  call'd  Apellicm^  who  had  taken  the 
Fancy  to  make  himfelf  confiddrable  bv  Col« 

leding 
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leding  ahd  Amafliiig  together  a  vaft  number  of      \^ 
Books^.though^  as  SttMbo  remarks  of  him,  he  c\&  i 
had  not  the  leaft  Genius  for  Learning,  nor  (piKict^®- 
any  Knowledge  in  the  Sciences.    The  Pro- 
fenors  which  then  taught  in  the  Lfc^etm^  hav- 

Nhig  intelligence  of  this,  immediately  made 
tii^  Court  to  this  Citizen,  who  lent  tliem 
thefe  Writings  for  fome  time,  but  had  them 
returned  again  and  plac'd  them  in  his  Library, 
which  becatne  famous  by  fo  extraordinary  an 
Addition.  Some  Years  after ,  SylU  having 
made  himfelf  Mafter  of  all  Gneccy  and  taken 
Athens,  was  informed  that  there  was  nothing  in 
that  City  more  valuable  than  thofe  Writings  of 
jiri/lotle,  which  AfMicon  had  in  his  Library  ; 
whereupon  he  gave  Orders  to  have  them  taken 
from  thence  and  carried  to  Rome.  But  Sylla% 
Ambition  of  making  himfelf  Mafter  of  the 
Commonwealth,  gave  him  no  opportunity  of     i 

,  letting  the  ktm'ans  know  what  a  Treafure  he 
had  brought  away  from  Greece.  He  dy'd  loon 
after,  and  thefe  Writings  fell  into  the  Pands 
of  a  Grammarian  nam'd  Tyratmimy   who  had  / 

had  fome  Knowledge  of  them  by  hb  Acquaint  > 

tance  with  Syllas  Library- keeper.  Though 
this  Grammarian  was  a  very  able  Man,  and 
had  ereiftod  a  Library  of  above  thirty  thoufehd 
Volumes,  (ince  the  time  that  LmcuUus  had  taken 
him  Captive  in  the  MethridatUk  War,  and 
brought  him  to  Rome,  yet  he  knew  not  the  Va« 
lue  of  Arifiotles  Works. 

But  after  his  death>  Andrmicus  the  RboJian 
being  come  to  Reme,  and  entertaining  a  juft 
Senfe  of  the  Merit  of  ArlfiotUy  having  been 
himfelf  bred  up  in  the  Lycaum,  enter'd  into  an  . 
agreement  with  the  Heirs  ofTyrannian  for  thefe 
Writings,*  and  having  got  Poueffion  of  them, 
ihs  applied  himifelf  with  fo  much  earneftnefs  to 

F  f  3  the 
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the&cnay  of  them,  aodtook  fiiQ|it4ft  P^lni 
to  exaodiie  and  unoerftand  them*  that  in  tooif 
Pegrce  he  was  their  6fft  Reftorer,  as  Ftrfitr/' 
affuresusinhisLifeofPA**!.  For  be  not  on- 
ly fapply'd  what  was  loft  by  Leogtii  of  Tm9, 
and  by  the  Negligence  of  thofo,  through  whofq 
Hands  they  were  deliver'd  down  j  but  like- 
wife  reform'd  that  ftrange  Confofion  in  which 
he  found  them,  and  took  Care  to  have  them 
coined  out.  *T was  this  ^nirwcw/  that  begvn 
to  make  Arifiotle  known  in  Rme,  about  the 
Time  that  Cieero  bad,  by  the  Greatnefs  of  his 
Reputation,  rais'd  bimfelf  to  the  higheft  Pofts 
of  Honour  in  the  Govermnait  j  being,  feme 
time  before,  returo'd  from  bis  Voyage  into 
Qreeee,  where  he  had  convers'd  wilh  rt|e  moft 
noted  Men  for  Learning  and  Parts  in  all  that 
Country.  He  had  likewife  heard  who  4^ri^#» 
;i«was,  and  was  not  an  utter  Stranger  to  bis" 
Merit,  though  he  was  then  fcarce  known  at 
all  at  Rmtiy  as  appears  by  the  Surprise  o(  Tr<- 
hatm  i  who  coming  tO  pay  a  Vifit  to  Ckerty  at 
his  Coontry-Scat  at  Tufedumi  and  going  with 
bim  into  bis  Library,  took  up  by  Chance  the 
Book  oiArifiotle'i  Toficks,  of  which  Cietnt  had- 
a  Copy.  Trebatius  ask'd  him  what  Book  that 
was,  and  what  was  the  Subjeft-Matter  of  it  ? 
For  though  be  was  not  ignorant  that  there  had 
been  fuch  a  Pcrfon  in  the  World  as  jirifiotle, 
yet  he  had  never  beard  any  Body  fpeak  any 

^ed  fuU  thing    in    Commeindation   of  him.      Cka-9 

dmmini-  n^^jj^  Anfwer,  that  it  was  no* wonder,  for 

mirmis     *h^  'PUlofofhtr  was  known  bttt  to  a  very  few 

turn  Phi--   tecfk. 

foftphum 

Trebatio  turn  #  c(^«itum  ^/  ab  iff'f  PhU^^Pp'^i  t^^"^  tinmum  p^- 

(os,  ignmtur.  Topic,  initi 
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As  for  Tiato  he  was  known  all  the  World 
over ;  for  )>efore  the  taking  of  Athens  by  SyOa, 
no  Philofophy  was  publickfyv  taught  at  Rome 
bqt  Flata\   with  that  of  the  Stoicks.    That 
which  they  Wll  us  ofCrMtfppMfy  that,  in  Cicer/s 
time  he  tailght  the  Philofophy  of  AtlfiotU  in 
Mitjleney  is  of  no  Force  ;  for  he  cou  d  teach  it 
only  by  Tradition.    So  that  *tis  no  wohder 
that  Cicero^  and  the  Authors  that  ilourifli'd  in 
thdfe  Times,  gate  the  Preference  to  VUto  be- 
fore Atijfotk  j  the  Reputation  oi  the  dttt,  was 
fix'd  and  eflabUfk'd,  and  that  of  the  fecond  Ih 
its  Infancy,  ahd  by  flow  Deg^-ees  incr^fing. 
It  is  true  that  ^r/6e^«r  pretends  there  wai  a 
Copy  of  ArijtdtUs  Works  in  that  famous  Libra- 
ry  of  the  Kings  of  tAEgypt,  which  was  begun 
by  ThiUdelfbm^  the  Second  of  the  Ptolemies, 
after  the  Death  of  Alexander.    I  muft  confefs 
that  Afj^cele  might  indeed  let  fome  of  his  Wri- 
tings eieape  his  Hands,  as  Akxander^s  obfer- 
vedof  him  by  way  of  Reproach  ;  but  there  is 
no  likelihood  that  all  his  Works  were  in  that 
Library  r   beiides,  there  is  not  the  leaft  In- 
i^ance  ot  any  one  Perfbn  that  e?er  arriv'd  to 
the  Knowledge  of  Things  by  his  Method.    So 
?hat  we  may,  with  great  Certainty,  conclude 
that  Ari^ofle  W2is  very  little  known  till  the 
Reign  of  At^nfistSy  and  that  Tlato  was  very 
much.    Though,  to  fay^  the  Truth,  the  Ra- 
mans  made  it  more  their  Bufmefs,  more  the 
End  and  Defign  of  their  Studies,  to  become 
Excellent  Orators  than  Great  PWlofophers;  Jjjj^*^ 
for  Eloquence  was    then  the  only    Quali-  fopbiam  " 
fication  to  entitle  them  to  Places  of  Honour,  euimm 
Philofophy  was  of  very  little  Ufe,  but  in  Mat-  ^^<^  , 
tersofMorality,  for  the  forming  of  a  ReUgi-  Ze^tf^^l 
on,  in  order  toobhge  Men  to  their  relpective  peret.  ck. 
Duties  towards  the  Gods,   ^nd  towards  one  i  deLrg/ 
another.  Ff  4  CHAP, 
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CHAP,    ir. . 

T^e  Adventures  of  the  SeB  and  DoBrine 
of  Plato,  in  the  firfl  Eight  Centuries 
after  fhe  Cotning  of  our  S4)^iour. 

THE  Reputation  of  P/ii/0  being  fo  much 
the  more  fimly  eftabUlh'd   at  R^ne^  by 
(he  Approbation  Cicero  gave  pf  him  in  all   his 
Works^   and  particularly  in  bis  Academkks ; 
it  continued  in  that  flourilKing  Condition  du- 
ring the  Reigns  of  A^ffifim  and  fib^rmt,  botb 
thofe   Princes   being  greM   Encouragers    o£ 
Learning  and  Learned  Men ;  though  Tiberimf 
if^^Um  ^I'j^ftly  put  to  Death  '^  Trafyllus  the  Platmifi,  a 
mtdurum  Man  of  qniverfal  Knowledge,  t  Vhik  thejew^ 
Anium      whom  St»  Jerome y  in  his  Epiftles^  calls  a  fecond 
fchntUn    pjato,  gavl  great  Credit  to  this  Doctrine  under' 
poftrlZ     ^he  Reigns  of  Ctf/igW^  and  Claudius  i  The  Af- 
%  itdit     fairs  of  his  Country  having  then 'brought  him 
p/^oK/V^  to  Rome,  where  he  lived  under  thefe  two  Em- 
V^^'m      perors*     Seneca,  who  was  the  .  greateft  Ornar 
^6.       ^^^^  ^^  -^^^^'s   Court,  brought  the  Pbilofo- 
-t^'du-  P^y  of  the  Stoichy  which  he  himfelf  prpfefs'd, 
quar^dt      ^^'0  &^^^  Vogue  i  though  pion  of  $itbjnia, 
Fbiioncy     JM^oderatus  of  Cadesy  and  fome  Other  Platenijis^ 
quern  uite-  had  recommended  with  Succefs  the  Dodrine 
rum  PU-    Q^-piatOy  to  which  the  genteeler  fort  of  People 
![/"«>(>/■'  apply'd  themTelves  ip  the  Search  of  things  Na- 
Tiuntiant.    tural ;  tho  the  greateft  part  followed  the  Mor 
Hier.  Ep.  rals  ot  Epicurus ,  sis  being  oetter  fuited  with,  and 
a^  Mag.    more  agreeable  to  their  Humours. 

Athens,  in  order  to  preach  the  Do(9:rine  of 
JESUS  CHRISTy  had  no  Pifpute  at  all 
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with  the  VUimifis :  At  lead  the  Author  of  the 
A^s  of  the  Apoftles  makes  no  mention  of  it  | 
chopgh^e  fpeaksoffome  Oppofition  he  met 
with  from  the  Stokks  and  Eficureans.     'Tis  to 
bebeliey'd  that^  after  the  taking  of  jithens  by 
Sjlla^.  the  School  oiVUt^  declin'd  ;  at  leaft  fo 
much  may  be  inferred  from  Laertim's  conclu** 
ding  his  Hiftory  of  Vlatas  Succeflbrs  about  the 
Time  that  the  Wife  Men  bf  Gretat^  leaving 
their  Country  to  follow  the  Forttjne  of  their 
Conquerors^  came  and  fettled  at  R9me^  which  *  fviiim  - 
was  tb9  Marofolk  of  the  Empire.    But  Affairs  AgrUoUm 
were  in  fuch  Confufion  under  the  fucceeding  J^^^»^« 
Emperors,  that  Philofophy  gave  place  to  the  ^rtmm^ 
Spirit  of  Faction  j  which  began  to  form  it  kUcuUum 
under  the  corrupted  Government  of  the  firft  puerhiam 
Emperors*   There  fealfo  forae  Probability  that  ^^H^^n^ 
Philofophy  wks  at  this  Time  fo  far  diftfounte-  ^^^L 
nanc*d  at  R^mey  thatPerfons  of  Quality,  SLtid  tranfegiffi^ 
efpecially  the  Senators,  were  forbid  the  Study  Me!^'^'. 
of  it,  as  appears  in  the  Life  of  *  Jgrmla^  who^^^'^^V?'*- 
went  to  MarfeiUes  to  acquire  Learning  where  xac^'vit 
it  then  flourilh'd,  ^  Agric 

AAifinm  and  AfQllonim  Thyanausy  both  great 
flat<mi^4,  rais'd  fuch  a  Difturbance  in  th0  State^ 
and  fo  confounded  Publick  Affairs,  under  Do-  ^Jj^^^f 
mtian,  with  their  Philofophy,  that  the  Empe^  uimSm 
irour  was  oblig'd,  by  a  fevere  Edi<9:,  to  expel  conce^um 
all  the  Philofophers;  out  of  Rowej  which  vety  Rom^hau-^ 
much  leffen  d  the  Credit  of  Philofophy  ;    tho  ff^^  P^: 
'tis  pretended  that  an  Aftrologer^  calfd  Mutius  ttcomt 
Tompofianusy  was  the  Caufe  of  this  Edia,  by  e-  fjfet.  seut! 
reding  an  Horofcope.he  had  made  of  the  £m«  in  Domit« 
.peror. 

This  Pcrfecution  lafted  till  Trajan*$  Time,  Dj<>n- 
who,  though  he  was  himfelf  unlearn 'd,   be-  Qrat  j« 
^nde  fomewhat  more  favourable  to  Men  ofphHoft^" 
J^etters.    The  Emperor  Adrian^  who  fuqcecdr  ApolK 
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ed  htm  in  the  ThroM^  atid  who  Wis  a  Libter 
oFPhilofophy  for  his  Maftcr  Pkiarclfy  fake^  tt^ 
eftablifli'd  it  in  the  City  of  jikxanirU,  whdre 
it  hid  lain  ncglcAed  eter  Ante  the  burning  of 
chat  Royal  School^  and  that  Fiinioiis  Lii>rary^ 
which  the  Kingi  ot^^gy ft  had  ereAed  in  their 
Palace.  -  Vovjulim  Csfar.  when  he  took  Men^ 
4mdriay  after  the  Death  mVmttj^  ordered  cer- 
tain fafpitious  Houfes  about  the  Palace  to  /be 
fet  on  Fire ;  the  Flames  of  which  reaching  the 
library^  burnt  Seven  hundred  thoufand  Vo- 
lumes^ which  had  been  gathered  together  \rf 
the  Indufltv  of  TinUtoi,  TbiMthbm  hii  Ma- 
fter,  znAoiMraJf^fiifnes,  and  Afomiui  the  Rko^ 
dian^  who  were  all  Librarians.    The  Afieftion 
Adrian  had  for  Learning  was  fo  great^  and  lb 
prevalent^  that  he  was  jealous  otPbavarkMt  his 
Secretary^  becaufe  his  Knowledge  was  more 
extenfive  than  his  Mafter's.    However^  'twas 
<  fhe  Love  this  Prince  had  for.  Learning  that 
made  him  recal  EfiSitus  the  great  Strict^  Nm^^ 
mmim  the  TUtmi/,  and  feveral  other  Philofo^ 
phers^  who  had  been  banifh*d  Rome  by  Demi^ 
tian.    And  'twas  Hkewife  by  Adrians  Orders 
that  Nicttas.  of  Stnyrnaj  ToUmm^  Dimjfim  the 
S&fhifi^  of  whom  Pbilojirafes  makes  mention^ 
and  fereral  other  learned  Men,  were  fent  to 
Alexandria  to  teach  the  Sciences :   And  thai 
Emperor    coming  afterwards  himfelf  to  A-- 
kxandriay   propos'd  feveral  Qucftions  to  the 
Philofophers  he  hadTenc  thej;e^aiid  folv'd  chen^ 
all  himlelf. 

Ant&mnm  and  Marcm  Aurelim,  who  fucceed- 
ed  Adrian  in  the  Empire^  facceeded  him  tike* 
wife  in  his  Inclinations  to  Learning,  and  above 
all  to  Philofophy,  which  they  both  paffionate- 
ly  admh-'d^  Herodian  tells  us,  in  his  Hiftory, 
(hit  the  AffcAiori  Marcm  Amlim  had  for  Phi^ 

lofophy. 
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lo(9pl^y ,  brougbc  it  into  very '  grnt  lUqiteft^ 
and  rs&ly  kicreas'd  the  Namber  of  Prefefibiss 
dmm  his  Reign.  He  eftiibliihd  in  the  Schools  ^ 
at  A$bms  the  ancient  Dilct^ine^  which  was 
much  decay 'd^  and  appointed  large  Aliowan* 
ces  for  the  Profieflprs^  as  C^fUolinm  afiures  us^ 
and  as  LMcUn  informs  us  mora  partiiiularly  in 
his  Emmh.  'Tis  certain  this  Prince  was  fo 
much  taken  with  the  Quality  of  a  Philofopher^ 
chat  Athemagmf^^  whom  Mttbodms  mentions  a* 
mon^Iw£ccleGaftical  Authors,  being  fent  to 
him  in  the  Behalf  of  the  Gre^  Churches^  com- 
plioianced  him  and  his  Son  Omtrndus  with  the 
Name  of  Philosophers^  imagining  that  he  cou'd 
not  addrdfi  bimfelf  to  them  in  a  more  agreea^ 
bk  manner^  than  by  flattering  their  Vanity 
wiih  this  Title, 

Mtximas  Tyrims^  a  great  FUunifi,  and  one  of    ' 
M^ir^m  Amilm  his  Makers,  cpmribikted  very 
m(K:h  towards  the  making  him  in  Love .  with 
Philofophy,  and  towards  the  bringing  the  Do* 
diine  of  P/iH^a  kito  Requeft  at  his  Court.    Nu-        . 
wetms^  whom  Ewftbms  fpeaks  of,  and  who  was  p^^L  *^. 
a  Man  of  great  Reputation  under  the  two  An,^  \^^\.  ir,\; 
tpmnmsy  and  Crmmsj  who  wrote  at  the  fame 
time  a-  part  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Aesilemr, 
both  {o  far  adranc'd  the  Credirof  Plato  at  Rime, 
that  hisDoftrine  came  into  Faibton  amongft 
the  Ladies  at  Court,  infomucb  that  a  Stoick, 
caU'd  JfMmms^  whom  Pbotius  makes  mention 
qf,  wrote  a  Hiftory  of  the  Platmkk  Ladies,  phot,  in 
Apdems,  who  was  of  Madaura,  and  Galm^  that  Bibliot« 
celebrated  Phyfician,  both  of  this  Court,  ad*- 
ded  mach  to  the  Charader  of  Plato  by  what 
they  writ  upon  his  JDodrine.     Diogenes    Laer^ 
tins  rais'd  the  Reputation  of  this  Philofopher  to 
a  higher  Degree  than  any  of  the  former,  by 
that  admirable  Work  he  composed  upon  the 

Hiftory 
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jffiftory  of  the  Ancient  Philofpphcrs,  which  he 
dedicated  to  a  Lady  of  Severus  his  Court^  cal- 
*Affidift-  led  Arrbia  ;  who^  as  he  himfelf  fays,  was  a 
K9wKi^  paffionate  Admirer  of  Plato,  and  the  fame,  that 
'""'^  Galen  card  of  sl  weak  Stomach  with  his  Trea- 
cle. Julia,  the  Emprefs,  influenc'd  by  the 
Example  of  her  Husband  Severus,  who  was  a 
greater  Encourager  of  Learning  than  the  Em- 
peror Cofptmodus  his  Predeceffor,  (hcw'd  a  great 
RefpeA  to  Men  of  Letters,  and  had  the  Scien- 
ces in  much  Veneration,  as  Dion  rqports :  And 
Was  fhe  that  laid  her  Gommands  upon  Fbi^ 
hfirates  to  write  the  Life  of  AfoUmius  Thyan^eus^ 
iuch  was  her  Inclination  to  Philofophy.  In 
fine,  the  Reputation  of  Sextus  Empiricus,  who 
was  tht  Chief  of  the  Fifth  Academy,  made 
Tlato  very  confiderable  under  the  Antoninus's ; 
and  down  even  to  the  Reign  of  Severus,  there 
was  fcarce  any  other  Philofophy  taught  in  the 
Publick  Schools  at  Rome,  and  at  Alexandria^ 
than  that  of  Plato. 

This  was  the  State  and  Condition  of  Plato^s 
PbUofctby  during  all  this  Firft  Age,  in  which . 
the  Church  and  our  Religion  were  eftablifli'd. 
And  the  greateft  Oppofition  the  ApofiUs  and 
their  immediate  Succejfers  met  with  in  propa- 
gating the  Gofffcl ,  was  from  Pbilofofby;  of 
which  the  World  was  at  that  time  fo  full,  that 
no  fooner  did  St.  Paul  appear  at  Athens,  in  or- 
der to  Preach  Jefm  CbriFi,  but  the  Epicureans 
and  Stoieks  encounter'd  him,  as  we  may  read 

^  ^^'  on  the  Sermon  of  that  Afojfk,  fays ,  that  he 
met  with  no  great  Succefs  at  Athens,  becaufe 
there  then  rdign'd  there  a  Spirit  of  Curiofity^ 
a  boundlefs  Deflre  among  the  People,  of 
Learhing  fomething  New.  This  Fancy  of 
Reajbning  upon  Principles  of  Pbikfofbj  in  all 

Con- 


Digitized  by 


by  Google 


Placo  and  Ariftotle.  445 

CootroTerTies^increasd  fo  mighdly  under  cfaoft 
Efsperours  whom  I  but  now  inencion'd  ,  that 
tMcian  is  continually  Hailing  at  it ;  he  never 
b  in  a  better  Hupiour,  nor  ever  fpeaks  better  , 
things^  than  when  he  is  Drolling  upon  the 
TbiWofbers,  and  Ridiculing^,  upon  all  occaiions^ 
the  Strength  and  Power  Tbilo/o^bj  had  gain'din 
thofe  Days,  which  he  took  delight  in  Expofing* 

So  that  the  Men  of  Learning^  among  the 
Cbrifiians^  that  they  might  not  be  at  continual 
OppoHtions  with  the  Men  of  Learning  among 
the  Heathen ,  who  difdain'd  ta  heark<:n  to 
any  one  that  made  not  Profeilion  of  fome 
Vbikfopby  ^  at  laft  fell  in  whh  the  Platonifis  ; 
becaufe  the  Doctrine  of  Tlato  was  then 
raoft  in  Vogue.  The  Stoicks  began  to  lofe 
their  Credit ;  Plutarcb  and  Lucian  having  dif- 
cover^d  the  Falfnels  of  their  Virtue  ,  even 
from  feveral  of  their  own  Works.  That  Ex- 
cefe  of  Severity  which  they  profefs'd ,  as  al- 
ways happens  in  Extreams  3  fell  at  laft  into 
Loofnefs  ^  and  their  Wife  Man  in  Idea  was 
become  a  meer  Cbimara.  The  fhilofofby  of 
Epicurus ,  which  taught  us  to  enjoy  Pleafures 
Methodically ,  began  likewife,  in  procefs  of 
time^  to  become  infupportable ;  by  the  Natu- 
ral Hurry  of  the  TaJJions^  which  become  more  x 
violent  and  tumultuous  by  yielding  to  them^ 
as  was  feen  in  this  Se<5):.  And  tbo'  Epicurus 
feem'd  only  to  aim  at  the  Pleafures  of  the 
Mind,  yet  his  Thilofophj  grew  ac  laft  fo  Scnfual, 
that  it  was  utterly  cry'd  down  and  difcarded, 
by  all  that  were  truly  Virtuous.  As  for  Arir 
Itoile^  he  was  as  yet  but  little  known  ,  an^  fo 
all  declared  for  TIaro. 

For  it  Was  believ'd,  that  the  beft  way  to 
decline  contending  with  all  that  Crowd  of 
Vhilofopbcrs^  of  which  the  World  was  then  full, 
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was  to  break  their  united  Force^  by  falling  Hi 
with  thofe ,  lyhofe  Opinions  Icaft  opposU  rite 
Trincifles  of  our  Religion;  add  theSc^  of  PJSiw 
was  look*d  upon,  ot  all  otben  the  moft  proper 
for  the  Cbrifiians  to  enter  into  Society  with^ 
And  the  main  Reafons  for  this  were,  that  die 
School  of  tlato   finding  nothing  certain  in 
Nature,  but  Uncertainty;  it  was  thought  eaiy 
to  introduce  the  Light  of  a  Revealed"  Iftli- 
gion  into  the  Minds  of  thofe  that  were  al- 
ready prcpar  d  to  quit  their  own  Ofiniont,  by 
the  Profcflion  of  a  rbikprfby  fo  unfcttled  m  its 
Principles  ,•  and  that  Wildom,  which  acknow- 
ledged its  own  InfuflRciency^  to  difcover  any 
thing  True  upon  Earth,  wou  d  readily  dii^oiie 
the  Mind  to  a  Subjeftton  to  thofe  Truths 
which  came  down  from  Heaven;  that  that 
StSt  wou'd,  without  much  Difficulty,  acknow- 
ledge the  Neceffity  of  Faith  j  whicn  looks  up- 
on all  Natural  Knowledge  only  as  meer  Opi- 
nion ;    that  that  Tbihfofhy  ,  which  raised  Man 
above  himfelf  by  the   Method  of  its  Ueds, 
and  took  hini  off  from  too  ftronga  Confidence 
in  his  Senfes  ,  by  making  hhn  doubt  of  all 
things,  feem*d  Nmuch  difpos'd  for  the  Reception 
of  Chrifiianity  ,  which  raifcs  ds  above  Humane 
Things ,  and  fixes  us  oft  Divine  ;   that  flato^ 
who  in  Ws  Dialogue  of  Cratylus,  and  in  that 
concerning  Death ^  taught,  that  the  Body  i$ 
<5nly  the  Prifon  and  Sepulchre  of  the  Soo!^ 
might  likewife  inftrud  Man  how  fo  defpife  it  j 
and  difpofe  him  to  that  Virtue  of  Mortifica- 
tion, fo  neceffary  in  a  Cbrifiian  ;   and  laftly, 
that  a  Soul  that  obferv'd  in  all  its  Faculties,; 
nothing  but  Wants  and  real  Miferies,  ^sTlaW^ 
in  his  Vhaidon^  and  in  other  parts  of -his  Works^ 
maintains,  vVou'^,  with  fmall  ReluAarice,  and 
with  bur  little  T)i^^9 ,  relifh  tho>e  Matirt? 

®f 
y  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


Plato  ofid  Ariftotlc*  44;^ 

€£CbryHam  HurnH^^  which  briiig  a  Man  on  to 
ViffeBimy  by  a  due  fenfe  of  his  owq  VwwanlA^ 
nifi^  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his  own  Em*         ^ 

Thefe  are  the  chief  and  principal  Reafons^ 
that  psevail'd  on  the  Cbrifiians  to  embrace  thd 
Vbihjofby  of  VUaoy\mn%  under  a  Neceffity  of 
ftriking  in  with  one  Sed  or  other  j  which 
NAceffity  appeared  in  the  Converfion  of  Ju-- 
Bin  the  Tbikfofber,  who  afterwards  became  a 
Martyr.  He  declard^  that  nothing  had  mord 
difpos  d  his  Mind  to  the  Truths  of  our  Faith^ 
thiU  the  Tbikfifbj  of  Plata,  of  which  he  had 
been  a  great  Profeflbr.  He  uflures  us  like* 
wife^  in  his  Dialogue  to  Tryfkm,  that  after  a 

^  long  and  tedious  Seafch  after  Truth  in  all  the  ^ 
Schools  of  PbUeJifbf ,  he  cou*d  find  only  in 
Tlatot  wherewith  to  raife  his  Thoughts  aoove 
the  Earth,  where  all  the  reft  feem'd  rather  to 
ix  him.  The  like  happened  to  Tatian  his 
his  Scholar ,  who  was  a  very  great  Platonilt. 
For  he  learn  d  at  Rome^  that  Pbilefeffy  which 

'  prepar'd  him  for  Cbrifiianity.  ^maratmy  Bx- 
mop  of  Atbensy  who  wrote  an  Apology  to  the 
^mperour  Adrian  ,  in  Defence  of  our  Reli-^ 
gion,  of  which  St.  3^^r^ffli  makes  hcMiourable 
mention;  and  which  was  the  Model  of  that 
dft^rwards  writ  by  St.  Anfiin.  This  ^uaJra^ 
tm^  togethtt  with  Afdlinarim  Bifliop  of  Hiera^  ' 
foUsy  and  Metitm  nifhop  of  Sardif^  were  all 
great  Plafmifts. 

I  mention  not  thofe  other,  Fathers ,  who 
defended  the  Holinefs  and  Innocency  of  our 
Religion,  againft  the  Heathens}  by  the  Puriry  "^ 
c^  their  Zeal,  and  the  Solidity  of  their  Rea* 
fons :  As  Arifiides,  who  by  his  Phikfophy  main« 
Cain'd  the Go^d  of  Jefw  Chriff,  under  Adrian; 
md  that  Wife  ^nator  .^^^^/Efmr^ ,  who  with 
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all  the  Splendor  of  bis  Purple,  jofttfied  ih6 
Scandal  of  the  Crofs ,  under  the  Emperoar 
Cmiimdmy  who  order'd  him  to  be  BelMsaded# 
Nor  will  I  fay  any  thing  of  Atbenazorof^  of 
Pambemm,  onention'd  by  Eufikimy  or  MhImh 
dim  ,  and  of  that  Bardajmes  th^t  wrote  againft 
Msrcwu.    But  I  cannot  pais  by  in  filence  that 
moft  Acconiplifli'd  of  all  VUtonifts  3  and  moft 
Excellent  of  all  thej  Fathers ,  the  great  Origm, 
who  fo  fuccefifully  defended  the  Do<£lrine  of 
Jefm  CbriJt  againft  Ctlfas^  the  moft  powerful 
Enemy  it  thea  had  :    Nor  did  he  engage  in 
iis  Defence,  till  he  had  compleatly  Arm'd  him- 
felf  with  the  Dodrine  of  Plato^  to  which  be 
,     was  fo  entirely  devoted ,  as  all  the  World  can 
witne^.    St.  Anftin  likewife  confefles,  in  fede- 
ral parts  of  his  Works  ,  that  among  all  the 
Lib.  de     Pfophane  Authors  he  had  read  ,    he  found 
Vera  Re-  none  with  whom  ^he  more  readily  emer  into 
li&  c.  9.    a  Negotiation  about  Matters  of  Religim^  Chan 
Epiil.  ad  the  VUtmifis;  and  he  aiTures  us^  that  the  moft 
Diorcor.    Illuftrious  Dodors  of  his  Time  that  becamel 
Lib.  CPU-  CAr;)?w«f,  were  from  the  Shook  of  P/^/(^.    The 
{^/^.^Diflike  that  thefe  Fathers  of  the  Two  Firft 
*'      "Ages    entertaind   of    Arifiotles   Philofophy^ 
which  cobfulted  only  pure  Senfe  and  Reafon^ 
and  feem'd  to  fix  itfelf  too  much  upon  them^ 
contributed  not  *  a  little  towards  the  reeom* 
mending  of  the  Dodrine  of  Plato  to  tht  Pii- 
micive   Chrifiians. 

But  after  all ,  this  Admirable  PbiUfofhy^  the 
Luftre  of  which  at  firft  was  very  furprizing  to 
all  Men^  prevaii'd  only  for  a  time ;  there  was 
at  laft  di(cover-d  a  fecret  Poifm  lurking  under 
thefe  Flohvtrs.  TtrtuUan  was  one  di  the  firft 
that  found  it  out;  his  fiding  with  the  Se<5fc  of 
the  Stoicks,  was  what,  without  doubt,  pat  him 
upon  declaring  h)g  Ayerfion  to  the  Platmifis^ 
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whom  he  otUs  the  fkft  Authors  tif  ch5f«  Her6- 
fies  that  fpranguptinbis.Ttme.  The  Misfor- 
tune, of  Origens  fallings  after  fo  .dreadful  a 
manner  ^  into  E^ror  ^  opeh'd  the  Eyes  of  the 
greateft  parfe  of  the,  Cbrifiianty  atad  let  theoi  fee^* 
(hat  Pl0t§  wsA  the  Author  pf  all  the  Diforder^ 
in  the  Church.  St.  HfffoUtm  the  Martyr^ 
whofe  Writings,  are  fo  highly  approv'd  by 
StJftmMe^  ahd  EufibittSj  exclaims  loudly  ag^inft 
this  Pililofcfpher^  as  the  moft  dangeroqs  of  all  j.  r4  ..^ 
,  others. .  LaBantim  and  Amohim^  both  the  moft  5S]j; 
celebrated  Orators  of  their  xime^  h^tve  wrote 
with  great  vehemence  agftinft  VlatQ  ^  in  thofe 
admirable  Books  of  theirs,  penn'd  about  the 
End  of  the  Third  Century.  But  of  all  the 
Fathers  of  thofe  Times ,  none  feqm  more 
juftly  to  have  found  fault  with  the  DoArine 
of  that  Phtlofopher,  than  St.  Cbryfofiom^  in  his 
Preface. to.  his  Homilies  upon  St. Matthew ^ 
where  he  reDrefents  P^^o  as  a  Vifionary,  and 
the  it/<^'x  of  his  CommaHwenkb ,  ^s  wild  and 
excravagatat.  'Tis  not  unlikely  y  but  that  the 
DoAride  of  this  Philofopher  concerning  Sfi^ 
titt  and  Angth,  might  have  contributed  to  the 
Sucdefsof  that  Error  which  fpreadfojar^  and 
was  fo  prevalent  amongft  the  Guek  Fathers^ 
againft  the  Turity,  of  the  Sftrits  of  Angels;  and 
Authojt}2;*d  that  Opinion  of  th^r  Materiality  jf 
which;  Wa&  dne  of  the  Herefies  of  Ne^orius. 
.  It  begin  now  to  appear  j  that  this  Philo- 
fophy  was.  not  fo  favourable  to  CbrifitAnity^  as 
was  at  firft.  believed;  becaufe  it  made  a  Search 
after  Truth,  with  an  intent  not  to  find  it  :\  It 
purfued  it  through  all  its  fecret  Paths,  but 
with  no  Defign  of  pifcovering  it.  It  fo  ac- 
cuftom'd  the  Mind  ,  as  to  make  it  doubt  of 
the  moft  certain  things ,  and  placd  all  Science; 
in  Irrefolution  and  HeHcation.    It  was  found 
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aleervirtr(}5>  when  k  came  to  be  more  kmomr^ 
to  be  as  contrary  to  the  Pidnciples  of  our  lU- 
Mgion^  as  it  feem'd  before  agreeable^wiih^  and 
oonfonilable  lo  then.    For  Pbao  htviag  tmer-- 
^flaix'd  his  own  Imaginations  with  whait  he  had 
leam'd  in  Egjf^  by  Tradition  from  tbe  Jeypsj 
did  kiienfibly  infpire  the  Mind  with  a  lahertji 
of  Mingling  ViCons^  with  things  EftabUih'd 
in  Nature.    Twas  in  his  Sdiool^  tliar  tAie  Crm* 
fHcks  and  VsUntiftUns  fbm'd  their  HerAfies^  as^ 
Tertid.     TmiiBkm obferves;  who  teUs us  iafais Book  of 
^7.  4r     the  Soid^  that  He  tk&rim  if  Pisco  wmkteome 
MioSmi  *  ^^c^ff^  higriJm0  mai  Skrifiis.     Sc  Ef^b^* 
fide  PUto-  nim  lays  the  iame^  in  his  Works  j  whMe  lio 
nm  m-    afTtires  us  3  tliat  the  gnsateft  part  of  the  Here* 
Mhim  H^  tj^i^s  of  his  Time ,  e^dally  the  MMcimiSis 
/!^xm^  and  Mamcbtes^  came  our  from  the  School  of 
cmuUmen^  l^l^tB :    St  Cjril  calls  It  the  Fountaiii  of  |^o* 
^««».         ranee  and  Impiety ,  from  whence  Atumi/m- 
fl^^'      fprang^  which  has  caused  great  Troubles  in  the 
f!^         Ghurch.    For  this  Reafon  ^tis,  that  St.  G«. 
"  |f7  l^zUnzen  reprefents  the  Works  of  this 

Philofopher^  as  meer  CAisMr^i  and  lUofions : 
And  St.  Afffiin,  who  had  fo  great  a  Value  for 
him  in  his  Youth^  becaofe  he  k>und  him  plea- 
fam  and  direrting  ^  b^an  to  condemn  hii^ 
when  he  came  to  Years  of  riiore  Difcreticm  z 
He  wrote  againft  thUSeff  the  Work  ke^emidegy 
AgainB  the  Acadtmch ;    where  he  acknow* 
ledges,  that  the  Do&rine of  P/n^^  had  made 
him  Irrefolute  j.  and  in  the  Book,  of  Ym  Mmto^ 
&athms,  he  repents  of  the  Pleafure  he  had  for- 
merly taken  In  him,  and  of  the  Value  he  had 
IkTjhmh  had  for  him.  St.  Amkrcfe  iikewife,  in  his  Writings 
Ecclef.  ad  againft  Plato,  feeriB  rery  much  to  difirelUb  hins^ 
^  5^^*    as  Cardinal  Bwrmim  affures  us. 

We  find  too  ,  that  Ju0tn  Mtartyr  ^  and  IJ^ 
H/iiv  his  Scholar ,  Atbmagpr0t^  B0r4kfim$s,  and 
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tfebo4  ocfaer  Apologifts^  who  about  the  thd  of 
the  Vit&,  mmI  during  all  the  Seoond  Ceotvry^' 
hadlbiiligiitily  cry  *<1  up  PiU/0^  were  not  very 
OnfaiMlenc  in  rtielr  Of^nioni^  but  fell  almoft 
aU  of  them    into  that  Errour    conoecning 
the  Myftery  of  the  Tri$u%  forwhkh  Arim 
Was  afterward!  condemned*    Tsiiai^^  who  had 
fo  couragioufly  defended  our  Religion  under 
Marm  AmteUm  became  the  Head  ofthe  Einers^ 
ti/hs^  being  led  afide  by  the  DoArlne  of  Flat^.  Zt.jbaidi 
tiftuiUn  fays ,  that  Atartim  form'd  a  Falfe  «^^^''/-  ^ 
i^n  of  God,  by  that  he  had  taken  ^rom  this  ^;^l^ 
Philofiwher.    S^eBim  became  a  Heretiek^  by  ^Mn  h^ 
his  obltinate  adherence  to  the  DoArine  ofref.c.r. 
Pi^i  he  defil'd  the  Purity  of  Cbrifiianity,  by 
his  Wild  and  extravagant  Conceptions  ^  zs  fair 
Water  is  poHuted  by  behig  mited  with  Mtud  TheoJ^ 
and  Dirt  i  as  tbeoUei  obfetires.    St.  iafil  ays,  'iSTi"** 
that  ?Ut6'^  Notion  of  the  Chaos  before  the  ^rTSU. 
Creation  ofthe  World,  inhis^V»^air «  where 
he  fpeaks  of  the  Earth ,  as  of  a  Canvaa  et*  AnJt  tU 
tended  for  the  Drawing  of  a  T\€boxt  on  It ,  is  ^f  j|*  •'•^ 
an  Errour  taken  from  the  firft  Words  of  Owe-  T/mlind 
fif ,  which  he  had  read*  wU Gei. 

The  Fathers  therefore  ofthe  Thud  4nd 
Fourth  Century  ,  who  were  fenfible  ot  Plato's  * 
Philofophy,  utterly  difcarded  it;  tho'it  had 
met  with  great   Approbation    amongft    thd 
dm^iOHs  oF  the  Firft  and  Second  Agei.    But 
it  became  more  flourifhing  than  ever^  among 
the  Heathen,  underthe  EmperctirSj  Gordian^ 
mUf  3  PaimM  and  JuUan ,  by  the  Works  of 
Tloimik^  who  was  the  firft.  and  moft  famoM 
Commentator  on  ?lat§.^  This  Viotmm  was  att 
Egyftimiy  who  had  fiudied  Philofophy  itiAlex^ 
mJria  under  that  Ampmftim  j  who,  from  a  Porter^ 
became  one  of  the  greateft  Philofophers  of 
\m  x\m$,in^  who  was  zQhrifiianXryfkonfirigen\ 
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Scholac,  accufes  Pio^mKr  of  having  ftole  what 

he  had  wroce  of  PAiro ,    fronl  Numeriim^  who 

liv'd  under  Antonint$i ;  but  Acilim  juftifies  him, 

in  a  Difcourfe  wtf^c  on  pufpofe.  However  it 

were,  Vlot'mus  in  his  Commentary  upon  VUto, 

has  explain  d  him  after  fo  excellent  a  manner, 

that, we  dare  affirm,  that  he  rais'd  his  Fame  in 

Galienus  his  Court.    For  the  Emperour,  and 

Emprefs  Sarmmey  had  (b  great  an  Efteem  and 

Value  for  Plotinus,  that  they  permitted  him  to 

eftablifli  the  Government  Plato  had  given .  an 

lJe0,  of,  in  his  Books   of  Commtmit^abb  ^  in  i 

City  of  half  ,  which  they  had  granted  him 

on  purpofc  that  he  might  try  the  Projcd/ 

But  this  Defign  came  to  nottung,  for  tpany 

Reafons   that   may    be  given^    Tho'  Piotinus 

redeem'd  the  Credit  of  Plato  in  this  Age :    for 

Recmlms  '^^^*  ^^^^  ^^^  School  tbofe  Uluftrious  Plato^ 

Fbliofophi   nijisof  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Century  came, 

nobilijimi,  jimeiius,  Porpbyrj ,  Jamblicus  ,  Sofattr ,  Proclus 

quibt^  FU-  and  DamafcHs ,   who  fucceeded  one  another, 

^Imtucu.   and  who  met  with  iiew  Allurements  in  Phi- 

7f,  noiui "  lofophy,  from  the  Favours  they  receiv'd  from 

runt  diet    the  Emperours,  and  efpecially  frorti  Julian  the 

'^.^¥^^J:    Apofiate;    whofe    Reign    was  the    more    fa- 

',';g  J;J  vourable  to  the  Plat onifis,  becaufe  he  had  fo 

bus  funt  '■  great  a  defire  to .  be  one  himfelf.  .  Before  he 

mbiiimi   he   was    made  Emperour,    he    undertook  a 

Grtf«,      Voyage  to  Athens ,  on  purpofe  to  put  on  the 

^ambUcluy  Gown  of  Philofophy,  and  to  be  initiated  into 

Forphyri'  '  their  Forms,  that  he  might  make  a  more  fo- 

««.  Aus-    lemn  Profeffion  of  it  •    and  when  he  came  to 

dc  civ.  1.8.  ijQ  Emperour,  he  prefer'd  Philofophers  to  Pofts 

^^*'.      of   Honour,   giving' them   a    Share  in  the 

Adminiftration  of  Publick  Affairs,  by  making 

them  Governours  of,  and  Intendents  over 

provinces* 

But. 
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Butthevaft  Credit  of  Flato  began  to  fink  , 
under  the  Succeffors  of  Julian y  under  Arcadia 
usy  Honmus^  and  the  two  Tbeodofi(ts*s ;  for  thefe 
Emperors^  being  Chriftians^  complied  with  the 
Opinions  of  St.   Cbrjfofiowe^  St.  Jerome,   and 
St,  Aufiin,  yrho  had  difcover'd  the  Falfcnefs  of 
that  Dodlrine.  'Tis  true  that  fome  time  before, 
the  Emperor  Confiantine,in  aHarangue  he  made 
to  the  Fathers,  aifembled  in  Council  at  Nice^ 
very  much  commended  the  Morals  of  this  Phi- 
iofopher,  and  abo^e   all  that  part  where  he 
fpeaks  of  the  Rewards  and  Punifhments  that 
''attend  Good  and  Evil  Adions  after  this  Life. 
But  it  was  never  intended  to  cry  down  all 
Plapo,  becaufe  there  was  fome  Danger  from 
fome  Pieces  of  hi$  Works  i  which  Danger  ne- 
ver more  appeared,  than  after  thofe  Reflexions 
that  were  made  upon  the  dreadful  Adventures 
of  AfoUonlus  T%yanausj    Tlothusy  Torphjryy  Jts^ 
lian  the  Afofiate,  Jamblkusy  Proclus,  and  leve- 
ral  other  Platonifis,  who  became  either  Magi- 
cians or  Atheifts.    Vlotinus  fufFering  himfelf  to 
be  feduc'd  at  Romt  by  an  zy£j^ptian  Prieft,    be- 
gan his  Enchantments  in  the  Temple  of  IJts. 
Tcr^hny  became  a  Perfecutor  of  the  Church, 
and  Julian  the  Emperor^after  he  had  renounc'd 
Chriftianity,  grew  a  ftrider  Obferver  of  Plato;     ^ 
for  thjs  Philofophy,  fuch  is  the  Foundation  of 
it,  by  the  Doubts  it  raifes^  and  hefitating  upon 
every  thing,  leads  either  to  Impiety  or  Pjrrho- 
nifin.     TTis  (aid  too  that  Mttximns  of  Epbefur, 
who  was  Julian  the  Emperor's  Matter,  brought 
him  over  to  Paganifm  by  a  fecret  Philofophy 
he  had  learn'd  from  Jamblicus.     But  this  Maxi^ 
mus  became  fo  odious  and  detettable  for  the  a- 
bominable  Principles  of  his  Philofophy,  which 
was  a  perfeft  Magick,  that  the  Emperor  F^- 
Untinian  order'd  him  to  be  piit  to  Death,  as  So^ 
G  g  3  ■  crates 
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grates  ohknu  in  bis  Hiftory.  We  kiajr  fini] 
likewife  in  one  of  tbe  Epigrams  of  Caiimaclmsy 
that  a  Peribn  nam'd  Cleemhr$tiis,  a  great  Fol* 
lower  of  Plf^tf,  threw  himfeir<lown  a  fieep 
Rock  out  of  a  pefire  to  die,  having  learn'd  to 
deipiil^Death  by  reading  this  Phtlofojpbeir*  All 
thefe  Adventar($  are  lufiicient  Infiances  to 
conrince  n$  of  the  Panger  of  this  Philo^ 
fophy. 

Towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Fifth  Centa* 
fy  therp  was  a  Bifliop  of  yhme  in  France^  called 
Mamereus,  that  made  a  Party  for  Tlato^  but  it 
came  to  nothing.  In  (hort,  this  Philo&phy 
was  entirely  difcarded  ander  Mamtius,  Tbocst^ 
Heraelltus^  and  even  to  the  End  of  the  Eighth 
Century,  The  Inpurfion  of  the  Gotbs  into 
Jtaly^  in  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Anafiafiusi 
the  Wars  of  the  Saracens  in  Ajia^  the  taking  of 
AUxanirls  by  the  Adtfjfulmam,  wluch  happened 
}n  the  ao  Ye^r  of  the  Heiks,  and  in  the  642 
ofoiir  Savioifr  j  the  Periecation  raised  againft 
Philofophers  by  the  Emperor  Leo  J^attrictts  in 
the  Year  750^  who  commanded  his  own  Ma- 
iler and  fever^l  other  Philofophers  to  be  burnt 
together  with  their  Books  |  thefe^  and  other 
fuch  Di%races  entirely  ruin'd  the  Study  and 
Credit  or  Philofophy,  and  bUfied  the  Repu- 
tation of  Blata,  even  in  thofe  very  Places 
where  he  had  {hone  with  the  greateft  Luftre. 
The  Ufe  likewife  of  the  Greek  Tongue  bqgan 
to  be  aboHlh'd  in  pSffpt  after  the  Conquefts  of 
the  Arabians^  under  the  Reign  of  the  Caljfh 
Valid,  who  kept  his  Court  at  DamafcHs;  tor 
this  Prince  having  given  out  Orders  that  the 
Greeks  ihould  ufe  no  other  Language  in  th^ir 
publick  Ads  but  Arahick,  it  much  increird 
that  Ignorance  which  pow  began  to  ovqrfpread 
all  grrw  and  Utah, 
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C  HA  P.    IV. 

T%e  Aipentures  dfihe  SeB  and  DoBrim 
(»/  Ariftodc  in  the  firft  0^ht  Oi^ 
furies. 

THE  Merit  of  Arifio^le  begaii,  as  I  have 
bpfore  obferv'd^  to  be  known  in  Rm$  by 
the  Diligence  of  AfUnmkm  in  recovering  h^ 
Writings,  and  jche  repeated  Enconiiuais  Ciecf 
in  (everal  Parts  of  his  Works  gave  him  i  but  it 
muft  be  acknowledged  that  'twill  rojuire  a  great 
deal  of  Time  and  much  Light  to  found  this 
vail  Abyis^  and  dive  to  the  very  bottom  of  it  i 
becaufe,  after  9IU  there  are  in  this  Author  a 
great  many  Clouds  to  be  difpell'd.  Difficulties 
to  be  cleardj  and  Thorny  and  Brian  to  be 
rooted  up,  which  was  the  Reafon  why  b^ 
pou  d  not  be  well  underftood  till  after  a  long 
Courfe  of  Sti^dy,  and  great  Application  of 
Thought  Weihall  hereprefent  you  with  an 
Account  of  the  Adventures  of  his  Sed,  and  of 
his  Philofophy. 

4tbenodprHS  of  Tarfis^  whom  Tlutarcb  men^ 
tionsy  was  the  firft  that^  in  the  Court  of  ^«rra* 
fius^  introduced  the^Categories  of  Arifiottey  bynis 
Commentaries  upon  them^  which  Simtlkki^ 
(peaks  of  with  great  Commenda^on.  Ttutarek 
iays,  that  NUholas  of  Efafnafcus^  a  great  Perifs* 
fefick,  and  much  in  Fayoi^r  yirith  the  Emperor, 
piught  him  4riftotle^  from  t^ofe  Books  he  had 
wro^  upon  bis  Dodrine ;  bi^t  with  little  Suo- 
<pe&3  th^t  Prince  being  affeaed  with  nothing 
]?ijt  the  yerfe^  of  Virgil  and  Horace.  Stnibp  fayt, 
that  during  the  Reign  of  Amfiasj  twq  oih^ 
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Philpfopbers^  Zenarcbus  zni  Atbm^eus^  both  of 
SeUucia  y  came  to  Ramt  tp  teach  Arijlotlts 
iPhilofophy^  IZenarcbus  having  taught  it  before 
at  Athens  and  at  AUppandria  i  for  all  thofe  ths^t 
were  Men  of  any  Abilities,  came  at  that  Time 
to  R(f?ne  to  make  themfelves  known^  as  I  have 
before  obferv'd.  There  was  not  any  one  phi- 
lofopher3  that  was  a  Follower  of  Ariftotle^  that 
gain'd  any  Repu(;ation  under  the  Heigns  of  7<r 
berius,  Caligula^  and  ClaUjMHiS.  r 

Ntro  h2ia  Si  Perifatetick  for  his  Mafter,  call'd 

A^xanAer  of  z/£gaay  as  S/ir/rf^asf  informs  us;  .  But 

this  Philofppher  had  not  Intereft  enough,  nor 

was  he  himielf  a  Perfon  of  fufficient  Credit  to 

bring  the  Doftrine;  of  Arifiotk  into  very  great 

Vogue,  at  a  Court  where  \Biirri«/  and  Seneca y 

both  Sfhicks^  had  fo  much  Power.    There  wasf 

likcwife  .one  Adrafi^s,  who  took  a  great  deal 

of  Pains  a^oiit  the  Writings  of  Arifiatky  to  put 

the  Books  in  their  due  Places,and  theChaptcrs 

in  their  natural  Order )  but  his  Work  is  loft, 

S^tiony  who  was  Senecas  Mafter,  forfobk,  to- 

^  gether  with  Sojigenes  and  •  Hermiptus,  the  Do- 

i^^nr.  ^""e  of  Pfato  for  that  of  Arrjfotle.     Atid  altho 

iioribus     the  Spirit  of  Intrigue  reign'd  very  much  dmpng 

fitti///He/.  the  Perfons  of  Quality  under  the  fucceedrng 

vidius  ie-  Emperors  ;  yet  there  was  found  in  the  Court 

^]i^lL  ^^  ^^^^'«^  ^  M^"  of  ^  v^ft  Genius^nam'd  *  Bel- 

inagnifico   *^idius  Prifctts^  who  apply'd  himfelf  to  Philofo- 

ihilofophiie  phy  ;  JVbf,  fays  Tacitus^  with  »  Dejign  of  waking 

iminefeg-^f  afpecious  Pretence  for  Sloth  and  Idienepy  ai  o* 

XeUrt^fd  ^^^^^  ^^*^  >  ^^^  to  Jrengthen  and  confirm   hi  Mind 

iuofirmior  ^g^^^^  ^be  varms  E'vents  vf  F^ortune'y  which  were 

ddverfus     vti^  frequent,  through  the»  Inconftancy  of  the 

fmuiu\     Emp6rors.     With  him  there  retir  d  from  Court 

fXet    ^"^-^-^  ^^^  ^^^  Son-ih-Law  Thrafeas,  in  orde? 

Tac.  1.^4.  to  profecute   the    fame  ^  Studies ,    Men   that 

Hifi:/     had  Souls  too  great  to  fee  fo  many  Difor- 
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ders  committed  in  the  Qovernment  M^thout 
Redrefs. 

The  Perfecution  rais'd  by  Domhlan  againft 
Philofophers  SLt'Rcme,  and  attended  with  a 
Contempt  caft  uponPhilofophy  it  felf,  broaght 
theStudy  of  it  into  great  Difrepute  through- 
out the  whole  Empire.  Biit  its  Credit  began 
to  revive  again  under  Adrian ,,  who,  amongft 
the  wife  Men  that  bore  any  Chara^er  at  his 
own  Court,  pf  whom  Fatmims  the  Peripatetick 
was  one^  made  himfelf  the  moft  eonfiderable 
Figure.  Ta$irus  of  Berytus,  who  wrote  a  Dif- 
courfe  concerning  the  Difference  between  the 
Philofophyxof  Plato  [and  Arifiotle  ^  fignaliz'd 
himfelf  in  the  Court  of  CwwwW/ij :  And  Sofi^ 
genes ,  Utrmiffus,  and  Alexander  Afbrodifeus  , , 
were  the  firft  Profelfors  of  the  Terifatetkh-^hx- 
lofophy  eftablifli'd  at  Rome  by  the  Emperors 
Marcus  Aurelius  and  Lucius  Verus^  as  Alexander 
himfelf  teftiBes  in  his  Commentaries.  This 
learned  Man  was  the  firft  that  open  d  the 
Paffage  for  that  Crowd  of  Commentators  that 
follow-dhirti,  of  which  he  was  himfelf  a  Man 
of  the  beft  Underftanding,  and  had  wrotd  the 
cleareft«  Galen  ^  Phyfician  to  the  Emperor 
Marcus  Antoninusy^  a  Man  of«  a  moft  fprightly 
Genius,  and  a  fine  Wit,  and  of  the  moft 
Learning  of  any  about  the  Court,  ftudied  the 
Docftrine  of  Arifioth  with  great  Application, 
and  wrote  very  learned  Commentaries  upon 
the  Works  of  that  Philofopher.  Alexander  of 
Damafcus  taught  the  Dodrine  of  Arifiotle  then 
at  Athens y  as  Ammonius  Saccas  did  at  Alexandria. 
The  Reputation  of  this  Ammonius  was  very 
great,  by  Reafon  of  his  extraordinary  Genius 
for  the  Sciences:  Having  made  himfelf  Mafter 
of  the  Dodrine  of  Plato  and  Arifiotle,  which 
|ie  had  joined  together,  he  was  the  firft  that 
i  gave 

y  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


.^5  S  A  C9mpari/on  of 


boti 


reRifcWa  mixc)  PUloiopby  compofiTd  of 
>tb3  which  the  M$n  of  Learning  afterwards 
«nibr;»c'dj  z%Tk$imi^  ^(^fh^f  SyrUn  oi  jikx^ 
snifri^i  am  his  Scholar  PrtMu^  whom  Simply 
m$  calls  the  Matter  of  his  Matters,  and  ic?e^ 
ral  others. 

At  this  Time,  which  was  io  remarkable  for 
omtneat  Mei^  the  Profundity  o(Arifi9ti4%  Ge« 
nius  began  to  be  known  by  the  unwearied 
Application  of  thofe  Men  of  Learning  that  had 
^udied  his  Dodrine,  and  ezplain'd  it  by  their 
jfZbgimentariesy  fuch  as  were  AfbrotUfeui  under 
^^onimu^  ^Ifs/tHt  uadot  Qonmiodtu  ^  Sfriofms 
und^fG^diam;  Parfbm  under  GaUetms  md  jiif- 
r^isM}  frocks vskdttjMliam^  tht  foQond Am90^ 
'ftm  his  Scholar,  who  had  writ  fo  well  upon 
the  Book  of  the  Jmerfretatim  oi4^ifi9tU.  under 
VaUmiifiuip  i  pidprnu,  «who  Wa^  St.  jirm$% 
Wftcr,  updeiGriftumi  TbemiftiiaJf  nndes  Jpvir 
nUm  atid  Vaknyt  St.  4»g»fiiM  under  Hmmms  ; 
pfymphJaras  under  the  young  Tie^JoJmfj  Simffi^ 
ms  and  Thikfmus  va^pt  Jnfim  and  Jufimum  } 
Bo$tius  under  the  £mperor  Anajtafimy  atid  JK^tng 
Tliodaricki  not  to  mentioH  4(c^^h  ^pfii^y 
Dixiffus^  Damafcus,  and  an  infinite  number  ot 
others.  All  thefe  great  Men,  who  for  their 
Learning  were  the  Glory  of  thefe  firft  A^es, 
contributed  very  much^  by  their  Writings,^  up- 
wards the  Advance  of  Arifiotk\  p0(£lrine,  and 
Its  being  made  publick  to  all  tlie  World  fw}vch 
the  more  it  was  known,  the  more  it  was 
fsfteem'd  and  valued.  The  ill  Treatoaent  the 
Profeifors  of  this  Philosophy  met  With  under 
the  Emperor  CaracalU^  w^  iipt  very  par ejiuii* 
cial  to  the  Se<^3  becaufe  of  the  mean  Opinion 
all  the  World  had  of  that  Prince,  who  by  his 
Extravagancies  bad  made  himfelf  odiop^  and 
ifont^ptible ;  for  be  bad  unjuttly  put  to 
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|>«ttl^  P^iMm  the  gimttft  M^ 

And  with  uoparaUera  Bmtalky  pc rfcciued  tU     -     " 

VlnuQUszndlMaMdMen. 

The  Opifliom  of  ^he  Chrifti«m  in  the  diree 
firit  Ages  were  not  fo  much  in  hyw^t  of  Arijh^ 
tU  as  of  Vlato  ;  but  in  procefi  of  cioie^  the  Re- 
jputation  of  Ari^ofk  increas'd^  in  proportion  to 
die  Number  of  thofe  that  applied  cbenifeWes  to 
the  Study  of  him»  as  on  the  contrary,  the  Cre«- 
dit  of  TlatQ  funk  upon.Exafninatton.  The 
Truth  \%y  the  Primittve  Father  at  firft  diftmr 
tuAArifii^k^^  a  Philofopher  that  attributed  too 
much  to  the  Senfes  and  to  Reafon^  and  ^g'd 
his  podrine  as  improper  to  be  conjoin'd  with 
Chriftianity,  iiiiich  required  an  entire  fubmi& 
p^of  ^eafon^  which  thi^  Philolbpher  had  too 

Such  confuked.    They  thought  him  too  Na- 
irai,  too  Refin'<L  too  Politick,  and  in  fliore 
too  much  a  PbHoiopher  |  infomueh,  that  they 
wou  d  not  admit  him  into  their  Libraries.  Tir-*  7^^ 
tullian  look^  upon  liim  as  a  mife^fak  Sophifi,  ^^]^(cdv 
under  whofe  ^ondu^  all  the  Enemies  of  ow  sewdn 
Faith  took  up  Arms  to  fight  in  defence  of  £p*  left  anf 
ror  J  and  believes  that  it  was  his  Dodrine,  ^^fpo^^ 
whichthe  ^polite, hi  the Eplftletathe  Ca/#. ^^^J-^^^ 
4»v^aav0es  the  Faithml  to  beware  of,  becaote  colofl!  &« 
of  the  Dahger  that  attended  it ;  which  Danger 
maybe  penceiv'd  from  that  Inftance  of  the 
Thiodofiams  under  the  Emperor  Stvents,  who 
made  ufe  of  the  Method  and  Reafonings  of 
4rifiotU  to  uphold  and  fupport  their  Error. 
'  The  dnrfocratians  were  condemn'd  for  ereAing  Bar*  An- 
a  Statue  of  this  Philofopher,   and  olacing  it  nal;  £^. 
near  an  Image  of  J^us  Cbrifi,  and  for  paying  ibi"' a*""' 
Adoration  to  him  out  of  an  extravagant  T^csA  aol  ^oS 
for  his  Dodrin?,    The  ty£liMs  were  excbm*- 
mnnicated  by  the  Church,  and  by  the  AriMs 
thcmfeWe^j  from  whom  they  had  feparated, 
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for  teaehiog  their  Scholars  the  Categories  of 
BufdH      AriftttU  as  a  Catcchifm.    The  Antinmians  vere 
Hift.C27.  arriT'd  to  fuch  a  height  of  Impiety,  as  to  pay  a 
greater  •Refpeft  to  this  Wife  Heathen  than  to 
the  uncreated  Wifdom. 

Origin^  in  his  Books  againff  Ctlfus,  at  the  Be* 
ginning  of  one  of  the  Firft  of  theip,  endea- 
vours to  cry  down  ArifiotU  among  the  Chrifti- 
0ns3  being  himfelf  very  much  prejudiced  in  fa- 
vour of  Plato.    For  he  found  too  much  Reaibn 
in  Arijifitles  Philofophy,  and  being  us'd  co  the 
fine  Flourtflies,    and  agreeable  Airs  of  Plato, 
he  cou*d  not  comply  with  him.    The  greateft 
Part  of  the  other  Fathers  we^e  of  the  fame 
Opinion  as  St.  Jujlin ,  in  his  Dialogue  to  Try- 
fbon  }  Sc.  Clemens  AUxandrinusy  in  his  Advertife- 
mencs  to  the  Gentiks ;  St.  Iren/eus^  in  his  Books 
againft  Herecicks ;  St.  Eufehius^in  feveral  pieces 
of  his  Works  j  St.  AtbanaJzus^zgSiinQi  Macedonian; 
St.  BajUySind  St  Gregory  of  N/Vtf,againft  Eunomius; 
St.  Gregory  Nazianz^n,  in  his  twenty  fixth  and 
twenty  feventh  Oration ;  St.  Epfbaniusj  in  his 
,.  fecond  Book  ofHerefies;  Kniy^in^in  his  Book 
againft  the  Arlans  •  St.  Arnbrofe^xn  the  firft  Book 
of  his  Offices ;  Sc.  Cbryfojfomefin  the  Epiftle  to 
the  Romans;  St.  Cjrri/^againft  the  Emperor  jf«/r- 
an,  and  an  itifinice  Number  of  others,   who 
found  fomething  to  fay  ^tg^in^  Arifiotk,  for  fear 
left  a  Character  of  his  Logick  inbu^d  be  too 
deeply  imprinted  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Chri- 
fiians  i  a  Logick  nice  in  every  Point,  and  di- 
re£Hy  contrary  to  the  Faith  which  requires  an 
entire  fiibmiffion.    They  believ*d  that  the  Do^ 
^ne  of  this  Philofopher.  might  eafily  be  per- 
verted CO  an  ill  U(e,  becaufe  they  did  not 
rightly  comprehend  it.     U^e^are  calN  Faitlfut^ 
Horn.  24.  (fays  St.  Cbryfofiome)  that  by  a  contempt  of  /&• 
In  jQhan.  pf^ne  Reafanwe  ftpaj  raife  our  fehts^a  the  heigbts 
af  Faith.  Howerer 
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HchnroreriA^theEndit  was  fbuiift^  tUir  Ms 
Art  oF  Rcafonteg  which -4ri)?£>^&  taught,  was 
OotfaUe  in  any  part  of  it,  but  w«»very  Solid 
and  Subftantial,  and  might  be  of  great  Senrice 
CO  Religion,  which,  though  fupertiatural,  was 
yet  conformable  to  Reafon.  Anatoliuiy  whote 
Eufdms  calls  the  moft  Learned  Man  in  YAi 
time,  and  who  was  afterwards  Bifhop  ofLoddir 
€e4y  was  the  firft  Cbriftian  that  taught  the 
Doctrine  of  ^rlfiiftk  ,at  Alexandria^  and  that 
made  him  .known  about  the  End  or  the  third . 
Century^  under  the  JReign  oi  VmUfian.  Th« 
Authority  of  this  Learned  Man  re-eftabliih'd 
Arifictles  Ccedit  in  u£gypty  and  got  him  Repu- 
tation in  balf^  ^limifiblus,  a  cel^ated  Terifa^ 
wick,  and  an  intimate  Friend  of  St.  Gr^rn^ 
JN;i2iifffi&f»'8  net  bemg  able  to  moilifip  the  oi^* 
durate  Heart  of  th^  Emperor  Valetis  againft  the 
Chriftians,  very  much  taiVd  the  Glory  of -<4ri- 
/a^/eiinder  the  Reign  .of  7bioJcJms,  who  did 
him  the  Honour,,  though  he  was  a  Pagan,  to 
entruft  him  with  the  otfe  of  his  Son  Areadius^ 
during  a  Voyage  the  youog  Prince  made  into 
Itdf.  St,  Jerome  (peaks  very  favourably  of  the  peripm- 
Dodrine  oiArifietle,  in  his  fecond  Book  againft  ticorumienf 
Telagius.    St.  Aufiin,  who  was  a  Man  of  fo  J?»^(*  ^^'- 

piereing  a  G^nius^  woU'd  never  have  beftow'd  57L> 
fo  much  labour  upon  this  Author^  had  he  not  tum  au- 
had  a  Value  for:hiip  ;  and  in  thofe  Books  he  thoritar. 
has  wrote  againft  CrefymikSyh^  very  much  blames  ^^H 
Dmatifius  the  Grammarian,  for  endeavouring  tq 
deprive .  the  Church  of  the  Ufe  of  Logick, 
which   was  fo  ferviceable  for  the  Defence  of 
its  Sacred  Truths.     Tleodoret  has  great  Encoroi-  xheod. 
urns  upon  that  admirable  Blind  Man  Didyntsfs  I  4-  Hii^* 
of  Alexandria,  a  Perfon  of  the  moft  Learning  ^^^^-  ^•*^* 
of  any  of  his   tirpe,  becaufe  he  underflood 
well  the  Doiftiine  of  ArifiotU  ;  He  commends 
•  him 


Digitized  by 


Google 


j{6%  A  Comparifw  of 

\&m  Ukdwife  Tor  litviog  lb  «karl]retf«iliM 

kirn  in  hisCommciiury^  widch  he  fPioce  about 

die  End  of  die  fourth  Cemury.    ViSltirbmij 

who  was  one  of  Si.  J»^%  MaAcn ,   ana 

whom  this  Fadier  reckons  j^mot^  die  £ode(U 

aftical  Writerr^  b^;an  to  tr;^nAace  mco  Laim 

Vwjhjrf\  Introduaion  to  die . Worka  €&.  Ari^, 

a  Treacife  Teiy  neceiary  for  die  UndeiftaiuKng^ 

of  lAm.     Fr^ix$suu  has  cranllaMd  iaeo  tiie 

^une  language  his  Boofa  of  .^<Mitfr^&lx.  ^ 

Son  Hift.     The  itoperor  Tbi^dolS^the  Yooi^cr^  wiio^ 

tccL       iocordliig  CO  die  Acocmnt  ^mmmmi  ^m^ai 

^^^^*      hm^  had  a  great  Love  for  Learnings  {em  for  a 

Twif^Hkh  Philofopher  nam'i  (Ulfim  firons  Omu 

to  teach  PhUofophy  at  JUsim^  for  whicA  ho 

^  gafc  him  a  confiderable  Penlioa    ThkEn^ 

^i^^H«».P^»»^>  »  Symma€bm  afibie  tts  in  his  Epiftles^ 

<i0ni»  oi.  took  great  care  to  procure  able  Men£rom 

mum  tfi,  Athtm  to  iHftrud  the  KtmMt  Youth^  and  to 

findif^  make  the  Lofe  of  Learifog  floadfh  under  hii 

iiUbtts  ^i^cign»    Inifie^  that  lUuftriaos  JCmmm^  j^o^ 

prMceptms  mi  B^tim^  who  was  three  dmes  Conmt,  after 

to  ^iic«  having  fttxlied  the  Pfcrilofophv  of  Anfi^d^  itk 

ttr?^*^  -i4^*of  /  for  eighteen  Yeaiis^  and^  dirougbly  con* 

\^ii''^  fider'd  it  with  great  Application  of  Thought^ 

tranflated  fome  of  his  Works  into  JLi/«ii.    Ro 

was  the  firft  that  introdac*d  this  Philofc^hy  m^ 

to  the  lA^n  Churchy  where  he  was  known 

only  by  the  Noife  the  Tranflatfons  and  Com- 

memariei  of  the  Qtttk  fpcerpreters  had  ma^cf 

in  the  World :  His  Reputation  in  a  ?ei^  little 

time  fpread  orer  all  haij.    So  that  AtiftatU  did ' 

not  begin  to  be  publickly  known  in  the  Wtft 

till  the  (ixth  Century  ;  and  it  waste  this  BcttU 

Its,  who  had  the  greateft  Genius  for  Learning 

beyond  any  oi  hk  timt,  thai  he  was  indebted 

for  his  Succefi  in  tiheft  ^m$* 
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l^t  althotigh^through  thcloduftiy  oi-Bcctims, 
k  great  many  were  indeed  brought  over  to  the 
Dodriiie  ot  Arifotk  wliich  was  at  that  time^  . 
with  fo  madi  jpertptciiity^  difplay'd  to  all  t\fb 
World  i  yet  luch  was  the  Unhappinefi  of  tha 
Age,  harrafs'd  wijh  the  Wars  oxis^^  and  iii» 
fefted  with  the  Ignorance  of  the  Illiterate  Em* 
l^rorsy  that,  from  Boitius  his  time  eron  to  the 
End  of  the  eighth  Century,  there  was  only 
St.  John  Dsmafcimu  under  the  Emperor  CoprM^-* 
wms  thUc  appear  d  to  have  any  Love  for  Phito* 
Ibphy.  He  was  of  Sjfria,  whem  theie  were 
ftill  fotne  remains  of  Learniog*  H?  apply 'd 
himfelf  to  the  Study  of  Jri/hfU^  god  made  ail 
Afendgment  of  his  Logick,  his  Mortify  ao4  hia 
other  Works,  but  the  IgfiocaiiQe  and  Stopt^inr 
of  that  and  the  fucoeemng  Age  wa»  ft>  eroto, 
that  thofe.  that  profefe'd  themfelves  Xften  oiLet-^ 
tet^  were  look'd  upon  as  Conjurers ;  M  Bit- 
l4mitkt  reports  of  Pope  Sjlvtfer  tJbeSeootody 
who.  utiderfiood  Philoibphy  and  Geometry^ 
From  hence  k  appears  that  Arift^tU  was  but  Ut^ 
tie  known  among  the  Qntk^  and  left  among 
the  iMm  Fathers  j  and  that  there  was  but  littler 
nfe  made  of  him  in  Matters  of  ReNgion  during 
dieie  firft  Centnries.  Let  us  i)owfeewha< 
Succefsfae  had  in  the  following  Ages;  and  to 
that  End  we  will  examine  whi^  has  been,  the 
Fortune  of  F&1/0  and  Ari^h  m  thefe  lattef 
Days* 
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CHAP.     V. 

^t  Opinions  of  the  Learned  of  the 
eight  laji  Centuries  upon  the  DoHrine 
of  Plato. 

THE  iad  ahd  difmal  Eftate  of  Greece  and 
Italy  k)  tfacfe  latter  Ages^  occafionci  by 
the  terrible  Revolatiom  of  thofe  two  Em- 
pires, allow'd  neither  time,  nor  indted  fo  much 
as  Libeitjr  to  thofe  that  had  a  Genias  for  Learn- 
ing, to  apply  themfelves  to  it.  The  Confofi- 
on  of  rt^  Times  rais'd  a  Confuflon  in  the  Studies 
of  Phiiofophy,  even  amongft  its  Profeflbrs. 
Zonaris^  in  the  third  Tome  of  his  Hiftory^ 
fpeaks  of  jk  Philofopher  call'd  Leoy  who  in  the 
ninth  Century, under  the  Emperor  Mkbatly  and 
the  Emprefs  TbeoJars  his  .Mother,  beoime  ^- 
tnous  at  Con/fantinopU  by  the  Zntereft  and  Fa- 
vour of  Bardos the  Emperors  Unde,  who  was 
a  Lover  of  Learning.  This  Leo  was  6i(hop,of 
Tbeffaknicd  I'^tht  Emperor  was  ntade  fenfible 
of  hi!»  Merit,  by  the  preffihg  Inftances  of  the 
King  of  t\it  Saracens  y  who  beg'd  hinfi  of  the 
Court  that  he  might  inftrud  him  in  the  Scien- 
ces. Pbotius,  who  was  afterwards  Patriarch  of 
Canfiantincple^  and  the  moft  Learned  Perfoh  of 
his  Time^*  was  an  Eminent  Man  in  the  fame 
Reign ;  but  neither  was  the  Patriarch  noi;  the 
Biflipp  fuch  Profeflbrs  of  Philofophy  as  to  ad- 
Kerevcither  to  that  of  Plato  or  Arifioile.  The 
defire  of  Learning  was  quite  extind  among 
the  Ecclefiafticks  in  the  tenth  Century  ;  for  the 
Church  envying  a  profotind  P6ace  there  wa^ 
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Hotliifl^ :  tP  fiir  up  that  Etriulacioti^  whick  g<;^ 
Atrally  adrancies  tearnjing.  ' 

berc^ftW  Learned  lind^  the  eleventh- Centu^ 
ty,.  apjjh'd  Jritnfeif  with  jgrdit  Induftifjr  to  th^ 
Stu^ or  fkio  *  but fceinghb body  ap^r d ift 
Difpttte  againft  him  Qpdn  the  Opitiibtas  he  en^- 
certain'd  ofthac  Aucho^^  he  fell  to, Writing  np^- 
on -rlr#y?(rffc  ind  other  Subjects..   Hi^oSt.vmef^ 
a  Man  well  Ters*d  in.L^tters,,  gavciis  ionic  Iw- 
nuefidb's  in  his  writings,  by  Wfiich  we  might 
concliide  that  be  Winlelf  was  not  hifhiy  af-  ^ 
fcded  with  the  Merit  gfPZdife,  and  that  he  did 
iioc  mightily  approve  bf  h!$  Doflriiie.    We      v  • 
6nd  t6o»  much  about  the  fame  timd  tiiat,  in 
the  Engageftients  Su  Bitmard  had  *rith  IdhilUrJ, 
an  eminent  Divine  of  the  Faculty  it  Pom,  the 
latter  had  this  Refledibn  msde  upon  I^im,  that  bm  miiU 
by  fiich  vain  Attempts  to  prove  Plafo  4  Cbrffti-  '^^  f^¥* 
an,  he  was  in  dangir  bf  proting  hlfefelf  a  ^fTtt^t 
Heathen,    it  Is  obfcf  v'd  like  wife,  that  St.  Ittr.  ZZ  chrt 
inafz^^W^  himfelf  to  the  Study  of  flato  in  hil  fUnutn, 
Time  j  but  *twas  only  with  a  defign  to  rcfutfe  /^  pohai 
the  Idea's  and  fome  other  of  the  Opinions  of  ^^''^f\ 
that  Philofopher  upon  Metaphyficks,  whidh  in  noc  Fpift; 
his  Judgment,  did  not  feem  to  carry  with  them  i^d. 
tnuch  Solidity. 

In  fcorti  whether  it  t*ere  the  Calto  in  which 
theChur^  Conrinued  for  fome  of  tfie  follow- 
ing Centuries,  that  gave  inore  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Doftors  to  Study  the  Pathers; 
and  make. their  !lefle(^ionsi^on  the  Opinion^ 
they  had  entertain'd  of  the  Do(5^rine  of  Tlatt>i 
^  which  had  appear'd  fo  dabgercus  j  or  "Whether 
the  Genttis  ot  thofe  ti,i«s  did  not  incline  Meri 
to  the  Study  of  that  Philofophy,  whatever 
Rcafon  may  be  aflign'd,  certain  it  jS^  that  M 
was  entirely  lay*d  afidc  till  the  fourteenth  Cc* 
Hh  tiry^ 
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tuty,  ta>yhkhtbccofitinu4  Waii^iathe  Eafii 
the  taking  of  C^fiantmopU  t>y  this  X^h^  the 
CoiUicil  of  B^y  and  the.  Council  ^fHhreace, 
brought  into  611^  the  mofi  Learned:}^  dfall 
Grteci,  who  .contributed  not  a  Uttltf  towards  the 
Reviving  of  Plato  s  Glory y  andthe  R^eftibliCd- 
'  ing  of  the  Reputation  of  hi$  Do^me  in  the 

The  moft  confidefiablp  among  ihoie  Grtth 
that  qisie  into  halj^  were  John  ArgjfrojfoU^^  to 
whom  the  great  C^mc  de  Medkis  committed  the 
Education  of  his  two  Sons;  Emaniul  Chyfi^ 
Urf^  the  iirft  that  Revived  the  Love  of  Learning 
in  Italy  yTltoicrus  of  Gas^  and  Gictg^Qj  Tre^ 
hifond  ^  both  very  2xalous  tor  the  !Dodnne  of 
ArifitaU  J  Befarum  Arch-bilhop  of  ^f,  and 
V^riaxcn  of  Can/antinofUy  and  Gn^iflm  TUtbon. 
Beffarion,  who  was  a  great  Admirer  of  PA^r/^. 
having,  heard  the  Name  of  Arl/iotU  mentioned 
with  AppUufe  in  the  Council  of  Fkrmce^  and 
underftanding  that  tho  moft  Celebrated  Father 
in  the  Lfitin  Church  St.  Tiomas  had  writ  a  Com- 
menjtary  on  his  Docftriney  feemn  muchaftp* 
nilb'd  at  it.  But  He  was  more  furpriz  d  when 
hr  faw  the  Works,  of  George  of  TrebsfonJ,  who 
in  a  Comparij[btv-bets^^en  Plato  and  ArlJlotU, 
which  lie  had  then  publiHrdy  gave  all  the  Ad^ 
vantage  to  AriJIotU.  This  oUtg  5I  the  Patt^arch 
to  make  an  Apology  for  Plato^  in  -that'e^cceL- 
lent  Work  he  entitles  Againft  tbe  Calunmiatqr. 
This  great  Man  had  prevaird  upoa  John  Pakor 
logus  then  Emperor  m  Confiantinofk,  to  treat  of 
an  Accommodation  with  Pope  EugenmVf^, 
for  the  Re-union  of.  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Churchy  and  anfwer'^  with  much  2Seal  and  a 
great  deal  of  Warmth  the  Cavils  and  Objcfti- 
ons  of  Mark  of  Bpbefus^who  oppos'd  theDedgn^ 
for  which  the  Pope  made  him  a  Cardinal.    He 
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maie  ufe  of  all  thofe  Advantages  his  Chara- 
de hcd.^iven.hiin^  to  raife  the  Reputation  of 
Tlat0.  m  the  .Coaif  of  Rome,  and  in  that  of  FZ^ 
renifivtb^  laft  of  which  had  a  Value  and 
Efteeitulbr  Leirniqj^  aod.  Learned  Men^  and 
was  alflwdy  prp)udic4>  Jn  Fay-our  of  PAi/<?,  by 
AfgrmoUf*\  \ 

Sue.  nothiQg  fo  much  raisM  the  AlFedH 
on  this  .X>UkQ  of  Fhrenee  had  ji^or  the  Philofo- 
phyioiPhto,  as<  the  t>ikonr(e  Gwrifius  Phtho^ 
mmc  upcm  that  DoAdnc^  4n  his  Prefence. 
Mmr$ilim.^mufy  his  Phyfiaaq-s  Spn  i^haying 
ai&fted  at  one  of  thefe  Difcourics,  at  Thirteen  Proqem*in 
Vears  of  Ag?, ,*id appcanngoiuch  delighted f ^^^"- ** 
with  ftQhPerfprro«ces,jastl)e  himfelf  con*  JfgJI 
feiTas  \n  bis  Preface  to  VUtim  j,  the  (preat^ 
C^fino  caird  him  his  Interpreter  upon  flato'i 
andorder'd  that  he  ihoa'd;  h«  furmih'd  ^fi^th 
the  Commentaries  of  Tkfinus,^  ^  to  prepare  him 
for  that.  Sti\dy..  He  made  l^m  Chief  of  the 
Academy  he  (hen  defign'd  to  tx^ikm  that  Re* 
publick  for  tlje  Teaching,  of  ?latd%  Dp^nei  , 
and  affign'd  him  ^.Penfion^wl^icb  wf s  conftant*  ' 
ly  paid  him  from  that  very  Ycar^  The  Love  and 
Efteem  which  this  Prince  and  his  Succefforsj 
Titer  ^  Johwy  and  Laurence  de  Medicu  had  for  • 
Vkfa:  The  Writings  d  Marciim  Fichus, qn 
the  podlrine  of  this  Philofppher ,  together 
with  thofe  of  Cardinal  Beffarkn  and  Tktbm, 
which  were  highly  valued  ,  very  much  re- 
vived the  Credit  of  Vlatoin  Itafy;  to  that  moft 
Learned  Men,  that  w^eof  any  Reputation^ 
became  PAtf^//j  as  John  Ca^alcante,  Angtlus 
Fjdifum,  Cardinal  Cufa,  John  PicusJe  Miranduk, 
Tcmfenams  Profeffor  of  Padua  ,  Jenm  Fracc^ 
iter,  a  great  Poet,  and  a  famous  Phyfician^  and 
Pupil  to  P^mfmacius  ,  Cardan  ,  Aretine  y  Frede- 
rick Duke  oiVrbin,  James  Mazzonius  Profeflbr 
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o£Tifd\  Who  his  wrk  ho4k  nfcn  Phta^  mA 
Ar^^.    yerc^  VoHMtus  oiVtrtms i  ^vMlo  has 
pDblilk'^  ft  Xitttifi:  concerning  tb6  Oifierenco 
of  their  Phitofophy^  Cremamttsi  fatrtihu,  dnd 
a  !»rg6  Number  of  feveral  ochtt'  Learned  KCea 
diftt  flourifii*d  in  hktf  in  the  FifctOiidiGetw 
cury^  .For,  as  the  Houfe  oiMeJimwoxsU 
bute^  much  to  thd  £fta1>Hihnie»€i0f*]jeattnng, 
partly  by  the  Lesmk^g  of  i«^  Pifitioe^ .  and 
partly  by  their  MumficMice  *  to^  M6n  of  Lec« 
ters;  fo  that  the  gteateft  pact'  bf  thctfe  that 
appl/tf  themfeWes  to  it,  ermrac^d  their  C^ 
nions/and  favout'd  the  DoArkie  ti(PlaUi 
winch  was  tk>W  efteefnV)  fe  ^eafant  and 
agreeable;  and  fo  Isgentous,  that  It  became 
the  ^niverfd  Study  of  alt  the  Men  df  fine 
Parts; 
j^ggy  j^        However,   iti  the  end  ,    MmrcUm  Reims ^ 
frovidentii  tfanfported   with   this   Philofopby ,   carried 
DiviniJe  things  too  faf.    For  he  f60  v^nlf  icftagtn'd. 
cr^,  u$  ^h^^  ^  Doarinc  of  Fakh  might  ik^  fop. 
imltmim   por^^d  by  the  Opinions  of  this  l^ilofopher; 
ingenid,     Hc  faid  ,  that  the  Dialogue  of  Oitnt  was  a 
^uafoii     Summary  of  the  Gofpel;  and  undeitocA  to 
i^^mbc'  ^^^^  ^^^  '"^  Incomprehenflblcj  ^tid moft 
fitatib£ud  Inexplicable  ofalA  our  Myfteries,  theMyftery 
facili  ct'  of  tlie  Trinitv  ,   by  the  DoAtine  of  f^Uta* 
dun,  F/i-  He  pretended  to  (ilence  the  Spirks  of  thofe, 
Tmrlu^  that  refitted  the  Authority  of  JESUS  CHRIST, 
nibJ'reii-  ^7  *^  Authority  of  Phtos    Thefe  Extrava- 
gim  <i.   gances  openVi  many  Peoples  Eyc«,  and  let 
mdumfuf^  them  fee,  that  this  Philofophy  incSn'd  its  Pro- 
brnMuie--  ^^^^"  ^^  Infidelity  J  who  engag'dto  ibpport 
f€ant.%i-'  a^d  maintain^  by  fo  weak  an  Authority, wli^. 
cin.FK<»(rOT.  ever  was  in  our  Religion  meft  difficulit  to 
4i  Plat,    comprehend.    Twas  this  Doftrine^  that  drew 
^  '^'"    Ticus  de  Mhrandtda  J  who  was  fo  great  an  Ad- 
mirer of  it ,  into  En?or  j  Jrttim  into  Liberti- 
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locrMuliQfv  jCatimy  a  Pbyfician  of  P^^yi^ji 

wl:ta  hj4  conpo^'d  a  nixi;  kiod)  of  PhUoiapby; 

madeinp.Qrjtt^icial  AilrdLogy^  and  cptk^^^edf 

fram  tUe  Aocienc  Philofop^ni  of  ^lSe^$j^ 

taugb^(  lundor  L90  the  Tei]^,;that  there  were 

tertaix^  Dfilrit^  in  (he  Air^.  cloach'd  with  Itttt^ 

fubtil  Bodies ji  Jike  thin  CIoad$$  which  Opi^ 

nioo  ha,  had  49riv*d  from  P/^  with  ff ver^l 

dther  i^fwgp  FaoQes,    ^^i^  meiitions^  (hefe 

hi&Chim^ah\nh\^BibU»th^  tha^ 

his  Notip^jspocdrnii^g  the  Imiportatity  of  the 

Soul  wM-v<(ry^mach  foipe^ed^^  and  thatj  not* 

withftandj^:  his  Ijirga  j3hat«  of  WiiAqm^h^ 

pafsVl  for  ^l^itooary  iti  iHaiiy  things. ;  Tbu3 

was  thisJ^Upi^phy  loutid  to  be  not  only  v^n  irr 

it  iCblf>but  oi  dangerous  Qoaieqiiencc^in  the  U(e 

chat  might  be  made  of  it,  w«|e  not  great  care 

cakesn^    This  pbli^d  Cardinal  Bcllaminey  who 

was  a  Man  of  the  moft  fpliil  Judgment  of  any 

in  his  tifne^to  divertPope  ClemiMtVllLfUflio  bui^ 

the  College  ot  Sa^ew^  in  J^^mh,  from  foundh^ 

ing  a  Chair  therG3  for  the  T^^hing  of  the  Qor 

drine  oiPlat^,  And  we  find  in  the  Memoiis  o£ 

M-  Camay $ythM  one  ]^rWi,a  Noble  Man  ofVcnkM^ 

being  (ent.AmbafTador  by  the  Republick  ^ 

H^nry  the  Great,  did^before  hts  departure  from 

that  Court^  intercede  with  the  Kipg,  t^^it  by 

his  Permiitton  an  baUan,  Do<!):or,  one  ofhtt 

Friends,  might  come  and  Teach  the  Phiio^ 

phy  of  Vtato  at  Taris  ;  which  he  affur'd  his 

Majeftjr  he  well  underftdod,  and  had  long 

ftudied.    But  the  King  being  advis'd  by  his 

Council,  of  the  Danger  that  might  arife  from 

giviog  too  much  Credit  to  this  Philofophy, 

wou'd  not  grant  his  Confent. 

In  fine.  Father  Petau,  a  Divine  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Jefus ,  in  the  firft  Chapter  of  the 
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ftoond  yolomc  of  his  Maxiim^  reprtfi:^  tibe 
Danger  of  Stadving  of  Plato,  iirichoQt  ftui4* 
ing  upon  oar  Gi^i^rd^   and  iheWsusto^H^hat 
Exceis  ihevareiabjea^  and  to  whafcExtra* 
▼agances  they  are  hutried^  who  too  much 
fabmit    their   Judgments  '  to    th«  Opinion 
of  (his  Philofopher :    Ail  which  he  proves 
from   the  Writings  of   the  Father  \    and 
from  their  Notions ;  and  from  the  4d  Exam* 
pies  of  others.    But  to  conclude  our  H^ry  ^ 
che  DoArine  of  Plato ,    is  very   little  u(ed 
in  this  prefent  Age ;   Fate  and  Deftitiy  having 
confined  it  to  the  libraries  ^  and  lock'd  it  up 
in  the  Clofcts  of  fome  Dechumers^who  tioumk 
in  the  Bench  ^  or  at  the  Bar ;   for  truly  Plato's 
Difcourfes  are  brisk  and  lively^  and  fliine  forth 
with  a  great  deal  of  Luftre : .  But  his  giving; 
us  only  the  Appearances  of  Truths  leaves  the 
Minds  of  thole  that  read  him  in  a  great  Un- 
pertaincy,  ^s  to  the  Reality  of  thofe  Things  he 
treats  oft    There  is  nothing;  in  all  txis  Do- 
arine  folid  and  iubftamial^  tho'  he's  pleafant 
^nd  diverting.    The  only  Ufe  that  can  be 
made  of  Plato,  is  that  which  St.  ^ujiin  made  of 
bim ,   the  reducing  of  thofe  Things  he  treats 
6f  CO  Pcrfeftion  by  their  Idea's,  in  order  to  form 
true  Portraitures.  Plato  is  likewiic  ferYiceable 
in  furnifliing  the  Eloquent  with  bright  Expref- 
fions.-  Having  nothing  farther  to  obferve  up- 
f>n  this  t'hiloibpher^  I  return  to  Jrifiotk, 
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C  H  A  P.     Vf. 

The  Ofnnions  of  the  Learned  of  the  Eight 
Lafi  Centuries^  upon  the  DoBrine  of 
Ariftotle. 


TH  E  Adventures  of -rfr(/?(?ri^  were  fb  ra- 
rious  and  unaccountable  in  tbefc  lafl 
Ages^  that  we  cannot  without  fome  difficulty 
comprehend^  how'cis poffible.  that  in  fuch  a 
Space  of  Time  there  cou'd  be  fo  many  diP- 
rent  Judgments  form'd  upon  the  fame  Perfbn. 
^ox  never  was  any  Philoibpby  treated  at  the 
(ame  l^ime  with  more  Honour,  or  more  Infa- 
my, than  that  of  Ariftotle  z  the  Hiftbry  of  it 
is  very  furprizing.  The  Paucity  of  Learned 
Men  in  the  Ninth  and  Tench  Centuries,  the 
Ignorance  of  the  Greek  Tongue,  and  the 
Scarcity  of  good  Manufcripts  ot  the  Commen* 
taries  upon  Arifictle,  put  a  great  Stop  to  the 
Progreis  of  his  Dodrine;  Men  wou d  not 
truft  his  Interpreters ;  without  confulting  the 
Original  Text.  BeHdes  all  this,  his  Doiftrine 
was  fo  fubtil ,  or  rather  fo  profound ,  and  his 
Stile  fo  harfli ,  fo  clofe  and  concife ,  that  it 
required  great  Attention  and  Application ,  fo 
that  many  were  diverted  from  itf  The 
inoftUnderitanding  Men  of  thofe  Times  imi* 
tating  tiie  Primitive  Fathers,  who  had  neg« 
leded  this  Philofopher,  look'd  upon  him  as  not 
worth  their  Examination;  and. were  fufpi* 
cious ,  like  thofe  Fathers ,  that  a  Philofophy 
that  depended  fo  much  upon  Nature,   the 
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Senfes^  and  upon  Reaibn  ,  cou'd  be  pf  very 
little  Service  to  Religion.  The^e  were  lik6* 
wife  a  fort  of  half-witted  People^  a  People 
(hat  had  but  a  flight  aod  foperfidal  Know- 
ledge of  Things^  who  undertooI(  to  cry  dowjQ 
this  Philpfophy  ^  becaafe  they  un((lerftood  it 
not.  Such  was  the  ^ate  and  Conditioiritf 
^ifiotlc  in  the  I^tm  Church;  a  Chi|rchthat 
Cou'd  Docboafl  of  many  Learned  Men;  Idleneis^ 
or  the  Cairo  aod  Quiet  thev  enjoy*d^  having 
funk  thdr  Spirits.  It  muft  be  confe&'d^  thai 
th?  Simplicity  that  reignM  m  tha^  Ago^  0&6r 
pally  inithe  Cburchj  and  wkluQ  the  Afpnafte^ 
ries>  wHere  alone  werp  tbp^en.of  I^eacnii^ 
^ere  tQ  be  met  with »  coud  sot  fall  in  ao4 
pomply  with  the  Reafonings  ofAriJtotk,  which 
feem  a  to  infpire  a  Spirit  of  Contradi^on, 
dire<^]y  oppofire  to  the  SubmiflSon^  aiid  entire 
Rdignation  of  Faith.  'Twas  this  that  obUg'4 
^ern^ri^  and  Otto  Bi/hop  of  TburUma ,  to  ac- 
claim wth  fo  much  y^eal  againft  J^^ij2aril/an4 
tmetit^p  Biflxop  ol'Pci^iers ,  for  having  cor* 
lupted  their  Minds  with  a  ^Ife  i^^gicib^whicli 
tliey 'hf(J  Jearn'd  by  ftudying  oiArlAQtU. 
.  The  Qjrtehj  who  agi^in  flouriui  a  in  the  Ele-? 
venth  X  ind  iome  of  the  fucceeding  Centuries^ 
)iad  better  fiudied  Arijiotk  ,  from  tbofe  adrai-^ 
lable  Ci9mmencacor$  of  the  firft  Ages  j,  whon^ 
f hey  carefully  read.  Their  Language,  which 
was.  ftill  'preferv'd  entire  iq  ConStaminofU ,  not- 
withft^pding  the  Wars,  was  ofgre^t  Service  tQ 
theim,  in  keeping  up  a,  Gorrefpofl^eiice  be-r 
pwecq  j^rii^i?f/f  and^his  Conxment^tprs..  Yec 
jherjCi  were  but  a  few  amongft'thp  Xearnc4 
jthat  apply'd  thepifelves  tp  tbeStwdy  of  thi$ 
jPhilolophy  :  The  moft  that  laberur'dinjt  were, 
JSifemi^f  under  the  Emperour.Co^i/Z^rii^e^'A^fi- 
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tmmiiltJk;iMi00l  ofJ^ktfm;  tbodt  the  Rcigiiof 

tfa0f  Om^u/f>$  tnf€fi$9m  BkmmjJes  vmJi€t  ^X 
BmperQuv  j^h  JhimJ&^fi^UMi  Bifiiop  ciTi^s^ 
knifiayXiMtAtiiKifmjVaho^ktrh^  i^d  wore  the 
Impeiial:  Purple/'  became  x  Redttie  upon 

Metoibks  y  Gwg0  of  Cyfrna ,  Gbilof  of  Efbtfm^ 
Dam$l  Cjzigmif,  Glym,  Qregmoiy  Plam^a^  and 
fcvoral  ochers  under  the  fucceeding  Einpe^ 
tout%  >  who  all  added  to  the  Credit  of  Arifto^ 
;iV  in  i;he  Gr<tfii  Church. 

Qut  the  Reputation  of  dm  Great  Man  had 
extended  ic;  felf  wttbgrtater  Splendor  over  all 
'  4ifim  amongft  the  Araij  and  A^ors.    For  il/^ 
^ifii^^    who  in  the  Seventh  Century  beins 
nuldjQ  General  <^  an  Army,   had  pretended 
iiimfelf  a  Prophe»^  and  eftabliihed  a  new  Re^ 
tigion  by  Fire  and  Sword^  made  way  by  his 
CQii^ue(t$  for  the  Love  of  Learning  in  Courn 
triffi  where  it  had' been  much  negleded  j  a 
thing  that  generally  attends  Power  and  Sue- 
Q^.    The  firft  C^fyfb  of  his  Succef&rs  that 
wa(  ob^'d  to  be  this  way  uiclin  d^  was  Jl" 
iM«3^>.  the  Founder  of  £iij^4^>  of  the  Family 
of  Ben^Jiof,  who  began  to  reign  in  the  Year 
of  the  Eika  I  iTy  and  in  the  Year  of  ou^  Lord 
7  f  f .    He  joined  to  the  Study  :of  the  Law,  that 
isj  of  the  Alewr0ny  which  was  the  only  Study  of 
bis  PredeceiTors,  that  of  Plulofophy  and  Aftro-* 
Domy.    The  Culyph  AMalla,  who  began  to 
(^ninthe  Year  8if,  fent  Ambaffadors  to 
the  Emperor  at  C^jtaniinofliy  to  requeft  of  him 
fome  Bocfks  of  the  Sciences  ;  which  having 
obtain'd,  he  gave  .Orders  to  have  them  tranfla- 
ted  into  his  own  Language,  to  (Kr  np  the  Peo- 
ple to  the.  Love  of  Learoihg.  -  Nor  were  his 
jjEndeav<)urs  in  this  Affair  ineifedfual;  for  his 
Reign  pfoduced  many  Philofophers,  and  feve- 
Tftl  very  able  Phyficians,  There 
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There  are  ibme  Hiftortans  amongft  tfie  iT 
mk  thatafiinn,  that  Atsbmmt^  by  his  Law^  for 
had  the  Study  of  Leaming^^  the  better  to  con** 
ceal  the  Abuirdities  of  his  Religion  under  a 
Profeffion  of  Ignorance }  but  that  the  CafypB 
jilmmmn ,  or  MMmon ,  reritr*d  the  Love  of 
Learning  upon  ah  Apparition  that  appeared  to 
him  by  ^ight  in  the  Form  of  Arifiotk^  encou* 
raging  him  to  the  Study  of  Philofophy.  This 
Caly^  haying  defeated  the  Emperour  Michael^ 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  made  this  one  of  the 
Articles^  that  there  (hon  d  be  a  Communica- 
tion of  their  Books.  It  was  he/ if  we  may 
l^ve  any  Credit  to  Scaliger,  that  commanded 
the  Jlmapft  of  Ptclamjf  to  be  f ranflated  into  his 
Language^  in  order  to  teach  his  Subje^s  Agro- 
nomy. ♦ 

So  that  the  Sciences^  which  had  pafi'd  from 
Gnece  into  Itafy,  pais'd  from  b0fy  into  Jfiica, 
together  with  the  Government  which  conti- 
nued in  that  Part  of  the  World  to  the  Y^ar 
zif  8|  at  which  time  BagJat  was  uken  by  the 
Tartars.  But  a  Love  forjLearning  ,  and  an  Af- 
ledion  for  the  Sciences  ftill  remain  d  under  the 
Kiri^s  oit^gffty  F€x,y  and  Morocco ;  and  thofe 
very  Ages  that  were  the  Times  of  Ignorance 
in  Europe^  were  the  grand  t^ras  of  Learning 
in  Afrka  and  ^gyft.  For  in  thofe  Times  there 
appear  d  in  thofe  Parts  a  vaft  multitude  of  Phi- 
lotophers,  who^  by  their  Commentaries^  con- 
ferrd  noiinall  Honour  on  Ariftetles  Doflrine 
in  Africa^  where  it  was  very  little  known. 
The  moft  eminent  and  moft  celebrated  of  thefe 
Philofophers^  were,  Alfarahim^  Algax^l,  AUnf- 
pMZar^  AiamKmiJeSy  Alkindm^  Atb^agar^Albefh- 
cini  or  Avicenna ,  and  Averrots.  Alfarabim 
having  found  the  Books  of  ArifiatUs  Phyficks 
in  Mefifotamia^  read  them  forty  times  over ; 
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gfyS:  dttt  he  hdtd  read  them  OTcr  fb  often, 
wrbliil^.the  End^  Hha  bt  was  tead/ io.rtadibem 
exf^  Mgsin^    A^oteennaMA  Avenots  fignaliz'd 
rbetnfelves  beyond  all  others^  not  only  by  their 
Cbmmeritaries,  but  likewife  by  that  Afre^on 
which^  from  their  Writings^  they  appeared  to 
have  for  the  Perfon^  as  well  as  for  the  uodrine 
x£  Arifi^Uxhy  which  means  they  advanced 
the  Credit  of  ihisPhilofopher  to  fuch  a  Height, 
chat  Unirerflties  were  founded  for  the  teaching 
of  the  Philofophy  ofArifiotle  at  Conjtanfine^  TV* 
nu^  Tripcfy,  Fez^^  and  Morocco.    Ticm  de  A£ram*  Pic.  Mir, 
JuU  auuri^  us,  that  the  Arabs  had  fo  great  an  *'  ^^Li 
Efteem  for  the  Books  oiArifiotle^  that  when  ^*^^^^ 
once  they  underftood  the  true,  Value  and  in- 
trinfick  Worth  of  them,  they  forlook  all  o« 
thers^    *Tisfaid  that  ^xricoiM  learnt  by  Heart 
thc^ok^oi  MetafbyJUhy  out  of  a  great  Af^ 
fe<%ion  he  had  for  thofe  Works,  on  which  he 
fet  the  moft  Value.  :         - 

This  was  the  State  and  Condition,  in  which 
thefe  People  beheld  the  Dodrine  of  Ari^otU 
in  thoie  Parts,  where  their  Governtiient  was 
uninterrupted  for  the  Spate  of  Five  hundred 
years,  during  which  time  they  were  Mafters 
.  of  the  World.  For  they  extended  their  Gon- 
iquefts  into  5^iii}f,  where  the  ilf(?0rx  introduc'd 
an  AfFedion  for  Learning.  They  founded  a  - 
College  at  Cordova^  which  in  fucceeding  Ages 
became  famous  ;  and  tht  Sfaniards  brought  a- 
long  with  them  into  France  the  Commentaries 
cfAviccfma  and  Averroes  on  the  Philofophy  of 
Arifiotle,  which  was  then  little  known ;  but 
byreafoaof  the  different  Taftes  of  thefe  latter  ^ 
Ages,it  met  there  with  firange  Revblutioiis  and 
Adventures,  as  well  as  in  bafy. 

The  Books  of  AriftotU  haviog  been  brought 

intoFr^iycc  about  the  beginning  of  the  Thir- 

i  teenth 
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teetth  Getttt^  by  the  AeMJ^ihsi!  tocdi  Cm^ 
pmimflt^  hisDoArinebegtotobe  pubSddy 
profefid  in  die  Unifcrfity  of  Vmif^  ;iod  cood* 
noed  CO  be  taught  there  for  ibme  time.  Bat 
there  was  founq  in  that  Unirerfiiy  a  VtsSm  of 
a  tnrinxtent  Spirit^  nam*d  Afmtmj^  who  U0^« 
taidng  to  jaftifie  hbExtraraganccs  by  the  PriA* 
ciples  ciAriftmUy  wMch  n.  that  dme  begtt  to 
be  taught^  and  whofe  Tfhj^  he  had  wA  i 
was  cmideiDO*d  for  Herefie  by  a  Comidl  held 
at  the  fiime  IMace,  in  the  Year  I2o$^  The 
Books  of  AnJtetU  were  borat,  and  the  &ead» 
ing  of  diem  ioibid  upon  P^of  Excommiml^ 
cadon:  The  Trath  is^  this  pretended  DoAor 
held  ftranse  Abfurdidcs^  as  for  Infiance^  that 
God  fenr'd  as  a  Form  to  the  Matter  of  alt  Ma«* 
tnral  Beings^  and  that  this  Matter  b^tng  »n« 
created  was  Divine^  and  fuch  like  Chimera's^ 
Thefe  Errors  were  imputed  to  Arijiotki  from 
whom  he  had  taken  bis  Principles^  as  thsey 
who  knew  nothing  of  thisPhilofepby  imagin'd. 
Afterwards  his  Metaphyficks  were  cosidenui'd 
by  that  AiTembly  of  Biibops  which: was  ton- 
Yen'dat  Pan  under  Philip  Af^^;  2ni  fix 
Yeixs  afterwards  the  Cardinal  ik  Sk  Efiimut, 
being  (em  to  Franct  in  Qudity  of  Legae  by 
Pope  Lmoeem  III,  delivered  an  Order  firoaa  hb 
Holineisto  theProfeifors  of  the  UnsToriity^ 
forbidding  them  to  teach  Natural  Phtlofophyj 
which  was  confirmed  fixceen  Years  afterwards 
by  the  Bull  of  Gregtny  IX,  dire^ed  to  the  Unii- 
veriity  of  Pans.  Simon  o(  Tcumajf,  a  very  fk^ 
mous  Profeflbr  of  DiTinity  in  the  iasd  Univer- 
flty,  and  Pef$r  Je  Dtmat  Mafter  of  Art%  were 
both  fometime  after  accufed  of  Herefie,  for 
being  too  much  addided  to  the  Opinions  ef 
Arifiotk. 

But 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ' 


Pbto  imd  Ariflx)tlc.  47;^ 

'but  whifi  the  Dofttine  of  ihit  Gcctf  Mux 
wisthdslnDifgraoe,€heK  were  found  at  Farm 
thltte  of  the  greiceft  Divines  of  due  Time  that 
began  to  honour  him  with  tfaeit*  Goimnenu* 
ries,    Aiexmin  S jAu^  Mm  k  Gnmd,  and 
St'TtM  hn  Scholar^    St.  Jdm  Dsmafimm 
was  the  6rft  that  opened  the  Way.  for  theni»  ' 
^or  having  made  a  very  exaA  Abridgment  of 
>frj/^Zr's  Logtck  and  Morality,  it  did  him  fig* 
iial  Service  in  the  patting  into  very  good  osw 
dei'thatExcdtentWmk  of  Divinity  he  has 
left  lis  in  tfaofe  jfebr  Books  of  the^  Ortliodox 
F«th«    'Tvvtas  in  this  Plan,  andafrer  JthisMo- 
del,  that  Pettr  Limbard,  near  Four  hundred 
Vcararafeer  St.  DMmafimm^  made  fo  regular  and 
oideHy  an  Arrangement  of  the  Opinions  of  the 
Fathers  upon  Divinity  in  iiis  Book  of  Senten* 
ces.  A  Work  St»  7ic9Mf  brought  to  the  greateft 
Perfe(SHoii  by  copying  fb  well  after,  that  great 
Of  iginal^of  which  Dsmsfrmm  and  the  Mafter  of  ' 
the  Sentences  took  the  firft  Draught  &om  A^ 
rift^k.    iBttt  St.  Tiamoi  undertook  to  tread  in 
their  Steps,  without  obfenring  tlieir  Method  | 
for  he  proceeded  aifcer  a  very  particular  man* 
ner,  by  which  tie  became  the  Founder  of  that 
Scholaftick  Learning,  which  was  afterwards  fo 
much  in  Vogue,  and  which,  in  all  Probability^ 
he  had  at  firft  from;  the  Arabs.    I  do  not  pre« 
teiid  toaftrm  this  as  a  certain  Truth,  or  ex* 
peA  to  have  it  credited  upon  my  bare  Word : 
It  is  att  Opinion  I  fubmit  to  the  Judjgment  of 
the  Wife,  as  a  Coiq'edure  in  which  I  might 
be  mtftaken.  ^ 

I  fay  then,  that  when  St.  TTamai  appear'd  in 
the  World,  it  was  about  4000  Years  that  the 
Araii^  who  were  then  the  only  Men  oi  Learn- 
ing in  the  World,  had  ftudicd  Philofophy, 
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aad'aboittOflehuhdredriooe  theXo^eprLi- 
teiatune^wis  renTd  in  &tr§ft.    Thoie  People^ 
whofe  Empire  was  as  great  as  that  of  the  Ra-^ 
mmu  at  leaft)  for  the  Extent  of  their  Coi»« 
qoefts^  which  reach'd  from  the  hiks  ev.en  into 
SfM^  imprinted  their  Gemm  and  their  Man-- 
oers^  not  only  opon  ail  their  Subje^  but 
Ukewife  on  all  Pemle^  with  whom  they  had 
contraAed  any  kind  of  Commerce^  that  is,  on 
all  Emt4fe.    And  as  their  Stadtes  were  cpnfin'd 
to  their  Religion,  to  the  Mathematics^  and 
to  Philofofriiy,  and  as  they  were  unacqpavited 
-with  the  Powers  of  Eloquence,  and  ignorant 
bf  themoft  curious  ArtSj  Painting  and  Ingr^«* 
ving  being  prohibited  them  by.  their  Liaw  j  {o 
it  is  not  to  be  much  wonder'd  at,  that  by*  the 
undifturb'd  Contemplatioib  of.  their  Minds  na<^ 
turally  Reflexive,  they  became  fo  fpecujative^ 
and  fo  well  converfant  in  the  Metaphyficks ; 
and  that  they  fo  much  regn'd  themielves  by 
Logick  and  Natural  Philofophy,  which  was 
their  ordinary  Study,  and  to  which  their  Na« 
ture  moft  inclin  d  them.    So  that  after  Three 
hundred  Years  employed  in  ftadying  and  inter^ 
pretine  Arifiotle^  they  had  render'd  that  fort 
of  Study  and  tbeir  own  Commentaries  very 
ufeful  and  neceflary  to  the  Chriftians  in  the 
Wp^,  where  Learning  w^  re-eftabKihed  to* 
wards  the  End  of  the  Twelfth  Gendiiy^  at  the 
Time  that  BagJat  was  taken;  by  the  T^rtart. 
The  Arabs  being  the  only  Men  of  Letters  in 
thofe  Times,  and  having  acquii!ed  a  great  Au* 
thority  in  the  Learned  World,  had  eftablifh'd 
in  all  the  Schools  their  own  Methods^  of  teach- 
ing :  St»  Tht^mas  finding  no  other,  took  them^ 
and  was  afterwards  followed  by  all  the  S9hool* 
men.    Thus  thofe  Barbarous  Terms  made  u(^ 
of  by  the  late  Philofophers,  were,  without 

doubt. 
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doubt^  taken  from  Aviofma,  and  the  other 
^4is }  to  whom  the  Ufe  of  them  was,  with- 
out pifpQte^  natural  and  familiar  }  and  thefe 
Terms^   by  Tradui^ion^   became  from  good 
j^ai,  as  'tis  poffible  they  were,  to  be  very 
wretched  Lath.    It  is  not  in  theleafl  to  be 
quef^on'il  but  that  this  Philofophy  was  cor*^ 
rupted  by  its  Converfation  with  tbefe  People^ 
who  were  then  Mafteisof  it,    Itislikewii^ 
very  qredible,  that  if  St.  Thmm  had  known 
ibme  other  Method  of  teaching  Philofophy, 
yet  he  wouTd  have  ftill  kept  to  that  he  had  u- 
ken  from  the  Arahs^  on  purpofe  to  confound 
their  Pride,  and  let  theni  fee  that  the  Catho- 
lick  Rel^ion  might  be  defended  from  their 
Olumnies,  even  by  their  own  ways  of  teach- 
ing and  following  Ari^otU,  to  whom  they  were 
fo  entirely  devoted.    Nor  is  it  lefs  pirobable 
that  this  ill  I'afte  of  the  Arais,  who  underftood 
very  little  of  polite  Learning,  may  have,  crept 
into  the  Schools  of  E$trofe.  as  that  of  the  Gotbs 
has  into  Archite&ure^  and  other  Arts^ 
.  It  is  likewife  to  be  o^ferved,  that  thefe  Peo- 
ple apply'd  themfelves  to  the  Philofophy  of 
^r(/?0^^  rather  than  to  that  of  Plato,  becaufe 
they  found  the  DoArine  of  the  former  better 
eftablifh'd  than  that  of  the  latter  among  the 
Greeks,  from  whom  tljey  receiv'd  the  Sciences; 
as  appears  from  John  Damafcmm,  who  was  the 
firft  Cbritlian  Philofopher  that  Uv'd  under  the 
Government  of  the  Mufftdmam :   Befides,  the 
very  Genius  of  the  Arah  contributed  much 
towards  their  giving  the  Preference  to  Arij^otU 
before  Tlato ;  the  brisk  and  lively  Strokes  ,of 
Eloquence  in  the  one,  lefs  affeding  them,  than 
the  concife  Stile  and  folid  Reafonihjgs  of  the 
other.    Thefeare  but  Conjedures;  and  if  I 
fhould  appear  to  fome  too  conceited  in  them, 
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I  am  petftiadeii  chat  I  con'^'dcmitrm  thetil^  at 
Icaftftattip  fome  Valoe  upon  .them  from  the 
Authority  of  St.  Ibotrm^  and  all  the  moft  Jadi- 
cious  Pbilofophers^  who  have  much  cbmplain'd 
that  the  Arabs  had  corrupted  PhitpfopI^.  In 
ftort^  thofe  Hands^  through  which  AifiotU 
was  conveyed  into  ^wtqu^  were  not  ve^  titean^ 
i)ecaufe  tliofe  People  did  not  well  uhddrftand 
the  Qr^A  Tongue.  Qut  I  return  to  the 
Adventures  of  Atiptk  in  the  Uhiverfity  of 
tarm. 

There  was  a  new  Refbraiatlon  fet  on  foot 
4n  the  Year  1366.  by  the  Cardinals  St*  Mark 
and  St.  Marth,  deputed  by  Vrkan  V»  for  the 
re*eftabHfliment  of  the  Do&rine  of  Arifi&tk  in 
f^mce.  tx  was  agreed  upon  that  none  Ihould 
be  admitted  Maftcr  of  Arts;  that  had  not  been 
firft  examin  d  in  Jrifiatles  Logick,  Metofhjficls, 
^xATbj^ki^  and  in  his  Books  of  the  SoqI. 
The  Cardinal  ^  EtomtviSi,  in  the  Year  1466. 
was  deputed  hjCbarks  the  Seventh  to  fee  thefe 
Rules  obferv'd,  which  had  for  fouie  ttine  been 
.much  ncglefted  ;  and  had  a  Conimiffibn  from 
the  King  to  oblige  the  Profeffors  In  Philofophy 
,  tofhjdy  Arifiotk  with  greater  Diligence  and 
AppKcatfon,  in  or^er  to  retrieve  the  %)le^dor 
ot  the  Univerlity  of  Varisy  which  i>egan  to  be 
ecHpfed  by  this  Negleft.  ' 

In  the  Year  1447.  Vo^z  WchW  V.  Who 
rcftor^d  the  Sciences  in  halj^  commanded  the 
moft  able  Men  ofhtsTiime  to  make  a  new 
Tranflation  of  the  Works  d  Arifictk,  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Divbcs  of  the  J?(w»tf»  Church,  Hh 
SecrctSLty  Gtcfge  of  Trehifondey  a  learned  Terifa- 
fetkk,  labour'd  hard  at  it^  hav!r^  firft  figba- 
liz'd  hfmfclf  under  the  Name  oxThoiarm  of 
Thefalanica^  in  the  Difputes  he  was  enga^'d 
in  upon  Flato  and  Aripoth  with  Cardinal  Beffk^ 
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tUv,  9»d  dentifitii  TtethaH.  Aifbwfm  of  Ar^a-^ 
j^m^  one  of  the  mo^  learned  rrinces  that  ever 
was^  beginning  cd  be  acquainted  with  th6 
Merit  oxArifiotU^  from  a  Corlreipondence  with 
his  Comtnenucors  the  Aims  and .  Arabsy  and 
abore  4U  from  reading  Averrcts^  after  muetl 
Intreac^'engag'd  the  Cardinal  Beffarim  to  tran* 
iiate  the  MetafbiJkh  of  this  Philofopher^  which 
he  did  yjfxth  good  Sqcpefs^  And  Pope  Jobrk 
XXII.  who  canonizM  St.  Thomas^  and  immor<- 
taUz  d  his  Dodrine^  rais'd  the  Glory  of  Ari^o^ 
tie,  whofe  Principles ,  this  jgreat  Dod:or  of  th6 
Church  had  emorac'd.  In  fine^  his  Reputa- 
tion became  fo  univerfal  throughout  the  Worlds 
that  his  Philofdphy  began  to  pais  eYery  where 
for  the  Rule  and  Model  of  all  forts  ot  Philo- 
fophy. 

But  towards  (he  End  of  <he  t^odrteeiith  Ced- 
tury  there  Was  a  great  Refinement  made  of 
th^Logick^  by  a  furious  Bmulation  that  was 
raised  upon  the  Do^rine  of  Arifiotk  betweeii 
the  NominaU  and  Realifis,  and  between  thd 
Tbomifts  and  ScotiBs^  who  had  ^reat  Contefts 
among  thetpfelves^  out  both  united  to  oppofe 
ihcNaminalt^  Tbefe  pifputei  fo  divided  moff 
bftheUni?erfitiesofJSiir<5^tf,  that  that  Char*- 
aer  of  Solidity,  which  was  the  eflehtid  Cha- 
racter of  ArifiotU,  had  almoft  vanished  into  Air 
by  dipfe  Subtilties^  which  thefe^  re6n'd  Spiritjt 
had  conceiv'd^  ana  which  in  the  £nd^  by  the 
Confufion  of  their  idea  sand  Reflexions,  coi^ 
ruDted  the  Purity  of  the  Doffrine  of  this  Phi- 
lolqpher;  The  great  Field  of  Battel  betweftri 
the  Scholars  of  St.  Tboffias  and  thofe  of  Scorn; 
Mfs^th^VnivocatimifaBeini}  and  the  princi- 
pal Subieft  of  the  Difputes  between  the  JNtonl^ 
Hals  ana  the  Reatifis^  was  the  DifiinSim  if  tot- 
malfties,   which  ttofe  pretended  tO  be  on\f 
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j^nttXylnuIleSual,  and  thefc  they  wouM  Hfcve  to 
be  Real.  Every  ont  took\^his  ilde  in  thefe 
Sefts,  and  in  ihofe  that  were  formed  foon  af- 
ter^ upon  the  Dodrine  of  Arifotk,  acedrding 
to  the  Engagements  of  Intereft,  IncKnation,  or 
PaflSon^  and  fometinles  according  to  the  Habit 
T;ie  wore  :  Thofe  that  were  free  aad  unpreju- 
diced ih  favour  ofany  Par<y,  followed  th«  u- 
niverfal  Humour .  of  the /Age  rn  wHtcli  they 
liv'd.  Bat  there  iffued  forth  at  this  ttrne  fuch 
an  Inundation  of  Writings  upon  Philofoj^hy, 
that  P^/naV,  i  ^(f«£fV/»».philofopher,  affirms^ 
that  there  vvere  recikTon'd  up  more  than  Twelve 
thoufand  Volumes  only  upon  the  Philofophy 
^o(  Arifiotk  :  Of  fuch  an  univerfal  Contagion 
was  the  Itch  of  Writing  and  Refining  upon 
Philofophy,  and  fb  fierce  the  Paflion,  as  ap- 
pears chiefly  in  that  Heat  and  Emulation  which 
was  fomented  amdngft  the  Scholars  of  St.  Tio^ 
mas  and  Scotus^  and  the  Followers  of  Biel^  Oc- 
cam^  and  George  of  jiriwinL 

And  to  fuch  a  Height  was  this  Contention 
carried,  through  the  Liberty  of  permitting  all 
things  to  the  Imagination  of  thofe  that  had  the 
Art  of  fpinning  them  to  fo  fine  a  Thread,  that 
the  Dodrine  of  Arifiotk  was  equally  con- 
founded amongft  all  thefe  Parties.  The  Tu- 
mult, that  was  raisM  in  all  the  Schools  that  re- 
founded  with  his  Name,  ferv'd  only  to  drown 
his  Voice  to  fuch  a  Degree. that  it  cou'd  hardly 
i)e  difiinguifh'd.  In  (hort,  this  Philofophy  was 
fo  difguis'd  -with  thofe  Modal  Entities,  thofe  DU 
fiinBions  of  Place  Internal  an^  Exttritaly  that  Fb}- 
fical  Tredeterminatton^  thofe  VricifionSy  thofe  Reflex 
Intentions^  that  Uni*vocation  of  a  Beings  thofe  E»- 
tati've  Parts,  that  Eduction  of  Material  Forms ^  and 
^all  thofe  Novelties  of  the  Modern  Philofophy, 
>hat  it  was  fcarce  ,known  any  ntore.     'Tis  true, 

indeed. 
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indeed^  the  Idlenefs  and  La2inefs  of  the  Age^ 
apd  the  ill  Tafte  that  was  predominant^  by 
realbn  of  a  profound  Igpor^nce  in  polite 
Lparning^  and  the  exceffiy^e  Fancy  of  Difpu** 
ting,  arid  the  great  Pleafure  they  took  in  tofy 
fing  an  Argument,  had  let  the  Reins  fo  loof^ 
to  thpii^  vain' Subtilties^  that  Philofophy  had 
almoQ  loft  4II  its  Credit  aqd  I^epuration. :  For 
by  thefe  Subtilties  they  made  no  Difcoveries 
o(  Truth,  but  gave  repeated  Inftances  of  their 
own  Oftentation^  and  of  a  certain  Spirit  of 
Contradidion^  which  i$;tbe  common  and  or- 
dinary Charader  of  Vanity ;  and  as  nothing 
more  corrupted  the  ancient  Philofophy  than 
the  falfe  Subtilties  oiCbtyfipfus^  which  he  had 
introduced  into  it  ;  fo  nothing  prov'd  more 
prejudicial  to  thC;  True  Philofophy  than  the 
Refinement  of  fome  Moderns  upon  fome  Parrs 
of  it^  who  became  afterwards  celebrated  in 
the  Schools  purely  upon  the  Account  of  their 
Novelties.  Thus  the  d^forder'd  and  irregular 
Love  and  Affedion  which  all  Men  had  for 
ArifiotU,  every  one  contending  to  draw  Ixini 
off  to  their  fide,  and  bring  him  over  to  their 
Party,  was  none  of  his  leaft  Perfecutions. 

yet  after  all,  the  Reputation  of  this  Philo- 
fopher  was  eftablilh'd  upon  fo  firm  a  Founda- 
tion in  the  Univeriity  01  Paruy  and  his  Autho-^ 
rity  was  grown  fo  great,  that  they  cou'd  not 
pafs  by,  unpunifh'd^  the  Boldnefs  of  one  of  the 
Profeffors  of  that  Uniyerfity,  call'd  Ratnus  j 
who,  to  give  the  World  a  Tafte  of  his  Wit  and 
Ingenuity  by  fome  new  Subtilties  in  Logick, 
had  printed  fome  Obfervations  upon  the  Phi* 
lofophy  of  ArifiotU  to  leflen  his  Credit,  The 
Nolle  of  this  being  fpread  through  the  Schools, 
Ramtts  was  accufed  by  reft  of  the  l?rofeffors  ; 
and^  by  Letten- Patents  from  Francm  the  FtrH^ 
li  a  was 
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«lras  cdndemna  ta  the  Y%ar  if4c^  as  giiUqr  of 
Ignoranoe^  Rafktids  and  Impwtace^  lb  da- 
ring CO  write  againft  ArifiMe,  With  a  VkSiffi  co 
overturn  the  Order  aind  Method  Vftablifli'd  h^ 
Che  Univerfity^  where  ho  other  DbArine  was 
taught  but  that  of  this  ^bUofo^h^.  Peter 
GAkni  ami  James  Cgifefiter ,  who  were  at 
that  rime  two  of  the  rtioft  teatnad  in  the 
Umverfity^  wrote  againft  hte  in  Defence  of 

It  has  been  alwtys  found^ul^oli  fifeqpietit  Ex- 
perience^ that  of  all  the  Philofophers  Arift^ 
has  ever  done  us  the  moft  Sertice  iti  the  ^De- 
fence of  our  Religion^  Wfaidi  is  in  all  Rfe^ieAs 
conformable  to  true  Reafon.  Twas  xtgon  this 
fcore  itat  the  DoAors  of  the  tJnirerfity  ©f 
Taris  made  a  new  Order  in  the  Year  161  u 
commanding  the  Profellbrs  to  teaoh  the  1^- 
lofophy  of  Arifiotle,  in  Hie  Method  diey  had 
prefcrib'd. 

In  fine,  the  Parliament  at  Tarh,  in  the 
Year  1624.  upon  the  Requeft  of  the  Pacolty^ 
cOttdcmn'd  the  Tbefes  that  were  propos'd  by 
Ibme  certain  Perfons  in  Oppolkinn  to  itie  Do- 
Arine  of  Arifiotle  ;  and  the  fame  Parliament, 
in  the  Year  1629.  gare  Sentence  againft  fome 
eictravagant  Chymes,  upon  the  ReMo^^an- 
ces  of  the  Sorhme,  Which  held,  (hat  to  opfiofe 
the  Principles  of  ArijhtU'%  Phiiofophy,  was  to 
t>ppofe  thofe  of  SchoIa:flick  TSMoaVf  reqeiv'd 
in  their  Church. 

Such  was  the  Replication  and'  Credit  of  this 
Philofophy  in  Frtmce,  nor  had  it  gaSii'd  lefs 
Fame  in  other  Parts,  being  eftftbHfk^d  in  all  the 
Univerfities  ofEurofe,  where  no  other  Wiilofo- 
phy  at  prefent  is  taught  but  that  ^  Arijhfle: 
This  Univertal  Confcrtt  of  all  INflftions  in  their 
Efteem  and  Vaiue  for  fmn^  is  a  great  Diftin^ 
*  •  -*  on 
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4C  il4$  tijpis  teicci^'4  and  «atert4m;d  \mt  he  in 

^eyniv^rlui^sof  iM^,  Qemim,  Tohmd^  Eng- 

Lnt4i,  ^P*'H  P4>^«^  Franet.  an4  tl>e  ZMc-.C«|iaht 

tmt.    In.  Mkort.  tp  coocludie  ibis  t)i(cou;i<;^  if 

may  he  A0km'4  th«t  1^  ^^pu^^wn  the  Do^ 

a»nei  of  th|s  Q\G3fi.  Man  hai  oieen  in  fo^  tbe^ 

f9ftAgeii„  W.^on  the  Standard  ta  ^tf  th^ 

t^e^img  pf  the  Times  by.    His  wprth  has 

been  b^ft  di<cpwr'4  by  tho(e  that  b^ve  had 

Wit  and  Pw9  enpi^gh  to  miderftfUid  hinu  ^n4 

(bength  of  0>n{HtutioB  fuiBqent  to  Stui^  \^m 

.  with  AppUewipn  ^nd  Perfeyeriu^pe  :  and  thofe 

Aiges  hi^Tf?  beci)  the  mpft  Q^iebratea  fo^  l^m< 

lug,  in  whi^h  ^  ha$  beeq  moft  known*    T» 

trvt9  indeed*  theve  have  t>e^n  fame  Peifons  in 

thefe  Utter  P^y^  tbfit  haye  not  fpoke  yery  fa- 

vpHivbly  of  him  j  anM>ngft  othcrf  Tient  it  Mha»- 

Ml  in.  hi^  (oortfi^nth  ;^id  fifteenth  Books  of 

the  Vanity  pf  Sqen^es,-  ?»tfum,  inhisDif' 

CU^OQi;  ¥ift^Sf  'm  (he  Caufu  oftke  CemH^kn  of 

4**t  j  fi«4/iVj  in  his  Hffitblick  i  Ba^on^  Galileo  and 

Gi^twdtis,  in  th^irTr^atifes  pf  Philofophy.  But 

it  4  tp  bf  obf^rv'd,  tiiat  they  were  only  a  fet         ^ 

of  Men  th^t  yuerc  deiigning  to  make  them- 

fel?es  the  He^ds  of  ^  Party,  and  draw  new 

SchemQs  pf  PhUpfophy;as  well  as  Hobhsfi'^bjf, 

jmd  4ts  CsrffSf  who  have  rak'd  together  old 

Fraf  m«|g^  pf  thp  Phi|P^P^y  pf  Dametitts., 

Efimuf,  m9^*f>  sifpfcifs,  arid  of  fome  others 

ftfooogft  ttvB  Ancients,  to  m^  themfelves 

Af»)mts  ^  $L  ^pw  :PS}]p%hy,  vf^ch  they 

cou'd  notj»(|abUl^  but  gpon  the  Rninn^  pf 

Arf/Me,  ihe  m^ft  renpw^d  of  aU. 

Wskw§  i^n  ^e  jR-ife  ,of  thjBle  New  Modds 

pf  I%i)pr«»by4  and  wV  fl^all  fee  their  Fal).    If 

in«Ab^«(me&'d  indeed,  that>5»/  (furtis  u  be- 

€Pinfi^«  flIPft  cpnfiderable^  by  the  Merit  and 

li  3  Quality, 
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Quality  of  fomePerfohs  that  have  honoured 
him  with  their  ProteAion,  for  which  we  ought 
toRcfpea:  him  j  it  ought  not  to  be  TufFer'c) 
that  fome  Upftarts,   tome  fiiperfidal  emptjr 
Fellows  of  that  Party,  well  fatisficd  with  their 
fudden  and  eafie  attainment  to  the  Ktiowledge 
of  fome  of  the  Principles  of  this  Philofophjr; 
which  is  level  to  the  Senfe  of  mean  Capacities, 
fhoud  look  upon  themfelvcs  as  authorized  to 
treat  Arifiofle  as  a  vile  miferable  Logician,  and 
as  one  that  deferv'd  their  Pity,  becaufe  they 
^^^       underftood  him  not.    Cafauhm^  who  was  one 
in»^i«tti,    of  the  greateft  Criticks  of  this  Age,  obferves 
a^icijp/-    in  his  Notes  on  Diogenes  Laertim,  thsLt  never 
*;'»  ^      any  but  Sqphifts  and  HaU-witted  People  talfc*d 
{vrTrin  «"  ^f  ArifiotU;  and  he  confirms  his  Opinion 
Nocis  Ca-  trom  thitt  of  ^n  Ancient  Philofoplwr,  who  had 
faub.  in     ftid  the  fame  thing  of  the  Sophifts  and  Low- 
lAtt.        fpirlted   Fellows  of  his  time.    And  indeed, 
,  yir//?(>^/f's  Philofophy  is  an  Abyfs  of  immenfe 

profun4ity,  impenetrable  to  hiean  Spirits,  and 
hot  robe  look'd  down  into  in  cold  Blood  with-*' 
but  Hbrrour.  ThemiBbius  affures  usj  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  underftand  or  explain  Jriffotle 
well,  without  having  firft  derived  from  him  a 
ftare  of  hts  Spritelincisof  Wit  and  Fancy,  and 
of  his  Judgment,  in  order  to  fix  our  Minds  en- 
tirfcly  upon  Reafon,  without  being  prejudicd 
or  pf  cpoffefs*d  in  favour  of  any  particular  Opi- 
nion. And  this  may  ferve  as  a  Rule  to  Judge 
1>y,  of  thofe  that  interpofe  as  Arbitrators  to 
decide  his  Merit  and  his  Doftrine  without 
knowing  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Upon  which  account,  I  cannot  but  lament 
his  misfortune  for  the  Injury  and  Injuftice  he 
b^s  had  done  him  ;  for  he  is  feldom  read  but 
through  his  Interpreters,  of  which  the  greateft 
p;rrt  make  l^rge  p^f^purfes  upon  th*  Subjeds 
'  '  /     *  their 
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.  their  iMader  treses  oF,  without  idi^Iy  cpnTitler- 
ingbis'Wjor^  as  Endefrnj  .(he  fibodian  :  ocher$ 
ha^s  expis^'dJiim  by.A.brjdgmems  and  £pi- 
tothcsy  asrSti  J>abn  Dam^c^usy  PfeOus  and  P^- 
ei^eMtj^iOthess,  again  have  made  Paraphrafes 
on  his.3kxc^7  as  the  ^r/^^/^  and  feveral  oehpr 
Commentators.    Thefe  difFerpnt  ways  of  Irir 
cerpreting  him^  have  giv^n  rife  to  that  Variety 
of  firinge  Opinions.they;iaf)pute  to  him^  and. 
CO  tbaie  CoitfaJion  that  wasanx>ngft  moft  of  his 
Followers^  ^who  knew  nothing  of  the  true  and 
real  Ar^dk^  hy  reafon  of  thofe  many  Expli- 
ca'cionsr:  iwith  which  his  Dodrine  is  10  much 
difgoisrd^  and  thofe   different  Interpretations^^ 
with  which  his  Text  has  been  corrupted  by  the 
Commentators  of  thefe  la,tter  Ag^s*    And  i( 
may  be;affirm*d^  upon  very  pertain  Grounds^ 
that  nothing  has  fo  much  authori^'d  the  new 
Opinions,  as  thaticandalous  Pradice  of  ren« 
dring  the*  Philofophy  of  -^ri/^^/e  by  retail/^ 
thing  of  late  brought  us  by  fome  Contempla-    ' 
tivc  Men  that  have  pretended  themfelves  the 
raofl  devout  Followers  of  his.Dodrine.    It  is 
likewife  very  propable,  that  the.  World  wou  a 
not  have  fo  run  after. the  M6dern  Philofophy, 
but  out  of  that  little  Satisfadion  it  met  with  in      -^      ' 
that  taught  now  a-days  under  the  Name  of 
Arifiotle.     And  this  Diforder  and  Confufion 
ftill  continues,    becaufe  the  greateft  Part  of 
thofe  that  teach  the  Philofophy  of  Arifiotk, 
copy  one  from  another  without  confulting  the  ^ 

Original,  without  deriving  his  Doftrine  froiij 
its  pure  Fountain. 

And  though  it  feems  to  be  in  vain  to  oppofb 
thefe  Diforders,  which  have  taken  fuch  deep 
Root  from  the  ill  Tafte  of  the  Men  of  the  laft 
Age,  and  from  that  natural  Lazinefs  of  th9 
dull  and  flegmatick  Spaniards,  which  has  au- 
•Ji  4  fhori^c'd 
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thonVd  diem  by  their  coo  Airffaadedtiid  Me^ 
taphyfical  Speculations  i  yet  it  were  mach  to 
be  wiih'd  that,  in  order  to  a  I(.e*eftabliflin}eo( 
of  the  (rue  Dodrine  of  AnftdUt  in  itt  Vvaaxf^ 
0iofe  who  have  an  Efteem  and  Vcoerattoo  Mc 
fiis  Pbitofopby^  wou  d  take  the  pains  to  Study 
Itiqits  Sitnpliciiy^  either  as  it  was  writ  by 
himfeir^  or  as  it  was  explain'd  by  his  ^Com« 
inentators.    For  by  this  means  they  might  libr 
perftand  the  true  Thoughts  of  this  Pbildibphcr^ 
without  any  the  leaft  Miftake  ;  and  diflingmfll 
Iris  Maxims  from  his  Problems^  and  his  Pecafi«* 
ons  from  his  DofubtSj  without  Confuiion^    W9 
fhall  find,  if  we  do  bi^  refleft  a  little,  diat  all 
thefe  Diftindions  purely  Iittdledual,  the.iir^ 
maiifies ,  and   thele  Vr€cifim$  introdncid  int6 
the  Schools^  are  not  upon  afiy  accousit  con«- 
f{  <m^i^9  fbrmable  to  thd  Dodiine  of  A^ifi^tU  i  Sot  he 
"^  'n     hitnfelf^  in  feveral  places  of  his  Me^phyficks^ 
^^^     mentions  tbem  as  thq  Refinements  of  the  So* 
^fuiKi^  pbifts :  For,  fays  he.  It  btUmgs  only  u  tie  Si* 
iwViwr,  '   fhifii  to  txaptint  whether  Gorifcus,  knd  Cot'ifcus  . 
3*T*f ••'2    the  Mufician  be  the  fame  J^n  w  not,  .  He  repeats 
wZ       ^^  ^^"^^  thing,  in  feveral  other  places  of  his 
i/Mcitii     Metaphyficks  j  by  which  it  appears  how  much 
Kpf/(rxdc  ig  he  avoids  thole  empty  trifling  Imagination^ 
Ka^/  >^<.    whereon  the  Sophifls  ground  their  inoft  com*- 
1.  ^!  c  2.  ^^^  Speculations  J  for  which  JLvfiVf^  hitteiiy 
Lwcian.  in  rails  at  thePhilofophcrjof  bis  tipie,  who  amus'4 
liermoti-  therafelves  with  Toys,    and  difputing  about 
n39-  Word?  and  Names  rather  than  aiiout. Things, 

pleas'd  themfelves  with  the  Shell,  and  lofi  thb 
Nut.  'Tis  true  indeed,  by  mixing  thefe  Me*- 
taphyfical  Reafonings  indifcrimin^tdy  With 
Morality  and  Divinity,  thofc  Sciences  are  cor- 
rupted, being  not  quali6ed  to  receive  them  by 
reafon  of  their  natural  Solidiqf  and  SimpKr 
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Bialbfi  IcottduAt^  IctahQCoMkc^medti*. 
onibihfe  thiags,  for  wktdr^  ^i^^tii^iuri  been 
fef erefy  rcfleAcsd  00^  Mid  from  which  k  will 
U  no  vifry  diflicaijc  Matter  t6  yMifie  hM.  i 
am  IcSifible^  and  readily  igiee ^  chat  he  i^  ffot 
infallible^  being  knt  a  Manat  ocbdc^  ^e^  tfnd 
I  admo^iedge^  Ucewiie^  ihache  i$  nfllUken 
iiif  lEiany  iliinigs^  iKit  I  cannot  btscbr  teiy  tnnch 
fiirpriy^d^  thdt  firaie  worthy  Men  <  at  fUm  ift 
fMriimdikyFaifkim,  GMffhAiii  ahdViich othett 
OnaUsemore  ham  itt  a  Triilef^  aibd  chlrhe 
had  committed  groii  Errors  In  tt^^^ » 
j^raMu  iiitwrokgfj  in  bis  HMwy  of  Ani- 
mmk^  aha  in  ifeterat  other  Ptets  of  hi$  Works.  ^ 

*Tis  tnie,  he  beUeir'd  that  the  Woild  was  more 
BletraMl  towards  >  the  Umh^  than  any  where 
dfe ;  that  the  DaMn  had  its  Spring  among  the 
^^imUwi  Mdahtains  $  ^at  thei-e  \^efe  no  ^ 
rtes  ih  the  W^fte ;  and  that  tte  Ueatt  was  the 
Prikicipte  of  the  Nefves  and  not  the  Brain^  ak^ 
Galm  obferves  to  his  Di^mce.    In  Hlort^  he  is  Galen.  At 
deddv^d  m  many  things^  and  all  the  inoft  eint-  "^'*  ^^^* 
nekit  Mm  in  die  World  harfiieen  io  j  and  ^^^* 
the  Reipeft  that  h  due  to  the  Gnatnefs  of  their 
Gmimr^  ought  so  keep  m  from  caviUitig  npon 
every  litxte  Bault,  £ace  thefe  very  Miftahes  in 
icniU  and  inconfiderable  Matters^are  often  as  fo 
many  Inftances  of  their  Diligence  and  Applica* 
tion  in  things  of  ^eater  Moment^  and  r^iore 
£ffeotiah    And  befides  ai)  ^Is^  'tis  moft  cer- 
t^y  that  in  Progmfs  of  iinxej  Matbtmatkd 
Mfinrntnts  for  the  Obferration  of  the  Stars^ 
Mm^fiofity  Cbjmfirfy  tfhe  frequefft  C^ilediom 
pf  jiMfmls  to  know  the  Conftrudion  of  their 
ftuts^  and  feveral  other  Modem  Arts  have 
contnbttted  very  much  to  tiie  I>ifi:overy  df 
the  Setstts  of  Nature^  whidh  Arlfimle  coo'd 
fiot  l^now  ;  itnd'he  bttgbt  in  all  Reafon  to  have 
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Jttftice  done  him^  fincelhis  Ignorance  in  thefe 
things  pcdceoded  from  a  want.of  properJbleans.' 

and  fome  of  the  Modems^  in  a  long  Traft  of 
lime  ha?e  fbnnd  one  fome  Errors  in  the  Gom* 
patations^  the  ancient  Aftronomers  made  of 
the  Coarfe  of  the  Moon,  Sun,  and  other  Sfcars, 
in  which  we  are  deceiv'd  fo  little ;  what  migh- 
^cy  wonder  is  it  that  Experience  has  difcoyer'd 
Faults  inAfifi^ks.  in  thofe  things  in  which  we 
aitLdaily  diBceiY'd^  byreafon  oftheUncorcatn- 
ty  ofifaeir  Foundation  ? 

But  th^eare  other,  more  effential  Faults, 
for  which  he  is  cenfur  d  ;  as  the  Impoffibility  of 
the  Creation,  by  maintaining-  that  Principle, 
that  notbif^  em  he  frodued^  trnt  of  notbmg^  As 
that,  the  World  is  Eternal,*  that  the  Pfovi* 
dence  of  God  is  fo  confi#d  toCeleftial  Things| 
that  it  extends  not  to  SuUiinary  ;  that  Matter 
hss^  DeOre  and  natural  Inclination  toper&A  it 
felf  into  Form;  and  in  flioit,  that  Notion  of 
the  Edudion  of  Material  .Forms  out  of  Mat* 
'  ter,  as  a  Subjed)*  of  it  felf  Exifient,  whk:h  has 
puzled  all  the  i>iaturalifts  in  the  World  to  com- 
prehend. But  it  wott'd  be  no  difficult  matter 
to  Anfwer  all  thefe  Calumnies,unjuftly  thrown 
upon  Arifiotle,  were  it  our  bufinefs  to  reprefent 
him  without  the  leaft  F^ult,  which  I  do  not 
by  any  means  pretend  to  do*  For  in  the  firft 
Place,  as  to  that  Principle  which  overturns  the 
Creation  of  the  World,  it  is  plain,  that  Jr^c^ 
tie  believ'd  it  no  farther  than  as  it  held  true  in 
the  ordinary  Generadon  of  natural  Beings. 
Secondly,  as  to  the  Eternity  of  the  World^ 
^tis  very  probable,  that  be  did  not  believe  it  in 
its  ftrideft  and  moft  limited  $enfe  j  for  in  his 
Toficks^  he  lays  down  a  Problem,  which,  if  it 
was  his  rpal  Thoughts,   h^  muft  ;bave.  been 
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miftaken  concerning  the  Eternity  of  the  Hea- 
vHis;' which  he  proves  from  their  incorruptibt- 
liey^  being  at  that  time  unacquainted  with  any 
corruptible  Qualities  which  he  found  out  after* 
wards.  Thirdly^  if  he  did  not  believe  Provi- 
dence to  have  been  fuch  as  in  effect  it  is^  *t]$ 
not  much  to  be  wonder'd  at,  fince  he  was  de« 
▼Old  and  deftitute  of  the  Bleffings  of  Faitb^ 
without  which  we  can  neither  Speak  nor 
Think  as  we  ought  to  do  of  God.  As  to  the 
natttral  Tendency  of  Matter  to  Perfedibn^  we 
ought  not  to  impute  it  to  Jrifioik,  fince  his 
Commentators  reprefent  him  fometimes  too 
&!ongly,  and  fometimes  too  faintly,  alTerting 
it.  Tis  too  well  known,  that  the  Arabs  began 
firft  to;  corrupt  his  DoArine  by  falfe  Explicati- 
ons;. as  may, be  gather  d  from  that  £du<Stioo 
of  Forms  out  of  Matter,  which  is  alcrib*d  to 
Arift^tky  though  he  thought  no  more  of  it, 
than  of  the  Phy  fical  Premotion  in  things  Morale 
which  indeed,  he  believ-d  to  be  neceflary,.as 
in  tSkA  it  is  in  things  Natural.  There  are 
many  things  fiill  remaining  to  be  faid  of  this 
gteat  Man,  which  I  muft  be  obliged  to  omit, 
becaufe  I  woud  conclude  and  fee  what  benefit 
may  be  made  of  this  large  Diicourie,  frotn  the  . 
foUowjug  Reflf  ^ionst 
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CH  A  P.     IL 

Bom  Chriftian  ^eEtms  on  this  Vff- 
iourfi. 

u  \HJ  E  caimoc  undoubtedly;  aftef  M  duit 
VV  ha$  been  faid  throtighoM  this  vrfiotc 
Difcourfb^  but  be  eafily  convine'd,  that  hu- 
fliane  Reafon  never  fhone  fertb  widi  fe  much 
natural  Force  and  Vigour/  as  in  Tt^o  and  Art- 
ft»U.  Moft  certain  it  i$^  that  by  the  Pbwer  of 
their  natural  Faculties^  they  had  div'd  fo  far 
Into  the  moft  impenetrable  Abyfs  of  Nature, 
that  ibarce  any  thing  feems  to  havet<cap*d 
theic  View.  Upon  what  pretence  then  fiiou'd 
we  fo  critically  and  with  vo  much  curiofity  ob- 
fervt  and  mars  the  falfe  Qlimmerings  of  their 
lights^  and  the  Unfteadinefs  of  their  CondnA? 
a  thouiand  Ages,  and  a  thoufand  Lires,  will 
WSver  Droduce  any  thing  that  can  be  Gommeo- 
furate  to  the  Extent  of  their  afanoftimmenfe 

-  Capadties.  And,  fmcethefenobte  Souls  were 
themfelves  Mifiaken  in  many  rtungs.  Is  St  not 
the  mod  unpardonable  peice  of  Prefumption 
for  meaner  Spirits,  for  Men  of  more  contra^d 
Capacities,  to  imagine  that  they  cannot  err  ? 
f:an  any  one  fee  the  Weaknefs  of  that  Reaibn^ 
which  appeared  fo  fublime  in  thefe  great  Men^ 

^    and  hot  be  diftruftful  of  his  own  ? 

2.  There  is  nothing  that  will  gire  us  a  bet* 
.tcrfdfca  of  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Spirit  of  Man^ 
ihan  the  Hiftory  of  the  oEupims.  They 
were  a  People  the  Wifcft,  and  the  moft  Un- 
derftanding,  and  the  moft  Illuminated  of  any 

in 
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IniheWdticL    iflthcKlfiedQa^iofrtbeJEanli 
pty'd  tlonaaie  to  tMis  IjmiBg;  Mfdwho^ 
ever  had  addite  tohc  ciHiveriaiit  in  Lectec^ 
went  kito^Sgfft  to  be  infti»ifte<L    The  Qreeks 
derived  $k\  chdr  Knowledge  ftom  the  Gooie- 
rences  they  had  with  chk  Peqplen    Tbcy  were 
Ukc^e  endoii^'d  mith  foiehgveat  fwdgene^ 
raos  Sool,  conedT'd  fuoh  .vdft  J>€&gp^  and  en* 
cenaiA^  fuch  boundleis  Xhoogb^|  that.their 
Kings  eceaed  Edifices  of  the  moft  ftate|y  M4§- 
otfeenoe:,  foch  as  the  World  ^had  iieverieeii^ 
befofe :  One  of  rthiif  Kings  \mUt  la  Pymmd  Plitu  Nat. 
no9it  Mem^ij  on  which  he  bad  iSOR^ually  u  ^^^  M^^ 
wotfc  thieeifamidfled  tiumland  Men  fori  twenty  ^  '^* 
Years  cpgether.    And  yet  notwi(hftandtag  ail 
the  Adfantages'they  had.of  a  foj^rfotive  De- 
gree of  natuml  iigbt^  nocwicbftanding  their 
Greatne&  of  Soul,. to  what  extrangandes of 
Siaperfttdon  did  they  Mer  themfeWes  to  l>e 
earned^  in  natters  ofRdigion;  df  baling  them* 
fel?es  to  a  gro&  Wodbip  of  the  moft  ridicu- 
lous Deities  that  can  be  nnigin^d  I  fo  true  is 
it^  that  Reafon  alone  is  not  to  t)e  pur  Guid|e  in 
the  Grand  Concerns  (^  God  and  Religion. 

%.  The  Purity  and  Delicacy  of  our  Faith  is 
fc  tranfcendent,  that  I  will  not  intetmix  its 
owit  li^^  with  tiiofe  of  Region.  Origen 
became  an  Herecick^  by  besng  too  cooftdeotin 
maintaining  theDoAcine  of  jESUS  QHJUST^ 
by  the  Philofopfay  of  Vlgt0  :  TtttuBian  laps  d 
into  the  Errors  ot  die  Momanifis^  by  being  too 
much  carried  away  with  dft  Morals  of  the 
Staickt  y  which  infpir'd  him  wi(h  chit  Spirit  of 
Severity^  by  which  he  fell.  This  brought  the 
Philoibphy  of  Plato  and  ArifidJe  .under   (o  . 

much  Sufpicion  amongft  the  S^mitive  Chrifti- 
ans^  by  reafon  of  the  IKfeicders  it  cMs'd  in 
chcM  that  were  too  much  stScA^  with  it.  I 

There 
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Ttere  is  reqmr'd  in  a  Chiiftian^  Hioii^ty  aod 
Sobmiffion  ,  whereas  I^ilofophy  infpires  us 
with  Pride  and  Prefampcion.^  Our  ReligioQ 
coa'd  not  be  Sapernanirai,  as  it  is^  were  ic 
^pable  of  being  labjed  to  the  Guidance  and 
CondoA  of  Natural  Reafo& 

4.  If  the  Principles  o{  Headien  Philofopby^ 
clear  and  enlighmed  as  it  was^  appeared  coo 
weak  to  mainuin  any  Commanication  with 
the  Principles  of  our  Faith;,  if  the  Light  of 
the  one^  was  too  faint  to  be  in  conjiin<^oii 
with  the  Light  of  the  other :   What  JudgmeDC 
ought   we  to  make  of  thofe  Mean  Spirits^ 
thofe  Little  Souls^  that^  intruding  and  inter- 
pofingin  all  Controverfies^  pretend  ^o  Reg- 
ion upon  ereiy  Things    before  they  have 
fb  much  as  b^un  to  know  what  True  Reg- 
ion is.    There  requir*d  a  long  Trad  of  Tinie^ 
a  Series  of  many  Ag^  to  Reaify^  by  many 
Proofs  and  repeated  Trials^  the  Philotophy  of 
ArilhtU^  e  cr  it  cou'd  be  render'd  indire^lly 
fenriceable  to  our  Faith ;  and  yet  a  Libertine^ 
juft  fprung  up^  and  one  that  had  (een  notWi 
of  the  Worid,  (hall  Have  the  Impudence  to 
pretend  ,  to  bring  within  the  Compais  of  th^f 
Onnes  ve-  Poor  Share  of  Senfe  he  enjoys^  the  rooft  lo- 
teres  nmi  comprehenlible  Myfteries  of  our  Religion. 

ibut^fJi  ^  ^"  ^*^®  ^^^^*  ^f  *^  Antient  Pbilo- 
J]^,^^^/' fophcrs ,  belicv'd  that  they  knew  nothing- 
fiffe  dixe^  And  in  reality,  the  Uncertainty  of  our  Scntes, 
rwn  5  «.  which  are  (o  Treacherous  ,•  the  Natural  fo- 
r&  firmities  that  dcprefs  the  Spirit  of  Man ,  and 
emJdni-  ^hofe  common  Obfcurities  that  cloud  bis  Un- 
moiybrevid  derftanding ,  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Faculties  of 
cwricuU  his  Soul ,  the  Tumult  and  Hurry  of  his  P^' 
Sanf '*  ^^^^ '  ^^^  *^  Invincible  Prejudices  of  Edfi- 
A«^^-  carion,  Cuftom  and  Opinion  ,  have  fo  ctbco 
€U  I.  u    all  thofe  Footfteps,  fo  eracd  all  thofe  Ma«j 
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dtid   Chdraders  of  Truth  that   remain'd  in 
Man,  that  the  moR  Common  Secrets  of  Na- 
ture appear  Inconceivable  y  even  to  the  Wifeft 
and  moft  Knowing.    The  Spider's  Web,  con- 
founds asj  the  Art  bf  a  Silk- Worm ,  or  Bee^ 
(urpaffes  our  Apprehenfion;    a  Fly  or  an  Ant, 
ate  Myfteries  we  cannot  dive  into.    In  ihort, 
Man  knows  nothing  perfedly  of  the  moft  Mi- 
nute Things  that  may  be  difcover'd  in  Na- 
ture :    And  yet  this  Ignorant,  Contemptible 
Creature  /hall  prefumc,  with  the  greateft  Con- 
fidence, to  fet  himfclf  in  Heaven,  and  there  ^^  **? 
creaing  for  himfelf  a   Tribunal  above   the  J/^y^'J^*;. 
Throne  of  G  O  D  himfelf,  feafch  into  the  nApemn^ 
Secrets  of  the  Divine  Effence,  and  pafs  Jadg-  fi-  TcrtuL 
ment  upon  what  is  difficult  to  comprehend,  in  Andkard- 
the  Mature  of  that  Eternal  Being.  //  d$  we 

6.  We  can  find  nothing  that  we  can  de-  l^f^  ^ 
pcnd  upon,  as  an  undoubted  Certainty,  even  1^^!^%^ 
in  things  that  lie  moft  expos'd  to  our  View  :  ^re  upon 
We  cannot  determine  precifely ,  whether  the  »**  Edrtb^ 
Earth,  on  which  we  tread,  moves  under  our  f "/*  *'^*^* 
Feet.    After  all,  the  Books  that  haye  been  Jjj^ J^ 
written  upon  this  Subjed  ,  and  after  almoft  ^i^/i^j.^^^ 
Two  Thoufand  Years  Difpute ,  'tis  a  Que-  dre  before 
ftion  ftill  to  be  decided,-  and  yet  we  pretend  *?  ^«^^*^ 
to  know  what  is  moft  conceal'd  from  us ,  and  gj^f^^^^ 
to  undcrftand  what  is  moft  Incomprehenfible.  ven  ,  W 
One  Man  cannot  Judge  of  the  Thoughts  ofbasfesrcb' 
another,  without  Miftake  j  and  yet  he  fliall  ?f,.}!f  ^^ 
have  thi  Vanity  ,  to  think  that  he  is  able  to  JJf  ^^  ^* 
Judge  of  the  Irreverfible  Decrees  of  the  Di-  v.  16. 
vine  Will  ,•  and  dive  into  the  Secfets  of  the  «  ^  .g 
Almighty,    without  Deception.     We  fuffer  J^J^^^^^^j 
our,  lelves  to  be  furpriz'd  ,  in  all  the  Judg-  nemo  w- 
ments-we  make  of  Things,-  our  Fear,  Defire,  det^erceeii 
Indiriation  and  Intereft ,  prevent,  or  draw  us  ^^Jif^^^l 
on,-  and  our  Senfes  themfelves  are  fo  fubjeft  pj'^^/^,  * 

to  * 
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%Q  bo  cbc^if  d ,  fo  liable  to  be  io^pos'd  m^^ 
even  to  things  moft  ieofible^  in  things  lo^  ^t 
cbeir  True  a;i4  Proper  Obje^,^  tbac  cisrttiql| 
we  catio9t  truft  them  inthiogs  thatiice  tj^^Of 
wubout  being  giulty  of  the  grcatefi  ^a* 
vagence. 

7.  Qfall  Natural  Truths^  therclis  nQ^eib 
deeply  engraven   upon  the  Heart  ofMao^ 
none  ippr^nted  upon  his  Soul  infucb  Indeli* 
ble  Cb4ra^!ers>  >as  that  of  the  Being  of  a 
GOD.    Whatever  pre{enc»ic(elf to  ouriight, 
carries  its  own  ^uments  along  with  it ,  and 
^ly  ensues  our  Afleot  to  it  s    And  th^re  i$ 
nothing  in  all  MoruUty  ^  about  whii(^  ^^ 
meet  with  U>  general  an  Agreement  q^  Qfi- 
nionSf  as  concerning  the  £jpureoce  of  a  p«Uy  \ 
all  Times^  allNatjons^  ^nd  ail  School^  bare 
cooq^rr'd  in  a  firm  BcU^f  of  this  Sacred  Truth. 
Flai0  gjckd  ArUlat/e ,  the  moft  Profound  Qf^ll 
'    the  Philoibpbers.  dtfcdver'd  thU  Truths  VJ^^ 
even  the  thicken  DarkneG  of  P^^anifm ;  and 
bpth  batre  giveo/uch  clear  and  infallible  pe- 
moflftrations 9^  it^  as  haye  be^nreceived  by 
«ill    Foftepty   with  .uni?e;ial  Approbation; 
Fla$^  hasjyov'd  the  Eiiftence  of  a  Sovereign 
^eing ,  irpro  the  Idea  of  the  Maker ,  of  thb 
Worlds  which  is  a  Work  of  an  Intelligent  Be- 
ing ;  ,as  one  may  prove  the  Exigence  pf  an 
Architeft^  from  the  Palace  he  has  built.    And 
i4rifiotk  proves  a  God ,  iSrom  the  NecqlHty  of 
a  Firft  Mown    This  4vifmna\oQk*4  lJP^o^?^ 
the  mf^  coayincing  Demonftration  oiT any  i^ 
JyifioiUi  ¥ii!hich  diat  Philofbpher  begins^^ 
Avk^nna  precends^  at  the  end  of  the  eig!^^|| 
Book  of  hi$  Vbfficks^  and  concludes  at  jthe  end 
of  the  twelfth  Book  of  his  Met^fbjfich.   Tl^ 
greateft  GwWi  of  Antiquity ,  fythfiffr^^0f' 
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ha^  ftadied  Natore  with  the  mmoft  Applica^ 
tion^  cou'd  not  comprehend  the  Order  and 
Oeconoroy  of  Things,  without  a  God«  la 
Aort/the  Intimate  Connexion  of  the  fnoft 
SoKd  Reailbns^  fuftaining  and  fupporting  one 
andtber  hy  a  mutual  Dependance  ofi  each 
other;  the  Purity  of  the  Chrtftian  Moralitj^ 
the  Sublimity  of  our  Myfteries .  the  Holineii 
of  our  Cerenidnies^  the  Sabred  scriptures,  thtt 
Accompliihment  or  all  the  Prophecies  in  th<^ 
OW  Teffament  ^  the  Blood  of  fotnariy  Mar- 
ty^, and  the  Confeht  of  all  the  Men  d 
Learning  that  ever  flouri/k*d  in  the  World, 
confirm  this  Truth  ;  a  Truth  hot  in  theleait 
tontefted ,  unlc6  by  thofe  that  are  immersed 
in  Senfuality ,  and  orer-ftock*d  with  Impu- 
dence and  Ignorance. 

8.  This  Truth  appears  ftiU  more  evident^ 
from  the  Extravagant  Abfurdity  of  the  con-f 
crary  Opinion.  There  is  nothing  in  Nature 
fo  Monftrous  as  Atheifm  •  'tis  an  Irregularity 
of  theMind^  caus'd  by  Excels  of  Debauchery ; 
No  Prudent;  Sober«  Wife  Man ,  .erer  in  th^ 
leaft  doubted  of  Religion.  It  mtift  be^  fome 
Meaiiy  Low-Spiriced  Fellow,  puft  up  with  the . 
Succefsof  fome  Sonnet  ortove-Song,  which 
has  met  with  Applaufe  in  the  World,  thatcaa 
be  fo  Sottilh  as  to  imagine ,  that  *t]s  Genteel^ 
iffd  more^  according  to  the  Mode ,  to  Doubt 
0iF  all  Religion  3  than  to  Believe  any.  Some 
Debauchee,  that  has  never  had  hb  Head  free 
£rom  the  Fumes  of.his Xlqudr,'nor  his  Under* 
ftandin^  unclouded  and  ferene^  fo  as  to  judge 
whoteiomelv;  (^f  any  thing*  Some  Courtiefv  ^ 
ch4t  never  i^rch'd  tothet  Bottom  of  Things^ 
and  knows  nothing  of  L^rning,  but  what  be  J^ 

bas  met  with,  ii/  a  few  Chapters  of  Montaig^e^    ^5^^ 
or  in  aiew^  broken  Peri(Jdj<<f  Cifcirwt   Itmfift  mm^-' 

♦  K  k  be  ^  ^ 
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be  fome  Falfe  Pretender  to  Wiiiloni»  that  bat 

neichet  Prttdenca  ripr  Gondludt .  but  in  the 

Management   of  his   own  Trifling  AjBEms  $ 

whofe  Bufineg  and  Grand  Concern  it  is  ^  to 

make  an  Ottyif$rd  Show  ^  a  Spedous  Appear- 

ance  in  the  World ,  and  whole  whole  Ofe  is 

A  t^eer  Comedy.    Some  Woman  tranfported 

with  her  own  Kferit  and  Beauty,  and^voted 

to  Pteafure,  who  has  no  Soul,  but  what  is  in-* 

ibir'd  into  her  by  Lewdne6  and  Debaucheiy. 

fnihort^  all  the  Corruption  of  Manners  »  all 

the  Weaknefi  of  Reafon^  all  the£)iro|:ders  and 

Irregularities  of  the  Mind  of  Nlan,  have  ever 

combined   to  oppofe  what  Faith  teaches  us 

concerning  GOD^  and  his  Exiftence  j  wbilft 

^robity^  Good  Senfe,  Equity,  and  Solidity  of 

Judgment,  fubmit  to  this  Belief.    Apd    is  it 

likely,  that  thofe,  whofe  Underftandis^  .are 

debauch'd,  and  Minds  corrupted,  fliou'd  know 

more,  and  be  better  inffru^d  in  N^ttei^  of 

Religion ,  thaii  t^pfe  whofe  Manners  are  pure 

and  unblameable  ? 

c/f  in  ip'      9-    Man  is  of  himfelf  but  Weakne6  and 

ps  rebta    I^norancc  i  and  the  Debauchee  is  weaker,  and 

Bbfcurim,  rtiQfg  ignorant  than  other  Men;  becaufe  more 

%iu  »I    ^  Slave  to  his  Paffions,  and  lefe  intent  andfix'd 

Srk  infirm  tipDtt  anV  things    Religion  is  m  it  s  own  Na* 

mitas.      t^re,  and  according  to  its  Charader,ibmewhat 

Cicero.    rn»icate^and.  obfcure.    Thefe  are  Three  Rea- 

^2f  ^'  fons  of  fufficicnt  force  to  fupprefi  the  Rafh- 

'^'    nefs  of  the  Judgments  of  the  ^mpious,  or  at 

leaft  to  fufpend  their  JPrecipitaddft  and  £^- 

10.  TE^  true*  'tis  the  grcateft,  Iirfolence  in 
rfie  &{^it  of  Man,  rather  to  deny  what  ho 
cfatthdt  cbtriprehedd ,  .than  to  ai^knb.wledgo 
with  Submiflicn  and  Modeify  what  he  is  utter- 
ly %nor^  pfr   But  What.  wott*d  become  of. 
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all  nsLtuiali  Truths^  which  are  to  us  unconceiva* 
hliy  i(  what  is  incomprehenfible  is  not  true  f 
And  certainly  this  Incredulity  is  rather  the 
Eiledbof  the  Vanity  of  Man^,  than  of  his  Weak-. 
mfs  and  Ignorance ;  and  this  Vanity  works  fo 
flroo^y  upon  the  Senfes^  that  the  Libertine 
thinks  he  performs  a  meritorious  A(St,  in  con*- 
demidngwhat  all  the  World  befides^  approves 
of;  and  hkvlng  once  got  diat  Notion  in  hii 
llead^  that  'tis  a  Shame  to  giv6  his  Aflent  to 
any  thiifig  before  'tis  well  pror'd  to  him,  he  is 
«^RIy  perfuaded,  that 'tis  a  piece  of  Wit  and 
Qallantry>  rudely  to  deny  what  all  Mankind 
acknowledges  as  an  undoubted  Truth. 

ri.  Man,  though  fo  free  and  independent, 
yet  always  find$  at  the  Bottom  of  his  Heart 
fiich  a  natural  Aptitude,  and  fo  ftrong  an  In-« 
clinafionCaac^ftowledge  a  Sorereign  Being 
abov^  himfelf,  ^hd  to  depend  thereon  ;  that 
he  chufes  rather  t6  frame  to  himfclf  ridiculous 
and.impertinejut  Gods,  wanting  Light  to  direft 
him  to  the  true  one,  than  to  live  without  fuch 
A  dfp.endance.  He  debafcs  himfelf  toan  Ado« 
ratibrt  even.of  the  very  brute  Beafts,o'er  whict^  . 
he  is,  by  right  of  Creation,  Lord  and  Mafter, 
^nd  by  this  Homage  thus  paid  to  thefe  brute 
Idols,  he  acknowledges  fomething  that  is  a. 
ConierrerofQood^  a  Shadow  at  leaft  of  the 
Divinity,  This  fo  general  a  Conient  c^all  the 
People  in  the  Belief  of  a  pod,  that  none  were 
eyei:  found  d^ftitute  of  it,  is  an  Inftind  of  Na« 
^lf0y  add  cannot  be  falie,by  reafon  of  its  Uni- 
verfiility.  What  a  Madnefsthen  is  it  to  hearken 
to  the  extravagant  Opinion  of  two  or  three  Li- 
bertines at  moft,  that  in  every  Age  have  deni- 
ed the  Divinity,  that  they  mi^ht  indulge  them- 
felvcs  in  their  Debattchertes  with  leU  diftur« 
bairce.       . 

Kki  12.    It 
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.  Ushh  to  he  muL^*i,  chat  an  dpioimi  fo 
tinlv^Hdl  and  fo  ftrcmgly  isnpriiired  upon  Ma- 
ture,. Mfi  be  an  Ilhifion  ?  Arc  cbofe  Terrors 
which  lormcnc  the  Confiiences  of  wicked 
Men  ;  thofe  mrabling  and  difinal  F^us  that 
•iteml  1^  Crimes,  that  holy  Ditad  and  Horror 
whicb  w^c  feel  when  we  approach  any  Place 
v^era  fbore  ja  but  the  leaft  footfteps  of  Sandi- 
tV:;  sh^f^  tender  Comforts  good  Souls  enjoy 
in  f  h«  Pra^ice  of  Viitue  ;  are  all  thefe  vain 
Inwies  J  die  pure  EfieAs  of  nothing  but  Fancy 
tod  Imagination^?  The  Pieafare  that  reiblts 
fiQiti  a  pplformance  of  our  Duties;  h  ita  £ilfe 
PIcafurc?  and  the  Joy  of  a  good  Confdence, 

1 14  What  can  the  Libertine  urge,in  oppofid- 
On  tp  the  general  Confent  of  all  Time  and  all 
Popple,  to  balance  this  Belief^  What  foflici- 
fnt  Reafpn  can  he  have  to  the  contraiv  ?  He, 
I  fay,  aUwbofe  Reafon  to  fupport  and  defend 
his  Impieties,  is  only  a  Doubt  and  Scrople  rais'd 
in  the  midft  of  a  Dehaqch;  and  all  whofe 
l^ifputes  are  at  beft  bat  a  confus'd  medly  of 
Ideals,  not  to  be  bprn  with  by  any  Men  of 
S^nfQ.  For  wheif  Men  will  be  fo  perverfe  and 
qbftinac^,  as  not  to  aflent  to  what  all  the 
World  besides  believe ,  they  are  fometimes 
bf^Higbt  CO  take  up  with  the  ntoft  incredible 
things Jn  Nature  ;  becaufe  the  Mind  of  Man 
^n  ivp  longer  letasti  a  Senfe  of  uny  thing 
wh.eri  it  once  beoomes  infenfibte  of  this  general 
Impre^ooj  which  the  Belief  of  a  God  has 
i|ud^.  upon  Nature  j  nor  can  this  Impreifion, 
as,  J  bare  already  obferv'd,  be  falfe,  becaufe 
'tk  itampt  upon  all  Mankind. 

.  14,  The  greatdl  Honour  Men  can  j^eiider  to 
Oods  h$Q  proftrate  himfelf  at  the  Fitfet  ^  his 
Authority^  beliefing  whatCYer  he  has  (aid  be- 

::  ^  faufe 
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cattft  he  hziUid  it ;  atld  all  the' dory  t^ectrt 
give  bimj  h  m  entire  Submiffioit  t<y  his  tticA 
Ho^K  Will  I  atld  this  Is  a  Sign  and  Token,  and 
a  CharaAer  of  the  greateft  RefpeA  a^d  Rev6. 
recce  paid  hy  Man  to  <Jod.  Thtts  di4  Pr- 
tbspr^s  lik  Scholars  honour  their  Mafter, 
reeeiHng  his  Anfvrers  as  ptenai^  Deiermi- 
fiatiofi^  of  die  Queftion  in  Diipuve ;  and 
nefer  dotibtifig  mpre»  after  he  had  cncb 
ipdwb  Aiid  were  we  but  as  good  ChrifH^ns, 
9$  tyi^st  his  Scholars  were  Tjtb^gofem^ 
wlio  not  duly  aflsiited^  with  an  entire  Sub^ 
mffiofi^  to  wlntever  their  Matter  had  laid 
down^  oat  committed  themfe  Wes  to  the  Flames 
with  tiim^  we  Aou'd  be  far  better  M^ft  than 
we  are:  Andfurely  Cbrift  "Refits  has  *dtfcrv^ 
infif^ely  more  of  u^^  Hiaq  ever  TftbUffitas  dm 
of  li»  Scholars. 

ly.  When  this  Barrier  of  F^lth  is  t^mt  bro- 
Icen  down^  the  Spirit  of  Man  wandreth  up  and 
A>wii,  and  knows  no  Bounds.  'Tis  Fajjh  > 
lonetliat can  determine  and  6x  the  natuj^aird- 
quietttdc  of  bis  Ciiriofity.  On  what  Prifttipje 
can  he  foriii  his  Manners,  when  this  is  once 
ddlroy'd  f  AH  the  Dedudions  he  can  majce 
from  Experience^  Cuftom/  Education^  atid 
^  Natural  Sdence^  will  prove  ufelefs  to  hifn,» 
Ifis  Knowledge  wiH  ferve  only  to  pei^plex  and 
confound  him  j  and  though  he  defir'd  nothing 
more  than  to  have  his  (hare  of  Reafonj  yet 
uflte^^at  Reafon  fubmicted  it  felf  to  raith> 
its  Dtftates  wou'd  be  lefs  obey'd  than  ^hofe  of 
Senfttdity  and  PaiCon. 

i:6*  Philqfophers^efpeciaify  Naturalifts^Chy- 
miSs,  deometriciins^  apd  Phyfidans.  by  ac- 
cttftpmittg'^b^ir  ^Unds  to  the  Knowledge  of 
ffalngs  tliat  are  the  Qbjefls  of  the  Senfesi  have 
ien49r'4^^fei;csvery  incapable  of  fubmic* 
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ting  tp  the  F^itlf.  'We  Qocntpc  j|ar:^yc¥ 
through  fain  Philofophy ,  by.  ceaioaiiig  (oo 
much^  and  raifipg  pifputes  upon  ^y^ry 
thhxg. 

.  17.  We  ought  to  know  how  to  cbftingui£Ei 
the  Knowledge  of  things  by  their  Principles  ^ 
that  is,  to  know  Senfible  things  by  Senfe,  In- 
telledual  by  Reafon,  Supernatural  apd  pivine 
fhiqps  by  Faith.    Thefe  Rules  cu}not^be  .di(r 

Slacd  without  grpat  C^nfufion^^jodjthatCon* 
ifion  is  the  Source  and  Qrigjtfial  of  liberti* 
nifm.  Werauft,  forfobth/ apply  the  Role  of 
Senfe  to  thiijgs  of  Reafbi^'  and  the  Rule  of 
Reafim  to  things  of  Faith,  flata.  never  conr 
.founds  thefe  Rules^  as  appears  frotp  his  jimiff^^ 
jvherehf  fays,  Thit.  ^  aifgh  n^  u  tng^t  im 
^P\fjmUs  iioin  Matters  that  relaf€  u  GoJ^  -ha  to 
yield  our  utifetgnei  Affeni  to  theph  We  can  AC  ver 
be  deceit  d  if  wo  make  but  a  right  ufe  of  thefe 
Principles,  which  wc  muft  neceilaaly  dp^  ^ 
.we  would  judge  aright  of  things,  and  fpeak 
.the  Truth. 

*  j8«  That  Calmne^  of  the  Pafiions^  that 
Tranquillity  of  Irr^ular  Defires,  and  that  un- 
difturb'd  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the  Wife  Man, 
which  the  Heathens  hare  vainly  fought  |ifter, 
is  no  where  to  be  found  but  in  the  Qbnfiian 
Morality.  That  yprightne^(s  and  Intenky, 
which  i^  teaches,  carries  along  with^  it  lome- 
thing  that  is  fo  real  and  folid,  that  if  it .  be  os 
true, that  Juftice  is  oetter  than  InjiiflWe,  F^cb- 
fulnefs  Chan  Perfidioufneis ,  Gopd^  MaiDnei:s 
than  III,  as  it  is  that  one  and  one  nuke  two  ; 
then  Is  the  Chriftian  Religion  likewife,  which 
maizes  a  greater  Profeflion  of  all  thefe  Virtu^ 
and  condemns,  with  /evererp^enaU]es,alIthe£p 
Vices,  than  any  other  ReUgioh^  the  mof^  feu 
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11^^  the  moft  perfeft^  and  the  traeft  of  all  the 
Religionscbae  ever  were  in  the  World. 

19^  Our  Religion  falls  in  better  with  the 
PMlofopliy  of  Arifi&tlc  than  any  other  what- 
ever/ b^caofe  it  is  the  moft  reafonable ;  from 
whence  it  appears  that  our  Belief  f$  true  Wifl 
dcm,  finee  it  is  not  only  entirely  conformable 
to  Reafon^  but  it  is  likewife  accommodated  td 
the  moll  excellent  of  all  Human  Wifdom,  the, 
PhiMbpfay  of  Arijf^th. 

20.  PiSn^drew  a  Seheme  of  Goveriiihent 
tfietiiofl  perfeA  in  Uea,  and  tHe  tfioft  accom* 
jpfifk'd  thar^yer  was  1  but  this  P^n^  this  M)*  ' 
del  of  hbyWas  never  ibllowM  by  any,  lior  cou'd^ 
the  Jdesot  his  admirable  l^olicy  ever  be  put  in 
Praaice.  Whereas  the  Difciples  of  Jefus  Cbtifi^ 
that  were  Men  without  jLearhing;  without^ 
Power^  and  without  Atifhority^'  have  over- 
turn'd  the  4^4^/41  Grovernment,  and  the  fto^^ 
n»an  Empire^  and  all  the  whole  World  have 
^iev'd  their  Doarine.  They  eftablilh'd  a 
new  Relf&ion,  for  which  fo.  many  Martyrs 
loft  their  Bloody  and  which  has  httti  efnbrac'd 
by  all  Mankind,  though  at  firft  it  ^ppeaFd  fd' 
oj^pofite  to  Senfe  and  Worldly  Policy,    ' 

21.  In  the  Profeffions  we'  make,  6t  iought 
to  make  of  Phllofophy^  there  are  tw6  Ex- 
cremcjs  to  be  avoided,  the  bne  of  fidlng  with 
one  particttfar  Pari^,  the  other  of  being  ihr 
diflerenily  of  all  Parties  j  and  both  are  equal*] 
W  bUmdable.  T^s  inconvenient  to  demote  bur' 
telves  entirely  tip  to  one  Philofophy,  and  to 
follow  one  Opinion,  be  it  etcher  through 
Chanbe^  br  beciufe  the  Circumftances  of  Life 
^yaftipng  Engagement  upon  us/ or  upon 
thei^ccotmt.df^the  Habit  Nve  wear,  or  th^ 
Obal  we  afe  of;  V^caufe  this Is^to^  give  ouc 
felves  up  to  iCeafoto,  not  for  its  own  (aj^e,  but 

♦V       ^  /    l^k^  fo? 
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for  the  Colour  or  Figure  under  v^ifkh  H  ap^ 

pears.    We  expofeour  ielves^  by  fudvCon* 

I        dud^  to  thofe  Railleries  we  meet  wimin  Cj^ 

Adittm-   ^^0  a£aiiifi  the  Philofophers  bt  bii  Time; 

iunfuidif-  who^  iays  hPf  were  aarriU  awsf  u  the  Surm 

€iplijum    Jhr^^  fifff,^  0sina  Temfe^  AUuTaj  hold  on  tbsi 

uTetet'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  WafUisJmty  tbem.     But  there 

Uti,  Ai    is  Banger  coo  in  not  foUowioe  fome jOpintCQ  j 

tMM  tgn~    becaufe  we  are  liable  f  0  be  either  too'inoreau^ 

iuam  dd    lQ^5  ^jj  j  fccptical,  or  too  delicate  a^d  nice  1 

h^im.  ^^  ^^  fi^  ^^  nothiM,  difpofcj.  us  to  doubt  ot 

Cic.      '  every  thing,    Tis  tor  thia  very  Reafon.  thai 

Quarft.Ar  the  Vjrrlmifis  and  tbeJScepUcks^re  Ipok'd  upm 

^^  4-     on  as  the  moft  cxtr^Yaganf  ofall  PM^P^^^ 

who»  out  of  a  meet  Vanicv^  inakech^ir  boaft 

of  beHeving  nothings  an^  being  ^f  a -mpaii 

bafe  ^Piritj»  love  rather  to  w^der^and  rov« 

from  Opinion  to  OpiiuoQ^  thap  h^  jupon^any 

thing  that  is  ^eal  and  folid.  ^ 

za.  That  Philoibphy  which  itxwrore$  not 
a  Man's  Rea(bn«  is  a  falfe  Pbilo(p[^y  ;  anci 
that  Reafofi  which  makes  not  a  N^n  traAablo 
andfgibmiaive^  isafalie  Reafon^.  ^The  Faith 
ofbunthat  reafoQs  leaft^  and;  that  di;1^99  but 
feldotny  is  the  mpft  pure  and  the.  tr,ueft  ;  and 
a  firaple  harndeis  (^untry-FeUow  t^^.is  /kb- 
miflSve^.  and  ofa  teachable  Tefnper^  w$il  prQ-% 
par'4  to  receive  the  Precepts  o^*  ^eUgion,  i& 
pieferablc  to  fUtaot  Jrifi^tU  in  'the  wght  of 
Qod  hiixifeir;  as  we  may  fee  frou)  ,.t||)at .  At- 
te():atiQn  fo  difpleaiing  to  great  Spirits^  from 
that  humble  Confeffion^  which  the  BleiTed 
Jtftis  once  made  to  his  Father  wijh  fo  .great  a 
Seoj^  of  Piety  and  Joy^  rendring  him  Thanks. 
Matth.  for  that  he  had  done.  /  jhank  tbee^  O  Fath^^ 
C.  21,  ZfirJ  cf  Heavin  and  Earthy  tecauji,  tbm  baB  bii 
y^vu  ^^'  fi^gfg  things  from  ibi  ffife  atkl :Prifdintj  and  baft 
rmt^ithem  unto  Bfihe^  ^Vcn  fo^  ^^bffj^  f^ 
it  ji^mdgood  in  thj  Sights  ^j. 
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~  'zp  Theie  is  op  Xftm  tbat  kps  -^y  Degree 
of  Wii^oim  and  Prudance^  that  can  be  >  fo  Jba&- 
Jipa'd  a$  ta  «i|i^^d  all  thefe  t!r9jtk^&fc$,  to 
Qskut  hU  £yes.fiE»09 1^^  lordy  Profpeds^  and 
10  run  headlong  agi^nft  fuch  a  «Multitade  of 
Trutbsjt  upon  no  other  Foundation  than  ,thp 
Extravagancy  of  jbi(  own  caprictoos  Hnmcw^ 
and  the  Vncert^nty  of  bi$  own  (Mlpw  Reg- 
ion I  when  hk  Fatwisat  ft^e^  ahditis  to  i^ 
deciapd  what  he  ondit^  and  wh^:he  otigttf 
not  to  believe^  JBut  tr  a  Man  be  already  fpnjc 
Into  fiich  a  defperate  State  and  ConditionL  m 
to  be  biifid  amidft  to  many  Lights^  and  4^ 
to  ibmany  Vcocei^  ,wluch  kom  cwy  fider]^ 
lent  him  w&hv  a  .<jod  and  :a  Religjkni^  'WNcji 
from:  every  Quarter  proclaim  thil  Aothof  c£ 
Nature^  and  the  Woribip  that  is  due.  to  him^ 
from  whence  .can  this  Stupidity,  arife  but  from 
his  P^oni;^  wiucH  darken  his  Mind  and  har- 
dentins  Heart  ^  Tbeic!  are^ the  common  Spcina 
of  tJtieie  ill4bi^ded|ealoQfie8^  and  of  all  thtw» 
Irrelirfutiom^  whicb  a  vitiated  Confeiencf 
forms  agatnn  Relieion^  The  firft  Step  10 
Doubt  and  Sceptidmt^  is  taken  from  the  inr 
tei:eft:MenhaveinpuFfuinj^the  ostural  Bent 
of  dheir  Inclinations^    The  Morals  of  a  Reli* 

§10%  that  a>ndemnsr  Pleafore^  ivilf  09t  go 
own  with  them ;  th^  hail  rather  have  npver  ^^ 
heard  of  fach  a  Syi|€;m  of  Morality  I  |;han  c^^ 
the  leaft  Violence  to  their  I>arUng  Paifidnsr 
peplorafoleCondud  tbisi  £br  a  Man  to  Of  poie 
jH  Belief^  which  cannot  be  eftabliih'd  by  aixy 
other  Methods  than  by  a  War  agaioft  bim« 
fdf^  and  an  entire  Defeat  of  his  p^erfe  In- 
cliaatiof^. 

Z4^  But  'tis  the  Mkfortune  of  deluded  Man 
tamake  u&  of  the  Force  of  ius  Reafoa  to  en-^ 
Gountet  wij^  I^s  Pttty^  and  to  fupport  and 
*  main^ 
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«MdfltiiA  Itis  I^onbts  tan j  Scruples;  for  V' 
fhdfe  ibtt  gife  Authoricy  to  hb  irrcguUr  I>e- 
firoi,  and  Entenainment  to  his  Pafllons«  The 
trregalarity  of  the  Heart  is  tite  Natural  Source 
^and  Spring  of  the  Irregalarity  of  (he  -Mind^ 
An  innocent  Hearty  fap||orted  bv  the  moft 
inimiuMe  Pniity  of  Manners^  and  by  the  moft 
Mrfsft  IntegHtV  and  Sincerity  of  Life^  j>ii|:« 
toes  its  Duty  ^athout  eter  lofing  fight  bf^  it ; 
and  true  PtoUty  never  fwenres  into  perrerted 
Mndples.  Us  the  InfeAion  of  a  Soul  tafn* 
ted  with  Vice  that  fpreads  it  (t\f  pf  er  the 
Ifind,  and  breaths  into  }t  the£;  fatalTrrefblu- 
libni,  which  hurry  him  <}n  to  tnd  Brink  of 
t)d^oAion  by  fnbverting  bis  Principles^  and 
ttitfgoidtng  his' Rcaibn^  *  TKs  is  the  prime 
Source'  of  Irreligion,  the  pACc  of  which  ap- 
^rs  to  the  Lipertm^  io  fall  of  Shame  and 
Diflionoury  that/  hotwithftandiog  he  is  fo  en« 
€irely  devoted  to  his  Plea^resy  it  proves  by 
iio  means  agreeable  to  him.^  In  order  there7 
fore  to  lay  a  Fouhdatipn  fdr  71*^09^11117 » 
iptrhlchis  extremely  necelTary  tows^rds  the  ma^ 
fcihg  Life  fweer^  he  thinks  of  nothing  lets  than 
of  confirming  his  Doubts,  which  he  will  have 
pais  fdl*  weil-rais'd  Scruples,  under  ^  pretent^e 
that  the  Diffioulties  he  meets  with,ih  afifentiti^ 
CO  the  Matters  of  Religion^  proceed  froijii'  ho 
other  Spring  thaii  his  own  UnderAabding, 
fronti  no  other  Fountain  than  his  pWn  Reiafon^ 
the  Light  6f  which  he  prefers  to  -all  others. 
This  Malady  of  Incredulity  grbws  upon  Men 
in  i>roporti6n,  as  they  ftrengthen  themfelve^ 
in  thele  Opinions.  '11$  not  to  the  Diibrders 
of  the  Heart  that  they  aferibe  thQfe  Diibrders 
l>ftheMind|  they  are  become  fo  infenfible 
ds  not  to  perceive  from  what  Sources  this'  fir* 
regularity:  fprings.     The  Heart  it  felf  »  fe 
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f>affions^  thaCr it  knows  noiticsiCiaitrta.MdpQe 
Courfe,  beii)g  » ^all  its  MottimqnU  t^hbtiy) 
aAoatedi  by  feci[^«nd  jlof9i^l>l^lp^tia^;<  ^hi<^ 
hurry  jt  on  jtp  the  purfiik  of  ObjcAr/.i2Ktchouc 
the  Icaft  RefleAioii^  and  almoft  widioatK^Wfo 
ledge*  Tbe|b^4fertheP4th$  whiahodmfl^^ 
leaptolmpic^j  >f(}iiiQh  Romnoiily  i)roo(»& 
from  a  Cpi;n^Qa|.9t  the  Heaft  ;  tUui  /jtts.  ii 
t)i^emper  witiiout  g  ^ipL^medy^  atf  leafl  Mati 
fannot  in  any  ri^aionaVle  time  bring::  thtnkelf 
totheStBdy  ofhimfelf,  by  ibberBjeviewsand 
ferious  Reflexions  up6li  the  Condud  of  his 
Life.  This  is  a  Task  that  admits  of  fo  int|ch 
Pifiiculty^  that  it  is  almoft  impoffiblenot  to 
err  in  the  Undertaking^  becanle  th^  Heart  fo 
confounds  all  ifs  Motions  with  ihofe  of  the 
Mi|9d^  that  it  knows  not  it  felf  what  part  i( 
^As,  and  fo  is  hurried  on  with  a  fall  Career 
into  Libertiniim  and  Licentioufiids,  .without 
perceiving  it  felf  to  have  any  ihare  in  thb  fa^ 
tal  Proceeding. 

a; •  The  fole  Remedy  for  this  Difc^er  i$ 
Philofophy  well  digefted :  the  true  defign  of 
wh^ch^to  redi^eytbe  Kea^n.  This  i«  iu 
Province,  and  this  its  Employments  It  s  final 
iUm  is  properly  to  infpire  Man  with  t^e  Wif- 
dbm,  which  is  to  be  met  with  only  in  the  true- 
Religion.  For  this  alone  is  the  way  to  the 
J^ttainmentof  that  Felicity,  and  of  that  Re- 
pofe,  which  can  never  ceaie  to  Be,  and  which 
is  the  ultimate  End  of  all  human  Anions.  All 
pcher  Wifdom  is  falfe,  becaufe  it  leads  to  no-» 
thing  of  Subftancp  and  Duration.  Thus  thefo 
Modern  Schemes  of  Philofophy,  which-  iovff. 
in  the  Mind  the  Seeds  of  Scepticifm,  and  In-!^^ 
credulity,  concerning  the  Immortality  of  the 
Soulj  by  the  DeftruAion  of  fubftantial  Forms ; 

wWch 
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wliioii  gife  new  Uek's,  vxA  inlnfe  difierent 
NoikMK  fion  what  fasve  been  rec^'d  ftom 
d»  irft  Inpiefliom  ^^ocadoo,  when  regu^ 
btedWche'Brindples  dT  Faith:  And  winch 
laffiy  wmmw  Syftems «f  Morality  and  ReH* 
gtotty*aieo(F£ttat  Confefiiend»  to  a  State, 
«iM»  Verttt»  and  Rjcafiih  fiioa'd  bear  the 
fway.  Let  w  dtertforo  adiere  <o  that  Pfailo- 
Ibp^.  wludi  is  abeidy  eftabHft'd  tipon  die 
Fooaoation  of  Fddi^  and  coldTate  and  im- 
fcovB  it  (Mdy  as  will  %ve  to  authodze  and 
fioofion  ouf  Reygloo.' 
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